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Jehovah’s Witnesses try to
instill in their children
something far more
influential than the fear of
AIDS or of pregnancy: a
healthy fear of Jehovah God
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Christian youths will avoid
conduct that can ruin their
relationship with God
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JeSUS’ Ministry

They Falil to Arrest HIm

HILE the Festival of Taberna-
W cles is still in progress, the reli-
gious leaders send out police

officers to arrest Jesus. He does not
attempt to hide. Jesus keeps on teach-
ing publicly, saying: “I continue a little
while longer with you before 1 go to him
that sent me. You will look for me, but
you will not find me, and where I am you
cannot come.”

The Jews do not understand, and so
they inquire among themselves: “Where
does this man intend going, so that we
shall not find him? He does not intend
to go to the Jews dispersed among the
Greeks and teach the Greeks, does he?
What does this saying mean that he
said, ‘You will look for me, but you will
not find me, and where | am you can-
not come’?” Jesus, of course, is talking
about his approaching death and resur-
rection to heaven, where his enemies
cannot follow.

The seventh and last day of the fes-
tival arrives. Each morning of the fes-
tival, a priest has poured out water,
which he took from the pool of Siloam,
so that it flowed to the base of the altar.
Likely reminding the people of this daily
ceremony, Jesus cries out: “If anyone is
thirsty, let him come to me and drink.
He that puts faith in me, just as the
Scripture has said, ‘Out from his inmost
part streams of living water will flow.””

Actually, Jesus is here speaking
about the grand consequences when
the holy spirit would be poured out. The
following year this pouring out of holy
spirit occurs at Pentecost. There,
streams of living water flow forth when
the 120 disciples begin ministering to
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the people. But until then, there is no
spirit in the sense that none of Christ’s
disciples are anointed with holy spirit
and called to heavenly life.

In response to Jesus’teaching, some
begin saying: “This is for a certainty
The Prophet,” evidently referring to the
prophet greater than Moses who was
promised to come. Others say: “This
is the Christ.” But others protest: “The
Christ is not actually coming out of Gal-
ilee, is he? Has not the Scripture said
that the Christ is coming from the off-
spring of David, and from Bethlehem
the village where David used to be?”

So a division develops among the
crowd. Some want Jesus arrested, but
no one lays a hand on him. When the
police officers return without Jesus, the
chief priests and Pharisees ask: “Why
is it you did not bring him in?”

“Never has another man spoken like
this,” the officers reply.

Filled with anger, the religious lead-
ers stoop to ridicule, misrepresentation,
and name-calling. They sneer: “You
have not been misled also, have you?
Not one of the rulers or of the Pharisees
has put faith in him, has he? But this
crowd that does not know the Law are
accursed people.”

At this, Nicodemus, a Pharisee and a
ruler of the Jews (that is, a member of
the Sanhedrin), dares speak in Jesus’
behalf. You may recall that two and a
half years previously, Nicodemus came
to Jesus at night and expressed faith in
him. Now Nicodemus says: “Our law
does not judge a man unless first it has
heard from him and come to know what
he is doing, does it?”



The Pharisees are angered
even more that one of their own
should defend Jesus. “You are not
also out of Galilee, are you?” they
caustically remark. “Search and
see that no prophet is to be raised
up out of Galilee.”

Although the Scriptures do not
directly say that a prophet would
come out of Galilee, they do point
to the Christ as coming from
there, saying that “a great light”
would be seen in this region. And
contrary to misconceptions, Je-
sus was born in Bethlehem, and
he was an offspring of David.
While the Pharisees are probably
aware of this, they are likely re-
sponsible for spreading the mis-
conceptions that people have
about Jesus. John 7:32-52; Isaiah
9:1, 2; Matthew 4:13-17.

+ What happens every morning of the

festival, and how may Jesus be drawing
attention to this?

+ Why do the officers fail to arrest Je-
sus, and how do the religious leaders
respond?

+ Who is Nicodemus, what is his attitude
toward Jesus, and how is he treated by
his fellow Pharisees?

+ What evidence is there that the Christ
would come out of Galilee?



In Our
Fearful Times,
Whom

Can You
ReaIIX

Trust:
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2. How were the fear and lack of trust foretold
for this generation?

1. Whatis acharacteristic of our time, and what 3. What ewdence is there that trust is a casual-
need does it show? ty of our age?
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7. Why do bad economic conditions contribute
to distrust?

d( )nHow is the stability of wealthy nations
and the global economy threatened? (b¥ To what
extent can experts be trusted to solve economic
problems?
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11, How trustworthy are human promises of a
better world?

12, Whom can we trust completely, and what
guide has he given us?
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about the Bible?
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Gods View of World Religion
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16, What mistaken assum tron do this world’s
relﬁgrons make, as did the Pharisees in the time
of Jesus?

17. How does God view the religious efforts of
those like the Pharisees?

Questions for Review

O What has contributed to distrust
in our time?

O Why was this world’s optimism
misguided?

0O Whom can we trust completely,
and what guide has he given us?

O Why should we not trust in
ourselves or other humans?

O How does God view this world’s
religions?
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Make Jehovah Your Trust

“Trust in Jehovah and do good; ... take exquisite
delight in Jehovah."—psalm 37:3, 4.
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5. How does God’s Word forcefully emphasize
the need for love and unity among his true
worshipers?

6. Why can Jehovah’s Witnesses say, that they
are “clean from the blood of all men™?

7. 8. How do some churchmen acknowledge
their bloodguilt?
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In Our Next Issue

m How to Be a Successful Parent

m Jehovah Does Not
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m The Sixth World Power— Rome!
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who trust in him, and those who do not?
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Questions for Review

O What standard must be observed
by those who trust in Jehovah?

O Do this world’s religions teach
trust in Jehovah?

O How was King Hezekiah's trust in
Jehovah vindicated?

O In our day, how is the prophecy
of Isaiah 2:2-4 fulfilled?

O What future will be realized by
those who trust in Jehovah?



Insighton the News

Foretold Violence

“Adolescents are becoming a
lot more violent than they were
years ago,” notes James Fox,
criminologist at Northeastern
University. “l see a real change
in the type of youngster we are
getting,” states Faye Harrison,
a Michigan judge. “Much hard-
er, much quicker (to violence),
much deeper into serious de-
linquency at an earlier age.” In
fact, teenagers in a rage are
“responsible for about 300 par-
ricides (the murder of a parent)
by adolescents yearly,” reports
the Detroit Free Press.

Why the increase in violence
among today'’s youth? Fox cites
greater access to weapons,
television violence, and “gener-
ally, less respect for authority,”
according to USA Today. Fo-
cusing on parents, David Rami-
rez, a Denver judge, believes
that “traditional values and
concepts of respect are not be-
ing passed on to children and
many parents seem to have a
lack of commitment to their
youngsters,” notes The Denver
Post.

Most timely are the words
written by the apostle Paul
when, centuries ago, he fore-
told “that in the last days criti-
cal times hard to deal with will
be here. For men will be lovers
of themselves, lovers of money,

self-assuming, . . . disobedient
to parents, ... having no natu-
ral affection, . . . without self-

control, fierce, without love of
goodness.” (2 Timothy 3:1-3)
Christians can guard against
intrusion of such attitudes by
building loving family relation-
ships, as indicated in such Bi-

ble passages as Deuteronomy
6:4-9 and Colossians 3:12-14,
18-21.

Paying the Price

“We don't read the Bible and
don’'t know what is in it,” says
American pollster George Gal-
lup, Jr. “We are paying for this
and suffering accordingly in the
divorce rate, child abuse, drug
misuse, and cheating and dis-
honesty at all levels of society.”
According to the Gallup poll,
40 percent of Americans are in
church on Sunday and about
80 percent get married in
church, yet the divorce rate has
tripled since 1960, the number
of unmarried couples living to-
gether has increased nearly
fivefold, and illegitimacy has
nearly quadrupled. Abortions
tripled between 1972 and 1979.

Pointing squarely to the root
of the problem, Gallup ob-
served: “Clearly the churches
are not penetrating to the basic
level of inculcating values. We
are living religion on a very su-
perficial level. It is not life-
changing and redirecting. Nor is
it biblically based.”

Yet Christianity should be
life-changing, redirecting and
Bible based. Originally it was.
Early Christians were taught
to “put away the old person-
ality.” Paul wrote: “Neither
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor men kept for un-
natural purposes, nor men who
lie with men, nor thieves, nor
greedy persons . . . will inherit
God’s kingdom. And yet that
is what some of you were.”
— Ephesians 4:22; 1 Corinthi-
ans 6:9-11.

“The First Man Was
a Man”

Some evolutionists claim that
evolution is “one hundred per-
cent” believable and that it is “a
theory one can verify in a labo-
ratory.” But at the Second In-
ternational Congress of Human
Paleontology, recently held at
Turin, Iltaly, it was clear that
many scientists still have mis-
givings on the matter.

Instead of confirming that
evolution is “one hundred per-
cent” believable, the congress
apparently exposed major dif-
ferences of opinion between
scientists over when and how
man evolved. Paleontologist
Bernard Vandermeersch, for
example, underscored the fact
that, as far as man’s origins are
concerned, the results of pa-
leontology “contradict the data
furnished by genetics,” which
point to one common ancestor.

However, such contradictions
exist only among persons who
fail to accept the simple truth
that God “made out of one man
every nation of men, to dwell
upon the entire surface of the
earth.” (Acts 17:26) How did he
do so? Genesis 2:7 tells us that
“God proceeded to form the
man out of dust from the
ground and to blow into his
nostrils the breath of life,”
causing man to become “a liv-
ing soul.”

Not surprisingly, biologist
Giuseppe Sermonti, comment-
ing on the conclusions of the
congress, conceded that “all at-
tempts to get us to descend
from the trees of the apes have
produced no interesting results.
The first man was a man.”
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this affect you? In order to understand the matter 1 gave our family
1, 2. (a) According to Hebrews 12:9-11, what does God lov- Sv%pﬁ’é;‘fﬁ“ge}.‘)evsé‘?ﬁéﬁha‘

ingly provide? (b) What is one example of discipline, and what g i "
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3. How do some react to the idea of disfellowshipping? '

26 THE WATCHTOWER-APRIL 15, 1988



erson or an idolater or a
rd,or an exjo tr ner
w hsuch aman
e Was to o

ﬂ that’ romotes

re not 0 o rsort
o rsort they would have re
uttha |tm|

gOt a are 0 our ort

wirepe
m] 70;(,? riérrc%évor
y:

Cut Off Thoroughly?
onot hold t
e have norm
s, workmates, sc oo mate
"them evenr some
ersons extortion-
ote that we cann

7Chr|st ans mseres alo

s and Witness
are or Icators,
ers,. rr oIaters
or tem comp

“Quit mrxrng in
company Wrth anyone caII d a brother that

[has returned to such

“kf%ama”_

John’s writi

one t at pus es ahea
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*John here used khai'ro, which was a greetrng like
?ood day™ or *hello.” Acts 15:23; Matthew 8:9) He
did not use a-spazo-ma F]as in verse 13), which means
“to enfold n the arms, thus to greet, to welcome” and
may have im Iredaver Vérar/&ntreetrn even v]vrth Ian
embrace. cts assalo-
nians 5 285 So the drrectron at?2 Jo]hn 11 coulrf well
mean not fo sav even “hello” to such ones.—See The
Watchtower of July 15, 1985, page 31.

9 10. (a) What hap&aened to unrepentant law-
breakers in [srael, an (b) How should we
feel about the arrangement today for dealrng
with persons expeIIed for unrepentant sin’
(2 Peter 2:20-22)
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atives when a wrongdoer was cut off? (b) [llus-
trate the benefits of obedience.

13. How wil| loyal Christians respond if an im-

mediate famrIK membper is disfellowshipped or he
disassociates himself?
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The Court Decision
BYou may want to know the outcome of

*For a discussion o]f a reIanes being disfellow-
r&)ed see The Watchtower of September 15, 1981,

i |ans
ezl S 3%”%%?1 ny Itsamr;itpesﬁcs:y'ﬁ““

14, What divine advice should influence our con-
tact with a disfellowshipped or disassociated rel-
ative outside our immediate family circle?

15. How can relatives control the influence of
emotro% In such instances? (Psalm 15:1-5; Mark

9
16-18" What decision was reached in the court
case mentioned earlier, and what added opinion
did the court offer?
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Though varrous rndrvrduals have brought suit, no
court has rend ’ %%ment against. Jehovah’s
Witnesses over t err Bible-based prac ice of shunning.

19, 20. Why is a person who is cut off from the
congregation not rn position to recover monetary
damv\?es in court?

hy is balance needed in viewing disfellow-

shipping?
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391 SHow did one sister’s response to disfellow- 25 What view did a reinstated person have of
shipping affect her and others? God’s discipling?

Excommunication— What Effect?

English historian Edward Gibbon wrote about general consent.... The consequences of
the propriety and effect of disfellowshipping excommunication were of a temporal [earthly]
nearer the time of the apostles: as well as a spiritual nature. The Christian

“It is the undoubted right of every society to ainst whom it was pronounced was deprived
exclude from its communion and benefits such fg any part in the oblations of the faithful. The
among its members as reject or violate those ties both of rel|g|ous and of private friendship
regulations which have been established by were dissolved.
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Do You Remember?

Have you enjoyed reading the re-
cent issues of The Watchtower?
Well, see if you can answer the
following questions:

O What is the theme of modern-
day Biblical evangelism?

The core of the true evangelizer’'s
message today is the good news
of God’s Kingdom in the hands of
his appointed Ruler, Jesus Christ.
It includes all the truths Jesus
spoke and that his disciples re-
corded. (Matthew 24:14; 28:
19, 20)- 1/1, page 4.

O Why is it necessary to contin-
ue preaching the good news in
territories where there is little or
no result?

Jehovah, through Christ Jesus,
has commanded that ‘the good
news be preached in all the in-
habited earth.” (Matthew 24:14)
When people refuse to listen, this
gives us an opportunity to show
the depth of our love and devo-
tion to Jehovah by persistently
doing what is right. Also, our love
moves us to warn our neighbors
as to what the future holds for
mankind. (1 John 5:3; 2 Timothy
4:2)— 1/1, page 26.

O What benefits does the full-
time ministry bring to many
Kingdom publishers?

It helps them to cultivate more

fully the fruitage of the spirit, to
express more love for people, to
become more efficient in the min-
istry, and to trust Jehovah to a
greater extent. Hence, they enjoy
a closer relationship with Jeho-
vah.— 1/15, page 26.

O To what direction and pur-
pose of God did all Bible writers
point in spite of their differences
in presentation?

They all showed what Jehovah
God will do to make mankind
happy and also what humans in-
dividually must do in order to re-
ceive God's approval. — 2/1,
page 7.

O What are some of the rewards
and benefits from being honest?

A climate of trust and confidence
is developed, leading to healthy
attitudes and relationships. Hon-
esty also contributes to a clean
conscience, and it gives peace of
mind, so that one can face others
without fear of embarrassment.
(Hebrews 9:14; 1 Timothy 1:19)
— 2/15, page 7.

O Whose prayers does the al-
mighty God hear and answer?

Jehovah hears prayers offered to
him through the right channel,

Jesus Christ; in the right man-
ner; and with the right attitude of
mind and heart. God answers
such prayers according to his di-
vine will and at his chosen time.
— 3/15, page 7.

O What important event occurred
in the 20th year of King Artaxerx-
es’ rulership (455 B.C.E.)?

Permission was granted Nehe-
miah to go back and rebuild
Jerusalem and its walls. This
command was the start of the
“seventy weeks” of years of Dan-
iel's prophecy, pointing forward
to Jesus’ appearance as “Mes-
siah the Leader” on time in the
year 29 CE. (Daniel 9:24, 25;
Nehemiah 1:1; 2:1-9)- 3/15,
pages 28, 29.

O How are family problems best
handled?

In love, for the Bible counsels,
“Let all your affairs take place
with love.” Also, “Love covers a
multitude of sins." (1 Corinthians
16:14; 1 Peter 4:8) This should
be a deep-seated love that is will-
ing to overlook the imperfections
of other members of the family
that might otherwise irritate and
grate on one's nerves.— 4/1,
pages 6, 7.
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