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2. (a) What are some ways in
which Jehovah’s servants may
express thankfulness to him?

(b)I What is_required beyond ver-
bal expressions of thanks?

The Israelites showed
thankfulness by offering
tithes and firstfruits and
by making provision

for the poor to glean
their fields
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3. Why should all of us be thankful to God?

The psalmist thanked Jehovah for
His wonderful works and thoughts
toward His people
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and theocratic building
projects, as well as by
making material gifts
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13, 14, Though Christians are not under the
Mosaic Law, can any. parallel be drawn for them
from the tithing law?
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19. What |mpresses you most about the needy
widow at the temple?

20. How may we display the same admirable
attitude as that shown by the poor widow?
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21, 22. What effect should kindly reminders to
?]howt ourselves thankful evoke in appreciative
earts?

Do You Recall?

O Why do Christians constantly
need to check the extent of their
thankfulness?

O Why have Jehovah’s people
always had extra cause for
thankfulness?

O In what specific ways could the
Israelites show their thankfulness
to Jehovah?

O Like the Israelites, what specific
things can we do to express
thankfulness?

O What can we learn from the
needy widow at the temple?



Kingdom Proclaimers Report
Integrity Under Ban

FOR 11 years the preaching
work in one Southeast Asian
country has been under official
government ban. In recent
years, however, the brothers
have had reason to believe that
some responsible persons in
the government would like to
relieve the situation. The ban
appears to have been prompt-
ed by strong influence of Chris-
tendom’s religions in govern-
mental circles.

At times the brothers have
been subjected to surveillance,
arrest, and intense interroga-
tion. Those working for gov-
ernment institutions have been
threatened with demotion or
forced retirement if they do not
join the State political party. A
group of publishers was se-
verely beaten.

Witnesses have also been
stripped of legal rights, such as
the services of civil courts and
the right to conduct funerals.
(The authorities appoint a cler-
gyman to do this.) In some
places, even registration of
marriage is denied Witnesses!

Yet, those overseeing the
work there report: “Invariably,
where brothers face the issue
boldly, respectfully giving a wit-
ness from the Bible, the inter-
rogations eventually stop and
surveillance lessens, enabling
the brothers effectively to carry
on the preaching and disciple-
making work.”— Matthew 28:
19, 20.

For example, a sister under
interrogation was asked where
we get the name Jehovah. Cou-
rageously she opened her Bible

to Exodus 15:3, where the
name appears. The interroga-
tor, a military commander, fol-
lowed along in the Bible, say-
ing: “Yes, indeed. It is in the
Bible.” Then, turning to a cler-
gyman who was also participat-
ing in the interrogation, he in-
quired: “Why don't you inform
the people about the name?”
The clergyman lamely replied:
“Oh, yes, the name is in the OId
Testament. But because this
country does not have diplo-
matic relations with Israel, we
do not use the name.” The sis-
ter was immediately released!

Acting on a tip from an “inter-
ested” person, the police can-
celed the first of three district
conventions the night before it
was to begin! However, several
favorably minded persons on
the police force helped stop the
ensuing interrogations. Fear-
lessly, the brothers held the
other two conventions.

In spite of strong religious op-
position in this country, there
are still those who love righ-
teousness. One employer, for
example, having seen the
brothers’ loyalty to their princi-
ples and belief, has even devel-
oped more trust in the brothers.
They are given more responsi-
bility on the job.

Similar things happen to the
schoolchildren. Honesthearted
teachers admire them for their
firm stand taken for their belief.

Although the situation in the
field has been easing up for the
brothers, the churches still con-
tinue their harassment and try
every possible means to stop
the witness work. Sometimes

they try to harm physically
those who are studying the Bi-
ble with the Witnesses. How-
ever, interested ones are still
flocking to Jehovah's organiza-
tion. One experience is that of a
grandmother in her 70’s. After
one of her eyes was operated
on, she expressed her wish to
auxiliary pioneer. Because of
her age, she at first felt that the
60-hour requirement was too
much for her, but after trying it,
she discovered she could do it.
In fact, in the first ten days, she
put in 38 hours in field service;
placed two books, three book-
lets, and two magazines in a
difficult territory; and started
two Bible studies. She was
happy!

Overall, the field-service situ-
ation in the country is very
good. Especially after the gen-
eral election, the brothers have
been able to pursue various
features of witnessing. This has
truly accelerated the work. A
regular publisher is able to have
seven to ten Bible studies.
Previously, householders were
very inquisitive about who we
were, where we came from, and
so on. Now the brothers hardly
have to introduce themselves.
The people are hungry for sat-
isfying spiritual food. The field
is really ready for harvesting.
— Matthew 9:37, 38.

Truly, the brothers in this land
have kept integrity under trial,
recently enjoying a 7-percent
increase in publishers! They
take the same stand that the
psalmist David took when he
said: “As for me, in my integrity
| shall walk.”— Psalm 26:11.
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Jesus Sends Out
70 Others
to Preach

T IS the fall of 32 C.E., a full three
Iyears since Jesus’ baptism. He and

his disciples have recently attended
the Festival of Tabernacles in Jerusa-
lem, and apparently they are still near-
by. In fact, Jesus spends most of the
remaining six months of his ministry ei-
ther in Judea or just across the Jordan
River in the district of Perea. This terri-
tory needs to be covered too.

True, after the Passover of 30 C.E,,
Jesus spent about eight months
preaching in Judea. But after the Jews
tried to kill him there on the Passover of
31 C.E., he spent the next year and a
half teaching almost exclusively in Gal-
ilee. During that time, he developed
a large, well-trained organization of
preachers, something he did not
have earlier. So he now launches a
final intensive witnessing campaign
in Judea.

Jesus gets this campaign under
way by choosing 70 disciples and
sending them out by twos. Thus,
there are altogether 35 teams of
Kingdom preachers to work
the territory. These go in ad-
vance into every city and
place to which Jesus, ev-
idently accompanied by
his apostles, is planning
to come.

Instead of directing
the 70 to go to syn-
agogues, Jesus tells
them to enter private
homes, explaining:

“Wherever you enter into a house say
first, ‘May this house have peace.” And
if a friend of peace is there, your peace
will rest upon him.” What is to be their
message? “Go on telling them,” Jesus
says, “the kingdom of God has come
near to you.” Regarding the activity of
the 70, Matthew Henry's Commentary
reports: “Like their Master, wherever
they visited, they preached from house
to house.”

Jesus’ instructions to the 70 are sim-
ilar to those given to the 12 when he
sent these out on a preaching campaign
in Galilee about a year earlier. Not only
does he warn the 70 of the opposition
they will face, preparing them to pre-
sent the message to householders, but
he empowers them to cure the sick.

Thus, when Jesus ar-
rives shortly af-
terward, many



JESUS’ Ministry

to meet the Master whose disciples are
able to do such marvelous things.

The preaching by the 70 and Jesus’
follow-up work last a relatively short
time. Soon the 35 teams of Kingdom
preachers begin returning to Jesus.
“Lord,” they say joyfully, “even the de-
mons are made subject to us by the use
of your name.” Such a fine service re-
port surely thrills Jesus, for he re-
sponds: “l began to behold Satan al-
ready fallen like lightning from heaven.
Look! | have given you the authority to
tramgle underfoot serpents and scorpi-
ons.

Jesus knows that after the birth of
God’s Kingdom at the time of the end,
Satan and his demons are to be cast
out of heaven. But now this casting out
of unseen demons by mere humans
serves as added assurance of that

event. Therefore, Jesus speaks

of the future fall of Satan from heaven
as a certainty. Hence, it is in a symbolic
sense that the 70 are given authority to
trample serpents and scorpions. Yet,
Jesus says: “Do not rejoice over this,
that the spirits are made subject to you,
but rejoice because your names have
been inscribed in the heavens.”

Jesus is overjoyed and publicly prais-
es his Father for using these humble
servants of his in such a powerful way.
Turning to his disciples, he says: “Hap-
py are the eyes that behold the things
you are beholding. For | say to you,
Many prophets and kings desired to
see the things you are beholding but did
not see them, and to hear the things
you are hearing but did not hear them.”
Luke 10:1-24; Matthew 10:1-42; Reve-
lation 12:7-12.

+ Where did Jesus preach during the first three

years of his ministry, and what territory does he
cover in his final six months?

+ Where does Jesus direct the 70 to

find people?
+ Why did Jesus say he beheld
Satan already fallen from
heaven?

+ In what sense did the
70 trample serpents and
scorpions?
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Jehovah
Is My Shepnhera

“Jehovah is my Shepherd. | shall lack nothing.”
— PSALM 23:1.
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1, 2. What were some of David’s accomplishments, and how many
gsalms did he compose?

.(a) On what occasigns did David risk his life to protect his sheep?
Srb) In what sense is Jehovah our Shepherd?

."How is our situation today similar to that of the Israelites in the
wilderness? \P
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in the tracks of righteousness’?
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m Did the Jews have legal authority to execute Jesus, as
suggested by Pilate’s words at John 19:6?

We cannot be sure whether at
that time the Romans granted the
Jews authority to carry out execu-
tions.

After the Jewish leaders insti-
gated Jesus’ arrest, they held a
form of trial. During the trial they
“were looking for false witness
against Jesus in order to put
him to death.” Finally, they pro-
nounced Jesus guilty of blasphe-
my and said that he thus was “li~
able to death.” (Matthew 26:59,
60, 65, 66) But after “consultation
against Jesus so as to put him to
death,” they took him to the Ro-
man governor, Pilate. —Matthew
27:1,2.

These circumstances have led

many to conclude that the Jews
Hirl not thon havo Rnman rwmic-

70 CE., the rebels retreated into
the temple precinct. Some of
these bloodied fighters were in
areas that had been off limits be-
cause of their sacredness. Re-
pelled by this desecration of what
even Romans tended to view
as sacred ground, General Titus
called out:

“You disgusting people! Didn't
you put up that balustrade [or
low barrier dividing off part of the
courtyard] to guard your Holy
House? Didn't you at intervals
along it place slabs inscribed in
Greek characters and our own,
forbidding anyone to go beyond
the parapet? And didn't we give
you leave to execute anyone who

not let the

punishmen
seems that
exec

re|jgjous of
thoua
Romons h(
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naPs 10 mc
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Reproduction of the city of Jerusalem at the time of the second temple
-located on the grounds of the Holyland Hotel. Jerusalem

This inscription from the temple
courtyard (see inset) warned
Gentiles against passing beyond
the low wall of the temple

did go beyond it, even if he was a
Roman? Why then, you guilty men,
are you now trampling dead bod-
ies inside it?"— The Jewish War,
translated by G. A. Williamson,
page 312. ltalics ours.

Hence, even if the Romans did
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