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16. (a)"What are somé of the crrcumstances
e the response of people
hat Iocal examples of ¢
response can you give?

ement is given at Galatians
it affect our view of visiting

that can chan

T7Remember, too that those who have
ﬂrown UFr) Ln e e{r syears Powh Ve fanl(
s, are taking Ji e er ou&g and are as

uestions“that ong d ord can
W or exam mot er
rnvte two rtne mt er ome
sar a little |r coudnev un er
sand mr{ erturned the Witness-
€S awa nd em she was notrnte{
heE uwnedodowas k

| et gde
meyown%n%Yvw udﬁ ?hovaﬁs It-
sges to come in an explarn the Bible to

]8Have ou notlrced that some eoplg
who oul] not talk to §for easan
thou t they were * ave ,ar& wash%
SI ce[ uestiqns: }/ ”ﬂﬁ
ace In t eir religious  t rnd
aesag r? at theg ave been gur
Isitlusione (adstunne X%PQSU”O
Immora con [itical activities,. an
Waste of churc ﬁ/some promrne
evrsro evan |sts te nce trusted.
ere b rs as can
ron wr hin rea cont n&u
{0 deteriorate u tr the trmge of her de-
structron evelation 1
Bln any case, we shouId ot become
drscoura g en most people are up-
eptrv we have Ieé em dpo(b
eywearﬁsté ontheern Canada
hqusenol er vrsrte by two. rtnesses
aaret' e oS! tetrn%mmt e
ey had sai and wante tg frnd) Ohem S0
co% answer que tions raised In her
mr e got Into er car and went

17. How are some now reacting to the Kingdom
message? Give any local examples.

18. How does the thanging religious scene affect
the territory in WhICh we preach and teach?

19. 20. What shows why we should not feel
discouraged about going back agarn and again to
people who reject the message?
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s gens  RRIBRIRLSAS
KNG DO R e [P WE &asonpwes 9(1{%pl We (g not tlﬁe 0 te
o aIat|a]n IS Work has Jenovan’s
O Who gave us the commission and [ﬁ) rgva and essing, an 0 artlc pat-
the l|(nstruct|on on how to do the rb es ﬁ)ur %e r| our
wor
O That Jehovah’s blessing is on ner \s\/ th\(ljompfenO ne]pal#g
whr;};[JI h%s already been done B?] |an3
worldwide
O T9 keep the .rigbt attitude despite ys \Q/e '[ USt g%c eth[ af'[acrtn%q(at Jt ey ot
any “unresponsive” ones '[0 work '[ Il 0 r(bqtgjent ome
O To pray to “keep speaking” as the '[Im It 1S. We. 8urse }Yes we Start out
apostles did let eqative | Ln that we knmﬁ
e ek o 3 thV'?)?frt mtuﬁea%{h‘) il
dCla

Ioohmrg for emu ddown the tfeets ur tone ?f vaice and ress|o
R el el il
Sl i SEiebs ERETRRR
riend said t at t erg as a%/tness at 8 %enh%s We nee f T\I aPp{oacH
er place of work an Lh ﬁ“w new ook at our wor dﬁ et.us
Inetseae egl P/gorq?nwlgs tguscenggltoftl% sgt aeet\m a%]\éve feae{] dﬁ)] uteh és%e\l’\s/%n p it gie
the.Inter steé erson%home ﬁowm shg P y reap

led ren elgh 0rs, Telgfives, an g%alfg% \é\/mreonl{kegy allr? t%t flreeaslﬁergfalrtv%rlggg
E evgr?rpggg ntsétntllan%/s an1 é)er3238 glerr“r(ﬁgrgles9 (b% %at%wllwedwcquss mythe next

s.and Bibles as asZ Mmaga-
zmes have

een placed.

rp( recigfe our |Is Inr a letter ,
a branc ICe 0 (51 (ib 0 Can You Explain?
oclety,. one W man Sal al OUV{(‘W O Why should we not “give up” in
avin ? stilled a great gedlca R w going to our neighbors with the good
earts of tnose of our faith. Ihan ou news?
or CO hﬂeq aroynd a“n O Who told us to make disciples the
ove of the” Lor Wlt ther hat S way we do, and what are the basic
C dOES S0 Ve OI‘IO tﬁrs d features of that method?

d ecr Uel, otners 1

ent &f e ryec e il oes many serrtones and what wil neln
a WOI' g ave som one C m?mg us maintain the right attitude about

that situation?

INg
0 fl EOdone Why should we “k king”
Qgln ang erqetter a ﬁou?e the gond NeWs "without letup-?

ﬁ(] Qr']%i
Roldet 28k us ot 1o give Up on people
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P
Xﬁns
entio
to Your
Teaching

“Pay constant attention to
yourself and to your
teaching. Stay by these
things, for by doing this
you will save both yourself
and those who listen to
you.”—1 TIMOTHY 4:16.

60:
% tired

n to
fue,

EHOVA |s now s eed ne%hbors more often. Indeed, Hcreaseg vrltnessm
meq mga her activity by so maﬂg more U drs erserd 0neers |
e e o 6s. ure t en n? stirrm word fie d omentum
thrs IS otrme rhrs this [oyols ﬁﬁt errng will yet grow.—lsala
slow down In t elr 11: comoare Psa
reach nd d ISCIE a Iﬂ D Rather than succumbto any feeling of bein
ork, 25 f Matthe i)ut becaus someterrrto[]y IS er ovee ]requ
L1 ) A Vh/e need tqc We sho e}cog é the fime for s, to
eﬁrn ac(?or esprtrrto fay to Jehov rtene2 Ynamrc ene
o 0'” In OaurErlme inish the work. (Isai John 5:14
will be gettrng %ac t0'OUr 2. (a) According to Isaiah 40:28-31, what source of energy

1. Why is this no time for us to slow
dowirr in our Kingdom-preaching
work?

Kingdom-preachin
2ying extra atten

ime?

(t;work (b)

can we draw ypon for the needed ‘strength to finish the
What 1s a good. reason for

ion to the quality of our ministry at this
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mi
thee[p have area een gathered.
al was once succ rn ass trn%cer

arn ) ema on er be effect

ni r? ers1 tr rto_lres
ence, the
u |ty of ourmrnrstry nee extra atten
3W|th renewed determination, 1L}ne can
concentrﬁte Qn. Im orrng our £ otrv
nesﬁ mtemrnrstr dscanrn f res
ent usBaerornoo [ field service. But how

can It yin const nt a 1en-
flon to iUI‘SGﬁVeS aﬁa l?f teac In

t ST n'retanrnﬂt
rfun

rrebre LF') M ??'&E&Skﬁ[u

illiops, of th at}crowd of 0 er

hes % f our
ern or []e are some aspects of our
g]ttlgrltstr t which we need to “pay constant

How to Develop ‘New” Territory
tICthll_et us look at th e srtua%on N a prac-

nman aces, t onew

EVE’ 55 new terntermowr 3/n
nsassr nment9 Xlo W wch

a e cannot acf as fwe ave
ne erc ed t that home herore by sy
sal att

8 0y a(twe ae us a
oars. L the er will recog
nize U ax We ave re eatedly co
ered te erritory. Regeoning
From the Scriptures |VeS OVer f@ {f
ctions t ha T We Can Use 'ﬂ our mini lv
emusé epare Em We ﬂsomet ﬂ
resh an ealrhg&ln em In wit

Eat‘hgrsth%n fel apoﬁogge Ic aboultn cearl‘hng

3. How can fresh enthusiasm be injected into
our field ministry?

4. In what way can we develop new " territory
in our congregation’s assignment?
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ften, we need to have 0SIfIve. ttrtude
r‘naY(ee our terr ah) h

ror ew” Wit
%ualrt resentatron vvrll this thp If
ouse ders are un e do
HhKnowing a ouse e st atti ude
coH resull in negatve out
garn ut W Iy érot m
<now urady rnstta
at w S sardI eérnng

our
U Al Yo might ay:. “Good morn
i—l rs frt %eem frttrgg 1you co

mrg avnw a]s stw

e v tE L
vo?ved Pnem er, Asfane %? Who I%o
takes er%on SeriqQus éb
our. cHur IS sa |n abo ]tn

urvrva IE the nu C]e ouseho

hrm
mmen er Whe
st |st nin

on can. m a
éfm mengeg]r%ehlvn\nlm)(l W a%%th]rs %t\Hslrjt(P |f
tey hms VES caniosome of the talk-

rajfett;tntr il aaa*a(rv

?(? Wha %u say, you caf trarn /ousr-
s%v]mgd ‘ﬁﬁo Q sv%{tegoricuirsneq%?h ors,

h@ 3 scussrp umi
ornr e are M} gD
Iar ea

nerg have en ne%s ect we

areaiscussrng on svrsr on In-

g, This els0 ser s fo maethe terntor
e actual w 8rdbnuq

dr er som at In your lan thi

5. (ta) How can we make a prevrously unfriendly
attitude work to our advantage? (bj What have
vou found to work well locally? (c) Whv are
rstenrn and honest commendation helpful?

& ow can we train householders to expect
us to call regularly? Jb) What key expressjons
can help us to suocee (c) What works well in
the local territory?



les the main rdea Why not

ﬂr e the most of It, to your
eﬁran %%eﬁ] Y

as to prepare the house-
hofder or ’?heﬁ ext call, some

Wit esses Liccegs, wi
onc usjon i ﬁr §\N Ilooﬁ
orwar 1ro v srtrng \Mou again
sooner 0se ere
somewh { reluctant to talk to
you at |rst you might sa

\ie en ed o r i ussro
ou su e so
ornts

Eut t east We dnot
ta ﬁout ad news, w chwe
car] eam |me t was
fru 0leso e Doubtless,
ou W eveo o er ap-

ate w to spe

useho ers. At an
rae ngOSI rve expres-
srons 0 re enta-
fjons, % ren F en-
eavor to help t wubcnot
to resent our regular calls

Bear Thorough Witness
8 . Another t mH We can |Joay
attention to ¢ kee H
enthusiasm hrq IS tho u?
Ness In sea ng ou 8
|n ones cfs 2h }

%n a brot er

or t eman o g

awonﬁrn racr

come {0 t ooro eb
or In the evening. ro a
7. Ea) When leaving, how do some
Witnesses prepare t e householder
for another visjt? (bl) In this re-
?ard what works well in the local
errrtov\y

hat suggestrons are %
for thoroughly searching ou
serving onés?

iven
de-

is the wife tha rreve talked to ost trme io
Wecan kea re tartw ha ous eqh

e can t e (}/aH
rrserr.ro i r e s i
I\]ote ow the CP romote fam unrY ommend
th% man for goo |d§)as e May exP

1 A ks S
oherr% i m)ém%%rsdlrvrrlrerwune filoy is o seekc ou

B% same (00—
gran mo[ I, 3 nephe cousin chool a

0 o
ISter-In-law Y\%O WOrKS JUFI ?V Q ? as also
eerbgractrca {0 note hqw “r%nyﬁ]ectrrc meters or
ﬁere es r]e are at a ese may Indicate

Wi
J)G%PF dve renov? 8 gasement an attic,, or
other rea t0 rent out. Try to contact those rentrng
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oetpselrjsd e%&ls Stb” Eel\frvso%eg% etcwoa/r//%n%t
B ne more wa to sfretch house-to-

house terrifor %I € ItTa rest at t;fmes
as. We al cnjvate In ‘other Te our

tures

L
not at lne wg%n \We cal? gnti Po
itt el Raceo USINESS or emg Xment
sirn% n ?rness areas tan be

rrt/beruclontacteg ? f)egere%etﬁ retnrensa%v

?gq § ro rra pro UCTIVE NOUrS

on ers resul S

rme and 0 grecrate avl

e rn% reag ? 8, SISIers es
3 x need to avor certain areas
urr ours,

about those not at home whe]n
nrecl erea ain, we must e(hor]ou
ome Witnesses s t e|{ well-kept ho
tp-nouse ecor S rrgB a(er elr doof-to
oor Wor ac ace W ere

P)efog ere ‘I me ear ler tﬁh
ouseholdersTiave re urn

?r nrght wor erg are awake a rme

areas ercent 0L more are not

a ho e 0 We can,

da
e ec dou eﬂn torx gma rn
8 S at eret IS unt

A ex errence) meoBe S Omreee r%%”%?fs
eI oWor P n0r-aLT0res. of

e
tﬁ dps better resuI than does our mrtreﬂ

10. What is another way to stretch our house-
to-house territory, and what have some done to
contact nr%ht workers?

11. (a) What are some Witnesses dorng where
many are not at home on the first call? (b) What
effect can diligence in making not-at-nome calls
have on ur territory, with what results in the
ministry?
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-Ve rng cals on ¢

aIn %F Ine”stations, Stores hos-
ge esk cler sare not usua neé

,pla{rﬁrm?her%ggrsd avi

covqra e of terrrt?r%u By pa rng atteentrolﬂ

H(G asBec 0 An1str

W
reap many bl essIngs.—Proverns

Those Who Complarn
]2Wtr]at can be said 1o peog e who cnI

aln WE are Cq |
st il

G D
ere eP(/? vgeeﬁ p\FI)V en e

ity el el trets'rrror .
uen calls can s ur r erest, lade-
eamanrna ter a rtnesstosa
eP erve now or many weeks.
dokn] rs en {0 t/nel tnesse
tean 0 onévyalg/ Xou Sit eop

tQ CO
[EVIOUS C

ave offered a
Tta ing It clear that rtml % éﬂi
urnaI Weh

] se e
ast trmR~we Hed : easonrn t% uc
Lous holders, We tsa a per a,ﬁ)é
ave recerve an¥ sp%peﬁ
na azrnes srnce our last Visit hv\?e
nota contarned od NeWs.
coud explain’t a We. are rrngirneqn %o
ews an tha vrsrts are no
ouse er IS oo bus

sax I?t hIS 1S notthe est i e s
I h you, | c3n See you on our nextc rn

7

@ta%% AA

al_courte expec ted. where we Irve
ISter In xplains our frequent ca
1S Wa: evrs n news will ‘report on
e course of a typhoon again and again,

12. How should we react when peoeve complain
that we are calling too frequentPr

14, How are Some fellow be evers handlrng
matters when householders complain?

SO
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some 0 e cau €S 0 d atyé[h n encoq ver GTH area hl ﬁ]gs noqNO%elna
| o

¢ s 10 Nof 1 it | e 0S|
tr%reach i Nearts of s Ot FEaDle eeraeproac e

Ira th may mirror their fsr 10 ﬁy
.anio ofe egureg{ i ra nesvoﬁql R raa it “retrc t“n it i

SItua- atc |cat| n ear
ea onrn att USt ese out wrt th matter i nsFt It ml teven
err |vesrnt estw can her anonr sub éucha an ar
are drs use bcause |ous ea ns r hed |ng
?rrnsm%rall%e a/\(;rorIn o IatrJ StoatrakgUI ttlrrnt % re t artn V\é dhmkd
tan Inst sex a? mmorajnﬁ oth se |n |e¥t/ %tlsrnarrlece]t% OUSFn%Srt”
ouse ers are usrone and jUSt Ve h%?s In the m er|a woman w
or foday. ust reje te our teraure
b "We lwow that ear]y Christian mrnrsmaltg zrne ) secon
U 0. oman

te successf ycoe Ith"the dsan]e ness a {te
tandotrrl soirnefip dBm ro?r(r] vtfé“ etoers ~ Hretwa e(r)elearn thon beoatsI
gvmnntnrans éa%zgﬂﬁnce We nowén ? ¥nagazrne containing hat mforma

|J ?]t W g 3 nee 9 |0n
ear. Sifl, how can we re rr eart: Seerng It to Completion

neﬁgyrhsor% nut ad n%urhelr?r Séteerﬁst“ﬁg BAbove all, e need fo be patient with

0. [nen we mi h d M SUGA WEIl- 17 How may our publications be used to reach
tshought out quegtrons as tﬁese d you sorpeetven \trvﬁen they at frst Insist that they are
not Interested?

15. (a) What can be a %rowrn% challenge when 19. (a) To what additional points should we
we work our territory otten? (D) Why dre some %a attention’ as we perform our ministry?
people apathetic? What prejudiced ideas do some people have
éﬁ ow gtrght the heart of an apathetic person abeorrrr]t us and our beliefs, and how can we answer
e reached?
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AS TERRITORY COVERAGE
INCREASES,

“Pay constant attention” to:

O Positive approaches and
presentations

O More thorough searching out of
the deserving ones

O Dealing patiently with complaining
ones

0O Meeting the challenges of apathy
and misunderstanding

e AR TR
2h|nk ver what [go E%Iace at the prevjous
one to see whgre |mF ovement IS E

Pssmle
Be understan L or many people have
wron 0eas apolt Jehovalt’s, Witnesses.
J ) sal}/ ou avojgl politics and ¢ivic
utle% retuse mnarY ervice, o,
rea am|I|e[s this at%J[ﬁJde

1ke t ato t wordtowar our Tellow
(evers of the first century. Show house-
ers tpls Per ans usl 9 uotations un-

er the heading “Neutrality” in the rea-
sonlng hook.

15 religion was S0 et ng apey t from an
Syperi 1a t 0|t|c SOCIEtY. hest
?|ance ng(e ot 16-Cags ﬁr b t 0
# eta? ment of t s
tlan eart affairs seeme to t

r ior} %nf]h VIC du y, weaken

ﬁatlona er an ertu
dvised Christians to refus ‘mi Ja}r)
ser\uc? hI’IS'[IaHS were exnhorte
thelr ader% to. avoid non-Christians, t
H elr festiva games as harbarous,
an the|r theaters & sfews of obsceni-
ty. .. . Christianity [when making con-
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T

vertse] was charged with breakmg6 u70 the
hOME.”—caesar and Christ, D0

ZOSome EPeoBIe will not Ilsten no matter

what we say. But that should be because of

thelr regec lon of tl} e Kingdom essagg
not bec use of our a|Iure 0 ma e?
ua |ty %resentanons In_our_ministry.
17:32: E zeklel

g % oou[ best Wlt Gos
8ﬁn Jehova | see the work
Ilp u% {0 its completion.—Compare Phi-

Wi hfuII conficlence, then, continue t

ave Rent to do In the work of the Lard,
nowi g t your lanor is not in vain.”
El Cori thlane]‘. 15:58) “Pa cons%ant atten-
|on 0] goHrse fandfoy (g Ir teachin

N =

tes In oIng tnis ou WI
Save, f l?rse P ang ose Who ISten to
eu

ou. Aboye ag “let us
ot gi ’w om w at Is fine, for in due
5eas Pwes all rea 1f we do not tire out,
—(alatians 6:9.

20, 21. (a) What do we wantto be sure of when
people do hot respond? (b) Why should we “not
give up” but continue our fine work of Kingdom
preaching?

Can You Recall?

O What are some ways to maintain
a positive attitude in frequently
worked territory?

O How can we more thoroughly
search out deserving ones?

O How can we try to deal with
those who complain that we call
too often?

O In what ways can we meet the
challenge of apathy?

0O What will i ’Prove the quality of
our ministry~
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about two miles from Jerusalem. A man

is an expert on the Law of Moses approach-
es him with a question, asking: “Teacher, by
doing what shall | inherit everlasting life?”

Jesus detects that the man, a lawyer, is not
asking simply for information but because he
desires to test him. The lawyer’'s aim may be to
get Jesus to answer in a way that will offend the
sensibilities of the Jews. So Jesus gets the law-
yer to commit himself, asking: “What is written in
the Law? How do you read?”

In reply, the lawyer, exercising unusual insight,
quotes from God'’s laws at Deuteronomy 6:5 and
Leviticus 19:18, saying: “You must love Jehovah
your God with your whole heart and with your
whole soul and with your whole strength and with
your whole mind,” and, ‘your neighbor as your-
self.””

“You answered correctly,” Jesus responds.
“Keep on doing this and you will get life.”

The lawyer, however, is not satisfied. Jesus’
answer is not specific enough for him. He wants
confirmation from Jesus that his own views are
correct and hence that he is righteous in his
treatment of others. Therefore, he asks: “Who
really is my neighbor?”

JESUS is perhaps near Bethany, a
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The Jews believe that the
term “neighbor” applies only to
fellow Jews, as the context of
Leviticus 19:18 seems to in-
dicate. In fact, later even the'
apostle Pejter said: “You well
know how unlawful it is for a
Jew to join himself to or ap-
proach a man of another race.”
So the lawyer, and perhaps
Jesus’ disciples too, believe
that they are righteous if they
treat only fellow Jews kindly,
since, in their view, non-Jews
are not really their neighbors.

Without offending his listen-
ers, how can Jesus correct
their view? He tells a story,
possibly based on an actual
happening. “A certain [Jew],”
Jesus explains, “was going
down from Jerusalem to Jeri-
cho and fell among robbers,



who both stripped him and inflicted
blows, and went off, leaving him half-
dead.”

“Now, by coincidence,” Jesus contin-
ues, “a certain priest was going down
over that road, but, when he saw him, he
went by on the opposite side. Likewise,
a Levite also, when he got down to the
place and saw him, went by on the op-
posite side. But a certain Samaritan
traveling the road came upon him and,
at seeing him, he was moved with pity.”

Many priests and their Levite temple
assistants live in Jericho, a distance of
14 miles on a dangerous road that de-
scends 3,000 feet from where they
serve at the temple in Jerusalem. The
priest and the Levite would be expected
to help a fellow Jew in distress. But they
do not. Instead, a Samaritan does. The
Jews hate Samaritans so much that re-

J Life and
i Ministry

cently they insulted Jesus in the stron-
gest terms by calling him “a Samaritan.”

What does the Samaritan do to help
the Jew? “He approached him,” Jesus
says, “and bound up his wounds, pour-
ing oil and wine upon them. Then he
mounted him upon his own beast and
brought him to an inn and took care of
him. And the next day he took out two
denarii [about two days’ wages], gave
them to the innkeeper, and said, Take
care of him, and whatever you spend
besides this, | will repay you when |
come back here.””

After telling the story, Jesus asks the
lawyer: “Who of these three seems to
you to have made himself neighbor to
the man that fell among the robbers?”

Feeling uncomfortable about attribut-
ing any merit to a Samaritan, the lawyer
answers simply: “The one that acted
mercifully toward him.”

“Go your way and be doing the same
yourself,” Jesus concludes.

Had Jesus told the lawyer directly
that non-Jews also were his neighbors,
not only would the man not have ac-
cepted this but most of the audience
would probably have taken his side in
the discussion with Jesus. This true-to-
life story, however, made it obvious in an
irrefutable way that our neighbors in-
clude people besides those of our own
race and nationality. What a marvelous
way Jesus has of teaching! Luke 10:
25-37; Acts 10:28; John 4:9; 8:48.

+ What questions did the lawyer ask Jesus, and
what evidently was his purpose in asking?

+ Who did the Jews believe were their neigh-
bors, and what reason is there to believe that
even the disciples shared this view?

+ How did Jesus get across the correct view so
that the lawyer could not refute it?
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Questions From Readers

1 Was Jesus referring to Judas when he told Pilate: “This is
why the man that handed me over to you has greater sin”?— John

19:11.

It does not seem that Jesus
was here referring to Judas or to
any other particular man. A num-
ber of culpable men were in-
volved in the events leading up
to Jesus’ being before Pilate and
facing death.

Likely, Judas comes to mind
first because that corrupt apostle
turned traitor. (John 6:64, 71;
12:4-6) Judas met with the chief
priests, who wanted “to get rid of”
Jesus. They paid Judas 30 pieces
of silver to betray him. (Luke 22:
2-6) Unquestionably, then, Judas
had great sin respecting Jesus’
death.

But Judas alone did not bring
about Jesus’ death. The high
priest Caiaphas had instigated
others to have Jesus killed. (John
11:49, 50) Matthew relates that
once “the chief priests and the
entire Sanhedrin” had condemned
Jesus, they acted as a group. “All
the chief priests and the older
men of the people held a consul-
tation against Jesus so as to put
him to death. And, after binding
him, they led him off and handed
him over to Pilate the governor.”
(Matthew 26:59-65; 27:1,2) Fur-
thermore, after Pilate had found
Jesus innocent, “the crowds”
asked that Barabbas be re-
leased. In contrast, regarding Je-
sus they cried: “Let him be
impaled!”— Matthew 27:20-23;
John 18:40.

So Jesus likely was not speak-
ing about one specific individual
when he said to Pilate: “The man
that handed me over to you has
greater sin.” (John 19:11) Though
Judas, “the son of destruction,”
bore particularly heavy guilt,
many others shared guilt for the

sin of killing Jesus. (John 17:12)
That is why on the day of Pente-
cost the apostle Peter called on
the Jews to repent of their grave
sin against the Son of God. (Acts
2:36-38) Such Jews were part of

a nation dedicated to Jesus’ God,
Jehovah. They had available to
them the prophecies that identi-
fied Jesus as the Messiah. And
many of them saw Jesus’ mira-
cles. So they certainly were more
guilty of sin than was a non-
Jewish official who pronounced
Jesus innocent.— John 18:38.

1 What was the point of Jehovah's telling Ezekiel that his face was
to be hard, like the faces of the Jews?

Ezekiel was a prophet of God,
serving among the Jews who had
been taken captive to Babylon.
These captives evidently thought
that Jehovah would somehow
come quickly to their rescue be-
cause they were his chosen peo-
ple. They did not accept the fact
that what they had experienced
came upon them because they
merited his disfavor.

So when Jehovah directed Eze-
kiel to “speak with my words to
them,” it was not an easy assign-
ment. In preparing the prophet,
God warned that “they will not
want to listen to you, for they are
not wanting to listen to me; be-
cause all those of the house of
Israel are hardheaded and hard-
hearted.”— Ezekiel 3:4, 7.

At this point God told Ezekiel:
“Look! | have made your face ex-
actly as hard as their faces and
your forehead exactly as hard as
their foreheads. Like a diamond,
harder than flint, | have made your
forehead. You must not be afraid
of them.”— Ezekiel 3:8, 9.

The people were obstinate and
rebellious. (Ezekiel 2:6) Would
they be able to overcome or in-
timidate God's messenger? No.
Since he had God's backing, Eze-
kiel was not going to be softer
than they were. Flint is a very
hard stone, harder than steel. If
the stubborn, unresponsive Jews
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could be compared to flint, so
could Ezekiel. Even more, he was
to be like diamond, the hardest of
minerals; it is so hard that it can
scratch even flint.— Jeremiah 17:
12

This certainly does not mean
that God's people today should
consider it desirable to be tough,
insensitive to another's feelings,
or even ruthless in doing what
they feel is right. Note what the
apostle Peter urged as to inter-
personal dealings: “All of you be
like-minded, showing fellow feel-
ing, having brotherly affection,
tenderly compassionate, humble
in mind, not paying back injury
for injury or reviling for reviling,
but, to the contrary, bestowing a
blessing.”— 1 Peter 3:8, 9.

Compassion is also one of the
underlying motives in our sharing
the good news of the Kingdom
with others. (Matthew 9:36-38)
But when we encounter indiffer-
ence, rejection, or outright oppo-
sition, we will not cease proclaim-
ing God’s message for our time.
That includes proclaiming that
soon he will bring “vengeance
upon those who do not know God
and those who do not obey the
good news about our Lord Jesus.”
(2 Thessalonians 1:6-9) We must
not be intimidated or hold back. In
this sense we can be as diamond-
hard as Ezekiel had to be.



Insight on the News

“Millions of years of evolu-
tion” gave the zebra its stripes,
claims the British magazine
World of Wildlife. The reason?
Some scientists say that the
stripes evolved as a camouflage
to protect the animal from pred-
ators. Seemingly adding credi-
bility to this view is the fact that
stripes do tend to produce a
blurring effect when seen from a
distance. However, not all men
of science agree. Dr. Gerrie de
Graaff, scientific adviser for the
South African wildlife magazine
Custos, notes: “We cannot as-
sume that animals see things in
the same way as we do.” By
way of explanation, de Graaff
points out that the behavior of
zebras does not harmonize with
the camouflage theory of stripe
development. Why? Because
zebras do not try to conceal
themselves as do animals who
depend on color camouflage.
They are noisy and active and
make themselves conspicuous
by grazing on open plains.

Other evolutionists theorize
that the zebra’s distinct black
and white stripes create an op-
tical illusion. According to de
Graaff, one contention is that
“charging lions are unable to
single out an individual because
it merges with others in the
herd,” whereas “another sug-
gests that the lion is dazzled or
miscalculates its imaginary last
leap.” But as he observes,
“these theories founder on the
observable confidence with
which lions kill zebras.”

In conclusion, de Graaff con-
cedes that, “as yet, we really
do not know why a zebra has
stripes.” The reason, however,
is clear to students of the Bible.
At Genesis 1:20-25 we are told
that all the earth’s creatures
were created by God “accord-
ing to their kinds.” As a result,
a natural biological process
is responsible for the zebra’s
stripes. Such stripes are part of
the marvelous variety of design
in God'’s creation.

Working Ministers?

Some clergymen expect to
see drastic changes in their
profession in the near future.
This was the concern ex-
pressed by one Lutheran pas-
tor, Jean-Pierre Jornod, in Re-
formiertes Forum, a Lutheran
journal published in Switzer-
land. He stated: “l would go so
far as to predict that the pastor
of the year 2000 will in most
cases have a part-time job in
addition to his parish.” Why? He
added: “Not solely for financial
reasons, but first and foremost
because society has an in-
creasing need for pastors who
are in touch with everyday life.”

Elaborating on this need, Jor-
nod said: “The pastor of the
year 2000 will be a man or
woman well versed in the art of
communication. | do not claim
that churches will be empty
then, but the people a pastor
wants to reach will keep away
from church, just as is partly
the case today. His message,
therefore, will have to be clear-
er, more understandable, and
more to the point.”

It is noteworthy that paid
shepherds were unknown in
first-century Christianity. The
apostle Paul, for example, pro-
vided for his own physical
needs by means of a secular
job— tentmaking. What is more,
he reached the people in a
very effective way, by teaching
them “publicly and from house
to house.” (Acts 18:3; 20:20,
21, 33, 34) In contrast with to-
day’s paid ministers, the elders,
or shepherds, among Jehovah'’s
Witnesses still follow this Scrip-
tural pattern of the first-century
Christians.
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young woman who had attended college in
lowa, U.S.A., writes regarding one of her teach-

ers: "l could remember her way of teaching about the
human anatomy and physiology of the body. She
strongly believed in a Creator,

A Case but yet the questions of evo-
lution would be asked by stu-

for Creation e

When this former student
received a copy of the book Life—How Did It Get
Here? By Evolution or by Creation? she thought of her
teacher and sent her a copy. The teacher wrote back:

"I'm about halfway through the book, and as |
suspected, it is exactly the type of reference material
| have often wished | had to back up my beliefs. In
my opinion, it is excellent! Very well presented plus
very well documented. All the research | have often
wished | had time for or an inclination to do has been
done for me! Also, it pleases me that you knew it is
the type of book | would want to have. Thank you
very much!"



