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“The Central Theme of
Jesus’ Teaching”

“The theme of the kingdom of God
occupies a centra! place in the
preaching of Jesus”’— New Catholic
Encyclopedia.

“[The Kingdom of God] is generally
considered to be the central theme of
Jesus’teaching.”— Encyclopaedia
Britannica.

But when was the last time you
heard that “central theme of Jesus’
teaching” discussed in a church?
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Someone Like a Son of Man
Daniel gives the thrilling answer:
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WI|| not be broughtto ruin.”—Daniel 7:13, 14,
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Confusion About the
Kingdom of God

Some people have thought that “the
church on earth” is the Kingdom of
God, while others have believed that
the present world “will develop under
Christian influence until it becomes the
Kingdom.” Still others say that the
Kingdom of God is the “reign of God in
the heart and life of the individual.”

But is this all there is to God’s
Kingdom— a religious system, gradual
political change, or some spiritual
condition in people’s hearts?
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April 1, 1984.
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Earth’s Bright Future
Under God’s Kingdom
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The Pharisees’
Stubborn Unbelief

E parents of the once blind beg-
gar are afraid when they are
called before the Pharisees. They
know that

fmi.

am

it has been determined to

expel from the synagogue anyone who

expresses faith in Jesus. Such cutting
off of fellowship with others in the com-
munity can work a tremendous hard-
ship, especially on a poor family. So the
parents are cautious.

“Is this your son who you say was
born blind?” the Pharisees ask. “How,
then, is it he sees at present?”

“We know that this is our son and that
he was born blind,” the parents confirm.
“But how it is he now sees we do not
know, or who opened his eyes we do
not know.” Surely their son has told
them all that has occurred, but dis-
creetly the parents say: “Ask him. He is
of age. He must speak for himself.”

Therefore, the Pharisees again call
the man. This time they try to intimidate
him by indicating that they have gath-
ered incriminating evidence against Je-
sus. “Give glory to God,” they demand.
“We know that this man is a sinner.”

The once blind man does not deny
their charge, observing: “Whether he is
a sinner | do not know.” But he adds:
“One thing | do know, that, whereas |
was blind, | see at present.”

Trying to find a flaw in his testimony,
the Pharisees again ask: “What did he
do to you? How did he open your
eyes?”

“I told you already,” the man com-
plains, “and yet you did not listen. Why
do you want to hear it again?” Sarcas-

8 THE WATCHTOWER—JUNE 15, 1988

tically, he asks: “You do not want to
become his disciples also, do you?”

This reply enrages the Pharisees.
“You are a disciple of that man,” they
charge, “but we are disciples of Moses.
We know that God has spoken to Mo-
ses; but as for this man, we do not
know where he is from.”

Expressing surprise, the humble beg-
gar responds: “This certainly is a mar-
vel, that you do not know where he is



from, and yet he opened my eyes.”
What conclusion should be drawn from
this? The beggar points to the accepted
premise: “We know that God does not
listen to sinners, but if anyone is God-
fearing and does his will, he listens to
this one. From of old it has never been
heard that anyone opened the eyes of
one born blind.” Thus, the conclusion
should be obvious: “If this man were not
from God, he could do nothing at all.”
The Pharisees have no answer for

JeSUS’Ministry

such straightforward, clear logic. They
cannot face up to the truth, and so they
revile the man: “You were altogether
born in sins, and yet are you teaching
us?” At this, they throw the man out,
apparently expelling him from the syna-
gogue.

When Jesus learns about what they
have done, he finds the man and
says: “Are you putting faith in the Son
of man?”

“Who is he, sir,” the once blind beggar
answers, “that | may put faith in him?”

“He that is speaking with you is that
one,” Jesus replies.

Immediately, the man bows before
Jesus and says: “lI do put faith in him,
Lord.”

Jesus then explains: “For this judg-
ment | came into this world: that those
not seeing might see and those seeing
might become blind.”

At that, Pharisees who are listening
ask: “We are not blind also, are we?” If
they would acknowledge that they were
mentally blind, there would be an ex-
cuse for their opposition to Jesus. As
Jesus tells them: “If you were blind, you
would have no sin.” Yet, they hardheart-
edly insist that they are not blind and
need no spiritual enlightenment. So Je-
sus observes: “Now you say, We see.
Your sin remains.” John 9:19-41.

+ Why are the parents of the once blind beggar
afraid when they are called before the Phari-
sees, and so how do they answer cautiously?

+ How do the Pharisees try to intimidate the
once blind man?

+ What logical argument of the man infuriates
the Pharisees?

+ Why are the Pharisees without excuse for
their opposition to Jesus?

’
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Do You Appreciate Sacred Things?

“Pursue peace with all people, and the sanctification without
which no man will see the Lord, carefully watching . . . that there
may be no fornicator nor anyone not appreciating sacred things,
like Esau, who in exchange for one meal gave away his rights as

firstborn.”—HEBREWS 12:14-16.

EHOVAH our Go IS a most genero eneral. These recious thm s, Set
JProi/V?]er He freeys plles tﬂe ne?H ggﬁrt as hoIY haf to do HJ%ho
creation,” T %ntP/ man-vah’'s worsh you%m W what these

g 0 thi acred t Ings. are?

nm%ertﬂla\f]es Ielc?vthOH G nowi (Si_E,o ﬂ % fgopmm tlony?[_)tem
ong ghg{jeqrﬁat ebt to h|m éhnsnan salwi at ew54 eve-

orgrantg To%ﬁo%ore ?r\T/]a o? 2 Not all, of Goﬁ Peogle have prjg)er
Jer !

odness
%at he oes on their ﬁﬁ ause of appreuated sacre 153ac’s S0
tﬁgg{egﬁvo lon ehova %as en- for exa

h|s regar
IS peo eW|than ber of sacyed 0 WI0
things t at%repnot enjoye# W mankind In nomtIO ISFebrew Hﬂrlstlans Af

er |n
these ones to pUI’SUG peace wit % 0g
1. What lack of agpreuatlon do most humans
show, but how are Christians different? 2. Who showed a notable lack of appreciation?

hin

10 THE WATCHTOWER-JUNE 15, 1988



(ne warmed them %ﬂ ebler Srlrjn%stthﬁrt] 0thfe Jehovah’s !\ﬁme %ncre I Ransom

rove to be In
n|c tO nor Wor]f not gppreciati 6First on our Ilst of sacred. thin s 1S
% IKE £Sau, W H eXCfag Jehovahs na e ow lofty Is this na
or onem %%ave axvaxhls rights as fir
orn —Hebr

en \ve et

OUT m|n al t? In givin temo
E gSUS salgaf[rst %%(ZUY name €

Vy jlt were these ngiwt of the flrsA anctnﬁ(e Matthew 6:9

Promise ran tize We eco eoneo ova
ng ?\braﬁam that rou % dand neE Isalah 43:10 11 \What an onorI

|s escendans ne eve tuagwou An whnwe ta abou Jehovah’s
orn. who E % f promise, ness a ran pur es others tto
the !gles 1, ort e Chr a ean? of Enowﬂ erso e an the
ttIS %402 natéonS\{vou be: gble to Bss toowntoser i ut it one negec
¢ ?VGS € mg 3 e Al eg tot ahout |m ar, worse Still,” gets
el e & e e, e e
t tsay !)saacs rStPOﬁ” had Weo por Ban Jehovat]sfalgn dlg stl \{1\9||t
un| Ot €.d agQr ¢ line t ] Nesses stnveavi/]aey 8 anctl |s o
t?]ce aé tee I |shwaspah OL. | name before ot % watte j
|r UL 10 is, S am € do—Levmcus 2:31,°32: Deutérono-

recor states éau desm ne Bl m

”nge ti %t'em il uss(,)l esobre'at or o i‘:fl %H|gh on the Ilst of sacred thlngéhls trt1e
0.not w nar[ate h|5 raa;si Im sacn(f)lce (i {é)re%lo SaSIISS : EIS S
P 0?9 PRkt Rt it sl
‘n% tlrllnh\y}gw Of@ t[))ntr\? ste\\/’\( é%h , 22) Pau? spea g or} he gnom e(& coBPre
ﬁ L%‘gaplp C|at|o 2cob.this ensy g?ﬁl n daS oevl\/?] ure ased Wlt tfclgm %(r]g
A ance o Onﬁ 1 Pet ﬂ é? -19, Jes S, tthe onl% ten
eav

en, lived o rth Slnlh

men 1@1
omen en 0 ere U errect
Jef?(\)/\\llgl%hm tr;ﬁad%h’c{\llsaﬂag m regs(’jlat(l;(r)g uman | |%e N, an agon 2|n %eat?] %n fhe

BRG H g%eﬁen% gt i

romlsed §? W Passed, 0.0y ong g
E %eer%/ Vafued th?spsacredt |n)é —Gene Son oTI aeu |s osit

wauaff We canermoedlta?e 02 ﬁ and not d%I sfl oW, deegrgn%r%cqg%son 8” 1S

strengthen our appreciation for them so  preciou 8, 29
that &ve will neveP l[t) ﬁe tnem or granted. 5) 5g

3, 4. What were the sacred rights of the f|rst- 6. In what ways can we show that we do not take
born that Esau sold to Jacob for'a bowl of stew?  for granted the sacredness of Jehovah’s name?

5. What sacred things will we c0n5|der and how 7. Why should we show utmost appreciation for
can we avoid taking these for granted? the ransom sacrifice of Christ?

t of God.—Hebrews 10:
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8. hHow precious is our relationship with Jeho-
va
9. In what ways do we show that we do not take

for granted the privilege of being a part of
Jehovah’s organization?
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11. Why should we not take for granted Jeho-
vah’s sacred laws?
12. How is our Kingdom hope a sacred thing?

Sacred Gatherrngs and Prrvrleges

B3“Incite to love and ure workS, not
for?] krng the gahherrnﬁ u%u(gsnelvecsoao]:
gelede Pau? s]oﬂr In |c test at Ur chris-
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Bre chrng the gdod. news Is like
{0 reasaf 1)1 earthﬁn vessels
orrnthran[s g € Christian
|n| try 1S alS0 a sacred thing that we
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ea 0 are |n vve sh ou
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Actually, such privi-

géon are also sacred.

% ﬁrwhe o ﬁreusrtes GRSt ACtS

volves OVErsig t shepherding, tea rng

13. Why should we not take for granted the
benefits of the Christian meetings?

14. What will help us appreciate”that our Chris-
tian mrnrstrv is a sacred treasure?

15. Why is the caring for privileges within Je-
hovah’s’organization not to be taken lightly?

Privilegeswithin Jehﬁvahs
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or some other service to fellow Chrj stran
Ive It extraogdinary care enifat
eem ms |cant not take It light
ut do 1t well. promipt no ehpvah.
emen e er farthu in, what s
eéast) IS art als h."—Luke

Marriage and the Family

0 1IN muc

to In%% € marriage and the family

ristians also . et married, hut
rrsérans VIEW M rrr aﬁ
volve rr&eherrwo Jeho

are LE]hregflom
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asa ebrews % et marriage
ﬁ aIe mongd I and ttr] raa ra
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Jo nicators, an erers.’ esus
at ookrng at a woman continu-

16. In what ways may we show that we consider
marriage and thie family to be sacred things?

What Answer Would You Give?

O How can we avoid taking
Jehovah’s name and the ransom
sacrifice for granted?

O What may betray that we do not
appreciate our relationship with
Jehovah and his organization?

O What are some things that
demonstrate our appreciation for
God’'s Word and laws, and the
Kingdom hope?

O How may we show that we do
not take Christian meetings and
theocratic privileges for granted?

O What are some additional sacred

things for which we should cultivate
a deep appreciation?
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19. What blessings come to those who properly

(t; 20. How can we successfullx walk on the road to
appreciate sacred things?

life in Jehovah’s new world

Detest Utterly the
World’s Disgraceful Course

“Because you do not continue running with them in this course to the
same low sink of debauchery, they are puzzled and go on
speaking abusively of you.”—1 peter 4:4.

‘LOW sink of debaucher Z "Thatis  2What a difference the& IS hetween
A‘?how the apostle Peter eﬁnt%es the [
the
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illegal idolatries.—1 Peter 4 Giner TN 4nro Skemg
wor

1. How dogs the Bible describe the former world-

ly course in which .many Christians of the first
century were running?

onese Wltnout spot from t?te
2. Why are Christians today to be commended?
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3. What was a cause for sad-
ness to Paul, as It also is to us

today7

4. ( P Why is there a possibil-
ity 0 ourbem enticed to turn
to the degraded practices of
this worlg’ g ). What will help
us to avoid building up wrong
desire?

reject th|s wor

Detesting utterly this world’s disgraceful
course will help servants of God gain entry
into the new world of righteousness

yways. The apostle
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6, 7. (a) What attitude toward pleasure does
the Bible say would mark “the [ast days™?
(b) ow do people of the world flaunt their
unclean thlnklng and actions?

8. As to the immoral practices of this world
whaddoes the Bible say we should do and should
not

9. What can easily h;)pen if we choose ques-
tionable entertainment’
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19. What should be our resolve as we face the
future?

How Would You Answer?

O Why is there a danger of getting
involved in the disgraceful practices
of this world?

O Why do we need to be very
careful in selecting entertainment?

O What fatal reasoning can easily
influence us if we associate with
modern-day Epicureans?

O What is Jehovah’s judgment
against those who unrepentantly
turn to this world’s disgraceful
course?

O What blessings are ahead for
those who keep free from the
detestable conduct of this world?
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Insight on the News

The Only Cure

When many of the world’s ex-
perts on aging met last year at
New York’s Mount Sinai Medi-
cal Center to discuss the biolo-
gy of aging, one fact was ap-
parent— no one could agree on
why man grows old and dies.
Some experts theorize that
“aging is genetically ‘pro-
grammed,’ like other stages
of life,” reports Newsweek on
Science & Technology. How-
ever, the article adds that “it is
difficult to conceive why nature
would evolve a gene for grow-
ing old.” One theory proposed
by Leonard Hayflick, a geron-
tologist with the University of
Florida, was that “certain genes
may have evolved to keep peo-
ple healthy and functioning un-
til they can reproduce.” Hay-
flick concludes that by the time
man reaches 30 or so, such
longevity genes would begin to
wear out. The fact is, the av-
erage life expectancy for an
American is little more than 74
years “for today's diaper set,”
and “even cures for the diseas-
es of old age— cancer, arthritis,
Alzheimer’'s— will do little to ex-
tend the outer boundaries,”
notes the article.

Though scientists find a cure
for aging to be as elusive as
its cause, careful students of
God's Word do not. The reason
man grows old and dies is
explained at Romans 5:12:
“Through one man [Adam] sin
entered into the world and
death through sin, and thus
death spread to all men.” The
only cure for the effects of in-
herited sin will come through
the ransom sacrifice of Jesus
Christ. “God sent forth his only-

begotten Son into the world
that we might gain life through
him.” (1 John 4:9) Under his
Kingdom rule, “death will be no
more, neither will mourning nor
outcry nor pain be anymore.”
— Revelation 21:3, 4.

Universal
Significance
When the leaders of the two
major world powers met to-
gether on December 8, 1987, to
sign a treaty for missile reduc-
tion, it was described as an
event that is “profoundly signif-
icant” for mankind. Why? Be-
cause “it is the first time since
the dawn of the Atomic Age
that the superpowers have
agreed not just to restrain nu-
clear weapons but to eliminate
entire systems,” reports the
New York Daily News. Com-
menting on both the treaty it-
self and the reduced number of
weapons, the News added: “If
their substance and principles
can be extended, history ulti-
mately may record them as the
first act in Earth’s most impor-
tant drama of peace and inter-

national security.”

True, current proposals to-
ward peace and security are of
significance. However, of much
greater universal significance
will be the moment in history
when world leaders will cry
peace and security in a more
pronounced way than ever be-
fore. A moment will come when
their cry will prove different
from the many peace efforts
that had been made up until
that time. Why can we be sure?
Because long ago the apostle
Paul foretold that “whenever it
is that they are saying: ‘Peace

and security!” then sudden de-
struction is to be instantly upon
them . . . and they will by no
means escape.” (1 Thessalo-
nians 5:3) True peace and se-
curity will then follow under the
benevolent rule of Christ Jesus,
the “Prince of Peace.”— Isaiah
9:6, 7.

“The Real Disease”

“AIDS is neither an unfortu-
nate accident nor an inescap-
able natural calamity. Its epi-
demic proportion is a product
of our own folly. . . . We have
no one but ourselves to blame,”
says a Denver obstetrician-
gynecologist, W. M. Merrick
Thomas. Explaining the reason
for his view in the newspaper
Rocky Mountain News, he
notes: “AIDS is not a disease of
homosexuality. It is a disease
of proximity and promiscuity.
... Diseases of promiscuity will
directly affect all who are pro-
miscuous.” Thus, as Thomas
observes, “our behavior is the
real disease.”

How timely are the words of
Paul, who, when describing the
inexcusable conduct of per-
sons who claim to know God,
said: “Therefore God, in keep-
ing with the desires of their
hearts, gave them up to un-
cleanness, to disgraceful
sexual appetites, . . . working
what is obscene and receiving
in themselves the full recom-
pense, which was due for their
error’! (Romans 1:24-27) Clean
living in harmony with Bible
standards often serves as a
protection against afflictions
that plague mankind today.
— Psalm 19:7-11.
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Questions From Readers

m In view of Jesus’ words at John 15:15, should Christians view
themselves as his “slaves,” or can we consider ourselves to be his

“friends”?

We can and should be both. To
see why, let us note what Jesus
there said to his faithful apostles
on his final night with them:

“No one has love greater than
this, that someone should sur-
render his soul in behalf of his
friends. You are my friends if you
do what | am commanding you.
I no longer call you slaves, be-
cause a slave does not know
what his master does. But | have
called you friends, because all
the things | have heard from my
Father | have made known to
you.”—John 15:13-15.

First, what did Jesus mean by
saying that his loyal disciples
were slaves? He did not mean
slaves in the sense that all hu-
man descendants of Adam are
born imperfect, thus sold into or
enslaved to sin. (John 8:34; Ro-
mans 5:18, 19; 6:16; 7:14) As
with Christians since then, the
apostles were once enslaved in
that way, but Jesus’ sacrifice
would provide the means to free,
or release, them. (1 Peter 1:
18, 19; Galatians 4:5) Yet, they

did not thereupon become totally
free. As the apostle Paul later
wrote, they were “bought with
a price,” Jesus’ blood, so they
became slaves of God and
of Christ. —1 Corinthians 6:20;
7:22,23.

At John 15:15 Jesus was
not suggesting that the faithful
apostles who would shortly re-
ceive holy spirit and become
anointed Christians were no lon-
ger slaves. (Compare John 15:
20.) Of course, servitude to God
through Christ is not oppressive
and death-dealing. It is loving
and life-preserving. (2 Timothy
4:8; Titus 1:1, 2) A Christian
who gladly accepts the value of
Christ's blood and becomes a
slave of God would face perma-
nent death only if he later reject-
ed that sacrifice and gave him-
self back over to sin, becoming
a slave of it again. (Galatians
1:10; 4:8, 9; Hebrews 6:4-6)
Hence, Jesus’ disciples would
continue to be slaves of God and
of Christ, but they were even
more than slaves. Why?

Jesus and the apostles under-
stood that back then, in a nor-
mally cold or formal master-slave
relationship, ‘a slave would not
know what the master does.’
Normally, a human master would
not confer with his purchased
slave, nor would he reveal to him
his private thoughts and feelings.

We can see from Jesus’ words,
though, that it was different with
the apostles. He said: “I have
called you friends, because all
the things | have heard from my
Father | have made known to
you.” (John 15:15) Yes, as is
common between dear friends,
Jesus had disclosed to them de-
tails and understandings that
had been secret. (Matthew 13:
10-12; 1 Corinthians 2:14-16)
Though they were still servants,
or slaves, of God by means of
Jesus, the apostles enjoyed a
warm intimacy that marked them
also as trusted friends. (Com-
pare Psalm 25:14.) That can and
should be true of us as well.
What a privilege to have as Mas-
ters in heaven Ones who treat us
as trusted and respected confi-
dants, as friends!
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(41 .
Helpful as guides
. . . 77
to daily living
=r=HAT is what a woman from Toronto, Canada,
called the publications of the Watch Tower Bible
and Tract Society. " enhoy reading them and find the
aterial very informative, heartwarniing, and above
|, very helpful as guides to daily Ilvm%
She added: T am'a university ?radua e, and | must
shockingly admit that | havé Tearned much more
throu%h your publications than through all my years
of study. I es euallyemoehed your ook Makirig Your
Fam|I¥ Life Happy. "No other publications have” man-
aged to have such a 'oosmve Impact on my life as }{ours
have—they have helped me immensely; and for this |
truly thank you."
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