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‘As the clock ticks away to Armageddon, the
Jehovah's Witnesses are stepping up their

activities to get as many of us as possible saved

from that dreaded destruction "— Edrtorral by
tan Boyne in “The Sunday Gleaner,” March 15,
1987, Kingston, Jamaica.
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\JeSUS’ Ministry

A Preview of Christ’s Kingdom Glory

ESUS has stopped en route to
Caesarea Philippi, and he is teach-
ing a crowd along with his apos-

On their way down the mountain the
next day, Jesus commands: “Tell the
vision to no one until the Son of man is

tles. He makes this startling announcexised up from the dead.” Elijah’'s ap-
ment to them: “Truly | say to you thpéarance in the vision raises a question

there are some of those standing here
that will not taste death at all until first
they see the Son of man coming in his
kingdom.”

‘What could Jesus mean?’ the disci-
ples must wonder. About a week later,
Jesus takes Peter, James, and John
along with him and they climb a lofty
mountain. Possibly it is night, since the
disciples are sleepy. While Jesus is
praying, he is transfigured before them.
His face begins to shine as the sun, and
his garments become brilliant as light.

Then, two figures, identified as “Mo-
ses and Elijah,” appear and start talking
to Jesus about his ‘departure that is to
occur at Jerusalem.’ The departure evi-
dently refers to Jesus’death and subse-
gquent resurrection. Thus, this conversa-
tion proves that his humiliating death is
not something to avoid, as Peter had
desired.

Fully awake now, the disciples watch
and listen with amazement. Although
this is a vision, it appears so real that
Peter begins to participate in the scene,
saying: “Lord, it is fine for us to be here.
If you wish, | will erect three tents here,
one for you and one for Moses and one
for Elijah.”

While Peter is speaking, a bright cloud
covers them, and a voice from the cloud
says: “This is my Son, the beloved,
whom | have approved; listen to him.” At
hearing the voice, the disciples fall on
their faces. But Jesus says: “Get up and
have no fear.” When they do, they see
no one except Jesus.

8 THE WATCHTOWER-JANUARY 1, 1988

in the disciples’ minds. “Why,” they ask,
“do the scribes say that Elijah must
come first?”

“Elijah has already come,” Jesus re-
sponds, “and they did not recognize
him.” Jesus, however, is speaking about
John the Baptizer, who fulfiled a role
similar to Elijah’s. John prepared the
way for the coming of Christ, as Elijah
did for Elisha.

How strengthening this vision proves
to be, both to Jesus and to the disciples!
The vision is, as it were, a preview of
Christ's Kingdom glory. The disciples
saw, in effect, the “Son of man coming
in his kingdom,” just as Jesus had prom-
ised a week earlier. After Jesus’ death,
Peter wrote about having ‘become eye-
witnesses of Christ's magnificence while
we were with him in the holy mountain.’

The Pharisees had demanded from
Jesus a sign to prove that he was the
one promised in the Scriptures to be
God’s chosen King. They were given no
such sign. On the other hand, Jesus’
intimate disciples are permitted to see
Jesus’transfiguration as confirmation of
the Kingdom prophecies. Thus, Peter
later wrote: “Consequently we have the
prophetic word made more sure.” Mat-
thew 16:28-17:13; Mark 9:1-13; Luke
9:27-37; 2 Peter 1:16-19.

+ How did some see Christ coming in his King-
dom before they tasted death?

+ In the vision, what did Moses and Elijah talk
about with Jesus?

+ Why was this vision such a strengthening aid
to the disciples?






“And | saw, and, look! a
white cloud, and upon the
cloud someone seated

like a son of man, with a
golden crown on his head
Im eO rveS and a sharp sickle in his
hand.”— REVELATION 14:14.
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1. What are some thrngs that have made this
century unique?

2. What event proghesred by Daniel was due to
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3. (a) Who is “the Ancient of Days,” and what
did e give to “someone like a Son of man™
(h) Who'is this one_“like a son of man,” and how
did the Jewish religious leaders respond when
Jesus made this identification?
4, Wh en did Jesus receive the crown of king-
ship, and despite what opposition?
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10. (a) By what means is “the harvest of the
earth” being reaped? (b) Who onIy are cooperat-
ing with the angels in this work?
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already been gathered.
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Can You Explain?

O What is the major event thus far
in this 20th century?

O What is “the harvest of the
earth,” and how is it being
gathered?

O What are some characteristics
of Jehovah’s “sheep”?

O How does the annual report
show Jehovah’s blessing on the
harvesting work?

O Why is the preaching work
urgent?



Kingdom Proclaimers Report
Witness Schoolchildren Commended

ARE you, as a student in
school, timid about speaking out
in behalf of your faith? The ex-
periences below reveal that
these young Witnesses were
not afraid to uphold their Chris-
tian faith and were commended
for doing so.

O At a school in Australia, the
students were assigned to write
an essay on Christmas, but the
teacher said to an 11-year-old
Witness: “I know you are one
of Jehovah’s Witnesses, so you
cannot write about Christmas
celebrations. You can write a
different essay on the ‘History
of Christmas.’”” The young sis-
ter compiled the essay, using
appropriate information from
the Society’s publications and
other reference books. To the
astonishment of the class, the
teacher commented that the in-
formation was excellent and
historically accurate. “Out of all

the essays | have received,
yours is the best in the class,”
stated the teacher. As a result,
the young Witness placed one
School brochure, 15 magazines,
one Youth book, and two Live
Forever books with her teacher
and fellow students.

O In another school in Aus-
tralia, eight Witness children
were supervised by a substitute
teacher each afternoon for the
final three weeks of school,
since they did not participate in
Christmas activities. She later
commented to the mother of
some of the children: “The part
| played was only small. Quite a
few of the teachers have come
in and asked how things are
going. I've said to them: ‘It
doesn't matter what you think of
their religion and the way they
withdraw from certain activities,
this is the best bunch of chil-
dren I've ever worked with.”” A

few weeks later when contact-
ed in the house-to-house minis-
try, she said: “By the way, did
you pass on what | said about
the children at school? | want
everybody to know.”

O From the United States
comes this experience of one
17-year-old senior in high
school whose law class was
deeply involved in a discussion
over the rights connected with
freedom of religion and the sep-
aration of Church and State.
Two of the cases involved Jeho-
vah's Witnesses and the blood
issue. The young sister found
the report under discussion
one-sided and unfair as regards
the Bible truths on blood and
told her teacher that. He re-
sponded by giving her the op-
portunity to speak to the class.
Before her talk, the students
thought that the courts had
made the right decision in forc-
ing Witnesses to have blood
transfusions against their wish-
es. But after hearing the Bible-
based argument, the class vot-
ed unanimously against the
court’'s decisions. Our sister
was pleased when many of the
students approached her and
asked for more information re-
garding the beliefs of Jehovah’s
Witnesses. She now says she
more fully appreciates that
school is her special territory.

Yes, you schoolchildren have
a unique territory. As you have
opportunity, continue kindly to
help your fellow students learn
of the magnificent purpose of
God, and you will get commen-
dation not only from others but
from Jehovah himselfl- Job
40:14.
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s, ofthe In Our Next Issue

m Do They Really
Speak With the Dead?

m Jehovah— Our Strength
m Were You Once Associated

With Jehovah’s
Organization?
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10. How can it be seen from the Wordrng of

Matthew 28:19, 20 that the command to make

disciples aﬁplres to all Christians?

11. (a) What obligation rested upon the Chris-

tian congregation in the first century? (b) What

ﬁ] neceslsadry for one to get saved, and what does
is include?

22 THE WATCHTOWER-JANUARY 1, 1988

realfhﬁn }ﬁng
gHlesus oiow j the 1

e apo ePauI wrote to the Hebrew
hr ansp : “ﬁ hold . fast the [ﬁ
ec ar fion. our ope without wav rm
oOr rt t promised. F a
1 rsp rc ecIaratron IS \mrtf
etrn so congregation. F
0 sam %c ar
Brogetrc eomman 0 Rreac out srd te

reg&tron y thg te|l the %ood neY]ve

rom day to

i vation bﬁhrm a%eri atreeaeo r]g hs
ngnc%n ete |ons
% Al ang gcts 1%
hrrstrans 0 preach t0

natro ?
at Matt

on erLu|Sv90r
}Y é)va hrmﬂ
8sUs oommanged

lOﬂS In these

flons.
A S S
rew C ristians: et us a
erto? ascr ce arse that
s e fruit li ec
ﬁ b to his n me rews %
ook of R efe

jon, the * great cro
gat ere outo nations, " |s also seen

Ing out ?oud VOICe Lvat on we
vrvgt ou o@ Who |5 ateoont%tbronS
;i,n evelation ]hg
hs‘%ém'%# S“m“’ef 1 cpnoLeion ot

MEWs IS o]oneﬂ Jihdglaeha’ ope%rcateggv

Besses Je nant o ﬁhrrsts Spir uaI
“’&hﬁ{a}ear& Y rrserrrrrrrega“r%o
should ey ctuallrpdo tthrs work?

From FI)-Foulseh{o plocl)use
WJesus preached directly to the peo-

12, 13. (a) What does “the public declaration of
our hope” mentioned at Hebrews 10:23 include?

(b) How does Psalm 96 show the need for a public
declaration qutside the congregatron and how
does Revelation 7:9, 10 su portthis?

14, Where did Jesus do rsPreachrng and what
principle can we learn from th



le. We read, for example that hg
%mmﬁyammdnn

3 ath .and listene
rea mg

?]|scu33| no the
cripture zMatt ew4ﬁ Luke 4:
bR
i Gt S
V\Iﬁgacﬁver t?]ereh V\}lere 0£ %egesus
preacet 9, 5%4 7 R 10

21%62 Luke 5:1-3:'9:57-60: John 4

HWhen Jesus sent] out his disci-
Hles t? ;I)reaﬁ s0_sent them
Irect % H

F IS (S Seen
Ma thew M 450 légolrré \(/ferse

e stafed: "Into whatever cit

or V|IIae ou enter, searc out

ho In | ?servm stay

there until OU eaV% The Jeruga
lem Bible renders this verse: “Ask [or
es

someone trn(stworth " a3 |f the discl g
Were t? some prom nent or kg
gea] ggersog e village (50 ind out

d g reputation and was thus
deservm of the message. (See also Wey
mouth d the King James Version.)

this is the epranatl%)n that some Blble

commentators give 0 verse 11,

]6I sh uld be ke mind, however

nat or em st rt t etheolﬂgmns of

nsten 0 gf from house to
man B| g

house, an commentators
tend to Interpret the Scriptures in the

15. (al) What instructions did Jesus give his
disciples when he sent them out to “preach?
(b). How have some Bible commentators ex-
qlamed this?

6. What more objective consideration of Jesus’
words at Matthew"10:11 indicates how the apos-
tles were to search out worthy ones?

Bntext of their own engrlence A more
ectlve con3|derat|on Jesus’ nstruc-
he was s ea |n

t| I |c tes ha

abu ISCl es earc%mg eop
Indivi H rom ouse se
or public an reenln otem
£ssage a hew 1
elr resgogse wo |n |cate
eX were deserving or not— atthew
Jq zf | Een in Jesus’ words at Mat-

erever angone dOSS not
ur woras, on

taﬁ ou In ste X
R o e
L e

rue, they WOBF(?p ﬁSO %ccept ? glng
17. What proves that Jesus’ disciples were not

merely calling on worthy persons based on rec-
ommendation or appointment?

THE WATCHTOWER—JANUARY 1, 1988 23



ed to the message. (lVlatthew levers. Pau| next wards show that
the mﬁmt In pre chm e Was spefa Hga out a ministry to noH
ehevers or sates “Buf I't orog

with one of the housmol stha & t hepherdin S in the hé)s Ss of pe-
IS state orE

oyt they weng '[thU(g’t eterrttr na re witness both to Jew t

Lﬂasgeyto Vi Ia%b%g eclarin (hey %reeﬁs about rePdentance fowar god an8

eeaso B i3 reSeservn nes ! o %t oJesusre_chfnS the people
Who received the dISé es |htogtﬁe|r should tpere or(i be usegl In gour éhﬁrhp

omes as prophets, VI when the. news of the ki
u[p tJO (ﬁ (Yva er’ rﬁ% %cc musth 9eac ed in al the mh% Iteq
nw a on[ ould pot lose their reward.  earth g witness to all the nations.”
av¥]ou 6 e Kingdom message. fl\/latth w 24:14) For more lihan 05 earéy
]8 fter the Christian congregation ac sta
was oundeg we reag?1 conceﬂt gg ﬁ Fs ﬁ(jq ﬁtg F M nd trom house
P]%jtles “And every day In the t ) use—now tn a
out letup teaching and declaring the.  And this despite the fact that most peo-
o ne spabout the Christ, Jegus e today hear the messa(%e ‘vv?t]hou [e-
?t e, h annoyance.

enovah’s Witn sss ave heen zelous
nas. ?] 3
d fromhouse .to house T COn HUEd%ran Wl(i‘neSS N bemq ﬁccomg shed!
wit
$€€ Reference Bible, 10010t onse,” some. even
e expressmanenetﬁeceG?eel( transqatec! E atthew 13 15|) W g%tehovehsWn
reac

rom house to House IS kat' oi kon Here SSeS ers‘st ri% in locations
ka-ta: 1§ IN the |sAr|but|ve Sense, w ere ﬁ fuse 1o, tti or even
It m t be said that tfh ISCI es pos r;h his questllon will be taken
ngasce ng, was distributes nto hou rr?erg the ollowing ‘artic

L
ka-ta’ JS TOUNG at n the expres tlmpe b) How gmety some view theg matter of

sion ‘trom city to city ano{ from vﬁlage keepmg( on with the preaching?
to yillage.”

OThe same exp de smrk in the lyral
kat 0| o Po; aul How Would You Answer?
k%( 0 T ere ate l ? O What do the Scriptures show
aC m ?] Q/ characterized Jesus’ ministry?
e expre

]p use tO use
1o

What directions were given the

§lon E ouge 10 house” b IENGEEd aposies n their mimisiy?
In youp nomes” 1n some_translations , ,
som)é 0{ %HS'[ nd?mrg B* Ete commenta- fi‘m‘é"haantdwv‘v’lf]",,'s to be done in our
tors say that Paul Is re errlng ere 10 'h l;" ovah

o w J t
18, 19, ( ) According to Acts 5:42, how did the preachot\;tvgugoode n%\\/h?s irltjsoeuroday?
earllt_/I Christians do” their preachlng work? _ .
% ow do Paul’s words at Acts 20:20,721 show O Where and how is the preaching
hat he was speaking about a ministry to non- work to be accomplished?

believers, not an internal shepherding work?

24 THE WATCHTOWER-JANUARY 1, 1988



|ngdom

‘This good news of the
kingdom will be preached
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10. How only will people know where to turn if
they want to seek the truth, according to Ro-
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11. What responsibility. do we have toward
young ones who are growing to adulthood?
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PREACHING RESULTS OVER SEVEN YEARS

Number Baptized

Memorial Attendance

Number Bible Studies

1981 119,836 5,987,893 1,475,177
1982 138,540 6,252,787 1,586,293
1983 161,896 6,767,707 1,797,112
1984 179,421 7,416,974 2,047,113
1985 189,800 7,792,109 2,379,146
1986 225,868 8,160,597 2,726,252
1987 230,843 8,965,221 3,005,048
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12. How does our continuing with theﬁjreachm,g
Work constltute an expression of Jehovah’s
13 ¥4 éa ) How can our preaching work be
compared with_the work of a watchman, as men-
tioned in Ezekiel’s prophecy7 (b) Why could Paul
say that he was “clean from 'the blood of all
meén,” and how only can Jehovah’s Witnesses say
this today
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15. According to Ezekiel chapter 9, who was
marked, and who did the marking?

16. (a) 'Whom does the man clothed with linen
picture today? (b) How does the issue of the
vindjcation df Jehovah’s sovereignty impel us to
continue to preach?

18. (a) How does our contlnumg to preach
heip us to keep on the watch? (b) What report do
all of us want to make to Jehovah when he brings
the preachlng work to its conclusion, and how
only can we do this?
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Do You Remember?

O What do results indicate as to
our preaching?

O What are other reasons why we
should continue to preach?

O How is our preaching an
expression of Jehovah’'s mercy?

O How can we keep clean from
the blood of all men?

O How does our preaching help us
to keep on the watch?
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Ancient Coins
Testify to Prophetic Truth

THE coins that jingle in your pocket or
purse may carry little message other than that
you can afford to purchase some small item.
But certain coins carry a much weightier
message.

Shortly before his death, Jesus prophesied
that a terrible destruction was coming upon
Jerusalem, capital of the unfaithful nation of
Israel. (Matthew 23:37-24:2) Jesus said:
“When you see Jerusalem surrounded by
encamped armies, then know that the
desolating of her has drawn near. Then let
those in Judea begin fleeing to the mountains
... because these are days for meting out
justice, that all the things written may be
fulfilled.”— Luke 21:20-22.

At that time, the Jews were under the rigid
control of mighty Rome. How, then, could
Jesus’ prophecy come true? Well, the Jews
revolted in 66 C.E. Cestius Gallus led powerful
Roman forces against them and even
surrounded Jerusalem, as Jesus had foretold.
Then, for no apparent reason, the Romans
hurriedly withdrew. The rebels rejoiced in a
victory that seemed to spell freedom at last.
They even struck coins, such as the one seen
here. (Numbers 1,2)

But Christ’s disciples were not deceived.
Heeding his warning to ‘flee to the mountains,’
they abandoned their homes in Judea. They
fled down to and across the Jordan River, then
north to settle in Pella. But was that necessary,
since a few years passed and the Jews in
Jerusalem remained free? Though those Jews
had their own coins, they would soon find no
food to buy with them. Why?

Look at the coin illustrated by numbers 3
and 4. You see the head of Roman general
Vespasian, who was appointed to take over
from Cestius Gallus. According to the
Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vespasian was “to
conduct the war in Judaea, which was
threatening general commotion throughout the
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East, owing to a widely spread notion in those
parts that from Judaea were to come the
future rulers of the world. Vespasian, who had
a strong vein of superstition, was made to
believe that he was himself to fulfil this
expectation.” The historian Josephus vividly
recounts the resulting battles. After Vespasian
became emperor in 69 C.E., his son Titus
carried on the war, even besieging Jerusalem.
Starvation and terror plagued those trapped
inside. When the city fell, its walls were torn
down and its temple destroyed.

What was the human cost to those who had
ignored Jesus’warning? “For half-starved men
they defended their stronghold with amazing
tenacity, losing over a hundred thousand of
their members in the process. Nearly as many
again, having been compelled to witness the
agonizing sight of the burning, looting, and
total destruction of their sacred temple, were
taken in slavery, many of them being forced ...
to serve as doomed gladiators or as helpless
quarries for wild beasts in the spectacular
‘sports’which the triumphant Titus staged.”

— Coins of Bible Days.

This book explains that in 71 C.E.,
Vespasian and Titus marched triumphantly
through Rome to celebrate this victory. But
“more enduring than any parades or festivals
were the numerous victory’coins.” One was
this gold coin (Number 5) struck by Vespasian
to commemorate the Roman conquest of
Judea.

Although many Jews might have scoffed at
Jesus’ prophetic statement about the end of
the Jewish system, his words came true, as
these coins testify. Jesus’ prophecy has a
major fulfillment today, pointing to an
approaching calamity for the present
worldwide system of things. You owe it to
yourself to learn what this present-day
message is and how you can avoid being a
victim of this approaching calamity.



1. Obverse: Bronze
prutah(or perutah)
struck after the First
Revolt (66-70 C.E),
showing an amphora
(atwo-handled ves-
sel). The Hebrew let-
tering says“Year
two,” meaning 67 C.E,,
the second year of the
Jews’autonomy

2. Reverse: Avine leaf surrounded
by the words “Freedom of Zion” or
“Deliverance of Zion”

3. Obverse: A bronze sestertius struck by Em- 4. Reverse: On the left is the exultant Emperor
peror Vespasian to commemorate the conquest Vespasian (or General Titus) in armor, holding a
of Judea. The Latin abbreviations around his por- spear and a dagger, his foot resting on a helmet.
trait are IMP[erator] (Emperor) CAES[ar] VES- To the right is a Jewess seated on a breastplate
PASIAN[us] AVG[ustus] P[ontifex] under a date palm; she is in mourning and weep-
M[aximus](high priest) ing. The words IVDAEA CAPTA mean “Cap-
TR[ibunicia] P[otestate] tive Judea.” This coin was minted S[ena-
(holder of the tribune’s tus] C[onsulto], “with the consent of the
power) P[ater] P[atriae] Senate”

(father of the father-

land) CO[Nn]S[ul] Il (in
his third consulship),
which dates the coin
to 71 CE.

5. Reverse: An aureus (gold coin)
by Vespasian depicting Judea in
mourning

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.
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BEARING

UP UNDER
SUPERHUMAN
PRESSURE

Do you feel that this is what
you are doing?

Many people do. And they
are helped by knowing how
others cope. A card from
Greenville, Texas, addressed
to the Watchtower Society,
explained: “I truly appreciate
the true life stories of
Christian persons who have
endured much suffering in
order to be faithful. Many
were the experiences | read
with tears streaming down my
face, as | could see that only
Jehovah the true God was
able to deliver them out of
such a dilemma as the ones
they were in. It makes me a
more humble and thankful
Christian as | read what they
went through, and it helped
me  notto think too much of
myself or be selfish.”



