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Other Ways to Be Honest

At the time of borrowing money,
borrower often re?lects q’?umrlrtry ana

Can You Deal With the Challenge to Your Honesty?

The world we live in challenges our
convictions and our determination to do what is
right. It is structured to emphasize putting
ourselves first, even at the expense of others.

Is it your srncerely held view that honesty is
still the best policy? Are your convictions strong
enough to keep you honest when pressures put
éou_fto the test? For example, what would you

o if:
O After you have been unemployed for many
months, you find a large sum of money that
would cover your bills and give you funds to
spare?

O Cheating on an important examination in
your school was the only way you could get
the grade that could determine your economic
future?

O Finding recognition as a scientist would
require you to “adjust” the data from your
research so that your report would be
published?

O On your vacation to another country, you
buy an expensive item at a very good price but
to declare it at the border would mean paying a
high duty?
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respect, and he expresses reassuring
words about repa%ment and gratitude for
help. But when the time_ arfives to pay
off the debt, an amazing Jekyll-and-Hyde
change In attitude comies over some bor-
rowers. It IS common then to note anger,
hostility, complaints of being harassed for
repayment, and claims that the lender
lacks mercy. In the borrower’s eyes, the

generous lender _has been transformed
into a monster! The Bible, though, says
that ‘the borrower who does not pay back
Is wicked.” (Psalm 37:21: Romans 13.8)
This would especially be the case where
the borrower makes ho effort to pay even
modest amounts to demonrstrate %ood
faith, perhaps making no effort even to
communicate with thé' lender.

Acts of Honesty Not Out-Of-Date

Do people still care about their fellowman?
Yes, even though newspapers report acts of
honesty as if they were the exception and
hence newsworthy.

The police in Fort Wayne, Indiana, U.SA,
tried to lure thieves by placing an expensive TV
set in an unlocked car. They watched for
several weeks to see what would happen.
“What we found was people would walk by the
car, look in and see the TV, open the door, push
the lock button down, close the door and walk
on by.” By so doing they showed honesty.

Canadian newspaper headlines tell about the
return of lost cash because of the beneficial
effect of Bible teaching:

“Good Samaritans save holiday.”

— The Windsor Star

“Honest Pat turns in $421 ”

— The Spectator

“Return of missing $983 restores
merchant’s faith ”— The Toronto Star

In these cases, those returning the lost cash
were Jehovah's Witnesses. In the first, two
young Witnesses sharing in the door-to-door
ministry found and returned a purse to a
woman. She said: “I think those boys are one
in a million.... You know, that really does
restore your faith in human nature.” Since she
was from out of town, it would have been easy
for the youths to have kept the money, but they
said: “It was nothing. We were just doing
something good for someone else.”

The second report also had to do with a
traveler. “But temptation left no question in [the
finder’s] mind,” the paper reported. The finder
explained that he was one of Jehovah’s
Witnesses, “and we believe strongly in
honesty.”
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In the third case, the person who lost the
cash “confessed he had almost lost his faith in
humanity.” The husband of the Witness who
found the brown paper bag of cash told a
reporter that being guided by the Bible was
the key: “That made it easy for my wife” to turn
itin.

In another case, two Witnesses working
from house to house found a lost pay
envelope. When they took it to the local police
station, the sergeant on duty said that there
had been no report of lost money. The Witness
suggested announcing the find on the local
radio station. The policeman looked rather
puzzled. He said: “You're making a lot of effort
to return this money. What religion do you
belong to anyway?” When the Witness replied,
the sergeant said: “Ithought so, because
you're the only ones who are honest enough
to make such efforts.”

Making house-to-house calls, one of
Jehovah’s Witnesses, W. K-------- ,was met
with a most unusual request. The man of the
house and his wife were quite ill but had to
have a bank transaction made that day. They
asked if the Witness would do it. Upon
agreeing, he was given $2,000 in cash to take
to the bank. Returning from the bank, he could
not resist asking: “How could you trust me
without even knowing me?” The answer: ‘We
know, and everyone knows, that Jehovah’s
Witnesses are the only ones to trust.”

Though there certainly are honest people to
be found in all lands, in addition to Jehovah’s
Witnesses, it seems that they are sufficiently
rare to merit special note. How thankful we
can be that the Bible's teaching on honesty
produces beneficial and practical results!
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Further
Corrective
Counsel

HILE still in the
Whouse in Caper-
naum, something

besides the apostles’ ar-

gument over who is the

greatest is discussed. This

incident too may have oc-

curred on their return to

Capernaum, when Jesus was not personal-
ly present. The apostle John reports: “We
saw a certain man expelling demons by the
use of your name and we tried to prevent
him, because he was not accompanying
us.”

Evidently John views the apostles as an
exclusive, title-holding team of healers. So
he feels that the man was performing pow-
erful works improperly because he was not
part of their group.

However, Jesus counsels: “Do not try to
prevent him, for there is no one that will do
a powerful work on the basis of my name
that will quickly be able to revile me; for he
that is not against us is for us. For whoever
gives you a cup of water to drink on the
ground that you belong to Christ, | truly tell
you, he will by no means lose his reward.”

It was not necessary for this man bodily
to follow Jesus to be on his side. The Chris-
tian congregation had not yet been set up,
so his not being part of their group did not
mean that he was of a separate congre-
gation. The man really had faith in Jesus’
name and thus succeeded in expelling de-
mons. He was doing something that com-
pared favorably with what Jesus said was
deserving of a reward. For doing this, Jesus
shows, he will not lose his reward.

8 THE WATCHTOWER-FEBRUARY 15, 1988

But what if the man was stumbled
by the words and actions of the apos-
tles? This would be very serious! Je-
sus observes: “Whoever stumbles
one of these little ones that believe, it
would be finer for him if a millstone
such as is turned by an ass were put
around his neck and he were actually
pitched into the sea.”

Jesus says that his followers
should remove from their lives any-
thing as dear to them as a hand, a
foot, or an eye that may cause them
to stumble. Better to be without this
cherished thing and enter into God’s
Kingdom than to hold on to it and be
pitched into Gehenna (a burning rub-



Je S U S’ Ministry

bish heap near Jerusalem), which sym-
bolizes eternal destruction.

Jesus also warns: “See to it that you
men do not despise one of these little
ones; for I tell you that their angels in
heaven always behold the face of my
Father who is in heaven.” He then il-
lustrates the preciousness of “little
ones” by telling about a man who pos-
sesses 100 sheep but loses one. The
man will leave the 99 to search for the
lost one, Jesus explains, and on finding
it will rejoice more over it than over the
99. “Likewise,” Jesus then concludes,
“it is not a desirable thing with my Fa-
ther who is in heaven for one of these
little ones to perish.”

Possibly having in
mind his apostles’ ar-
gument among them-
selves, Jesus urges:
“Have salt in your-
selves, and keep
peace between one
another.” Tasteless
foods are made
more palatable

by salt. Thus, figurative salt makes what
one says easier to accept. Having such
salt will help preserve the peace.

But because of human imperfection, at
times serious disputes will occur. Jesus
also provides guidelines for handling
them. “If your brother commits a sin,”
Jesus says, “go lay bare his fault be-
tween you and him alone. If he listens to
you, you have gained your brother.” If
he does not listen, Jesus advises, “take
along with you one or two more, in order
that at the mouth of two or three witness-
es every matter may be established.”

Only as a last resort, Jesus says, take
the matter to “the congregation,” that is,
to responsible overseers of the congre-
gation who can render a judicial deci-
sion. If the sinner will not abide by their
decision, Jesus concludes, “let him be to
you just as a man of the nations and as
a tax collector.”

In making such a decision, overseers
need to adhere closely to instructions in
Jehovah’s Word. Thus, when they find an
individual guilty and worthy of punish-
ment, the judgment ‘will already have
been bound in heaven.” And when they
“loose on earth,” that is, find one inno-
cent, it will already have been “loosed in
heaven.” In such judicial deliberations,
Jesus says, “where there are two or
three gathered together in my name,
there Iam in their midst.” Matthew 18:
6-20; Mark 9:38-50; Luke 9:49, 50.

+ Why was it not necessary in Jesus’ day to
accompany him?

+ How serious is the matter of stumbling a little
one, and how did Jesus illustrate the impor-
tance of such little ones?

+ What probably prompted Jesus’ encourage-
ment for the apostles to have salt among them-
selves?

+ What significance is there to ‘binding’ and
‘loosing’?

THE WATCHTOWER-FEBRUARY 15, 1988



“Do Nat Let Your
Hea?tsg LFeroubled”

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Exercise faith in
God, exercise faith also in me."—john 14:1.
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8In many countries, unemployment and

3. Why are so many people deeply troubled to-

ay? o 6, 7. (a) What is one way to decrease stress?
4t What factors can cause Christians to suffer Sg%ol\j&\{v can we cultivate” a close bond with
stress?

5. What encouraging exhortations do the Scrip- 8, 9. We can apply} what positive counsel about
tures give us? economic problems:
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own
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or hg a¥ ItS, own

an ( tre uffjclent ‘tor egg aY IS ItS
own nes& a]t ew ? n other
Jd(f [e eac P m as It arises,
0 not worry unduly about the future.

words of

10. (a) To whom are the comfortin
id he give

Jesus “addressed? (b) What advice
about the future?
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‘Your heavenly Father feeds
the birds. Are you not worth
* more than they are?’

1L Most peo etho r%h are in Irne to
worr aout utu cr _When
wrong strans

urn arth to ovah
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Or expe %th 2 similar thl

caRpe t%r%ah ré téav”ah'”” eartovt\r/(r9
cries an thatme has thea rty t0 assist

Us In va |ous Ways.
ézAC ristian y|dow in southern Afrrca
had to e worgto

rovide O{h
oung children estrogg esire
0 Work on hala zrnor B
trme¥wth em. After She found a jo
Was Torce rsrﬂn rom 1t when' t
manager ecrde that he needed. aflI

time gecreta Out o{ work_again ttﬁ(r)sr

ﬁter [ eweearr]gtsgry hto ge ovah o
era;éed er to come hac IF] a
R LA

11, 12. How have some Christians felt that Je-
hovah helped them in response to their prayers?



Supplicate Jehovah

BPlease. note that after adwsmg
not be anxious qver anythin Pau ad s,

“but In everyth) ra
catlon a? n ythrhg lhyrﬂ< §|V|ng ;ﬁ
6t|t|ons nﬁde knownt
lans 4 m‘entton sulﬂohcatlo,n
hewr means earneste reaty,” or
It Involves |m orin

eseec In
d ver %Zﬁ'l\fwh as In time 0 reaﬁ

stresg en a R}n oner,
aske feIIo ttan to E uplo |ca
tion for fim sot ecou ear

reac te%oo” "ﬁ as an a N
a or in chal &p e5|an5618 20 Tj]
Romnatm offlcer ornel lusa Hoe

contin
ﬁ emust have be nwﬁenafn ?
“Your praavers an S0 Eﬂ?%
av ascene sareme rance befo
nd ow prvil Pd e was to p
ﬁn]on the first Gentifes anointed W|th
I% |r|t|—Acts 10tl4th ztt 44h48 :
s wor e that sych earnes
beseechln oFJyehova?ttsusuaH ?t done
ust once fin h

ermon | ﬁsuhéﬁHﬁ eep 0N as |(r)|US

an it will be give eep o seekin
o Wllf ep o |n

il § onene 10

Ma[ly Bif eversmns enctert |s

seek”. . . knock.” But the origina Greek
ﬁ%r%veys ‘the thought of continuous ac-

* In agreement with the precision of the New World

Tranilatton ofthe Holy Scriptures, Charles B. Williams
trapslates the verse: KeeEEl on as Hg k? pon
see ing ... keep on knocking, and thé door will open

ou."—The New Testame[n]t A Translation In the
La guage ofthe People.

13. (a) What is meant by “supplication™?
(b) hat Scriptural examples of supplication do
ave?

weé h
14, How can we know whether earnest beseech-
ing of Jehovah Is to be done only once?

5 hen Nehemiah was servm thePr
e W
[n 3 e(? Vytat |t was Be auseyhe
darne that ] ]eus was In a evas%at

t

ﬁondhtlon en aske

IS this ouar ge ecyre?”
8ntc t t“eHX ?e%tl hog/ﬁ?e]n? reqjgsteAgt

IR e e
Was raHte {Nehemtah y f—lwvetw

i

you see the les n|nt 1S for you?

Jehovah Answers
ccasion, Abraham en’|]o ed th

nw?e comm nicating %It eova
an es ne3|s
oes not 0 cur to
raham lac ed 0 eerftl:jo a| S t
@Ie—ann} ex e source op UI ance
Tt]) ery o%te thenhtbeca |ve us
nee or encouragement that we nee
ova hef:Pmﬂ us 10 recaI e desired

assage Ct? cordance or
E o] the mahX ﬂh p% (:cattons that
tov dtrou IS or ant

t|onc ste wer eta|
and e CI tJn er% ese pu |ons 1S
et no ?r invaluable aid In |ng the
eee Information.

171t we are troubled with a probIem or

15. (a) Why was Nehemiah gloom}i| whtle serv
ing wine to"King Artaxerxes
hemiah done more than offer a r|e prayer?
16. (a What special privilege did Abraham en-
h y? (b) What powerful aids 0o we have that can
e involved In answers to our prayers?
In what other ways may Jehovah answer our

rayerhsland how can Kind, sympathetic Chris-
ians help?
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feelmg sad or drscourage]d

pra ef ri I Ways too.

exa ible ta #t e Co rerqatron

or at aconventron of Jenovah'’s \Witrlesses

may ontain just the “medicine” we need.
tot 8 trm 5. ac atwrth anotherC rrs

tian will supply. what, we re uire
e%a/tro elde

answers {0 Qu [9

times con ers c n oﬁer e
8oura ement Or advice. Even u ﬁ unb ur
enrn§ our ahrts t0 @ mature, 1

symp thetrtc ristjan Who Is a ?
L el ki
gs us to reffgt %B? ft lftge
0ad 0 Omrterrnclhaya%e - r]eatrat EParover
5 1THessa omans

3rrous ms of depr
rH?n ring_these rrtca trmes%
eal with.” 2Trmotey People
comedrscourae and ecte ora arl-
o R e

ent]oung plt H

experience. Many hav thoug

18. What special activity can help Christians to
overcome blue perrods and how did this help a
young pioneer?

How Would You Reply?

O What factors may cause
Christians to be troubled?

O What can help us to overcome
anxiety?

0O Why can Christians be sure that
God will help them with their basic
needs?

O What does “supplication” mean,
and how do past examples
illustrate how Jehovah responds?

O In what different ways may
Jehovah answer our prayers?
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y(a ruit of Jiis rrrt—an ake you
eel qifferent, Galarans 22% Y0 %
joneer also found that kee rg usy |
ingdom work made her regljzé that “in
comparison with others” problems, [hers]
were very small and temporary.”

At times, a Iovg l?h sical condrtrog

pernaps crimpounde gyress%HIrenSogé proo

—ﬁ—

ems, can lead to a
ma cause one to wakeh at nigh (Hubled

{1 t
hrrsP %enquoa haldme%)or0 haeamt 1 agﬁ

el g

resseer e would cal ray 0 Jeh vah
3 1S SQ0N maﬁe nim feeI bett? He also
ound It soot repeat from mem-

In
ket
b Wi, el e

0 feplace
rrardrrtmttmtttprrtt.tl e
Pro blems with balance and calm F ? -
r)f? Qotvar t%aorvfehrcome them or feeling for-

Z)Thrs IS an example of how prayer can

*A temporary sad mood is different from severe,
pro onged depressron which Is a much more serigus
complex” emotional or mental condrtron See
AwakeI ot October 22, 1987, pages 3-

19. How did a Christian in poor health overcome
negative thoughts?

Why may response to prayer sometimes
seem delayed



bring a res But sometimes there  strengthening experjence that can lift us
mrﬁ pH nflndlngm solutlon from%espaqu gtgence How comtlort
erhaps answer ust await IS t0 nowt he hears and re-
God’s ue t| e I a earst at In some nslAs Paul wrot d;o econ re ation
Cases allows moners to eﬂ] ilip [fj We s offer ou ayers
onstraeth det e|r concern, the an supplications * aon wn t ksglv-
ntensny (f the|r |re t e enul eness f |anﬁ 5 Ha']
ot foer cevoton, Cne ot e s jﬂoud onen oui hecit athtu e 16
ad tha éBerleHce— Sam 8 ehovah and “In connectlo every-
compare2 rinthians 1

g ﬂlve anks,’ g ?sa onians
|21 a&/ event, to commupe with 5:1 %ontnbuetoacos% warm
Amlghty d in prayer is a faith- bonlan Wi hnn? Pteactet enext

article shows how an E
5wy nv,'gngss%geatgdg;'v'gengg fo De. one of Jenovahsservantsmtﬂese ftoubled, dan-
show appreciation? gerous times.

“May You Have Peace”

“Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them:
‘May you have peace.””—john 20:19.

46T HE whole world is lyi he pQ on almness fmln and heart.” Yet,
erovmw Ickeq 0 X’U%On g % i—le rew Wor geace (sha-lohm’)
It 1S ﬁve

Th|s Was true |n 8hns al)[/] an the Greek wor (e| en)have an even
more agparen toda the ﬁp INg  wider meaning, They a o enote welfare
Increas (n gersona V|0Je ﬁe tefrorism,  as in the {) mg ords, “Go In %ace
s, and_ corrption, Johis n glrehd ;1Samuel 17987 Like 70 885 i
statemepdlalso rufes put an hoeo i Ins Us 10 appreciate Jesus’ loving con-
qt ﬁ{ ace uma avotr € cern for his disc| P}le% unnqthe traumatic
fe)ad%r A ope Qaemna enod surrounding his death

eaces’m i tha itk Jesus |e on riday, Nisan 14, in the
peact, —sala 3 ear33C§ Sunday |san1 e'Was

ey

b OWGVﬁf e Woggt neacjzsecnaan i C%?H{?1 ot 3&;&8@ ey
a[ he fingd them

War, 50 canalr)] menta] or spirl- Ih H ‘? ?
tual cotndmon marked % %t rom eV\ﬁeere e If;] dePsCtan 0 (iors w%érle
AGUIEEING Or OppTESIVE FOUGNS Oremo- anxmus arfu&J But Jesus sa¥d I\/Yay you

1. Why are man’s efforts to bring world peace
doome to fail? 3, How did Jesus show deep concern for his
2. What does the word “peace” imply, especially dISCIE)|eS after his resurrection, and with what
in Hebrew and Greek? ff
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4 \f/ ﬁ ’é]end ln%atm Yg fo our fetling o keep our
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(e conaians ar E”d gggnoﬁa oW gﬁﬁ certamy i e of e Xod glhs an
eart@] E]y Qeeqp 3/ 0se 0 t e great s \I,\éh was PauA sure. that “the peace of God”
4. How can Jehovah’s people maintain peace of %OUWhyuallsr |t0l</r|tafat%tsestabllsh and maintain a
mind and heart in these critical times? warm, ‘intimate bond with our Creator?

16 THE WATCHTOWER-FEBRUARY 15, 1988



nts made ayaj

ble b
er—ames 7” your

ther s ch actors.
erent. It IS
ecrrcums ances, nor
rom uman_ahl

UC flon or

o %tjs ot y

oes It resu

ﬁqemanates LWG

gns47| th
N un erstan
often .amaze
Istians face sen
arm or even deat
ern exam
Q5W|tnes,se

i tran
where Sn
a lon o oca

le of this was one of
who wai“c

Ircs W re accuse f

he wom N a
the men T e Wrt
e words to de
m w |ch We

c ar at%pen Y

crl ethe man

) cern Was
who a survrved

06s answer Ihe
%Ogra (er%
et e frue one

(a), On what is “the peace of
and how does it ‘excel all thought’? (b
such peace exemplified in the case of 0

|nt atc S€ rema
Witnesses emust

9In thesechult mes anﬁ/ Ch |s
Pans av ems t 9? e

rgnLtJSIIIqate e rlnsrcnortﬂrfsggo”r ugenonvevyrtit?
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1 Arthur was one’who deepl
t t) rﬁflgrl e\%gueatronleof eﬁpe ether ané]s
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%Ers Tl A
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romise bt far
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Wrt |s teet oc ed out, lower jaw
dislocated. bo eae raw as
”Fn”tt a ar mnrﬁ rot lé?r

ance m aer
ealsot‘}ﬁ rFeeprane orsprnt al food

9. What effect can reading the Bible and medi-
tatrnl_? on it have?

| ow could berng able to recall scriptures be
a blessin
11, Howgdrd a brother in the Netherlands man-
ifest a need for spiritual food?
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She Learned It to Be True

During World War Il the Nazis sent Elsa Abt's husband to
Sachsenhausen concentration camg because of his

Christian preaching. Then in May 1

42, the Gestapo came

to her home, took away her little daughter and sent Elsa to
work and suffer in various camps. She gives this personal

testimony:

“My years in German concentration camps taught me an
outstanding lesson. It is, how greatly Jehovah’s stt can

strengthen you when you are under extreme trial!

Before |

was arrested, | had read a sister’s letter that said that under
severe trial Jehovah’s spirit causes a calmness to come over

\éou | thought that she must have been exaggeratin

a bit.

ut when I'went through trials myself, | knew that what she
had said was true. It really happens that way. It's hard to
imagine it, if you have not experienced it. Yet it really
happened to me. Jehovah helps.”

arﬁi sked the guard fo Latr the
cell ropene anda recV\iaSt

|n in er J8X| y tW “oh 0 eas nt
Words 0 truth y W ¥nyself0 gettﬁlg
stronger spiritually.”™

Godly Peace Will Safe%uard You
]2Jehovah peréornyses th%turlsn ré%age “Will
uard
E v thtgplans4a}]% 15 1S S0 vﬂal'p%
eart'Is t seall otivatio emo-
|on nthe ast days, our earts can
easr be we ened by_Tear or anrle
e dr 0.Wrong: hegenev\? ;[)]a ern
eten rat| |I¥ ave o
our uar cons an na

qm nto
nee hearts W must a(\{
our ™ é) ers r%ng I
recte throug an his
CoN re

(ﬁ or |n to . Ving, fhe Gree
wor noema ren ered “menta POWErS

* See the 1986 Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses,
pages 154-7.

12. Why is there a special need for us to guard
our hearts and mental powers?

3. What benefits can come from having our
mental powers guarded?
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15. What part does Jesus play in our having
“the peace of God™?

16. What counsel did PauI grve that can help us
to retain “the peace of G
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17. What has often happened regarding Jeho-
vah rovision of sex?

hy are the hearts of some not yet steady,
and to what may this lead?
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19. What must we do to avoid drifting away?
20. What should anyone who comnlits gross
wrongdoing do?

aiwozi uSua

20 THE WATCHTOWER-FEBRUARY 15, 1988

F 5 eear { \ve_may never
97? s%ou }I-}(ebrewsaz (\?Sotosee 25-28
ot er aCSf

are 2 Sam

it v
anw oﬁ IIr1pe to GFLOUSSaInyCOH ess
%t toOJe ova and I e fers who
&% Emé) %Diapnesh‘fﬂ B en a
ersoP 0 has os} Pmtu alance on
aturep%erc}/ path 0 rlsees help from

ers, he will not continue to
av a troug]ed ‘conscience or be without

eae

||I e it is to eon of
Jeﬁlov dlc (\f tnes (P
aroun§ gs this sata

ecomm mvg?es tW|FIals<c|)g
Pssa an eare “faint out 0
ear an x the h|n S comin

|ted eart

upon the da e ca
[dlse our hea because we an %ur
“Oeliverance IS getting neafr Luke
T? Show’ how grateH e are tﬂ
Jeho h Irh|s eace”. . . that excels a
Fan iy t Us do our utmost to serve

“the ve ce "—Ro-
mans 15 33 1%ormt Qaqn

21, What cause for deep grat|tude to Jehovah do
wethave today, and what ‘should be our determi-
nation?

Points for Review

O How does “the peace of God”
help us today, and how does it ‘excel
all thought'?

O What factors enable us to retain
peace of mind?

O What subtle danger threatens
many Christians today, and to what
may it lead?

O If a Christian commits a serious
sin, what should he do?



Insighton the News

“Our Father...”

“Women around the country
have been telling fellow worship-
ers that it bothers them to use
exclusively male language (‘Our
Father who art in Heaven’) in
worship services,” reports the
Minneapolis Star and Tribune. “It
makes them feel like second-
class citizens, the women say,
and they can't relate to a male
deity.” Supporting the issue, the
administrative board of the Unit-
ed Methodist Church in Minneap-
olis, Minnesota, U.S.A., voted in
favor of a new list of expressions
to be used by parishioners when
referring to God during prayer,
worship services, and other
church activities.

Some nongender expressions
prepared by the church board
are “source of peace, source of
mercy, steadfast and loving one,
strength of our life,... mind of the
universe, . .. high and holy one.”
Use of these expressions will be
encouraged as an alternative to
male pronouns as well as terms
like Lord, King, and Father, which
ascribe masculinity to God.

However, rejecting the Biblical
use of masculine references to
God is without precedent. Short-
ly before his death, Jesus, God's
only-begotten Son, specifically
used the Aramaic word Abba,
meaning “Father,” when praying
to Jehovah God. (Mark 14:36)
Similarly, the apostle Paul used
this word to convey the intimate
relationship  between spirit-
anointed Christians and their
heavenly Father, Jehovah. (Ro-
mans 8:15; Galatians 4:6) If,
therefore, Jesus taught his disci-
ples to pray saying, “Our Father
in the heavens,” should not all
Christians today do the same?
— Matthew 6:9.

Churches in Debt

After a synod meeting of the
Dutch Reformed Church in the
northern Transvaal, South Africa,
it was reported that the church’s
134 congregations were in debt
to the sum of R13,890,000
($6,667,000, U.S.). Commenting
on the problem, an editorial in
the Afrikaans newspaper Beeld
asked: “Does the fault, however,
not sometimes lie with the minis-
ter and the church council?” The
newspaper explains: “It often
happens that the deacon regu-
larly comes around on a monthly
house call to collect money, while
the minister is conspicuous by
his absence and the elder is a
stranger in his area. Are church
members, in such instances, to
be blamed for gaining the impres-
sion that the church is interested
only in their money, not in their
spiritual well-being?”

In contrast, the ministry of Je-
sus and his disciples laid empha-
sis on spiritual giving. (Matthew
10:8) While appreciative listen-
ers often came to their aid by
voluntarily supplying basic needs
such as food and accommoda-
tions, neither Jesus nor his dis-
ciples sought material benefits.
(Luke 10:5-9) As the apostle
Paul stated: “l have coveted no
man’s silver or gold or apparel.”
Instead, he admonished true min-
isters of God to “let [their] man-
ner of life be free of the love of
money.” His visits from house to
house were made so that he
could ‘bear witness about repen-
tance toward God and faith in our
Lord Jesus.’ (Acts 20:20, 21,33;
Hebrews 13:5) It was the reli-
gious leaders of the day who
were described by Bible writer
Luke as being “money lovers.”
— Luke 16:9-15.

Wrong
Entertainment

Just for fun, German pupils in
Lahnstein began to induce occult
spirits to speak by means of a
drinking glass moving from letter
to letter, “writing” a message.
What was the result?

“Fifteen-year-olds, afraid to go
alone to the bathroom, chatter
confusedly about demons. At
night, youngsters want to sleep
with their parents,” reports Ger-
man newspaper Rhein-Zeitung.
Panic broke out among many of
those who “in hush-hush meet-
ings called on spirits and finally
on ‘Lucifer.”” Commenting on the
children’s reaction “when ‘Lucifer’
supposedly got in contact with
them,” one teacher observed:
“Even the most frenzied children
suddenly became very subdued.
They were terror-struck.” Fol-
lowing the experience, the city’s
juvenile center prohibited such
“games,” and parents were
asked not to leave their fright-
ened children alone.

According to the paper, “the
occult wave is spilling over into
movies, TV, and records.” Yet,
dabbling in the occult for en-
tertainment did not provide the
German pupils of Lahnstein the
fun they expected. Why not?
Because the Bible informs us
that the Devil is crafty and “is
misleading the entire inhabited
earth.” It connects the Devil's
effectiveness on earth with
“woe.” Satan and his “wicked
spirit forces” (the demons)
should be regarded seriously
as a real spiritual danger, and
avoided.— Revelation 12:9, 12;
Ephesians 6:11, 12; compare
Acts 19:19.
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The “Divine Justice”
District Conventions

WHAT a great deal of suffering there is in the
world due to a lack of justice! Widespread
abuse of power on the part of some political
rulers has resulted in much unjust suffering.
Greedy commercial interests oppress people,
resulting in much hardship. Then there is the
oppression of religious leaders today who are
like their counterparts in Jesus’ day, and of
whom he said: “They bind up heavy loads and
put them upon the shoulders of men, but they
themselves are not willing to budge them with
their finger.” (Matthew 23:4) There is also much
abuse of power and resultant injustice within
family circles.

History shows that it would be futile to look
to imperfect men, however well-meaning these
might be, to remedy such matters. But there
exists in the heavens the Supreme Being and
Judge, Jehovah. He is the God of justice. Right-
ly, Moses sang: “The Rock, perfect is his activ-
ity, for all his ways are justice. A God of faithful-
ness, with whom there is no injustice; righteous
and upright is he.”— Deuteronomy 32:4.

Jehovah has long tolerated all the injustices
of this world, but he will not do so for all time.
There is an appointed time for him to act, and
then the prophecy found at Isaiah 14:4-7 will be
fulfilled, which promises that all manner of tyr-
anny will cease and ‘the whole earth will come to
rest.’

Because of their firm faith in these prophetic
promises, Jehovah’'s Witnesses delight to pro-
claim far and wide that soon Jehovah will bring
an end to all oppression, unrighteousness, and
injustice by ushering in complete Kingdom rule.
Then no one will cause any harm or ruin, for ‘the
whole earth will be filled with the knowledge of
Jehovah as the waters are covering the very
sea.'— lIsaiah 11:9.

To strengthen our faith in Jehovah’s righteous

judgments, the 1988 district conventions will
have the theme “Divine Justice.” Stressing this
theme will not only spur us on in making known
our hope for divine justice but also encourage us
to act in harmony with divine justice in all our
dealings.

As Jehovah's servants, all of us know that
because of the transgression of our first par-
ents, our inclination is toward selfishness, to-
ward injustice. So we will appreciate the fine
information that we will receive by means of
Bible lectures, demonstrations, interviews, and
dramas that will underscore the need to uphold
divine justice. This is in keeping with the com-
mand at Micah 6:8, ‘to exercise justice, love
kindness, and be modest in walking with our
God.’ This makes for harmony, contentment, and
joy; it also helps to further the preaching of the
good news in all the earth.

An outstanding feature of these conventions
will be that a number of cities will be tied in for
special talks by members of the Governing Body
of Jehovah's Witnesses. For these conventions
missionaries throughout the world will have
transportation provided for them; this will also
enable them to visit with their families again.

Jehovah willing, the “Divine Justice” District
Conventions will begin Thursday at 1:30 p.m.
and will conclude at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday. Let us
arrange our affairs to be on hand when the
program begins and plan to stay until the closing
song and prayer every day. Come with * good
spiritual appetite and equipped to take notes. Be
assured that Jehovah has in store for us “a
banquet” of good things that will strengthen and
stimulate us for the work ahead.— Isaiah 25:6;
Song of Solomon 2:4.

Yes, let each one come determined to get the
greatest possible spiritual blessing from the “Di-
vine Justice” District Conventions.

Convention Locations

United States
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(Continued onpage 30)
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Convention Locations (Continued)
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Questions From Readers

1 God’s people are supposed to ‘care for those who are their own,

)

so how could Abraham just send Hagar and Ishmael off into the

wilderness?

It is both loving and fitting for
God's servants to care for needy
family members. Concerning
Christian parents, the apostle
Paul wrote: “Certainly if anyone
does not provide for those who
are his own, and especially for
those who are members of his
household, he has disowned the
faith and is worse than a person
without faith.”— 1 Timothy 5:8.

We can be sure that Abraham’s
course was not contrary to the
spirit of such godly counsel, for he
is set as an example of true faith,
being “Jehovah’s friend.”— James
2:23; Hebrews 11:8-19.

God promised a blessing
through Abraham'’s seed, or heir.
When Sarah had become elderly
and was still barren, she urged
Abraham to produce a son
through her Egyptian maidser-
vant Hagar. Later, when Hagar
was pregnant, she began to act
so insolently toward Sarah that it
could be described as “violence,”
or a malicious wrong against
Abraham'’s beloved wife. (Exodus
23:1; 2 Samuel 22:49; Psalm
11:5) Abraham let Sarah put Ha-
gar in her place, whereupon Ha-

gar ran away to the wilderness,
perhaps heading back to Egypt.
The account does not say that
she took provisions with her, so
she may have known that she
could obtain food and water at
other encampments, such as
from Bedouin groups.— Genesis
12:1-3,7; 16:1-6.

An angel intervened and told
Hagar that she should return, that
she would have many descen-
dants, and that her son Ishmael's
‘hand would be against everyone.’
(Genesis 16:7-12) Not too many
years later, Ishmael proved to be
against young lIsaac, Abraham’s
true heir born to Sarah. Ishmael
began to ‘poke fun’ at, or
abuse, Isaac. This was
more serious than sibling ri-
valry. God’s Word identifies
it as “persecuting” Abra-
ham’s divinely foretold
seed. So firm action was fit-
ting.— Genesis 21:1-9; Ga-
latians 4:29-31.

Jehovah told Abraham to
heed his wife’s stand on
what needed to be done,
to ‘drive out Hagar and her
son.’ Though Abraham was

Wadi Zin, a dry river valley south of Beer-sheba

not pleased with the prospect
of Hagar's leaving with his son,
Abraham did make material pro-
visions for them. In possible con-
trast to the previous time when
Hagar went into the wilderness,
this time she left with a supply of
bread (perhaps implying various
foods) and water— provided by
Abraham. She evidently got lost
somewhere “in the wilderness of
Beer-sheba,” and her supplies ran
out before she found one of the
wells in the area. But her predica-
ment was not to Abraham'’s dis-
credit, for he had made ‘provi-
sions for those who were his own,
even in the face of misconduct
that required their dismissal from
the household.— Genesis 21:
10-21.

Based on a map copyrighted by Pictorial Archive
(Near Eastern History) Est. and Survey of Israel



QLILSE:

boon!"

The head of a depart-
ment at a school in Dur-
ban, South Africa, said
that he re?ularly reads
the Awake/ Because of
the magazine's educational
value on so many sub{j)ects,
he asked if he could obtain
a year's supply. When an
Awake! bound volume was
brought to him, he ex-
claimed: "This is a teacher's
boon! I am going to tell
all my teachers that this is
what each of them should
have in their library."

The man requested that
at the end of each year, a
bound volume of the mag-
azines be brought to him.
When told that the vol-
umes are $6, he exclaimed:
"That's very reasonable for
all the wonderful articles in
here! The ones on dealing
with children and how to
communicate with them
are really helpful. In fact,
all the articles are informa-
tive and a delight to read."
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