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THE PURPOSE OF “THE WATCHTOWER” is 
to exalt Jehovah God as the Sovereign of the 
universe. It keeps watch on world events as 
they fulfill Bible prophecy. It comforts all peo- 
pies with the good news that God’s Kingdom 
will soon destroy those who oppress their 
fellowmen and that it will turn the earth into a 
paradise. It encourages faith in the now- 
reigning King, Jesus Christ, whose shed blood 
opens the way for mankind to gain eternal life. 
“The Watchtower,” published by Jehovah’s 
Witnesses continuously since 1879, is nonpo- 
litical. It adheres to the Bible as its authority.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

January 18: “Be Courageous and Very Strong.” 
Page 10. Songs to Be Used: 3, 27.

January 25: How Majestic Is Jehovah’s 
Page 15. Songs to Be Used: 49, 112.

Name!

February 1: “Jehovah Our God We Shall 
Page 21. Songs to Be Used: 141,204.

Serve.”



Christmas
A Time of Festivity 
for Orientals

next day. How, though, could people of 
such diverse religious backgrounds possi- 
bly take pa rt in a “C hristian” holiday?

W hen a little  boy in  Japan  was asked 
about w hether he believes in  S an ta  Claus, 
he answered, Ί  believe in S an ta  because 
he gave me m any gam es.’ His answ er 
reflects the th ink ing  of m any in the Ori- 
ent: ‘Be open-minded. Do not be too rigid 
about religion. If you can get som ething 
out of it, enjoy it. B ut keep it  in  its  place 
so th a t it does not affect o ther aspects of 
your life.’

This way of th ink ing  is clearly seen in  
a survey conducted by a major Japanese 
newspaper. One of the questions asked 

was: “In Japan , i t  is com- 
mon for the  same person 
to participate in various 
religious events such as 
omiyamairi [a  S h in to is t 
e v en t to  c e le b ra te  th e  
g ro w th  o f c h i ld r e n ] ,  
ohigan [a  s e m ia n n u a l  
B uddhist r itu a l to com- 
m em orate the  deceased], 
and  C h ris tm as. Do you 
th in k  th is  is objection- 
ab le?” O nly 19 p e rc e n t 
answ ered “objectionable.” 
Even am ong those who 
claim  to  be C h ris tia n s , 
60 percent felt there  was 
n o th in g  w rong in  cele- 
b ra ting  festivals of differ- 
en t religions.

GIANT C hristm as trees, b righ t lights, 
colorful ban n ers—they are seen in 

every shopping center and departm ent 
store. S tra in s of C hristm as carols blare 
over loudspeakers, and announcem ents 
encourage people to buy more. Men and 
women clad in  S an ta  Claus costum es 
stroll up and down the s tree ts  offering 
giveaways in a patronizing  m anner. Is 
this a scene in a “C h ris tian ” country? No, 
this is in Japan , where less th a n  1 percent 
of the population claims to be C hristian.

Similarly, on the neighboring island 
of Taiwan, both “C hristian s” and non- 
C hristians celebrate C hristm as w ith the ir 
trad itional g ift giving. And in  the Chi- 
nese com m unities in  Ma- 
laysia, firecrackers add a 
new dim ension to the  fes- 
tiv ities of the  “C hris tian” 
holiday.

W hy do th e se  people 
celebrate C hristm as? Do 
they believe in C hristm as?
Or do they believe in the  
festivities of C hristm as?
The evidence shows th a t 
“eat, drink, and be m erry” 
is the m essage th a t they 
get from  the  C hristm as 
celebrations. M any prac- 
tice “C h ris tian ity ” on De- 
cember 24 and 25 bu t go 
back to  th e ir  own way 
—B uddhism , S h in to ism ,
Taoism, or w hatever—the

Total
membership 
of religions 
in Japan: 
207,080,000

Total
Japanese
population:
118,600,000
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m em bership of the  religions in Japan  
am ounted to 170 percent of the  to ta l pop- 
ulation!

“Im possible!” people in  m onotheistic  
cultures m ight exclaim. B ut the sam e am- 
bivalence in  religious a ttitudes  prevails in  
the W estern  way of celebrating C hrist- 
mas too. How could th is  be? And if  i t  is 
so, should you celebrate C hristm as?

This m entality  resu lts  in a peculiar re- 
ligious phenom enon—m any claim to be 
adheren ts  of more th a n  one religion. Ac- 
cording to the  Agency for C ultural Af- 
fairs, th e  grand  to ta l of adherents of reli- 
gious groups in  Jap an  was 207,080,000 a t 
the  end of 1982, w hereas the estim ated 
population of Jap an  in  1982 was only 
118,600,000. This m eans th a t the total

Should You Celebrate
Christmas?
TO ILLUSTRATE the similarity and the difference between 
the Eastern and the Western way of celebrating Christmas, 
the information here presented takes the form of two letters 
exchanged between a Japanese writer and his friend in 
England. The information will help you to answer the 
question: Should I celebrate Christmas?

Dear David,
They are at it again. The merchants are leading the people like chief 

priests. Santa Claus is the master of ceremonies. Christmas trees 
serve as the symbol of the celebration. And offerings of Christmas 
cakes and toys are presented. The merchants are propagating the 
religion of Christmas in Japan. Their mission has been quite successful 
in the past three or four decades. An enormous number of Japanese 
are converted to this “religion”—at least for a couple of days a year!

This has intrigued me. I have often wondered why so many Japanese, 
who are mainly non-Christians, would be celebrating a “Christian” 
holiday. When did the Japanese begin to celebrate Christmas to such 
an extent? What is behind all of this?

Looking for the origin of the Japanese Christmas, I found this 
interesting story. Soseki Natsume, a great writer of the Meiji era 
(1868-1912), sent a Christmas postcard from England to Shiki 
Masaoka, a famous poet, describing the fascinating Christmas scene 
in London at the end of the year 1900. Shiki even composed a haiku, 
the shortest form of Japanese poetry, about a small chapel on a 
Christmas Day. Apparently, Christmas was still a novelty at the turn of 
the century in Japan. So, exactly when did the Japanese celebrate their 
first Christmas?

You may be interested to know that some authorities claim that 
Christmas was celebrated in a girls’ school in Ginza as early as the

The
merchants 
are like chief 
priests. Santa 
Claus is the 
master of 
ceremonies
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eighth year of Meiji (1875). Yet “the custom of celebrating Christmas 
did not really begin to take hold in Japan until 1945,” observed The 
Christian Century. That was when the Japanese saw the families of 
American soldiers and missionaries celebrating Christmas. After being 
defeated in World War II and being left in a spiritual vacuum, the 
Japanese in general needed something to cheer them.

Christmas satisfied that need. As you can imagine, merchants did not 
waste any time in using Christmas decorations to promote their 
year-end sales. Christmas decorations “worked like magic in drawing 
customers,” says a newspaper columnist, Kimpei Shiba. “This,” he 
added, “was because these ornamentations were attractive and 
generated gaiety.”

But, David, since you live in England, you may not know that the 
Japanese had the custom of exchanging year-end gifts long before 
Christmas presents came along. December has always been a boon for 
retailers. People with thick wallets from their year-end bonus go out on 
a spending spree. “This atmosphere [of Christmas],” however, “put the 
people into a merry, spending mood and induced them to buy more 
osei-bo [year-end gifts] than they usually did, so the custom of using 
Christmas decorations has continued,” explains Mr. Shiba.

Today, department stores and retailers climb on the bandwagon to 
make the best of the “Christmas spirit” that seems to work so well. 
Toymakers and bakeries zero in on this atmosphere to take advantage 
of the season. In December, sales at Kiddy Land, the biggest toy-store 
chain in Japan, have been four times higher than other months. It is 
estimated that 5 to 10 percent of all the cakes produced in Japan each 
year are what could be termed “Christmas cakes.”

I found out that some people are annoyed because commercialism 
rules the Christmas scene in Japan. For instance, The Daily Yomiuri 
quotes an American who has lived a long time in Japan: “The Japanese 
have adopted nearly all of the Christmas gimmickry but somehow the 
spirit of the season is not here.” He was talking about the religious 
aspect of Christmas.

This prompted me to look into the religious side of Christmas. 
Churchgoers claim that Christmas (December 25) is Christ’s birthday. 
How surprised I was to find in the Encyclopedia of Japanese Religions 
that it cannot be established that Jesus was born on December 25! The 
encyclopedia says: “Though the actual date of Jesus’ birthday is not 
known, Christmas has been celebrated on December 25 starting 
around the third century ... This date falls approximately on the day 
of the winter solstice, and it took over the pre-Christian festival of the 
rebirth of the Sun.” Rebirth of the sun? I thought it was supposed to be 
the birthday of Jesus. Well, how could sincere Christians celebrate a 
festival that originally was a pagan celebration of the winter solstice?
It was not the birthday of Jesus but the festival of the rebirth of the 
sun. How could Western churchgoers criticize the Japanese as being 
unprincipled in celebrating a “Christian” holiday while they themselves 
have essentially the same kind of observance?

So, David, I would appreciate it if you could answer these questions 
for me, as they are most disturbing.

Your friend,
Ichiro

THE WATCHTOWER-DECEMBER 15, 1986 5

Merchants
used
Christmas to 
promote 
year-end sales

This prompted 
me to look 
into the 
religious side 
of Christmas



Dear Ichiro,
Thank you very much for your letter describing the Christmas 

celebration in your country. It is most interesting for us Westerners to 
learn how Eastern people celebrate a Western holiday.

If I may be quite pointed, you are perfectly justified in saying that 
Christmas is a pagan holiday. Almost any reference work will tell you 
that the festival of Christmas originated in the pagan celebration of 
Saturnalia, the Roman festival for their agricultural god Saturn.

Yes, just as you Japanese people have taken Christmas into your 
Buddhist and Shintoist cultures, the churches of Christendom have 
taken pagan festivals into their “Christian” tradition. In a sense it may 
be even more sinful because while the Japanese celebrate Christmas 
as a foreign festival, the churchgoers observe the pagan celebration of 
Saturnalia as a “Christian” Christmas.

Actually, there was a time here in England when the secular and 
religious celebration of Christmas was outlawed as a pagan practice. 
That was when the Puritans ruled England. In the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony in North America, the Puritans who left England because of 
their beliefs also banned Christmas and imposed fines for merrymaking 
during this season.

But I think you should know the Bible’s view of fusing Christianity with 
pagan religions. “Do not become unevenly yoked with unbelievers.”
That is what the apostle Paul urged in 2 Corinthians 6:1416־. Then in 
verse 17 he went on to quote from the book of Isaiah (52:11, for your 
reference): “Therefore get out from among them, and separate 
yourselves,’ says Jehovah, ‘and quit touching the unclean thing.’”

How can we separate ourselves from unbelievers while still 
celebrating a festival originating in pagan religions? This question has 
moved many sincere Christians to abandon their tradition of 
celebrating Christmas. (It should prove to be interesting for you to open 
your Bible to Matthew 15:3-6 and read Jesus’ words recorded there.) 
Yet there are more reasons to shun such celebrations.

If December 25 is not the birthday of Jesus, celebrating that date as 
his birthday amounts to lying. Just as you have mentioned in your letter, 
how can a Christian who loves truth and is commanded to be honest 
promote falsehood? (Ephesians 4:25) From the date itself to the Santa 
Claus story, Christmas has become packed with lies. Christians, 
however, are told at Revelation 22:15 that “everyone liking and 
carrying on a lie” will end up without the divine blessing of everlasting 
life.

Then, why do so-called Christians in the West celebrate Christmas? 
One of the reasons is commercialism, just as it is in your country. I read 
about a Baptist minister over in the United States who lamented: “If the 
commercial aspect were removed entirely, most folks would feel that 
they had not experienced Christmas. But the religious focus could be 
removed entirely and a large number of people would not notice the 
difference.” These words apply in England as well.

Interestingly, the Bible reveals a close tie between commercialism 
and what it calls “Babylon the Great.” After depicting the fall of this 
“Babylon the Great,” the Bible (in Revelation 18:2,11-19) says: “The 
traveling merchants of the earth are weeping and mourning over her, 
because there is no one to buy their full stock anymore ... The traveling

“Therefore 
get out from 
among them 
. . .  and quit 
touching the 
unclean 
thing”

“The traveling 
merchants of 
the earth are 
weeping and 
mourning 
over her”
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merchants of these things, who became rich from her, will stand at a 
distance because of their fear of her torment and will weep and mourn.” 

Can you identify “Babylon the Great”? Well, who has given “the 
traveling merchants of the earth” here in England and in Japan 
enormous profits by spreading false teachings about Christmas? Is it 
not Christendom’s religions? Yes, I have learned from my studies that 
“Babylon the Great” stands for the worldwide empire of false religion, 
including Christendom.

What do you think we should do? The Bible account of “Babylon the 
Great” helped me to decide what I should do. Revelation 18:4 urges: 
“Get out of her, my people, if you do not want to share with her in her 
sins, and if you do not want to receive part of her plagues.”

‘Getting out of her,’ that is, leaving religion that promotes falsehood, 
meant decisive action on my part. It was not easy to break away from 
all the customs blended in with Christmas. Christmas is a social as well 
as a religious holiday here. I had to muster up courage to be different 
from others. The words I found in Proverbs 29:25 proved to be helpful: 
“Trembling at men is what lays a snare, but he that is trusting in 
Jehovah will be protected.”

I came to see these points with the help of Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
Thousands of people in England have taken the same step and ‘got out 
of Babylon the Great’ with all its false religious practices, including the 
Christmas celebration. But it does not mean we do not honour Jesus 
Christ. We honour him, not by showing a “Christmas spirit” only once a 
year, but by displaying the Christlike spirit all year round.

Your sincere friend,
David

(See Ephesians 4:20-24; Philippians 2 :1 6 Colossians 3 ;־ ־114:  
for the Christlike spirit that they try to cultivate.— Editor.)

“Trembling at 
men is what 
lays a snare, 
but he that is 
trusting in 
Jehovah will 
be protected”
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It is true that those 
Jesus have seen him miraculously 
many persons of diseases. But appar- 
ently they have never seen him raise 
anyone from the dead. Can he do such 
a thing? Addressing the corpse, Jesus 
commands: “Young man, I say to you, 
Get up!” And the man sits up! He starts 
to speak, and Jesus gives him to his 
mother.

When the people see that the young 
man truly is alive, they begin to say: 
“A great prophet has been raised up 
among us.” Others say: “God has 
turned his attention to his people.” 
Quickly the news concerning this 
amazing deed spreads out into all Ju- 
dea and all the surrounding country.

John the Baptizer is still in prison. But

Jesus Dispels 
a Widow’s Grief

SHORTLY after healing the army 
officer’s servant, Jesus leaves for 
Nain, a city over 20 miles (32 km) 

to the southwest of Capernaum. His 
disciples and a great crowd accompany 
him. It is probably toward evening that 
they approach the outskirts of Nain, 
where they meet a funeral procession. 
The dead body of a young man is being 
carried out of the city for burial.

The mother’s situation is especially 
tragic, since she is a widow and this is 
her only child. When her husband died, 
she could take comfort in the fact that 
she had her son. Her hopes, desires, 
and ambitions became wrapped up in 
his future. But now there is no one in 
whom to find consolation. Her grief is 
great as the townspeople accompany 
her to the place of burial.

When Jesus catches sight of the 
woman, his heart is touched by her ex- 
treme sadness. So with tenderness, 
and yet with a firmness that imparts 
confidence, he says to her: “Stop 
weeping.” His manner and action arrest 
the crowd’s attention. So when he ap- 
proaches and touches the bier on which 
the body is being carried, the bearers 
stand still. All must wonder what he is 
going to do.

8 THE WATCHTOWER-DECEMBER 15, 1986



Jesus’ Ministry
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his disciples report to him about all 
these things they see Jesus doing. 
What is John’s response? And what is 
the response of so many others in the 
areas in which Jesus performs his mir- 
acles? Our next issue will answer. Luke 
7:11-18.
♦ What is happening as Jesus approaches 
Nain?
♦ How is Jesus affected by what he sees, and 
what does he do?
♦ How do the people respond to Jesus’ miracle?



“BE COURAGEOUS AND VERY STRONG”
“You men must not be afraid of them, for Jehovah your God 

is the One fighting for you.”—De u t e r o n o m y  3 :22 .

m erely h is to rica l?  F ar 
from it! The apostle Paul 
tells us: “All the th ings 
th a t were w ritten  afore- 
tim e w ere w ritte n  for 
o u r in s t r u c t io n ,  t h a t  
through our endurance 
and through the comfort 
from the Scriptures we 
might have hope.” (Ro- 
mans 15:4) That record 
has m odern-day paral- 
lels. It can streng then  us 
today for spiritual war- 
fare. I t also serves as “a 
warning to us upon whom 
the ends of the system s 
of th ings have arrived,” 
helping us to avoid Sa- 
ta n ’s snares.— 1 Corin- 
thians 10:11; 1 P eter 4:7.

Joshua’s Strength 
— From What Source?

3 V ery  soon  now , 
God’s people will march into Jehovah’s 
new system  of things. In  view of events 
th a t are shaping up in the world, we need 
to cultivate fearlessness. How can we do 
this? As Joshua prepared to en ter the 
P rom ised  Land, God in s tru c te d  him : 
“Only be courageous and very strong to 
take care to do according to all the law

3, 4. (a) W hy do we need to cu ltivate fearless- 
ness? (b) How m ay we do this?

THE tim e had come 
for momentous hap- 

penings in Israel’s his- 
tory. God’s holy nation 
m ust now prepare to en- 
te r  the Promised Land!
F o r  40 y e a r s ,  M oses 
h ad  led  th e  I s ra e li te s  
through a g reat and fear- 
inspiring wilderness. But 
now, in the region of the 
Jo rdan  River in the land 
of Moab, he addressed 
God’s people for the last 
tim e. A t 120 years of age,
“his eye had not grown 
d im , a n d  h is  v i t a l  
s treng th  had not fled,” 
nor had his vocal powers 
failed. Joshua, who was 
abou t to  succeed him , 
and all Israel m ust have 
th rilled  to hear Moses’ 
powerful expositions of 
Jeh o v ah ’s law and his 
forceful exhortation to be courageous when 
they moved in to take possession of the 
land.—Deuteronomy 1:1-5, 19, 21, 29, 30; 
3:22; 31:6, 7, 23; 34:7.

2Are those happenings of so long ago

1. (a) W hat was the situation  in Israel at the  
end o f the w ilderness trek? (b) W hat exhortation  
did M oses then  give?
2. How do we know that the record of these  
th in g s is for our in struction  today?

10 THE WATCHTOWER—DECEMBER 15, 1986



6 W hen Moses sent Joshua to fight the 
Amalekites, “Joshua did ju st as Moses had 
said to him .” He was obedient; so, he 
gained the victory. We, too, will share in 
Jehovah’s vindication if we pay close at- 
ten tion  to the battle  instructions th a t we 
receive through his organization. Jehovah 
told Moses to memorialize His trium ph 
over Amalek by w riting  it in a book and 
propounding it in Joshua’s ears. No doubt 
Joshua fu rther magnified Jehovah’s victo- 
ry by speaking about it to others. In the 
same way, we today can make known the 
m ighty acts of the Sovereign Lord Jeho- 
vah, and we can proclaim his im pending 
“day of vengeance” upon the wicked.—Ex- 
odus 17:10, 13, 14; Isaiah 61:1, 2; Psalm 
145:1-4.

7 W hen Moses sen t 12 chieftains to spy 
out the Promised Land, he included Josh- 
ua in the ir number. On retu rn ing , ten  of 
the spies expressed g reat fear of the Ca- 
naanite inhabitan ts of the land and per- 
suaded the people to cam paign for a 
re tu rn  to Egypt. B ut Joshua and Caleb 
boldly declared: “If Jehovah has found de- 
light in us, then  he will certainly bring us 
into this land and give it to us, a land 
th a t is flowing with milk and honey. Only 
against Jehovah do not rebel; and you, do 
not you fear the people of the  land, for 
they are bread to us. Their shelter has 
turned  away from over them , and Jehovah 
is with us. Do not fear them .”—Numbers 
13:1-14:38.

8 However, the assembly of Israel con- 
tin u e d  to  m u rm u r, so th a t  Je h o v a h  
stepped in and condemned those fearful 
Israelites to 40 years of w andering in the

6. How was Joshua an exam ple to us in connec- 
tion  w ith the cam paign again st Amalek?
7, 8. (a) W hat confidence did Joshua and Caleb 
express on returning from Canaan? (b) W hat 
w arning and encouragem ent do we find in  Jeho- 
vah’s handling of m atters at that tim e?

th a t Moses my servant commanded you. 
Do not tu rn  aside from it to the righ t or 
to the left, in  order th a t you may act 
wisely everywhere you go. This book of the 
law should not depart from your mouth, 
and you m ust in an  undertone read in it 
day and n ight, in order th a t you may take 
care to do according to all th a t is w ritten  
in it; for then  you will make your way 
successful and then  you will act wisely.” 
—Joshua 1:7, 8.

4 Ah, there is the secret! Read the Bible 
daily. I t contains God’s law for us. Medi- 
ta te  on it. Heed its  rem inders. Do not let 
yourself be turned  aside into the mate- 
rialistic, immoral world around you. In 
whatever situation  you find yourself, act 
with wisdom. Make practical application 
of the accurate knowledge and spiritu- 
al understand ing  th a t you have gained 
through your study of God’s Word. Speak 
about it to others. By doing so and by 
relying on Jehovah, you can indeed ‘be 
courageous and very strong, and make 
your way successful.’—Compare Psalm 1: 
1-3; 93:5; 119:165-168.

5 Joshua had been “the m inister of Mo- 
ses from his young manhood” onward. 
(Numbers 11:28) No doubt th is close asso- 
ciation had helped him  to gain spiritual 
strength . Likewise, youthful m inisters to- 
day can gain s tren g th  through working 
along w ith  devoted p a ren ts , pioneers, 
longtim e W itnesses, and o ther loyal ser- 
vants of Jehovah. Engaging in house-to- 
house w itnessing w ith such zealous ones 
can be a joy and can help to build in our 
youths m atu rity  and a desire to move 
forward in the m inistry . (Acts 20:20, 21; 
Isaiah 40:28-31) W hat finer goal could 
young W itnesses have th an  full-tim e ser- 
vice in  behalf of Jeh o v ah ’s Kingdom! 
—Psalm  35:18; 145:10-12.

5. (a) Like Joshua, how can youthful m in isters  
today gain  strength? (b) W hat fine goal may 
young W itn esses have today?
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his clean and righteous new system  of 
things. In these try ing  tim es, we can draw  
streng th  from Jehovah’s fu rth er words to 
Joshua: “Have I not com manded you? 
Be courageous and strong. Do not suffer 
shock or be terrified, for Jehovah your God 
is with you wherever you go.”—Joshua 
1:9.*

11 The Greek equivalent of the  nam e 
Joshua, or Jehoshua, is Jesus, also m ean- 
ing “Jehovah Is Salvation.” It is through 
Jesus C hrist th a t Jehovah provides salva- 
tion for m ankind. In 33 C.E. when Jesus 
rode into Jerusalem  on a colt, the crowd 
kept crying out: “Save, we pray! Blessed is 
he th a t comes in Jehovah’s name!” (M ark 
11:9; Zechariah 9:9) Joshua was a tru e  
type of Jesus, who ‘left us a model for us 
to follow his steps closely.’ (1 P eter 2:21) 
Like Joshua, Jesus held Jehovah’s nam e to 
be precious, and he exalted th a t nam e. 
Twice in his final prayer w ith his disci- 
pies, he emphasized God’s name, saying: 
“I have made your nam e m anifest to the 
men you gave me out of the world. . . .  I 
have made your name known to them  and 
will make it known, in order th a t the love 
with which you loved me may be in them  
and I in union w ith them .” (John 17:6, 26) 
W hat a privilege we have to make th a t 
name known to others!

12 As we read the Bible record of Josh-

* Asher Goldenberg writes in Metre Its 
Significance in the Bible (Hebrew) that in the First 
Temple period, proper names were commonly given 
a longer form, incorporating part of the Tetragram- 
maton, to indicate loyalty to Jehovah. He comments 
that “in the Pentateuch, Moses changes the name of 
Hoshe ben-Nun into ‘Jehoshua’ when he sends him 
to go spying; thus he foresaw that [Joshua] would 
not betray [Jehovah].”

11. (a) How was the m eaning of Jesu s’ nam e 
em phasized  w hen he rode in to  Jerusa lem ?  
(b) How did Jesus regard Jehovah’s name, and 
what shows this?
12. W hat m ighty acts do we aw ait today, and  
why?

wilderness. Except for Caleb and Joshua, 
all th e ir  men of w ar died w ithout seeing 
the Prom ised Land. W hat a w arning for 
us today! Let us never m urm ur against 
Jehovah’s arrangem ents. Even if we meet 
up w ith difficult w itnessing territo ries, let 
us be courageous and strong  in going to 
the  people’s homes w ith the lifesaving 
Kingdom message. May we never be like 
those m odern-day apostates who, ra ther 
th an  give a public w itness, prefer to slan- 
der th e ir b ro thers and to fall back into 
the ways of the  world—antitypical Egypt. 
—N um bers 14:1-4, 26-30; Luke 12:45, 46; 
compare Acts 5:27-29, 41, 42.

Jehovah’s Name to the Fore!
9 The Bible lis t of 12 spies nam es Joshua 

as Hoshea, m eaning “Salvation.” But a t 
th is  point the  record says: “Moses contin- 
ued to call Hoshea the son of Nun Jehosh- 
ua [m eaning, ‘Jehovah Is Salvation’].” 
W hy did Moses thus emphasize Jehovah’s 
name? It was because Joshua served pri- 
m arily for the  vindication of th a t name. 
Joshua became a living example of obedi- 
ence to the  command th a t Moses would 
la te r emphasize to Israel: “You m ust love 
Jehovah your God w ith all your heart and 
all your soul and all your vital force.” In 
so doing, he was privileged to dem onstrate 
th a t ‘Jehovah is salvation.’—Numbers 13:
8. 16; Deuteronom y 6:5.

10 Have we not also come to regard Je- 
hovah’s nam e as m ost precious and de- 
serving of all praise? His illustrious name 
m eans “He Causes to Become” with regard 
to fulfilling his promises. How heartw arm - 
ing his Kingdom promises are! W ith zeal 
like th a t of Joshua, we should w ant to 
m agnify Jehovah’s nam e and purposes be- 
fore all who may yet embrace the hope of

9. How did Joshua live up to h is new name?
10. (a) W hat does Jehovah’s nam e m ean to you? 
(b) W hat strength  can w e draw from Jehovah’s 
further words to Joshua?
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Armageddon. (Compare Isaiah 57:20; Rev- 
elation 17:15.) Today, as m ankind stands 
a t the brink of th a t final plunge, Jehovah 
fortifies his people, now num bering over 
3,000,000—a num ber comparable to th a t 
of God’s people who marched w ith Joshua. 
—Compare Habakkuk 2:3.

15 While the millions of Israel were pass- 
ing over the riverbed, “the priests carry- 
ing the ark of Jehovah’s covenant kept 
standing immovable on dry ground in the 
middle of the Jo rdan ,” to represent the 
in terruption  of m atters by Jehovah God. 
(Joshua 3:17) I t was in 1919 th a t the 
small band of anointed W itnesses stepped 
courageously before the “w aters” of man- 
kind. In 1922 they boldly answ ered the 
call to ‘advertise, advertise, advertise the 
King and his Kingdom,’ saying in effect: 
“Here I am! Send m e.” Jehovah assures 
them: “In case you should pass through 
the waters, I will be w ith you; and through 
the rivers, they will not flood over you.” In 
1931, he honored them  by bestowing upon 
them  the nam e Jehovah’s W itnesses. (Isa- 
iah  6:8; 43:2, 12) A m ong those who 
crossed over the Jordan  would be the non- 
Levitical Israelites and the descendants of 
the non-Israelite “vast mixed company” 
th a t had left Egypt w ith Moses. In like 
m anner, the “g reat crowd” today shares in 
crossing over to God’s new system, while 
the rem aining ones of the spiritual priest- 
ly class stand “steadfast, unmovable,” ex- 
emplary in th e ir fa ith .—Exodus 12:38; 
Revelation 7:9; 1 C orinthians 15:58.

Memorializing the Miracle
16 Jehovah proceeded to  m em orialize

15. (a) W hat in modern tim es resem bles the  
courageous action o f the p riests back there?  
(b) How is the “great crowd” represented  in  th is  
picture?
16. (a) How was the Jordan m iracle m em orial- 
ized? (b) W hat does th is  su g g est as to  Jehovah’s 
m ighty acts today?

ua’s loyal leadership, we can have in mind 
th a t the  G reater Joshua, Jesus Christ, is 
leading God’s people today. “Jehovah’s 
day” of vindication is now a t hand. How 
eagerly we aw ait the fulfillm ent of his 
promise of a righteous new system  th a t 
will follow th a t day! (2 P ete r 3:10-13, 
17, 18) Confidently, then, we look forward 
to fu rther m ighty acts of Jehovah, even 
m ightier th an  those he performed through 
Joshua.

Jehovah’s Miracle at Jordan
13 It was the tim e of harvest in the  year 

1473 B.C.E., and the Jo rdan  River was 
a t flood stage. How could several million 
souls, old and young, men, women, and 
children, be brought through th a t rag- 
ing to rren t?  Yet Jehovah had command- 
ed Joshua: “Now get up, cross th is Jordan, 
you and all th is  people.” In tu rn , the peo- 
pie told Joshua: “All th a t you have com- 
m anded us we shall do.” Israel broke 
camp. The priests marched out first, bear- 
ing the ark  of the  covenant, which was 
carefully covered and which represented 
Jehovah’s presence w ith them . Jehovah 
then s ta rted  to ‘do wonderful th ings in 
the ir m idst,’ for “a t the  in s ta n t th a t the 
carriers of the  Ark came as far as the 
Jordan  and the feet of the  priests carrying 
the Ark were dipped in the  edge of the 
w aters . . . the w aters descending from 
above began to stand  still.” The w aters 
below “were cut off,” to flow on to the 
Dead Sea, “and the people passed over.” 
(Joshua 1:2, 16; 3:5-16) A stupendous mir- 
acle indeed!

14 The ram paging Jordan  finds a paral- 
lei in the  flood of hum anity  th a t is now 
plunging headlong tow ard destruction a t

13. (a) W hat seem in g ly  im possib le situ ation  
faced Israel on the east side of the Jordan? 
(b) How w as Israel’s obedience rewarded?
14. W hat parallel ex ists  in  th is  day, and what 
has been the resu lt of the w itn ess given?
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Reflecting on Events 
in Joshua’s Day—

□ Why must these be viewed as 
more than mere history?
□ How may we cultivate courage 
and spiritual strength?

□ What fine pattern did Joshua 
leave for us?
□ In what ways did Joshua 
foreshadow Jesus?
□ What happenings today parallel 
those at the Jordan?

ing the 67 years up un til th is  year 1986, 
the W itnesses have placed in the homes of 
the people earth  wide, in upwards of 200 
languages, over 570,000,000 bound books 
and more than  6,400,000,000 copies of the 
Watchtower and Awake! m agazines, as 
well as millions of magazine subscriptions 
—a m onum ental testim ony indeed!

18We can be happy th a t the w itness 
has continued until th is  year 1986. Doing 
God’s will has been hard  work, as when 
the 12 men each shouldered his memorial 
stone and carried it all the way to Gil- 
gal. But a grand pioneer sp irit has un it- 
ed God’s modern-day people, stim ulating 
them constantly to “be courageous and 
very strong .”—Psalm  27:14; 31:24; Zeph- 
aniah 3:9.

19 O ther events in Joshua’s day should 
encourage us to move forward, confident 
th a t Jehovah will perform fu rther m ira- 
cles in behalf of his people. Our next arti- 
cle will review some of these.

18. (a) W hat qualities has the priestly  class  
shown today? (b) How have all of God’s people 
been stim ulated?
19. In review ing further events of Joshua’s day, 
what confidence m ay we have?

th is  Jo rdan  miracle, com manding th a t 12 
men, rep resen ting  the tribes of Israel, 
take up 12 stones from the riverbed and 
deposit these on the w estern shore a t Gil- 
gal. Those stones would stand  there as a 
la stin g  m em orial to Jehovah’s name and 
his m ighty  acts. F u tu re  sons of Israel were 
to be told th a t th is memorial was “in order 
th a t all the peoples of the earth  may know 
Jehovah’s hand, th a t it is strong; in order 
th a t you may indeed fear Jehovah your 
God alw ays.” (Joshua 4:1-8, 20-24) In 
m odern tim es, marvelous acts of Jehovah 
in  preserving his people, despite vicious 
a ttacks by political and religious leaders, 
s tand  as a m emorial th a t he is with his 
people. No doubt his grand modern-day 
works in vindication of his nam e will be 
memorialized perm anently  in his new sys- 
tem  of th in g s .—R evelation 12:15, 16; 
Psalm  135:6, 13.

17 A fu r th e r  m em orial was in order: 
“There were also twelve stones th a t Josh- 
ua set up in the  middle of the Jordan 
on the stand ing  place of the feet of the 
priests carrying the ark  of the covenant, 
and they continue there  un til th is day.” 
As the  p riests came up out of the riv- 
erbed and Jehovah released the dammed- 
up f lo o d w a te rs , th e se  cam e sw irlin g  
around the 12 stones of testim ony. (Josh- 
ua 4:9) Henceforth, th a t flood could not 
escape the presence of those stones. Like- 
wise today, hum ankind plunges ever more 
sw iftly tow ard the “Dead Sea” of Arma- 
geddon. B ut it cannot escape the testimo- 
ny th a t Jehovah’s W itnesses have piled up 
worldwide as they stand  “firm in one spir- 
it, w ith  one soul striv ing  side by side for 
the faith  of the good new s.” (Philippians 
1:27, 28) Available records show tha t, dur-

17. (a) W hat further m em orial did Joshua set 
up? (b) H um ankind has been unable to evade 
w hat sim ilar testim ony today?
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HOW M AJESTIC IS  
JEHOVAH'S ]NAME!
“O Jehovah our Lord, how majestic your name is in all the earth!”

— PSALM 8:1, 9.

3 W hat of the world’s morals? In  recent 
years, there has been global escalation of 
abortions, teenage pregnancies, and bro- 
ken families, notably in so-called Chris- 
tian  lands. In some countries, as many as 
50 percent of all m arriages end in  divorce. 
The “sexual revolution” of the  1960’s has 
had other disastrous consequences. One of 
these was cited in The New York Times of 
June 13, 1986, under the front-page head- 
line: “T e n f o l d  In c r e a s e  in  AIDS D e a t h  
T o ll  I s  E x p e c t e d  b y  ’91.” The article in- 
dicated th a t by 1991, the  num ber of AIDS 
(Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome) 
patien ts in the U nited S tates alone could 
be more than  100,000, w ith a yearly med- 
ical cost of up to 16 billion dollars. This 
fatal disease is tran sm itted  mainly by ho- 
mosexual activity, drug abuse, and blood 
transfusions—all of which are in violation 
of God’s law.— 1 C orinthians 6:9, 10; Ga- 
latians 5:19-21; Acts 15:19, 20.

4 In Jo sh u a’s day, Jehovah  sen t His 
holy nation to cleanse the Promised Land 
through literal w arfare. Today, our war- 
fare is spiritual. (2 C orinthians 10:3, 4) 
We W itnesses do not take violent action 
to remove those who ignore God’s W ord. 
Jehovah will remove them  in his own due 
tim e and in his own way. (Deuteronom y

3. W hat has been the resu lt o f the world’s vio- 
lating God’s law?
4. (a) How does our w arfare differ from th a t of 
Israel in  Joshua’s day? (b) To w hat ex ten t should  
we associate w ith  worldly people, and why?

AT LAST, in 1473 B.C.E., Israel stood 
in the  land of prom ise. B ut some 

years of theocratic w arfare lay ahead, for 
they m ust purge the land of its  depraved 
inhabitants. W ere those C anaanites really 
th a t bad? Indeed they were! Their idolatry 
and immoral way of life were detestable in 
Jehovah’s sigh t and a danger to God’s peo- 
pie. Hence, God had Moses announce th a t 
He would use His holy nation, Israel, as 
His executioner. Thus, Jehovah would 
have the land 'vom it ou t’ those unclean 
na tio n s .—Leviticus 18:1-30; Deuterono- 
my 12:29-32.

2 Today, also, we m ight ask the ques- 
tion, Is th is world so bad as to deserve 
destruction? Well, w hat of the  world’s re- 
ligious system s? Sadly, these fail to honor 
the Creator, Jehovah God. People in Chris- 
tendom  have left him, “the source of living 
w ater, in order to hew out for themselves 
cisterns, broken cisterns, th a t cannot con- 
ta in  the  w ater.” (Jerem iah  2:13) Their 
sectarian  beliefs contain  no “w ater” of 
tru th . They have shown themselves to be 
pa rt of the world by supporting its  wars 
and politics and by countenancing its  sex- 
ual mores. As Jesus said, they are to be 
recognized “by the ir fru its .”—M atthew 7: 
16, 17; compare G alatians 6:7, 8.

1. W hy did Jehovah have the land ‘vom it ou t’ 
the C anaanites?
2. W hat “fru its” have the world’s religious sys- 
terns been b ringing  forth?
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against Jehovah. “So [the spies] w ent and 
came to the house of a prostitu te woman 
whose name was Rahab, and they took up 
lodging there .” (Joshua 2:1-7) No doubt 
divine guidance led those spies to Rahab’s 
house, just as angelic guidance today of- 
ten  leads Jehovah’s W itnesses to persons 
p ray ing  fo r sp ir itu a l help! “The eyes 
of Jehovah are toward the righteous ones, 
and his ears are toward the ir cry for help.” 
—Psalm 34:15; see also 2 Chronicles 16:9.

6 W hy would those spies en ter the house 
of a prostitu te? Not for immoral purposes 
but likely to mislead Canaanite observers. 
Rahab’s words to the spies indicated th a t 
she had no im m oral in te re s t in them . 
Knowing th a t they were servants of Jeho- 
vah, she could tell them  of her keen desire 
to become a worshiper of Jehovah. She 
even risked her life by hiding them  on her 
roof. She was like the “sheep” of Jesu s’ 
parable, who show kindness to the Lord’s 
“bro thers.” (M atthew 25:31-46) While act- 
ing discreetly, Jehovah’s W itnesses today 
do not hesitate  to visit and study the Bi- 
ble with such in terested  ‘friends of peace.’ 
—Luke 10:5-7.

32:41, 43) We do not take unprincipled 
people in to  our in tim a te  associa tion , 
though we can show genuine love by mak- 
ing known to them  the good news of the 
Kingdom. (1 Corinthians 15:33) We can 
study God’s W ord w ith them  and encour- 
age them  to ‘repent, and tu rn  around, so 
as to get th e ir sins blotted out.’—Acts 
3:19; M atthew  21:31, 32; Luke 5:27-32.

Rahab and Her Household
5 Even before Israel crossed the Jordan 

River, Jehovah directed atten tion  to the 
city of Jericho. Joshua dispatched two 
spies, rep resen ting  all Israel, and told 
them : “Go, take a look a t the land and 
Jericho.” Why spy on Jericho? Though the 
city was small and was no match for the 
arm y of Israel, i t  com m anded the ap- 
proaches to Canaan. As th ings worked out, 
the presence there of the spies afforded 
some opportunity for those in Jericho to 
identify themselves clearly as being for or

5, 6. (a) W hy did the spies go to Jericho and to  
Rahab’s house? (b) Today, how has Jehovah of- 
ten  answ ered cries for help? (c) How did Rahab 
show h erself to  be “a friend o f peace”?
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vah’s W itnesses tow ard gaining salvation. 
—Psalm 3:6-8; Proverbs 18:10.

8The sign th a t the  spies gave Rahab 
was in the  form of a “cord of scarle t 
th read” th a t she was to tie  in the win- 
dow by which the spies made the ir es- 
cape. (Joshua 2:17-21) Because of Rahab’s 
displaying th is sign, her house would be 
spared when Jericho was destroyed. Sim- 
ilarly today, those who display faith  like 
Rahab’s are identified for deliverance as 
dedicated, baptized w orshipers of Jeho- 
vah. Revelation 7:9, 10, 14 describes them  
as “a great crowd” who have “washed the ir 
robes and made them  w hite in the blood of 
the Lam b.” They exercise faith  in Jesu s’ 
sacrificial blood and back th is  up w ith 
C hristian works. (Romans 10:9, 10) We 
read a t Jam es 2:24, 25: “You see th a t a 
man is to be declared righteous by works, 
and not by faith  alone. In the  same man- 
ner was not also Rahab the harlo t declared 
righteous by works, a fte r she had received

8. (a) W hat today corresponds to Rahab’s d is- 
playing a “cord of scarlet thread” in  her window?  
(b) W hy was Rahab declared righteous, and w ith  
what result?

7 Rahab had learned of the  m ighty acts 
of Jehovah. To the concealed spies she 
could express faith , saying: “I do know 
th a t Jehovah will certainly give you the 
land, and th a t the frigh t of you has fallen 
upon us, and th a t all the  inhab itan ts of 
the land have become disheartened be- 
cause of you.” A fter telling of the report 
she had heard  about Jehovah’s m ighty 
acts, Rahab continued: “Jehovah your God 
is God in  the  heavens above and on the 
earth  beneath. And now, please, swear to 
me by Jehovah th a t, because I have exer- 
cised loving-kindness tow ard you, you also 
will certainly exercise loving-kindness to- 
ward the household of my father, and you 
m ust give me a tru stw orthy  sign .” (Josh- 
ua 2:9-13) Like Rahab, new ones learn- 
ing God’s tru th  today need no longer feel 
afraid because of the  judgm ent due to be 
executed in “the day of Jehovah.” (Zeph- 
aniah 1:14-18) R ather, they  tu rn  from 
worldly ways and seek the help of Jeho-

7. (a) How did Rahab express her fa ith  in Jeho- 
vah? (b) W hat a ttitu d e should new  ones show  
today, and how should they  act?
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the Great, the world em pire of false reli- 
gion th a t has reached the zenith  of its  
iniquity in th is bloodstained 20th  century! 
It has tried  to shut its  gates against in- 
trusion by Jehovah’s W itnesses. In Ra- 
hab’s words, “the frig h t” of God’s people 
has fallen upon it. For example, the  Ita lian  
newspaper La Repubblica of November 12, 
1985, carried the headline “C r y  o f  A l a r m  
F r o m  t h e  C h u r c h  A g a i n s t  J e h o v a h ’S 
W ITNESSES.” The artic le  reported  on a 
meeting, shared in by a Roman Catholic 
cardinal, th a t was convened in  Bologna 
to counteract the “menace” of Jehovah’s 
W itnesses. The pope sent a telegram  of 
encouragem ent and support. The cry was 
sounded forth: “Already they are swarm- 
ing all over the world,” and it was declared 
th a t “now the church will mobilize itse lf” 
to meet th is “danger.” But will it prevail? 
—Jerem iah 1:17-19.

12 Babylon the G reat embraces a con- 
fusing m ultitude of gods, ranging  from 
Christendom ’s mystic T rin ity  to the  mil- 
lions of gods of E astern  religions. Before 
com m issioning Joshua, Moses had de- 
dared : “Listen, 0  Israel: Jehovah our God 
is one Jehovah.” Today, Jehovah’s W it- 
nesses stand alone in exalting th is “one 
God and  F a th e r .” (D euteronom y 6:4; 
Ephesians 4:6) Jehovah will fight for us as 
he did in the days of Joshua and other 
loyal leaders in Israel.—2 Chronicles 20: 
15, 17; 32:7, 8; Isaiah 54:17.

Execution of Judgment
13 Joshua made thorough p reparation  

for Jericho’s siege. The m en who had 
grown up in the wilderness were circum- 
cised. This symbolized the ir pu tting  away 
everything th a t might h inder wholeheart-

12. (a) How does Babylon the G reat’s idea of 
“god” contrast w ith the truth? (b) W hy w ill 
Jehovah fight for his w itnesses?
13. (a) W hat happenings led up to the siege of 
Jericho? (b) W hat parallels do we note today?

the m essengers hospitably and sent them 
out by ano ther way?”

9 R ahab’s “w orks” included protecting 
the  two spies and gathering  others to her 
house for salvation. In the same way, the 
“g reat crowd” of modern tim es busy them - 
selves in loyal support of the anointed 
“faithfu l and discreet slave” as th is group 
provides sp ir itu a l “food a t the  proper 
tim e” and supervises the  global Kingdom- 
p reaching  activ ity . (M atthew  24:45-47) 
For her part, Rahab was fearless in wit- 
nessing to her fa th e r’s household—an ac- 
tiv ity  th a t was fraugh t w ith danger, for 
she could have been betrayed. (Compare 
M atthew  10:32-36.) Sim ilarly, in many 
lands where there  is opposition today, Je- 
hovah’s W itnesses m ust be fearless in giv- 
ing the w itness. This has resulted in a 
grand  ingathering , and often en tire  fami- 
lies have come out of Babylon the G reat to 
take th e ir  s tand  for the  pure worship of 
Jehovah.—Psalm  73:28; 107:21, 22.

Jericho— Then and Now
10Let us look a t these dram atic events 

from a different angle. “Jericho was tigh t- 
ly shu t up because of the  sons of Israel, no 
one going out and no one en tering .” This 
was the  first C anaanite city to come under 
Jehovah’s sword of execution. For th a t 
reason, as firs tfru its  devoted to God, it 
was to receive special a tten tion . Joshua 
explained: “The city m ust become a thing 
devoted to destruction; it w ith everything 
th a t is in it belongs to Jehovah.”—Joshua 
6:1, 17; compare Exodus 22:29; Leviticus 
27:26.

11 How well th is corresponds to Babylon

9. (a) Of w hat did Rahab’s “w orks” consist?  
(b) W hat has resulted from fearless w itnessing  
today?
10. W hat special a tten tion  w as to be given  to 
Jericho?
11. (a) W hat strik ing  parallel do we note today? 
(b) C ite an exam ple of the “fr igh t” of Babylon  
the Great.
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Christendom ’s religions, these W itness- 
es appear to be “a people num erous and 
m ighty.” The clergy are in “severe pains” 
as they note how the proclam ation of the 
tru th  is causing many honest ones to leave 
them  and take the ir stand  for Jehovah. 
—Joel 2:1-3, 6.

16 At last Joshua commands the people: 
“Shout; for Jehovah has given you the 
city .” A great war cry thunders forth . The 
earth  shakes and—miracle of m iracles— 
Jericho’s walls fall down flat. The Israel- 
ites obediently rush  forward to destroy 
every living th ing  in the city. They burn 
it w ith fire. B ut look! One small section of 
the outer wall is still standing, and in  its 
window is a scarlet cord. Rahab and her 
fa ther’s family are led out unharm ed. In 
time, Rahab’s faith  is fu rther rewarded in 
th a t she becomes wife to the Israelite Sal- 
mon and an ancestress of Jesus Christ. 
—Joshua 6:16-26; M atthew 1:5.

17 “So Jehovah proved to be w ith Joshua, 
and his fame came to be in all the ea rth .” 
In like m anner, Jehovah’s m ajestic name 
will be vindicated when Babylon the G reat 
is devastated and stripped of her wealth 
and glory a t the onset of the  “g reat tribu- 
lation.”—Joshua 6:27; Revelation 17:16; 
18:9, 10, 15-17; M atthew 24:21, 22.

An Apostate Fails
18 Shortly a fte r the  resounding victory 

a t Jericho, an  am azing th ing  happened. 
The a ttack  force th a t  Joshua sen t to 
strike down the neighboring city of Ai 
was routed! “Consequently the  h eart of 
the people began to m elt and became as 
w a te r .” The d is tr a u g h t Jo sh u a  cried  
out in prayer: “Alas, Sovereign Lord

16. (a) W hat m iracles mark the fall of Jericho?  
(b) How is Rahab’s fa ith  rewarded?
17. W hat do these m iracles foreshadow?
18. (a) W hy did ‘the heart o f the people begin  to  
m elt’? (b) How did Joshua react to  th a t crisis?

ed devotion to Jehovah. (Deuteronomy 10: 
16; 30:5, 6) Observance of the  Passover 
was resum ed. The people began to  be 
nourished by the produce of the land as 
the miraculously provided m anna ceased. 
Moreover, the “prince of the  arm y of Je- 
hovah,” no doubt the prehum an Logos, ap- 
peared to Joshua, reassuring  him. And 
Joshua humbly acknowledged th a t One’s 
presence. In all of th is, we can note paral- 
lels in  the experience of the  modern-day 
w itnesses of Jehovah as they have devoted 
themselves to the work a t hand. Our spir- 
itual food has become more varied and 
richer in content as “the faithful and dis- 
creet slave” has moved progressively for- 
ward under the  leadership of the Lord Je- 
sus C hrist.—Joshua 5:1-15.

14 Look now a t the  scene of battle. Jeho- 
vah has called for s trange tactics indeed! 
Once each day for six days, priests of Is- 
rael m arch around Jericho, carrying the 
Ark, which represents the  presence of Je- 
hovah. They are preceded by seven priests 
blowing on ra m s’ ho rns, w ith  soldiers 
of Israel m arching ahead of and behind 
them. But on the seventh day they get up 
‘early, as soon as the dawn ascends,’ and 
m arch around the city seven tim es. How 
those Jerichoites m ust shudder!—Joshua 
6:2-15.

15 We find a rem arkable parallel to this 
in w hat Jehovah’s W itnesses are doing 
today earth  wide. Recently, there has been 
a notable expansion of our Kingdom activ- 
ity. In the five years up to 1985, pioneer 
ranks increased 134 percent. The arm y of 
pioneers and other faithful Kingdom pub- 
lishers get up “early ,” often in a literal 
sense, and share zealously in proclaiming 
Jehovah’s judgm ents. To the leaders of

14. W hat stran ge tactics does Jehovah order for 
the siege of Jericho?
15. W hat parallel is  seen  in  the activ ity  of Jeho- 
vah’s W itn esses  today?
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21 The Watchtower of Ju ly  15, 1979, 
came out fo rth rig h tly  in  show ing th e  
Scriptural basis for our house-to-house 
m inistry  and the im portance thereof. Loy- 
al W itnesses moved forward vigorously 
into the 1980’s! Likely the presence of a 
small num ber of apostates had contribut- 
ed to the slowing down of Jehovah’s work 
during the last half of the 1970’s—when 
the average yearly increase in the active 
ranks of Jehovah’s W itnesses fell to less 
than  1 percent. However, the annual in- 
crease in the last five years has averaged 
more than  6 percent. Kingdom publishers 
reached a worldwide peak of 3,024,131 in  
1985, compared with 2,179,256 in 1975. 
Jehovah continues to 'speed up’ his work! 
—Isaiah 54:2, 3; 60:22.

22 Truly, Jehovah’s nam e has become 
majestic in all the earth! But he ‘te lls’ us 
much more through the book of Joshua, as 
we shall now see.—Isaiah 42:8, 9.

21. (a) W hat appears to have been one reason  
for a slowdown in  the late 1970’s? (b) W hat m ay  
have helped in ‘speeding up’ the work since that 
time?
22. As we look further into the book of Joshua, 
what m ust we appreciate about Jehovah’s nam e?

In the Book of Joshua—
□ What pattern do we find of the 
world today?

□ What do we learn from the 
account about Rahab?

□ What do we find that parallels 
our stepped-up activity?

□ What is foreshadowed by the 
fall of Jericho?

□ What is indicated by the 
handling of Achan’s sin?

Jehovah, . . . w hat will you do for your 
g rea t nam e?”—Joshua 7:2-9.

19 Jehovah th en  revealed to Joshua th a t 
“a d isgraceful folly” had been com mitted 
in  Israel. Achan of the  tribe  of Judah  was 
identified as the  offender. From the spoil 
of Jericho  he had stolen a “good-looking” 
B abylonian garm ent, as well as gold and 
silver. Jehovah ‘b rought ostracism ’ on 
Achan, and he and his family were pelted 
w ith  stones. Then they  and the ir posses- 
sions were burned  w ith  fire. As a lasting 
testim ony  to th a t execution of Jehovah’s 
judgm ent, a big pile of stones was raised 
up over Achan him self, and the loca- 
tion  was called “Low Plain of Achor,” 
which nam e m eans “O stracism ; Trouble.” 
Again, Jehovah said to Joshua: “Do not 
be afraid  or be te rrified .” Jehovah’s name 
was exalted in  th a t Joshua never again 
failed in b a ttle .—Joshua 7:10-8:1.

20 Is th e re  a m odern-day parallel to 
A chan’s sin? Yes, there  is. The apostle 
Paul w arned of “oppressive wolves” who 
would ignore theocratic order and pursue 
th e ir  own selfish way. Since 1919, from 
tim e to tim e such greedy ones have ap- 
peared am ong God’s people. For a recent 
exam ple, d u rin g  the  m id-1970’s some 
prom inent elders became disgruntled. It 
was below th e ir  “d ign ity” to w itness from 
house to house, proclaim ing the Kingdom 
m essage a fte r the  p a tte rn  of Jesu s’ apos- 
ties. (Acts 5:42; 20:20, 21, 29, 30) It 
looked good to them  to go back to Bab- 
y lonish  teach ings. Slyly they  tried  to 
raise doubts about “the  last days” and to 
slow down the work of Jehovah’s W it- 
nesses. (2 P e te r 3:3, 4) Finally, they had 
to be disfellowshipped.—2 John 10, 11; 
compare Philippians 1:15-17; Hebrews 6: 
4-8.

19, 20. (a) How did Jehovah d ispose of A chan’s 
fo lly , and w ith  w hat assu ran ce to  Joshua?  
(b) W hat m odern-day parallel m ay be noted?
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“JEHONAH OUR GOD WE SHALL SERVE”
“As for me and my household, we shall serve Jehovah.”—j o s h u a  24 :15.

the other “for the  malediction on M ount 
Ebal.” W ith raised voices the Levites pro- 
nounced the curses for disobedience, and 
all the people responded, “Amen!” Then 
the blessings for obedience were pro- 
nounced. But woe betide Israel if they 
failed to ‘carry out all the  words of the law 
and to fear the glorious and aw e-inspiring 
name of Jehovah God’!—Joshua 8:32-35.

3 Did Israel keep on obeying ‘the words 
of the law’? Despite the  oft repeated ex- 
hortations of Moses, and la te r of Joshua, 
they failed miserably. W hat a powerful 
lesson th is provides for us today! Despite 
con tinual w arn ings, th e re  are  alw ays 
some who th ink  th a t they can flout God’s 
requirem ents, ‘go it on the ir own,’ and yet 
survive. W hat folly! In referring  back to 
the experiences of Israel, Paul stated: “Let 
him th a t th inks he is standing  beware 
th a t he does not fall.”— 1 Corinthians 10: 
12; Ecclesiastes 2:13.

4 Some of God’s people have criticized 
w arnings th a t have been given, saying 
th a t they get tired  of hearing the same 
th ings over and over again. B ut these ones 
are often the first to fall into a trap  of 
Satan. The inspired Bible book of Deu- 
teronom y (in Hebrew Mish-neh’ hat-to-rah' 
meaning, “Repetition of the  Law”) con- 
sists mainly of four discourses by Moses;

3, 4. (a) W hat pow erful lesson  does Israel’s 
course provide for us today? (b) W hy should we 
never tire of hearing the sam e th in gs over and 
over again? (c) W hat is  required in  order to  
enter “the narrow g a te”?

THE s tirr in g  events of the  book of 
Joshua are recorded “for our instrue- 

tion” and as “exam ples” to encourage and 
protect us “upon whom the ends of the 
system s of th ings have arrived .” (Romans 
15:4; 1 Corinthians 10:11) Godly qualities, 
such as endurance, faith , and obedience, 
are highlighted. “By faith  the  walls of 
Jericho fell down afte r they  had been en- 
circled for seven days. By faith  Rahab the 
harlot did not perish w ith those who act- 
ed disobediently, because she received the 
spies in  a peaceable w ay.” (Hebrews 11: 
30, 31) The faith  of Joshua, Rahab, and 
other loyal ones back there  should stim u- 
late us to be courageous and strong, in 
order to finish God’s work today.—Joshua 
10:25; John  4:34.

2 A fter the decisive victory a t Ai, Joshua 
gave a tten tion  to the detailed instructions 
recorded a t Deuteronom y 27:1-28:68. At 
M ount Ebal he erected an a lta r of whole 
stones, and there he carried out the com- 
mand: “You m ust sacrifice communion 
sacrifices and eat them  there, and you 
m ust rejoice before Jehovah your God.” 
O ther stones were erected as a memorial, 
whitewashed, and the words of the Law 
were w ritten  upon them . Then the tribes 
w ere divided, one g roup  s ta n d in g  on 
M ount Gerizim “to bless the  people” and

1. How does the book o f Joshua serve for our 
encouragem ent and protection?
2. (a) How did Joshua show obedience even to  
the la st detail? (b) W hat took place at the m oun- 
ta in s o f Ebal and Gerizim?
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m ighty acts and determ ined th a t they 
would seek peace and security  on Jeho- 
vah’s term s. But how? They sen t to Isra- 
el’s camp a t Gilgal men carrying dry  and 
crumby provisions and w orn-out sacks 
and skin-bottles, and w earing patched 
garm ents and sandals. Approaching Josh- 
ua, these men said: “I t  is from a very 
d istan t land th a t your servan ts have come 
in regard to the  nam e of Jehovah your 
God, because we have heard of his fam e.” 
Hearing this, “Joshua w ent m aking peace 
with them  and concluding a covenant w ith 
them to let them  live.”—Joshua 9:3-15.

7 However, Israel soon learned th a t the  
Gibeonites were in fact ‘dwelling in the ir 
very m idst’! How did Joshua now regard 
the ir ruse? He honored the oath previously 
made to them , ‘to let them  live, and be- 
come gatherers of wood and draw ers of 
w ater for all the assembly.’—Joshua 9: 
16-27; compare Deuteronomy 20:10, 11.

8Many of the N ethinim , who in la ter 
years served a t Jehovah’s temple, were 
likely of Gibeonite extraction. Thus the 
G ibeon ites m ay w ell fo reshadow  th e  
“great crowd” th a t are now rendering  God 
“sacred service day and n ight in his tern- 
pie.” (Revelation 7:9, 15) Though living in 
a Canaanlike world, these a t h eart are “no 
part of the world.” Formerly, they had to 
put up w ith “crum by” sp iritua l provi- 
sions, such as are found in  Christendom ’s 
churches, and they had no “w ine” of joy. 
Coming in contact w ith God’s people, they 
have recognized th a t Jehovah is perform - 
ing m ighty acts through his w itnesses. 
They have made the long trek  from Sa- 
ta n ’s world in order to exchange ta tte red  
‘garm en ts’ for a new identification as 
humble servants of Jehovah, clothed w ith 
the new personality.—John 14:6; 17:11, 
14, 16; Ephesians 4:22-24.

8. In what ways do the Gibeonites foreshadow 
the “great crowd”?

these made it  clear to Israel th a t they 
must obey Jehovah ’s previously sta ted

laws. Moses used over four tim es as many 
words in  w arning of disobedience and the 
resu lting  “curses” as he used in relating 
the “blessings.” A t M ount Ebal, Joshua 
again pu t Israel on notice th a t they must 
obey. Does th is  not indicate to us how 
im portan t it is to strive to “go in through 
the  narrow  g a te”?—M atthew  7:13, 14, 
24-27; 24:21, 22.

5 A decisive showdown was now shaping 
up. The gatew ay city of Jericho had been 
disposed of, much as false religion will be 
devastated  when the “great tribu lation” 
s ta r ts . Ai had fallen. B ut now “all the 
k ings who were on the side of the Jordan 
in  the  m ountainous region and in the She- 
phelah and along the whole coast of the 
G reat Sea and in fron t of Lebanon, the 
H ittite s  and the Amorites, the Canaan- 
ites, the  Perizzites, the  Hivites and the 
Jebusites . . . began to assemble them- 
selves all together to make w ar against 
Joshua and Israel unanim ously.” (Joshua 
9:1, 2) In  m odern-day parallel to this, we 
find the nations of earth  now banded to- 
gether as a so-called U nited Nations. They 
are seeking peace and security for them- 
selves on th e ir  own te rm s  bu t “have 
massed toge ther as one against Jehovah 
and against his anointed one,” the G reater 
Joshua. (Psalm  2:1, 2) W hat will be the 
outcome?

Acting With Shrewdness
6Like Rahab before them , other non- 

Israelites now began to show an in terest 
in survival. These were the inhabitan ts of 
Gibeon, a g reat city to the north  of Jebus, 
or Jerusalem . They had heard of Jehovah’s

5. W hat confederation now faced Israel, and 
w hat corresponding situation  do we see today?
6, 7. (a) In what did the G ibeonites show inter- 
est, and w hat stra tegy  did they adopt? (b) How 
did Joshua adjudge the m atter?
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is given in stan tly  and in good measure. 
The alacrity with which Jehovah’s W it- 
nesses get th ings done is seen also in 
many other ways—as in se tting  up relief 
measures immediately a fte r na tu ra l disas- 
te rs  and in quickly building needed King- 
dom Halls and other places of assembly for 
dispensing “food.” W hen a convention was 
scheduled this past June  a t Yankee Sta- 
dium, New York, an arm y of volunteer 
cleaners moved in a t m idnight afte r a 
baseball game; th a t stadium  never looked 
more spick-and-span than  it did during 
the four days th a t followed. Responsible 
elders of Jehovah’s W itnesses move quick- 
ly, also, to handle crises th a t arise over 
preaching the good new s.—Philippians 1: 
6, 7.

Jehovah Fights for Israel
12 But look, now, a t Gibeon. Jehovah is 

throw ing those enemy forces into con- 
fusion. Israel is pursuing them  with a 
m ighty slaughter. And w hat do we see 
hurled down from the heavens? G reat 
chunks of ice! More are being killed by 
these huge hailstones th an  by the w arriors 
of Israel. Now, listen. Joshua is speaking 
to Jehovah, and w hat does he say “before 
the eyes of Israel”? This: “Sun, be motion- 
less over Gibeon, and, moon, over the low 
plain of Aijalon.” A nother awesome mira- 
cle! “For about a whole day,” the  sun illu- 
m inates th a t battlefield, un til God’s ven- 
geance is completely executed. I t is not for 
us to debate how Jehovah performed th a t 
miracle, any more than  we question how 
he ‘made’ two great lum inaries to shine 
through on his fou rth  crea tive “day .” 
(Genesis 1:16-19; Psalm  135:5, 6) The rec- 
ord is conclusive: “No day has proved to be 
like th a t one, either before it or a fte r it,

12. W hat m iracles does Jehovah perform  in  
fighting for Israel in  defense of the G ibeonites?  
(Compare Habakkuk 3:1, 2, 11, 12.)

Organizational Support
9 W hen Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem , 

got to hear th a t the  Gibeonites had made 
peace with Israel, “he became very much 
afraid, because Gibeon was a g reat city, 
like one of the royal cities, . . . and all its 
men were m ighty ones.” He joined forces 
with four other kings, and they laid siege 
to Gibeon. Imm ediately, the  Gibeonites 
appealed to Joshua: “Come up to us quick- 
ly and do save us and help us.” At once, 
Joshua responded, and Jehovah reassured 
him, saying: “Do not be afraid of them, for 
into your hand I have given them . Not 
a man of them  will s tand  against you.” 
Jo sh u a  an d  h is  v a lia n t m ig h ty  m en 
marched up “all n ight long” so as to take 
the enemy completely by surprise.—Josh- 
ua 10:1-9.

10 Like those five kings, some heads of 
governm ent today become angry a t seeing 
so many of th e ir people—even “mighty 
ones”—taking  the ir s tand  for the G reater 
Joshua and his global Kingdom of righ- 
teousness. These ru lers believe th a t na- 
tionalistic boundaries should be retained, 
even though nations are constantly  quar- 
reling and fighting one another. Hence 
they try  to cut off supplies of spiritual 
food from the peace-loving “g reat crowd,” 
to ban m eetings where they partake of 
this “food,” and to stop them  from speak- 
ing to o thers about sp iritua l m a tters . 
B ut these modern Gibeonites stand loyal- 
ly with sp iritual Israel, saying: “We will 
go w ith you people.”—Zechariah 8:23; 
compare Acts 4:19, 20; 5:29.

11 W hen the “g rea t crowd” appeal to 
the ir “m other” organization for help, th is

9. (a) W hat crisis n ext arose? (b) How did Josh- 
ua respond, and w ith  w hat assurance?
10. (a) W hat kind of action  today parallels the 
siege o f Gibeon? (b) W hat determ ination  do 
m odern-day G ibeonites express?
11. How do Jehovah’s W itn esses handle crises 
today?
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during the Millennial Reign of C hrist over 
the earth  there will be hum an enemies. 
But there will be work to do. In the new 
system of things, we should not expect an 
easy, lazy way of life. A fter receiving 
the ir assignm ents in the “new e a rth ,” the 
Lord’s “other sheep” will have work aplen- 
ty  in the colossal project of beautifying 
the earth  and transform ing it in to  the 
literal Paradise.—Joshua 14:6-15; M ark 
10:29, 30; Romans 12:11.

16 In assigning out the land, Joshua set 
aside six cities of the Levites to be “cities 
of refuge,” three on each side of the  Jo r- 
dan. This was Jehovah’s arrangem ent for 
protecting the unw itting  m anslayer who 
might flee to one of these cities. Such a 
m anslayer had to prove th a t he had a 
clean conscience before God, and th is  he 
did by rem aining in th a t city u n til the 
death of the high priest. Likewise, be- 
cause of the ir former associations w ith 
this bloodguilty world, the “great crowd” 
today m ust seek a good conscience w ith 
God. They gain th a t good conscience by

16. W hat today is  pictured by Jehovah’s ar- 
rangem ent o f “cities of refuge”?

What Do We Learn From the 
Book of Joshua—

□ As to benefiting from repeated 
admonitions?

 As to caring for the modern ם
Gibeonites?

□ As to how Jehovah will fight at 
Armageddon?

□ As to the need to flee to a “city 
of refuge”?

□ As to choosing whom we must 
serve?

in th a t Jehovah listened to the voice of a 
man, for Jehovah him self was fighting for 
Israel.”—Joshua 10 .־1014:

13 Mop-up operations are climaxed by 
the  slaying of the  five kings, a t which time 
Joshua says to his com manders: “Do not 
be afraid  or be terrified. Be courageous 
and strong, for it is like th is  th a t Jehovah 
will do to all your enemies against whom 
you are w arring .” This has already proved 
to be tru e  w ith  regard  to seven kings of 
Canaan, and it continues to be true  as 
another complete num ber of 24 kingdoms 
are  overth row n . T hen only, a f te r  six 
years of w arfare, does the land have rest. 
—Joshua 10:16-25; 12:7-24.

14 Today, as we face the final war of 
Armageddon, may we be courageous and 
strong  as were Joshua, his m ighty men, 
and all the vast encam pm ent of Israel. We 
can be confident th a t, ju s t as Jehovah 
b ro u g h t several m illion Israe lite s  un- 
scathed in to  the Prom ised Land, so he can 
perform  fu rth e r aw e-inspiring miracles in 
bringing the millions of his fearless people 
through Armageddon into his new system. 
—Revelation 7:1-3, 9, 14; 19:11-21; 21: 
1-5.

Our Resolve
15Though he was now approaching 90 

years of age, Joshua was faced with anoth- 
e r big ta sk —th a t of apportioning the land 
am ong the tribes of Israel. This did not 
m ean th a t life would become easy for the 
Israelites. In  fact, Caleb asked for a terri- 
to ry  a t Hebron, where the g ian t Anakim 
lived; he w anted to continue expending 
him self in routing  out the last of Jeho- 
vah’s enemies. This is no indication th a t

13. How does Joshua further encourage his com- 
m anders, and w ith  w hat final result?
14. W ith  w hat a ttitu de and confidence should 
w e face Arm ageddon?
15. W hat kind of assignm en ts can the “other 
sheep” expect in  God’s new  system ?
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settled there. How the ir hearts m ust have 
welled up in thankfulness to Jehovah! And 
in proving faithful to our God, we may 
have sim ilar joy as we en ter his new sys- 
tem, which includes the “new ea rth .” In- 
deed, i t  will be true  of us, as it was true  
in Joshua’s day: “Not a promise failed out 
of all the good promise th a t Jehovah had 
made to the house of Israel; it all came 
tru e .” (Joshua 21:45) May you have a hap- 
py share therein!

18Finally, a t 110 years of age, Joshua

18. (a) W hat did Joshua recount to the elders of  
Israel? (b) W hat desire should w e have w ith  
regard to Jehovah’s new  system ?

confessing the ir sins, repenting, tu rn ing  
around, m aking a dedication to Jehovah, 
and undergoing w ater baptism . Then they 
m ust m ain ta in  th a t s tand . The “great 
crowd” are  required  to  rem ain  in the 
“city” un til Jesus dies figuratively w ith 
respect to his high priestly  work, a t the 
conclusion of his Thousand Year Reign. 
—Joshua 20:1-9; Revelation 20:4, 5; 1 Co- 
rin th ians  15:22, 25, 26.

17 How wonderfully Jehovah had blessed 
his people Israel! The way had been hard, 
and the tria ls  many. B ut finally they had 
come into the Prom ised Land and were

17. W hat joyful outcom e do we anticipate today?
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Jehovah, choose for yourse lves today  
whom you will serve. . . .  AS FOR ME AND 
MY HOUSEHOLD, WE SHALL SERVE JEHOVAH.” 
Can these words be echoed by each of us 
individually, by believing m embers of our 
families, by our congregations, by the  
worldwide “household of God”? Surely  
they can! (Ephesians 2:19) The people in 
Joshua’s day answered him, saying: “Je- 
hovah our God we shall serve, and to  his 
voice we shall listen!” (Joshua 24:15, 24) 
But, sadly, in la ter years they failed to do 
so. We do not w ant to be like those who 
failed. We w ant to be like Joshua and his 
household, like Caleb, like the Gibeonites, 
and like Rahab. Yes, “WE s h a l l  s e r v e  
J e h o v a h .” May we do th is courageously 
and with complete confidence th a t nothing 
“will be able to separate us from God’s love 
th a t is in C hrist Jesus our Lord.”—Ro- 
mans 8:39.

gathered  the  older men of Israel. He re- 
counted to them  the marvelous way th a t 
Jehovah had blessed his faithful people 
from  A braham ’s tim e down to th a t day. 
Jehovah now told them : “Thus I gave you 
a land  for which you had not toiled and 
cities th a t  you had not built, and you took 
up dwelling in them . Vineyards and olive 
groves th a t you did not p lan t are what you 
are ea ting .” W ith  th is  abundant provision, 
surely Israel would w ant to “fear Jeho- 
vah and serve him  in faultlessness and 
in t ru th ” for all tim e. And looking just 
ahead to Jehovah’s glorious new system 
for th is  earth , surely each one of us should 
have a like desire.—Joshua 24:13, 14.

19 Then Joshua put it plainly to the peo- 
pie: “If i t  is bad in your eyes to serve

19. (a) W hat choice did Joshua now put to the 
people, and how did they  answer? (b) W e should 
w ant to be like whom? (c) W hat choice should we 
make, and w ith  w hat resolve?

A Jesuit Confession
(a) The Calendar of Furius Dionysius
Filocalus, composed in the year 
354 [C.E.], in which it is noted: 
‘December 25, the B(irthday) of the 
unconquered (Sun).’ (b) the calendar of 
astrologer Antiochus (composed about 
200 [C.E.]): ‘Month of December.. .  25 
... The birthday of the Sun; daylight 
increases.’ (c) Caesar Julian [Julian the 
Apostate, Roman emperor 
361-363 C.E.] recommended the 
games that were celebrated at the end 
of the year in honor of the sun, which 
was called ‘the unconquered sun.’”
— Chronologia vitae Christi 
(Chronology of the Life of Christ), 
Pontificium Institutum Biblicum, Rome, 
1933, page 46.

MANY today still believe that 
December 25 is a holy day, the 
birthday of Jesus. However, the fact 
that the true religious significance of 
this day has long been known by 
religious leaders is shown by the 
following quotation from a work by 
Urbanus Holzmeister, a Jesuit scholar: 

“Today it is commonly admitted that 
the occasion for the celebration of the 
day December 25 was the festival that 
the pagans were celebrating on this 
day. Petavius [French Jesuit scholar,
1583-1652] already has rightly 
observed that on December 25 was 
celebrated ‘the birthday of the 
unconquered sun.’

“Witnesses for this festival are:
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Astrology in Synagogues?
Later, the zealous reformer 

King Josiah cleaned out these false 
practices. “And the king went on to 
command Hilkiah the high priest and 
the priests of the second rank and the 
doorkeepers to bring out from the 
temple of Jehovah all the utensils made 
for Baal and for the sacred pole and for 
all the army of the heavens. Then he 
burned them outside Jerusalem on the 
terraces of Kidron, and he brought the 
dust of them to Bethel. And he put out 
of business the foreign-god priests, 
whom the kings of Judah had put in 
that they might make sacrificial smoke 
on the high places in the cities of 
Judah and the surroundings of 
Jerusalem, and also those making 
sacrificial smoke to Baal, to the sun 
and to the moon and to the 
constellations of the zodiac and to all 
the army of the heavens.”— 2 Kings 
23:4,5.

What are the lessons taught by 
these historical events? First, that 
there is no room for astrology, 
horoscopes, and other spiritistic 
practices in the worship of the true 
God, Jehovah. Second, that it is very 
easy to slip into these practices if one 
neglects one’s relationship with 
Jehovah and pays attention to human 
philosophy and so-called wisdom.
Then it is easy to ‘venerate and render 
sacred service to the creation rather 
than to the One who created.’ The 
barrier to such practices is to ‘hold God 
in accurate knowledge,’ really to know 
the Sovereign Lord of the universe, 
Jehovah, and his Son, Christ Jesus.
— Romans 1:20-25, 28; John 17:3.

Biblical Archaeology Review of 
May/June 1984 reported the discovery 
of well-preserved mosaic work during 
an archaeological dig at the site of an 
ancient synagogue. It is located at a 
place known as Hammath Tiberias, on 
the edge of the Sea of Galilee. The level 
of the dig is vaguely dated anywhere 
between the second and fifth 
centuries C.E. As the article states: 
“There is extraordinary scholarly 
disarray concerning the dating of 
ancient synagogues.”

But what makes the mosaic so 
unusual? “It consists of the Greek god 
Helios [the sun god] surrounded by a
zodiac__ The signs of the 12 months
are depicted in a band around the circle 
of Helios.” After discussing the question 
of whether the work was executed by a 
Jew or a non-Jew, the article states: 
“The larger problem, however, is, What 
are a zodiac and a Greek god doing in a 
synagogue?...  The problem is 
compounded by the fact that the zodiac 
and Helios comprise a theme repeated 
in several ancient synagogues, of which 
Hammath Tiberias is only the earliest.” 

But would this be the first time that 
the Jews of ancient times had mixed 
pagan symbols and gods with their 
worship? No, for the Bible shows that 
by the time of King Manasseh 
(716-661 B.C.E.), astrology had already 
crept into Jewish worship. The Bible 
account tells us: “So he built again the 
high places that Hezekiah his father had 
destroyed, and set up altars to Baal and 
made a sacred pole, just as Ahab the 
king of Israel had done; and he began to 
bow down to all the army of the heavens 
and to serve them.”■—2 Kings 21:3.

THE WATCHTOWER—DECEMBER 15, 1986 27



“Bless Jehovah”— Why?
to execute judgment upon those “in- 
tensely hating” Jehovah. (Verse 2) 
Other nations would thus learn that 
the God whose name is Jehovah is 
indeed “the Most High over all the 
earth.” (Verse 18) This manifesta- 
tion of power would result in magni- 
tying God’s name, Jehovah, earth 
wide.

Lesson for Us: That Jehovah 
richly rewards those who obey 
him is indicated by reference to 
the “fat of the wheat.” (Psalm 
81:16) Here the word “fat” is 
used figuratively to connote the 
best. (Compare Psalm 63:5.) If 
the Israelites had ‘listened to Je- 
hovah’s voice,׳ he would have 
blessed them with “the fat of the 
wheat”—the best, the choicest 
of things. (Psalm 81:11; Deu- 
teronomy 32:13, 14) Similarly, if 
we ‘listen to Jehovah’s voice,’ he 
will richly bless us.— Proverbs 
10 :22 .

Approaching God
Read Psalms 84 to 89. The 

psalmists express a yearning for 
God’s house. (Psalm 84) Next, 
returned exiles ask for God’s an- 
ger to be withdrawn. (Psalm 85) 
David prays for guidance and 
protection, confident that Jeho- 
vah will answer him. (Psalm 86) A 
melody about those ‘born in Zion’ 
is followed by the plea of an af- 
flicted one. (Psalm 87, 88) Then 
comes a psalm highlighting Je- 
hovah’s loving-kindness as 
shown in the Davidic covenant. 
— Psalm 89.
♦ 84:3— Why mention birds?

The psalmist, a Levite descen- 
dant of Korah, longed to be at Je- 
hovah’s “grand tabernacle.” (Verses 
1, 2) But there were tens of thou- 
sands of Levites. Only once every 
half year would a division of Levites 
be assigned to serve a week at the 
tabernacle. In contrast, even small 
birds had a more permanent home

—death itself. (Jeremiah 51:39) 
This should be a warning to world 
leaders today who trust in their 
arms.—Psalm 76:12.

Lesson for Us: Psalm 75 con- 
tains a warning against pride 
when it says, “Do not exalt your 
horn.” (Verse 5) The horn was a 
symbol of strength, power. (Deu- 
teronomy 33:17) To exalt one’s 
horn was to behave with haugh- 
tiness. The psalmist here warns 
the wicked not to assume arro- 
gant airs about their seemingly 
secure position of power, for ‘the 
horns of the wicked shall be cut 
down’ by Jehovah. (Psalm 75:10) 
Knowing this encourages God’s 
servants to remain faithful to him 
despite the seeming prosperity 
of the wicked.—Compare Psalm 
144:11 -15a.

Obey ״the Most High”
Read Psalms 78 to 83. Asaph’s 

psalms continue. The lessons of 
Israel’s history are recounted. 
(Psalm 78) Then the desolation 
of the temple is lamented, fol- 
lowed by a prayer for Israel’s 
restoration. (Psalms 79, 80) After 
a song reflecting upon deliver- 
ance by God and exhorting his 
people to obey him, there are 
pleas for Jehovah to execute 
judgment upon corrupt judges 
and upon Israel’s enemies. 
— Psalms 8 1 8 3 ־ .
♦ 82:1— How does God judge 
“in the middle of the gods”?

Evidently, “the gods” were the 
judges of Israel. They were called 
gods because they were mighty in 
judicial power. Jehovah, as the Su- 
preme Judge, had the divine right to 
enter into the midst of such judges 
to reprove them for failing to judge 
according to his law.—Isaiah 33: 
22; Psalm 82:2-4.
♦ 83:9-15— Was revenge the 
psalmist’s motive?

Not at all. He was praying for God

Bible
Highlights
Psalms 73 to 106

Who of us can be ungrateful 
when we think of all that Jehovah 
has done, is doing, and will yet do 
for us? Indeed, our hearts should 
move us to bless our God. That 
we have ample reason to bless 
Jehovah is well emphasized in 
Books Three and Four of the 
Psalms. As we now consider 
Psalms 73 to 106, ask yourself, 
‘What reasons do I personally 
have to bless Jehovah?’

Do Not Envy the Wicked
Please read Psalms 73 to 77. 

These are ascribed to Asaph, ev- 
idently including his sons. Asaph 
confesses that he envied the 
wicked— until he came to his 
senses. (Psalm 73) Then Jeru- 
salem’s destruction is lamented. 
(Psalm 74) Next are found ex- 
pressions of gratitude to the 
“fear-inspiring” God, followed by 
a prayer to the “great God” to 
remember his afflicted people. 
— Psalms 75-77.
♦ 73:24— To what “glory” did 
Jehovah take the psalmist?

Until the psalmist came to appre- 
date that ‘the drawing near to God 
was good for him,’ he had felt that 
the wicked were better off than the 
righteous. (Psalm 73:2-12, 28) Al- 
lowing God’s “counsel” to lead him 
resulted in his receiving “glory,” that 
is, favor with Jehovah, a blessed 
relationship with Him.
♦ 76:6— How did “the chario- 
teer” and “the horse” ‘fall 
asleep’?

The Israelites were taught to trust 
in Jehovah rather than in horses 
and chariots. (Psalm 20:7; Proverbs 
21:31) They had no reason to fear 
the horses and scythed chariots of 
their enemies, for Jehovah could 
render their foes powerless, mak- 
ing them ,fall asleep.’ The reference 
here is to “indefinitely lasting sleep”
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creating the universe. (Colossians 
1:15, 16) So Jesus, too, could be 
said to have “laid the foundations of 
the earth”

♦ 103:14— What does “forma- 
tion” signify?

The word here rendered “forma- 
tion” is related to the verb “to form,” 
used at Genesis 2:7, and to the 
noun “potter,” used with reference 
to one who forms clay. (Isaiah 29: 
16; Jeremiah 18:26־) So the psalm- 
ist reminds us that Jehovah, the 
Great Potter, handles us tenderly, 
knowing that we are as fragile as 
earthen vessels.—Compare 2 Co- 
rinthians 4:7.
♦ 104:4— How does Jehovah 
‘make his angels spirits’?

Since angels are already spirit 
creatures, this could not refer to 
their spirit bodies. The word “spirit,” 
though, can also mean “wind” or 
“active force.” God can thus use his 
angels as powerful forces to carry 
out his will. They can also be used 
as executional agents—as “a de- 
vouring fire.” It is reassuring to 
Christians to know that their 
preaching work is backed by such 
powerful angelic creatures.—Com- 
pare Revelation 14:6, 7.

Lesson for Us: Psalm 106 
helps us to appreciate that rebel- 
lious Korah, Dathan, and Abiram 
envied Moses’ position as admin- 
istrator of God’s nation. (Psalm 
106:16; Numbers 16:2-11) In 
the end, the rebellion was 
crushed when “a fire went burn- 
ing” among the rebels. (Psalm 
106:18) Certainly the dangers of 
pride and envy are here made 
manifest. Speaking out against 
appointed servants of Jehovah 
today can likewise bring his 
displeasure.— Hebrews 13:17; 
Jude 4, 8, 11.

Indeed, Jehovah has given us 
much for which to be grateful. 
When we consider all the bless- 
ings he has showered down on 
us, should we not do as the 
psalmist urged, “Bless Jehovah, 
O my soul”?— Psalm 103:1.

had not fled” indicates that he had 
God’s sustaining power.— Deu- 
teronomy 34:7.
♦ 95:3— How is Jehovah a 
“King over all other gods”?

As the Universal Sovereign, Jeho- 
vah is supreme and is King over all 
the false deities in that he is far 
above them. There simply is no 
comparison between Jehovah God 
and any angels or anything else 
that some might worship, including 
nonexistent false gods.

Lesson for Us: Psalm 91 
highlights another reason we 
have for blessing Jehovah—“the 
secret place of the Most High.” 
(Verse 1) It is a place of spiritual 
security, of protection from spir- 
itual harm, for those who fulfill 
the requirements set out in this 
psalm. It is “secret” in that it is 
unknown to people of the world, 
who lack spiritual vision. The fact 
that it is the secret place “of the 
Most High” indicates that only if 
we uphold Jehovah’s side of the 
issue of universal sovereignty 
will we find security there.

“Praise Jah, You People!”
Read Psalms 101 to 106. David 

here describes his manner of ad- 
ministering affairs of state. 
(Psalm 101) An afflicted one 
prays to Jehovah to “build up 
Zion.” (Psalm 102) Calls to “bless 
Jehovah” follow in psalms calling 
attention to God’s mercy, gran- 
deur, and creative works. Here, 
too, is the first of over 20 occur- 
rences in the Psalms of the ex- 
pression, “Praise Jah, you peo- 
pie!” (Psalms 103, 104) Finally, 
two historical psalms bless Je- 
hovah for his deeds in behalf of 
his people.— Psalms 105, 106.
♦ 102:25— Who “laid the foun- 
dations of the earth”?

The psalmist was talking about 
God, but the apostle Paul applied 
these words to Jesus Christ. (He- 
brews 1:10, 11) As it turns out, 
these words also apply to Jesus, 
for he acted as Jehovah’s Agent in

at the sanctuary by their building 
nests there. How happy the psalm- 
ist would be to praise Jehovah by 
likewise dwelling permanently in Je- 
hovah’s house!
♦ 89:49— What were these 
“acts of loving-kindness”?

The expression “acts of loving- 
kindness” refers to the Kingdom 
covenant with all its features. In 
times of difficulty, it was fitting for 
the Israelites to call these promises 
to Jehovah’s attention, not because 
they doubted the covenant, but by 
way of appealing to God on the 
basis of it.

Lesson for Us: Psalm 85 em- 
phasizes what should make us 
yearn for God’s new system of 
things. Only brief mention is 
made of the material blessings. 
(Verse 12) The main emphasis 
is placed on spiritual blessings: 
loving-kindness, trueness, righ- 
teousness, and peace. (Verses 
10-13) Jehovah does not ap- 
peal to materialistic longings but 
shows that the spiritual bless- 
ings of the new system should be 
the strongest motivating force 
for us.

1Jehovah Has Become King!’
Read Psalms 90 to 100. Moses 

contrasts God’s eternalness with 
man’s brief life span, and then he 
highlights Jehovah as our source 
of security. (Psalms 90, 91) Je- 
hovah’s superior qualities are ex- 
tolled, and succeeding psalms 
highlight God’s power, loving- 
kindness, and righteousness as 
well as the Kingdom theme. 
— Psalms 92-100.
♦ 90:10— Did not Moses live 
much longer than 80 years?

Moses, who lived 120 years, was 
not typical of people in general. Of 
the faithless generation that came 
out of Egypt, registered ones “from 
twenty years old upward” were to 
die within 40 years, well within what 
is stated by Moses. (Numbers 14: 
29-34) The comment that at the 
time of Moses’ death “his eye had 
not grown dim, and his vital strength
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Do You Remember?
“pursue the things making for 
peace and the things that are up- 
building to one another.”—11/15, 
page 19.
□ What are the benefits of fol- 
lowing the inspired counsel to 
marry “only in the Lord”? (1 Co- 
rinthians 7:39)
Christian mates can encourage 
each other in successfully meet- 
ing different trials and thus remain 
faithful to God. Unitedly, they can 
resist various pressures that can 
weaken marriage bonds. Their ef- 
forts to serve Jehovah and to live 
according to his ways can contrib- 
ute to a successful marriage that 
honors Jehovah. 11/15, page 26.
□ What good suggestion re- 
garding contributions did the 
apostle Paul give to the congre- 
gation in Corinth?
Paul wrote at 1 Corinthians 16:2: 
“Every first day of the week let 
each of you ... set something aside 
in store as he may be prosper- 
ing.” Regularity was the key em- 
phasized, not so much the amount. 
Today, this same principle can be 
applied by Jehovah’s people to 
meet necessary Kingdom Hall ex- 
penses or to make other Kingdom- 
interest contributions.— 1 2/1, 
page 30.

practical way of showing love 
for one’s neighbor?
The preaching work is practical 
because it helps people apply mor- 
al principles. This, in turn, enables 
them to avoid many problems in 
life.—10/1, page 23.
□ Why was the term “Son of 
man” appropriate for Jesus?
When Jesus applied this term to 
himself he was a human, so he was 
literally “a son of man.” He also 
gave his life to ransom humans, 
thus acting out the role of man- 
kind’s closest relative —truly a 
“Son of man.” (Matthew 20:28; He- 
brews 2:11-17)—10/15, page 6.
□ Why is meaningful commu- 
nication between parents and 
children so important?
Such an interchange creates mu- 
tual understanding and a caring 
for one another. When children 
show a willingness to talk even 
about intimate matters, their par- 
ents are able to sense what is in 
their hearts. Also, the children be- 
gin to see that their parents’ emo- 
tions and motivations are much 
the same as their own. All of this 
contributes greatly toward a 
happy, united fam ily.— 11 /1, 
pages 18,19.
□ How can a 
Christian avoid 
many difficulties 
in business rela- 
tionships?
Before entering 
any business ven- 
ture, a Christian 
should careful- 
ly examine his 
motives. The Bi- 
ble’s counsel at 
Romans 14:19 
should always be 
kept in mind, to

Have you enjoyed reading the last 
several issues of The Watchtower? 
Then see if you can remember the 
following points:
□ In what sense could Paul say 
that he was “clean from the 
blood of all men”? (Acts 20: 
26, 27)
Evidently, during his lifetime Paul 
had never shed blood in warfare, 
nor had he eaten blood. Most im- 
portant, however, he had shown 
great interest in the lives of others 
as represented by their blood. He 
was concerned that none would 
lose their lives in God’s day of 
judgment because he had failed 
to give them a thorough witness. 
—9/1, page 27.
□ Why was Jesus’ sermon on 
the mountainside so valuable?
Jesus’ sermon was valuable not 
only because of its spiritual con- 
tent but also because of its sim- 
plicity and clarity.—9/15, page 9.
□ What made the apostle 
Paul’s counsel so effective?
Its effectiveness lay in the fact 
that those to whom it was directed 
knew that Paul loved them. Also, 
he relied on godly wisdom, not on 
his own opinions, and he offered 
counsel in a spirit of mildness. 
(2 Timothy 3:16; Titus 3:1, 2) 
— 9/15, pages 12,13.
□ What is represented by the 
four beasts seen by Daniel in 
his dream recorded at Daniel 
chapter 7?
They represent world powers dat- 
ing from Daniel’s day onward until 
the setting up of God’s Kingdom. 
These were: Babylon, Medo- 
Persia, Greece, and Rome with its 
outgrowth, the Anglo-American 
World Power.— 10/1, page 7.
□ Why is preaching the good 
news about the Kingdom a

In Our Next Issue
■ Jubilation Among God’s

People

■ “They Will Not
Prevail Against You”

■ Christian Jubilee
Climaxes in the Millennium
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John 6 :5 3  apply to anointed only? 2 /1 5  
Jonathan lose G od’s favor by eating honey?  

6/1
Judges, how m any? 6 /1  
“Leviathan” (Isa  2 7 :1 ), 8 /1 5  
Promised Land m eant? (Ps 3 7 :2 9 ), 1/1 
W ho dem anded m an’s soul? (Lu 12:20 ), 7 /1 5  
W hy B ath -sheba ’s baby died, 3 /1 5  
W itness joins another religion, 1 0 /1 5

Religious Liberty Under Attack (G reece), 12/1  
“River of the Birds" (Uruguay), 2 /1 5

JESUS CHRIST
Do You W alk in Savior’s Footsteps? 9/1  
“Follow His S teps Closely,” 9 /1  
Resurrection— No Myth, 8 /1 5

JESUS’ LIFE AND MINISTRY
(Articles appearing in every issue.)

KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT
(In every issue on the 1st of the month.)

LIFE STORIES
Conforming to Jehovah’s W ays (A. W orsley), 

3/1
Conquered Driving Ambition (W. Gray), 11/1  
G ave Up Going to Heaven (Y. Eto), 9 /1  
Jehovah Blessed My Decisions (S. Friend), 

8/1
Jehovah’s Hand Has Been With Us 

(S. Kraker), 2/1
Pioneer Service Inspired My Life 

(A. G ustavsson), 12/1
Putting M y ‘Hand to the Plow’ (B. Jackson), 

4 /1
Receiving the ‘Requests of My H eart’

(P. W entzel), 7 /1
Trail W ithout End (E. Abbott), 10/1

MAIN STUDY ARTICLES
Advocating Truth in an Ungodly World, 4 /1  
Allow No Place for the Devil! 3 /1 5  
Always Display Love and Faith, 7 /1 5  
“Be Courageous and Very Strong,” 1 2 /1 5  
Be Happy— Show Favor to the Afflicted,

1 0 /1 5
Be Honest in All Things, 1 1 /1 5  
Blessing of Jehovah M akes Rich, 6 /1 5  
“Bread of Life” Available for All, 2 /1 5  
Building for an Eternal Future, 1/1 
Can Anything Separate  You From God’s 

Love? 6/1
Carefully Following the Orders of the King,

6/1
Christian Neutrals in a Bloodstained World, 

9/1
Com fort for Integrity Keepers, 2 /1  
Com fort From the God of Peace, 10/1  
Counsel That Is “Seasoned With Salt,” 9 /1 5  
Days Like “the Days of Noah,” 1/1 
Determ ined to Serve Jehovah With a 

Com plete Heart, 6 /1
Do More Than Say: “Keep Warm and Well 

Fed,” 1 0 /1 5
‘Do Not Be Quickly Shaken From Your 

Reason,’ 3 /1 5
Do You Effectively Reason From the  

Scriptures? 3/1
Do You Have the Mind of Christ? 12/1  
“Exert Yourselves Vigorously,” 1 /15  
Family Problems Solved by Bible Counsel, 

11/1
Finding Delight in Jehovah’s Word, 5 /1 5  
Gladden Jehovah’s H eart by Keeping 

Integrity! 2 /1
Godly Respect for Blood, 9 /1  
Go On Living as Children of God, 7 /1 5  
Guard Against Misusing Power, 8 /1 5  
Happy Are Those W ho Use Power Aright!

8 /1 5
How  M ajestic  Is Jehovah’s Name! 12 /1 5  
Integrity in Serving the God of Truth, 4 /1  
Is Your Eye “Simple”? 5/1  
Jehovah— God of Times and Seasons, 4 /1 5  
“Jehovah Our God W e Shall Serve,” 1 2 /1 5

BIBLE
Bible and Your Future, 5 /1 5  
Book for All Mankind, 4 /1 5  
Daniel Authentic, 10/1  
Daniel: Global Pow er Struggle, 1 0 /1 5  
Daniel: Handwriting on the Wall, 1 1 /1 5  
Daniel: Prophetic G iant Falls, 1 1 /1 5  
Daniel: “Time of the End,” 11/1  
Daniel’s Prophecy Affects You, 10/1  
God’s Word or M an ’s? 4/1  
Practical? 5 /1  
Revelation: Beasts, 2 /1  
Revelation: Horsem en, 1 /1 , 1 /1 5

BIBLE HIGHLIGHTS
Introduction, 1 /15  
Ezra, 1 /15  
Nehemiah, 2 /1 5  
Esther, 3 /1 5  
Psalms 1 -41, 8 /1 5  
Psalms 4 2 -7 2 , 1 0 /1 5  
Psalms 7 3 -1 0 6 , 1 2 /1 5

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND QUALITIES 
Bew are of S in’s Hardening Effects! 4 /1  
Can You Accept Discipline? 5/1  
“Follow the Course of Hospita lity,” 1 /1 5  
“Fully P leasing” to Jehovah, 3 /1 5  
Guard Your Mouth! 8 /1 5  
How Can You Control Your Em otions? 6 /1 5  
How Christians Should Feel About Liberation, 

7/1
Is Your Child ‘Growing to Salvation’? 8 /1  
Keep a Positive Attitude, 6 /1  
Key to True Religion, 6 /1  
Looking for a Partner in Life? 1 1 /1 5  
“Love Your Neighbor”— M ost Practical W ay, 

10/1
M ust You Be in the Limelight? 9 /1  
Praising Jehovah W ith Music, 1 0 /1 5  
Praying Before O thers, 5 /1 5  
Respect God’s Gift of Procreation? 7 /1 5  
“W e Appreciate  the O lder Ones!" 2 /1  
W hat C areer Will You Choose? 4 /1 5  
W hat Is Truly Valuable? 6 /1 5  
Who Really Are the Escapists? 7/1  
W om an’s Honorable Role, 9 /1  
Your Hope— God or R iches? 6 /1 5

INSIGHT ON THE NEWS
4 /1 5 , 5 /1 5 , 6 /1 5 , 7 /1 5 , 9 /1 5 , 1 1 /1 5

JEHOVAH
God of “Old Testam ent”— God of Love? 9 /1 5  
Jehovah— Simply Grand! 1/1

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
Caring for “S heep” in the Caprivi (S W  Africa  

[Nam ibia]), 9 /1 5
Climax to 8 0  Years of G athering (India), 4 /1 5  
Declaring Good New s in Donegal (Ireland), 

5 /1 5
Disabled Persons, Able P reachers (Japan), 

11/15
“Divine Peace" District Conventions, 2 /1 , 5 /1  
Fruit in the “Isle of S p ice” (G renada), 3 /1 5  
Gilead Graduations, 6 /1 , 12/1  
Guadeloupe, 8 /1 5
Increase in Land of Em perors (Austria), 6 /1 5  
“Integrity K eepers” Conventions, 1 /1 5  
Jehovah Provides for Trin idad’s Needs, 3 /1 5  
“Legal Issues in Transfusion M edicine,” 4 /1 5  
Marquesas and Tuam otus, 1 0 /1 5  
New Field-M inistry Handbook, 3 /1  
Pioneer Spirit (Philippines), 7 /1 5  
Professionals Find L ifetim e Em ploym ent 

(Japan), 5 /1
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'Something 
So Nice for 

So Little'
That is how a mother from 

Pennsylvania, U.S.A., feels 
about the cassette recordings of 
M y Book of Bible Stones. She 
writes:

 I have two boys Steven״
(9) and Robert (4). Robert is 
always asking Steven to read to 
him M y Book of Bible Stones. I 
was thinking about recording 
the stories myself but haven't 
had much time to do so. Now, 
thanks to your help, I can pur- 
chase the completed tapes for 
about what blank tapes would 
cost. It's nice to know we can 
still purchase something so nice, 
for someone so precious, for so 
little.״
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