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“What a grand book! Stranger than its contents for me is its
manner of expression, where the word becomes virtually a natural
product like a tree, like a flower, like the sea, like the stars, like man
himself. It sprouts, it flows, it shines, it laughs, one knows not how,
one knows not why, one finds everything so completely natural. It is
truly God’s Word, in contrast to other books that testify of only
human wisdom.”— The 19th-century German poet and journalist
Heinrich Heine’s comments about the Bible.
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If You Find a Bible “Contradiction,”
Could It Be That:

¢ You are unaware of certain
historical facts or ancient customs?

¢ You have failed to take the context
into consideration?

¢ You have overlooked the writer’s
viewpoint?

¢ You are trying to reconcile mistaken
religious ideas with what the Bible
really says?

¢ You are using an inexact or
outdated Bible translation?
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Jesus Gives a Lesson in Humility

FTER healing the demonized boy
in the region near Caesarea Phi-
lippi, Jesus wishes to return home

ter can bring the matter up, Jesus asks:
“What do you think, Simon? From whom
do the kings of the earth receive duties

to Capernaum. However, he wants todse head tax? From their sons or from
lone with his disciples on the trip the strangers?”

that he can further prepare them for his
death and their responsibilities after-
ward. “The Son of man is to be deliv-
ered into men’s hands,” he explains to
them, “and they will kill him, but, despite
being killed, he will rise three days lat-
er.”
Even though Jesus spoke
earlier about this, and
three apostles actually
saw the transfiguration
during which his “de-
parture” was dis-
cussed, his follow-
ers are still without
understanding re-
garding the matter.
Although none of
them try to deny that
he will be killed, as
Peter did earlier, they
are afraid to question
him further about it.
Eventually they come into
Capernaum, which has been a
kind of home base during Jesus’ minis-
try. It is also the hometown of Peter and
a number of other apostles. There, men
who collect the temple tax approach
Peter. Perhaps attempting to involve
Jesus in some breach of accepted cus-
tom, they ask: “Does your teacher not
pay the two drachmas [temple] tax?”
“Yes,” Peter responds.
Jesus, who may have arrived at the
house shortly afterward, is aware of
what has occurred. So even before Pe-

8 THE WATCHTOWER-FEBRUARY 1, 1988

“From the strangers,” Peter answers.
“Really, then, the sons are tax-free,”
Jesus observes. Since Jesus’ Father is
the King of the universe, the One who is
worshiped at the temple, it is not really
a legal requirement for God’'s Son to
pay the temple tax. “But that we do
not cause them to stumble,”
Jesus says, “you go to
the sea, cast a fishhook,
and take the first fish
coming up and, when
you open its mouth,
you will find a sta-
ter [four drachmas]
coin. Take that and
give it to them for

me and you.”
When the disci-
ples get together af-
ter their return to Ca-
pernaum, perhaps at
Peter's house, they ask:
“Who really is greatest in
the kingdom of the heavens?”
Jesus knows what it is that prompts
their question, being aware of what was
going on among them as they trailed
behind him on their return from Caesa-
rea Philippi. So he asks: “What were
you arguing over on the road?” Embar-
rassed, the disciples keep silent, for
they had argued among themselves

over who is greater.

After nearly three years of Jesus’
teaching, does it seem incredible that
the disciples would have such an argu-



merit? Well, it reveals the strong influence of human
imperfection, as well as of religious background.
The Jewish religion in which the disciples had been
reared stressed position or rank in all dealings. Fur-
thermore, perhaps Peter, because of Jesus’ promise
of receiving certain “keys” to the Kingdom, felt supe-
rior. James and John may have had similar ideas
because of being favored with witnessing Jesus’
transfiguration.

Whatever the case, Jesus stages a moving dem-
onstration in an effort to correct their attitudes. He
calls a child, stands it in their midst, puts his arms
around it, and says: “Unless you turn around and
become as young children, you will by no means

JeSUS’ Ministry

enter into the kingdom of
the heavens. Therefore,
whoever will humble him-
self like this young child is
the one that is the great-
est in the kingdom of the
heavens; and whoever re-
ceives one such young
child on the basis of my
name receives me also.”
What a marvelous way
to correct his disciples! Je-
sus does not become an-
gry with them and call
them haughty, greedy, or
ambitious. No, but he il-
lustrates his corrective
teaching by using young
children, who are char-
acteristically modest, free
from ambition, and gener-
ally have no thought of
rank among themselves.
Thus Jesus shows that his
disciples need to develop
these same qualities that
characterize humble chil-
dren. As Jesus concludes:
“He that conducts himself
as a lesser one among all
of you is the one that is
great.” Matthew 17:22-27;
18:1-5; Mark 9:30-37;
Luke 9:43-48.
+ On the return to Capernaum,

what teaching does Jesus re-
peat, and how is it received?

' Wh}; is Jesus not obligated to
pay the temple tax, but why
does he pay it?

+ What perhaps contributed to
the disciples’ argument, and
how did Jesus correct them?

THE WATCHTOWER— FEBRUARY 1, 1988



The Universal
That Involves

Court Case

You

“Bring your controversial case forward,’

says Jehovah. ‘Produce your arguments.

— ISAIAH 41:21.
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12. In what way did Belshazzar mock Jehovah?
13. What did Jehovah cause Daniel to say to
Belshazzar?

Assyria’s gods and their
adherents were dealt a
crushing blow by the true God

12 THE WATCHTOWER-FEBRUARY 1, 1988



achallen 0 him in the name of B

e . o ttratrtbaroeb

? azzar an to g/ 0 Were presem

DanreI el Jehovas odshi
azzar U have not hu

eart arnstt Lord
havens u axate oyrse

aw mere gods of Silver

t

ti rgeoli bae?erron Woud anghstone
i

nowrng nno% e L but earrng
|n wb ge hand F breatl!r ?s and to Wbom
|e obr %Vrt‘t eon% 3/vou have not glor-

ewehn anreI ellsrvered J%bﬁvatltns mei
bﬁg Zar ang \@/a woulagbe ov rthirown
Y e Meaes arq the erg that very

(Trrt]rt' gj anreIS 427{1 Did this roPhec

s, In that ver
fnds e i

niel é ain, a
t%ypt nr? gsyrra nggvah (P? eri {0 be

true God, "the
romrrses GPds ervants bene?rted P

Ere [elfase rmca tivity and re-
b !

osew 0 per-
sisted in fowrng alse gorr S came to di-
saster,

Prophecies for Our Time
bThe prophet Isaiah was inspired to

14. How did Jehovah demonstrate that he was
the true God?

15. g) What feature do many Bible prophecies
have? {b) To what do we also refer when we use
the word “god™?

Daniel delivered Jehovah’s
message to the worshipers
of Babylon’s false gods
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16. What gods do people of the nations, includ-
ing Christéndom, worship today?
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]8Th Imt%ht God identifies who hg IS:
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17. To what does the greater fulfillment of Isa-
1ah’s message point?

18. How does almighty God identify himself,
and what does he promise his worshipers?

i %tta%eta o

Review Questions

O What is the issue of universal
sovereignty?

0O What gods of the nations are
involved in the issue today?

O What outcome of three test
cases shows Jehovah's superiority
over false gods?

O How does Isaiah show that
Jehovah will settle matters in our
day?

O What questions need to be
answered about the adherents of
all religions today?
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19, 20. (a) How does_lIsaiah show that there s
an Appointed time for Jehovah to settle matters?
(b) Whom does Jehovah bring forth in these ast
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Will You Be a Witness
for the True God?
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7. What does the history of this century tell us
about the religions of this world?

8. How do observers comment on religious fail-
ure in our time?
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Inour century about a hundred million
people have been Kkilled in wars supported
by the religions of this world
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9. Why should we not follow “valueless gods™
10. Are the adherents of this world’s religions
witnesses for the true God?
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16. How do others help identify the true wit-
nesses of God?

17, 18. What recent example shows how perse-
cution can add to the Kingdom witness?
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19. What do honesthearted persons need to do if
they Want to worship the true God?

¥ IS it urgent to abandon false gods
now and not be mere’bystanders?
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Review Questions

O What challenge does the true God
issue to false gods?

O By what dependable rule can we
distinguish true worship from false
worship?

O What fruitage shows the gods of
this world to be as valueless as
ancient ones?

0O What fine fruitage must witnesses
for the true God be producing, and
who is manifesting it?

O Why is it urgent to take action
now to abandon false worship?



Kingdom Proclaimers Report

Persistence

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES
take very seriously their divine
commission to preach the good
news of God's Kingdom. (1 Co-
rinthians 9:16; Acts 20:26, 27)
A couple in France felt the force
of this commission to reach
everyone with the good news. In
their territory was a hostel
that kept political refugees and
young foreign workers. The
couple explain: “We wondered
how we could ever get inside
unless invited in by someone
that lived there. So we decided
to contact people just outside
and possibly get an invitation to
visit them on the inside. A young
man eagerly accepted the mag-
azines and asked to be visited.

“We visited this young man,
and a study was immediately
started. Each time a friend of
his was present, but the friend
never said a word. When, at the

in Their Divine Commission

end of the second study, we
asked if he too would like to
learn more about God’'s Word,
he replied: Why not?’ Thus a
second study was started. We
invited them to the meetings
from the start, and they have
not missed one since. Their
progress was very evident, es-
pecially at the hostel, where
they immediately started talk-
ing about the things they were
learning, resulting in a third
study being started with a cou-
ple. One day the whole group
was in the entrance, ready to
leave for the meeting, when an-
other friend decided to come
along too. She was very en-
thusiastic and wanted her boy-
friend to learn all about it. Both
started studying.

“Up to then five studies were
being conducted. Each was like
a meeting! Everyone attended

everyone else’s study, and new
ones joined in too. They all
talked about the truth, and as a
result, a sixth study was start-
ed with another man, who also
started attending meetings and
witnessed to his girlfriend.

“Of course, all of this was a
marvelous witness in the hostel.
It was not easy for these young
people to put on the new per-
sonality. They had to overcome
smoking, alcoholism, violence,
loose morals, and bad compa-
ny. Satan saw to it that former
friends tried to hinder their
progress, enticing them to
smoke or have noisy parties.
One of the interested men was
engaged to a girl who belonged
to a cult. She tried to turn him
away from the truth. However,
she eventually started studying
and since then has made good
progress.

“According to the latest
news,” report the couple, “one
of the young men went to prison
for his stand on neutrality. In
less than a year, six others were
baptized, five of whom immedi-
ately entered the auxiliary pio-
neer service. Out of the whole
group, six are now regular
pioneers, with special-pioneer
work as their goal.”

How richly rewarded this cou-
ple were for their persistence in
carrying out their divine com-
mission to search for sheeplike
ones! Jehovah certainly blessed
their faithful efforts. While we
may not have such outstanding
experiences, we always want to
carry out faithfully our divine
commission to preach the good
news of the Kingdom.— Mat-
thew 24:14.
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The Great
World Powers
of Bible History
March to

Their End!

AN you imagine history written in advance? ‘Impos-
C sible,’ you say? Yet, there is a book that really did
tell history in advance— hundreds, sometimes even
thousands of years before the events occurred! That
book is the Bible.

The Bible not only reported ancient events with ac-
curacy but in a most amazing way it even foretold the
major outline of world history as it would affect God'’s
people, from the time of ancient Babylon, more than
2,500 years ago, down to and even beyond our present
day.

Daniel, a prophet who lived in the sixth century be-
fore our Common Era, was given four separate revela-
tions that dealt with the future of world history. Where
did he get his information? Said Daniel: “There exists a
God in the heavens who is a Revealer of secrets.”
(Daniel 2:28) Archaeologists, uncovering the remains
left by ancient world powers, have found astounding
proof of the truthfulness both of the history and of the
prophecy found in the Bible.

Two of the great world powers of Biblical history,
Egypt and Assyria, existed long before Daniel’s time.
Babylon was ruling in Daniel's day, and the names of the
succeeding two world powers were revealed to the
prophet. (Daniel 2:47, 48; 8:20, 21) Two others would
follow these, bringing us up to the present time.

How Many?

According to the Bible, how many of such world
powers would there be? The answer was given to the
aged apostle John and shows where we are in the
stream of time. An angel told John: “There are seven
kings: five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet
arrived.”— Revelation 17:10.

What five world powers had already come and gone
by John’s day? Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia,
and Greece. Which one still existed? Rome. And which
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power had “not yet arrived”? The
Anglo-American World Power of our
day. These are the world powers
with which God’s people, ancient and
modern, have been primarily con-
cerned.

An especially important fact is
this: There was to be a succession
of only seven such world powers!
A contemporaneous eighth power,
which would include remnants of the
seven, was foretold to exist for a
short time during the days of the
seventh. (Revelation 17:10, 11) This
means that we are living during the
time of the last of the great world
powers ruled by man. There will be
no more!

Soon now, the world powers will
have had their day. Daniel prophe-
sied that these human systems will
be crushed and ‘carried away by the
wind.’ (Daniel 2:35) What will replace
them? Something far better! Daniel
reports: “In the days of those kings
the God of heaven will set up a king-
dom that will never be brought to
ruin. ... It will crush and put an end
to all these kingdoms, and it itself
will stand to times indefinite,” for-
ever. (Daniel 2:44) So nothing less
than God’'s Kingdom will replace
these human world powers. What a
maghnificent improvement in world
rulership!

No doubt you know something
about the world powers. But would
further knowledge of their customs,
their religion, and their relationship
with God’s people and Bible prophe-
cy help you to understand more
about mankind’s history in the light of
the Scriptures?

Yes, indeed. So we are pleased to
publish, starting with this issue, a
series of eight articles dealing with
the world powers. These articles
should help to convince you that the
history related in the Bible is reliable
and trustworthy. They should also
strengthen your faith in the fact that
the Bible’'s prophecies are faithful
and true!
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“AWord Spoken at the Right Time”

“As apples of gold in silver carvings is aword
spoken at the right time for it,” says Proverbs
25:11. Our thoughtful words and kind deeds can
gently nudge arighteous person’s heart along
the pathway of Jehovah'’s approval. Something
that we may have said or done, even years ago,
may still be fondly remembered by another
person. For example, while visiting a
congregation, acircuit overseer and his wife
were the guests of a newly baptized sister. The
circuit overseer’s wife sent a thank-you note in
appreciation for the hospitality shown. More
than seven years later, she received the
following letter:

“Ifelt Ijust had to write and tell you of the help
you have been to me over the years without your
really being aware of it.  had you and Jim over
for just alittle lunch, and you sent me a very nice
thank-you card. It was very warm, but it was the

I studied with my girls and tried to be a good wife.
But at times |wanted out, out of the truth, out of

the responsibilities— just out. But that scripture
you wrote would tug at my heart, and Iwould say
to myself, ‘How selfish of me,’ and keep going.

“No single thing in all those eight years had

such an effect on me, and Iwanted to tell you
about it. Besides the scripture, Ithought how nice

it was that someone as busy as you would take the

time to thank me for doing something that | should

be doing.

“Oh, yes— the scripture— 2 John 8.

“Sandra”

Today, Sandra’s husband is baptized and joins
her as a publisher of the good news. One of their

two daughters is a regular pioneer, and the other
daughter has been auxiliary pioneering since her

recent graduation from high school.
Finally, what does 2 John 8 say? “Look out for

scripture that reached my heart, and | never
forgot it. This was in 1976.1was the only one in
my family that really was interested in the truth.

afull reward.”

yourselves, that you do not lose the things we
have worked to produce, but that you may obtain

Questions From Readers

1 Why do so few of Jehovah’s Witnesses partake of the bread and
the wine at the yearly celebration of the Lord’s Evening Meal?

This is because Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, in contrast to the church-
es of Christendom, accept the
Bible’s teaching that a small
number of humans will gain heav-
enly life and the rest of God’s
faithful servants will be rewarded
with everlasting life on earth.

The churches have long taught
that heaven is the reward for all
who please God; the rest go to a
hellfire. The Bible says otherwise.
The Scriptures clearly show that
only some humans, such as the
apostles, will reign with Christ in
heaven. Jesus said that these are
a “little flock.” The Bible says that
they number 144,000. (Luke 12:
32; Revelation 14:3, 4) Many
who served Jehovah faithfully

and had his approval died be-
fore Jesus opened up the way
to heavenly life. (Matthew 11:11;
Hebrews 10:19-21) And after the
selection of the “little flock,” mil-
lions of others have become true
Christians. For all these loyal
ones not of the “little flock,” the
Bible holds out the prospect of
endless life in a restored earthly
paradise. (Psalm 37:20, 29; Rev-
elation 21:4, 5) But why do such
ones not also partake of the
bread and the wine? Jesus indi-
cated that partaking of the em-
blems during the Lord’'s Evening
Meal was only for those called to
life in heaven, those who are in
the new covenant.

Of course, faith in Jesus’ sacri-
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fice is vital for all who would gain
God’s forgiveness and everlast-
ing life, whether life in heaven or
life on a paradise earth. Christ
showed this at John 6:51-54: “I
am the living bread that came
down from heaven; if anyone
eats of this bread he will live for-
ever; the bread that | shall
give is my flesh in behalf of the
life of the world [of redeemable
mankind]... He that feeds on my
flesh and drinks my blood has
everlasting life.”

Yet, it is noteworthy that Jesus
addressed those words to more
than his disciples. A day after he
had miraculously fed thousands,
the crowd came to Jesus in the
area of Capernaum. This crowd
engaged him in the conversation
that included his words at John
6:51-54. So Jesus was not



speaking primarily to disciples
when he said that he was the
figurative “bread that came down
from heaven” that can provide
more enduring life prospects
than the manna that had been
eaten in the wilderness.—John
6:24-34.

In considering that ancient ex-
perience in the wilderness, recall
who had come out of Egypt into
the wilderness. It was ‘the sons
of Israel numbering six hundred
thousand able-bodied men on
foot, besides little ones, and a
vast mixed company.” (Exodus
12:37,38; 16:13-18) This “mixed
company” included Egyptians
who were married to Israelites
and other Egyptians who had
thrown in their lot with Israel.
Both the Israelites and the
“mixed company” needed manna
to stay alive. Did the “mixed com-
pany,” though, have the same
prospects as the lIsraelites? No,
they did not. Even though they
could worship among the Israel-
ites and could hope to enter the
Promised Land, they could never
be kings or priests under the Law
covenant. So eating the literal
manna in the wilderness did not
give everyone the same pros-
pects.

This is a distinction to remem-
ber as you reflect on what Jesus
said to his disciples about a year
after he spoke the words at John
6:51-54. On this later occasion,
Jesus was describing a new
practice involving actual bread
and wine that was to symbolize
his flesh and blood. While he was
instituting the celebration of the
Lord’'s Evening Meal, Jesus said
to his close followers: “This cup
means the new covenant by vir-
tue of my blood, which is to be
poured out in your behalf.” To the
same small group of apostles, he
added: “You are the ones that
have stuck with me in my trials;
and | make a covenant with you,
just as my Father has made a

covenant with me, for a kingdom,
that you may eat and drink at my
table in my kingdom, and sit on
thrones to judge the twelve tribes
of Israel.”—Luke 22:20, 28-30.

Observe from these later words
that the ones who were to eat the
actual bread and drink the actual
wine as emblems symbolizing Je-
sus’ body and blood were the
disciples in “the new covenant.”
Such ones would also be in an-
other covenant, one that Jesus
makes with them so that they
could share rulership ‘in his king-
dom.’ Clearly, Jesus was here re-
ferring to those who would be
‘made a kingdom and priests to
our God, to rule as kings over the
earth.” (Revelation 5:10) In the
first century, God began select-
ing the 144,000 who would share
in the heavenly Kingdom. Chris-
tians in Corinth were of that
group, for they were described as
ones who had “been sanctified in
union with Christ Jesus, called to
be holy ones.” (1 Corinthians 1:2;
compare Romans 1:7; 8:15-17.)
Such “holy ones” were to share in
the Lord’s Evening Meal, partak-
ing with appreciation of the em-
blematic bread and also the wine
meaning “the new covenant by
virtue of [his] blood.”— 1 Corinthi-
ans 11:23-26.

Today there remains alive on
earth only a small remnant of
those chosen by God for heaven-

ly life. Only such ones who are
in “the new covenant” are autho-
rized to partake of the emblems,
the bread and the wine, during
the annual Memorial celebration.

Of course, all true Christians
today who look forward to living
forever on earth under Kingdom
rulership know that this is possi-
ble by exercising faith in Jesus’
sacrifice. As Jesus told the
crowd, he is “the living bread that
came down from heaven.” (John
6:51) Yet, that does not mean
that those with the earthly hope
ought to partake of the literal Me-
morial emblems, for they are not
in “the new covenant,” nor are
they in the covenant with Jesus
to be ‘in his kingdom, sitting on
thrones.’

Consequently, this large group
with earthly hopes does not par-
take of the emblems, the bread
and the wine. But this in no way
reflects a lack of faith in or appre-
ciation for Jesus’ body and blood.
In fact, because of their deep ap-
preciation for his sacrifice and
the delightful earthly prospect
before them, they most definitely
are present each year as respect-
ful observers at the celebration of
the Lord’s Evening Meal. In this
way, they reflect their own faith
and give happy evidence that the
remnant of the “little flock” and
the multitudinous “other sheep”
are in warm unity.—John 10:16.
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Knowledge
That Brings
Inner Peace

A young woman from Ohio,
U.S.A., writes: “l was raised a Cath-
olic, attended a Methodist church
while in college, dated aJewish boy,
then married a Lutheran. | was nev-
er happy with any of these religions
that kept Changing with the times.’
I began reading the book You Can
Live Forever in Paradise on Earth,
hesitantly at first and admiring the
beautiful illustrations. | became en-
grossed and fervently read the last
half in four hours.”

The woman now says she thanks
God “for my new knowledge and
inner peace.”
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