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ShouldDivorce
B e

IN JUNE 1986 voters in the Irish Repub­
lic voted by a margin of 3 to 2 to uphold 
their ban on divorce. This made the Re­
public the only country in Western Europe 

in which divorce is still illegal.
Evidently, in spite of the wave of liberal 

attitudes and thinking, most people’s view 
on the emotionally charged issue of di­
vorce is still heavily influenced by their 
background. Race, education, and social 
factors all play a role. But of all things, 
religion, or the lack of it, remains the 
single most important influence.

What is your view of divorce? If a mar­
ried couple feel miserable living together 
and are clearly incompatible, should they 
be allowed to end their misery by obtain­
ing a divorce? How would you answer 
this question? More importantly, on what 
would you base your answer?

Varied and Conflicting Views
For the millions who hold to Roman Catholic standards, there is simply no di­vorce. “In Christian marriage,” explains 

The Catholic Encyclopedia, “there can nev­
er be an absolute divorce [with the right 
to remarry], at least after the marriage 
has been consummated.” However, the Ro­
man Catholic Church grants annulment 
on certain conditions, and this procedure

is widely used. For example, in April 1986 
The Denver Post reported: “Local Catho­
lics are asking for so many marriage an­
nulments that the Denver Archdiocese is 
spending $250,000 on increased staff and 
a computer to keep up with the workload.” 
The report further said that “in the Den­
ver Archdiocese, there is a three-year 
backlog of 700 annulment cases.”

Protestants in hundreds of denomina­
tions around the world are faced with a 
vast array of church laws and regulations 
on divorce. In general, however, Protes­
tant authorities allow divorce only on se­
rious grounds. But what is considered se­rious can vary greatly from one church to 
another. Offenses such as adultery, cruel­
ty, and desertion are generally accepted, 
but they are by no means the only ones. 
Some denominations now have divorce 
ceremonies and services with hymns and 
prayers as in weddings. In one such cere­
mony, “marriage vows are repealed. The couple hand their wedding rings to the 
minister. The service ends with a pro­
nouncement from the minister that the 
marriage is dissolved, and the couple 
shake hands,” reports The New York 
Times.

Jews have a tradition enforced by reli­
gious courts. Rabbinic laws allow divorce
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either on mutual agreement by the spous­
es or on grounds of physical defects or 
intolerable conduct. The divorce is con­
sidered legal, however, only when the 
husband issues a “get,” or certificate of di­
vorce, and this can be a source of conten­
tion. Out of resentment some husbands 
refuse to issue the document, or they use 
it as a bargaining chip. “This problem has 
left thousands of devout Jewish women in 
a painful marital limbo,” said New York 
City Council President Andrew Stein in 
an address to a gathering of rabbis, law­
yers, and others. Without the get, the 
woman’s remarriage is considered illegal, 
and any offspring is stigmatized as a 
mamzer, or bastard, in the modern State 
of Israel.

As for the nonreligious and the atheists, 
who presumably go by the law of the land, 
the issue is still not a simple one. This is 
because divorce legislation differs from 
country to country and even from area to 
area within the same country. One author­
ity lists some 50 grounds on which a legal 
divorce may be obtained in various parts

of the United States. These include “gross 
misbehavior and wickedness,” “no reason­
able likelihood of marriage being pre­
served,” and “refusal by wife to move with 
husband to this state.” In recent times, 
even the last trace of the sense of right 
and wrong has been removed by what is 
commonly called no-fault divorce.

Still a Perplexing Situation
Even though many of these varied and 

conflicting laws and regulations on di­
vorce are said to be based on the Bible, 
have they been successful in strengthen­
ing the institution of marriage or bolster­
ing human happiness? The rising divorce 
rate—one divorce for every two marriages 
in some countries—provides a clear an­
swer. Not only have these laws been un­
successful in strengthening the marriage 
bond but they have also added to the mis­
ery and suffering in the lives of millions.

In view of this, it is important for those 
who are genuinely concerned with doing 
what is right to find out what the Bible 
really says on this subject.

Divorce
W hat Does the Bible Really Say?

66V¥7HAT God has yoked together let ▼  ▼  no man put apart.” (Matthew 19:6) We often hear those well-known words by Jesus Christ quoted as the final pronouncement in a marriage ceremony.
By those words, though, did Jesus mean that all marriages are to be permanent and that there is not to be any divorce whatso­ever? Taking the words by themselves, that would appear to be the case. However,

what prompted Jesus to make such a state­ment? Was he setting out something new?
‘Not the Case From the Beginning’
Jesus’ statement quoted above was part of his answer to the Pharisees’ question: “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife on every sort of ground?” (Matthew 19: 3-6) Not being satisfied with the answer, 

the Pharisees questioned him further by
4 THE WATCHTOWER-MAY 15, 1988



asking: “Why, then, did Moses prescribe 
giving a certificate of dismissal and divorc­
ing her?” Thereupon, Jesus said: “Moses, 
out of regard for your hardheartedness, 
made the concession to you of divorc­
ing your wives, but such has not been the 
case from the beginning.” Then he added: 
“I say to you that whoever divorces his 
wife, except on the ground of fornication, and marries another commits adultery.” 
—Matthew 19:7-9.

We must note that Jesus’ statement, 
“such has not been the case from the be­
ginning,” was made in reference to divorce 
that was accomplished by “giving a certif­
icate of dismissal.” In other words, when 
God instituted the first marriage between 
Adam and Eve, he did not provide them 
with “every sort of ground” for dissolving 
their marriage. As a perfect couple, they had every reason to make their marriage a 
success. It would be successful if they con­
tinued to live according to God’s law and 
direction.

When mankind lapsed into sin and im­
perfection, so did the institution of mar­
riage. (Romans 5:12) Since humans were 
no longer perfect, human relations became 
strained and tainted by selfishness, greed, 
and self-interest. That was what Jesus 
referred to as “hardheartedness,” because 
of which the Mosaic Law made room for 
divorce. Yet, Jesus reminded the Phari­
sees: “Such has not been the case from the 
beginning.” Now, under imperfect condi­
tions, mates should put forth the effort 
needed to resolve any difficulties and prob­
lems instead of using them as grounds or excuses for breaking up their marriage. However, Jesus pointed out that there is one exception, namely, fornication. Mari­
tal infidelity can be grounds for breaking 
up a marriage.

It is interesting to note how various 
explanations of the clause “except on the ground of fornication” have been put forth

What did Jesus say about divorce?

to uphold certain views on divorce. Cath­
olic authorities generally dismiss this 
clause on the ground that parallel accounts in Mark and Luke do not contain it. How­
ever, McClintock and Strong’s Cyclopedia 
explains: “The plain reconciliation of the 
passages must be found in the principle 
that an exception in a fuller document 
must explain a briefer one, if this can be 
done without force. Now, as divorce for 
that one reason was admitted by all, Mark 
and Luke might naturally take this for 
granted without expressing it.”

Some argue that since Jesus used the 
word “fornication” (Greek, por-nei'a) and 
not “adultery” (Greek, moi khei'a), he must 
have meant some improper act before the 
marriage that would make the marriage 
null and void. This is unnecessarily re­
stricting the meaning of the word. Various 
authorities recognize that por-nei'a means “unchastity, harlotry, prostitution, forni­
cation,” and that at Matthew 19:9 “it 
stands for, or includes, adultery.” Others 
argue that Jesus was citing fornication 
merely as one example among many 
grounds for divorce. Clearly, this is forcing an opinion on the text.
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From the foregoing, it is clear that the 
Bible does not say that all marriages are 
to remain permanent and no divorce is 
permissible for any reason at all. On the 
other hand, the Bible provides only one 
acceptable basis for divorce, namely, “the 
ground of fornication.”

“Let Marriage Be Honorable”
By allowing a ground for divorce, does 

the Bible encourage it? Does this allow­
ance trivialize marriage or rob it of its dignity? Or by allowing only one ground 
for divorce, is the Bible placing an unrea­
sonable burden on those who marry?

Quite to the contrary, the Bible speaks 
of marriage as one of the closest and most intimate bonds that two people can enjoy. “A man will leave his father and his moth­
er and he must stick to his wife and they 
must become one flesh,” says the Gene­
sis account of the first marriage. (Gene­
sis 2:24) And mates are to guard this “one 
flesh” relationship as something precious. 
“Let marriage be honorable among all, and 
the marriage bed be without defilement,” 
counsels the Bible.—Hebrews 13:4.

It has often been said, in one manner or 
another, that the foundation of a lasting 
and happy marriage is not romantic love 
but unselfishness. That is just what the 
Bible indicates. It says: “Husbands ought 
to be loving their wives as their own bod­
ies. He who loves his wife loves himself, for 
no man ever hated his own flesh; but he 
feeds and cherishes it, as the Christ also does the congregation. . . .  On the other hand, the wife should have deep respect for 
her husband.” (Ephesians 5:28-33) And in 
frank language, the Bible counsels: “Let 
the husband render to his wife her due; 
but let the wife also do likewise to her husband. The wife does not exercise au­thority over her own body, but her hus­
band does; likewise, also, the husband does not exercise authority over his own body,

but his wife does. Do not be depriving each 
other of it.”—1 Corinthians 7:3-5.

When both mates are willing to abide by 
such wise counsel, it is very unlikely that 
their marriage will deteriorate to the point 
where one of them would resort to extra­marital affairs, thus, in effect, destroying the “one flesh” relationship. Even if one of 
the mates does not accept such Bible prin­
ciples, the believing mate can have confi­
dence that God’s way is still the best, and 
many marital problems can thus be solved 
or avoided.

Rather than recommending divorce as a 
means of ending an unhappy marriage, 
then, the Bible urges Christians to work 
hard to hold their marriage together and 
to make it a happy one. “Rejoice with the wife of your youth,” says a Bible proverb. 
“With her love may you be in an ecstasy 
constantly.”—Proverbs 5:18, 19.

Is Divorce the Answer?
What if one’s marriage mate does be­

come unfaithful? To be sure, marital infi­
delity creates a severe crisis. The adul­terous mate has brought much pain and 
suffering upon the innocent one, who has 
the Scriptural right to divorce the guilty 
party and remarry. But must there be a 
divorce? Is that the only recourse?

We must bear in mind that although 
Jehovah God has provided a just ground 
for divorce, the Bible also says of him: “He 
has hated a divorcing.” (Malachi 2:16) 
Rather than quickly jumping to the conclu­sion that divorce is the only solution, one might consider the possibility of extending 
mercy and forgiveness. Why?

A divorce will not necessarily remove 
the hurt and bitterness, but mercy and forgiveness will, especially when the of­fender truly regrets the wrongdoing. Love shown at such a critical time may actual­ly strengthen the marriage. Viewing the matter in this light will help the innocent
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In the new world, 
there will be no 

marital problems 
that lead to 

divorce

mate to evaluate what may be the best course to follow, remembering Jesus’ 
words: “Happy are the merciful, since they will be shown mercy.”—Matthew 5:7; com­
pare Hosea 3:1-5.

Also to be weighed in the balance are the problems that may result in connection with children in a single-parent home. The 
loneliness of a divorced person, too, merits consideration. For a woman, the problems 
are compounded by the fact that in most 
parts of the world today, women are still disadvantaged economically. After being a 
homemaker for a number of years, it is 
hard for a single mother to get back into 
the job market and compete with others.

Some women feel that while they are married, they should prepare themselves for the possibility of divorce. They may enroll in special schools or keep up their careers in order to maintain their finan­cial independence. Whether an individual should pursue such a course or not is a personal decision. However, instead of spending time and energy preparing for a possibility, would it not be a wiser invest­ment to put time and energy into building a happy and lasting marriage? By working hard at developing the fruitage of God’s

spirit and maintaining a healthy spiritual outlook, the Christian woman is likely to enjoy the love and praise of her husband. She can also have confidence in God’s promise that he cares for the needs of those who seek first the Kingdom.—Mat­thew 6:33; Proverbs 31:28-30; Galatians 5: 22, 23.
The Ultimate Solution

As long as we live in this imperfect system of things, we can expect that there 
will be marital problems. However, by fol­
lowing the Bible’s wise counsel, these can 
be minimized or dealt with effectively. 
Furthermore, men and women who are willing to live by Jehovah’s standards in marriage and in other areas of life are blessed with the prospect of entering a new system in which “righteousness is to 
dwell.”—2 Peter 3:13.

In that system, mankind will become free of the ravages and all the sad conse­quences of sin and imperfection. As long 
as the marriage arrangement continues here on earth, ‘what was the case from the beginning’ will be the standard. Indeed, what God has yoked together, no man will put apart.
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The Question of Fatherhood

DURING the  Festiva l o f Taberna­
c les 32 C.E., Jesus ’ d iscussion 
w ith  the  Jew ish leaders grows 

m ore in tense . “ I know  th a t you are 
A braham ’s o ffsp ring ,” Jesus acknow l­
edges, “but you are seeking to  kill me, 
because my w ord m akes no progress 
am ong you. W hat th ings I have seen 
w ith  my F a ther I speak; and you, the re ­
fore , do the  th ings  you have heard from 
you r fa the r.”

A lthough not iden tify ing  the ir father, 
Jesus m akes c lea r tha t the ir fa the r is 
d iffe ren t from  his. Unaware of whom 
Jesus has in mind, the Jew ish leaders 
respond: “O ur fa th e r is Abraham .” They 
fee l th a t they  have the sam e fa ith  as 
Abraham , w ho w as G od’s friend.

However, Jesus shocks them  w ith the 
rep ly: “ If you are Abraham ’s children, do 
the  w orks  of Abraham .” Indeed, a real 
son im ita tes his fa ther. “ But now you 
are seeking to  kill me,” Jesus says, “a 
man tha t has told you the tru th  that I 
heard from  God. Abraham  did not do 
th is .” So Jesus again says: “You do the 
w o rks  o f your fa the r.”

S till they  do not com prehend whom 
Jesus is ta lk ing  about. They m aintain 
th a t they are leg itim ate  sons of Abra­
ham, saying: “We w ere not born from  
fo rn ica tion .” Hence, cla im ing to  be true 
w orsh ipe rs  like Abraham , they assert: 
“W e have one Father, G od.”

But is God rea lly the ir Father? “ If God 
w e re  you r F a th e r,” Jesus responds, 
“you would love me, fo r from  God I came 
fo rth  and am here. N e ither have I come 
of my own in itia tive  at all, but tha t 
sent me fo rth . W hy is it you do not know 
w ha t I am speaking?”

Jesus has tried to show  these reli

g ious leaders the consequences o f th e ir 
re jection of him. But now he po in ted ly  
says: “You are from  your fa th e r the  
Devil, and you w ish to  do the  des ires  o f 
your fa the r.” W hat kind of fa th e r is the  
Devil? Jesus identified him as a m an- 
s layer and also said: “ He is a liar and 
the fa the r o f the lie.” So Jesus co n ­
cludes: “ He tha t is from  God lis tens to  
the sayings of God. This is w hy you do 
not listen, because you are not from  
God.”

Angered by Jesus ’ condem nation, the 
Jew s answ er: “ Do we not righ tly  say, 
You are a Sam aritan and have a de ­
mon?” The term  “Sam aritan” is used 
as an expression o f con tem pt and re­
proach, the S am aritans being a people 
hated by the  Jews.

Ignoring the con tem ptuous §lur about
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U c i  io 5 Ufe and JeoUo Ministry
being a Sam aritan, Jesus re ­
sponds: “ I do not have a de ­
mon, but I honor my Father, 
and you d ishono r me.” Going 
on, Jesus m akes the  s ta rtling  
prom ise: “ If anyone observes 
my word, he w ill never see 
death  at all.” O f course, Je ­
sus does not mean th a t all 
those  w ho fo llow  him w ill lit­

era lly never see death. Rather, he m eans tha t 
they will never see eterna l des truc tion , o r “second 
death ,” from  which there  is no resurrection .

However, the Jew s take  Jesus ’ w ords litera lly. 
Hence, they say: “ Now we do know  you have a 
demon. Abraham  died, a lso the prophets ; but you 
say, ‘If anyone observes my word, he w ill never 
taste  death at all.’ You are not g rea te r than our 
fa th e r Abraham, w ho died, are you? Also, the  
prophets died. W ho do you claim  to  be?”

In th is  whole d iscussion, it is obvious tha t Je ­
sus is pointing these men to  the  fa c t th a t he is 
the prom ised Messiah. But ra the r than d irec tly  
answering the ir question as to  his iden tity , Je ­
sus says: “ If I g lo rify  m yself, my g lo ry  is no th ­
ing. It is my Father th a t g lo rifies  me, he w ho 
you say is your God; and ye t you have not 
known him. But I know  him. And if I sa id I do 
not know him I should be like you, a liar.” 

Going on, Jesus re fe rs  again to  fa ith fu l 
Abraham, saying: “Abraham  your fa th e r 
re joiced greatly  in the p rospec t o f seeing 
my day, and he saw  it and re jo iced .” Yes, 
w ith eyes of fa ith , Abraham  looked fo r ­
ward to  the arriva l o f the  prom ised M es­
siah. In d isbelie f, the  Jew s respond: 
“You are not ye t f if ty  years old, and 
s till you have seen A braham ?”

“ M ost tru ly  I say to  you,” Jesus 
answ ers , “ b e fo re  A b raham  cam e 
into existence, I have been.” Jesus 
is, o f course, re fe rring  to  his p re ­
human existence  as a m igh ty  sp irit 
person in heaven.

Enraged by Jesus ’ cla im  to  have 
existed before  Abraham , the  Jew s 
p ick up stones to  hurl a t him. But he 
hides and goes out o f the tem ple 
unharmed. John 8 :3 7 -5 9 ; Revela­
tion 3 :14; 21:8 .
♦  How does Jesus show that he and his 
enemies have different fathers?
♦  What is the significance of the Jews’ 
calling Jesus a Samaritan?
♦  In what sense does Jesus mean that his 
followers will never see death?
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and interesting. For example, a visitor from Japan attending a convention of Je­
hovah’s Witnesses in South Africa was impressed with the diversity of race and color he observed there. He remarked how 
different it is in Japan, where the vast 
majority have the same racial characteris­
tics.

3 But diversity of color among the races 
often causes serious problems. Many con­
sider those of a different skin color to be 
inferior. This gives rise to animosity, even 
hatred and the scourge of racial prejudice. 
Did our Creator intend this? Are some 
races superior in his eyes? Is Jehovah 
partial?

Our Creator—Partial?
4 We can get some idea of our Creator’s

3. How do som e view  a d ifferent sk in  color, 
giv in g  rise to what?
4-6. (a) W hat did K ing Jehoshaphat say about 
partiality? (b) How did both M oses and Paul 
confirm  J eh o sh ap h a t’s s ta tem en t?  (c) W h at  
questions m ay som e raise?

God Is Not Partial
“God is not partial, but in every nation 
the man that fears him and works 
righteousness is acceptable to him.”
— ACTS 10:34, 35.

U fN O D  who made the world and all \ J  that is in it, being Lord of both Heaven and earth, does not live in man- 
From one ancestor hemade temples 

has created every race of men to live over 
the face of the whole earth.” (Acts 17: 
24-26, Phillips) Who spoke those words? 
The Christian apostle Paul, during his famous speech on Mars’ Hill, or the Are­opagus, in Athens, Greece.

2 Paul’s statement may well make us think about the wonderful variety that 
exists in creation. Jehovah God created 
humans, animals, birds, insects, and plants of so many different kinds. How 
dull life would be if they were all alike! Their variety helps to make life colorful
1. In an cien t A thens, w hat im portant statem ent  
did Paul m ake concerning race?
2. W hat helps to m ake life colorful and in terest­
ing, and w ith  w hat w as one Japanese v isitor to 
South A frica im pressed? _  ^

The apostle Paul told the 
Athenians that God “created 
every race o f men to live over 
the face o f the whole earth”



view of all mankind by stepping back in 
history. King Jehoshaphat, who ruled Ju­
dah from 936 to 911 B.C.E., made many 
improvements and arranged for the prop­
er functioning of the judicial system based 
on divine law. He gave this fine counsel to 
the judges: “See what you are doing, be­
cause it is not for man that you judge but 
it is for Jehovah . . .  Be careful and act, 
for with Jehovah our God there is no 
unrighteousness or partiality.”—2 Chron­
icles 19:6, 7.

5 Hundreds of years earlier, the prophet 
Moses had told the tribes of Israel: “Jeho­
vah your God . . . treats none with partial­
ity.” (Deuteronomy 10:17) And in his let­
ter to the Romans, Paul admonished: 
“There will be trouble and distress for 
every human being who is an evil-doer, for 
the Jew first and for the Greek also . . . 
For God has no favourites.”—Romans 2: 
9-11, The New English Bible.

6 But some may ask: ‘What about the 
Israelites? Were they not God's chosen 
people? Was he not partial toward them? 
Did not Moses say to all Israel: “It is you 
Jehovah your God has chosen to become 
his people, a special property, out of all the 
peoples”?'—Deuteronomy 7:6.

7 No, God was not partial in using the 
Israelites for a special purpose. In select­
ing a people through whom to produce the 
Messiah, Jehovah chose the descendants 
of the faithful Hebrew patriarchs. But 
when the Jews rejected the Messiah, Jesus 
Christ, and had him put to death, they lost 
God's favor. Today, however, those of any 
race or nation who exercise faith in Jesus 
can enjoy marvelous blessings and have 
the prospect of everlasting life. (John 
3:16; 17:3) Surely, this proves that there
7. (a) W hat resu lted  w hen the Jew s rejected the 
M essiah? (b) Today, who can enjoy m arvelous 
b lessin gs from  God, and how?

is no partiality on God's part. Moreover, 
Jehovah commanded the Israelites to “love 
the alien resident” and “not mistreat 
him,” regardless of his race or nationality. 
(Deuteronomy 10:19; Leviticus 19:33, 34) 
Truly, then, our loving Father in heaven 
is not partial.

8 It is true that the Israelites enjoyed 
special privileges. But they also had a 
heavy responsibility. They were under ob­
ligation to keep Jehovah's laws, and those 
failing to obey them came under a curse. 
(Deuteronomy 27:26) In fact, the Israel­
ites had to be punished repeatedly for 
disobeying God's Law. Hence, Jehovah did 
not treat them with favoritism. Rather, he 
used them to make prophetic patterns and 
to furnish warning examples. Happily, it 
was through Israel that God produced the 
Redeemer, Jesus Christ, for the blessing 
of all mankind.—Galatians 3:14; compare 
Genesis 22:15-18.

Was Jesus Partial?
9 Since there is no partiality with Jeho­

vah, could Jesus be partial? Well, consider 
this: Jesus once said: “I seek, not my own 
will, but the will of him that sent me.” 
(John 5:30) Perfect unity exists between 
Jehovah and his beloved Son, and Jesus 
does his Father's will in every respect. In 
fact, they are so alike in view and purpose 
that Jesus could say: “He that has seen me 
has seen the Father also.” (John 14:9) For 
over 33 years, Jesus had actual experience 
living as a man on earth, and the Bible 
reveals how he treated fellow humans. 
What was his attitude toward other races? Was he prejudiced or partial? Was Jesus 
a racist?
8. (a) W hat proves th at Jehovah did not show  
favoritism  toward Israel? (b) How did Jehovah  
make use of Israel?
9. (a) H ow are J eh ovah  and J e su s  a like?  
(b) W hat questions arise concerning Jesus?
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Because Jesus was not partial, he 
witnessed to the Samaritan woman 
at Jacob’s fountain near Sychar

10 Jesus spent most of his earthly life 
with Jewish people. But one day he was 
approached by a Phoenician woman, a 
Gentile, who begged him to cure her 
daughter. In response Jesus said: “I was 
not sent forth to any but to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel.” Yet, the woman 
pleaded: “Lord, help me!” At that, he add­
ed: “It is not right to take the bread of the 
children and throw it to little dogs.” To the 
Jews, dogs were unclean animals. So by 
alluding to Gentiles as “little dogs,” was 
Jesus showing prejudice? No, for he had 
just mentioned his special commission 
from God to care for The lost sheep of 
Israel.’ Moreover, by likening non-Jews to 
“little dogs,” not wild dogs, Jesus softened 
the comparison. Of course, what he said 
tested the woman. Humbly, though deter­
mined to overcome this objection, she tact­
fully replied: “Yes, Lord; but really the 
little dogs do eat of the crumbs falling 
from the table of their masters.” Im­
pressed with the woman’s faith, Jesus 
healed her daughter immediately.—Mat­
thew 15:22-28.
10. (a) How did Jesu s reply to a Phoenician  
w om an’s request for help? (b) By alluding to 
G entiles as “little  d og s,” was Jesu s show ing prej­
udice? (c) How did the wom an overcome the 
objection, and w ith  what result?

11 Consider, too, Jesus’ encounters with 
certain Samaritans. Deep animosity exist­
ed between Jews and Samaritans. On one 
occasion, Jesus sent messengers to make 
preparations for him in a certain Samari­
tan village. But those Samaritans “did not 
receive him, because his face was set for 
going to Jerusalem.” This upset James 
and John to the point that they wanted to 
call down fire from heaven and annihilate 
them. But Jesus rebuked the two disci­
ples, and all of them went to a different 
village.—Luke 9:51-56.

12 Did Jesus share the feeling of animos­
ity existing between Jews and Samari­
tans? Well, notice what happened on an­
other occasion. Jesus and his disciples 
were on their way from Judea to Galilee 
and had to pass through Samaria. Tired 
out from the journey, Jesus sat down be­
side Jacob’s fountain to rest while his 
disciples went to the city of Sychar to 
buy food. Meanwhile, a Samaritan wom­
an came to draw water. Now, Jesus him­
self had on another occasion classified Sa­
maritans as being “of another race.” (Luke 
17:16-18, The Kingdom Interlinear Trans­
lation of the Greek Scriptures) But he said 
to her: “Give me a drink.” Since Jews had 
no dealings with Samaritans, the sur­
prised woman replied: “How is it that you, 
despite being a Jew, ask me for a drink, 
when I am a Samaritan woman?”—John 
4:1-9.

13 But Jesus ignored the woman’s objec­
tion. Instead, he seized the opportunity to give her a witness, even acknowledging 
that he was the Messiah! (John 4:10-26)
11. As illustrated  by an incid ent involving Je­
sus, what attitu de did Jew s and Sam aritans have 
toward one another?
12. W hy was a certain  Sam aritan wom an sur­
prised at J e su s’ request?
13. (a) How did Jesu s respond to the Sam aritan  
wom an’s objection, and w hat was her reaction?  
(b) W hat was the final result?
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The amazed woman left her water jar at the fountain, ran back to the city, and 
began telling others what had happened. 
Although she had lived an immoral life, 
she revealed her interest in spiritual mat­
ters by saying: “This is not perhaps the 
Christ, is it?” What was the final result? Many of the local people put faith in Jesus 
on account of the fine witness the woman had given. (John 4:27-42) Interestingly, in 
his book A Biblical Perspective on the 
Race Problem, Congregational theologian 
Thomas 0. Figart made this comment: “If 
our Lord thought it important enough to 
supersede an errant racial tradition with 
a gracious gesture, then we should take heed that we are not swallowed up in the 
river of racism today.”

14 Jehovah God’s impartiality allowed 
for people of various races to become Jew­
ish proselytes. Consider also what hap­
pened 19 centuries ago on the desert road between Jerusalem and Gaza. A black man 
in the service of Ethiopia’s queen was 
riding in his chariot while reading the prophecy of Isaiah. This officer was a cir­
cumcised proselyte, for “he had gone to Jerusalem to worship.” Jehovah’s angel appeared to the Jewish evangelizer Philip 
and told him: “Approach and join yourself 
to this chariot.” Did Philip say: “Oh, no! 
He is a man of another race”? Far from it! 
Why, Philip was delighted to accept the Ethiopian’s invitation to get into the char­
iot, sit down with him, and explain Isa­
iah’s prophecy about Jesus Christ! When they approached a body of water, the Ethi­
opian asked: “What prevents me from get­ting baptized?” Since nothing prevented this, Philip happily baptized the Ethiopi­an, and Jehovah accepted that happy man 
as an anointed follower of His impartial 
Son, Jesus Christ. (Acts 8:26-39) But fur-
14. W hat ev id en ce o f Jeh ovah ’s im p artia lity  
m anifested  itse lf  during the m in istry  of Philip  
the evangelizer?

ther evidence of divine impartiality soon 
manifested itself.

A Great Change
15 The death of Christ did not eliminate 

worldly racial prejudice. But by means of 
that sacrificial death, God did change the relationship of Jesus’ Jewish disciples to 
his Gentile followers. The apostle Paul 
indicated this when he wrote to Gentile 
Christians at Ephesus and said: “Keep 
bearing in mind that formerly you were 
people of the nations as to flesh; . . . that 
you were at that particular time without 
Christ, alienated from the state of Isra­
el and strangers to the covenants of the 
promise, and you had no hope and were 
without God in the world. But now in 
union with Christ Jesus you who were 
once far off have come to be near by the 
blood of the Christ. For he is our peace, he 
who made the two parties one and de­
stroyed the wall in between that fenced 
them off.” That “wall,” or symbol of sepa­
ration, was the Law covenant arrange­
ment that acted as a partition between 
Jews and Gentiles. It was abolished on the basis of Christ’s death so that through 
him both Jews and Gentiles could “have 
the approach to the Father by one spirit.” 
—Ephesians 2:11-18.

16 Furthermore, the apostle Peter was 
given “the keys of the kingdom of the 
heavens” so that people of any race could 
learn about God’s purposes, be “born 
again” from holy spirit, and become spiri­
tual heirs with Christ. (Matthew 16:19; 
John 3:1-8) Peter used three symbolic 
keys. The first was for Jews, the second for Samaritans, and the third for Gentiles. 
(Acts 2:14-42; 8:14-17; 10:24-28, 42-48)
15. W hat change took place a fter J e su s’ death , 
and how does Paul explain  th is?
16. (a) W hy w as P eter g iven  the keys o f th e  
Kingdom ? (b) How m any keys w ere there, and 
w hat resulted from  their use?
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Thus the impartial God, Jehovah, opened 
to chosen ones of all races the privilege of 
being Jesus' spiritual brothers and joint 
heirs of the Kingdom.—Romans 8:16, 17; 
1 Peter 2:9, 10.

17 In order to prepare Peter to use the 
third key—for the Gentiles—he was given 
an unusual vision of unclean animals and 
was told: “Rise, Peter, slaughter and eat!” 
The lesson was: “Stop calling defiled the 
things God has cleansed.” (Acts 10:9-16) 
Peter was in great perplexity over the 
meaning of the vision. But soon three men 
arrived to take him to the home of Corne­
lius, a Roman army officer stationed at 
Caesarea. Since that city was the main 
headquarters of Roman troops in Judea, it 
was the natural place for Cornelius to 
have his home. Waiting for Peter in that 
very Gentile setting was Cornelius, along 
with his relatives and intimate friends. 
The apostle reminded them: “You well 
know how unlawful it is for a Jew to join 
himself to or approach a man of another 
race; and yet God has shown me I should 
call no man defiled or unclean. Hence I
17. (a) W hat unusual v ision  was Peter given, 
and why? (b) To w hose hom e did certain men 
conduct Peter, and who were w aitin g  for him  
there? (c) Of w hat did P eter rem ind those Gen­
tiles , and yet w hat had God clearly taught him?

How Would You Respond?
□ W hy would you say that Jehovah 
was not partial in using the 
Israelites?
□ W hat proof is there that Jesus 
Christ was not racially prejudiced or 
partial?

□ How was Peter helped to see that 
“God is not partia l”?
□ Despite the lack of racial harmony 
in th is world, what prophecy 
denoting unity is now being fulfilled?

came, really without objection, when 1 was 
sent for.”—Acts 10:17-29.

18 After Cornelius explained God's direc­
tion of matters, Peter said: “For a certain­
ty I perceive that God is not partial, but in every nation the man that fears him and 
works righteousness is acceptable to him.” 
(Acts 10:30-35) Then, as the apostle pro­ceeded to give a witness concerning Je­
sus Christ, something dramatic happened! 
“While Peter was yet speaking about these 
matters the holy spirit fell upon all those 
hearing the word.” Peter's Jewish com­
panions “were amazed, because the free gift of the holy spirit was being poured out 
also upon people of the nations. For they heard them speaking with tongues and 
magnifying God.” Peter responded: “Can 
anyone forbid water so that these might 
not be baptized who have received the holy spirit even as we have?” Who could object, 
since the holy spirit of the impartial God 
of heaven had been poured out upon those 
believing Gentiles? Therefore, Peter com­
manded that they be “baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ.”—Acts 10:36-48.

“From Every Nation”
19 We now find ourselves in “the last 

days,” and “critical times hard to deal 
with” are a fact of life. Among other 
things, people are lovers of themselves, self-assuming, haughty, without natural 
affection, not open to any agreement, 
without self-control, fierce, headstrong, 
and puffed up with pride. (2 Timothy 3: 
1-5) In such a social climate, it is not surprising that racial animosity and con­flict are increasing worldwide. In many
18. (a) W hat m om entous announcem ent did P e­
ter make to Cornelius and his gu ests?  (b) W hile  
P eter was w itn essin g  concerning Jesu s, w hat 
dram atic event took place? (c) W hat step  was 
then taken in connection w ith  those b elieving  
G entiles?
19. W hy is racial an im osity  increasing, and to 
what extent?
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countries, people of different races or col­
ors despise or even hate one another. This 
has led to actual fighting and even horri­
ble cruelties in some lands. Even in so- 
called enlightened societies, many people 
have difficulty in overcoming racial prej­
udice. And this “disease” seems to be 
spreading into areas where one would 
least expect it, such as islands of the sea 
that were once almost idyllic in their 
peacefulness.

20 Despite the lack of racial harmony 
in various parts of the world, however, 
the impartial God, Jehovah, foretold the 
bringing of honesthearted people of all
20. (a) W h at in sp ired  v is io n  did John see?  
(b) To what ex ten t is th is  prophetic v ision  being  
fulfilled? (c) W hat difficulty do som e still have to 
overcom e fully, and where should they seek a 
solution?

races and nations into remarkable inter­
national unity. By divine inspiration, the 
apostle John saw “a huge number, impos­
sible to count, of people from every nation, 
race, tribe and language; they were stand­
ing in front of the throne and in front of the Lamb,” praising Jehovah. (Revelation 
7:9, The Jerusalem Bible) This prophecy is 
already in course of fulfillment. Today, in 
210 lands over 3,300,000 witnesses of Je­
hovah, of all nations and races, are enjoy­
ing unity and racial harmony. But they 
are still imperfect. Even some of these 
have difficulty in fully overcoming racial 
prejudice, although they may be unaware 
of this. How can this problem be over­
come? We will discuss this matter in the 
next article, based on helpful counsel from 
the inspired Word of the impartial God, 
Jehovah.

Serve Jehovah 
With One Accord

“Then will I turn to the peoples a pure language, that they may 
all call upon the name of Jehovah, to serve him with one

consent.”—ZEPHANIAH 3:9, American Standard Version.

JEHOVAH GOD is doing something to­
day that humans alone could never 
achieve. Some 3,000 languages are spoken 

in this divided world, but God is now 
bringing about the fulfillment of this 
prophecy: “I shall give to peoples the 
change to a pure language, in order for them all to call upon the name of Jehovah,
1, 2. (a) Jehovah is  now b rin ging about the ful­
fillm ent o f w hat prophecy? (b) This prophecy 
raises w hat questions?

in order to serve him shoulder to shoul­
der.”—Zephaniah 3:9.

2 What is this “pure language”? Who 
speak it? And what does it mean to ‘serve God shoulder to shoulder’?

They Speak the “Pure Language”
3 On the day of Pentecost 33 C.E., God’s holy spirit was poured out upon Jesus

3. W hat is the “pure lan g u age,” and w hy are 
those speaking it  not divided?
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Christ’s disciples, empowering them to 
speak in languages they had not learned. 
This enabled them to tell people of many 
tongues “about the magnificent things of God.” Jehovah thus began to bring people 
of all ethnic backgrounds into unity. (Acts 
2:1-21, 37-42) When believing Gentiles 
later became Jesus’ followers, God’s ser­
vants were indeed a multilingual, multi­
racial people. They have never been torn 
apart by worldly barriers, however, be­
cause they all speak the “pure language.” 
This is the mutual language of Scriptural truth foretold at Zephaniah 3:9. (Ephe­
sians 4:25) Those speaking the “pure lan­
guage” are not divided but “speak in 
agreement,” being “fitly united in the 
same mind and in the same line of 
thought.”—1 Corinthians 1:10.

4 The “pure language” was to enable 
people of all nations and races to serve 
Jehovah “shoulder to shoulder,” literally, 
‘with one shoulder.’ They would serve God 
“with one consent” (The New English Bi­
ble); “with one accord” (The New Ameri­
can Bible); or “with one unanimous 
consent and one united shoulder.” (The 
Amplified Bible) Another version reads: 
“Then I will turn the lips of all the peoples 
clean, that they may all call on Jeho­
vah’s name and cooperate in his service.” 
(Byington) Such multilingual and multi­
racial cooperation in God’s service is 
found only among Jehovah’s Witnesses.

5 Since all of Jehovah’s Witnesses speak 
the “pure language” of Scriptural truth, they are able to put any human language to the most exalted use—praising God and declaring the good news of the Kingdom. 
(Mark 13:10; Titus 2:7, 8; Hebrews 13:15) How splendid that the “pure language”
4. How did Zephaniah 3:9 point to m ultilingual 
and m ultiracial cooperation, and where is it  
found today?
5. To w hat use are Jehovah’s W itn esses able to 
put any hum an language?

thus enables people of all ethnic groups to 
serve Jehovah with one accord!

6 When Peter was witnessing to Corne­
lius and other Gentiles, he said: “I per­
ceive to a certainty that God is not partial, 
but in every nation he who fears him and 
practices righteousness is acceptable to 
him.” (Acts 10:34, 35, By) According to 
other versions, Jehovah “is not a Respect­
er of persons,” “does not discriminate be­
tween people,” and “does not show favor­
itism.” (The Emphatic Diaglott; Phillips; 
New International Version) As Jehovah’s 
servants, we should view people of all eth­
nic groups as he does. But what if a degree 
of partiality lingers in the heart of a cer­
tain Christian? Then it will be helpful to 
note how our impartial God deals with his 
servants of every nation, tribe, people, 
and tongue.—See also Awake! of Novem­
ber 8, 1984, pages 3-11.

They Are Desirable
7 If you are a baptized witness of Jeho­

vah, most likely at one time you were 
‘sighing and groaning over the detestable 
things’ taking place in this wicked system. 
(Ezekiel 9:4) You were ‘dead in your sins,’ 
but God mercifully drew you to himself 
through Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 2:1-5; 
John 6:44) In these respects, you did not 
differ from others who are now your fel­
low believers. They too were distressed by 
wickedness, were ‘dead in their sins,’ and 
became recipients of God’s mercy through 
Jesus Christ. And regardless of our race 
or nationality, it is only by faith that any 
of us now have a standing with Jehovah 
God as his witnesses.—Romans 11:20.
6. How does Jehovah view  people, but w hat w ill 
be helpful if  a degree of partia lity  lin gers in  the  
heart of a certain  Christian?
7. As regards a relationship w ith  God, how does 
one Christian not differ from another of any  
nation or race?
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8 The prophetic words of Haggai 2:7 help 
us to see how we should view fellow believ­
ers of different nationalities. There Jeho­vah declared: “I will rock all the nations, 
and the desirable things of all the nations 
must come in; and I will fill this house 
with glory.” This foretold exaltation of 
pure religion is taking place at God’s true 
temple, the realm of his worship. (John 4: 
23, 24) But what are “the desirable things 
of all the nations”? They are the thou­
sands of lovers of righteousness who react 
favorably to the Kingdom-preaching work. 
From all nations and races, they are 
streaming to ‘the mountain of Jehovah’s 
house,’ becoming his baptized witness­
es and part of the international “great 
crowd.” (Isaiah 2:2-4; Revelation 7:9) 
Those praising Jehovah as part of his 
earthly organization are clean, moral, god­
ly persons—most desirable indeed. Surely, 
then, every true Christian should want to 
show brotherly love to all these desirable 
ones acceptable to our mutual Father in 
heaven.

Their Personality Is New
9 Our spiritual brothers and sisters 

around the earth are also desirable be­
cause they have heeded the counsel to ‘strip off the old personality with its prac­
tices and clothe themselves with the new 
personality.’ “Through accurate knowl­
edge [it] is being made new according 
to the image of the One who created it, 
where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcision nor uncircumcision, foreign­
er, Scythian, slave, freeman, but Christ is all things and in all.” (Colossians 3:9-11) If an individual formerly did not think well of a Jew, a Greek, or others foreign 
to him, things should be different now
8. How is H aggai 2:7 now bein g fulfilled?
9. Even if  we in  the past did not th ink  well of 
foreigners, w hy should th in gs  be different now  
th at we are C hristians?



that he is a Christian. Regardless of race, nationality, or culture, those possessing 
“the new personality” cultivate and dem­
onstrate the fruitage of God’s holy spirit 
—love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kind­
ness, goodness, faith, mildness, and self- 
control. (Galatians 5:22, 23) This endears 
them to fellow worshipers of Jehovah.

10 Unlike Jehovah’s servants, some worldly persons make disparaging re­
marks about people of ethnic backgrounds 
other than their own. Why, concerning his 
own people, a Cretan prophet once said: 
“Cretans are always liars, injurious wild 
beasts, unemployed gluttons”! The apostle 
Paul was reminded of those words when it 
became necessary to silence false teachers 
among Christians on the island of Crete. 
But Paul certainly was not saying: ‘All 
Cretan Christians lie and are injurious, 
lazy, and gluttonous.’ (Titus 1:5-12) No, 
for Christians do not speak disparagingly 
of others. Moreover, the majority of those 
Cretan Christians had put on “the new 
personality,” and some were spiritually 
qualified for appointment as elders. This 
merits serious thought if we are ever tempted to make sweeping unfavorable re­
marks about our spiritual brothers and 
sisters of a particular race or nationality.

Consider Others Superior
11 On the other hand, if a Christian was 

partial to one race or nationality, he would 
probably betray this by words or actions. 
In turn, this could cause injured feelings, especially in a congregation made up of 
people of various ethnic backgrounds. Surely, no Christian would want to place 
such a strain on the unity of God’s people. 
(Psalm 133:1-3) So if any partiality exists
10. If we are tem pted to make sw eeping un­
favorable rem arks about fellow  believers of any 
race or nation, how can T itus 1:5-12 help us?
11. If p artia lity  of any kind ex ists  in a Chris­
t ia n ’s heart, w hat can he do?

in a Christian’s heart, he can well pray: “Search through me, 0  God, and know my 
heart. Examine me, and know my disqui­
eting thoughts, and see whether there is 
in me any painful way, and lead me in 
the way of time indefinite.”—Psalm 139: 
23, 24.

12 It is good to take the realistic view 
that all of us are imperfect humans who 
could have no standing with God at all 
were it not for the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ. (1 John l:8-2:2) What, then, 
makes us differ from others? Since we 
have nothing that we did not receive, why 
should we boast in ourselves or in oth­
ers of our ethnic background?—Compare 
1 Corinthians 4:6, 7.

13 We can contribute to the unity of the 
congregation if we acknowledge and show
12. W hy should we not boast in ourselves or in  
others of our ethnic background?
13. How can we contribute to the u n ity  of the  
congregation, and w hat can be learned from  
Philippians 2:1-11?

Listen carefully and be observant. You will be 
moved by the love and faith evident in the 
words and deeds of other witnesses of Jehovah
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appreciation for the good qualities of oth­
ers. The Jewish apostle Paul gave all of us 
food for thought when he told the Gentile 
Philippians: “Make my joy full in that you 
are of the same mind and have the same 
love, being joined together in soul, holding 
the one thought in mind, doing nothing 
out of contentiousness or out of egotism, 
but with lowliness of mind considering 
that the others are superior to you.” The 
proper attitude for us to display toward fellow humans of any race or nationality 
was exemplified in Jesus Christ. Though 
he was a mighty spirit creature, he “came 
to be in the likeness of men” and humbled 
himself to the point of death on a torture 
stake for sinful humans of every race and nation. (Philippians 2:1-11) As Jesus’ fol­
lowers, then, should we not be loving, 
humble, and compassionate, acknowledg­
ing that others are superior to us?

Listen and Observe
14 We may be helped to consider others 

as superior to us if we really listen when 
they speak and carefully observe their 
conduct. For example, we may honestly 
have to admit to ourselves that a fellow 
elder—perhaps of another race—has sur­
passed us in ability to give effective coun­
sel in the Theocratic Ministry School. We 
may discern that it is his spirituality, not 
necessarily his diction or way of speaking, 
that enables him to get good results in 
helping fellow believers to become compe­
tent Kingdom proclaimers. And it is ob­
vious that Jehovah is blessing his efforts.

15 When we converse with our brothers and sisters or listen to their comments at meetings, we may perceive that some of them have a better grasp of certain Scrip­
tural truths than we do. We may discern
14. How m ay we be helped to consider others as 
superior to us?
15. W hat m ay we note w hen we listen  to the  
sta tem en ts of fellow  worshipers?

that their brotherly love appears stronger, 
they seem to have more faith, or they give 
evidence of greater trust in Jehovah. So 
whether they are of our ethnic background 
or not, they incite us to love and fine 
works, help to strengthen our faith, and 
motivate us to trust more fully in our 
heavenly Father. (Proverbs 3:5, 6; He­
brews 10:24, 25, 39) Jehovah has obvious­
ly drawn close to them, and so should we. 
—Compare James 4:8.

Blessed and Sustained
16 Jehovah is not partial in blessing his 

servants of any nationality or race. For 
instance, consider the country of Brazil. 
It was not from foreign missionaries but 
from the lips of eight Brazilian sailors 
that people in Brazil first heard the King­
dom message in about the year 1920. 
God’s blessing has been evident, for by the 
1987 service year, there was a peak of 
216,216 Kingdom proclaimers in that land 
of 141,302,000 inhabitants—a ratio of one 
publisher to 654.

17 Consider another example of divine 
blessing. In April 1923 two black witness­
es of Jehovah from the Caribbean island of 
Trinidad were sent to declare the King­
dom message in West Africa. So it was 
that Brother and Sister W. R. Brown 
served there for years, he becoming 
known as “Bible Brown.” They “planted” 
and “God kept making it grow” as others 
also worked in that vast area. (1 Corinthi­
ans 3:5-9) Today, Kingdom proclaimers 
number over 32,600 in Ghana and more 
than 133,800 in Nigeria alone.

18 Jehovah not only blesses his servants 
of all nations and races but also sustains
16, 17. Illustrate the fact th at Jehovah is not 
partial in b lessin g  h is servan ts of any n ation a li­
ty  or race.
18, 19. Give exam ples of how our im partia l God 
su sta in s h is servan ts of all races and nations.
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them. For instance, consider the case of 
two Japanese witnesses of Jehovah. On 
June 21, 1939, Katsuo Miura and his wife 
were unjustly arrested, jailed, and sepa­
rated from their five-year-old boy, who 
had to be cared for by his grandmother. 
Sister Miura was released after eight 
months, but Brother Miura was detained 
for more than two years before he was 
brought to trial. He suffered mistreat­
ment, was found guilty, and received a 
five-year sentence. In prison in Hiroshi­
ma, God sustained him by means of the 
Scriptures, which provided unfailing com­
fort and strength. By a seeming miracle, 
Brother Miura survived on August 6, 
1945, when the atom bomb blast demol­
ished his prison. Two months later, he was 
able to rejoin his wife and son in the north 
of Japan.

19 During World War II, intense perse­
cution was experienced by Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses in many lands. For instance, Rob­
ert A. Winkler was one German brother 
who suffered in Nazi concentration camps 
in Germany and the Netherlands. Because 
he would not betray his fellow Witnesses, 
he was so brutally beaten that he could 
not be recognized. But he wrote: “The 
thoughts of Jehovah’s promises to help 
one in all kinds of trouble gave me the 
comfort and strength to endure all this. 
. . . Saturday I had been beaten by the 
Gestapo, and on the following Monday I 
was to be interrogated by them again. 
What would happen now and what was I to do? I turned to Jehovah in prayer, 
trusting in his promises. I knew this 
meant the use of theocratic war strategy 
for the sake of the Kingdom work and the 
protection of my Christian brothers. It 
was a great trial for me to endure and the 
seventeenth day I was completely worn 
out, but I thanked Jehovah that in his 
strength I was able to endure this trial

and keep my integrity.”—Psalm 18:35; 
55:22; 94:18.

Grateful for Our Brotherhood
20 Unquestionably, Jehovah blesses and 

sustains his witnesses of every nation and 
race. He is not partial, and as his dedicat­
ed servants, we have no excuse or reason 
to show partiality. Moreover, our respect 
for our brothers and sisters of every race 
and nation will increase if we consider 
ways in which they are superior to us. 
They too apply heavenly wisdom, which 
does not make partial distinctions but 
yields excellent fruitage. (James 3:13-18) Yes, and their kindness, generosity, love, 
and other godly qualities provide us with 
fine examples.

21 How thankful we should be, then, for 
our multiracial, multinational brother­
hood! With the help and blessing of our 
heavenly Father, let us “serve him shoul­
der to shoulder” in brotherly love and with 
mutual respect. Indeed, it should be our 
earnest desire and firm intention to serve 
Jehovah with one accord.
20. How can our respect for fellow  believers of 
every race and nation  be increased?
21. W hat should we be determ ined to  do?

What Are Your Comments?
□ W hat does the “pure language” 
enable Jehovah’s servants of all 
ethnic backgrounds to do?

□ How is Haggai 2:7 being fulfilled 
today, and how should th is a ffect 
our view of o ther servants of God?

□ How can Philippians 2:3 affect 
our relationship with people of every 
race and nation?
□ If we listen and observe, w hat will 
we discern about fellow believers of 
other national backgrounds?
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Has Anyone Seen God?
THE renowned patriarch Abraham, who 

lived more than 1,900 years before 
the birth of Jesus Christ, was so warmly viewed by our Creator that he was called 

“God’s friend.” (James 2:23, Byington) If 
anyone would be given the privilege of 
seeing God, surely Abraham would be that 
person. Well, on a certain occasion, three 
visitors came to him with a divine mes­sage. Abraham addressed one of them as Jehovah. Does this mean that Abraham 
actually saw God?

This account is found at Genesis 18:1-3. 
There we read: “Jehovah appeared to him 
among the big trees of Mamre, while he 
was sitting at the entrance of the tent 
about the heat of the day. When he raised 
his eyes, then he looked and there three 
men were standing some distance from 
him. When he caught sight of them he began running to meet them from the 
entrance of the tent and proceeded to bow 
down to the earth. Then he said: ‘Jehovah, 
if, now, I have found favor in your eyes, 
please do not pass by your servant.’” 

Later, when Abraham and his three vis­itors were viewing Sodom from an elevat­
ed location, two left to visit the city. Verse 
22 then says: “But as for Jehovah, he was still standing before Abraham.” It would 
appear from this that God was present 
with Abraham in a materialized fleshly 
body. This is what some persons contend who believe that God and Jesus Christ are 
one and the same person.Regarding Genesis 18:3, Bible scholar Melancthon W. Jacobus wrote: “Here God appears for the first time on record as man among men, to show the reality of His Being, and of His affinity with men, and 
by this typical act to assure the patriarch

of the Divine communion and fellowship.” 
Those having this point of view could con­
clude that Abraham actually saw Jehovah with his physical eyes and that persons who saw Jesus Christ also saw God. But is this conclusion in harmony with the Bible?

What Jesus Said
Instead of announcing that he was God 

in the flesh, Jesus Christ said: “I am God’s 
Son.” (John 10:36) As Jehovah God’s per­
fect Representative, Jesus also said: “I 
cannot do a single thing of my own initia­
tive; just as I hear, I judge; and the judg­
ment that I render is righteous, because I 
seek, not my own will, but the will of him 
that sent me.” (John 5:30) When Jesus 
was on the torture stake, he prayed to the 
great Creator in the heavens, addressing 
him as “My God, my God.” (Matthew 27: 
46) After his resurrection, Jesus told Mary Magdalene: “I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father and to my God 
and your God.” (John 20:1, 17) Since Je­
sus Christ was not God incarnate, no one 
who saw Jesus could say that he had thus seen God.

John, the apostle whom Jesus especially 
loved, confirmed the fact that the apostles were not seeing God when they looked at 
Jesus. Under inspiration John said: “No 
man has seen God at any time.” (John 
1:18) Whom, then, did Abraham see? The experience of Moses helps us to find the answer.

How Moses Saw God
Moses once expressed the desire to see God. At Exodus 33:18-20, we read: “‘Cause me [Moses] to see, please, your glory.’ But he [God] said: ‘I myself shall cause all my
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goodness to pass before your face, and I will declare the name of Jehovah before you; and I will favor the one whom I may 
favor, and I will show mercy to the one to 
whom I may show mercy/ And he added: 
‘You are not able to see my face, because no man may see me and yet live/”

What God permitted Moses to see was 
His passing glory. Verses 21-23 state: 
“And Jehovah said further: ‘Here is a 
place with me, and you must station your­
self upon the rock. And it has to occur that while my glory is passing by I must place 
you in a hole in the rock, and I must put 
my palm over you as a screen until I have 
passed by. After that I must take my palm 
away, and you will indeed see my back. 
But my face may not be seen /”

In harmony with what Jehovah told Mo­
ses and what the apostle John said, Moses 
saw no materialization or material form of 
God. All that Moses saw was the afterglow 
of the divine presence passing by. Even then he had to be divinely protected. Ob­
viously, it was not God himself that Moses 
saw.

When Moses spoke to God “face to 
face,” as stated at Exodus 33:11, he was 
not in visual contact with Jehovah. This 
expression indicates the manner in which 
Moses communicated with God, not what he saw. Speaking with God “face to face” 
indicates a two-way conversation. Simi­
larly, an individual can carry on a two- 
way conversation by telephone without 
seeing the other person.

When Moses talked with God and re­ceived instructions from him, the commu­nication was not through visions, as was 
often the case with other prophets. This is 
noted at Numbers 12:6-8, where we read: “He went on to say: ‘Hear my words, 
please. If there came to be a prophet of yours for Jehovah, it would be in a vision I would make myself known to him. In a 
dream I would speak to him. Not so my

servant Moses! He is being entrusted with all my house. Mouth to mouth I speak to 
him, thus showing him, and not by rid­
dles; and the appearance of Jehovah is 
what he beholds/” In what sense did Mo­
ses behold “the appearance of Jehovah”?

Moses beheld “the appearance of Jeho­vah” when he, Aaron, and certain other 
men were on Mount Sinai. At Exodus 24: 
10, it is written: “They got to see the God 
of Israel. And under his feet there was 
what seemed like a work of sapphire flag­
stones and like the very heavens for puri­ty.” But how did Moses and the other men 
get to “see the God of Israel,” since God 
had told him, “No man may see me and yet 
live”? Verse 11 explains, for it says: “He 
did not put out his hand against the dis­
tinguished men of the sons of Israel, but 
they got a vision of the true God and ate 
and drank.” So the appearance of God that 
Moses and the others saw was by means 
of a vision.

Angelic Representatives
It has not been necessary for the great 

Creator of the universe to come down from 
his lofty place in the heavens in order to 
deliver messages to certain humans. Aside 
from the three recorded instances when 
God’s own voice was heard while his Son 
was on the earth, Jehovah has always used 
angels to transmit His messages. (Mat­
thew 3:17; 17:5; John 12:28) Even the 
Law that God gave to the nation of Israel 
at Mount Sinai was transmitted by an­gels, although Moses was represented as 
talking directly with God himself. Regard­
ing this, the apostle Paul wrote: “Why, 
then, the Law? It was added to make 
transgressions manifest, until the seed should arrive to whom the promise had 
been made; and it was transm itted  through angels by the hand of a media­
tor.”—Galatians 3:19.

That Moses actually spoke with an an-
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gel who was personally representing God 
is also indicated at Acts 7:38, which 
states: “This is he that came to be among 
the congregation in the wilderness with 
the angel that spoke to him on Mount 
Sinai and with our forefathers.” That an­
gel was the personal spokesman for Jeho­
vah God, the Creator, and so he spoke to 
Moses as if God himself were speaking.

The angel who delivered God’s message 
to Moses at the burning thornbush was 
also a spokesman. He is identified as Je­
hovah’s angel at Exodus 3:2, where we are 
told: “Jehovah’s angel appeared to him in 
a flame of fire in the midst of a thorn- 
bush.” Verse 4 says: “When Jehovah saw 
that he turned aside to inspect, God at 
once called to him out of the midst of 
the thornbush.” In verse 6, this angelic 
spokesman for God said: “I am the God of 
your father, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” So when 
speaking with this personal representa­
tive of God, Moses spoke as if he were 
speaking to Jehovah himself.—Exodus 
4:10.

In the 6th chapter of Judges, we find 
another example of a man speaking to God 
through an angelic representative. Verse 
11 identifies the message bearer as “Jeho­
vah’s angel.” There we read: “Later Jeho­
vah’s angel came and sat under the big 
tree that was in Ophrah, which belonged 
to Joash the Abiezrite, while Gideon his 
son was beating out wheat in the wine­
press so as to get it quickly out of the 
sight of Midian.” This messenger, “Jeho­
vah’s angel,” is thereafter represented as 
if he were Jehovah God himself. In verses 
14 and 15, we read: “Upon that Jehovah 
faced [Gideon] and said: ‘Go in this power 
of yours, and you will certainly save Israel 
out of Midian’s palm. Do I not send you?’ 
In turn he said to him: ‘Excuse me, Jeho­
vah. With what shall I save Israel?’” So

the materialized angel seen by Gideon and 
with whom he spoke is represented in the 
Biblical account as if he were God himself. 
In verse 22, Gideon says: “I have seen Jehovah’s angel face to face!” The an­
gel spoke precisely what God told him 
to speak. Therefore, Gideon spoke with 
God through this angelic spokesman.

Consider, too, the case of Manoah and 
his wife, the parents of Samson. This ac­
count also speaks of the angelic messenger 
as “Jehovah’s angel” and “the angel of the 
true God.” (Judges 13:2-18) In verse 22, Manoah says to his wife: “We shall posi­
tively die, because it is God that we have seen.” Although he did not actually see 
Jehovah God, Manoah felt that way be­
cause he had seen the materialized person­
al spokesman for God.

“No Man Has Seen God”
Now it is possible to understand why 

Abraham addressed the materialized an­
gelic spokesman of God as if he were talk­
ing to Jehovah God himself. Since this 
angel spoke precisely what God wanted to 
have said to Abraham and was there per­
sonally representing Him, the Biblical rec­
ord could say that “Jehovah appeared to 
him.”—Genesis 18:1.

Remember that an angelic spokesman 
for God could transmit His messages just 
as precisely as a telephone or a radio can 
transmit our words to another person. 
Hence, it can be understood how Abra­
ham, Moses, Manoah, and others could 
speak with a materialized angel as if they 
were talking to God. While such individu­
als were able to see these angels and the glory of Jehovah reflected by them, they were not able to see God. Therefore, this 
in no way contradicts the apostle John’s 
statement: “No man has seen God at any 
time.” (John 1:18) What these men saw 
were angelic representatives and not God 
himself.
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The Last of the Great World Powers
When the Bible book of Revelation was written, almost 
1,900 years ago, it said that five “kings,” or world 
powers, had already come and gone. These were 
Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece.
The sixth, Rome, still ‘was,’ but the seventh had not yet 
arrived. (Revelation 17:10) What was that seventh 
world power? How did it come into existence? And 
what will follow it? The answers to these important 
questions are the subject of this article.

THE major outline of world history over the past 2,500 years was given in advance in the most widely circulated book that the world has ever known. Yet, relatively few people who have a copy of that book, the Bible, have any idea of the amazing information it contains.
For example, more than 500 years before the birth of Jesus Christ, the prophet Daniel recorded a divine­ly inspired vision in which the great world powers since his time were represented by powerful beasts. Each beast had the characteristics of the world power it represented. The mighty Roman Empire was de­scribed as a huge beast “fearsome and terrible and unusually strong.” Daniel said that “it was some­thing different from all the other beasts that were prior to it, and it had ten horns.”—Daniel 7:2-7.

The ‘Small Horn’
In time, the Roman Empire grew to cover an area that stretched from the British Isles down across much of Europe, all the way around the Mediter­ranean and beyond Babylon to the Persian Gulf. This mighty empire finally broke up into many nations —into the “ten horns” that Daniel saw.* Then Daniel saw that “another horn, a small one, came up in among them, and there were three of the first horns
* The horn, a formidable weapon, is often used in the Bible to 

represent rulers and ruling dynasties.—Deuteronomy 33:17; Zech- 
ariah 1:18-21; Revelation 17:3, 12.
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that were plucked up from before it.” (Daniel 7:8) What did this mean?Daniel was told: “As for the ten horns, out of that [Roman] kingdom 
there are ten kings that will rise 
up; and still another one [the ‘small horn’] will rise up after them, and he himself will be different from the 
first ones, and three kings he will humiliate.” (Daniel 7:24) Who was the ‘small horn/ and who were the three kings he humiliated?An island up in the northwestern corner of the Roman Empire had 
long remained on the fringe of world affairs. As one historian explained: “In the sixteenth century, England had been a second-rate power. Its 
wealth was slight compared with that of the Netherlands. Its popula­tion was much less than that of France. Its armed forces (including its navy) were inferior to Spain’s.” However, England developed a na­
val fleet of some importance, and its 
pirates and privateers began raid­ing Spain’s colonies and her heavily laden treasure ships.

The Three Horns
In 1588 Phillip II of Spain 

launched the Spanish Armada against his English tormentors. This fleet of 130 ships carrying more than 24,000 men sailed slowly up the 
English Channel, only to fall victim to contrary winds and fierce Atlan­tic storms. In Modern Europe 
to 1870, historian Carlton Hayes writes that this event “marked the decisive passing of naval superiority from Spain to England.”In the 17th century, the Dutch 
developed by far the largest mer­chant marine in the world. Their ships dominated the seas, and they lent their profits to governments far



and wide. But with her growing overseas colonies, England prevailed here too.Then, in the 18th century, the British and 
the French fought in such widely separated places as North America and India, leading to the Treaty of Paris in 1763. Concerning it, William B. Willcox wrote in his book Star of 
Empire—A Study of Britain as a World 
Power that although the treaty appeared to 
be a compromise, “actually it recognized Britain’s new position as the predominant European power in the world beyond Eu­
rope.”Other historians agree, saying: “From two 
centuries of warfare with Spaniards, Dutch, and French, Great Britain emerged in 1763 
as the foremost commercial and colonial power in the world.” (Modern Europe to 
1870) “In 1763 the British Empire bestrode the world like some revived and enlarged Rome.” “She emerged from the midcentury 
wars the greatest empire and the strongest —and the most thoroughly hated—power in 
the world.” (Navy and Empire, by James L. Stokesbury) Yes, this ‘small horn’ had 
grown to become the seventh world power of 
Bible history.Britons pressed up the Nile and across the Zambezi River. They moved into Upper Bur­ma, North Borneo, and islands of the Pacific. Moreover, they colonized Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand, and the east coast of North America. “The Roman Empire was self- contained,” writes James Morris in Pax Bri- 
tannica. “The British empire was broadcast across the earth.” It became the largest empire in the history of mankind, encom­passing nearly a quarter of the earth’s land surface and more than a quarter of its popu­lation. It was said that the sun never set on its domain.

A Dual Power
In the book of Revelation, this seventh world power had also been described as hav­ing “two horns like a lamb.” (Revelation 13:11) Why two horns? Because the British

Empire and the new American nation, joined 
by common language, principles, and poli­cies, were soon working together. They be­came, in many respects, a dual English- speaking world power.William B. Willcox points out in Star of 
Empire that in the 19th century the United States was “insulated from Europe by the 
British fleet.” He adds: “For a century the 
United States was free to grow into a great power without ever possessing, except in her civil war, the army or navy by which every other great power was known.” America 
“had been able to afford isolation because the 
Royal Navy had been her buffer against 
European powers.” Later, the United States 
also became a great military power.An outstanding example of the combined activity of Britain and America occurred on June 6, 1944, when the tide of World War II changed in northern Europe. On that day, 156,000 British, American, and other Allied 
troops invaded the continent of Europe. This combined force was under the supreme com­mand of a U.S. general and the operational 
command of a British field marshal—Eisen­hower and Montgomery respectively. Fur­thermore, the atom bombs that ended the war with Japan resulted from a joint effort by British and American scientists.As the Los Angeles Times of May 5, 1986, pointed out, even in peacetime, Brit­ain and America have collaborated “in such 
sensitive areas as intelligence and nuclear 
technology.” Later joined by Canada, Aus­tralia, and New Zealand, they have “divided the globe into areas of responsibility for intelligence-gathering and agreed to share even the most secret information.” This newspaper said that while the relationship “has not always been a smooth one,” it has been “more notable for its closeness than its 
irritations.”Most of Britain’s colonies have gained independence and joined the Commonwealth of Nations. While the empire may be gone, the Anglo-American World Power remains.
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The Allied invasion of Europe on June 6, 1944, was an 
outstanding example of Anglo-American cooperation

But it will exist for only “a short while,” when compared with the many centuries that the preceding Roman power held sway. —Revelation 17:10.
New Worldwide Rulership

Daniel’s prophecy concerning the great world powers has proved true through 
2,500 years of world government—from before 500 B.C.E. down through the sev­
enth world power in our day. Thus, we can 
have confidence in the rest of that proph­ecy. The astounding fact is that it de­scribes no more human world powers! Rev­
elation too indicated that there would be only seven.* Then, what will happen next?Chapter 7 of Daniel, which tells about these world powers, goes on to describe something even more astonishing—a ma­
jor change in the way the earth is ruled! Failing human ruler ships are to end and 
be replaced by a righteous heavenly one.

* Revelation 17:11 mentions a “wild beast” that is “an 
eighth king, but springs from the seven.” This eighth 
power that would exist during the lifetime of the seventh 
will be discussed in a later article.

Daniel’s vision permitted him 
to see the magnificent heavenly 
throne of “the Ancient of Days,” Jehovah God. Brought before 
this One was “someone like a son of man”—the resurrected Jesus 
Christ.* Daniel relates: “To him there were given rulership and dignity and kingdom, that the 
peoples, national groups and languages should all serve even 
him. His rulership is an indef­
initely lasting rulership that will 
not pass away, and his kingdom [unlike failing human king­
doms] one th a t will not be brought to ruin.”—Daniel 7:9, 
10, 13, 14.An earlier prophecy given to Daniel concerning the same world powers had said: “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a 

kingdom that will never be brought to ruin. 
. . .  It will crush and put an end to all these 
[human] kingdoms, and it itself will stand to 
times indefinite . . . And the dream is reli­
able, and the interpretation of it is trustwor­
thy.”—Daniel 2:44, 45.

This Kingdom government by God is the 
same one for which Jesus taught us to pray. 
He said: “You must pray, then, this way: 
‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be 
sanctified. Let your kingdom come. Let your 
will take place, as in heaven, also upon 
earth.’”—Matthew 6:9, 10.

How happy earth’s inhabitants will be 
under that government! It will be a change from human exploitation to divine justice, 
from man’s imperfect way of doing things to 
God’s supreme standards. What the Bible 
says about the operation of the Kingdom will 
be the subject of a future article in this 
series.

* The expression “Son of man” is found nearly 80 times 
in the Gospel accounts, and in every case it refers to Jesus 
Christ.—See Matthew 26:63, 64.
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In s ig h t o n  th e  N e w s
Clowns for Christ?
“Gospel Clowns on the Road” 

was the headline that appeared 
in the Church Times, a Church of 
England newspaper. It was her­
alding the annual v is it of the 
Church Army Roadshow to se­
lected seaside resorts in England 
and Wales. Founded just over a 
hundred years ago as a wing 
of the Church of England, the 
Church Army was to evangelize 
“among the outcasts and crim i­
nals of the Westminster slums.”

Today, Church Army leaders 
are still concerned that “evange­
lism should be given its rightful 
place.” Their Roadshow aims to 
present the gospel in a “humor­
ous way to people who have little 
previous experience of God, and 
who wouldn’t dream of coming 
to an event held in a church or 
church hall.” The costumed “Gos­
pel C lowns” in the roadshow 
hope that “their dedicated fooling 
about will at least make passers- 
by stop and listen for a while,” 
notes the Church Times.

However, while their clown a t­
tire, buffoonery, and free balloons 
attracted many children, adults 
were left wondering what this ap­
proach had to do with the evan­
gelism initiated by Jesus Christ.

True, the apostle Paul wrote: 
“We have become a theatrical 
spectacle to the world . . .  We are 
fools because of Christ.” (1 Co­
rinthians 4:9, 10) But what did he 
have in mind? Clowning or “fool­
ing about” to attract passers-by? 
No. Paul was illustrating how the 
world considers Christians to be 
fools, “exposed to public ridicule 
and shame,” as The New Interna­
tional Dictionary of New Testa­
ment Theology puts it, on ac­
count of their faith and teachings.

In contrast with the Church Ar­

my’s “Gospel C lowns,” Jesus 
taught the crowds “as a person 
having authority.” His m inistry 
was straightforward and without 
gimmickry. As he explained, “Just 
as the Father taught me I speak 
these things.” What was the re­
sult? “ Many put fa ith in him.” 
— Matthew 7:29; John 8:28, 30.

“Burden of 
Conscience”

Eugene Stockwell, director of 
the Commission on World Mis­
sion and Evangelism of the World 
Council of Churches, recently ad­
mitted to the hypocritical role the 
clergy and churches of Christen­
dom have played during both 
world wars. “ It is a heavy burden 
of conscience for Christians that 
the two major world wars of this 
century were unleashed among 
nations that have long traditions 
of Christianity in their midst and 
whose military assaults were o f­
ten blessed by leaders of Chris­
tian churches,” he told an ec­
umenical gathering in Warsaw, 
Poland.

S tockwell added: “God was 
passionately declared to be on 
one side of the conflict or the oth­
er___All too easily we Christians
put our faith at the service of our 
violence.” He said that World 
War II was “a massive evidence of 
our failure as ‘Christian nations’ to 
live out our faith, a faith so fre­
quently expressed in words and 
so evidently denied in action.”

But has this “heavy burden 
of conscience” helped so-called 
Christians and their clergy to 
learn a lesson? According to the 
Ecumenical Press Service, Direc­
tor Stockwell conceded: “We talk 
of loving our enemies, and we kill 
them. We talk of turning the other 
cheek, and we arm ourselves to

the teeth. We talk of peace that 
passes understanding, and we 
engage in war that surpasses any 
understanding. We talk of faith in 
God and we place our true faith in 
weapons of destruction.”

Christendom’s war-supporting 
clergy and their followers clearly 
resemble “profitless ta lkers” in 
the days of the apostle Paul. Con­
cerning them, he said: “They pub­
licly declare they know God, but 
they disown him by their works.” 
— Titus 1:10, 16.

“Offensive” Stamp
On November 19, 1987, the 

South African Postal Administra­
tion planned to issue four com­
memorative stamps on the Bible. 
One of the stamps contained the 
expressions “The Word of God” in 
Greek and “The Word of Jeho­
vah” in Hebrew. There was a total 
printing of 1,750,000 copies of 
this stamp.

However, shortly  before the 
date of release, post offices re­
ceived a telegram instructing 
them to return their supply of this 
stamp. The reason? “Because it 
was found to be offensive by the 
orthodox Jewish community,” re­
ported The Star, a Johannesburg 
newspaper. It added: “Rabbi Da­
vid Hazdan of Johannesburg said 
the name of God printed in full as 
it was printed on the stamp was 
usually reserved for special reli­
gious occasions only.”

It is due to similar Jewish tra ­
dition that many modern Bible 
translators have avoided using 
the name Jehovah and have re­
placed it with mere titles, such as 
“Lord” or “God.” No wonder Je­
sus said to religious leaders of his 
day: “You have made the word of 
God invalid because of your tra­
dition” !— Matthew 15:6.
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THE twin-engined plane circled over the 
tiny landing strip along the beach. The 

pilot announced that the runway was flood­
ed and it would not be safe to land. But 
making another approach, he decided to 
bring the plane down. As the plane hit the 
ground, it bounced along on the gravel 
strip, sending a spray of water high into 
the air. When it finally came to a stop, 
we breathed a sigh of relief. Our anxi­
ety turned into joy when we spotted our 
friends waiting for us.

They had come from the island of Ustu- 
pu, about a mile off the coast. It is one of 
the San Bias Islands, a chain of some 350 
islets dotting the northeastern coastline of 
Panama as far as the Colombian border. 
These islands are inhabited by about 50,- 
000 native Indians of the Kuna tribe. We 
had come with a mission.

An Audience With the S a h i l a s

San Bias is a comarca, or territorial di­
vision, of the Republic of Panama. Each 
island is governed by its own Sahilas, a 
sort of local council made up of older male 
members of the community. Representa­
tives from the Sahilas make up a body 
called Caciques, which rules over the entire 
comarca.

An Open Door to the San Bias Islands
Since 1969, Jehovah's Witnesses have 

been preaching the good news of the King­
dom in San Bias, and about 50 people 
now attend our meetings. (Matthew 24: 
14) However, local authorities have denied 
us permission to preach on some of the 
islands. Recently, the Sahilas of Ustupu, 
the second-most-populated island in the 
group, requested an interview with Jeho­
vah's Witnesses in order to decide whether 
to grant us official recognition or not. It 
appears that Jehovah is ‘opening the door' 
for us.—1 Corinthians 16:9.

At a preliminary meeting, the main con­
cern of the local authorities became clear. 
They pointed out that there were already 
four religions in the community—Catholic, 
Baptist, Church of God, and Mormon. Each 
of these has a large church building, some 
of which are in a state of abandonment. 
With land being so scarce on the island, the 
officials would have to be cautious about 
letting in another religious group.

By means of an interpreter, we ex­
plained that in over 200 lands around the 
world, Jehovah's Witnesses have contrib­
uted to the welfare of the community by 
the high moral standards they maintain. 
We assured the officials that meetings 
would now be held in the homes of the local
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Witnesses, and if it should become neces­
sary to build a special meeting place, it 
would not fall into disuse, for our meetings 
are well attended.

After about an hour’s discussion, the 
officials decided to present the matter at 
the next Sahilas meeting, held later in the 
week. We would have to wait for the an­
swer.

A Visit to Dog Island
Rather than just wait, we decided to visit 

Achutupu, or Dog Island, with the King­
dom message. Our boat, named La Torre 
del Vigia (The Watchtower), is brightly 
painted in red and blue and is fitted with 
an outboard motor. The boat stands out in 
sharp contrast with the many other cayu- 
cos, or dugout canoes, tied up at the wharf. 
A 45-minute ride through rather choppy 
seas brought us to Achutupu.

Achutupu is a typical small tropical is­
land, with swaying palm trees and sandy 
beaches. But with a population of about 
2,000, it seemed rather crowded. Rows of 
native huts were everywhere, separated 
only by narrow, unpaved alleyways. The 
huts all looked alike. Walls, made of rat­
tan canes latched to a frame of slim tree 
branches, stood only about five feet high 
and were topped by a tall, thick roof of 
palm fronds. Inside, there was just one 
open space for the whole family. There 
were no windows, but the spaces between 
the canes allowed enough light and air to 
filter through.

Before visiting the homes with our Bible 
message, we decided to follow the local 
custom of calling on the village chiefs to 
obtain their permission. So we headed for 
the community hall, a large building in the 
center of town.

It was dark inside the hall, but when our 
eyes became adjusted, we could see rows of 
wooden benches set around an open space

in the center. Pictures of important Sahi­
las of the past were everywhere. Because of 
the darkness, the pictures, and the silence, 
the place was like the inside of a church. In 
the center of all of this were five men, some 
reclining in hammocks, others sitting on 
benches. Apparently, they were the village 
chiefs.

Speaking in the local language, Bolivar, 
one of the Witnesses who had come with us 
from Ustupu, explained the purpose of our 
visit. Right away, we were given a friendly 
reception and permission was granted for 
us to call on the villagers.

Hut to Hut in Achutupu
The Kuna Indians are a happy, friendly 

people. As we walked through the streets, 
the children ran up to us, calling out “Mer- 
gui! Mergui!” meaning “foreigners.” They 
wanted to shake our hands. There were few 
men around, and we were told that most of 
them were away tending their small plots 
of ground on the mainland.

We were invited inside at every home. 
The housewife would seat us in heavy, 
hand-carved wooden chairs, and the rest of 
the family would gather around to listen 
attentively. Before leaving, we would be 
offered a drink made of cocoa, coffee, or 
local fruits. This was followed by a glass of 
water for rinsing our mouth. According to 
local custom, it was quite in order to spit 
the water on the floor. We soon learned to 
take just a little sip each time, remember­
ing that there were many homes to call on.

At one hut, we saw about 50 carved 
wooden images of different sizes lined up alongside the entrance. Bolivar explained 
that these were for warding off evil spirits. 
When the woman came to the door and told 
us that her husband was not well, we un­
derstood why the images were there, for 
sickness is often attributed to demons.

After we were invited inside, we saw the
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husband lying in a hammock. Suspended 
from a cord above him were dozens of 
miniature bows strung with red-tipped ar­
rows aimed at the sick man. These were 
supposed to frighten the evil spirits. On 
the floor were several round gourds con­
taining small images, tobacco pipes, and 
smoldering cocoa beans. These were sup­
posed to appease the spirits. Bolivar tried 
to comfort the family by telling them about 
God’s promise to wipe away all sickness, and they accepted some Bible literature. 
Once again, there were the traditional 
drink and glass of water.

Colorful Kuna Costumes
Unusual sights on the islands are the 

colorful costumes of the Kuna Indians. Al­
though the men usually wear Western- 
style clothes today, the women still prefer 
their traditional dress consisting of a red 
shawl, a short-sleeved blouse, and a knee- 
length skirt. The upper part of the blouse 
is usually brightly colored. The mid-section 
is known as a mold, which tourists often 
buy and use as a wall decoration. It is a 
patchwork of colorful cloth in traditional 
designs of birds, fish, and animals. The skirt is simply a rectangular piece of 
dark cloth with bright patterns, wrapped 
around the body and tucked in at the waist. 
Most Kuna women wear their hair short,

In Our Next Issue
■ Should I Change My Religion?

■ Jesus Christ
— God’s Beloved Son

■ The Long March of the
World Powers Nears Its End

although some of the younger unmarried 
girls let their hair grow longer.

The women seem to enjoy wearing many 
ornaments. Gold earrings, necklaces, 
bracelets, and nose rings are very popular. 
Often all the assets of the family, which 
may amount to thousands of dollars, are 
worn by the women in this manner. Dis­
tinctive, too, are their leg and arm bands. 
These are made of tiny beads of orange, 
yellow, and other colors and may be any­
where from two to six inches wide. The 
women string the beads on a long thread 
and then wind it tightly on their limbs. 
Clever designs are achieved by alternating 
the color of the beads on the thread. The 
bands are tied on tightly so that they can 
be worn for months at a time without being 
removed even for bathing. To complement 
their finery, a vertical black line is painted 
or tattooed down the center of the forehead 
and nose, ending at the upper lip.

Our interesting visit to Achutupu had to 
be cut short, as we had to return to Ustupu 
in time for the meeting with the Sahilas. 
At the wharf, many people were waiting to 
get some Bible literature from us. We were 
happy to leave what we had with them.

Mission Accomplished!
Back in Ustupu, the community hall was 

crowded with hundreds of people eager 
to find out whether Jehovah’s Witnesses 
would be officially recognized or not. So 
were we. As the proceedings moved along, the chairman presented the motion to au­
thorize Jehovah’s Witnesses to operate as 
a religion on the island. When he invited 
the audience to express their views, our 
heartbeat quickened. Only two persons op­
posed; the majority were favorable.

Finally, the congress voted to grant of­
ficial permission for us to hold meetings 
and preach from door to door and to have
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the decision written in their records. Thus, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses became the first reli­
gion on the island to have written authori­
zation to function. All the others have only 
verbal agreements. How happy and grate­
ful we were for this victory!

It is hoped that this decision will open 
the door for the good news of the Kingdom 
to be preached in all the islands of San 
Bias. There is every reason to feel as did 
the psalmist when he said: “Jehovah him­
self has become king! Let the earth be 
joyful. Let the many islands rejoice.” 
—Psalm 97:1.

Q uestions From  R eaders
■  What did Jesus do “to prepare a place” in heaven for his 
followers?

Shortly before instituting the 
Lord’s Evening Meal, Jesus told his 
faithful apostles that he had to go 
away. He meant, of course, that 
after he died later that day, he had 
to go his way to heaven. Peter 
reacted by asking to be allowed to 
follow him. Thereupon Jesus said: 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Exercise faith in God, exercise faith 
also in me. In the house of my 
Father there are many abodes. 
Otherwise, I would have told you, 
because I am going my way to 
prepare a place for you. Also, if I 
go my way and prepare a place for 
you, I am coming again and will 
receive you home to myself, that 
where I am you also may be.” 
—John 14:1-3.

What “abodes” needed to be pre­
pared for the apostles? Some Bi­
ble translators have rendered John 
14:2 in a way that suggests that 
Jesus was talking about the apos­
tles’ needing “resting-places” on 
their way to heaven or their find­
ing various rooms in heaven. Yet, 
W. E. Vine says about the Greek

word involved: “There is nothing in 
the word to indicate separate com­
partments in Heaven; neither 
does it suggest temporary resting- 
places on the road.” The word 
means simply a place to abide. 
So Jesus was promising abiding 
places in the spiritual heavens 
where he was going to be with his 
Father. — Ephesians 1:20; 1 Peter 
1:4; 3:21,22.

But in what way would Jesus 
prepare such abodes for his loyal 
followers? Having died a sacrificial 
death, Jesus went to heaven to 
present before God the value of his 
lifeblood. This would first benefit 
those who would be called to be 
joint heirs of heavenly life. The 
apostle Paul wrote: “Christ entered, 
not into a holy place made with 
hands, which is a copy of the real­
ity, but into heaven itself, now to 
appear before the person of God 
for us.” (Hebrews 9:12, 24-28; Ro­
mans 6:5; 8:17) So when Jesus 
told the apostles that he was going 
to “prepare a place for” them, he 
certainly would have in mind his

‘appearing before the person of 
God for’ them. Only after he did 
that could they or other humans 
follow him to heaven. — Philippians 
3:20,21.

Did Jesus have to do other 
things to prepare a place for them? 
In time, he would assume kingly 
power and would war against Sa­
tan, casting him and his demons 
out of heaven. (Revelation 12:7-9) 
This would occur prior to the start 
of the heavenly resurrection of the 
apostles and other anointed ones 
sleeping in death. (1 Thessalonians 
4:14-17) Whether Jesus’ comment 
about ‘preparing a place for’ his 
followers included his casting Sa­
tan out of heaven, we cannot say.

Moreover, we do not know if Je­
sus had other assignments that 
had to do with preparing a place 
in heaven for anointed Christians. 
Yet, at least we can be sure that 
Jesus did prepare the way for his 
anointed followers by presenting 
to God the value of his “precious 
blood.” (1 Peter 1 :19) On the basis 
of that blood, the new covenant 
was established between Jehovah 
God and spirit-anointed Christians.
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Not Afraid 
Anymore

A letter recently received by the German branch office 
of the Watch Tower Society reads, in part:

"Diana is seven years old and has suffered from spastic 
paralysis from birth. Since she must attend a specialized 
school many miles from home, she must go to bed 
evenings at seven o'clock so that she can be up by six the 
next morning. She was always afraid of being alone in 
her room. So we put a cassette recorder there and at first 
played music cassettes, but this did not help. Besides, I 
wanted her to listen to something educational that she 
could understand.

"Then a wonderful solution came along—the cassette 
recordings of M y Book of Bible Stories. I got them for her, 
and suddenly Diana was no longer afraid. She has learned 
ten of the stories by heart—word for word—and knows 
the others well enough to detect any mistake you may 
make in reading them to her, even though she herself 
cannot read yet. Since learning story 69, 'A Girl Helps a 
Mighty Man/ she has been talking to her teachers and 
to the children at school about the stories she knows."


