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The Question of Fatherhood

URING the Festival of Taberna-
Dcles 32 C.E., Jesus’ discussion

with the Jewish leaders grows
more intense. “lI know that you are
Abraham’s offspring,” Jesus acknowl-
edges, “but you are seeking to kill me,
because my word makes no progress
among you. What things | have seen
with my Father | speak; and you, there-
fore, do the things you have heard from
your father.”

Although not identifying their father,
Jesus makes clear that their father is
different from his. Unaware of whom
Jesus has in mind, the Jewish leaders
respond: “Our father is Abraham.” They
feel that they have the same faith as
Abraham, who was God’s friend.

However, Jesus shocks them with the
reply: “If you are Abraham’s children, do
the works of Abraham.” Indeed, a real
son imitates his father. “But now you
are seeking to kill me,” Jesus says, “a
man that has told you the truth that |
heard from God. Abraham did not do
this.” So Jesus again says: “You do the
works of your father.”

Still they do not comprehend whom
Jesus is talking about. They maintain
that they are legitimate sons of Abra-
ham, saying: “We were not born from
fornication.” Hence, claiming to be true
worshipers like Abraham, they assert:
“We have one Father, God.”

But is God really their Father? “If God
were your Father,” Jesus responds,
“you would love me, for from God Icame
forth and am here. Neither have | come
of my own initiative at all, but that
sent me forth. Why is it you do not know
what | am speaking?”

Jesus has tried to show these reli

8 THE WATCHTOWER- MAY 15, 1988

gious leaders the consequences of their
rejection of him. But now he pointedly
says: “You are from your father the
Devil, and you wish to do the desires of
your father.” What kind of father is the
Devil? Jesus identified him as a man-
slayer and also said: “He is a liar and
the father of the lie.” So Jesus con-
cludes: “He that is from God listens to
the sayings of God. This is why you do
not listen, because you are not from
God.”

Angered by Jesus’condemnation, the
Jews answer: “Do we not rightly say,
You are a Samaritan and have a de-
mon?” The term “Samaritan” is used
as an expression of contempt and re-
proach, the Samaritans being a people
hated by the Jews.

Ignoring the contemptuous §lur about



66Uy

being a Samaritan, Jesus re- erally never see death. Rather, he means that
sponds: “l do not have a de- they will never see eternal destruction, or “second
mon, but | honor my Father, death,” from which there is no resurrection.

and you dishonor me.” Going However, the Jews take Jesus’ words literally.
on, Jesus makes the startling Hence, they say: “Now we do know you have a

promise: “If anyone observes demon. Abraham died, also the prophets; but you
my word, he will never see say, ‘If anyone observes my word, he will never

death at all.” Of course, Je- taste death at all.” You are not greater than our
sus does not mean that all father Abraham, who died, are you? Also, the
those who follow him will lit- prophets died. Who do you claim to be?”

In this whole discussion, it is obvious that Je-
sus is pointing these men to the fact that he is
the promised Messiah. But rather than directly
answering their question as to his identity, Je-

sus says: “If | glorify myself, my glory is noth-

ing. It is my Father that glorifies me, he who
you say is your God; and yet you have not
known him. But | know him. And if | said | do

not know him | should be like you, a liar.”
Going on, Jesus refers again to faithful
Abraham, saying: “Abraham your father
rejoiced greatly in the prospect of seeing
my day, and he saw it and rejoiced.” Yes,
with eyes of faith, Abraham looked for-
ward to the arrival of the promised Mes-
siah. In disbelief, the Jews respond:
“You are not yet fifty years old, and

still you have seen Abraham?”
“Most truly | say to you,” Jesus
answers, “before Abraham came
into existence, | have been.” Jesus
is, of course, referring to his pre-
human existence as a mighty spirit
person in heaven.

Enraged by Jesus’ claim to have
existed before Abraham, the Jews
pick up stones to hurl at him. But he
hides and goes out of the temple
unharmed. John 8:37-59; Revela-
tion 3:14; 21:8.

+ How does Jesus show that he and his
enemies have different fathers?

+ What is the significance of the Jews’
calling Jesus a Samaritan?

+ In what sense does Jesus mean that his
followers will never see death?
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terestln -0 exam Ie a Visi

rom Japan. attendin acon tlon 0
ova 'S |tn 5S€S | Sout rca wa

pr sse diver [ac
8 ? 0 serve there. e emarke how
erent It 1S In Japan, where the vast
{na ority have the same racial characteris-

IC
“God is not partial, but in every nation gBut leGfSIt?/ of Colo[)l%m he races

th that f hi d work
rigehtrggﬂsngss (?grg,ccggtgglevggrh%].” 8|]C¢%? taUSGSF 8Lﬁ£ent S m cantytgotr)]e
V00D o w1 9 BRI i
WNo . made. the wor
i\ [ﬁ IS 1N It be|n g %0!1 our Creatot 1 B\el somﬁ

a
He ven an(b earth, l(_&oes N t |ve |n maﬂ races. SUperior in |s eyes I Jehova
etem%es rom, one ancestor e partial:

aS reate eryr 0T men 0 lIve ov Our Creator—Partial?
Z“Eh?.‘],ﬁ,s) ﬁ F ethos% CWt%r :77 4We can get some idea of our Creator’s

he Chrlstla urn
AMOUS S BEC Mars U]\ ot egAre 3|vl-r|10Wr|ge0t30vThe \4|ew a different skin color,
opagus tens reece, 16" Wat'Gid King Jehoshaphat say about

Pl samenl oy vl e sl ok 00 LS
tﬁhx'{%%‘s ?ROEFeatn%PW% ovan G %eateé QESHOnS may Sine

iy i, g b
a%ew f\?aﬁveotlfll ehps' t0 nYaQ’ge[lfe cof1

1 In anuentAthens what |mp0rtant statement

did Paul make concermn? race?

2. What helps to make life colorful and interest-

ing, and with what was one Japanese visitor o
South Africa impressed?

Theapostle Paul told the
Athenians that God “created
every race of men to live over
the face of the whole earth”



view of aIl man

Htt"trom O

mwmmma
|s tr e ounse
ot f r man hat

ovah dur Go tere S o
5e8usness or partrahty '—2 Chron-

5Hundr ds
the trrbes 0 lsra

Deuteronom
Romans, Pa
Touble rsatﬁ il
gfor the Greek also

has no favourites.”—Romans 2:

The New English Bible.

GBut sme may. ask Wht hout
IsraeIres Were th

d no Moses a

0ds COSGﬂ

as C 0Sen tO
ecra ro erLy

0 was no

€S en ants

race or, natron W [CISE, fart rn

316 1. )Surely t

1. (a) Wh esulted when the Jews rej
Today, who can enjoy miarvelous
God, ‘and how?

s proves that

IS no partiality o art. Moreover,
Jeho V@T comma d]ed t% Iéraehtes 10 QIove
he alien resr e and “not mrst eat
- him, " regard es IS race orn |
nter omy ertrﬁus R
3/t our Iovrng ather in heave
IS tPar ial.

pecral ptrrue that the Iraehtris eni Xed

e €
eav res n5|% i](",’ vtyere
R
.aut 'y

% act the sra
1S0beyIn s[tha ¥ ejncrere e d
not tr e:agnem with favoritism. Rat Oh
use t Srﬂto maeprog etcp ternsI an

trougl rze it G rodtced the
gﬁéﬁem%gk}]lﬁijlstt or ah lh(?essrng

atians 3:14: compar
enesis 22:15-18 P

" tWasJesus Partral’) b
mc ere is no par Ith Je
v coudJesussb tI |g \hyeIWconsrger
t esus once sat seeh not my own
ll; e wd hrm that sent’ me.
J?] tunr exIsts hetyeen
ehova hrs Son and esd
oes |s at ers rn every respect
ﬁ are ernv %nd ur ose
hatJes scou ¥ “He fhat
he John 14;

as sggn the Fat a}lsg h 8 For
Pver ears, Jesus ﬁ ual € %(i
VI a man on ear nd
{/% r%'a umans

at was hIS '[tlt GIOWHI’ \}\t/err ces?
Was he pYEJU ICea Or partra esus
a 1acist?

(a) What proves that Jehovah did not show
favor itism toward Israel? (b) How did Jehovah
make use of Israel?

9, How are Jehovah and Jesus alike?
(b ) hat questions arise concerning Jesus?

THE WATCHTOWER-MAY 15, 1988 11



Because Jesus was not partial, he
witnessed to the Samaritan woman
at Jacob’s fountain near Sychar

Jesus s nt most of has eﬁrth v\}/
Je IS lg)o e But .one as
ro ched, Dy (Pe rcran woman
e who be e im 1o gure her
a ter In resp se Jesus, sal was
h forth t? anly ] to the ost shee
tA ouse o ae the wom
Eea“letdrs nof rrh ota ehzrleah]e te
hrldren and th?ow It oihtthe do f Toot e
S were. unclean anrm

ﬁh“?w O?o Gentiles s“IrN OPhe hvag

esus Showin pre,
ust entron com rssro
rom hﬁh to care e lost se
srael.” Moreover, b I J<enrnjq non-Je s
«pittte d0QS,” Not wild dogs esus so ftene
the comparison. O cou? hat esar
tested the woman. Humily, though deter-
ned to v grcome this obie Btron sh ta%t
L o T it
t e doos dB eat .0f the' crumbs N |ng

(Pwrt ¢ Ofvvth]elarng]?t Je us
&fﬁ 55 }gughter rjpnmedrateﬁ —Mat-

10. (a) How did Jesus reply to a Phoenician
woman’s re(iuest for help? S) By alluding to
Gentiles as rttIedogs was Jesus showing prej-
udjce? hc) How the woman overcome the
objection,” and wrth what result?

12 THE WATCHTOWER-MAY 15, 1988

e |gy s%h)e ! n%%hgvee%ateh/ép%enegl acTP%”-

1Con grder f00, Jesus’ encounters with

ggarn amaritans. gedp animosit exrst
efween Jews and Samaritans

occasron Jes s sent Messen ers t%t

Prepa f\ |on IE a Ceftain all-
al Vi Ut thOSE amaritans * I}OI
[ECEIVE IIP because I_F ace was se

el I

salem S Upse
gﬁohn h ortthatthepwangh1
own fire trom pbven anni ate
(hem dut esus rebuked tetwdo 1rhscr
P/ﬁsa eern_allJ g them went to a different
% Jesus share the feelrn%gf nimos-

ot er occ sion. Jesus r}

were ora elr way from dea t0 a
%pass hrou amar

ou om[) urney, Jesus sat

side. 1aco

%8

netrttir o
uy ood anwhr éyamarjr ;f
water, I%T:

€S

camde %rs
selfha on no ef ?ccasrgn classr
%arrbta&s as being “of another race.”

The Kingdom Interlr ar Trans-

al
I3 Geck Seripa mcelhﬁwsh i

latjon o

to her:
o T P e
Wee%te erng ew,. ask me ora

amaritan woman?"—Jonn

BBut Jes(trs reqnored the woman’s ob ec-
'[IOﬂ nstea serzedt e 0 Or'[li

era Whneﬁ HOW(ji &

at e was t essra

11. As illustrated by an incident involving Je-
sus, what attitude did Jews and Samaritans have
toward one another?

Why was a certain_Samaritan woman sur-
rirrsed at Jesus’ request?
3. (a) How did Jesus respond to the Samarjtan

woman’s objection, and what was her reaction?
(b) What was the final result?
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and how does Paul explarn this?
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17. (a) What unusual vision was Peter given,

and why? (b) To whose home did_certain men
conduct Peter, and who were waiting for him
there? (c 8 Of what did Peter remind those Gen-
tiles, and yet what had God clearly taught him?

How Would You Respond?

O Why would you say that Jehovah
was not partial in using the
Israelites?

O What proof is there that Jesus
Christ was not racially prejudiced or
partial?

O How was Peter helped to see that
“God is not partial”?

O Despite the lack of racial harmony
in this world, what prophecy
denoting unity is now being fulfilled?
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Serve Jehovah
With One Accord

“Then will | turn to the peoples a pure language, that they may
all call upon the name of Jehovah, to serve him with one
consent.”—ZEPHANIAH 3:9, American Standard Version.
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1, 2. (a) Jehovah is now bringing about the ful-
fillment’ of what prophecy? (b) ‘This prophecy 3. What is_the “pure Ianguage and why are
raises what questions: those speaking 1t not divided?
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4, How did Zephaniah 3:9 point to multilingual
and multlramal cooperation, and where 13 it
found today?

5. To what use are Jehovah’s Witnesses able to
put any human language?
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6. How does Jehovah view peoPIe hut what will
be helpful if a degree of partla ity lingers in the
heart of a certain Christian?

1. As regards a relationship with God, how does
one Chrlst|an not differ from another of any
nation or race?
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8. How is Haggai 2:7 now being fulfilled?

9. Even If we In the past did not think well of
foreigners, why should things be different now
that we are Chiristians?
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10. If we are tempted to make sweepin
favorable remarks about_fellow believers o any
race or nation, how can Tjtus 1:5-12 help us?

11. If partiality of any kind exists in a Chris-
tian’s heart, what can ‘he do?
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BWe can co trrbut 0 unrtX of the
congregation It we ac nowledge and show

12. Why should we not boast in ourselves or in
others of our ethnic background?

13 How can we contribute to the unity of the
conPregatron and what can be learnéd from
Phiflippians 2:1-11?

Listen carefully and be observant. You will be
moved by the love and faith evident in the
words and deeds of other witnesses of Jehovah
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14. How may we be heIped to consider others as
superior to us?
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nat their brotherly love fap ears stronger,
they seem to have more faih, or the% I\
evidence 0 reate{ trust ' Jeh 8
Whethert areo our ethnic hac o¥

or not, tney Incite u% to ovea mg
works, hep to strentljt en o

a%ttt e
X? awn cIose to them ana 50§ %Oukj
ompare James 4:8."

Blessed and Sustained

JﬁJehovaP I not artlzil in blessing h|s
servants of any nationalit or r?cE t]

nstance cn5|de the count [
{ Was no rom ore N |ss nartes ut
om the i sofe t ra2| an sajlors
o peot%'sea”eattaz'a ot . d1e g
r@s bIesmﬂg has be N evi eny forb t%te
servlce ear, 1 re Was, a 0

Inadom proclaimers in t at an
0 141%% 8 mh%bttants—a ratio of one
pu |s er to

on3| er an ther example of divine
bIeS| In Apri 123é ’Ttﬂac Witness-
eso ehovah from't ?ean |sIan of
rinidad were sent to eare e K g
om messag (}Ng 01t W
s L 95 VR e Cont
Iq< ?BlbleaEL wnS’T ?(tante

W%O% It ro SOt
P lé]ﬁw hat vast tge rtnt
atavtv?ot gl Ko W e
ey btaaﬁttagt?gtt %

i Bses WIS servants
of all nations and rdces but also sustains
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1%3 19 lee examples of how our impartial God

sustains his servants of all races and nations.
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% y we discern about fellow believers of
other national backgrounds?
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Insighton the News

Clowns for Christ?

“Gospel Clowns on the Road
was the headline that appeared
in the Church Times, a Church of
England newspaper. It was her-
alding the annual visit of the
Church Army Roadshow to se-
lected seaside resorts in England
and Wales. Founded just over a
hundred years ago as a wing
of the Church of England, the
Church Army was to evangelize
“among the outcasts and crimi-
nals of the Westminster slums.”

Today, Church Army leaders
are still concerned that “evange-
lism should be given its rightful
place.” Their Roadshow aims to
present the gospel in a “humor-
ous way to people who have little
previous experience of God, and
who wouldn’t dream of coming
to an event held in a church or
church hall.” The costumed “Gos-
pel Clowns” in the roadshow
hope that “their dedicated fooling
about will at least make passers-
by stop and listen for a while,”
notes the Church Times.

However, while their clown at-
tire, buffoonery, and free balloons
attracted many children, adults
were left wondering what this ap-
proach had to do with the evan-
gelism initiated by Jesus Christ.

True, the apostle Paul wrote:
“We have become a theatrical
spectacle to the world ... We are
fools because of Christ.” (1 Co-
rinthians 4:9, 10) But what did he
have in mind? Clowning or “fool-
ing about” to attract passers-by?
No. Paul was illustrating how the
world considers Christians to be
fools, “exposed to public ridicule
and shame,” as The New Interna-
tional Dictionary of New Testa-
ment Theology puts it, on ac-
count of their faith and teachings.

In contrast with the Church Ar-

”

my’'s “Gospel Clowns,” Jesus
taught the crowds “as a person
having authority.” His ministry
was straightforward and without
gimmickry. As he explained, “Just
as the Father taught me | speak
these things.” What was the re-
sult? “Many put faith in him.”
— Matthew 7:29; John 8:28, 30.

“Burden of
Conscience”

Eugene Stockwell, director of
the Commission on World Mis-
sion and Evangelism of the World
Council of Churches, recently ad-
mitted to the hypocritical role the
clergy and churches of Christen-
dom have played during both
world wars. “It is a heavy burden
of conscience for Christians that
the two major world wars of this
century were unleashed among
nations that have long traditions
of Christianity in their midst and
whose military assaults were of-
ten blessed by leaders of Chris-
tian churches,” he told an ec-
umenical gathering in Warsaw,
Poland.

Stockwell added: “God was
passionately declared to be on
one side of the conflict or the oth-
er___All too easily we Christians
put our faith at the service of our
violence.” He said that World
War Il was “a massive evidence of
our failure as ‘Christian nations’to
live out our faith, a faith so fre-
quently expressed in words and
so evidently denied in action.”

But has this “heavy burden
of conscience” helped so-called
Christians and their clergy to
learn a lesson? According to the
Ecumenical Press Service, Direc-
tor Stockwell conceded: “We talk
of loving our enemies, and we Kkill
them. We talk of turning the other
cheek, and we arm ourselves to

the teeth. We talk of peace that
passes understanding, and we
engage in war that surpasses any
understanding. We talk of faith in
God and we place our true faith in
weapons of destruction.”

Christendom’s war-supporting
clergy and their followers clearly
resemble “profitless talkers” in
the days of the apostle Paul. Con-
cerning them, he said: “They pub-
licly declare they know God, but
they disown him by their works.”
— Titus 1:10, 16.

“Offensive” Stamp

On November 19, 1987, the
South African Postal Administra-
tion planned to issue four com-
memorative stamps on the Bible.
One of the stamps contained the
expressions “The Word of God” in
Greek and “The Word of Jeho-
vah” in Hebrew. There was a total
printing of 1,750,000 copies of
this stamp.

However, shortly before the
date of release, post offices re-
ceived a telegram instructing
them to return their supply of this
stamp. The reason? “Because it
was found to be offensive by the
orthodox Jewish community,” re-
ported The Star, a Johannesburg
newspaper. It added: “Rabbi Da-
vid Hazdan of Johannesburg said
the name of God printed in full as
it was printed on the stamp was
usually reserved for special reli-
gious occasions only.”

It is due to similar Jewish tra-
dition that many modern Bible
translators have avoided using
the name Jehovah and have re-
placed it with mere titles, such as
“Lord” or “God.” No wonder Je-
sus said to religious leaders of his
day: “You have made the word of
God invalid because of your tra-
dition”— Matthew 15:6.
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S rejoice.

Questions From Readers

1 What did Jesus do “to prepare a place”

followers?

Shortly before instituting the
Lord’s Evening Meal, Jesus told his
faithful apostles that he had to go
away. He meant, of course, that
after he died later that day, he had
to go his way to heaven. Peter
reacted by asking to be allowed to
follow him. Thereupon Jesus said:
“Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Exercise faith in God, exercise faith
also in me. In the house of my
Father there are many abodes.
Otherwise, | would have told you,
because | am going my way to
prepare a place for you. Also, if |
go my way and prepare a place for
you, | am coming again and will
receive you home to myself, that
where | am you also may be.”
—John 14:1-3.

What “abodes” needed to be pre-
pared for the apostles? Some Bi-
ble translators have rendered John
14:2 in a way that suggests that
Jesus was talking about the apos-
tles’ needing “resting-places” on
their way to heaven or their find-
ing various rooms in heaven. Yet,
W. E. Vine says about the Greek

in heaven for his

word involved: “There is nothing in
the word to indicate separate com-
partments in Heaven; neither
does it suggest temporary resting-
places on the road.” The word
means simply a place to abide.
So Jesus was promising abiding
places in the spiritual heavens
where he was going to be with his
Father. —Ephesians 1:20; 1 Peter
1:4; 3:21,22.

But in what way would Jesus
prepare such abodes for his loyal
followers? Having died a sacrificial
death, Jesus went to heaven to
present before God the value of his
lifeblood. This would first benefit
those who would be called to be
joint heirs of heavenly life. The
apostle Paul wrote: “Christ entered,
not into a holy place made with
hands, which is a copy of the real-
ity, but into heaven itself, now to
appear before the person of God
for us.” (Hebrews 9:12, 24-28; Ro-
mans 6:5; 8:17) So when Jesus
told the apostles that he was going
to “prepare a place for” them, he
certainly would have in mind his

‘appearing before the person of
God for’ them. Only after he did
that could they or other humans
follow him to heaven. — Philippians
3:20,21.

Did Jesus have to do other
things to prepare a place for them?
In time, he would assume kingly
power and would war against Sa-
tan, casting him and his demons
out of heaven. (Revelation 12:7-9)
This would occur prior to the start
of the heavenly resurrection of the
apostles and other anointed ones
sleeping in death. (1 Thessalonians
4:14-17) Whether Jesus’ comment
about ‘preparing a place for’ his
followers included his casting Sa-
tan out of heaven, we cannot say.

Moreover, we do not know if Je-
sus had other assignments that
had to do with preparing a place
in heaven for anointed Christians.
Yet, at least we can be sure that
Jesus did prepare the way for his
anointed followers by presenting
to God the value of his “precious
blood.” (1 Peter 1:19) On the basis
of that blood, the new covenant
was established between Jehovah
God and spirit-anointed Christians.
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Not Afraid
Anymore

A letter recently received b the German branch office
of the Watch Tower Society reads, in pa

"Diana Is seven vears old and has suffered from spastic
paral)fsm from birth. Since she must attend a specialized
school many miles from home, she must go to bed
evenings at Seven o'clock so that she_can be up by six the
next morning. She was always afraid of being alone, in
her room. S we put acassete recorder there and at first
played music cassettes, but this did not help. Besides, |
wanted her to listen to something educational that she
could understand.

*Then a wonderful solution came alon%—the cassette
recordln sof My Book of Bible Stories. | got them for her,
and su ¥D|ana Was no Ionger afraict. She has learned
ten of the sfories by heart—word for word—and knows
the others well engugh to detect any mistake you ma
make in reading them to her, even“though stie herself
cannot read et Since Iearmng story 69, ‘A Girl Helpsa

|gn antl she has been talking to_her teachers and
to the chlldren at school about the Stories she knows."



