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The Source of Happiness

URING his ministry in Galilee, Je-
Dsus performed miracles, and he

now repeats these in Judea. For
instance, he casts out of a man a de-
mon that has prevented him from
speaking. The crowds are amazed, but
critics raise the same objection as was
raised in Galilee. “He expels the demons
by means of Beelzebub the ruler of
the demons,” they claim. Others want
greater evidence from Jesus as to his
identity, and they try to tempt him by
asking for a sign from heaven.

Knowing what they are thinking, Je-
sus gives the same answer to his critics
in Judea as he gave to those in Galilee.
He observes that every kingdom divid-
ed against itself will fall. “So,” he asks,
“if Satan is also divided against himself,
how will his kingdom stand?” He shows
the dangerous position of his critics by
saying: “If it is by means of God’s finger
| expel the demons, the kingdom of God
has really overtaken you.”

Those observing Jesus’ miracles
should respond to them in the same
way as those did who centuries before
saw Moses perform a miracle. They ex-
claimed: “It is the finger of God!” It was
also “God’s finger” that carved the Ten
Commandments on stone tablets. And
“God’s finger"— his holy spirit, or active
force— is what enables Jesus to cast
out demons and to cure the sick. So the
Kingdom of God has indeed overtaken
these critics, since Jesus, the designat-
ed King of the Kingdom, is right there in
their midst.

Jesus then illustrates that his ability
to expel demons is evidence of his pow-
er over Satan, even as when a stronger
man comes along and overpowers a
well-armed man guarding his palace.
He also repeats the illustration he told

8 THE WATCHTOWER-AUGUST 15, 1988

in Galilee regarding an unclean spirit
that leaves a man, but when the man
does not fill the void with good things,
the spirit returns with seven others, and
the condition of the man becomes
worse than at the first.

While listening to these teachings, a
woman from the crowd is moved to ex-
claim loudly: “Happy is the womb that
carried you and the breasts that you
sucked!” Since the desire of every Jew-
ish woman is to be the mother of a
prophet and particularly the Messiah,
it is understandable that this woman
would say this. Apparently she thought
Mary could especially be happy be-
cause of being Jesus’ mother.

However, Jesus quickly corrects the
woman regarding the true source of
happiness. “No,” he responds, “rather,
Happy are those hearing the word of
God and keeping it!” Never did Jesus
imply that his mother, Mary, should be
given special honor. Instead, he showed
that true happiness is found in being a
faithful servant of God, not in any phys-
ical ties or accomplishments.

As he did in Galilee, Jesus also goes
on to rebuke the people for requesting
a sign from heaven. He tells them that
no sign will be given except the sign of
Jonah. Jonah became a sign both by his
three days in the fish and by his bold
preaching, which resulted in the Nine-
vites’' being moved to repent. “But, look!”
Jesus says, “something more than Jo-
nah is here.” Similarly, the queen of
Sheba marveled at Solomon’s wisdom.
“But, look!” Jesus also says, “something
more than Solomon is here.”

Jesus explains that when a person
lights a lamp, he does not put it in a
vault or under a basket but upon a



J Life and
I Ministry

lampstand so that people can see the
light. Perhaps he is intimating that
teaching and performing miracles be-
fore these obstinate persons in his au-
dience is comparable to hiding the light
of a lamp. The eyes of such observers
are not simple, or in focus, so the in-
tended purpose of his miracles is not
accomplished.

Jesus has just expelled a demon and
has caused a mute man to speak. This
should motivate people with simple, or
focused, eyes to praise this glorious
feat and proclaim the good news! Yet,
with these critics, this is not what oc-

curs. So Jesus concludes: “Be alert,
therefore. Perhaps the light that is in
you is darkness. Therefore, if your

whole body is bright with no part at all
dark, it will all be as bright as when a
lamp gives you light by its rays.” Luke
11:14-36; Exodus 8:18, 19; 31:18; Mat-
thew 12:22, 28.

+ What is the response to Jesus’ healing the
man?

+ What is God’s finger, and how had God’s
Kingdom overtaken Jesus’ listeners?

+ What is the source of true happiness?
+ How can a person have a simple eye?
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BUUEQIBW&-T IN

By Diligently Studying His Wora

“Apply your hearts to all the words that | am speaking in
warning to you today ... For it is no valueless word for you,

but it means your life.”—Deuteronomy 32:46, 47.
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8. To what extent did Israel heed Moses’ exhor-
tation, and with what results?

9. How is the sjtuation of Christians today sim-
ilar to that of the ancient Israelites?
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13. How can we search for God,” and what are
the benefits of doing s0?

14, Illustrate the value of being ‘ready to make
a defense’ of our Christian hope.

BPaul urges: “Do our utmost toﬁ%

\sﬁnﬁ youfre ﬁ ove s}bame ! Oav%
f e

the wor ru erso
U ol el oty 0y o
WHmwbwd%bw

Resrstrn Satan’s Snares
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ecome S
%Satan 15 etermr ?]to destroy as

rlnSrnrllerW does personal study equip us for our
16. Wh}at are some snares of Satan that con-
front Jehovah’s people?

17. 18. How can personal study prevent us from
‘drifting away™

ram 0
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do s0? ﬁrke the R)l enca ed on n
O How does personal study fer e plaInS 0 nd at
strengthen our relationship with God
and help us defend our faith? \2/gh ga%rvgn]ataalrgns%gtse rolgégetoprhoevlrsr%rgs”deggr
O What role does personal study personalgstud of the Bible? (b) Howpdo you feel
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what provisions to facilitate our g strons for facrlrtatrn |)sonal study
study of God's Word? my IS am) ying our earts to Gods word
morer portant today than ever?
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By Practicing the Things Learned

“Trust in Jehovah and do good; reside in the earth, and
deal with faithfulness.”—psaim 37:3.

E'S stud ﬁOdS Word |§ ”é’ 20- 24& S0 this I%kngwsto eno L
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ion, and 15 ‘the fooking described by him a 3. How might a man who looks in a mirror
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4, How does James’ illustration apply to our
study of the Scriptures?

. What do our practices tell about us?
(b) What fate awalts those who are “practicers
of'what is hurtful™
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It is not enough to observe spiritual flaws
ahnd talemishes. We must act to correct
them!

ated oreverb
The number o
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Our Dealings With Others
70ne area might e our manner of deal-

6. Why is it imperative that we make our trust
In Jehavah manifest now?

. Why must we be cautlous inour dealings with
“those ‘on the outside™

omf rth, it s tlpsa th% gtay be annihi-

OO



uw with others. Proverbs 13; 20 cautions:
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meS Itness € gO eegf
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8. How might some |mpr0ve in their dealings
with fellow Christians?

What trends in dress and grooming have been
observed by some elders?

ecause of

ers or er on §
e vas a orrt bro
simila

R I

gfsor eﬂova sservantf éo e%eat anrf
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1S 1N
10 SUG ounsel 1 nh iy, |? tin
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10. (a) What prrncrple should guide our choice

of dress and grooming? (br)]When might counsel
be appropriate, and how should we réspond?

In Our Next Issue

m Satan— Is He Real?

m Jehovah Gives Hope Amid
Sorrow

m Children ‘On Loan’— How
Wise Is the Practice?
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Those pursuing wealth often bring upon themselves

‘many pains"
T ”.%ﬂ%% Sl

“Keep on, then, seeking fi stt ekln and hi
r|g teou ss an It ot edt In s eTaF
vy W S so all
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of
monﬁY ro?t of 1orsof Ijuriou tmgs ant?
reaching out for this love some”have been Ted astra

IES

11. How have some become caught AP in the pursuit of mate-
rial thlngs and why is this unwise?

2. How do those pursuing wealth ‘stab themselves all over
with many pains™
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the peace of congregations? (b) How
¢an peace be pursued when disagreements occur?
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ections improve the Situation?
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17. (a) What reasons do some give for havrng
only a token_ share in the preaching work~
(b) "How did Jesus encourage Christians to re-
spond to today’s pressures?

18. What might be the reason some hold back
from having a full share in the preaching work?
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19, Why is Jehovah displeased with lukewarm
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serV|ce to him?
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ers, record numbers are enering he reg-
ular pioneer work. In CallfO{nla (U. SAg
oung sister named Angela received
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What are the benefits of practicing the
things learned?

Points for Review

O What should be our response to
peering into the mirror of God’s
Word?

O How might we improve in our
manner of dealing with others?

O Why is it unwise to pursue
material things?

O How can we seek peace in the
congregation?

O What should motivate us to have
a full share in the field service?
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Do You Remember?

Have you found the recent issues
of The Watchtower of practical
value to you? Why not test your
memory with the following ques-
tions?

O What is the answer to to-
day’s problem of teenage preg-
nancy?

Youths must be given moral and
spiritual guidance. The Bible
shows that parents have the re-
sponsibility to do this. (Ephesians
6:4)— 4/15, page 4.

O What makes it difficult to
raise children successfully?

Parents and children are imper-
fect and, hence, make mistakes.
(Romans 5:12) Also, growing
children are very much influ-
enced by the bad tendencies
of present-day society; this ad-
versely affects their values and
outlook on life. (2 Timothy 3:1-5)
— b5/1, page 4.

O What are four striking differ-
ences between true Christians
and nominal Christians?

True Christians abstain from
blood. (Acts 15:28, 29) They
maintain a high moral standard.
(1 Corinthians 6:9, 10) Genuine
Christians remain neutral toward
politics and the many national
conflicts. (John 17:16) Those
who follow Jesus use his exam-
ple as a model for their domestic
relations. (Ephesians 5:21-25)
— b5/1, pages 17-19.

O Why did the Jews call Jesus
a Samaritan? (John 8:48)

The Jews hated the Samaritans.
Hence, the term was used by
them as an expression of con-
tempt and reproach against Je-
sus.— 5/15, page 8.

O What is the “pure language”
spoken about at Zephaniah
3:.9?

This is the language of Scriptur-
al truth that enables God-fearing
people of all nations and races to
serve Jehovah shoulder to shoul-
der.— 5/15, page 16.

O What freedoms result from
developing a relationship with
God?

Freedom from the enslaving fear
of man and from the burdensome
customs that have no real mean-
ing or value. (Proverbs 29:25)
Also, freedom from the fear of
death. (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10;
John 5:28, 29)— 6/1, pages 5-6.

O What did Jesus mean when
he said: “The night is coming
when no man can work”? (John
9:4)

Jesus was here referring to the
time when he would go into the
grave and would no longer be
able to perform the marvelous
works that he had performed
while alive.— 6/1, page 8.

O What does water
signify?

Complete immersion in water is a
fitting symbol of a person’s dedi-
cation to God, whereby the in-
dividual becomes an ordained
minister. While under the water,
he, in effect, dies to his former
course of life, and on coming out
of the water, he becomes, as it
were, alive to a new course of
self-sacrifice in Jehovah's ser-
vice. (Compare Romans 6:2-4;
12:1; Philippians 3:16.)— 6/15,
page 29.

O What are some ways to dem-
onstrate thankfulness to Jeho-
vah?

When thankfulness is strong, an
impelling desire to serve God
wells up in the appreciative heart.
One way to satisfy this desire is
to engage in the ministry, per-

baptism

haps in the pioneer service. An-
other is to cooperate in the build-
ing program now taking place
around the earth.— 7/1, page 11.

O Why did Jesus empower 70
of his disciples to cure the sick
when he sent them out on a
preaching campaign in Galilee?

These disciples, by performing
such miracles, prepared the way
for Jesus to do follow-up work.
The miracles they performed
would make many of the house-
holders eager to meet Jesus and
listen to his Kingdom message.
— 7/1, pages 16-17.

0O Was Jesus referring to Ju-
das when he told Pilate: “The
man that handed me over to
you has greater sin"?— John
19:11.

It seems that Jesus was referring
to all those who were responsible
for his being on trial before Pilate.
That certainly included Judas Is-
cariot, who betrayed Jesus. (Luke
22:2-6) But the high priest Caia-
phas and other religious leaders
were also involved in bringing
about Jesus’ arrest. (Matthew 26:
59-65; 27:1, 2, 20-23) Likely all
these guilty ones were included
in what Jesus said at John 19:11.
— 7/15, page 30.

0O What particularly lethal dan-
ger is connected with image
worship?

The psalmist said of the lIsrael-
ites: “Serving the pagans’ idals,
they found themselves trapped
into sacrificing their own sons
and daughters to demons.”
(Psalm 106:36, 37, The Jerusa-
lem Bible) The Christian Greek
Scriptures warn of the same dan-
ger. (1 Corinthians 10:19,20) Im-
age worship of any sort opens up
the possibility that an image will
serve as a contact point for de-
monic forces.— 8/1, page 6.
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Insight on the News

Flood Not
Exaggerated

The Biblical account of a glob-
al flood has long been criticized
as based more on fiction than on
fact. The New Catholic Encyclo-
pedia asserts: “It is generally
agreed now that the episode of
Noe and the ark is not a piece of
historical reporting but an imag-
inative literary creation of anoth-
er form entirely.” Some skeptics
have argued that all the moisture
in the atmosphere would cause
only a few inches of global rain.

But according to the Genesis
account, the source of the flood-
waters was not simply the mois-
ture in the atmosphere. At Gen-
esis 1:6 we are told that the
Creator decreed: “Let an [atmo-
spheric] expanse come to be in
between the waters and let a di-
viding occur between the waters
[of the seas] and the waters
[above the expanse].” The wa-
ters suspended above the ex-
panse evidently remained there
until the Flood. According to the
apostle Peter, the atmospheric
“heavens” and the waters above
and beneath them were the
means by which “the world of

[Noah's] time suffered destruc-
tion when it was deluged with
water.”— 2 Peter 3:5, 6; Genesis
1:7.

The devastating effects of a
watery deluge were felt recent-
ly in South Africa when a flood
struck the province of Natal and
claimed more than 300 lives.
Commenting on the disaster,
conservationist K. H. Cooper ob-
served: “I have often wondered
what would happen in this day
and age if it were to rain for 40
days and 40 nights non-stop___
Could such a rain have obliterat-
ed almost all life on earth? Hav-
ing recently seen what happened
after just four days of rain in Na-
tal,” Cooper continued, “I'm now
convinced of the authenticity of
the Old Testament story.”

Concern for the Poor?

How can the gap that sepa-
rates the poor from the rich be
bridged? This was the issue con-
sidered by Pope John Paul Il in a
recent encyclical entitled Sollici-
tudo rei socialis (The Social
Concern). The pope held that the
church should feel obliged to re-
lieve the misery of those who are
suffering. How? “Faced by cases

of need, one cannot ignore them
in favour of superfluous church
ornaments and costly furnish-
ings for divine worship; on the
contrary it could be obligatory to
sell these goods in order to pro-
vide food, drink, clothing and
shelter for those who lack these
things.”

However, commenting on the
pope’s encyclical, Vatican expert
Domenico Del Rio observed in La
Repubblica: “It is clear that peo-
ple will now be waiting to see the
... pope himself, and those round
about him, set the example. The
Vatican basilica and the basili-
cas of Rome are full of ‘costly
furnishings,’ perhaps also of ‘su-
perfluous church ornaments.””
Yet, according to Fortune maga-
zine, “Vatican officials bristle at
the idea of parting with so much
as a Grecian urn to raise cash.”

When Jesus instructed a
wealthy ruler to ‘sell all his be-
longings and distribute the mon-
ey to the poor,’ that man was
unwilling to do so. He “went off
grieved, for he was holding
many possessions.” Rightly, Je-
sus warned: “Where your trea-
sure is, there your heart will be
also.”— Mark 10:21, 22; Mat-
thew 6:21.

The proxies, which will be sent to the members

Annual Meeting
October 1,1988

THE ANNUAL MEETING of the members of
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsyl-
vania will be held on October 1, 1988, at the Assem-
bly Hall of Jehovah’'s Witnesses, 2932 Kennedy
Boulevard, Jersey City, New Jersey. A preliminary
meeting of the members only will convene at
9:30 a.m,, followed by the general annual meeting at
10:00 a.m.

The members of the Corporation should inform
the Secretary’s Office now of any change in their
mailing addresses during the past year so that the
regular letters of notice and proxies can reach them
shortly after August 15.

along with the notice of the annual meeting, are to
be returned so as to reach the Office of the Secre-
tary of the Society not later than September 1.
Each member should complete and return his proxy
promptly, stating whether he is going to be at the
meeting personally or not. The information given on
each proxy should be definite on this point, since it
will be relied upon in determining who will be person-
ally present.

It is expected that the entire session, including
the formal business meeting and reports, will be
concluded by 1:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter. There
will be no afternoon session. Because of limited
space, admission will be by ticket only. No arrange-
ments will be made for tying in the annual meeting
by telephone lines to other locations.
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