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PROCLAIM LIBERTY!

=x—HE FIVE BILLIONTH person on earth
is said to have been born on July 7,
1986. What kind of future must this five
billionth human, and indeed all humans,
face? Is there any possibility that billions
of mankind may someday enjoy true liber-
ty? Confidently, we say yes. But what are
we to understand by “liberty”? Does it
mean license to do anything that one
pleases? No, for as the 19th-century
English novelist Charles Kingsley
wrote: “There are two freedoms, the
false where one is free to do what' he
likes, and the true where he is free to do
what he ought.”

Man will gain true liberty only by doing
“what he ought.” And what ought he to do?
When Jesus was here on earth, he
stated simply that there are
two great commandments
—the first, to love God
with all one’s heart, soul, ,1/
mind, and strength, and M
the second, to love one’s
neighbor as oneself. (Mark
12:29-31) Real liberty is to
be attained only by those who
in truth demonstrate such genu-
ine love—love of God and of fellow hu-
mans.—John 8:31, 32.

Does the world today display that kind
of love? Sadly, no. Without love, the false
kind of liberty prevails. It breathes a self-
ish, independent spirit. It insists on ‘doing
its own thing,” with no regard for God or
neighbor. This spirit extends beyond the
individual to communities, races, and na-
tions. While the me-first attitude persists,
the foundation for any liberty, any peace,
any happiness on this earth, must be a
shaky one. Remember, Jesus said, “You
must love your neighbor  yourself.” Such

neighbor love is essential to the enjoyment
of true liberty.

The United Nations organization was
formed to liberate mankind by replacing
the scourge of war with “peace and securi-
ty.” On its 40th anniversary, the UN pro-
claimed 1986 to be the International Year

of Peace. But has this amounted to

a proclamation of liberty with sure

guarantees of peace? Have the ap-

palling expenditures on armame&}@

(amounting now to more than $1,

~  billioh ma "year) Been ‘curtaited? Have
terrorism and car bombings decreased?
Have the religion-based slaughters in
Northern Ireland, the Middle East, and
Asia abated? Religious leaders are getting
into politics and talking much about peace.
But the dove of true peace appears to have

flown far out of reach of the UN and the

world’s religions.

Is there any group today that has
renounced the violent, me-first ways of
the world? Yes, there is! The foretold
“Prince of Peace,” Jesus Christ, has

gathered lovers of peace ‘out of all tribes,
tongues, peoples, and nations.’ (Isaiah 2:
3, 4; 9:6, 7; Revelation 5:9; 7:9) They
rejoice that God’'s Kingdom by Christ is
about to wipe out all wickedness and bring
in an earth-wide paradise of peace, where
true liberty will prevail. This group is
known as Jehovah's Witnesses. (Daniel 2:
31-35, 44; Isaiah 43:10, 12; 65:17-25) Unit-
edly, these Christians share in a jubilant
proclamation foreshadowed by features of
the Jubilee arrangement in ancient Israel.
In each of 200 and more lands around the
globe, they joyfully obey God’'s command:
“Proclaim liberty in the land to all its
inhabitants.” (Leviticus 25:10) Have you
heard and heeded that jubilant shout?
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JUBILATION
Among God’s People

HE words of King David, recorded at

Psalm 68, verses 2-4, include a warm
invitation to all lovers of true liberty:
“Sing you to God, make melody to his
name; raise up a song to the One riding
through the desert plains as Jah, which is
his name; and jubilate before him.” What
greater privilege could there be than to
jubilate before our God? (Isaiah 12:2, 3)
Throughout the year 1986, Jehovah has
sustained his witnesses marvelously as
they have continued to proclaim liberty to
the peoples of earth.

The following pages give a summary of
the worldwide activity of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses during 1986. What reason for jubi-
lation! As the figures show, the peak num-
ber of active Witnesses in the 208 lands
reporting has risen to 3,229,022, a
6.8-percent increase during the year. The
number baptized was 225,868.

Memorializing Jesus’ Death

Attendance at the principal meeting of
the year, the Memorial of Jesus’ death,
rose to at least 8,160,597, though some
reports were not received because of wors-
ening world conditions. The number par-
taking of the Memorial emblems fell to
8,927 as older anointed ones completed
their earthly service.—Revelation 2:10.

Many of those who assembled in obedi-
ence to Jesus’ command showed exempla-
ry courage. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John
16:33) In an African land where Jeho-
vah's work is banned, the congregation
had gathered at a sister's home to cele-
brate the Memorial. Just eight minutes
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into the talk, local authorities showed up
to arrest the brothers. They ordered them
to stop the meeting. The brothers kindly
but firmly insisted that they must honor
this Memorial to Jesus’ sacrificial death.
After reasoning and pleading with the
police, they were allowed to continue in
the hearing of the officers. The meeting
was concluded in peace, and all were then
arrested. After a period of interrogation,
five were detained. They remained in pris-
on for a time but were then released,
happy that they had been able to observe
the Lord’'s Evening Meal!—1 John 5:3, 4.

Nigeria, where the number of Witnesses
has increased to 128,461, had a Memorial
attendance of 394,370—the highest ever.
One Memorial meeting was held at the
construction site of the new Bethel com-
plex at Igieduma, and over 700—almost
the entire local village—were there!

From Mexico comes the report: “Every-
where we go in the country, the publishers
are just bubbling over with enthusiasm,
and the whole country seems to be on fire
with the truth. The truth envelops the
brothers, and their lives revolve around
the truth. Whole families are coming into
the truth. A good percentage of the people
that study start to attend meetings at the
same time. This helps them to make rapid
progress.” Mexico reported a Memorial at-
tendance of 838,467. In August the 198,-
003 Kingdom publishers in that land were
conducting 327,664 Bible studies in the
homes of the people. What a potential they
have for continued increase!



Further Global Expansion

From the heart of Christendom come sim-
ilar reports of expansion. Italy reached a
new peak of 139,570 publishers in August,
and 301,009 were present for the celebration
of the Lord’s Evening Meal. Jehovah's Wit-
nesses are indeed ‘letting their light shine
before men.” (Matthew 5:16) For example:
“A sister was putting money into a ticket
machine on a bus when an acquaintance told
her that there was no need to pay for a
ticket as the ride was so short. The sister
explained that it was right to pay the ticket,
even for just one stop. After that, her friend
got off the bus. At that, the bus driver
turned to her and said: ‘Are you one of
Jehovah's Witnesses?' ‘Yes,' replied the sis-
ter, ‘what made you ask? ‘I heard your
conversation about paying the bus ticket,
and | know that Jehovah's Witnesses are
among the very few people who do so and are
honest in all things.” A few months later, a
man approached the sister at a meeting and
said, ‘Do you know me? I'm the bus driver
who talked to you about paying for the tick-
et. Observing your conduct, | decided to
begin studying the Bible with Jehovah's
Witnesses.””

Britain had a peak of 107,767 Kingdom
publishers, including this newly baptized
brother: “George is now 84 years of age.
After 50 years as a lay preacher in the
local church, he came to a knowledge of
the truth. Initially, when he would finish
his home Bible study, he would hasten
into another room to smoke a cigarette.
He had been a regular smoker for 70
years. But after studying chapter 26 of
the book
on Earth, he has never smoked again.
George has now been baptized for over a
year and is very zealous in field service,
telling others of the blessings Jehovah will
bring in His new system of things.”

The Federal Republic of Germany re-
ports a peak of 118,645 publishers. There

are also thousands of faithful Witnesses
‘letting their light shine’ in the neighbor-
ing German Democratic Republic. In Ger-
many faithful oldsters refuse to lay down
“the sword of the spirit.” (Ephesians 6:
16, 17) A congregation reports: “We have
a sister who is 103 years old and still lives
alone. The elders arranged for a group of
seven to eight sisters to take turns in
caring for her each week. They have been
doing this now for the past three to four
years. Social workers, who are paid by the
community, come to care for the bathing
and changing. But when they are ill or on
vacation, our sisters take over the work.
This evidence of Christian love and sacri-
fice has served as a good witness to out-
siders. Our 103-year-old sister is mentally
alert and considers the social workers to
be her ‘territory.” She preaches zealously
to them while they are bathing her and
gives them literature.” Truly, “gray-
headedness is a crown of beauty when it
is found in the way of righteousness.”
—Proverbs 16:31.

However, the invitation to praise Jeho-
vah goes out to people of all ages—“you
young men and also you virgins, you old
men together with boys.” Many young
people are ‘remembering their Grand Cre-
ator in the days of their young manhood.’
(Psalm 148:12; Ecclesiastes 12:1) In Bra-
zil, where there was a splendid new peak
of 196,948 publishers, the Watch Tower
Society received a letter from an out-of-
the-way town where two young brothers
witnessed for some months. It read in
part: “I would like to commend you for the

YouCan Live Forever in Parfidésgyoung people you have in your reli-

gion. 1 am a schoolteacher and deal with
youth, and I know they are not what they
used to be. Your youths are really an
example. They respect their elders, are
polite and modestly dressed. And how
they know their Bibles! That truly is re-
ligion! It's a pity they have to leave.”
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Families of our brothers are now moving
permanently into some of these isolated
areas to take care of the interest.

What progress is the truth making in
non-Christian areas? The Street
Journal of July 9, 1986, published a
lengthy article under the headline “Bar-
ren Ground—Christian Missionaries Sow
the Seed in Japan But Find Little Grows.”
A missionary of the United Church of
Christ was reported as saying, “There is
no way that Christianity will ever really
take root in Japan,” and a Franciscan
priest as stating, “The day of the foreign
missionary in Japan is finished.” Both had
labored in vain for more than 30 years.
The article said: “Less than 1% of the
population is Christian, and despite all the
missionary work, the percentage is drop-
ping.” So much for Christendom’s reli-
gions! But what of Jehovah's Witnesses,
who teach the pure Christianity in that
land? For the past 92 months in a row,
they have increased their number of active
ministers to a peak of 113,062 (includ-
ing an average of 46,390 pioneers each
month). In Japan 146,316 home Bible
studies are being conducted with newly
interested people. This is surely a harbin-
ger of further grand increase. Here, we
see a living fulfillment of Isaiah 65:13, 14.

The Field of Pioneering

What about the hub of all this dynamic
activity—the United States of America?
There, 744,919 Kingdom publishers were
in the field as a peak. But are such ‘home
missionaries’ really needed? Truly they
are, as crime, drugs, immorality, disease,
and corruption escalate to a far worse
degree than in most so-called pagan lands.
People who desire better things need com-
fort and hope, and Jehovah's Witnesses
have such a message. (Isaiah 61:1, 2; Mat-
thew 24:14) In the United States, during
1986, these ministers devoted 146,673,490
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hours to declaring the good news of the
Kingdom. That amounts to a 12.6-percent
increase, or 16,449,229 more hours than
last year. That time was profitably spent,
as 6,138,938 books were distributed,
which is a 23.2-percent improvement over
the last year. In April alone, the total was
over 1,000,000 books explaining the true
hope for peace and security.

One of the most exciting features of the
United States report is the expansion of
pioneer service. In April there was a peak
of 45,786 regular pioneers, an increase of
23 percent over last year. When you com-
bine that figure with the average of 43,369
auxiliary pioneers and the average of 279
special pioneers, it means that each month
nearly 90,000 were declaring abroad the
Kingdom of God in the pioneer work.
These are young people and older folk, too,
who are wisely making use of their time in
praising Jehovah.

Giving a Thorough Witness

In teaching publicly and from house to
house, the apostle Paul “thoroughly bore
witness” to the good news. (Acts 20:
20, 21) A similar witness is being given in
many territories today. For example, this
report comes from Guadeloupe: “By the
end of the service year, we had one pub-
lisher for 72 people. Needless to say, we

In Our Next Issue
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are more than well known throughout the
country! In fact, in many places, we go
into the same territory each week. Some
could say that certainly people are tired of
seeing us, or that it is a source of discour-
agement to be in the same territory week
after week. But on the contrary, the more
we work the territory, the more interest is
aroused. And the proof? Well, it is the
peak last April of 7,136 home Bible studies
conducted by our 4,558 publishers! Re-
cently a magazine carried a headline: ‘Je-
hovah’'s Witnesses—Kings From Door to
Door’! We consider that an honor. During
the service year, 458 new brothers and
sisters were baptized.” Steadfastness and
joy displayed in working our territory over
and over, getting to know and befriend
the people, lovingly breaking down their
prejudices—this can lead to finding many
sheeplike ones.

Jehovah is richly blessing his servants
in an African country where the work is
banned and civil war rages. In that land
many of our brothers suffer in prisons,
and some youthful Witnesses have been
executed. Yet, April had an outstanding
report, with ten all-time peaks. The new
publisher figure is an increase of 29 per-
cent over last year. What zeal these dear

brothers manifest! Average hours in April
were over 18 per publisher, and home Bi-
ble studies were 2.6 per publisher.

A cryptic message received by the
branch office caring for this territory is
sufficient to convey some idea of existing
conditions. It reads: “The heat continues
to beat down on us. The effort required to
move around and see someone is proof we
are having a heat wave. But we know we
are made in such a way as to adapt to
any temperature and any environment.
In spite of everything, we persevere and
trust we will survive.” Such integrity!

Individual integrity keepers make an
integrity-keeping organization. The global
organization of 3,229,022 witnesses of Jeho-
vah is just that! They look forward to sur-
viving the coming “great tribulation” and
to sharing, under Christ's Kingdom, in the
grand work of transforming earth into a
paradise. (Revelation 7:14; 21:3, 4; lsaiah
65:17, 21-23, 25) They are jubilant about the
way Jehovah is even now blessing their zeal-
ous activity, whether they are preaching the
word “in favorable season” or “in trouble-
some season.” (2 Timothy 4:2) The following
pages show how they have obeyed the theme
of their 1986 yeartext: “Go . . . , declare
abroad the kingdom of God.”—Luke 9:60.

Some Features of the Global
Report of Jehovah'’s Witnesses

Peak of
publishers:

Monthly average

of pioneers:

Total hours
of preaching:

Avera% monthly

home
studies:

Total number
baptized 1986:

Increase:
3,229,022 6.8%
391,294 21.2%
680,837,042 15.3%

2,726,252 14.6%
225,868 1%



WITNESSING “PUBLICLYAND FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE
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1986 SERVICE YEAR REPORT OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES WORLDWIDE

Country or Territory

Alaska

Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Anguilla

Antigua
Argentina
Aruba
Australia
Austria

Azores
Bahamas
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belau

Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bolivia

Bonaire
Botswana
Brazil
Britain
Brunei

Burkina Faso
Burma
Burundi

Canada
Cape Verde Islands

Cayman Islands
Central Afr. Rep.
Chad

Chile

Colombia

Congo

Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Curasao

Cyprus

Population

529,200
22,000,000
35,600
44,596
6,524

70,794
30,000,000
66,200
15,851,800
7,557,676

261,300
209,505
100,000,000
265,000

s

13,000

9,788,895
145,000
3,792,000
57,000
6,500,000

10,340
1,224,056
138,403,000
55,060,000
225,000

7,318,695
35,000,000
4,800,000
25,123,600
10,000

16,821
2,740,000
4,000,000

12,271,173
27,867,326

1,700,000
17,000
2,579,503
171,088
600,000

61,373

369
44,362
16,515

353
848
22

1,553
61

22,202
730
1,758
349
4,928

57

464
196,948
107,767
6

324
1,447
572
88,130
231

67
1,280
188
29,340
29,235

1,219
89
10,012
1,293
1,112

Ratio,
One Pub-
lisher to:

262
511,628
405
413
362

315
489
179
357
458

740
247
4,545,455
171

213

441
199
2,157
163
1,319

181
2,638
703
511
37,500

22,589

1986
Av.
Pubs.

4,467

49

430
185,126
101,863

288

1,170
172
27,585
27,587

1,084

79
9,433
1,265
1,096

% Inc.

Over
1985

5
9
4
14

wRkBbn SBBQQ BuRa %mﬁaﬁ Edorn BolRER warbiFg

1985
Pubs.

1,777

86
16

198
53,395

41,299
15,738

291
686
17
1411
42

20,838
690
1,386
309
4,017

4
392
166,925
97,370
6

247
1,284

340
80,614
193

55
1,244
133
24,691
24,669

1,029

67
8,578
1,130
1,068

1986
No.

Bptzd.

132
2
12
3

21
5,587
43
2,206
804

46
19,878
6,197

115
4,431
23

3,052
3,831

39
641

116
62

Av.
Pio.
Pubs.
243
10
5
2
28
7,823
36
4,550
1,233

39
169
12
1,740
94

895

56
17,298
10,835

76
226
8,881
27

143

3,347
3,392

79
14
792

113

No. of
Congs.

26

Total
Hours

382,729
2,217
18,386
14,620
4,312

49,072
14,151,278
75,666
8,776,738
2,938,026

75,879
231,924
6,335
304,489
16,698

3,973,912
176,092
222,954

80,198

1,490,388

9,473
108,028
33,768,325
20,070,729
351

120,692
378,186
156,242
16,175,023
54,667

11,569
280,610
80,189
6,492,235
6,523,366

218,189
19,124
1,806,195
305,131
211,224

Av.
Bible
Studies

1,143
38

98
59
9

222
75,111
355
21,530
8,157

329
1,314
39
1,621
103

Memorial
Atten-
dance

4,610
84

340
239
52

656
149,905
1,063
83,976
28,247

1,001
2,616
98

4,102
210

42,960
3,299
8,383

745

21,674

178

533,400
198,693
38

1,235
4,001
1,338
161,820
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Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Rep.
Ecuador

El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Falkland Islands
Faeroe Islands

Fiji

Finland
France

French Guiana
Gabon

Gambia

Germany, F. R.; W. Berlin
Ghana

Gibraltar

Greece

Greenland

Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guinea

Guinea-Bissau
Guyana

Haiti

Hawaii
Honduras

Hong Kong
Iceland
India
Ireland
Israel

Italy

lvory Coast
Jamaica
Japan
Kenya

Kiribati

Korea, Republic of
Kosrae

Lebanon

Lesotho

Liberia
Libya
Liechtenstein

5,116,273
00,000
81,000

5,647,977

9,100,000

5,244,000
312,120
1,900

45,754
700,125

4,910,712
55,282,000
84,177
1,000,000
700,000

61,020,500
12,848,514
28,843
9,740,417
53,406

112,000
328,000
118,338
7,750,000
5,143,284

600,000
842,000
6,000,000
1,053,900
4,385,108

5,300,000
242,089
800,000,000
5,099,352
5,560,000

56,556,911
9,273,167
2,300,000

120,720,542

20,525,000

63,843
41,569,000
6,005
3,000,000
1,577,000

1,800,000
3,356,000
27,076

15,186
8

233
9,687
10,527

15,119
158

4

91
1,159

16,346
92,397
427
539

20

118,645
32,211
129
23,162
90

358
4,576
254
8,941
218

4
1,368
4,443
5,467
4,436

1,416
180
7,551
2,520
338

139,570

14,796
5

222
9,307
10,013

14,546
143

4
85
1,098

15,533
89,785
400
499

18

116,152
28,635
124

22,815
85

340
4,397
243
8,401
151

2
1,346
4,220
5,353
4,161

1,360
173
7,184
2,472
316

134,677
2,207
7,620

108,702
3,686

12
41,751
24

2,230
791

1,318
5
43
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14,453
9

205
8,596
8,846

13,640
123

4

88

981

15,033
84,925
355
464

17

114,188
26,388
119
22,240
90

331
3,828
224

7,787
153

3
1,281
3,922
5,117
3,799

1,248
151
6,805
2,403
303

123,253
2,056
7,375

97,823
3,422

15
37,263
23
2,087
746

1211
9
43

481
718
1,011
1,363
13

370

556
136
13

11,714
343
525

10,900
406

4,805

158
58

114

1,030
1,316
1,406
2,115

38

228
1,807

7,440
47

7,572
4,226

2,253
15

22,138
396
847

46,390
844

3
14,807
4

192
95

250
4

2,153,524
1,13
56,088

2,329,616
2,649,519

3,859,728
287

127
23,502
353,137

2,956,180
18,186,752
103,769
103,553
9,552

19,715,174

7,541,196

20,478

4,406,110
2

)

78,926
870,264
79,197
1,812,752
53,947

222
340,685
1,008,109
1,336,645
1,097,086

516,437
36,016
1,451,088
746,339
67,093

37,291,922
708,591
1,475,270
53,608,147
1,388,095

4,733
17,252,462
4,722
449,982
180,573

430,532
541
7,184

5,139
7

196
16,358
17,476

21,444
352

3
54
1,336

7,609
54,377
786
926

41

49,405
46,906
44

8,767
63

383
6,397
420
9,765
202

1,597

23,956
15

994
35,374
49,967

51,151
352

6

156
4,360

26,022
183,225
1,592
1,942
66

199,863
122,936
181
40,391
172

1,224
12,553
939
29,720
725

25
4,899
22,530
14,659
20,080

3,070
356
21,018
5,129
694

301,009
8,953
24,844
263,302
13,067

113
95,738
176
4,972
3,597

7,839
16
82
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Country or Territory

Luxembourg
Macao

Madagascar
Madeira
Malaysia
Mali

Malta

Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritius
Mayotte

Mexico

Montserrat
Morocco
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands

Nevis

New Caledonia
New Zealand
Niger

Nigeria

Niue

Norway

Pakistan

Panama

Papua New Guinea

Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Ponape
Portugal

Puerto Rico
Reunion
Rodrigues
Rota
Rwanda

Saba

St. Eustatius
St. Helena
St. Kitts

St. Lucia

St. Maarten
St. Pierre & Miquelon

Population

431,200
400,000

10,063,435
266,800
15,880,000
7,000,000
380,000

31,042
328,566
998,471

67,167

79,754,346

13,076
22,500,000
6,000
16,000,000
14,529,430

15,482
155,000
3,307,084
6,083,000
102,900,000

2,500
4,167,163
97,000,000
2,227,254
3,006,799

3,366,467
20,000,000
56,000,000

28,000

9,654,000

3,350,000
550,500
35,284
1,274
6,125,000

972
1,335
6,000

36,538
120,000

15,926
6,041

1986
Peak
Pubs.

1,284
22

8l

41
29,507

39
889
9,546
81

128,461

18
8,189
252
4,811
1,827

2,401
23,021
95,746

74
30,505

21,943
1172
25

8

483

4
6
107
150
314

89
10

Ratio,

One Pub-
lisher to:

336
18,182

4,443
527
19,272
127,273
1,188

174
155
1,280
3,358
403

374
277,778
750
390,244
492

397
174
346
75,099
801

139
509
384,921
463

1,646

1,402
869
585
378
316

153
470
1411
159
12,681

243
223

56
244
382

179
604

1986
Av.
Pubs.

1,246
19

2,146
483

790
50
297

150
2,005
759

18
186,291

32

71

6

39
28,367

36

789
9,165
71
121,670

15
7,929
231
4,480
1,732

2,251
21,471
88,174

62
29,617

21,231
1,093
23

7

435

IN
P
53

97
142
302

03
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1985
Av.
Pubs.

1,178
16

1,884
456
725

48
276
156

1,757
706

16
162,130

22

84

5

35
27,745

34

683
8,621
72
115,074

14
7,684
225
4,207
1,644

1986

Bptid.

41

226
47

27

205

2
22,054

1,102

107
651

4,828

Av.
Pio.
Pubs.

358
4,380
16,919
24

2,296
1,988
11

g-b-b\l

ININ)
BN OOMRA

No. of
Congs.

425

[l GINN

Total
Hours

242,777
10,594

502,124
87,409
235,722
43,773
66,277

48,240
472,628
166,786

11,016

47,468,565

5,289
18,373
451

8,068

4,644,903

,388
25,585,712

2,361

1,064,444

71,186

1,019,007

388,459
556,734

7,015,335
22,963,383

28,275

5,003,720
4,181,925

268,572
8,727
4,925

142,691

3,146
759
12,241
35,566
71,062

14,516
971

Av.
Bible
Studies

858
36

4,434
457
1,297
221
213

371
2,606
794

48
300,473

20

51

5

30
8,947

64
954
5,633

108
132,220

17
2,826
340

6,980
2,121

2,644
34,296
64,641

156
21,842

17,959
1,101
41

22
798

20
4
42
185
349

74
3
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St. Vincent
Saipan
San Marino

Sao Tome
Senegal
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Solomon Islands

South Africa
South-West Africa
Spain

Sri Lanka

Sudan

Suriname

Switzerland
Tahiti

Taiwan
Tanzania
Thailand

Togo

Tokelau Islands

Tonga
Trinidad
Truk
Tunisia
Turkey

Turks & Caicos Isis.

Tuvalu

Uganda

U.S. of America
Uruguay

Vanuatu
Venezuela

Virgin Isis. (Brit.)
Virgin Isis. (U.S.)

Wallis & Futuna Isis.

Western Samoa
Yap

Zaire

Zambia
Zimbabwe

175 Countries

# 33 Other Countries
Grand Total (208 countries)

110,000
20,350
21,240

100,000

271,259

32,435,207

1,033,196
38,818,355
15,900,000
23,000,000

350,000
669,734
8,368,954
6,484,800
176,516

19,500,000
21,700,000
52,800,000
2,948,753
1,703

98,540
1,162,458
38,650
7,300,000
50,000,000

8,582
15,500,000
237,166,000
2,921,000

140,000
18,500,000
12,000
96,000
14,000

6,776,232
8,241,545

2,955,641
273,381

3,229,022

683
522
244

6,667
13,866
1,129

'308

795
2,414
591
15,964
89,844

283
698
401
475
245

16,264
8,680
57,768
975
284

1,859
255

943
121,667
60,241

211
330
47,256
318
498

1,556
525
125
197

7,000

994
259
830
104
522

During the 1986 service year the Watch Tower Society spent
$23,545,801.70 in caring for special pioneers, missionaries, and

traveling overseers in their field service assignments.

1,167
860
20,350

13,373
683

1,121
2,425
883
2,822
4

39
4,335
36

45
795

33

23

310
710,344
5,596

84
31,691
90

464
2

148

27
35,680
57,624
14,557

2,808,141
255,148

3,063,289

5
=
8

148
37
34,207
55,007
10 13,236

71 2,621,260
46 243923

6.9 2,865,183

. z
0ny  ZoobBB Bos B sugBE 8RB « BoakB BBuRo o RuR LR

~R

RE~B s

3,045
27
4,801

47
87

932

92
116

37
41,697
654

3
4,008
5

12

15

1
3,191
4,834
963

212,629
13,239

225,868

20 4
14 1
8 1
1
103 10
5 1
131 29
85 30
4,761 972
40 n
8,132 938
165 28
56 4
154 19
190 44
2,319 323
801 250
75 10
258 21
385 83
166 29
248 64
1
9 2
753 50
13 2
2 1
57 10
7 1
5 1
64 1
88,312 8,336
797 92
12 2
4,884 307
9 3
50 8

1
26 3
8 1
6,883 1,034
5384 1,622
1,372 512
381,368 47,449
9,926 4,728

391,294 52,177

38,672
20,035
19,403

3,008
185,468
14,665
209,446
149,808

8,984,082

376,037
686,333
257,328
598,545

348

14,929
1,120,992

4,952
153,214

13,518
4,815
109,593
146,673,490
1,355,961

24,364
8,920,847
19,777
94,507
228

43,551
10,047
10,638,058
11,078,133
2,878,422

648,232,167
32,604,875

680,837,042

32

729
486,426
3,104

191
52,451
144
487

139

65
58,552
76,530
12,633

2,552,797
173,455

2,726,252

436
173
188

79
1,166
188
3,266
3,160

101,797
1,069
142,751
3,473
763

3,888
2,499
35,416
25,616
1,977

3,343
6,966
2,128
8,825

36

171
13,961
400
86
1,393

131

69

1,402

1,691,297
8

583
128,627
399
1,748

436

154
93,581
329,766
41,334

7,674,412
486,185

8,160,597

MEMORIAL PARTAKERS WORLDWIDE: 8,927
* Percentage of decrease .
# Work banned and reports are incomplete



THEY WILL BE CERTAIN TO FIGHT AGAINST YOU,

HE Sovereign Lord Jehovah told youth-

ful Jeremiah that He would make him “a
fortified city and an iron pillar and copper
walls” against any who might seek his de-
struction. In modern times, we as Jehovah’s
Witnesses have like assurance from our
God. Yes, under Satan’s influence, ‘they will
be certain to fight against us,’ but they will
not prevail. “For ‘l am with you,’ is the utter-
ance of Jehovah, ‘to deliver you.”"—Jere-
miah 1:18, 19.

In outlying villages of the Solomon Is-
lands, strangers enter at the risk of their
lives, especially if they bring a new religion.
That was the experience of two special pio-
neers of Jehovah'’s Witnesses. Fierce-
looking villagers trained bows and arrows on
them. They had orders to shoot! As the sit-
uation became tense, an old man suddenly
intervened, saying: “These are my visitors.
Don't harm them.” To the dismay of the vil-
lagers, he led them to his home. This man
had heard of the Witnesses; now he ob-
tained the book You Can Live Foreverin
Paradise on Earth, and a Bible study was
started. He immediately began to travel to
the meetings. Today the brothers can wit-
ness freely in that area, thankful for Jeho-
vah'’s initial deliverance.

Deliverance has often come through being
identified as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses.
Because of the house-to-house preaching,
people get to know who the Witnesses are
and what their position is on issues of the
day. In a small village in Peru, terrorists
accused the villagers of having betrayed
them. They rounded up the men of the town
and put them in a line to be shot. (In similar
situations entire villages had been wiped
out.) But at this point, one of the terrorists
recognized a brother and said to the execu-
tioners: “That man is not one of them. | know
him to be a Jehovah’s Witness, and they
don’t meddle in politics.” The brother was
released. Certainly, Jehovah protects his
own!
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The island territory of Cyprus reports that
the Greek Orthodox Church has been very
active in trying to undermine the work of
Jehovah'’s Witnesses. The church distrib-
utes leaflets accusing the Witnesses of
many things and discourages its people
from having any discussions with the Wit-
nesses. Some theologians have even orga-
nized themselves to visit people who have
been studying with Jehovah's Witnesses,
trying to discourage them. Characteristic is
what happened in Paphos, where Paul and
Barnabas once overcame similar opposi-
tion. (Acts 13:6-12) A priest-theologian
tried to convince three different persons to
stop examining the Bible with Jehovah's
Witnesses. They, in turn and separately
from one another, arranged for a brother to
join them in a discussion with this theolo-
gian. As a result, all three are now actively
associated with the Witnesses. The priest
commented, ‘I will never have another dis-
cussion with Jehovah'’s Witnesses.’

Some priests went so far as to hit the
Witnesses while these were doing house-
to-house work in one of the villages.
Strangely enough, a few days later, a whirl-
wind struck the village, destroying the roofs
of many houses. Some villagers comment-
ed: This is a punishment from God for what
the priests did to Jehovah'’s Witnesses.’ In
this village, honesthearted persons are still
accepting our brothers at their homes. In
one instance, while a brother was present-
ing the current magazines to an interested
person, one of the priests who had hit the
brothers happened to pass by and told the
brother to leave ‘his flock’ alone. The inter-
ested person said to the priest, ‘l am old
enough to know what I am doing.’ So the
clergy do not prevail against Jehovah’'s Wit-
nesses; their efforts backfire on them, and
more people take their stand for Jehovah.

Inawar-torn country in Central Africa, a
circuit overseer was stopped for a routine
check by soldiers. They objected to some-
thing in a letter that he was carrying and



BUT THEY WILL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST YOU”

took him to police headquarters, where he
was whipped and tortured by three soldiers.
Although no charge was made against him
and no trial was held, he was put in deten-
tion for one year. For six months he was
kept in an overcrowded cell with 40 other
prisoners. Because of the cramped quar-
ters, they had to take turns sleeping, three
hours at a time. The rest of the time, they
had to remain standing. While our brother
was there, 137 prisoners died, and he was
given the work of putting their bodies in
sacks for burial.

This circuit overseer kept up his spiritual
strength by spending much time witnessing
to fellow prisoners. His reports show over
30 hours a month spent in preaching; he
conducted four Bible studies while in prison.
One of his students even started witnessing
to others. Through all his trials, Jehovah
cared for this brother, who gives this advice
to others: “When in prison, just leave every-
thing in Jehovah’s hands. Wait on him. Trust
in him. Don't worry too much. Be faithful.”

In one area in Zimbabwe, children of Je-
hovah's Witnesses were expelled from
school for not participating in political exer-
cises. Not satisfied with this, local gangs
even burned down the homes of the parents
and destroyed their crops. Witness families
were forced to flee for their lives, leaving
behind cattle and other possessions. How-
ever, the matter was taken to higher govern-
mental authorities who kindly arranged for
the families to return to their homes. Their
cattle were restored, and the government
has taken steps to reimburse the brothers
for their losses. Jehovah’s Witnesses truly
appreciate it when “superior authorities”
thus show themselves to be ‘God’s ministers
for good.” (Romans 13:1-4) Through it all, a
fine witness was given, and local people are
now showing much interest in the Kingdom
message. As one of the brothers put it, ‘We
know that Jehovah can make such situa-
tions work out as a witness to his name.’

The past service year saw Jehovah's
blessing on the work in Malawi. It was only
in areas where local villagers harbor hatred
that the Witnesses experienced harass-
ment. The following report testifies to this:
“In many parts of the field, the situation is
quiet. But in one congregation, two Witness
families were badly molested by the youth
leagues. The head of one of these families
was so severely beaten that he was uncon-
scious for four hours. Thereafter, he was
taken to the police station, where the po-
liceman on duty also continued to beat him
and the others that were taken in with him.
Later, however, a different policeman came
on duty. This one was kind. He released the
brothers and sent them back home, and
they thanked Jehovah for this unexpected
deliverance. It was later found that the
cause of this incident was personal hatred
by close relatives. Our Memorial atten-
dance this year was encouraging. We had
23,476. This shows that there are still
sheeplike persons who must be helped to
become disciples of Jesus Christ here in
Malawi.”

A country in Eastern Europe sent this
message of appreciation: “We are thankful
for the close contact we are experiencing
with the Governing Body through all the
channels of Jehovah's earthly organization.
By this we are allowed to see how our
heavenly Father is gathering, through his
Son and all the angels, his sheep today, and
how we may have a small share in it. What
a privilege this is! Our Father has blessed
our efforts with increase. More time spent in
the field, more auxiliary pioneers zealously
preaching the good news, and the highest
number of bound books ever loaned or
placed in the field are the results of this
blessing.”

The modern-day Jubilee horn has sound-
ed loud and clear. The preceding tabulated
report shows how Jehovah’'s Witnesses in
all parts of the earth are answering that call.
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Did John Lack Faith?

in prison about a year now, re-

ceives the report about the resur-
rection of the widow’s son at Nain. But
John wants to hear directly from Jesus
regarding the significance of this, so he
sends two of his disciples to inquire:
“Are you the Coming One or are we to
expect a different one?”

That may seem a strange question,
especially since John saw God's spirit
descend upon Jesus and heard God's
voice of approval when baptizing him
nearly two years before. John's ques-
tion may cause some to conclude that
his faith has grown weak. But this is not
so. Jesus would not speak so highly of
John, which he does on this occasion, if
John has begun to doubt. Why, then,
does John ask this question?

John may simply want a verification
from Jesus that He is the Messiah. This
would be very strengthening to John as
he languishes in prison. But apparently
there is more to John’s question than
that. He evidently wants to know if
there is to be another one coming, a
successor, as it were, who will complete
the fulfillment of all the things that were

J OHN the Baptizer, who has been
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foretold to be accomplished by the
Messiah.

According to Bible prophecies with
which John is acquainted, God's anoint-
ed One is to be a king, a deliverer. Yet
John is still being held prisoner, even
many months after Jesus was baptized.
So John evidently is asking Jesus: Are
you the one to establish the Kingdom of
God in outward power, or is there a
different one, a successor, for whom we
should wait to fulfill all the prophecies
relating to the Messiah’s glory?’

Instead of telling John’s disciples, ‘Of
course | am the one who was to come!’
Jesus in that very hour puts on a re-
markable display by healing many peo-
ple of all kinds of diseases and ail-
ments. Then he tells the disciples: “Go
your way, report to John what you saw
and heard: the blind are receiving sight,
the lame are walking, the lepers are
being cleansed and the deaf are hear-
ing, the dead are being raised up, the
poor are being told the good news. And
hapgy is he who has not stumbled over
me.

In other words, since John’s ques-
tion may imply an expectation of Je-
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sus’ doing more than he is doing, such
as freeing John himself, Jesus is tell-
ing John not to expect more than all of
this.

When John’s disciples leave, Jesus
turns to the crowds and tells them that
John is the “messenger” of Jehovah
foretold in Malachi 3:1 and is also the
prophet Elijah foretold in Malachi 4:5, 6.
He thus extols John as being the equal
of any prophet who lived before him,
explaining:

“Truly | say to you people, Among
those born of women there has not
been raised up a greater than John the
Baptist; but a person that is a lesser
one in the kingdom of the heavens is
greater than he is. But from the days of
John the Baptist until now the kingdom
of the heavens is the goal toward which

men press, and those pressing forward
are seizing it.”

Jesus is here showing that John will
not be in the heavenly Kingdom, since a
lesser one there is greater than John.
John prepared the way for Jesus, but
his death occurs before Christ sealed
the covenant, or agreement, with his
disciples to be corulers with him in his
Kingdom. That is why Jesus says that
John will not be in the heavenly King-
dom. John will instead be an earthly
subject of God’'s Kingdom.

Luke 7:18-30; Matthew 11:2-15.

¢ Why does John ask whether Jesus is the
Coming One or whether a different one should
be expected?

+ What prophecies does Jesus say that John
fulfilled?

+ Why will John the Baptizer not be in heaven
with Jesus?



HEREVER you live, you may have

heard of the famous Liberty Bell,
located in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
U.S.A. The World Book Encyclopedia says
that this bell “was rung July 8, 1776, with
other church bells, to announce the adop-
tion of the Declaration of Independence.
Its inscription, ‘Proclaim Liberty through-
out all the land unto all the inhabitants
thereof,’” is from the Bible (Leviticus 25:
10).”

2

peal, does it not? Likely you would rejoice
at the prospect of genuine liberty—from
false concepts, from political pressure or

1. What inscription appears on the Liberty Bell,

and from where are the words taken?
2. How do you feel about the prospect of liberty,
but what problems may come up about it?

“The path of the ri?hteous ones is like the b
y established.” (Proverbs

until the day is firm

“And you must sanctify the fiftieth
ear and proclaim liberty in the
and to all its inhabitants. It will
become a Jubilee for you ... It
should become something holy to
you . .. Then you will certainly
dwell on the land in security.”
—LEVITICUS 25:10-12, 18.

oppression, from the debilitating effects of
old age and sickness, resulting in death. If
so, there is good reason for you to rejoice,
and there will be greater reason soon.
‘How can that be so0?' you may ask, since
no government has yet provided full free-
dom, and neither scientists nor doctors
can prevent aging, sickness, and eventual
death. But, we repeat, there is a basis for
you to rejoice over true liberty. To un-
derstand how, consider important back-

Liberty continues to have great ap-roynd information that can involve you

—now and in the future.

3 The above-cited passage uses the word

“Jubilee.” The Jubilee was a yearlong
Sabbath-keeping period for the land of

3. What was the Jubilee, and what happened
during that year?

r}]ht light that is getting lighter and lighter
:18) In line with that principle, this article

and the following one present an updated and amplified explanation of the Jubilee.
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Israel. It followed a series of seven ag-
ricultural Sabbath years that altogether
covered 49 years. The 50th year, the Jubi-
lee, was the culmination of this series of
Sabbath observances for the land that Je-
hovah had given his people, fulfilling the
promise made to their forefather Abra-
ham, “Jehovah’s friend.” (James 2:23; Isa-
iah 41:8) On the occasion of the Jubilee,
liberty was proclaimed throughout the
land. This meant freedom for all Israelites
who had sold themselves into servitude
because of debt. Another feature of the
Jubilee was that all hereditary land pos-
sessions that had been sold (likely because
of financial reverses) were returned.—Le-
viticus 25:1-54.

4With that background, you can appre-
ciate why the Jubilee was a festive year of
liberty. It was announced by sounding a
horn on the Day of Atonement.* As Moses
wrote in Leviticus 25:9, 10: “You must
cause the horn of loud tone to sound in the
seventh month on the tenth of the month;
on the day of atonement you people should
cause the horn to sound in all your land.
And you must sanctify the fiftieth year
and proclaim liberty in the land to all its
inhabitants. It will become a Jubilee for
you, and you must return each one to his
possession and you should return each one
to his family.” In 1473 B.C.E., Joshua led
the Israelites across the Jordan River into
the Promised Land, where they were to
observe the Jubilee.

An Initial Freedom Proclaimed

5The foregoing might seem to be an-
cient history having little bearing on our

*The annual Day of Atonement was held on the
10th of Tishri, a month in the Hebrew calendar,
corresponding to our September-October period.

4. When was the Jubilee announced, and how?
5. What aspects of liberation and Jubilee will we
consider?

lives, especially if we are not of Jewish
descent. However, Jesus Christ gave us
valid reason to expect a grander Jubilee.
It is this that constitutes the basis for our
rejoicing over liberty, or freedom. In or-
der to appreciate why, we need to see how
Jesus in two ways provided for liberation
in the first century. Then we will consider
how those correspond to two liberations
in our lifetime, but liberations on a much
grander scale and providing us with much
greater reason for rejoicing.

6 Though not speaking directly of the

ancient Jubilee year, a prophetic reference
to a coming type of liberation was made at
Isaiah 61:1-7: “The spirit of the Sovereign
Lord Jehovah is upon me, for the reason
that Jehovah has anointed me to tell good
news to the meek ones. He has sent me to
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to those taken captive and the wide
opening of the eyes even to the prisoners;
to proclaim the year of goodwill on the
part of Jehovah and the day of vengeance
on the part of our God; to comfort all the
mourning ones . . . Rejoicing to time in-
definite is what will come to be theirs.”
But how and when would that prophecy
find fulfillment?

" After the celebration of the Passover
in the year 30 C.E., Jesus Christ went into
a synagogue on the Sabbath day. He there
read part of Isaiah’s prophecy and applied
it to himself. Luke 4:16-21 says, in part:
“He opened the scroll and found the place
where it was written: ‘Jehovah’s spirit is
upon me, because he anointed me to de-
clare good news to the poor, he sent me
forth to preach a release to the captives
and a recovery of sight to the blind, to
send the crushed ones away with a release,
to preach Jehovah's acceptable year’ . . .

6, 7. (a) lsaiah 61:1-7 foretold what wonderful

developments? (b) How did Jesus indicate that
Isaiah’s prophecy was being fulfilled?
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Jesus proclaims

liberty in 30 C.E.

Then he started to say to them: ‘Today
this scripture that you just heard is ful-
filled.””

1-34; Deuteronomy 18:18; Matthew
15:1-20) Yet this was just an initial
or preliminary freedom. Even in the
first century, Jesus was to assist
with another sort of liberation that
paralleled the Jubilee in ancient Is-
rael. Why is it reasonable to con-
clude that?

9 Jesus said to the formerly blinc

man: “For this judgment | came into
this world: that those not seeing
might see and those seeing might
become blind.” Then he told the
Pharisees: “If you were blind, you
would have no sin. But now you say,
‘We see.’ Your sin remains.” (John 9:
35-41) Yes, sin leading to death was
still a major problem, even as it is
now. (Romans 5:12) The Jews, in-
cluding the apostles, who benefited
from the initial liberation, the spiri-
tual liberation that Jesus provided,
remained imperfect humans. They
continued enslaved to sin and result-
ing death. Could Jesus change that?
Would he? And if so, when?

0 Earlier, Jesus had said: “If you re-

main in my word, you are really my disci-

8 The good news that Jesus declared ples, and you will know the truth, and the

provided spiritual liberation for Jews ac-
cepting it. By having their eyes opened to
what true worship really meant and re-
quired, they were freed from many mis-
taken notions. (Matthew 5:21-48) This
freedom had greater value than physi-
cal cures that Jesus performed. Hence,
though Jesus opened the eyes of a man
born blind, more lasting good resulted to
the man from his recognizing Jesus as a
prophet from God. That man’s new free-
dom contrasted with the condition of reli-
gious leaders who were enslaved to their
traditions and mistaken beliefs. (John 9:
8. (a) What preliminary liberation did Jesus
provide? (b) How is this illustrated at John 9:
1-34?
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truth will set you free.” His Jewish listen-
ers replied: “We are Abraham'’s offspring
and never have we been slaves to anybody.
How is it you say, ‘You will become free’?”
Jesus answered: “Most truly | say to you,
Every doer of sin is a slave of sin. More-
over, the slave does not remain in the
household forever; the son remains forev-
er.” (John 8:31-36) Therefore, fleshly de-
scent from Abraham could not liberate the
Jews from slavery to sin. Jesus made this
historical declaration regarding freedom
to call attention to something that was

9. Even for those spiritually liberated, what
form of enslavement remained?

10. Jesus promised that he would provide what
additional freedom?



coming and that would be greater than
what Israelites experienced in any Jubilee.

The Christian Jubilee Begins

N The Jews did not see that the Jubilee
of the Mosaic Law covenant was typical of
a greater Jubilee. (Colossians 2:17; Ephe-
sians 2:14, 15) This Jubilee for Christians
involves “the truth” that can set humans
free—that truth centering on the Son,
Jesus Christ. (John 1:17) When did this
greater Jubilee that could bring freedom
even from sin and its effects begin to be
celebrated? It was in the spring of 33 C.E,,
on the day of Pentecost. This was ten days
after Jesus’ ascension to heaven to pre-
sent the merit of his sacrifice to Jehovah
God.—Hebrews 9:24-28.

PBefore Jesus, no human creature had
been resurrected from the dead to contin-
ue living forever. (Romans 6:9-11) Rather,
all fell asleep in death and would continue
sleeping until the time was due for the
resurrection of the human family. By his
resurrection through the power of God,
Jesus Christ became what the inspired
Scriptures call him, “the firstfruits of
those who have fallen asleep in death.”
—1 Corinthians 15:20.

BFifty days after his resurrection,
there was evidence that the resurrected
Jesus Christ had ascended into the heav-
ens and had entered into the presence of
Jehovah God with the value of his perfect
human sacrifice and had applied it in be-
half of mankind. This was on the day of
Pentecost 33 C.E. In obedience to instruc-
tions from Jesus, about 120 disciples
met together in Jerusalem. Then Christ
poured out holy spirit on these disciples,
in fulfillment of Joel 2:28, 29. Tongues as

11. Why does our interest in the Christian Ju-
bilee focus on the year 33 C.E.?

12, 13. What happened after Jesus’ death that
soon brought a unique experience to his disci-
ples?

if of fire hovered above their heads, and
they began to speak in languages foreign
to them. (Acts 2:16-21, 33) This was proof
that the resurrected Jesus Christ had as-
cended into the heavens and had entered
into the presence of God with the value of
a perfect human sacrifice to apply in be-
half of mankind.

K What were the consequences for those
disciples? For one thing, they were set
free from the Mosaic Law covenant, which
God had made with the nation of natural
Israel but which he had now canceled,
nailing it to Jesus’ torture stake. (Colos-
sians 2:13, 14; Galatians 3:13) That cove-
nant was superseded by a new covenant
made, not with the nation of natural Isra-
el, but with the new “nation” of spiritual
Israel. (Hebrews 8:6-13; Galatians 6:16)
This new covenant, foretold at Jeremiah
31:31-34, was arranged through a media-
tor greater than the ancient prophet Mo-
ses. Out of interest in liberation, we
should especially note one feature of the
new covenant. The apostle Paul called at-
tention to this, writing: “‘This is the cov-
enant that I shall covenant toward them
after those days, ... | shall by no means
call their sins and their lawless deeds to
mind anymore.” Now where there is for-
giveness of these, there is no longer an
offering for sin.”—Hebrews 10:16-18.

BJesus was pointing to this liberation
from sin when he said: “If the Son sets
you free, you will be actually free.” (John
8:36) Imagine—freedom from sin made
possible on the basis of Christ's sacrifice!
Starting on the day of Pentecost, God
declared believing ones righteous and then
adopted them as spiritual sons having the

14. (a) What was the situation of Christ’s disci-
ples as regards covenants? (b) The new covenant
involved what outstanding blessing?

15. Why can we say that at Pentecost 33 C.E.
the Christian Jubilee began for anointed ones?
(Romans 6:6, 16-18)
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prospect of reigning with Christ in heav-
en. Paul explains: “For you did not receive
a spirit of slavery causing fear again, but
you received a spirit of adoption as sons
.. . If, then, we are children, we are also
heirs: heirs indeed of God, but joint heirs
with Christ.” (Romans 8:15-17) Unques-
tionably, the Christian Jubilee had begun
for anointed Christians.

BSo on that day of Pentecost in the
year 33 C.E., the new nation of spiritual
Israel came into existence. It was made up
of humans whose sins had been forgiven
on the basis of Christ’'s sacrificial blood.
(Romans 5:1, 2; Ephesians 1:7) Who of us
could deny that those first members of
spiritual Israel taken into the new cove-
nant experienced a marvelous liberation
by having their sins forgiven? They were
made by God into “‘a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for
special possession, that [they] should de-
clare abroad the excellencies’ of the one
that called [them] out of darkness into his
wonderful light.” (1 Peter 2:9) True, their
fleshly bodies were still imperfect and
they would die in time. Yet, now that
God had declared them righteous and
had adopted them as spiritual sons, their
fleshly death was just a “releasing” that
allowed for their resurrection to Christ's
“heavenly kingdom.”—2 Timothy 4:6, 18.

I/The initial or preliminary step of
freeing believing Jews from mistaken no-
tions and practices had much value. How-
ever, we have seen that Jesus went beyond
that spiritual liberation. From Pentecost
33 C.E. onward, he liberated believing hu-
mans from “the law of sin and of death.”
(Romans 8:1, 2) Thus began the Christian

16. What additional blessings and prospects
were involved for those celebrating the Christian
Jubilee?

17, 18. Why was the liberation of the Christian
Jubilee more valuable than the preliminary free-
dom that Jesus proclaimed?
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Jubilee for anointed Christians. This truly
was a much more valuable liberation, for
it included the prospect of life in heaven
as joint heirs with Christ.

BWe have so far considered two as-
pects of Christian freedom in the first
century, which undeniably were a basis
for rejoicing. And the first-century be-
lievers did rejoice. (Acts 13:44-52; 16:34;
1 Corinthians 13:6; Philippians 4:4) That
was especially true regarding their share
in the Christian Jubilee, which opened the
way for them to receive everlasting bless-
ings in the heavens.—1 Peter 1:3-6; 4:
13, 14.

BWhere, though, do most true Chris-
tians today fit into this picture, since they
have not been declared righteous for life
and anointed with holy spirit? There is
Scriptural reason to look for a large-scale
liberation in their behalf as part of the
Christian Jubilee. Call to mind Acts 3:
20, 21: “Jesus, whom heaven, indeed,
must hold within itself until the times of
restoration of all things of which God

19. What questions remain for Christians who
are not spirit begotten, and what indicates that
they will have a part in divinely provided libera-
tion?

What Are Your Thoughts?

O What were the benefits of the
Jubilee in ancient Israel?

O How did Jesus proclaim an
initial liberation, and what did it
involve?

O When did the Christian Jubilee
begin, and what is the basis for
concluding that?

O Why do we have reason to look
forward to liberation involving the
millions of Christians who are not
spirit anointed?



spoke through the mouth of his holy
prophets of old time.” (Compare Acts 17:
31.) In the same vein, John, an anoint-
ed apostle who was already enjoying the
Christian Jubilee, wrote about Jesus
Christ: “He is a propitiatory sacrifice for
our sins, yet not for ours only but also for
the whole world’s.” (1 John 2:2) Does that

The Christian Jubilee begins in 33 C.E.

mean that the many loyal Christians to-
day who do not have the heavenly hope
can rejoice in Christian freedom? Is that
just in the future, or do we already have
reason to rejoice? We can find that out by
examining the aspects of Christian liber-
ation and the Jubilee that have special
meaning for true worshipers today.

The Christian Jubileg

Climaxes In the Millennium

EN in the Republic of Israel (found-
E\gd in 1948), the many Jews who con-
sider themselves to be under the Mosaic
Law have not reinstituted the celebrating
of the Jubilee year. And there would be
many complications if they tried. Massive
economic problems would result, for prop-
erty rights are involved. The Republic of

1. What have the Jews in the Republic of Israel
made no effort to reinstitute, and why?

Israel does not occupy all the land inhab-
ited by the ancient 12 tribes. There is also
no temple with a high priest of the tribe
of Levi, tribal identities of the people hav-
ing been lost.

2 Where does that leave us, though,
to the blessings of a Jubilee celebration?

2. How have some Christians already begun to

celebrate a Jubilee foreshadowed by that of an-
cient Israel?
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We recall that the ancient Jubilee was
a festival year of liberty—Israelites who
had sold themselves into slavery were
freed and hereditary lands were returned.
(Leviticus 25:8-54) In the previous article,
we saw that this arrangement ended with
the Mosaic Law covenant in 33 C.E. (Ro-
mans 7:4, 6; 10:4) Then a new covenant
was put in force whereby God could for-
give believers’ sins, anoint them with holy
spirit, and adopt them as sons to be taken
to heaven. (Hebrews 10:15-18) Yet those
thus benefiting from this new covenant
arrangement are a “little flock” of 144,000
“who have been bought from the earth.”
So how can the millions of other loyal
Christians obtain liberation foreshadowed
by the Jubilee?—Luke 12:32; Revelation
14:1-4.

A Sacrifice for A”'

3In pre-Christian times, the benefits of
the annual Day of Atonement lasted for
only one year. The benefits of the Lord
Jesus Christ’s ransom sacrifice are contin-
uous, perpetual. Thus the antitypical High
Priest, Jesus, does not have to become a
man again, sacrifice himself, and then re-
turn to heaven to present the value of that
sacrifice year after year in the Most Holy
of Jehovah God. As the Scriptures state:
“Christ, now that he has been raised up
from the dead, dies no more; death is
master over him no more.”—Romans 6:9;
Hebrews 9:28.

4Hence, in the years since Pentecost
33 C.E., as believers have become spirit-
begotten disciples of the glorified Lord
Jesus, they have begun celebrating the
Christian Jubilee. Once ‘set free from the
law of sin and of death,’ they have enjoyed

3. How effective and lasting is Jesus’ sacrifice?
4, 5. (a) What has been the result of the appli-
cation of Jesus’ sacrifice from Pentecost 33 C.E.?
(b) We have what indication that his sacrifice is
going to be applied more widely?
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invigorating freedom. (Romans 8:1, 2)
They have also proclaimed the Christian
message so that yet others can have their
sins forgiven, be anointed, and become
spiritual sons of God. Does this mean,
though, that if one is not of that group
limited to 144,000, he cannot experience
joyful liberation now?

5Significant in this connection are the
apostle Paul’'s words at Romans 8:19-21:
“The eager expectation of the creation is
waiting for the revealing of the sons of
God. For the creation was subjected to
futility [being sinful and unable to elimi-
nate sin].” Paul then stressed that there
is “hope that the creation itself also will
be set free from enslavement to corruption
and have the glorious freedom of the chil-
dren of God.” Such freedom, therefore, is
not limited to those becoming “children of
God” in heaven. The familiar words at
John 3:16 confirm that. And, as men-
tioned, the anointed apostle John said
that Christ died “for our sins, yet not for
ours only but also for the whole world’s.”
—1 John 2:2.

1919— An Initial Liberation

61n modern times the anointed who are
celebrating the Christian Jubilee have
been declaring liberating good news, espe-
cially since 1919. ‘Why from that time?’
you may wonder if you have been born
more recently. Let us see, keeping in mind
that your enjoyment of liberation is in-
volved.

7For decades before that date, Jeho-
vah's anointed ones published Biblical
truths, such as in the famous series Stud-
ies in the Scriptures (1886-1917). They
also distributed many informative book-
lets and tracts. During World War I, there
came opposition, testing and sifting, and

6, 7. Since 1919, what sort of liberation has
been proclaimed, and why especially since then?



a slackening of their activities. But
in 1919 the anointed remnant went
forth with renewed zeal to proclaim
Bible truths. As Jesus in 30 C.E.
could say that he was anointed to
preach “arelease to the captives and
a recovery of sight to the blind,”
so could these modern-day anoint-
ed ones. After a thrilling convention
September 1-7, 1919,* they vigor-
ously surged ahead in preaching
truths that liberated countless peo-
ple.—Luke 4:18.

8Consider, for example, the Bible
study aid The Harp of God (1921), which
presented vital truths as if they were ten
strings on a harp. The book acknowledged
that “many have been frightened away
from studying the Bible” by the doctrine
that “the punishment for the wicked . . .
is everlasting torment or torture in a hell
burning with unquenchable fire and brim-
stone.” Readers of the nearly 6,000,000
copies of this book learned that this doc-
trine could “not be true for at least four
separate and distinct reasons: (1) because
it is unreasonable; (2) because it is repug-
nant to justice; (3) because it is contrary
to the principle of love; and (4) because it
is entirely unscriptural.” You can imagine
how liberating that was for people who
had grown up in fear of eternal torment
in hell or of agony in purgatory!

9Yes, the zealous preaching of Bible
truth by these anointed ones freed people
around the globe who had been enslaved
to false teachings, superstitions, and un-
scriptural practices (such as ancestor wor-

* A new magazine was there released that was to
be “like a voice in the wilderness of confusion, its
mission [being] to announce the incoming of the
Golden Age.” Today this magazine is called Awake!

8, 9. In what sense have many been set free,
and what aids have been used in proclaiming
such liberation?

ship, fear of ghosts or evil spirits, and
financial exploitation by the clergy). The
very titles of some Bible study aids reflect
the liberating influence they had on mil-
lions.* Thus Jesus’ words have proved
true, when he said that his disciples
‘would do works greater’ than he did.
(John 14:12) Compared with the prelimi-
nary spiritual liberating work that Jesus
did in preaching “a release to the cap-
tives,” God’s modern-day servants have
done far more—reaching many millions
around the globe.

10 Call to mind, however, that in the

first century a further liberating began at
Pentecost 33 C.E. There the Christian Ju-
bilee began for the “little flock” who would
have their sins forgiven, leading to their
becoming “sons of God” in heaven. What
about in our time? Could the millions of
other devoted Christians be released from
bondage to sin and thus celebrate a grand

*Millions Now Living Will Never Die (1920);
Deliverance (1926); Freedom for the Peoples (1927);
Liberty (1932); “The Truth Shall Make You Free”
(1943); What Do the Scriptures Say About “Survival
After Death”? (1955); Life Everlasting— In Freedom
of the Sons of God (1966); The Truth That Leads to
Eternal Life (1968); The Path of Divine Truth
Leading to Liberation (1980).

10. Why can we expect that an additional and
greater liberation will be experienced?
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Jubilee? Yes, and the apostle Peter indi-
cated this when he spoke of “the times of
restoration of all things of which God
spoke through the mouth of his holy
prophets of old time.”—Acts 3:21.

A Jubilee for Millions

N1t is noteworthy that twice in Leviti-
cus chapter 25 the Israelites were remind-
ed that from Jehovah's standpoint they
were his “slaves” whom he had liberated
out of Egypt. (Verses 42 and 55) This
Jubilee chapter also mentions the “set-
tlers” and the ‘aliens in their midst.” Such
ones find a parallel today in the “great
crowd” who are sharing with the spiritu-
al Israelites in proclaiming the Christian
good news.

P Since 1935 the “fine shepherd” Jesus
Christ has brought into active association
with the anointed remnant those whom he
referred to as “other sheep.” These he had
to “bring,” and they were to form “one

11. How does Leviticus chapter 25 suggest that
we can look for a liberation that extends beyond
spiritual Israel?

12. Since 1935, what happy development has
been in progress?
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“Other sheep” share in the
Millennial Jubilee

flock” under “one shepherd.” (John 10:16)
The “other sheep” now number in the mil-
lions. If you are of that happy multitude,
you are already counted righteous as a
friend of God, and as part of human cre-
ation, you are looking forward to being
“set free from enslavement to corruption”
during the coming “times of restoration of
all things” on earth. This is no misplaced
hope.—Romans 8:19-21; Acts 3:20, 21.

BAfter the apostle John saw 144,000
who enjoy the Christian Jubilee with a
heavenly destiny, he described a “great
crowd,” saying: “These are the ones that
come out of the great tribulation, and they
have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb. That is why
they are before the throne of God; and
they are rendering him sacred service day
and night in his temple.”—Revelation 7:
14, 15.

KEven now, before the great tribula-
tion, these are exercising faith in Christ’s
shed blood and thus benefit from his sac-

13. What blessing in particular should we note
as occurring after the “great tribulation”?

14, 15. Why do those of the “great crowd” have
special reason to rejoice now?



rificial death. They also rejoice at being
liberated from Babylon the Great, at hav-
ing a good conscience before Jehovah God,
and in their privilege of sharing in the
fulfillment of Matthew 24:14 by preaching
the good news of the Kingdom before the
end comes.

BHowever, what of the prospect of the
great crowd'’s being liberated from inborn
sin and imperfection? Is that time near?
We have good reason to hold that there
are still with us some of the generation of
mankind that Jesus Christ foretold was
not to pass away until all the things pre-
dicted would be fulfilled. (Matthew 24:34)
Hence, the grand finale of “the conclusion
of the system of things” should be very
close at hand.—Matthew 24:3.

Crowning Features of the
Christian Jubilee

B“The war of the great day of God the
Almighty” comes on apace, and the rem-
nant of the “little flock,” as well as the
“great crowd” of their faithful, loyal com-
panions will keep integrity toward Jeho-
vah God and look forward to having divine
protection. They eagerly anticipate Jeho-
vah's crushing defeat of all the enemy
forces, to the vindication of him as the
Universal Sovereign. What a crowning
feature this will be to their enjoyment
of Christian freedom!—Revelation 16:14;
19:19-21; Habakkuk 2:3.

T/ The reign of the victorious King Jesus
Christ over the cleansed earth will follow,
with Jehovah's universal sovereignty re-
affirmed, and with Jesus Christ in full
control of the earth as King of kings and
Lord of lords. Then he will directly apply
the merit of his sacrifice to the millions of
humans, including the resurrected dead,

16. Where do we stand in the outworking of
God'’s purpose, and what lies ahead?

17. How will millions yet receive liberation in a
grand Jubilee?

who exercise faith and who willingly ac-
cept the forgiveness of sins that God will
provide through Christ. This will be evi-
denced by God's wiping out “every tear
from their eyes, and death will be no more,
neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain
be anymore.” (Revelation 21:3, 4) If that
is not true liberation, what is?
BMoreover, the earth will no longer be
controlled, polluted, and ruined by greedy
individuals, corporations, and human gov-
ernments. (Revelation 11:18) Rather, it
will be returned to true worshipers. They
will be charged with the delightful task of
sharing in a literal fulfillment of Isaiah’s
prophecy: “They will certainly build hous-
es and have occupancy; and they will cer-
tainly plant vineyards and eat their fruit-
age. They will not build and someone else
have occupancy; they will not plant and
someone else do the eating . . . They will
not toil for nothing, nor will they bring to
birth for disturbance; because they are the
offspring made up of the blessed ones of
Jehovah.” (Isaiah 65:21-25) By the end of
the Millennial Reign, all traces of inherit-
ed sin and imperfection will have been
wiped out and God's loyal ones on earth
will be celebrating the full climax with
which the Jubilee terminates. So the lib-
eration foreshadowed by the Jubilee will
have been accomplished.—Ephesians 1:10.

After the Millennial Climax
of the Jubilee

BRevelation 20:1-3 foretells that Satan
the Devil, ruler of demon hordes, will be
off the scene for the thousand years of
Christ's reign over mankind. When, at the
end of the Millennium, the Devil and his

18. Comparable to a feature of the ancient Jubi-
lee, what will occur with the earth in the new
system?

19, 20. How will Satan and the demons try to
interfere with the blessings resulting from the
Millennial Jubilee, but with what outcome?
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demons will be allowed briefly to come
forth, these wicked spirits will see the
earth, not in the condition in which they
left it, but as an indescribably beautiful,
global paradise. They will see the earth
occupied by the faithful “great crowd” and
by the billions of resurrected human dead
for whom Jesus Christ died as a ransom
sacrifice. By the end of the Millennium,
the Christian Jubilee will have achieved
its purpose of fully releasing mankind
from the effects of sin. (Romans 8:21)
How diabolically disgraceful it would be
for anyone to try to ruin that fine situa-
tion! But by almighty God’s permission,
the Devil will make a last attempt to do
this, and in desperate bitterness he will
strike. To this effect it is written at Rev-
elation 20:7-10, 14:

D“Now as soon as the thousand years
have been ended, Satan will be let loose
out of his prison, and he will go out to
mislead those nations in the four corners
of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather
them together for the war. The number of
these is as the sand of the sea. And they
advanced over the breadth of the earth
and encircled the camp of the holy ones
and the beloved city. But fire came down
out of heaven and devoured them. And
the Devil who was misleading them was
hurled into the lake of fire and sulphur.”

2 True liberty, brought about by the
Jubilee arrangement, will continue to be
enjoyed everywhere; all creatures will be
free and will be honoring the One who
alone bears the name Jehovah. (Psalm 83:
18) That will be true as Jehovah continues
to carry out his purposes in all the uni-
verse. At the creation of the earth, before
mankind was placed upon it, “the morning
stars joyfully cried out together, and all

21. After the Christian Jubilee ends with the

Millennium, what response by the heavenly sons
of God will be reminiscent of Job 38:7?
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the sons of God began shouting in ap-
plause” at the beautiful sight. (Job 38:7)
How much more will they do so at seeing
earth populated by men and women who
have demonstrated and proved their total
dedication and integrity to almighty God.

2  All things being taken into account in

the light of the dazzling brilliance being
shed upon the Scriptures, we cannot do
otherwise than spontaneously jubilate
with the heavens and say, Hallelujah! This
is the exhortation to us with which the
book of Psalms closes: “Hallelujah. Praise
God in His sanctuary; praise Him in the
sky, His stronghold. Praise Him for His
mighty acts; praise Him for His exceeding
greatness. Praise Him with blasts of the
horn; praise Him with harp and lyre.
Praise Him with timbrel and dance; praise
Him with lute and pipe. Praise Him with
resounding cymbals; praise Him with
loud-clashing cymbals. Let all that
breathes praise the Lora. Hallelujah.”
—Psalm 150:1-6, Tanakh Bible (1985),
Jewish Publication Society of America.

22. What should be our attitude, in harmony
with the exhortation found at Psalm 150:1-6?

How Would You Answer?

O From what were Jesus’ disciples
released at Pentecost 33 C.E.,
marking the start of what for
them?

O Why is there reason to expect
reater liberation than occurred in
the first century?

O What sort of liberating has been
going on since 1919?

O How and when will the “other
sheep” benefit from a grand
Jubilee?

O After the climax of the Jubilee,
what will the earth be like?



Kingdom Proclaimers Report
‘AMAZING DISTRICT CONVENTION"

THIS was the headline of a
newspaper in Martinez de la
Torre, Veracruz, Mexico, about
a convention of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses held in that city. The
newspaper commented: “The
large attendance at the district
convention of [Jehovah’'s Wit-
nesses] held at the local Expo-
sition Grounds is the most el-
oquent demonstration of an
outstanding happening all over
the world in our days: the in-
creasing distrust people have in
the doctrines of the so-called
‘Christian’ churches and the firm
conviction that the magnitude
of the problems alarmingly tran-
scends the power of govern-
ments to solve them.

“Never has a political meeting
or social event gathered such
a crowd displaying such order
and cleanliness. It was simply
amazing to see 5,000 people
carefully following a program
built exclusively around infor-
mation from the Bible and deal-
ing with aspects of daily life
from raising children and living
together as a family to morality
and spiritual health, along with
Bible story dramatization and
its application in modern times.”

After commenting on the
“overwhelming demonstration
of coordinated efficiency and
organization,” the news report
observed: “The importance of
the activity carried out by the

A typical convention scene in Mexico

local Jehovah's Witnesses can
be measured by the results that
have been obtained in just a few
years. Today it is an associa-
tion that grows by leaps and
bounds, that worries not at all
about the negative comments
that usually surround them.
Whatever negative thing that
could be attributed to them be-
comes nonexistent when one
observes their stand on the
things that surround them, the
orderly way in which they ex-
pand, their respect for authori-
ty, and the great appreciation
they have for cleanliness and
good speech.

“These Bible students are
made up almost 100 percent of
former activists of different re-
ligions, mostly Catholics, that
have noticed religion’s drifting
toward politics and its accep-
tance and approval of un-
Biblical practices like interfaith,
immorality, and violence. It has
been a source of satisfaction
for them to conform to Scriptur-
al principles of conduct without
resorting to idolatry or tradi-
tions of obscure origin. This has
given them a praiseworthy uni-
ty of faith that seems to distin-
guish them wherever they are
found.”

These comments remind us of
the principle that Jesus stated:
“By their fruits you will rec-
ognize them.” (Matthew 7:16)
Many honesthearted ones in
Mexico are recognizing the
Scripturalness of the teachings
of Jehovah’s Witnesses, are as-
sociating with them, and are be-
ing richly blessed spiritually by
Jehovah God.
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Questions From Readers

m In ancient Israel a cycle of 49 years was followed by a Jubilee
year (50th year). Does that Jubilee correspond to the period fol-
lowing God'’s creative week of 49,000 years?

Because the number 49 occurs
in both cases, it might seem that
the Jubilee would foreshadow the
time following the end of a cre-
ative week of 49,000 years. But
for mankind in general who re-
ceive God’s approval, what oc-
curred during Israel’s Jubilee cor-
responds more with what will
occur during the Millennium, the
last thousand years of such cre-
ative week, not what follows after
that week. Consider the basis for
this:

First, the Mosaic Law required
that every seventh year be a sab-
bath for the land; crops were not
to be sown, cultivated, or harvest-
ed. After the seventh Sabbath
year (the 49th year), there came
a special Jubilee year, the 50th
year. It was a sabbath during
which the land was again to rest.
More importantly, liberty was pro-
claimed. Hebrews who had sold
themselves into slavery were
freed from indebtedness and ser-
vitude. Also, hereditary land was
returned to families who had been
forced to sell it. So the Jubilee
was a time of release and resto-
ration for the Israelites.—Leviti-
cus 25:1-46.

Second, a study of the fulfill-
ment of Bible prophecy and of
our location in the stream of time
strongly indicate that each of the

creative days (Genesis, chap-
ter 1) is 7,000 years long. It is
understood that Christ’s reign of
a thousand years will bring to a
close God’'s 7,000-year ‘rest day,’
the last ‘day’ of the creative week.
(Revelation 20:6; Genesis 2:2, 3)
Based on this reasoning, the en-
tire creative week would be 49,-
000 years long.

Noting the similarity in num-
bers, some have compared the 49
years of the ancient Jubilee cycle
to such 49,000 years of the cre-
ative week. Reasoning this way,
they have thought that Israel’'s Ju-
bilee (50th) year should prefigure,
or foreshadow, what will come af-
ter the end of the creative week.

However, bear in mind that the
Jubilee was particularly a year of
release and restoration for peo-
ple. The creative week largely re-
lates to the planet Earth and its
development. But with regard to
the outworking of God's purpose
for man on earth, the globe itself
has not been sold into slavery and
thus is not in need of liberation. It
is mankind that needs that, and
humans have existed, not for 49,-
000 years, but for about 6,000
years. The Bible shows that some
time after Adam and Eve were
created, they rebelled against
God, thus coming into captivity to
sin, imperfection, and death. Ac-

cording to Romans 8:20, 21, Je-
hovah God purposes to liberate
believing mankind from this slav-
ery. As a result, true worshipers
on earth ‘will be set free from
enslavement to corruption and
have the glorious freedom of the
children of God.”—See also Ro-
mans 6:23.

While the small group selected
to be taken to heaven have had
their sins forgiven from Pentecost
33 C.E. onward and thus already
enjoy the Jubilee, the Scriptures
show that the liberation for be-
lieving mankind will occur during
Christ's Millennial Reign. That will
be when he applies to mankind
the benefits of his ransom sacri-
fice. By the end of the Millennium,
mankind will have been raised
to human perfection, completely
free from inherited sin and death.
Having thus brought to an end
the last enemy (death passed on
from Adam), Christ will hand the
Kingdom back to his Father at the
end of the 49,000-year creative
week.— 1 Corinthians 15:24-26.

Consequently, for believing
mankind with earthly prospects,
the liberation and restoration that
marked the Jubilee year in an-
cient Israel will find a fitting paral-
lel during the coming Millennial
Sabbath. Then liberation and res-
toration will be experienced. That
will be under Christ's rulership,
“for Lord of the sabbath is what
the Son of man is."—Matthew
12.8.

“Gather Yourselves Together”

J EREMIAH spoke the above words as
calamity threatened ancient Jerusalem
and Judah. It was urgent that repentant,
true worshipers of Jehovah be gathered
for salvation. Likewise today, apostate
Christendom is about to perish in “a great
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crash,” along with the entire world empire
of false religion. Though the years have
stretched out since 1914, when the clergy
of Christendom gave full support to the
bloodbath of World War |, “the burning
anger of Jehovah has not turned back”



any more than it did during the comparable
time period that spanned the reigns of
Judah’s kings from bloodguilty Manasseh
to faithless Zedekiah. The meek of the
earth must now seek Jehovah in order to
survive.— Jeremiah 4:5-8; 2 Kings 24:3, 4;
Zephaniah 2:2, 3.

How has the modern-day warning been
given? The magazine that you are now
reading has been one effective instrument.
Continuously since 1879, this journal, like
a watchman on his watchtower, has called
attention to the impending fall of false
religion, as typified by Babylon, and the
peaceful Millennial Reign of Christ that will
follow. (Isaiah 21:6-12; Revelation 20:2, 3;
21:1 -4) From its initial issue of 6,000
copies in English, it has expanded until
The Watchtower—Announcing Jehovah’s
Kingdom today enjoys a global circulation
of 12,315,000 copies in 103 languages.
Moreover, its format has been enhanced
over the years. It is now printed in four
colors in 21 languages, but other editions
also appear in attractive form, as befits the
magazine’s vital mission.

With the increase in production, it has
become necessary to decentralize the
printing, so that this is now handled by
Society-operated factories in 35 branches
outside the United States. Further, from
January 1987, editions of our companion
magazine

States, Brazil, Britain, Canada, Denmark,
Finland, Germany, Italy, and Japan will be
in four colors. In the United States this has
been made possible by the installation of
three MAN-Roland high-speed rotary
magazine presses at the Watchtower
Farms factory at Wallkill, New York.

The Society’s branch in Japan is also
using three high-speed presses to
produce Bibles, books, and magazines in
a number of Asiatic languages. Moreover,
this branch has given generous support to
the Australian, Korean, and South African
branches in equipping them with
four-color presses, so that these three
branches are now moving into four-color
magazine printing.

Over the years, there has been a
sharing of resources among the Society’s
branches, with the headquarters
organization setting the lead. Thus many
have been assisted according to the need,
whether it has been in constructing or
extending branch buildings, equipping
these, or in financing the all-important
preaching work in the field. This
“equalizing” process, made possible by
the generous contributions of Jehovah'’s
Witnesses throughout the earth, has been
richly blessed by Jehovah.— 2 Corinthians
8:12-15.

Awake!printed in the United
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Examples That
Encourage Faithfulness

Do day-to-day responsibilities of life ever wear on
you, robbing you of joy and causing you to lose per-
spective? They can. What is a solution? A woman
from Kentucky, U.S.A., writes:

"I had been so depressed, worrying about so
many little things. After | read the Yearbook, I felt so
guilty. All those Christian brothers and sisters went
through so much more and remained faithful. It has
helped me so much. Thank you, again!”

Now the 1987 Yearbook of Jehovah's Withesses
is available with its many thrilling accounts of Chris-
tians maintaining faithfulness to God—in Switzer-
land, Liechtenstein, Trinidad, Tobago, Puerto Rico,
the Virgin Islands, and other lands around the globe.
Don't miss reading it!
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