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Religion

N Saturday, June 11,
1983, villagers on the
Indonesian island of Java
could be seen rushing to
their houses, frantically
sealing all cracks in ceilings,
windows, and doors. Why
the panic? A solar eclipse
had begun, and the villagers
feared that the shadow of
the eclipse would enter their
houses and cause calamity.
Inhabitants of the so-
called developing world of-
ten follow such beliefs with
religious fervor. Thus, in
some parts of Africa, people
avoid walking in the sun at
noontime because they “may
become insane.” Children
are forbidden to eat eggs
for fear “they will become
thieves.” Parents will not
tell the exact number of
their children, for “witches
may hear you bragging and
take one of them.”—African
Primal Religions.
Westerners tend to laugh
at such practices as a dis-
play of superstitious fear,
the product of ‘pagan igno-
rance.” Yet, such beliefs
are not limited to non-
Christians. They “are found
among people all over the
world,” says Dr. Wayland
Hand, professor of folklore
and Germanic languages.
He and his colleague
Dr. Tally have already col-

and Superstition

Friends
or Foes?

lected nearly a million ex-
amples of superstitions in
the United States alone.

Yearning to know their
fate, many so-called Chris-
tians look to astrology—one
of the oldest forms of su-
perstition. And curiously,
superstitious beliefs some-
times receive the open sup-
port and backing of reli-
gious leaders. For example,
on a cold day in New York,
January 10, 1982, Eastern
Greek Orthodox patriarch
Vasilios presided over an
open-air Mass to celebrate
the Feast of the Epiphany.
After that, reports the New
York Post, he hurled a gold-
en cross into the East River
and told bystanders that the
first person to retrieve the
cross would have good luck
for the rest of his life.

But are Christian beliefs
and superstition compati-
ble? A writer once observed:
“On the grave of faith there
blooms the flower of super-
stition.” Therefore, would
you not expect Christian re-
ligion to counteract and dis-
pel superstitious fear?

Religion
— Does It Dispel
Superstitious Fear?
True religion should, and
in the first century it
did. Although the early
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Christians were living in the midst of the
superstitious Roman world, they reject-
ed superstitions. But after the death of
Christ’s apostles, false religious teachings,
including superstitions, began to filter into
the congregation. (1 Timothy 4:1, 7; Acts
20:30) A clergy class began to emerge that,
according to the book A History of the
Christian Church, went along with the
practice of using horoscopes and following
other superstitions. In time such popular
practices were labeled “Christian.”

And today? Religion still tolerates su-
perstitious customs. Consider Suriname,
where so-called Christians of African de-
scent can often be seen wearing amulets
for supposed protection against evil spir-
its. Says one observer: “Daily these people
live, eat, work and sleep in dread.” Mil-
lions throughout the world have a similar
fear of the “spirits” of the dead. Ironically,
religion has often promoted such supersti-
tious beliefs.

Take as an example what happened on
the African island of Madagascar. When
Christendom’s missionaries began to
spread their beliefs, the Madagascans
were responsive but unwilling to let go
of traditional beliefs. The reaction of the

churches? Says the Daily Nation, a news-
paper from Kenya: “The early missionar-
ies were tolerant and flexible and came to
accept this situation.” The result? Today,
half the people of Madagascar are listed as
Christian. Yet, they also fear the “spirits”
of dead ancestors! Thus, they commonly
invite the priest or pastor to bless the
bones of an ancestor before they are put
back in the family sepulcher. Yes, reli-
gious leaders have perpetuated the lie that
God, the Devil, and dead ancestors can be
cajoled, flattered, and bribed by observing
superstitious habits.

The same is true in South Africa, where
77 percent of the population claims to be
Christian and church attendance is high.
Yet, traditional African religion, with its
superstitious fear of dead ancestors, lin-
gers on among millions of those church-
goers. Thus, in many so-called Christian
countries, religion is merely a veneer.
Scratch the surface, and the old supersti-
tions can be seen to have survived and
thrived.

True religion, however, dispels supersti-
tious fear. How? The key is knowledge.
Knowledge of what? And how can you
get it?

True Religion Dispels Fear
How?

RITISH authors Edwin and Mona
Radford were puzzled. After collect-

body of belief that far antedates the reli-
gions we know.” Then, what pre-Christian

ing over two thousand superstitions, they‘body of belief” is the root of superstition?
found the same superstitious fears in

Scotland, India, and Uganda, and in Cen-
tral America as well. They wondered,
‘What could account for this?" Writer
Robertson Davies correctly observes: “Su-
perstition seems to have a link with some
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Superstition’s Root and Branches

The Bible points to the land of Shinar
(the area between the Tigris and Eu-
phrates rivers, later called Babylonia) as
the birthplace of false religious con-



cepts, including supersti-
tions. There, “a mighty
hunter” named Nimrod be-
gan the building of the in-
famous Tower of Babel. It
was to be used for false
worship. Jehovah God,
though, frustrated the
plans of the builders by
confusing their language.
Gradually, the building
work halted, and they were
scattered. (Genesis 10:8-10;
11:2-9) But wherever they
settled, they carried the
same beliefs, ideas, and
myths with them. Babel,
however, remained a center
of false religion, in time
also expanding its role as
mother and wet nurse to
magic, sorcery, and super-
stitious beliefs, such as as-
trology. (Compare Isaiah
47:12, 13; Daniel 2:27; 4:7.)
Thus, the book Great Cities
of the Ancient World notes:
“Astrology was based upon
two Babylonic ideas: the zo-
diac, and the divinity of the
heavenly bodies. . The
Babylonians credited the
planets with the influences
that one would expect of
their respective deities.”
How have these ancient
events affected us? The Bi-
ble book of Revelation indicates that a
worldwide, false religious system has de-
veloped from the ideas of ancient Babylon.
It exists down to our day and is called
“Babylon the Great.” (Revelation 17:5) Of
course, the passing of time and local de-
velopments have influenced those original
Babylonian ideas. The great diversity of
religion seen today is the result. But just

Superstitions spread
worldwide from their
fountainhead at Babylon

as diverse trees often grow
in the same soil, so diverse
religions and superstitions
around the world have their
roots in common ground
—Babylon. To illustrate,
let us see how one of Bab-
ylon’s superstitious beliefs
has filtered into nearly all
religions of the world to-
day.

Fear of the Dead
— Based on What?

The Babylonians believed
that a spiritual part of man
survived the death of the
fleshly body and could come
back to affect the living for
good or for bad. They thus
invented religious rites de-
signed to appease the dead
and avoid their vengeance.
This belief is still alive in
many lands today. In Af-
rica, for example, it “plays
a vital role in the every-
day life of almost every

. society.”—African Re-
ligions— Symbol, Ritual,
and Community.

Even professed Chris-
tians in such lands are af-
fected. For example, Hen-
riette, a 63-year-old woman
of African descent, admits:
“Although | was an active
member of the local Protestant church, |
feared the ‘spirits’ of the dead. We lived
close to a cemetery, and whenever a fu-
neral procession approached our house, |
woke up my child and held it close until
the procession had passed. Otherwise, the
‘spirit’ of the dead would enter my house
and possess the sleeping child.”

Such superstition survives because the
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teaching of the immortal soul prevails in
Christendom. History shows that Greek
philosophers—especially Plato—elaborat-
ed on the Babylonian idea of immortality.
Under their influence, writes John Dun-
nett, a British senior lecturer in theology,
“the concept of the immortality of the soul
came largely to permeate the Christian
Church.” This Babylonian teaching has
kept millions in slavery to superstitious
fear.

True religion, however, dispels such
fear. Why? Because true religion is not
based on beliefs rooted in Babylon but on
teachings found in the Bible.

The Soul According to the Bible

The first book of the Bible tells us that
man became a soul, a living person. (Gen-
esis 2:7) So when a person dies, the soul
dies. Confirms the prophet Ezekiel: “The
soul that is sinning—it itself will die.”
(Ezekiel 18:4; Romans 3:23) The soul is
mortal and does not live on after death.
Instead, as Psalm 146:4 says: “His spirit
goes out, he goes back to his ground; in
that day his thoughts do perish.” Hence,
lecturer John Dunnett concludes, the im-
mortality of the soul “remains a non-
Biblical belief.”

If there is no immortal soul, there can
be no “spirits” of the dead to terrify per-
sons on earth. The foundation for super-
stitious fear of the dead thus crumbles.

Fear Based on Deception

Superstitious fear of the dead dies hard.
Why? Because eerie things do happen
—Ilike that night when a middle-aged
woman in Suriname heard someone call-
ing her name. She ignored it, but invisi-
ble “hands” then began to touch her, and
when she objected to that, she was nearly
strangled by an invisible force. Perhaps
you wonder, ‘If the “spirits” of the dead
are not alive, then who was responsible?
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Again, Bible knowledge dissolves supersti-
tious fear.

It explains that wicked spirit forces,
called demons, do exist. Those demons,
however, are not departed souls. They are
angels of God who rebelled and sided with
Satan, “who is misleading the entire in-
habited earth.” (Revelation 12:9; James
2:19; Ephesians 6:12; 2 Peter 2:4) The
Bible shows that the demons find delight
in misleading, frightening, and harassing
humans. The account at Luke 9:37-43 re-
lates that a demon threw a boy “into con-
vulsions with foam” and afflicted him with
bruises. Even when the boy was led to
Jesus, “the demon dashed him to the
ground and violently convulsed him. How-
ever,” the account continues, “Jesus re-
buked the unclean spirit and healed the
boy and delivered him to his father.”

Interestingly, the Cyclopedia of Biblical,
Theological, and Ecclesiastical Literature
defines superstition as “the worship of
false gods.” Thus, if you perform such
superstitious acts, you are, perhaps unwit-
tingly, appeasing “false gods,” or the de-
mons! Such false worship is a serious
offense against Jehovah God.—Compare
1 Corinthians 10:20 and Deuteronomy 18:
10-12.*

‘Subject Yourselves to God'— Do You?

Would you have the courage to turn
your back on those demons by rejecting
superstition? True, demons are powerful.
But after showing that we have to choose
to serve either Jehovah God or the de-
mons, the apostle Paul asked: “We are
not stronger than [Jehovah] is, are we?”
(1 Corinthians 10:21, 22) No, we are not
—but remember, neither are Satan and

* Some Bible versions (for example, the King James
Version, Douay, The Comprehensive Bible) use the word
“superstition” at Acts 25:19 to translate the Greek
word dei-si-dai-mo-ni‘as, meaning “dread of demons.”
See also New World Translation Reference Bible
footnote.



his demons! Instead, those demons “shud-
der” out of dread of Jehovah. (James 2:19)
But the Almighty God offers you his pro-
tection if you ask for it. Bible writer
James further says: “Subject yourselves,
therefore, to God; but oppose the Devil,
and he will flee from you.” (James 4:7)
Your superstitious fear will likewise flee.

Thousands around the globe who once
lived in fear and slavery to superstitious
customs can now testify to that. The Devil
fled from them! In what way? Remember,
the enemy of superstitious fear is knowl-
edge. Says Professor Rudolph Brasch, an
expert on the origin of superstitions: “It's
a matter of education—that the more ed-
ucated people get, the less superstitious
they get.”

Thus, when Henriette, mentioned be-
fore, accepted the invitation of Jehovah's
Witnesses to begin a free study of the
Bible, she soon saw through the demonic
ruse. The tentacles of superstition lost
their grip. She, and thousands like her,
have experienced the truthfulness of the
words at Hebrews 2:15. There, the apostle
Paul says that Jesus will “free those who
all their lives were held in slavery by their
fear of death.” (New International Ver-
sion) Just as the tropical morning sun

evaporates the heavy dew of the rain for-
est, the light of Bible truth dispels all
superstitious fear.

Today, numerous former ‘fearful slaves’
have removed the amulets from their
necks and the protective strings from
their children. Now they feel as does Isaac,
a 68-year-old former South African witch
doctor. After studying the Bible with Je-
hovah’s Witnesses, he said: “l feel very
happy and free because | am no longer
burdened by the fear of spirits.” How true
Jesus’ words prove to be: “You will know
the truth, and the truth will set you free”!
—John 8:32.

Yes, true religion does dispel fear!
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W hat Defiles a Man?

PPOSITION to Jesus becomes
O stronger. Not only do many of his

disciples leave but Jews in Ju-
dea are seeking to kill him, even as they
did when he was in Jerusalem during
the Passover of 31 C.E.

It is now the Passover of 32 C.E.
Likely, in accordance with God's re-
quirement to attend, Jesus goes up to
the Passover in Jerusalem. However, he
does so cautiously because his life is in
danger. Afterward he returns to Galilee.

Jesus is perhaps in Capernaum when
Pharisees and scribes from Jerusalem
come to him. They are looking for
grounds on which to accuse him of re-
ligious lawbreaking. “Why is it your dis-
ciples overstep the tradition of the men
of former times?” they inquire. “For ex-
ample, they do not wash their hands
when about to eat a meal.” This is not
something required by God, yet the
Pharisees consider it a serious offense
not to perform this traditional ritual,
which included washing up to the el-
bows.

Rather than answering their accusa-
tion, Jesus points to their wicked and
willful breaking of God’s Law. “Why is it
you also overstep the commandment
of God because of your tradition?” he
wants to know. “For example, God said,
‘Honor your father and your mother’;
and, ‘Let him that reviles father or moth-
er end up in death.” But you say, Who-
ever says to his father or mother:
“Whatever | have by which you might
get benefit from me is a gift dedicated
to God,” he must not honor his father at
all.””

Indeed, the Pharisees teach that
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money, property, or anything dedicated
as a gift to God belongs to the temple,
and it cannot be used for some other
purpose. Yet, actually, the dedicated
gift is kept by the person who dedicat-
ed it. In this way a son, by simply saying
that his money or property is “corban”
—a gift dedicated to God or to the
temple—evades his responsibility to
help his aged parents, who may be in
desperate straits.

Properly indignant at the Pharisees
wicked twisting of God’'s Law, Jesus
says: “You have made the word of God
invalid because of your tradition. You
hypocrites, Isaiah aptly prophesied
about you, when he said, This people
honors me with their lips, yet their heart
is far removed from me. It is in vain that
they keep worshiping me, because they
teach commands of men as doctrines.’”

Perhaps the crowd had backed away
to allow the Pharisees to question Je-
sus. Now, when the Pharisees have no
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answer to Jesus’ strong censure of
them, he calls the crowd near. “Listen to
me,” he says, “and get the meaning.
There is nothing from outside a man
that passes into him that can defile him;
but the things that issue forth out of a
man are the things that defile a man.”

Later, when they enter a house, his
disciples ask: “Do you know that the
Pharisees stumbled at hearing what
you said?”

“Every plant that my heavenly Father
did not plant will be uprooted,” Jesus
answers. “Let them be. Blind guides is
what they are. If, then, a blind man
guides a blind man, both will fall into a
pit.”

Jesus seems surprised when, in be-
half of the disciples, Peter asks for clar-
ification regarding what defiles a man.

“Are you also yet without understand-
ing?” Jesus responds. “Are you not
aware that everything entering into the
mouth passes along into the intestines
and is discharged into the sewer? How-
ever, the things proceeding out of the
mouth come out of the heart, and those
things defile a man. For example, out
of the heart come wicked reasonings,
murders, adulteries, fornications, thiev-
eries, false testimonies, blasphemies.
These are the things defiling a man; but
to take a meal with unwashed hands
does not defile a man.”

Jesus is not here discouraging normal
hygiene. He is not arguing that a person
need not wash his hands before pre-
paring food or eating a meal. Rather,
Jesus is condemning the hypocrisy of
religious leaders who deviously try to

circumvent God's righ-
teous laws by insisting
on unscriptural tradi-
tions. Yes, it is wick-
ed deeds that defile a
man, and Jesus shows
that these originate in
a person’s heart. John
7:1; Deuteronomy 16:
16; Matthew 15:1-20;
Mark 7:1-23; Exodus
20:12; 21:17; Isaiah
29:13.

+ What opposition does Je-
sus now face?

¢ What accusation do the
Pharisees make, but ac-
cording to Jesus, how do
the Pharisees willfully break
God’s Law?

¢ What does Jesus reveal

are the things that defile a
man?
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“In accord with the Holy
One who called you, do
you also become holy
yourselves in all your
conduct, because it is
written: *You must be
holy, because | am holy.””
— 1 PETER 1:15, 16.

66TTOLINESS belongs to Jehovah.”

X | These stirring words were dis-
played for all to see, engraved upon a pure
gold plate tied upon the turban worn by
the high priest of Israel. (Exodus 28:
36-38) They served as a shining reminder
that unlike the heathen nations who ren-
dered homage to unclean deities, Israel
worshiped a clean, holy God.

ou Must Be Holy ... ”

2 If you are already one of Jehovah'sinvite calamity by engaging in actions

Witnesses, do you appreciate just how
pure, clean, holy, and righteous is the God
whom you worship? A reminder of such an
elementary truth may hardly seem neces-
sary. After all, as Jehovah’'s people, we
have been blessed with an insight into
“the deep things of God”—intricate Bible
prophecies, the application of Bible princi-
ples, Bible doctrine. (1 Corinthians 2:10;
compare Daniel 12:4.) Yet, it is evident
that a heartfelt appreciation of Jehovah's
holiness is lacking on the part of some.
Why? Because thousands each year lapse
into forms of immorality. Thousands more

1, 2. (a) What reminder was displayed on the
turban of the high priest, and what purpose did
it serve? (b) Why is a reminder of Jehovah’s
holiness appropriate today? (c) What admonition
does Peter give regarding holiness?
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that are just short of being violations of
Bible law. Clearly, some do not grasp the
seriousness of the words at 1 Peter 1.
15, 16: “In accord with the Holy One who
called you, do you also become holy your-
selves in all your conduct, because it is
written: ‘You must be holy, because 1 am
holy."”

Holy God, Holy Worshipers

3 ‘An imperfect person—holy? Impossi-

ble!l” you might say. However, consider the
background of Peter's admonition. The
apostle here quoted words that were first
addressed to Israel shortly after the Exo-
dus from Egypt. Through this miraculous

3. What does Moses’ song indicate as to Jeho-
vah?



deliverance, Jehovah had been revealed as
a Deliverer, a Fulfiller of promises, “a
manly person of war.” (Exodus 3:14-17;
15:3) In a song celebrating the Egyptian
debacle at the Red Sea, Moses now re-
vealed yet another facet of Jehovah: “Who
among the gods is like you, 0 Jehovah?
Who is like you, proving yourself mighty
in holiness?” (Exodus 15:11) This is the
first recorded occasion on which holiness
was ascribed to Jehovah.

4The Hebrew and Greek words rendered
“holy” in the Bible convey the idea of
being ‘bright, new, fresh, untarnished,
and clean.’” Moses thus portrayed Jehovah
as clean in the superlative degree, devoid
of impurity, beyond corruption, unrelent-
ingly intolerant of uncleanness. (Habak-
kuk 1:13) Jehovah stood in radiant con-
trast to the gods of the land the Israelites
would soon inhabit—Canaan. Documents
unearthed at Ras Shamra, a town on the
north Syrian coast, give a limited, but
nonetheless illuminating, glimpse of the
Canaanite pantheon. These texts describe
gods that were, according to John Gray’s
book The Canaanites, “contentious, jeal-
ous, vindictive, lustful.”

5Predictably, Canaanite culture reflect-
ed the dissolute gods they worshiped. Ex-
plains The Religion of the People of Israel:
“Acts in imitation of the deity were re-
garded as service to the god. . . . [The sex
goddess] Ashtart had a number of men
and women ministrants who were de-
scribed as consecrated persons . . . They
consecrated themselves in her service to
prostitution.” Adds scholar William F. Al-
bright: “At its worst, however, the erotic
aspect of their cult must have sunk to

QM%?I 1 e AR W
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extremely sordid depths of social degra-
dation.” The worship of phallic “sacred
poles,” child sacrifices, magic, binding
with spells, incest, sodomy, and bestiality
—all of these became ‘the way of the land’
in Canaan.—Exodus 34:13; Leviticus 18:
2-25; Deuteronomy 18:9-12.

6Jehovah, on the other hand, is “mighty
in holiness.” He could not tolerate such
degradation in his worshipers. (Psalm 15)
So, unlike the degrading Canaanite gods,
Jehovah elevated his people. Uttering the
words Peter would later quote, Jehovah
repeatedly exhorted: “You should prove
yourselves holy, because | Jehovah your
God am holy.”—Leviticus 11:44; 19:2;
20:26.

‘The Law Is Holy,
Righteous, and Good’

7'Proving themselves holy’ meant nei-
ther perfection nor an assumed air of false

T
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Hammurabi’s
law brought
order to the
realm and
glorified the
king, but it
did not bring
holiness

to the
Babylonians

Louvre Museum, Paris

piety; it meant obedience to an extensive
law code given to Israel through Moses.
(Exodus 19:5, 6) Unlike any other national
law, God’s Law could be described as “holy
and righteous and good.”—Romans 7:12.

obedience. Finally, Hammurabi’'s code fo-
cuses on how to deal with wrongdoers;
only 5 out of its 280 laws are direct prohi-
bitions. The thrust of God's Law, how-
ever, was toward preventing, not punish-
ing, wrongdoing.

9Because it was ‘holy, righteous, and
good,” the Mosaic Law had a powerful
impact upon the personal lives of the
Jews. It regulated their worship, provided
for Sabbaths of desisting from work, con-
trolled the nation’s economic structure,
outlined some requirements as to clothing,
and gave beneficial guidance in matters of
diet, sexual activity, and hygienic habits.
Even normal body functions came under
the scrutiny of the Mosaic Law.

“The Commandment of Jehovah
Is Clean”

DSuch detailed regulations covering
day-to-day living had a lofty purpose:
to make the lIsraelites clean—physically,
spiritually, mentally, and morally. For ex-
ample, laws requiring them to bathe them-
selves, bury their excreta, quarantine the

8 True, the Babylonian Code of Ham- contagiously ill, and avoid certain foods all

murabi, which is said to predate the Mo-
saic Law, covered a similar span of sub-
jects. Some of its statutes, such as the law
of ‘eye for eye,’” or talion, are similar to
Mosaic principles. Critics thus claim that
Moses merely borrowed his laws from
Hammurabi’'s code. Hammurabi's code,
however, did little more than glorify Ham-
murabi and serve his political interests.
God’'s Law was given to Israel ‘for their
good always, that they might keep alive.’
(Deuteronomy 6:24) There is also little
evidence that Hammurabi's law was ever
legally binding in Babylon, serving as lit-
tle more than “legal aid for persons in
search of advice.” (
dia Britannica, 1985 edition, Volume 21,
page 921) The Mosaic Law, though, was
binding and carried just penalties for dis-
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promoted health and physical cleanness.*
—Exodus 30:18-20; Leviticus, chapter 11;
13:4, 5, 21, 26; 15:16-18, 21-23; Deuteron-
omy 23:12-14.
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9, at impact did the Mosaic Law have on the
TNew Hieptews?

a)” Why did the Law concern itself with so
many areas of life? (b) How did the Law promote
physical cleanness and good health? (Include
footnote.)



NYet, good health and sanitation were
really secondary to spiritual cleanness.
That is why one who perhaps ate one of
the prohibited foods, engaged in sexual
relations, or touched a dead body was also
declared unclean in a ceremonial way. (Le-
viticus, chapters 11, 15; Numbers, chapter
19) Such an unclean one was thus barred
from participation in worship—in some
cases under the pain of death! (Leviticus
15:31; 22:3-8) But what did such prohibi-
tions have to do with spiritual cleanness?

PPagan worship was characterized by
prostitution, the worship of the dead, and
revelry. But The International Standard
Bible Encyclopedia points out: “No sexual
act was permitted as a means of worship-
ing Yahweh. All such activity in this re-
gard, therefore, rendered one unclean....
In Israel the dead received their proper
honor, but in no way were they given
undue veneration nor did they become
objects of worship . . . Further fellowship
at the festivals of pagan neighbors, which
would include banqueting, was impossible
for an Israelite, because their food was
unclean.” The regulations of the Law thus
constituted a “wall” of separation from
unclean religious elements.—Ephesians
2:14.

BThe Law also worked for the mental
cleanness of the Israelites. Its statutes
regarding marital intimacies, for exam-
ple, served to elevate man’s thinking. (Le-
viticus 15:16-33) Israelites learned self-
control in sexual matters, not giving in to
unrestrained passion like the Canaanites.
The Law even taught its adherents to
control their feelings and desires, con-
demning covetous thinking.—Exodus
20:17.

1% What did it mean to be ceremonially un-
ans of cyremonlal cleanness

0
il ;1 aw promote mental cleanness?

K Most remarkable of all, though, was
the Law's stress on moral cleanness. True,
Hammurabi’'s code also condemned such
wrongs as adultery. However, an article in
The Biblical Archaeologist observed: “Un-
like the Babylonians and the Assyrians
who viewed adultery only as a crime
against the proprietary rights of the hus-
band, the Old Testament legislation con-
siders adultery also as a grave offense
against morality.”

BHow true, then, the psalmist’s words:
“The commandment of Jehovah is clean,
making the eyes shine.” (Psalm 19:8)
Granted, at times remaining clean re-
quired considerable effort. New mothers,
just weeks after the birth of their chil-
dren, had to go up to Jerusalem so as to
engage in purification procedures. (Levit-
icus 12:1-8; Luke 2:22-24) Both men and
women were required to cleanse them-
selves ceremonially following marital rela-
tions, as well as in other related situa-
tions. (Leviticus 15:16, 18; Deuteronomy
23:9-14; 2 Samuel 11:11-13) If they con-
scientiously followed the Law and re-
mained clean, they would ‘benefit them-
selves’—physically, mentally, morally,
and spiritually. (lsaiah 48:17) Further-
more, the importance and seriousness of
remaining clean would be indelibly im-
pressed upon them. Best of all, such sin-
cere efforts to maintain holiness would
win them God’s approval.

Clean in an Unclean World
BWe can now better appreciate Peter’s

14, How was ngs Law unique as to promotlng
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words to Christians: “As obedient chil-
dren, quit being fashioned according to
the desires you formerly had in your igno-
rance, but, in accord with the Holy One
who called you, do you also become holy
yourselves in all your conduct, because it
is written: ‘You must be holy, because |
am holy.””—1 Peter 1:14-16.

decency, boasting about their immoral es-
capades.

BYet, the Bible’s words are not easi-
ly brushed aside: “God is not one to be
mocked. [“There is no thumbing your nose
at God.”—Byington] For whatever a man
is sowing, this he will also reap; because
he who is sowing with a view to his flesh

Ir  Admittedly, this is not easy. Every-will reap corruption from his flesh.” (Ga-

where we look, we see people practicing
deceitfulness, dishonesty, sexual immoral-
ity. The New York Times reported: “Amer-
icans are increasingly choosing to live to-
gether before marrying.” Even prominent
people set poor examples. Some of the
most popular people in the world today in
the fields of sports, politics, and entertain-
ment openly practice forms of unclean-
ness. “It's terribly disappointing,” be-
moaned a sports fan, “to have faith in
someone as a role model and have them
turn out to be tainted.” The problem?
Several popular athletes had confessed to
drug abuse. How often it is that individu-
als held up as idols lead unclean lives, yes,
even sordid lives, as adulterers, fornica-
tors, homosexuals, Lesbians, thieves, ex-
tortioners, and drug addicts! They might
appear clean physically, but their mouths
are filled with foul gutter language. They
may even take delight in flouting public

Questions for Review

O How is Jehovah “mighty in
holiness,” and what does this mean
for his worshipers?

O How did the Law of Moses differ
from the laws of all other nations?

O How did the Mosaic Law promote
physical, spiritual, mental, and moral
cleanness?

O How are many who lead unclean
lives ‘reaping what they have sown'?
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latians 6:7, 8) Lewd behavior often results
in sickness, or even untimely death, from
diseases such as syphilis, gonorrhea, and
AIDS, to name the outstanding ones.
Mental and emotional imbalance, depres-
sion, and even suicide are also at times the
result of promiscuous life-styles. So while
those sharing in immoral practices may
laugh in scorn at those trying to keep
themselves clean, the laughter stops as
the mockers begin ‘reaping what they
have sown."—Compare Romans 1:24-27.

BWe also live in a religiously defiled
world. The clergy may wear beautiful,
clean garments, but they teach impure
Babylonish practices and doctrines, such
as idolatry, the Trinity, hellfire, immortal-
ity of the human soul, and purgatory.
They are like the religious leaders of
whom Jesus said: “Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! because you resem-
ble whitewashed graves, which outwardly
indeed appear beautiful but inside are full
of dead men’s bones and of every sort of
uncleanness. In that way you also, out-
wardly indeed, appear righteous to men,
but inside you are full of hypocrisy and
lawlessness.”—Matthew 23:27, 28.

DThe clergy even condone uncleanness
in their flock. Individuals who are known
as immoral and unclean—practicers of
fornication, adulterers, homosexuals—are

an\}/ who Iegd unclean lives ‘reap-
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permitted to remain in good standing. On
this point, Newsweek reports: “Maryland
psychologist Richard Sipe, a former
priest, concludes that about 20 percent of
the 57,000 U.S. Catholic priests are homo-
sexual . . . Other therapists think the true
figure today may be closer to 40 percent.”
Catholic theologian John J. McNeill (an
admitted homosexual) openly justifies ho-
mosexuality: “The love between two lesbi-
ans or two homosexuals, assuming that it
is a constructive human love, is not sinful
nor does it alienate the lovers from God'’s

plan, but can be a holy love.”—The Chris-
tian Century.

2L The reminder displayed on the high

priest’s turban is thus more apropos than
ever: “Holiness belongs to Jehovah.” (Ex-
odus 28:36) Jehovah requires, yes, de-
mands, that we remain clean in all re-
spects! But just how can one do so? What
areas might need particular attention?
The following article will discuss these
questions.

S el e

re. You Remaining Clean
N EVve %espect.y :

‘Turn away, turn away, get out of there, touch
nothing unclean; get out from the midst of her,
keep yourselves clean, you who are carrying
the utensils of Jehovah.”—isaiah 52:11.

UDDENLY they were free—after 70

years of slavery! A royal decree of
about 538 B.C.E. allowed the Jewish nation
to return “and rebuild the house of Jehovah
the God of Israel.” (Ezra 1:2, 3) Next, an-
other startling development: “King Cyrus
[of Persia] himself brought forth the uten-
sils of the house of Jehovah, which Nebu-
chadnezzar had brought out from Jerusa-
lem.” (Ezra 1.7, 8) Among these were the
sacred vessels Belshazzar and his grandees
had defiled on the night of Babylon’s fall by
brazenly using them to praise false gods!
(Daniel 5:3, 4) Now the former exiles could

b e e e

some of those vessels been

return these utensils to Jerusalem and use
them in praise of Jehovah!

2 As they excitedly prepared for depar-

ture, the returning Jews doubtless re-
called the words of the prophet Isaiah:
“Turn away, turn away, get out of there,
touch nothing unclean; get out from the
midst of her, keep yourselves clean, you
who are carrying the utensils of Jehovah.”
(Isaiah 52:11) The Levites, of course, did
the actual transporting of the utensils.
(Numbers 1:50, 51; 4:15) However, lsaiah
had foretold that all returnees would be
honorary vessel bearers. All were thus

. (a) What. prophecyof [saiah wauld. the re-
BN
ng unclean’
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Our homes should be models
of cleanness

obliged to be clean. They were not to strip
the Babylonians of valuables as did the
Israelites when leaving Egypt. (Compare
Exodus 12:34-38.) They had to be free of
any materialistic or selfish motive in re-
turning. As for Babylon’s “dungy idols,”
just touching one would be defiling.* (Jer-
emiah 50:1, 2) Only by being clean in
every way could the Jews walk “the Way
of Holiness” back to Jerusalem.—lsaiah
35:8, 9.

3 Jehovah’s Witnesses today must sim-
ilarly be clean as bearers of Jehovah's
“utensils.” The apostle Paul quoted Isa-
iah’'s words and applied them to Chris-

* The Hebrew word for dungy idols, giMu-lim', was a
term of contempt that originally meant “dung pellets”
—something detestable to the Jews.—Deuteronomy
23:12-14; 1 Kings 14:10; Ezekiel 4:12-17.

L} otoH ay bear eh%/ah’ “Utensils™
aflenge for them To remain clean’

16 THE WATCHTOWER—NOVEMBER 1, 1987

IS

tians of his day, saying: “Let us cleanse
ourselves of every defilement of flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in God's fear.”
(2 Corinthians 6:17-7:1) Besides living in
an unclean world, we have to grapple with
our inherited fallen tendencies. (Genesis
8:21) Jeremiah 17:9 reminds us: “The
heart is more treacherous than anything
else and is desperate. Who can know it?”
Some deceive themselves and others into
believing that their lives are clean and
acceptable to God, when in reality such is
not the case. They practice a form of hy-
pocrisy. Each of us must therefore ask,
‘Am | putting forth every effort to be clean
before Jehovah in every respect?’ To assist
us in doing so, let us now focus on four
aspects of cleanness.

Physical Cleanness: A Priority

4Physical cleanness is a priority among
Jehovah'’s people today as it was in an-
cient times. (Exodus 30:17-21; 40:30-32)
After all, would we be treating the “uten-
sils of Jehovah” with respect if our hair,
hands, face, teeth, or fingernails were
dirty, or if we emitted unpleasant body
odors? It is easy, though, to let the
world's low standards influence us.—Ro-
mans 12:2.

5How can we stand out as different
from the world if we settle for the world’s
low standards? Would not a dirty home or
a slovenly place of worship cause ‘the word
of God to be spoken of abusively’? (Titus
2:5) But when we practice good personal
hygiene, pick up litter at convention sites,
assist in Kingdom Hall maintenance,
and keep our homes—even the humblest
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abode—neat and clean, we bring glory to
God! (Compare 1 Peter 2:12.) Elders, set a
good personal example in cleanliness. Do
not “hold back” from giving appropriate
counsel where necessary.—Acts 20:20.
6What about the clothing we wear when
worshiping at meetings and when in field
service? Should it not be ‘modest and well
arranged’? (1 Timothy 2:9; Hebrews 10:
23-25) Do not reason that we are obliged
to dress up only if we have a part on the
meeting. Overly casual attire is immodest
and inappropriate for worship. Worn-out
book bags and dog-eared or soiled Bibles
also detract from the Kingdom message.

Avoiding Mental Contamination

7At Philippians 4:8 Paul counseled: “Fi-
nally, brothers, whatever things are true,
whatever things are of serious concern,
whatever things are righteous, whatever
things are chaste, whatever things are
lovable, whatever things are well spoken
of, whatever virtue there is and whatever
praiseworthy thing there is, continue
considering these things.” Nevertheless,
everywhere we are assailed with tempta-
tions to peer into “the ‘deep things of
Satan.'”—Revelation 2:24.

8For example, the easy availability of
pornographic and excessively violent ma-
terial has resulted in serious problems for
some users of videocassette recorders. In
Europe, a married brother would watch
unclean tapes after his wife had gone to
bed. The seed of wrongdoing was firmly
planted, resulting in adultery. (Compare
James 1:14, 15.) In one African land, a
group of Witness youths borrowed un-

QWEVY Sa’}wfdﬂge our s}andard of dress for
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clean tapes from school friends and
watched them while their parents were
away. An elder in Nigeria, however, ob-
serves: ‘Greater danger often lies in regu-
lar TV programs that similarly depict vi-
olence, crime, war, lovemaking scenes,
and contempt for marital integrity.’
Cheap tabloid newspapers, pornographic
magazines, sexually arousing novels, mov-
ies, and debasing music are also prevalent
dangers.

9 We cannot afford to dirty our minds

with things “shameful even to relate.”
(Ephesians 5:12) So be selective about
what you listen to, watch, and read. Be on
guard and react quickly to reject objec-
tionable material. (Psalm 119:37) This

will require real self-control, perhaps
S bes; b bout what we
Eeac } do\rllyfarg)nﬁfegwg ith ijei >or?1-ar%)\ive Smageina

THE WATCHTOWER-NOVEMBER 1, 1987 17



figuratively ‘pummeling your body and
leading it as a slave.’ (1 Corinthians 9:27)
Always remember, though, that what we
watch in secrecy is observed by “the One
who is invisible.” (Hebrews 11:27) So shun
what is questionable. “Keep on making
sure of what is acceptable to the Lord.”
—Ephesians 5:10.

“Keeping on Guard”

to Stay Morally Clean
1 At Ephesians 5:5 Paul warned:
you know this, recognizing it for your-
selves, that no fornicator or unclean per-
son or greedy person—which means being
an idolater—has any inheritance in the
kingdom of the Christ and of God.” Yet,
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“For

thousands each year are reproved or dis-
fellowshipped because of sexual immorali-
ty—'sinning against the body.’ (1 Corin-
thians 6:18) Often, it is simply a result
of not “keeping on guard according to
[God’s] word.” (Psalm 119:9) Many broth-
ers, for example, drop their moral guard
during vacation periods. Neglecting theo-
cratic association, they strike up friend-
ships with worldly vacationers. Reasoning
that these are ‘really nice people,’ some
Christians have joined them in question-
able activities. Similarly, others have be-
come overly friendly with their work-
mates. One Christian elder became so
involved with a female employee that he
abandoned his family and took up living
with her! Disfellowshipping resulted. How
true the Bible's words, “Bad associations
spoil useful habits”'—1 Corinthians 15:33.

N From South Africa comes this report:
“Another danger that threatens the moral
uprightness of many is large parties . . .
some of which were held after sessions of
the district convention.” However, smaller
Christian gatherings that are well super-
vised seldom deteriorate into “revelries.”
(Galatians 5:21) If alcoholic beverages are
to be served, do so under supervision and
in moderation. “Wine is a ridiculer,” and
under its influence, some brothers have
dropped their moral guard or awakened
slumbering weaknesses. (Proverbs 20:1)
Thus, two young ministers engaged in
homosexual acts after overindulging in al-
cohol.

PWhen tempted to err, call to mind
that, no matter how clean we may appear
outwardly, it is what we are inside that
counts. (Proverbs 21:2) Some evidently

ﬁyz gld Christian gatherings be proper-
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feel that God will forgive repeated excur-
sions into immoral conduct because they
are weak. But is this not “turning the
undeserved kindness of our God into an
excuse for loose conduct”? (Jude 4) Some
even imagine that “Jehovah is not seeing
us.” (Ezekiel 8:12) Remember, though,
that “there is not a creation that is not
manifest to his sight, but all things are
naked and openly exposed to the eyes of
him with whom we have an accounting.”
—Hebrews 4:13.

BBSo be on guard against threats to
good morals! “Let fornication and un-
cleanness of every sort or greediness not
even be mentioned among you, just as it
befits holy people; neither shameful con-
duct nor foolish talking nor obscene jest-
ing, things which are not becoming.”
(Ephesians 5:3, 4) “Abhor what is wick-
ed,” no matter how pleasurable it might be
to the flesh.—Romans 12:9.

Keeping Spiritually Clean

KU Some have exposed themselves to pos-
sible spiritual contamination by tuning in
to religious radio and television broad-
casts. In one African land, some have
watched TV dramas that portray the su-
perstitions of traditional animist religions
in a favorable light. The apostle Paul,
though, warned of a more lethal danger
—apostate men who were “subverting the
faith of some.” (2 Timothy 2:16-18) Indi-
viduals like that still exist! (2 Peter 2:1-3)
And at times they have succeeded in sul-
lying the thinking of others. As Proverbs
11:9 says: “By his mouth the one who is
an apostate brings his fellowman to ruin.”

BApostates often appeal to the ego,
claiming that we have been deprived of

4 How have. some exposed themselves
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our freedoms, including the freedom to
interpret the Bible for ourselves. (Com-
pare Genesis 3:1-5.) In reality, these
would-be defilers offer nothing more than
a return to the nauseating teachings of
“Babylon the Great.” (Revelation 17:5;
2 Peter 2:19-22) Others appeal to the
flesh, urging former associates to “take it
easy” because the humble work of witness-
ing from house to house is “unnecessary”
or “unscriptural.” (Compare Matthew 16:
22, 23.) True, such smooth talkers may
look outwardly clean in a physical and
moral way. But inside they are spiritually
unclean, having given in to prideful, in-
dependent thinking. They have forgotten
all that they learned about Jehovah, his
holy name and attributes. They no longer
acknowledge that all they learned about
Bible truth—the glorious hope of the
Kingdom and a paradise earth and the

Zealous Witnesses keep
spiritually clean and find
protection and joy through
diligent Bible study
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overturning of false doctrines, such as the
Trinity, the immortal human soul, eternal
torment, and purgatory—yes, all of this
came to them through “the faithful and
discreet slave.”—Matthew 24:45-47.

BInterestingly, a circuit overseer in
France observes: “Some brothers are de-
ceived because they lack accurate knowl-
edge.” That is why Proverbs 11:9 states:
“By knowledge are the righteous rescued.”
This does not mean giving apostates a
hearing ear or delving into their writings.
Rather, it means coming to “an accurate
knowledge of the sacred secret of God”
through diligent personal study of the Bi-
ble and the Society’'s Bible-based publi-
cations. Having this accurate knowledge,
who would become so curious as to pay
any attention to apostate mouthings? May
no man “delude you with persuasive argu-
ments”! (Colossians 2:2-4) False religious
propaganda from any source should be
avoided like poison! Really, since our Lord
has used “the faithful and discreet slave”
to convey to us “sayings of everlasting
life,” why should we ever want to look
anywhere else?—John 6:68.

Will You Remain Clean?

I7Much is therefore involved in remain-
ing clean before Jehovah God. Keeping our
bodies, our homes, our clothing, and our
Kingdom Halls physically clean adorns
our Kingdom message. Keeping mentally
clean helps us stay clean morally and spir-
itually. This calls for our heeding Paul’s
admonition at Philippians 4:8, to keep our
minds on things that are true, chaste, and
praiseworthy.

BWe can also appreciate more than
ever that we must stay morally clean in

18.gel,-19w are the righteous rescued ‘“by knowl-
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both word and deed. Jehovah explicitly
warns us that those who engage in any
form of immorality will not inherit God's
Kingdom. (1 Corinthians 6:9-11) No mat-
ter how pleasant such unclean things may
seem, if we sow to the flesh, we will reap
corruption from the flesh. (Galatians 6:8)
Finally, there is the matter of remaining
spiritually clean, doctrinally clean. Such
cleanness helps us maintain the purity of
our hearts and minds. We are thus moved
always to seek God’s thoughts on matters
—not our own.

9 Soon the main promoter of unclean-

ness—Satan the Devil—will, along with
his demons, be cast into the deep abyss.
uUntil then, may all of Jehovah's ser-
vants—of the anointed and of the “great
crowd”—remain clean as bearers of Jeho-
vah's vessels. (Revelation 7:9, 13-15; 19:
7, 8; 20:1-3) The fight is unrelenting and
hard. Remember, though, that Jehovah
gives freely of his “spirit of holiness.”
(Romans 1:4) His clean organization, with
its elders, also stands ready to assist us by
offering sound, Scriptural advice. With
such help and our own determination, we
can remain clean in every respect!
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Questions for Review

O Why did the Jews returning from
Babylon have to be clean?

0 How can we give attention to
physical cleanness?

O How can we protect our minds
from contamination?

O How can we stay on guard
against moral dangers?

0O How can we maintain our spiritual
cleanness?



Religious
Freedom
Upheld
In India

HE August 11, 1986, Supreme Court
Tverdict in New Delhi took millions by
surprise. At a time when nationalism was
running strong, few expected that the re-
ligious freedom of a mostly unknown reli-
gious minority would be respected. But
after a close examination of the facts,
India’s highest court decreed that the chil-
dren of Jehovah's Witnesses cannot be
compelled to sing the national anthem. In
a landmark decision the court said:

“We are satisfied, in the present
case, that the expulsion of the three
children from the school for the reason
that because of their conscientiously
held religious faith, they do not join
the singing of the national anthem in
the morning assembly though they do
stand up respectfully when the anthem
is sung, is a violation of their funda-
mental right ‘to freedom of conscience
and freely to profess, practice and
propagate religion.””

Justice O. Chinnappa Reddy and Justice
M. M. Dutt of the Supreme Court of India
were the judges who heard the now fa-
mous anthem case of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses.

How the Issue Arose

Nearly half of the 8,000 Jehovah's Wit-
nesses in India are found in the small
state of Kerala in the southernmost part
of this vast nation. In most schools there,
the national anthem is sung daily. The
custom in the particular school in question
was for all the students to sing the an-
them in chorus. The children of Jehovah's
Witnesses, however, merely stood while
the others sang. As the Supreme Court
judgment said: “No one bothered. No one
worried. No one thought it disrespectful
or unpatriotic. The children were left in
peace and to their beliefs.” This was the
situation for years.

Then came July 1985. A member of the
State Legislative Assembly objected that
he thought it was unpatriotic for anyone
to refuse to sing the national anthem. A
discussion followed, and what was dis-
cussed was published in many prominent
newspapers in the country.

The authorities of most schools in Ker-
ala, who until then were sympathetic to
the children of Jehovah’s Witnesses, be-
came afraid because of the objection in
the Legislative Assembly and the negative
publicity. As a result, the children of Je-
hovah’'s Witnesses were dismissed from
one school after another.

Children Versus the State

V. J. Emmanuel, whose three minor
children, Bijoe, Binu Mol, and Bindu,
were expelled from school, sought legal
remedy. Mr. Emmanuel was firmly con-
vinced that the law was on his side. He
knew that, according to Article 25 (1) of
the Constitution of India, “all persons are
equally entitled to freedom of conscience
and the right freely to profess, practise
and propagate religion.”

Eventually a Division Bench of the High
Court of Kerala heard the case, but it
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rejected the appeal of V. J. Emmanuel.
This was a great shock because the Con-
stitution of India does not say that the
national anthem must be sung to show
respect for it. It only says that citizens
should “abide by the Constitution and re-
spect its ideals and institutions, the Na-
tional Flag and the National Anthem.”
Neither is there any other law requiring
all citizens of India to sing the national
anthem.

The case was appealed to the Supreme
Court of India. In overruling the Kerala
High Court, the Supreme Court judgment
said: “The High Court misdirected itself
and went off at a tangent. They consid-
ered, in minute detail, each and every
word and thought of the National Anthem
and concluded that there was no word or
thought in the National Anthem which
could offend anyone’s religious suscepti-
bilities.” Yet, as the Supreme Court cor-
rectly noted, “that is not the question at
all.”

The question is a religious one, namely,
the right of individuals to maintain their
freedom of worship. The fact is, Jehovah's
Witnesses do not sing the national an-
them of any country. Such anthems are,
in effect, hymns or prayers set to music,
and Jehovah’'s Witnesses conscientiously
object to singing them. “They desist from
actual singing,” the Indian Supreme
Court judgment understandingly ex-
plained, “because of their honest belief
and conviction that their religion does not
permit them to join any rituals except it
be in their prayers to Jehovah their God.”

Significantly, the Constitution of India
guarantees “freedom of speech and ex-
pression,” which includes the freedom to
be silent. That was what the children were
doing when the anthem was sung during
the morning assembly at school—they re-
mained silent. Yet, the Kerala educational
authorities had, in effect, imposed a ban
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on silence. So the question arose whether
such a ban was consistent with the rights
guaranteed by the Constitution.

The Supreme Court concluded on this
matter: “We may at once say that there is
no provision of law which obliges anyone
to sing the National Anthem nor do we
think that it is disrespectful to the Na-
tional Anthem if a person who stands up
respectfully when the National Anthem is
sung does not join the singing.”

As noted earlier, the duty of every citi-
zen, according to the Constitution, is to
‘respect the National Anthem.” Regarding
such respect, the Prevention of Insults to
National Honor Act of 1971 says: “Who-
ever intentionally prevents the singing of
the National Anthem or causes distur-
bance to any assembly engaged in such
singing shall be punished with imprison-
ment for a term which may extend to
three years, or with fines, or with both.”
The children of Jehovah’s Witnesses, how-
ever, had never prevented anyone from
singing the national anthem. They had
never caused any disturbance to any as-
sembly engaged in such singing.

A Threat to National Unity?

One of the State’s arguments was that
singing the national anthem was essential
for the unity and integrity of the country.
Yet, does the forced singing of a national
anthem really contribute to a country’s
unity or to the integrity of its citizens?

Interestingly, the Indian national an-
them is only in the language of one state,
and so it is not understood by the majority
of Indians who sing it. Thus, for the ma-
jority, singing the national anthem is
probably meaningless and constitutes, ba-
sically, an empty ritual. Jehovah’'s Wit-
nesses do not join in such rituals. They
pray only to their God, Jehovah.

It was also argued that if the Supreme
Court judgment went in favor of Jeho-



vah's Witnesses, it could
threaten the security of the
country. But Jehovah's Wit-
nesses in India are a small
minority, numbering only
some 8,000 persons. Would
such a small group be a threat
to a nation of over 800 mil-
lion people? Besides, Jeho-
vah's Witnesses are noted
worldwide for their honesty

Thethree children who respectfully and obedience to the laws of
declined to share in a patriotic ceremony the governments under which
fiwnmun fW e a0k CLUH B R o .

they reside.

In Nigeria a lawyer said:
‘Witnesses are tax-paying
and law-abiding citizens. Any
Witness who can be honest
with his religion to the extent
of obeying it at the risk of
losing certain privileges will
be equally honest in most oth-
er things. The reason he re-
fuses to steal government
money while his other col-
leagues sing the national an-
them and yet embezzle funds
is that his Bible which asks
him not to sing the national
anthem also said he should
not steal.’

The last sentence of the
landmark Supreme Court
judgment is noteworthy. It
said: “We only wish to add:
our tradition teaches toler-
ance; our philosophy teaches
tolerance; our constitution
practices tolerance; let us not
dilute it.” Will the govern-
ment and the leaders appreci-
ate this fine thought? Will
the decision by the Supreme
Court remain final? Only time
will tell.

These four persons read of the court case,
studied the Bible, and were baptized
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Kingdom Proclaimers Report

Guinea Welcomes “Divine Peace” Conventioners

THE first four days of 1987
saw the first district conven-
tion of Jehovah’s Witnesses
ever held in the Republic of
Guinea, West Africa. Though
Guinea is a predominantly
Muslim country where the
work of Jehovah's Witnesses
is not yet officially recognized,
the Witnesses there have
earned a reputation as good,
kind, peaceable people. It was
because of this reputation that
the government opened the
doors wide to receive the “Di-
vine Peace” conventioners.

Among the delegates were
nine missionaries who traveled
from Freetown, Sierra Leone,
in a van and on two motorcy-
cles. At the border, they had to
cross a river on a ferry that
consisted of three dugout ca-
noes with planks laid across
them. Once they had safely
crossed with the vehicles, the

missionaries asked: “How
much do we have to pay?”
“You people are Jehovah’s
Witnesses,” was the reply. “No
charge.”

What about customs and im-
migrations? “Don’t worry about
it,” they were told. “Everything
has been taken care of. Just
wear your lapel cards.” Hun-
dreds of other delegates were
having similar experiences.
Not only had the government
of Guinea allowed free pas-
sage across the river separat-
ing Guinea from Sierra Leone
and Liberia; they had waived
customs and immigration for-
malities for anyone possess-
ing a “Divine Peace” lapel
badge! One circuit overseer,
who came from Liberia, said:
“The lapel badge was far bet-
ter than a passport”

The Guinean government was
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helpful in other ways. They pro-
vided a vehicle to transport
Witnesses from the capital,
Conakry, to the convention city
of Gueckedou, over 400 miles
away. They authorized the pur-
chase of gasoline for the vehi-
cles that had come from Free-
town. They directed the hotel
nearest the convention site to
reserve all their rooms for the
Witnesses. They also sanc-
tioned the use of the city hall
for the convention, providing it
free of charge.

The district governor, who is
the highest official in that part
of the country, hosted 11 del-
egates at his own residence.
He was also among the 1,132
who listened to the public talk
on Sunday.

Jehovah God will not forget
such kindness shown to his
servants.— Matthew 10:42;
25:40.



Religion’s Tidal Wave
— The Final Reckoning

BONFIRES crackle, sparklers flash, rockets rush to color the sky red, blue,
éellow, and green. Potatoes in their jackets. Peals of laughter, shrieks of delight.

onfire Night in England.

WORKERS found the 25 corpses by accident. The skeletons had been carefully
buried, arms folded. Historians thus stumbled onto a trail of mystery going back

some 200 years. Quebec, Canada.

The above are two unconnected events with a common root— the Reformation.

N ARTICLE in our October 1 issue
Ashowed that Europe witnessed tre-
mendous religious upheaval in the 16th
century. The results spread to other parts
of the world. Many aspects of life today
are nothing more than gullies left by the
Reformation waters. Perhaps they even
influence your daily routine. Still more
important, we stand on the brink of a final
religious catastrophe that will definitely
affect your life. Do you know how?

Trace the Reformation tracks
following countries:

Germany: Some say that Luther’s in-
fluence on German culture is unequaled
by that of any individual in the English-
speaking world. His translation of the
Scriptures is one of the most widely ac-
cepted German Bibles. Luther did much to
set the tone of the language and to lay the
framework for German domestic relations.
He made the State recognize the need for
schooling for all, elevating the status of
the teaching profession.

Canada: The colonial past saw Britain
and France engaged in a tug-of-war that
left its mark on one province in particu-
lar—Quebec. Originally settled by French
Catholic immigrants, Quebec came under
British, and hence Protestant, control in
1763. It was shortly before then that the

in the

corpses mentioned at the start of this
article were secretly buried near the forti-
fied walls of the city. Why secretly? Be-
cause they seem to have been Protestants,
who at that time were denied burial in
Catholic cemeteries. Quebec still stands as
an island of French-speaking Catholicism,
and this gives rise to modern separatist
movements.

Ireland: Unimpressed by the Reforma-
tion, the Emerald Isle kept its distance. In
time, Protestant influence seeped across the
Irish Sea from England into the northern
provinces. The legacy today is a partitioned
Ireland. Annual summer marches in Ulster
commemorate Protestant victories of the
past. Celebrations commonly leave a trail of
barricades, bombs, and plastic bullets. The
Orange Day Parade in July 1986 left 160
injured. It memorialized the day some 300
years ago when King William of Orange,
who made Protestantism in Britain secure,
defeated England’s last Catholic monarch,
James II.

United States: “[The] variety of sects
with differing European backgrounds
was a potent factor in bringing about re-
ligious freedom in America,” writes
A. P. Stokes in Church and State in the
United States. Colonial days saw the Unit-
ed States draped in Protestant colors.
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Martin Luther and John Calvin— leaders in the Reformation

Calvinist values gave direction in religion,
politics, and commerce. The fundamental
belief was that each man stood directly
accountable to his Creator without priest-
ly mediation. This ideal bred a character
intent on working out its own destiny, on
reaping the rewards of its own labor.

T. H. White recalls in his book In
Search of History that at the turn of this
century, 13 percent of the U.S. population
was Catholic. This proportion rose to over
25 percent by 1960. Even so, few Catholics
attained to the upper reaches of politics.
White continues: “At the higher level of
the Senate, where war and peace were
made, where treaties and foreign policy
were decided, where Supreme Court Jus-
tices were confirmed, Americans still pre-
ferred Protestants of the old tradition as
custodians of national purpose.” The cus-
tom was broken when John F. Kennedy
became the first Catholic president of the
United States.

For further examples from other coun-
tries, please see box on page 29.

A Swamped Landscape
Under Protestantism, theological de-
bate swelled, and Bible translations and
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commentaries came to float on the tide of
liberty and individual expression. How-
ever, as time passed, freedom dredged Bi-
ble criticism to the surface. New ideas
were accommodated; self-determination
became the order of the day. Progress was
no longer the gentle lapping of waves but
the thunderous roar of breakers. The pow-
erful current of reform swept away the
very foundations of traditional Christian
doctrine. Modern alternatives like evolu-
tion, women’s liberation, and the ‘new
morality’ have been washed up like drift-
wood, silent witnesses to the storm. Per-
sonalized religion in some Protestant
lands left each individual stranded, a cast-
away on his own lonely island of faith.
Terrain in Protestant areas is molded
by a penchant for questioning established
norms. People are raised on a credo of
progress, freedom, and human rights.
Max Weber, German sociologist and econ-
omist, published an essay in 1904 on Prot-
estantism and capitalism. He stated that
capitalism was not simply a result of the
Reformation. But he did discover that in
successful capitalist areas of mixed reli-
gious backgrounds, it was outstandingly
the Protestants who were the owners, the



A powerful current of reform swept away the very
foundations of traditional doctrine. Alternatives like
evolution, women’s liberation, and the new

have been washed up like driftwood

leaders, the skilled, and the trained. Ac-
cording to
the 540 Nobel prizes awarded up until
1985, two thirds went to citizens from
Protestant cultures. Inhabitants of Cath-
olic environments won only 20 percent. Of
the top 20 nations, in terms of gross na-
tional product per person, nine were Prot-
estant, two Catholic. On the other hand,
of the ten indebted developing countries
listed, five were Catholic, none Protestant.

German newsweekly Der Spiegel wrote
that Calvinist ideals spurred the British on
to becoming a major world power. From the
19th century, the growing political strength
of the United States, Germany, and Great
Britain became a force for social renewal.
Equality of opportunity for all was empha-
sized. Eddies within the mainstream of the
Reformation are regarded by some as being
precursors of modern socialism. A political
awareness of social responsibility paved the
way for the welfare state. Especially in
Protestant surroundings, civil authorities
gradually took over control of the legal as-
pects of birth, death, marriage, divorce, and
inheritance. The availability of divorce and
legal abortion in Catholic countries is now
often quite different from that in Protes-
tant lands.

Two bulwarks of Protestantism, the
United States and Great Britain, grew
together into the two-horned beast of Bi-
ble prophecy. (Revelation 13:11) A 20th-
century giant of politics, the United Na-
tions organization, first called the League
of Nations, blossomed out of Protestant
initiatives.

The Flood Will Return

DerFischer Weltalmana,rédeding tide leaves a tidemark on the

beach that reminds us of its pending re-
turn. Similarly, the Reformation of the
16th century left visible traces that we
can see today. And there is strong evi-
dence that we are standing on the thresh-
old of an ultimate wave of religious change
that will surpass all previous upheavals,
sweep away false religion forever, and af-
fect everyone alive. Will you survive it?
Worldwide, there is a broad-based dissat-
isfaction with organized religion, among
individuals and governments. Why the
dissatisfaction?

Religion often goes beyond its spiritual
mandate, confusing the cloak of office with
the cloth of ordination, the crown with the
miter, the scepter with the cross. Some
years ago the Observer Sunday newspaper
raised the question as to whether politi-
cians in lIreland were prepared to take
over from the priests the running of the
country. Former West German chancellor
Helmut Schmidt commented on religious
interference in politics by saying, “l do
not believe that this can be permitted
indefinitely.” And Le Figaro of Paris ac-
cused the church of “meddling in politics”
so much that “it is in danger of seeing
politics meddle with religion.” From India
to Egypt to the United States, from Po-
land to Nicaragua, from Malaysia to Chile,
the weary struggle between politics and
religion goes on.

This is no surprise, nothing new. Reve-
lation chapter 17 describes the whole of
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There is strong evidence that we are standing on
the threshold of an ultimate wave of religious
change. Will you survive it?

false religion as a harlot, “Babylon the
Great,” which commits fornication with
the politicians of the earth. Verse 4 fur-
ther pictures her as being “adorned with
gold and precious stone and pearls.” The
religious empire is insatiate, wallowing in
luxury, oozing wealth. In the 16th centu-
ry, the glittering coffers of the Catholic
Church attracted longing glances. The
same is true of the jewel-studded lucre of
all religion in our 20th century.
Governments already cast covetous eyes
toward such opulence. Albania saw the
more than 2,000 mosques, churches, and
other religious buildings, and either secu-
larized or razed them. The Sunday Times
reported in 1984 that the government of
Malta “began eyeing the church’s wealth,”
cutting subsidies of church schools. Asked
how the church should make up the loss, a
government minister replied: “If need be,
they can melt down their gold crosses and
silver altars.” The Greek Orthodox Church
has strongly fought legislation approved
earlier this year by the Greek Parliament
that would enable the government to take
over huge church land holdings (about
10 percent of the area of the country).
Worldwide, religion is a great disap-
pointment. Instead of unifying, it splits
asunder. One German daily newspaper
noted the “rivalry between Catholics and
Protestants that amounts to hatred.” The
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung wrote
that even ecumenical movements, de-
signed to bridge the gap, started out from
a position of “mutual distrust, irreconcil-
able enmity between Catholics and Prot-
estants.” Elie Wiesel, 1986 Nobel Peace
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Prize winner, was quoted in another Ger-
man daily as saying: “l often think we
have failed. If someone had told us in 1945
that we would yet again see religious-
ly motivated wars raging on practical-
ly every continent... we would not have
believed it.” Religion that foments trou-
ble, incites or condones war, is false reli-
gion. And the Creator decided long ago to
do away with it.

Chapter 17 of Revelation leaves no
doubt as to the fate of all false religion. In
verse 16 we read: “The ten horns [govern-
mental powers within the United Nations
organization] that you saw, and the wild
beast [United Nations], these will hate the
harlot [false religion] and will make her
devastated and naked, and will eat up her
fleshy parts and will completely burn her
with fire.”

Where Do You Stand?
Remarkable as it may seem, false reli-
gion has had its day. Its practices, cus-
toms, traditions, and privileges will soon
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If someone had told us in 1945 that we would again
see religiously motivated wars raging on every
continent, we would not have believed it

disappear. That may seem as unlikely to
you as the swamping of the Catholic
Church did to people in the 16th century.
But the Reformation waters were over-
whelming. Church wealth went to the peo-
ple, its power to the monarchs. Even so in
our day, the nations will preside over the
final dissolution of false religion.

What does that mean for you personal-
ly? Examine the religious institution to
which you belong. Does what it stands for
agree with the Bible in every way? If not,
then your organization is part of “Babylon

the Great,” or the world empire of false
religion. Follow the command found at
Revelation 18:4, which is: “Get out of her,
my people, ... if you do not want to
receive part of her plagues.”

Remember, the tidal wave bringing con-
clusive destruction to false religion is on
its way. It can be seen on the horizon.
Where will you be standing when it brings
thunderous destruction? In the valley of
indifference? On the hill of some secular
authority? Or on the mountain of Jeho-
vah? There is only one safe place to be.

South Africa: Calvinist belief in predestination offered apartheid a
theological foundation. The German daily Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
called the theologians of the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk (as the
Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa became known) “architects of

the politics of apartheid.”

Switzerland: As the center of the Calvinist movement, Geneva attracted
many thousands of refugees, who brought with them wealth and
know-how. As a result, this is still a major banking city and has a
thriving industry producing watches and clocks.

India: The Society of Jesus (Jesuits) grew as part of the .
Counter-Reformation, a movement to revive Catholicism following

Reformation reverses. Society members came to the province of Goa in
the 16th century, shortly after its colonization by Portugal. The influence
of the church is reflected in the population today: in Goa, 3 persons out
of 10 are Catholic, whereas in India overall, only 1 person in 25 is a
professed Christian.

England: The year 1605 saw James |, a Protestant, on the throne. As
oppression of Catholics in the country grew, a plot was conceived to
blow up Parliament, King and all. The conspirators, a group of Catholics
led by Guy Fawkes, were discovered and executed. November 5 marks
the celebration of Bonfire Night. Families and friends still gather to
warm up the damp evening with fireworks and to burn a “guy,” or model,
of the plotter.
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Fine Increase

“Beyond the Mountains”

AITI was the first black republic in

the West to gain independence. Its
name comes from the Arawak Indian lan-
guage and means “mountains.” Indeed,
there is an old Creole proverb that says:
“Beyond the mountains are mountains.”
This is a good description of the Haitian
countryside.

In recent years something remarkable
has been happening here “beyond the
mountains.” Increasing numbers have re-
sponded to the preaching of the good
news of the Kingdom and taken their
stand for Jehovah and his appointed
King. (Isaiah 60:22) By 1980 an average
of almost 3,000 publishers were reporting
field service each month, and the branch
office in the capital city of Port-au-Prince
was too small to care for their needs. New
premises were needed. So in November
1984 construction of a brand-new facility
was begun in Santo, a delightful location
on the outskirts of Port-au-Prince.

First the property had to be enclosed by
a 4,000-foot-long wall. A local company
made the concrete panels for this wall,
but local Witnesses were hired, and many
volunteers worked weekends, to accom-
plish the project. Then the building con-
struction work was begun, and over a
period of three years, as many as a hun-
dred volunteers from the Port-au-Prince
congregations helped out on weekends.
Members of the International Volunteer
Construction Worker Program came from
the United States, Canada, and other
countries—many at their own expense—
to lend a hand.
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As construction progressed, an unfore-
seen problem developed. On one side of
the property, there is a ravine. During the
rainy season, river waters flood down the
ravine, causing considerable erosion. This
would eventually have caused the collapse
of the fence around that part of the prop-
erty. So a retaining wall was built right
in the riverbed, and the property is now
well protected from the rampaging waters
that run by during the rainy season.

With Jehovah's help, a fine facility was
eventually completed. The branch is a
U-shaped structure made of concrete and
block. Its left wing has eight bedrooms, a
laundry, and a library. The right wing is
the literature depot. In the front part of
the building, a spacious lobby comfort-
ably accommodates the brothers who ar-
rive from different parts of the country at
various times during the month in order
to pick up magazines and literature for
their respective congregations. The front
also houses the offices, dining room, and
kitchen.

Along with the branch office, a new
Assembly Hall seating about 3,000 was
also built on the property. Two sides of
the hall are open, so that those seated
inside are constantly cooled by the pre-
vailing winds—a welcome relief from the
hot Haitian sun. There is also a modern,
fully equipped kitchen and facilities to
serve refreshments, as well as a baptismal
pool and a carpenter shop. The grounds
are tastefully landscaped with tropical
shrubs and flowers.

By the beginning of 1987, the number



Views of the
Assembly Hall (top
right) and of the
new branch

of Witnesses “beyond the mountains” had
increased to more than 4,700. What a
grand event it was for all of these to come
together on January 25, 1987, for the
dedication of these two fine buildings!
Some foreign brothers who had worked on
the site earlier returned with their fami-
lies to share the occasion.

The dedication program began in the
early afternoon with the various members
of the Branch Committee explaining the
great need that existed for the new build-
ings because of the fine increase that was
taking place in Haiti. After a short inter-
mission, the 5,384 in attendance were
treated to a slide program showing the
various stages of the construction work.

Finally, the dedication talk was given
by Charles Molohan, a visiting zone over-
seer from Brooklyn, New York. Brother
Molohan spoke of the importance of build-

ing for true Christian worship. He dis-
cussed how Noah and his family were
among the earliest construction workers,
and their faithfully completing their work
assignment meant survival for the human
family, as well as the continuation of true
worship on earth. Another ancient build-
ing project was Herod's temple, but this
was eventually destroyed because it was
not used to promote true worship. (Mat-
thew 23:38) Today, we must be busy
building faith and other Christian quali-
ties if we are to avoid a similar eventual-
ity.

It was truly a stimulating and joyful
occasion. When it was over, all present
returned to their respective homes know-
ing that this new construction in the land
“beyond the mountains” will continue to
play a vital role in the gathering of true
worshipers in this part of the Caribbean.
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THE
Scriptures— With References really does this.

An appreciative reader recently wrote re-
garding the New World Translation Reference
Bible: "It is the answer to my prayers. When
I do my Bible reading, | check many of the
references. They help me see other important
principles that are related to the account. It
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NewWorld Translation of the Holy

Make

Bible
Reading
More
Meaningful

surely broadens my understanding,
and | can make better personal appli-

cation,



