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Healing a Man
Born Blind

HEN the Jews try to stone Je-
W sus while he is in the temple, he

hides himself and escapes. But
he does not leave Jerusalem. Later, on
the Sabbath, he and his disciples are
walking in the city when they see a man
who has been blind from birth. “Rabbi,
who sinned,” the disciples ask Jesus,
“this man or his parents, so that he was
born blind?”

Perhaps the disciples believe, as
some rabbis do, that a person can sin in
his mother's womb. But Jesus answers:
“Neither this man sinned nor his par-
ents, but it was in order that the works
of God might be made manifest in his
case.” The man’s blindness is not the
consequence of a specific error or sin
committed by either the man or his par-
ents. The sin of the first man Adam
resulted in all humans’ being imperfect,
and thus subject to defects such as
being born blind. This defect in the
now furnishes an opportunity for
to make manifest the works of God.

Jesus stresses an urgency in doing
these works. “We must work the
of him that sent me while it is day,” he
says. “The night is coming when no
man can work. As long as | am in the
world, 1 am the world’s light.” Soon
Jesus’ death will plunge him into the
darkness of the grave where he can
no longer do anything. In the mean-
time, he is a source of enlighten-
ment to the world.

After saying these things, Je-
sus spits on the ground and with

8 THE WATCHTOWER-JUNE 1, 1988
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the saliva makes some clay. He puts
this on the blind man’s eyes and says:
“Go wash in the pool of Siloam.” The
man obeys. And when he does, he can
see! How he rejoices on his return, see-
ing for the first time in his life!

Neighbors and others who know him
are amazed. “This is the man that
used to sit and beg, is it not?” they
ask. “This is he,” some answer. But
others cannot believe it: “Not at all,
but he is like him.” Yet the man
says: “l am he.”

“How, then, were your eyes
opened?” the people want
know.

“The man called Jesus



a clay and smeared it on my eyes and
said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ |
therefore went and washed and gained
sight.”

“Where is that man?” they ask.

“l do not know,” he answers.

The people now lead the once blind
man to their religious leaders, the Phar-
isees. These also take up asking him
how he gained sight. “He put a clay
upon my eyes, and | washed and have
sight,” the man explains.

Surely, the Pharisees should rejoice
with the healed beggar! But instead
they denounce Jesus. “This is not a
man from God,” they claim. Why do they
say this? “Because he does not ob-
serve the Sabbath.” And yet other Phar-
isees wonder: “How can a man that is a

sinner perform signs of that sort?” So
there is a division among them.

Hence, they ask the man: “What do
you say about him, seeing that he
opened your eyes?”

“He is a prophet,” he answers.

The Pharisees refuse to believe this.
They are convinced that there must be
some secret agreement between Jesus
and this man to fool the people. So to
resolve the matter, they call the beg-
gar’s parents in order to question them.
John 8:59; 9:1-18.
¢ What was responsible for the man’s blindness
and what was not?
¢ What is the night when no man can work?

¢ When the man is healed, what is the reaction
of those who know him?

¢ How were the Pharisees divided over the
man'’s healing?

THE WATCHTOWER—JUNE 1, 1988
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13. What clear Brble statements show that God
was Jesus’ superior?

14. What other sorrptures show that Jesus was
not God Almighty?
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15. When Jesus was about to die, how did he
show subjection to God?

16. How does the death and resurrection of Je-
sus show that he could not have been the al-
mighty God himself?
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was the same when God resurrected Jesus.
God was su erro[] %,nc he could bring
Jesus ack om tIOI t e God hi
Jesus could no e God him-
ﬁel for Jesuswscrea ;/yGod Note
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17. What other evidence is there that Jesus was
not God?

THE WATCHTOWER-JUNE 1, 1988 13



Holy Spjrit—A Person or
) p/&ct"rve Orce’

o1 trr.r.tgr S
E%u er aﬁa on§u owher(e]arn tn En(ga%r
gt holy spirt mentr ne \ﬁ

hrist as erng ? them, For. In-
stanﬁe on the cc% |ono Jesus’ baptism,
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ctrve for power from God enable
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o says that Step

Acts en was

hgl Vs/h&rltt does the Bible teach regarding the
irit?

19y hh Is it not possible for the holy spirit to

be the third person of a Trinity?

How Would You Answer?

O What does the Bible teach about
God and about Jesus?

O How do the Scriptures show the
Father and Son relationship?

O What are some scriptures that
show that God is superior to Jesus?

O Why could the holy spirit not be a
part of a Trinity?
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20. What vision did Stephen see that further
demonstrates that the Trinity is not the truth?
21, 22. (a) What admission does a religious en-
cyclopedia ' make about the holy s |r|t7 ?b) What
points will our next article include?



Ch st IS his heloveﬂ SOH a Son whaq had r}our next article, We A“ examine some
love for his Fat grt at he was wil of them. Also, we will discuss _Why this
to e obedient to the death. However, som doctring has bec me su n rm ortant

contend that there are scr1 iptures, tha art of C rrsten om an ere | orig-
seem {0 indicate support for the Trinity, o ate

Accurate Knowledge of God
and H1s Son Leads to Life

“This means everlasting life, their taking in knowledge of you, the only true
God, and of the one whom you sent forth, Jesus Christ."—john 17:3.
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15%u wen (loexa rtnre”t fr crrp# res_ “I and the Father Are One
M\f do not want to g 4The churches often cite otm] %0 0
e th se w 0 are aways learning and  try to support the Trinity, althoug
1. Why is accurate knowledge of God and Jesus 3. What is the Bjble’s clear teachrng about God,
Christ’so important? Jesus Christ, and the holy spirit?

What may resuit from a lack of accurate 4. Why is the claim that the churches make
knowledge? about John 10:30 not true?
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and his Father were one? F]b) How is this illus- 1.1 b%What Is there in John 1:1 that immed|-
trated in connection with the disciples of Jesus?  ately shows that no Trinity is being spoken of?
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New Testament, in an Improved Version,
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8. How do some other translations of the Bible

render the latter part of John 1:1?

9. In the Greek text, what precedes the first

occurrence of the noun the-os' (god) at John 1:1,

v(%h(ljch shows that the reference IS to almighty
0d?

with God [a form of the-os' This_first
os IS hﬁeded b¥ t orm of the Gree
e?né e ar IC he noun the-os' Wit
tn|te arttcge ho IN ron 0 |t omL
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before the cate_noun alt
ere IS norartlc In the Greek text. THIS
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SUppose t'had Peen splrlt (Gregk,

10, Regardlng the second occurrence of the-os' at
John 131, what does the omission of the article
ho indicate?

11, What Bible example is there of the transla-
tor’s inserting the article “a” where there is none
in Greek, and why is this done?
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phan'ta- sma{ The New World Translatlon
more Correc Iy renders the lo rase, heg
thought. ‘It Is an apPant on!
same-way, the correct translation of Jonn
1:1 shows that the Word was not “God,”
but “a god.”

J0 TWR S|m|I%r S)éagg Ej‘ﬁﬁere edsuéslt
Speaking # f] sbgs e was
a mansiayer when gan ... HeIs a

12. What similar uses of the indefinite article
“a” are found at John 8:44?

Historical Development
of the Trinity Doctrine

TheNew Encyclopaedia Britannica,

1985, Micropaedia, Volume 11, page 928,
says under the subject of Trinity: “Neither
the word Trinity nor the explicit doctrine
appears in the New Testament, nor did
Jesus and his followers intend to contra-
dict the Shema in the Old Testament:
‘Hear, O lIsrael: The Lord our God is one
Lord.” (Deut. 6:4)" This encyclopedia also
says: “The doctrine developed gradually
over several centuries and through many
controversies___ The Council of Nicaea in
325 stated the crucial formula for that doc-
trine in its confession that the Son is ‘of the
same substance ... as the Father,’” even
though it said very little about the Holy
Spirit___ By the end of the 4th century ..

the doctrine of the Trinity took substantlal-
ly the form it has maintained ever since.”

The New Catholic Encyclopedia, 1967,
Volume 14, page 299, acknowledges: “The
formulation ‘one God in three Persons’ was
not solidly established, certainly not fully
assimilated into Christian life and its pro-
fession of faith, prior to the end of the 4th
century. ... Among the Apostolic Fathers,
there had been nothing even remotely ap-
proaching such a mentality or perspec-
tive.”

Thus, the Trinity doctrine is not Scriptur-
al, but it was officially adopted at the Coun-
cil of Nicaea in the year 325 CE The
doctrine incorporated a pagan idea that
had originated long before in ancient Bab-
?/Ion and Eg?/pt and was in use in other
ands as well. Historian Will Durant ob-
served in The Story of Civilization: Part lll,
page 595: “Christianity did not destroy pa-
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ganism; it adopted it.... From Egypt came
the ideas of a divine trinity.”

In An Encyclopedia of Religion, edited by
Vergilius Ferm, 1964, on pages 793 and
794, under the word “triad,” are listed the
trinities of the Babylonian, Buddhist, Hindu,
Norse, Taoist, and other religions, as well
as those of Christendom. As an example, it
notes that in India, “the great Triad include
Brahma, the Creator, Vishnu, the Preserver
and Shiva, the Destroyer. These represent
the cycle of existence, just as the Babylo-
nian triad of Anu, Enlil and Ea represent
the materials of existence, air, water,
earth.”

London’s British Museum contains arti-
facts that show ancient trinities, such as
Egypt’s Isis, Harpokrates, and Nephthys. A
publication of the museum’s Department of
Medieval and Later Antiquities notes the
following that was inscribed on ancient
jewelry: “Obverse [side], the Egyptian
gods Horus-Bait (hawk-headed), Buto-
Akori (the snake), and Hathor (frog-
headed). Reverse [side], the Greek verse
‘One Bait, one Hathor, one Akori; the pow-
er of these is one. Halil, father of the world,
hail, three-formed god!” The gods are thus
identified as three manifestations of one
power, probably the sun-god.”

History confirms that the Trinity was
borrowed from Ba?ans and was in exis-
tence centuries before Jesus came to the
earth. Long after his death, it was promot-
ed by those who had been influenced by
pagan philosophies and who had aposta-
tized from the true worship of God as
taught by Jesus and the apostles.
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15. How does verse 31 of John chapter 20 clearly
identify who Jesys is?

16. What claim did the Jews make, and how did
Jesus refute it?

17. (a) What is the clear testimony from God’s
own inspired Word about the |dent|y of Jeho-
vah, Jesus Christ, and the holy spirit? 1(b ) What
must be done with_any scripture that rinitari-
ans mat{ point to in an effort to try to justify
their belief?
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How Would You Answer?

O Why is accurate knowledge of
God and his Son so important?

O What did Jesus mean when he
said, “I and the Father are one”?

O How does John 1:1 distinguish
between the Word and God?

O Why could Thomas properly call
Jesus “my God”?

O How did the Trinity doctrine
originate, and who is its author?



Kingdom Proclaimers Report
Kingdom Truth Blossoms in Sri Lanka

SRl LANKA, meaning “Re-
splendent Land,” is the ancient
name restored to this lovely is-
land still known to many by its
colonial name, “Ceylon.” Be-
cause of its location in the Indi-
an Ocean, it is also called the
Teardrop of India; but the tears
have not all been those of joy as
in recent times ethnic violence
has erupted, making news
headlines worldwide.

Yet, here too Kingdom truth
blossoms. Buddhist, Hindu,
Muslim, Parsi, and nominal
Christian are being taught that
only Jehovah’s Kingdom by
Christ Jesus can bring lasting
healing to the ethnic and politi-
cal wounds dividing the commu-
nities. The following experienc-
es show the blossoming of
Kingdom truth in this “Resplen-
dent Land.”

0O Salimoon was brought up
to believe that the Quran is
God’s Word. But he could never
fully accept that an all-merciful

God would torture people in a
burning hell. One day Jehovah'’s
Witnesses invited him to a
meeting. Recognizing the truth
at once, he has never looked
back, and he now serves happi-
ly as an elder in the Christian
congregation.

O Harry, a lifelong Buddhist
who had demonstrated his reli-
gious faith by walking on burn-
ing coals, was unable to follow
the principles contained in the
Buddhist teaching of an eight-
fold path: (1) right understand-
ing; (2) right thought; (3) right
speech; (4) right action;
(5) right livelihood; (6) right ef-
fort; (7) right mindfulness; and
(8) right concentration. These
should fill every part of a per-
son’s life. Although he thought
of himself as a good Buddhist,
his smoking, drinking, and other
improper conduct created prob-
lems with his family. Finally, he
decided to study the Bible. Yet,
no one offered to study with

him. He heard that Jehovah'’s
Witnesses might be willing, so
he attended a meeting at the
Kingdom Hall, and a study was
arranged. One of the Witness-
es from a Muslim background
helped him learn what the Bible
teaches. Now, at last, he has
found the strength from Jeho-
vah to follow successfully a
path of right principles. He is
rejoicing to serve as a ministeri-
al servant and is making plans
to enter the pioneer ministry.

So Kingdom truth blossoms in
Sri Lanka, and now there are
1,086 Witnesses in this beauti-
ful land. This growth means
that larger branch facilities are
needed, and a location for this
is being sought. The brothers
are also building new Kingdom
Halls. In Puttalam a congrega-
tion made up of ten families de-
cided to build a Kingdom Hall
and to build it large enough for
circuit assemblies. The hall was
finished in time for the circuit
assembly, where 107 attend-
ed. Now the congregation has
nearly doubled, with over 75 at-
tending the meetings held in
both Tamil and Sinhalese. And
still there is plenty of room for
further growth.

Fulfilled Bible prophecy
points to the fact that very soon
every tear of sadness will be
wiped from all eyes as God has
promised. Even thoughts of eth-
nic violence will no longer come
up into the heart. (Revelation
21:4; lIsaiah 65:17) And in this
lovely “teardrop” of an island,
tears of joy will be shed as the
effects of the peaceful fruitage
of God's Kingdom continue to
be enjoyed for all eternity.
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84th Graduating Class of the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead
In the list below, rows are numbered from front to back and names are listed from left to right in each row.
(1) Norberg, C.; Holmes, T.; Holland, J.; Vehlen, B; Rector, D;; Thomas, K (2) Rajalehto, T.; Rajalehto, T
Hoefnagels, J.; Moonen, A; Summers, C.; Wahl, H (3) Holland, J.; Holmes, F.; Hoefnagels, H.; Koivula, V.
Moonen, M.; Thomas, B. (4) Wahl, M.; Rector, W.; Summers, G.; Keighley, P.; Vehlen, P.; Norberg, O.
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The Lon
March of the
Worl Powers

The Bible tells of seven great world powers— mighty empires that have succeeded one
another down through thousands of years of world history. Previous articles in this series
have shown that we are living in the time of the last of them— the Anglo-American World
Power of our day/— Revelation 17:9, 10.

This same Anglo-American World Power is described earlier in the book of Revelation
as a beast that has “two horns.” This two-part world power “tells those who dwell on the
earth to make an image” to the political beast that represents all seven world powers.
— Revelation 13:11, 14.

How were these prophecies fulfiled, and what do they mean to us today? The
interesting answer is the subject of the following article.

* These world powers were discussed in former issues of this magazine: él) Egypt, February 1;
E gAssyrla Februa 9/ Babylon, March 1; (4) Medo-Persia, March 1 (5) reece, April 15
Rome, May 1; ( )the Angl mencan World Power, May 15,
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‘Since the UN’s formation, twenty million persons have died in
wars, a mournful fact attesting to the cost of that failure.’
— “Nation Against Nation,” by Thomas M. Franck
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The Extent of the War

World War I, which marked the demise
of the League of Nations, took an astound-
ing toll of lives. The Encyclopaedia Britan-
nica (1954 edition) illustrated the extent of
the death toll by giving the ratio of military
deaths during the war to the 1940 popula-
tion of various countries. Among the figures
are these: The United States lost in battle
one person in the military for every 500
members of its 1940 population; China,
one out of 200; the United Kingdom, one
out of 150; France, one out of 200; Japan,
one out of 46; Germany, one out of 25; and
the U.S.S.R., one out of every 22. When we
consider that the civilian casualties often
exceeded the military losses, we can readi-
ly see how human efforts had indeed failed
to bring true peace and security.
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Jesus’ Birth—

THE birth of Christ! It is claimed to be
the basis for Christendom’s biggest
yearly celebration. Ironically, though,
many clergymen brush off various as-
pects of the Gospel accounts of Jesus’
birth as mere legend. Interpreter’s
Bible, for example, says of Matthew’s
account of the visit of the astrologers, or
“wise men”: “There is thus no way to
ascertain whether it has been embel-
lished, or indeed, whether it ‘happened’
at all as a matter of literal fact. The value
and importance of the narrative do not
depend on its accuracy; the story is
rather to be thought of as a work of art.”

Such critics often argue that the Gos-
pel accounts of Christ’s birth are too
lacking in detail to be viewed as histori-
cal. But in his book The Life and Times
of Jesus the Messiah, Alfred Edersheim
rebuts this, saying: “It may safely be
asserted, that no Apocryphal or legend-

Mere Legend?

ary narrative of such a (legendary)
event would have been characterised
by such scantiness, or rather absence,
of details. For, the two essential fea-
tures, alike of legend and of tradition,
are, that they ever seek to surround
their heroes with a halo of glory, and
that they attempt to supply details,
which are otherwise wanting.”

Why, though, do the Gospels provide
so few details regarding the birth of Je-
sus? Primarily because his death, not
his birth, is of major importance. (Mat-
thew 20:28) Edersheim further reminds
us: “The Gospels were not intended to
furnish a biography of Jesus, nor even
the materials for it; but had only this
twofold object: that those who read
them ‘might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God,” and that believ-
ing they ‘might have life through His
Name."”

Made Wise by “the Laying of a Fine”

PROVERBS 21:11 says: “By the laying
of afine on the ridiculer the inexperienced
becomes wise; and by one’s giving in-
sight to a wise person he gets knowl-
edge.”

An “inexperienced” one often has dif-
ficulty appreciating why a certain course
of conduct is wrong. In time, though, he
may observe a “ridiculer"— one who
scoffs at the principles of God’s Word—
become caught in his wickedness and
suffer “distress and hard times.” (Prov-
erbs 1:27) Under the Mosaic Law, appro-
priate ‘punishment’ (Krglnes Version),
or more literally “a fine,” could have been
levied on the wrongdoer.— Compare Ex-
odus 21 :22; Deuteronomy 22:19.

The effect on the inexperienced
one? Finally seeing the reward of
wrongdoing, he could ‘become wise’
and determine not to follow such a
course himself. (Compare Proverbs
19:25.) By way of contrast, “a wise
person” already knows from past ex-
perience, observation, and knowledge
of Bible principles that a certain
course of conduct is unwholesome or
destructive. He does not always need
to observe the ruinous outcome of a
certain act to be convinced of its
wrongfulness. He can thus gain new
‘insights’ by mere instruction, rather
than by bitter experience.
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Questions From Readers

1 Do Jesus’words at Matthew 11:24 mean that those whom Jeho-
vah destroyed by fire in Sodom and Gomorrah will be resurrected?

In conscientiously responding
to this question over the years, we
have discussed Jesus’ words at
Matthew 10:14, 15; 11:20-24;
and Luke 10:13-15. A recent re-
view of this suggests that these
verses need not be taken as
statements about the future for
the people of Sodom/Gomorrah.
Before we examine other Bible
comments about the people de-
stroyed in those cities, let us con-
sider what Jesus said.

While in Galilee, Jesus “re-
proach[ed] the cities in which
most of his powerful works had
taken place, because they did not
repent.” He named three: “Woe to
you, Chorazin! woe to you, Beth-
saida! because if the powerful
works had taken place in Tyre and
Sidon that took place in you, they
would long ago have repented ...
It will be more endurable for Tyre
and Sidon on Judgment Day than
for you. And you, Capernaum, wil
you perhaps be exalted to heav-
en? Down to Hades you will
come; because if the powerful
works that took place in you had
taken place in Sodom, it would
have remained until this very day.

It will be more endurable for
the land of Sodom on Judgment
Day than for you.” (Matthew 11:
20-24) Jesus made similar state-
ments when sending the 12 disci-
ples out to preach, and later the
70.—Matthew 10:14, 15; Luke
10:13-15.

Prior to 1964, we took these
verses to mean that the people of
Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Caper-
naum merited eternal destruction.
However, Watchtower articles in
1964 and 1965 made it clear that
all in Hades, or Sheol, (mankind’'s
common grave) will come forth
in the resurrection and thereafter
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will be ‘judged according to their
deeds.'— Revelation 20:13.

Those articles also reasoned:
Matthew 11:23 and Luke 10:15
say that Capernaum would not be
exalted to heaven but be brought
“down to Hades,” which, at least,
suggests debasement for the
people of that city. In the same
passage, Jesus mentioned an-
cient Tyre and Sidon. According to
Ezekiel 32:21, 30, people of Si-
don, who were condemned by
God, went to Sheol. (Isaiah 23:
1-9, 14-18; Ezekiel 27:2-8) Since
Jesus paralleled Tyre/Sidon with
Sodom, that indicated that the
people of Sodom were in Sheol
too.

A reexamination of Matthew
Tf 2U"2j 1"tho'uait has brought
into question whether Jesus was
there discussing eternal judgment
and resurrection. His point was
how unresponsive the people in
Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Caper-
naum were and how unlikely it
was that they would reform even
in the Judgment Day. Saying that
it would be “more endurable” for
Tyre/Sidon and Sodom/Gomorrah
“on Judgment Day” was a form of
hyperbole (exaggeration to em-
phasize a point) that Jesus need
not have intended to be taken lit-
erally, any more than other graph-
ic hyperboles that he used. For
example:

“It is easier for heaven and
earth to pass away than for one
particle of a letter of the Law to go
unfulfilled.” “Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will by
no means pass away.” (Luke 16:
17; 21:33; Matthew 5:18; com-
pare Hebrews 1:10-12.) We know
that the literal heavens and earth
will never pass away. (Psalm 78:
69; 104:5; Ecclesiastes 1:4) Je-
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sus also said: “It is easier for a
camel to go through a needle’s
eye than for a rich man to enter
into the kingdom of God.” (Mark
10:25) Certainly, Jesus did not
mean that no rich man could ever
become a disciple; some in the
first century became anointed
Christians. (1 Timothy 6:17-19)
Jesus’ use of exaggeration was to
stress how hard it is for a rich
man to put God before material
wealth and comforts.—Luke 12:
15-21.

"Hence. Jesus’ saying that it
‘would be more endurable on
Judgment Day for Tyre or Sodom’
Aid not .necessarily mean that
thoie"people will be presen~Ton
"Judgment Day. He (pouT*simply
Tave beerTstressingnow un-
responsive and culpable were
most in Chorazin, Belhsaida, and
tTapernaum. We' say most be-
cause some in Capernaum did ac-
cept Christ. (Mark 1:29-31; Luke
4:38, 39) Yet, basically those cit-
ies rejected him. SOMe of their
inhabitants, as with the scribes
and the Pharisees, may even have
sinned against the holy spirit, for
which forgiveness is impossible
even in the ‘system of things to
come.” Such individuals go to
Gehenna.—Matthew 12:31, 32;
23:33.

Aside from Jesus’ words on the
point, Ezekiel 32:21, 30 does tell
us that pagan people of ancient
Tyre/Sidon are in Sheol; so they
are in line for a resurrection. What,
then, about the inhabitants of
“the land of Sodom on Judgment
Day”? The mere fact that Jesus
paralleled Sidon with Sodom does
not establish the future prospects
of those wicked ones whom God
destroyed with sulfur and fire. But
let us see what else the Bible says
on the question.

One of the most pointed com-
ments is in Jude 7. Jude had just



spoken of (1) Israelites destroyed
for lack of faith, and (2) angels
who sinned and are ‘reserved with
eternal bonds for the judgment of
the great day.’ Then Jude wrote:
"So too Sodom and Gomorrah . ..
are placed before us as a warning
example by undergoing the ju-
dicial punishment of everlasting
fire.” This texffiipDbeen applied to
the actual cities’ being destroyed
everlastingly, ~(boP me people.
<8nwev"5 in view of Jude 5 and
JI er MOST people would take
verse 7 to mean a judicial pun-
ishment of individuals. (Similarly,
Matthew 11:20-24 would be un-
derstood as criticizing people, not
stones or buildings.) In this light,
Jude 7 would mean that the wick-
ed people of Sodom/Gomorrah
were judged and destroyed ever-
lastingly*
Looking elsewhere, we find it
noteworthy that more th"tn once

~the"BTEIlg lines' the" ffoocPand"
SoHom/GomoTr~. In what con-
text?

When asked about “the conclu-
sion of the system of things,” Je-
sus foretold the coming “end” and
a “great tribulation such as has
not occurred since the world’s be-
ginning.” (Matthew 24:3, 14, 21)
He went on to speak of “the days
of Noah” and what “occurred in
the days of Lot” as being exam-
ples of people who took no note
of warning about coming destruc-

* At Ezekiel 16:53-55, “Sodom and
her dependent towns” are mentioned,
not in connection with the resurrec-
tion, but figuratively with regard to
Jerusalem and her daughters. (Com-
pare Revelation 11:8.) See also The
Watchtower, June 1, 1952, page 337.

tion. Jesus added: “The same way
it will be on that day when the Son
of man is to be revealed.” (Luke
17:26-30; compare Matthew 24:
36-39.) Was Jesus illustrating just
an attitude, or does the context
in which he used these examples
suggest that eternal judgments
were involved?

/Later, Peter wrote about God's
(judgments and His punishing
those deserving it. Then Peter
used three examples: The angels
that sinned, the ancient world of
Noah’s time, and those destroyed
in Sodom/Gomorrah. The latter,
Peter said, ‘set a pattern for un-
godly persons of things to come.’
(2 Peter 2:4-9) Thereafter, he
compared the destruction that
) people suffered in the Deluge with
the coming “day of judgment and
of destruction of the ungodly
men.” That precedes the prom-
ised new heavens and new earth.
N 2 Peter 3:5-13.

Likewise, at the end of the
present wicked system, will those
whom God executes have had a
final judgment? That is the indica-
tion of 2 Thessalonians 1:6-9: “It
is righteous on God’s part to re-
pay tribulation to those who make
tribulation for you, but, to you who

suffer tribulation, relief along with (

us at the revelation of the Lord
Jesus from heaven with his pow-
erful angels in a flaming fire, as he
brings vengeance upon those who
do not know God and those who
do not obey the good news about
our Lord Jesus. These very ones
will undergo the judicial punish-
ment of everlasting destruction
from before the Lord and from the
glory of his strength.”

There is an interesting similarity
in phraseology between this de-
scription and what Jude said oc-
curred in the case of Sodom. Fur-
thermore, Matthew 25:31-46 and
Revelation 19:11-21 indicate that
“the goats” cut off in the coming
war of God will experience “ever-
lasting cutting-off” in “the lake of
fire,” which symbolizes perma-
nent annihilation.*— Revelation
20:10, 14.

Consequently, in“addition Jo
/What Jude 7 says,~ffi*~5Tble uses
~Sodom/*omorTaFi and~ the Flood

as batferns~~foT the destructive

end oTthe present wicked system.

1t~ is apparent" fhen,~ That those
whom-~tk)d executed in those past
judgmenTs experienced irrevers-

ible destruction. Of course, each <
/of us carfcontirrrTthat by his prov-\
ing faithful to Jehovah now. In \

that way we will qualify to be alive
Jin the new world to see whom he
/resurrects and whom he does not.
1We know that his judgments are
|/ perfect. Elihu assured us: “For a
J fact, God himself does not act
| wickedly, and the Almighty him-
\ self does not pervert judgment.”
VJob 34:10, 12.

* Compare “Questions From Read-
ers” in The Watchtower of August 1,
1979.
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