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Creation Had It First:
Sonar

Bats are equipped with a system
somewhat similar to a sonar, enabling
them to locate and follow the
movements of their prey by sending
out sounds and analyzing the
echoes. But a certain moth (the
dogbane tiger) has a jamming
signal that sends out waves
similar to those of its adversary.
Upon receiving the signal, the
bat, not having enough time to
analyze whether it is an
obstacle or not, systematically
avoids the moth.
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Professor James Fullard,

of the University of

Toronto, Canada, expressed

his admiration, saying: “The

amazing thing is the sheer

volume of information

processing and profound

neurological decisions handled by
both the bats and the moths, using

a very limited number of nerve cells.
They exhibit a degree of economy and
sophistication that could be the envy of
human aerial warfare strategists.”
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Creation Had It First:
The Diving Bell

About the beginning of the 16th century,
Leonardo da Vinci is said to have invented a
diving apparatus. But a certain spider named
Argyroneta aquatica already had a perfect
system for breathing under water. As Andree
Tetry explains in her book Les outils chez les
etres wfTools Used by Living Beings),
this spider “settles in slow-moving streams
among submerged aquatic plants and
weaves among them a fine horizontal net-
work, loosely held in place by a multitude of
threads. Returning to the surface,... the
spider, with a sudden jerk, catches an air
bubble in its water-repellent abdominal hairs.

.. Down the spider goes again and sets the
air bubble free underneath the network of
silken threads. The bubble then rises to form
a slight bulge in the net.” By repeated trips,
the spider accumulates enough air to spend
the day under its bell, where it eats the prey
caught during the night. Concerning this,
Tetry adds: “Man’s diving apparatuses,
therefore, correspond with the most special-
ized types observed in nature.”
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“The universe confounds me! | cannot
imagine that such a ‘clock’ can exist
without there being a Clockmaker

— Voltaire, 18th-century French philosopher.
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Kingdom Proclaimers Report
Jehovah Blesses Integrity Keepers in Cyprus

JESUS said to his followers:
“If they have persecuted me,
they will persecute you also.”
(John 15:20) And Jehovah, by
means of the prophet Isaiah,
said: “Any weapon whatever
that will be formed against you
will have no success.” (Isaiah
54:17) These expressions have
both proved true in Cyprus,
where the integrity-keeping
Witnesses of Jehovah are busy
preaching the good news.

O “The Greek Orthodox
Church has been very active
trying to undermine our work,”
says a report from that land.
“The priests distribute leaflets
accusing us of all sorts of things
and telling the people to avoid
discussions with Jehovah's Wit-
nesses. They even visit people
who study the Bible with the
Witnesses and try to discour-
age them. In Paphos, a priest-
theologian tried to convince

three different persons to stop
studying the Bible with Jeho-
vah's Witnesses. On different
occasions, each of the three
invited a brother to have a dis-
cussion with this theologian.
Happily, all three are now ac-
tively associated with Jehovah's
organization.” This, of course,
annoyed the priest, who com-
mented: “l will never again have
a discussion with Jehovah's
Witnesses.” Some priests even
went so far as to strike some of
the brothers while these were
engaged in the ministry. Usual-
ly, however, the efforts of the
clergy backfire, and more peo-
ple are now taking their stand
for Jehovah.

0O The following experience
from Cyprus shows that keep-
ing integrity under opposition
brings blessings. A woman'’s
husband was killed during the
war of 1974, leaving her with a

The apostle Paulalso met with opposition in Paphos

little girl to raise. The woman
remarried. Disillusioned by the
hypocrisy of the clergy and the
uncertainty of the future, she
agreed to study the Bible with
Jehovah’s Witnesses. She pro-
gressed rapidly and started tell-
ing her relatives the good things
she was learning. Opposition
began. The biggest test came
when her 15-year-old daughter
remarked: “l have lost my fa-
ther, and if you do not stop
studying with Jehovah’'s Wit-
nesses, | will renounce you as
my mother. | shall be an or-
phan.” Nevertheless, the woman
continued to study.

One day the girl visited a
friend in the hospital. At the next
hospital bed, a Witness was vis-
iting his relative when a priest
came to see the same patient.
A conversation started between
the brother and the priest. The
brother was calm and tactful,
using the Bible to explain his
position. The priest, on the oth-
er hand, was aggressive. He
raised his voice, but not a single
time did he open the Bible. The
girl watched the scene and was
impressed by the kindness of
the brother and by the fact that
he used the Bible. That very
evening, when the brother and
his wife visited her mother for
the Bible study, the girl ex-
plained what had happened at
the hospital and asked them:
“Could you study with me as
well?” Now the girl is studying
twice a week, and the husband
too is studying. The mother is a
baptized publisher.

Truly, Jehovah is blessing his
integrity-keeping servants in
Cyprus!
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A Lesson Iin
Forgiveness

ESUS is apparentl

still in the house in Ca-

pernaum with his dis-

ciples. He has been

cussing with them how
handle difficulties between
brothers, so Peter asks:
“Lord, how many times is
my brother to sin against
me and am | to forgiv
him?” Since Jewish reli-
gious teachers propose
granting forgiveness up to
three times, Peter probably
considers it very generous
to suggest: “Up to seven
times?”

But the whole idea of
keeping such a record is
wrong. Jesus corrects Pe-
ter: “l say to you, not, Up
to seven times, but, Up to
seventy-seven times.” He is
showing that no limit should
be put on the number of
times Peter forgives his
brother.

To impress on the disci-
ples their obligation to be
forgiving, Jesus tells them
an illustration. It is about a
king who wants to settle ac-
counts with his slaves. One
slave is brought to him who
owes the enormous debt of
60,000,000 denarii (about
$50,000,000). There is no

8 THE WATCHTOWER- MARCH 1, 1988



JeSUS’ Ministry

way he can pay it. So, as Jesus ex-
plains, the king orders him and his wife
and his children to be sold and payment
to be made.

At that the slave falls down at his
master’s feet and begs: “Be patient with
me and | will pay back everything to
you.”

Moved with pity, the master merciful-
ly cancels the slave’s enormous debt.
But no sooner has he done so, Jesus

continues, than this slave goes and

finds a fellow slave who owes him
only 100 denarii (about $90). The
man grabs his fellow slave by the
throat and begins choking him,

saying: “Pay back whatever
you owe.”
But the fellow slave

does not have the mon-
ey. So he falls at the feet
of the slave to whom he
is in debt, begging: “Be
patient with me and | will
pay you back.” Unlike his
master, the slave is not

merciful, and he has his fellow slave
thrown into prison.

Well, Jesus continues, the other slaves
who saw what had happened go and tell
the master. He, in turn, angrily summons
the slave. “Wicked slave,” he says, “I
canceled all that debt for you, when you
entreated me. Ought you not, in turn, to
have had mercy on your fellow slave, as
| also had mercy on you?” Provoked to
wrath, the master delivers the unmerciful
slave over to the jailers until he should
pay back all that he owes.

Then Jesus concludes: “In like manner
my heavenly Father will also deal with
you if you do not forgive each one his
brother from your hearts.”

What a fine lesson in forgiveness!
Compared with the large debt of sin that
God has forgiven us, whatever trans-
gression may be committed against us
by a Christian brother is small indeed.
Furthermore, Jehovah God has forgiven
us thousands of times. Often, we are
not even aware of our sins against him.
Therefore, can we not forgive our broth-

er a few times, even if we have a legiti-

mate cause for complaint? Remem-
ber, as Jesus taught in the Sermon
on the Mount, God will “forgive us
our debts, as we also have for-
given our debtors.” Matthew 18:
21-35; 6:12; Colossians 3:13.

+ What prompts Peter’'s question

about forgiving his brother, and why

may he consider his suggestion of

seven times to be generous?

+ How did the king's response to his
sa differ from that of the
of the slave to a fellow

+ What do we learn from Jesus’ illus-
tration?
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— DEUTERONOMY 1:11.
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20.. What will be considered in the following
article?

oy

o

Points for Review

O Why were large families desirable
in Israel? \

O What indicates that there were
times when childbearing brought
heartaches to the Jews?

O How was spiritual Israel to grow
in number?

O How was the ‘time left reduced’
for the early Christians?

O What possible reasons are there
why Noah’s sons and their wives

remained childless before the Flood,
and what about the situation today?
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1. What is a natural deswe ofmost women, and (a) What | |s Scrlpturallﬁ required of elders
how does thls show up early in life? nd m|n|ster|al servants who have children?

2. How should paren scon5|der a newborn bab7y Eb) How have some children meant “adversities”
and what must they be prepared to undertake? 0'their father?

3. Whé can_Proverhs 23 24, 25 he applied to
many Ch

4,5,

a
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Respansible Fatherhood
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6. What questton should Christian husbands ask
themselves?

7. What has happened to some Christian wives,
and what is often the cause of this situation?
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8. How do many fathers share the load of look-
ing after the children, with what benefit to their
wives?
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9, Whatqproves that children are not always a
handicap?

10. What have some married couples decided,
and how have they been blessed?
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A Personal Matter
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11, (@) Where are many childless couples serv-
Ing Jehovah, and why do they not have anv
regrets? (b) What scripture can’be applied to all
oouRIes who have remained childless “on account

oft
a) Wgny IS chrldbearrng a unique privilege?

(b) uring what Perrods was childbearing a God-
given assignment?
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13, 14. (a) What can be said of childbearing
today, and what criticism would  be_ inappro-
priate? (b) While childbearing in this time o the
end is a personal matter, what counsel is given?
15, 16. (a) What attitude should be avorded
when an unexPected pregnancy occurs, and why?

(b) How should any child be considered, involv-
Ing what responsibilities?
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17. What counsel did the apostle Paul give to the
Colossians, and how can this advice be followed

toda

18, y19 (a) How can single Chrrstrans and
childJess cou Ies do every |r%‘gn|n the name of
the Lord™ I) ow should Christian parents
view their chifdren, and what goal should they
set for themselves?’
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and children will rise up agamst parents

20. (a) Whatis ahead of us, and of what difficul-
ties did Jesus give warning? (b) What bearing do
Jesus” words "have on rearing children in “the
time of the end?

l%ij %?l\ﬁomm DUl o g tqdrelvIark t%?)
deBdwoalol taway(f € apure
!ny tco@ rlng%J IS

eartbreak Bv
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21, (a) While contemplating the future realisti-
cally, why should parents not be unduly con-
cerned? (b) What can be their hope, for them-
selves and ‘their children?

Review Questions

O What long-term program does
the birth of a child involve?

O Why have some elders and
ministerial servants lost their
privileges?

O What factors should a Christian
husband consider with regard to
his wife’'s becoming pregnant?

O What proves that a Christian
couple can be childless and happy?

O How should the birth of a child

be considered by the parents, and
why do they not have to be unduly
concerned about the future?
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Ancient Babylon reached her zenith under Nebuchadnezzar, passed her religion on to the
world, and was conquered in one night. Knowing more about this city will strengthen your
conviction in the Bible’s accuracy and in the unerring fulfillment of its amazing prophecies.
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