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DO 'Icons Never Become ldols™?

“lcon" refers to a specific kind of image,
namely, religious paintings venerated by
members of the Eastern Orthodox Church.
Some are representations of ChI‘IS'[ others
represent the Trinity, Mare/ saints" or
angels. Like Roman Catholics, Orthodox
theologians JUStIfK the veneration of icons
as a relative act that passes devotion on to
the heavenly one relpresented "The icon,’
clalms Russian theologian, Sergey Bulga
kov, "remains only a thlng and never be-
comes an idol or a fetish."

At the same time, though, the Eastern
Orthodox Church teaches that an icon can
bring special benefits to a worshiper who
Brays in front of it, provided the icon has

een "sanctified” by the chureh "The rite
of the blessing of the icon,” states Bulga
kov in his book The Orthodox Church,
tablishes a connection between the |mage
and its prototype, between that which is
represented and the representation itself.
By the blessing of the icon of Christ, a
mystical meeting of the faithful and Christ
is made possible. It is the same with the
icons of the Virgin and the Saints; their
icons, one may say, prolong their lives
here below."

Furthermore, many icons of Mary are
believed to possess miraculous powers. "Al-
though she remains in heaven," asserts
Bulgakov, "she still lives with us the life of
our world, suffers with its sufferln? and
weer with its tears. She intercedes for the
world before the throne of God. She re-
veals herself to the world in her wonder-
working icons."
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Counsel to
Martha,

and Instruction
on Prayer

URING the course of Jesus’Jude-
Dan ministry, he enters the village

of Bethany. This is where Martha,
Mary, and their brother Lazarus live.
Perhaps Jesus met these three earlier
in his ministry and so is already close
friends with them. In any event, Jesus
now goes to the home of Martha and is
welcomed by her.

Martha is eager to provide Jesus with
the very best that she has. Indeed, it is
a great honor to have the promised
Messiah visit one’s home! So Martha
becomes involved in preparing an elab-
orate meal and seeing to many other
details designed to make Jesus’ stay
more enjoyable and comfortable.

On the other hand, Martha’s sister
Mary sits down at Jesus’ feet and
listens to him. After a while, Mar-
tha approaches and says to Jesus:
“Lord, does it not matter to you that
my sister has left me alone to attend
to things? Tell her, therefore, to join
in helping me.”

But Jesus refuses to say anything
to Mary. Rather, he counsels Martha
for being overly concerned with mate-
rial things. “Martha, Martha,” he kindly
reproves, “you are anxious and dis-
turbed about many things. A few
things, though, are needed, or
just one.” Jesus is saying that it
is not necessary to spend a lot of
time preparing many dishes for a
meal. Only a few or even just one
dish is sufficient.

8 THE WATCHTOWER- AUGUST 1, 1988

Martha’'s intentions are good; she
wants to be a hospitable hostess. Yet,
by her anxious attention to material
provisions, she is missing out on the
opportunity to receive personal in-
struction from God’s own Son! So Je-
sus concludes: “For her part, Mary
chose the good portion, and it will not
be taken away from her.”

Later, on another occasion, a disciple
asks Jesus: “Lord, teach us how to
pray, just as John also taught his dis-
ciples.” Possibly this disciple was not
present about a year and a half earlier
when Jesus provided the model prayer
in his Sermon on the Mount. So Je-

sus repeats his instruc-
tions but then goes
on to give an illus-
tration to empha-
size the need to
be persistent in

prayer.



JeSUS’ Ministry

“Who of you will have a friend,” Jesus
begins, “and will go to him at midnight
and say to him, ‘Friend, loan me three
loaves, because a friend of mine has
just come to me on ajourney and | have
nothing to set before him'? And that
one from inside says in reply, ‘Quit
making me trouble. The door is already
locked, and my young children are with
me in bed; | cannot rise up and give you

anything.’ | tell you, Although
he will not rise up and give
him anything because

of being his friend,
certainly because

of his bold persistence he will get up
and give him what things he needs.”

By this comparison Jesus does not
mean to imply that Jehovah God is un-
willing to respond to petitions, as was
the friend in his story. No, but he is
illustrating that if an unwilling friend will
respond to persistent requests, how
much more so will our loving heavenly
Father! So Jesus continues: “Accord-
ingly | say to you, Keep on asking, and
it will be given you; keep on seeking,
and you will find; keep on knocking,
and it will be opened to you. For every-
one asking receives, and everyone
seeking finds, and to everyone knock-
ing it will be opened.”

Jesus then makes a reference to im-
perfect, sinful human fathers, saying:
“Indeed, which father is there among
you who, if his son asks for a fish, will
perhaps hand him a serpent instead of
afish? Or if he also asks for an egg, will
hand him a scorpion? Therefore, if you,
although being wicked, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how
much more so will the Father in heaven
give holy spirit to those asking him!”
Indeed, what motivating encourage-
ment Jesus provides to be persistent in
prayer. Luke 10:38-11:13.

+ Why does Martha go to such exten-
sive preparations for Jesus?

does

+ What does Mary do, and wh
artha?

Jesus commend hér instead of

+ What prompted Jesus to repeat his
instructions on prayer?

+ How did Jesus illustrate the need to
be persistent in prayer?
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9. From what gollutron do children particularly 11 \h?h When should parental trarnrng begin?
need protection: at fine results can be expected?
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14, (a) Who are not surprised by the accom-
plishments of infants? (h) What Should be the
goal of Christian parents? (c) For what do chil-
ren need to be prepared, and why?

What can parents use to help them
reach their child’s heart, and how can these
provisions be effectively utilized?
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20. What should be included in a teaching pro-
Hram and how can a child enjoy the house-to-
ouse ministry?
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21. (a) What is the grandest %n‘t parents can
leave their children?”(b) What admonition is
given parents, and what should all parents with
minor children be having?

How Would You Respond?

O What Bible evidence shows that
parents should give priority to the
needs of their children?

O Why are special efforts by
parents now needed in protecting
their children?

O Why is it so vital that children be
trained from infancy?

O What are some practical .
suggestions for parents in reaching
their child’s heart?

O What should Christian parents
never neglect?
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9. (a) How can parents contribute to their chil-
dren’s leading a double life? (b) What do older
ones need to appreciate and be alert to do?

10. (a) What curiosity is It the responsibility of
parents to address? (b

What often is the conse- Talking confidentially demonstrates
quence when parents

ail to provide guidance? the parent's love
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14, Why ghould one want to avoid leading a
ouble life?

I1,?.9What will help youths avoid leading a double
ife’
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16, What happened. to one youth who got in-
volved in a worldly life-style?
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22, What wise cqurse are youths encouraged to
take, and what will be its outcome?

How Would You Respond?

O Why do some youths lead a
double life?

O How do some parents contribute
][(]2 their children’s leading a double
ife?

O Leading a double life really
amounts to what?

O How can youths avoid leading a
double life?

0O What responsibility do youths
have if they know of other young
ones who have committed serious
wrongs?
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Kingdom Proclaimers Report
Experiences From Tuvalu

THE good news of the King-
dom is being proclaimed in the
beautiful islands of Tuvalu, in
the South Pacific, and a good
withess has been given even to
men in high station. An Austra-
lian brother who with his wife is
serving in the traveling work in
Tuvalu tells us of his experience:

“My wife and | were invited to
attend a meal at the home of the
Prime Minister of Tuvalu. The

occasion was the visit of Aus-
tralia’'s Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs. During the course of the
meal, my wife and | had a fine
opportunity to witness to both
the Australian minister and his
wife. When introducing us, the
Prime Minister mentioned what
a wonderful work Jehovah's Wit-
nesses are doing in Tuvalu,
particularly with regard to the
translation of our literature into
the Tuvaluan language. ‘I
have copies of all their
publications in my library,
and they are excellent!’
he said. Both the minister
and his wife were inter-
ested to hear of the prog-
ress of our work in Tu-
valu.

“Later in the evening,
we attended some local
entertainment of tradi-
tional dancing. Afterward
the Governor General of
Tuvalu approached us
and mentioned that some
Witnesses had visited his
residence the week be-
fore and had left some
copies of the Watchtower
and Awake! magazines.
He noticed on the back of
one of the magazines
an advertisement for the
New World Translation of
the Holy Scriptures and
wanted to know how he
could get one locally. We
stated that we would
gladly give him a copy.
The next Sunday, | went
up to his residence with
the Bible, and we had a
fine discussion for about
an hour. He mentioned
how much he appreciated
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our work and publications. In
fact, when we arrived at his
home, his wife was reading the
Live Forever book in Tuvaluan.
So we were happy to be able to
witness to some ‘who are in high
station.””— 1 Timothy 2:1-4.

On another occasion the
Prime Minister of Tuvalu visited
the Solomon Islands. The com-
munity of Tuvaluans who live
there hosted a feast in his hon-
or. Among those invited to the
feast was one sister, who re-
ported the following experience:

“At the conclusion of the feast,
the Prime Minister allowed an
opportunity to ask questions
about the latest developments
in Tuvalu. One question asked
was, ‘Are there any new religions
in Tuvalu?’ The Prime Minister
replied that ‘there are some new
religions that have been allowed
into Tuvalu but only one good
one.” When asked which one
that was, he replied, ‘Jehovah’s
Witnesses.’

“Everyone was surprised by
his answer, and the obvious
guestion arose as to why Je-
hovah's Witnesses are the ‘only
good religion.” He stated: ‘Be-
cause our pastors sit at home
all day and only ring a bell on
Sundays for us to go up and
listen to them. But Jehovah’s
Witnesses actually come to you,
and even though you may not
go to church, they will teach
you about the Bible in your own
home.””

So, although some would crit-
icize our door-to-door ministry,
obviously others appreciate our
taking the message to their very
homes.— Acts 5:42.
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God\s Name
.and Bible Translators

IN 1952, The Bible published
adiscussion of the “problem” of represent-
ing God’s name in Bible translations to be
used in Christendom’s mission fields. Con-
tributors recognized the importance of the
name in the Bible—which name appears in
the Hebrew Scriptures nearly 7,000 times.
But they could not agree on how it should
be rendered in modern languages. Some
favored a term such as “The Eternal.” Oth-
ers opted for the title “Lord.” None recom-
mended the rendering “Jehovah” or “Yah-
weh.” Why not?

Two reasons were mentioned by con-
tributor H. Rosin. First, he believed that
when the Hebrew Bible was originally
translated into Greek (the pre-Christian
Septuagint version) the translators ren-
dered God’s name by the Greek word for
“Lord.” Second, he feared that introducing
the name Jehovah into translations “might
also rend apart the church.” For, he add-
ed, “are not ‘Jehovah’s witnesses’ anti-
Trinitarians?”

Regarding Rosin’s first point, archaeo-
logical discoveries have proved him wrong.
In fact, the translators of the Septuagint
did not represent the divine name by the
Greek word for “Lord.” Rather, they wrote
it out in its original Hebrew characters right
in the Greek text, so that copies of the
Septuagint translation used by the early
Christians contained the divine name.

Interestingly, when the early Christians
quoted from the
likely that they removed the name from
the quotation. Thus, original manuscripts
of the Christian Greek Scriptures (the
“New Testament”) more than likely con-
tained God’s name. Professor George
Howard, in an article appearing in the Bib-
lical Archaeology Review, March 1978, of-
fered strong arguments for this conclu-
sion. For example, he mentions “a famous
rabbinic passage (Talmud Shabbat 13.5)"
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that “discusses the problem of destroy-
ing heretical texts (very probably including
books of Jewish-Christians).” What was
the problem? “The heretical texts contain
the divine name, and their wholesale de-
struction would include the destruction of
the divine name.”

But what of Rosin’s second objection?
Would the use of God’s name cause prob-
lems for Christendom? Well, consider what
happened when the name was removed.
After the first century, “Christian” copyists
replaced God’s name with words like “God”
and “Lord” in both the Septuagint and the
Christian Greek Scriptures According to
Professor Howard, this likely contributed
to the turmoil that Christendom experi-
enced in later years: “It may be that the
removal of the Tetragrammaton [God’s
name in Hebrew] contributed significantly
to the later Christological and Trinitarian
debates which plagued the church of the
early Christian centuries.”

Certainly, the removal of God's name
from the Bible made Christendom’s adop-
tion of the Trinity doctrine much easier.
Hence, if Christendom were to restore the
name in the complete Bible and in worship,
it would cause difficulties. Jehovah, as he
is revealed in the Hebrew and Christian
Greek Scriptures, is clearly separate from
Jesus Christ and is no part of a Trinity.

Professor Howard said in addition: “The
removal of the Tetragrammaton probably
created adifferent theological climate from
that which existed during the New Testa-
ment period of the first century. The Jew-
ish God who had always been carefully
distinguished from all others by the use of
his Hebrew name lost some of his distinc-

Septuagiit isiiEibssinvith the passing of the Tetra-

grammaton.” Jehovah’s Withesses have
restored God’s name not only in the com-
plete Bible but also in their daily worship.
Thus, they observe a ‘careful distinction’
between the true God and the false gods
of this world. In this way they have been
enabled to restore the “theological climate”
that existed in the first-century Christian
church.



Questions From Readers

1 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would have no sin.” (John 9:41)
Did he mean that some humans are sinless?

No, all humans today are sin-
ners, as were all in the first centu-
ry, except Jesus himself. In these
words from John 9:41, Jesus was
referring to a particular sort of
sin.

Our common ancestor Adam
burdened all his descendants
with sin. Adam had been creat-
ed perfect, sinless. (Deuterono-
my 32:4; 2 Samuel 22:31) When
he disobeyed Jehovah’s basic in-
structions, Adam became imper-
fect. To sin means basically “to
miss the mark.” Adam truly did
that. So by violating God’s com-
mand, Adam became a sinner.

All of us have been affected be-
cause all of us came from Adam.
You could illustrate it this way: A
man who was born with a domi-
nant genetic defect would pass it
on to all his offspring; they would
inherit the same defect. Modern
scientists can determine whether
certain chromosomal defects ex-
ist in an embryo or a newborn, but
Jehovah goes beyond that. He re-
veals that a grave defect did
come to exist in Adam and that it
has been passed on to all of us.
This defect is sin. “Through one
man [Adam] sin entered into the

world and death through sin, and
thus death spread to all men be-
cause they had all sinned.” (Ro-
mans 5:12) This sinful state has
put humans out of harmony with
the Creator, in addition to bringing
upon them sickness and death.
No human besides Jesus has
been perfect and free of condem-
nation to death. —Romans 5:
18-21; 6:23; 2 Chronicles 6:36.

In the Bible, however, individu-
als are sometimes termed “sin-
ners” because of being noted as
outstanding practicers of sin or of
a flagrant sort of sin. (Luke 19:
2-7; Mark 2:16, 17; 14:41) That,
of course, does not mean that the
rest of the people were perfect,
sinless. Had they been, they
would not have grown old and
eventually died.

The account in John chapter 9
involved a man who was born
blind but whose sight Jesus
healed. The man had not person-
ally been able to read the Scrip-
tures, yet he did have a limited
knowledge. He knew that God
does not hear the requests of will-
ful sinners. The fact that Jehovah
empowered Jesus to perform the
miracle of providing sight proved

that Jesus was a prophet. The
proud Pharisees, though, refused
to accept this man'’s logical testi-
mony, and they threw him out.
—John 9:13-17, 26-34.

After this, Jesus said: “For this
judgment | came into this world:
that those not seeing might see
and those seeing might become
blind.” (John 9:39) Yes, on the
basis of his preaching, other ac-
tivities, and role in God’s purpos-
es, individuals either would gain
spiritual sight and walk in light or
would be in spiritual darkness.
(Isaiah 9:1, 2; 42:6, 7; Matthew
4:13-17; 6:23; 2 Peter 1:9; 2 Co-
rinthians 4:4) Had the religious
leaders been just uninformed
Jews with the normal burden of
human sin, their not accepting
the Messiah might have been ex-
cused. But they, who claimed to
“see,” or understand, were espe-
cially reprehensible because they
had greater knowledge of the Law
and of God’s prophetic Word. So
their rejecting Jesus was a se-
rious sin that condemned them
more than their normal human im-
perfection and sin did. Thus, Je-
sus told the Pharisees: “If you
were blind, you would have no sin.
But now you say, ‘We see.’ Your
sin remains.”—John 9:41.

The proxies, which will be sent to the members

Annual Meeting

October 1,1988

THE ANNUAL MEETING of the members of
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsyl-
vania will be held on October 1, 1988, at the Assem-
bly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 2932 Kennedy
Boulevard, Jersey City, New Jersey. A preliminary
meeting of the members only will convene at
9:30 a.m., followed by the general annual meeting at
10:00 am.

The members of the Corporation should inform
the Secretary’s Office now of any change in their
mailing addresses during the past year so that the
regular letters of notice and proxies can reach them
shortly after August 15.

along with the notice of the annual meeting, are to
be returned so as to reach the Office of the Secre-
tary of the Society not later than September 1
Each member should complete and return his proxy
promptly, stating whether he is going to be at the
meeting personally or not. The information given on
each proxy should be definite on this point, since it
will be relied upon in determining who will be per-
sonally present.

It is expected that the entire session, including
the formal business meeting and reports, will be
concluded by 1:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter. There
will be no afternoon session. Because of limited
space, admission will be by ticket only. No arrange-
ments will be made for tying in the annual meeting
by telephone lines to other locations.
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That is what ever so man
people have been saying.
traveling insurance salesman
in California observes: "l am
on the highway traveling
very often. 1 use the car cas-
sette system to plaY the tapes
and have been able to listen
to The Watchtower, each is-
sue, many times to gain a
wealth of spiritual food."

Another letter, from Cali-
fornia, explains: "Truly these
taﬁes are a jo% to me, and
| know that they are a %n‘t
from the true God, Jehovah. |
just love them and use every
opportunity to listen. | fe€l
that | am putting valuable
information in my head in-
stead of junk. Truly a mere
‘thank you' does not fully ex-
press how having these tapes
makes me feel."

A writer from Utah says:
“While they cannot fully re-
place intense reading and re-

reading of the articles, their
aid in 'sounding' down the
truth cannot be overlooked.
Now my wife and | can listen
quietly at home or while we
are in the car.”

TAVI It



