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THE PURPOSE OF “THE WATCHTOWER” is 
to exalt Jehovah God as the Sovereign of the 
universe. It keeps watch on world events as 
they fulfill Bible prophecy. It comforts all peo־ 
pies with the good news that God’s Kingdom 
will soon destroy those who oppress their 
fellowmen and that it will turn the earth into a 
paradise. It encourages faith in the now- 
reigning King, Jesus Christ, whose shed blood 
opens the way for mankind to gain eternal life. 
“The W atchtower,” published by Jehovah’s 
Witnesses continuously since 1879, is nonpo- 
litical. It adheres to the Bible as its authority.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

January 4: Do You Have the Mind of Christ? 
Page 10. Songs to Be Used: 105, 205.

January 11: Jesus, a Model to Follow Closely. 
Page 16. Songs to Be Used: 224, 209.



RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
UNDER ATTACK

IN GREECE
Why has all of th is come about? Who are 

the victims? Who are the perpetrators? 
Let the press in Greece tell you som ething 
about the situation.

Attacks and Arrests
The Constitution of Greece declares th a t 

“Greeks shall have the righ t to assemble 
peaceably and unarm ed.” It also declares 
th a t “freedom of religious conscience is 
inviolable,” and it adds: “All known reli- 
gions shall be free and the ir rites of wor- 
ship shall be performed unhindered and 
under the protection of law.”

Thus, on Sunday, June 15, of th is year, 
hundreds of Jeh o v ah ’s W itnesses m et 
peacefully at a thea te r in Larisa, Greece. 
They were there to study the Bible and to 
discuss ways of improving the application 
of its Christian principles in the ir daily 
lives.

Yet, note w hat took place. The local 
newspaper I Larisa reported: “Hundreds of 
people, especially members of [Greek Or- 
thodox Church] organizations of our town, 
with a few priests leading, s tarted  to gath- 
er, and they began to express the ir disap- 
proval of those in the cinem a—over 700 of 
Jehovah’s W itnesses, the crowd looking as 
if it was about to go into the cinema to stop 
the assembly.”

That went on for about th ree hours. The

DO YOU value liberty? Most people do.
They w ant the freedom to have differ- 

ent opinions on such things as politics, eco- 
nomics, and religion, w ithin the bounds of 
law and order, of course. On the other hand, 
being persecuted for one’s opinions brings 
to mind the Inquisition of the Middle Ages.

W hat does th is have to do with Greece, a 
beautiful land situated in the eastern Med- 
iterranean? In th a t nation, a peculiar sit- 
uation exists th a t is incompatible with 
democratic liberty.

Undermining Liberty 
and Reputation

Greece has long been called “the birth- 
place of democracy.” Indeed, in 1975 Greece 
adopted a democratic Constitution to guar- 
antee the liberties th a t people value. And 
the governm ent of Greece works to uphold 
those guarantees.

However, there are those in Greece who 
are try ing to underm ine its liberties and 
who are seriously dam aging Greece’s rep- 
u ta tion  worldwide. These disorderly ones 
have incited and led ugly mobs to attack 
peaceful Greek citizens, have pressured of- 
ficials to arres t and im prison them, and 
have worked to deny these law-abiding 
Greeks the ir liberties. This has gone on for 
many years now, in spite of the constitu- 
tional guarantees.
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assault, im prisonm ent, and pressure on 
courts. Earlier th is year, clergy opposition 
resulted in a Crete court's denying the 
W itnesses legal status.

In the court brief, the Orthodox Church 
claimed th a t Jehovah’s W itnesses are not a 
“well-known and recognized religion,” and 
they “cannot be rightfully called Chris- 
tian s.” So the Church asserts th a t the W it- 
nesses should have no righ t to the ir own 
buildings for worship or any righ t to talk  
about religion w ith others. But such a men- 
tality  is medieval. It reflects the sp irit of 
the Inquisition, not th a t of ‘the cradle of 
democracy.’

Jehovah’s W itnesses do not try  to deny 
the Orthodox Church the righ t to have its 
churches and to preach w hat it w ants. B ut 
in this modern age, should th a t Church 
impose its  religious views on everyone 
else? And especially in a democratic so- 
ciety where there is great variety of opin- 
ion? In no other W estern democracy is th is 
done.

All over the world, Jehovah’s W itnesses 
are legally recognized as a C hristian  re- 
ligion. Governments of differing political 
viewpoints have granted them  the legal 
right to build places of worship and to hold 
to their beliefs. That they are a well-known 
in ternational C hristian  religion can be 
seen from the fact th a t they have more than  
three million active m inisters, w ith five 
million others attending the ir m eetings. 
And they are organized into 50,000 congre- 
gations in over 200 lands.

So for the clergy to claim th a t Jehovah’s 
W itnesses are not a ‘known C hristian reli- 
gion’ is absurd. The clergy’s a ttitude  is an 
em barrassm ent to the reputation of the 
democratic governm ent of Greece. I t is 
also an insult to the millions of W itness- 
es worldwide who are devout C hristians 
and who know th a t many of the ir fellow 
believers have been m artyred  for th e ir  
faith.

mob was finally dispersed by large numbers 
of police. The mood of the clergy inciting 
the mob was noted by the Larisa newspaper 
Eleftheria when it quoted these words of a 
Greek Orthodox priest: “The next time the 
mayor gives the cinema to [the W itnesses], 
we will take our spades and smash every- 
th ing!” And a bishop publicly expressed his 
approval of the mob’s actions.

In the Larisa newspaper I Alithia, w riter 
Sarantos Vounatsos expressed indignation 
a t the priestly action. He noted tha t the 
m entality  of the mob was like th a t of the 
crowd who clamored for the death of Jesus, 
shouting: “Let him be impaled!” Of the 
Larisa mob, he wrote: “Their ‘leader’ was a 
raving . . . priest! He threatened, bias- 
phemed, preached ostentatiously, and at 
one point . . . gave all those inside five 
m inutes’ notice to leave the cinema . . . 
‘otherwise we will come in and smash their 
heads.’”

The newspaper article addressed itself to 
the priest and said: “Do you wish to impose 
yourself w ith acts of the pharisees? Well, 
be careful, because if you continue you will 
no longer have [God’s] mercy or grace, nor 
ours e ither.”

Such persecution is not just an isolated 
incident. There have been hundreds of ar- 
rests  of non-Orthodox believers in the past 
few years, “including 890 Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses in 1983 alone,” said The Wall Street 
Journal. And th is year, reported the Ath- 
ens newspaper Eleftherotipia, a priest at- 
tacked a 76-year-old W itness, Vasili Ka- 
peleri, resulting  eventually in Kapeleri’s 
death.

Dark Ages Mentality
The root of the problem lies with the 

clergy of the Greek Orthodox Church. Since 
it is the dom inant religion in Greece, the 
clergy feel th a t Jehovah’s W itnesses have 
no righ t to exist. So they try  to deny the 
W itnesses the ir liberties by mob action,
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For example, note what happened when 
Jesus resurrected Lazarus from the dead: 
“The chief priests and the Pharisees . . .  took 
counsel to kill [Jesus].״ Not satisfied with 
that, “the chief priests now took counsel to 
kill Lazarus also, because on account of him 
many of the Jews were going there and 
putting faith in Jesus.” And finally, “the 
chief priests and the older [religious] men 
persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas, 
but to have Jesus destroyed.”—John 11: 
47, 53; 12:10, 11; M atthew 27:20.

It is no wonder th a t Jesus said to them: 
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites! because you resemble whitewashed 
graves, which outw ardly indeed appear 
beautiful but inside are full of dead men’s 
bones and of every sort of uncleanness. In 
tha t way you also, outwardly indeed, appear 
righteous to men, but inside you are full of 
hypocrisy and lawlessness.” (M atthew 23: 
27, 28) Also, the clergy often incited others 
against the disciples of Jesus.

Nowhere did Jesus in struc t Christians to 
persecute, imprison, assault, or take mob 
action against those who disagreed with 
them. Thus, in the first century the real 
Christians were the persecuted, not the per- 
secutors. The persecutors were the clergy 
and those incited by them. It is the same in 
Greece today.

Are They “Antichrists”?
The G reek  O rth o d o x  C h u rc h  also  

claimed: “Jehovah’s W itnesses not only 
cannot be rightfully called C hristians, th a t 
is to say, disciples of Christ, but on the 
contrary, they are . . . the an tich ris ts .” 

W hat does the Bible say of “an tich ris t”? 
At 1 John 2:22 it states: “Who is the liar if 
it is not the one th a t denies th a t Jesus is 
the Christ? This is the an tichrist, the one 
th a t denies the F ather and the Son.”

Thus, the plain fact of God’s inspired 
Word is th a t an an tich ris t does not accept 
Jesus. But Jehovah’s W itnesses do! They

“Clandestine”?________
Equally absurd is the Church’s claim in 

the Crete court th a t Jehovah’s W itness- 
es are a “clandestine” organization. The 
Church said: “The very beliefs of Jehovah’s 
W itnesses are neither fully known nor are 
they openly revealed . . . They do not have 
‘houses of prayer’ nor other public places for 
worship where anyone may freely enter. 
Neither have their rituals of worship ever 
been fully revealed.”

Anyone even remotely familiar with Je- 
hovah’s W itnesses knows th a t such charges 
are u tterly  false. Their teachings are in 
p rin t for anyone to examine, and their 
meetings are open to all orderly persons, 
free of charge. In fact, the W itnesses teach 
the Bible to millions of people in their homes 
all over the world to acquaint them with 
those beliefs! And the W atch Tower branch 
offices worldwide welcome thousands of vis- 
itors each week.

But here is a paradox. Why are the Wit- 
nesses in Greece unable to meet in “houses 
of prayer”? Because they have been denied 
the righ t to build them! Since they are de- 
nied these halls, they m ust meet in private 
homes. And then the Church says th a t they 
are having secret meetings! Yet, throughout 
the world Jehovah’s W itnesses have con- 
structed thousands of large buildings for 
worship. But they cannot do th a t in Greece.

Thus, you may better understand why the 
claims of the Church are, as John Manole- 
dakis, Professor of Penal Law at the Univer- 
sity of Thessalonica in Greece, put it, “not 
at all flattering to both the intended purpose 
of the [Greek Orthodox] Church or the intel- 
ligence of its flock.”

Who Are the Christians?
In the first century, Jesus and his follow- 

ers were the victims of persecution, mob 
action, im prisonm ent, and death. Who were 
their chief persecutors? The clergy of tha t 
time.
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is the Trinity. But why should th a t have any 
bearing on the exercise of democracy in 
Greece? Why m ust everyone believe the 
T rinity  in order to enjoy civil liberties 
there?

Jehovah’s W itnesses do not deny Jesu s’ 
godship, or divinity. They accept w hat John 
1:1 says of him, th a t he is “a god.” However, 
the Church says th a t Jesus is not ju st “a 
god” but tha t he is the almighty God, part of 
three coeternal persons, coequal in power.

The Bible, God’s inspired Word, does not 
teach that. Instead, it plainly states: “For 
God loved the world so much th a t he gave his 
only-begotten Son ” (John 3:16) At no tim e 
did Jesus claim to be almighty God. He said 
he was “the only-begotten Son of God.” Any 
im partial reading of the Scriptures will ver- 
ify th a t.—John 3:18; 10:3436־.

Time and again Jesus said: “The Son 
cannot do a single thing of his own initia- 
tive, but only what he beholds the Father 
doing.” “I have come down from heaven to 
do, not my will, but the will of him th a t sent 
me.” “W hat I teach is not mine, but belongs 
to him th a t sent me.” “The Father is g reater 
than I am .” And God’s Word adds: “The Son 
himself will also subject himself to [God].” 
- J o h n  5:19; 6:38; 7:16; 14:28; 1 Corinthi- 
ans 15:28.

Thus the Trinity is unscriptural. From 
where, then, did it originate? It was adopted 
at the Council of Nicea in 325 C.E. when 
apostates incorporated a pagan idea th a t 
had originated in ancient Egypt and Bab- 
ylon. As historian Will D urant observed in 
The Story of Civilization: Part III: “Chris- 
tianity  did not destroy paganism; it adopted
i t___From Egypt came the ideas of a divine
trin ity .” And The New Encyclopcedia Bri- 
tannica states: “Neither the word Trinity  
nor the explicit doctrine appears in the New 
T estam en t. . .  The doctrine developed grad- 
ually over several centuries and through 
many controversies.”

However, if the Orthodox Church w ants

most fervently believe in Jesus and follow 
his teachings! In fact, no one can become 
one of Jehovah’s W itnesses w ithout accept- 
ing Jesus as the divine Son of God, who 
came down from heaven, was impaled and 
resurrected , and who returned  to heaven.

So anyone who says th a t Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses are “an tich ris t” either is badly mis- 
informed, is blinded by prejudice, or has 
evil motives.

‘Promoting Earthly Jewish Rule5?
A n o th e r a s se r tio n  by th e  O rthodox 

Church is th a t Jehovah’s W itnesses are 
p ro m o tin g  Jew ish  ru le  on ea rth . The 
Church declares: “Their actual camou- 
flaged purpose, which is a completely kept 
secret to the g reat majority of its adher- 
ents, is the establishm ent of a ‘Worldwide 
Theocratic Jew ish Kingdom’ with its main 
center of operations in Jerusalem .”

Ask the millions of W itnesses if they 
believe that! Not one of them  does. While at 
one tim e some thought th a t certain proph- 
ecies may have applied to literal Palestine 
in th is century, th a t view was abandoned 
more than  50 years ago!

Proverbs 4:18 states th a t ‘the path of the 
righteous is like the bright light th a t is 
ge tting  lighter and ligh ter.’ This increas- 
ing enlightenm ent, strengthened by the 
fulfillm ent of Bible prophecy, clearly shows 
th a t the modern Republic of Israel will 
never accept Jesus Christ as the Messiah. 
Thus, to say th a t the C hristian W itnesses 
are prom oting an earthly Jewish kingdom 
centered in Jerusalem  is another absurdity. 
Instead, they promote the heavenly ruler- 
ship of God’s Kingdom, as Jesus taught. 
—M atthew 4:17; 6:10.

Unbiblical Teachings
Among the things used by the clergy to 

incite others against Jehovah’s Witnesses 
is the fact th a t the W itnesses do not accept 
certain  Church doctrines. Foremost of these
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The clergy of the Greek Orthodox Church 
would do well to heed the advice of a law 
teacher of the first century, Gamaliel. To 
the clergy who were persecuting C hrist’s 
followers, he said: “I say to you, Do not 
meddle with these men, bu t let them  alone; 
(because, if this scheme or th is work is 
from men, it will be overthrown; but if it is 
from God, you will not be able to over- 
throw them;) otherwise, you may perhaps 
be found fighters actually against God.” 
—Acts 5 .־3439:

On th a t same occasion, the C hristian  
followers of Jesus C hrist said: “We m ust 
obey God as ru le r  r a th e r  th a n  m e n .” 
That is also how the C hristian  W itnesses 
of Jehovah today view m atters. It is w hat 
they will continue to do in Greece regard- 
less of w hat the clergy dem and.—Acts 
5:29.
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to believe the Trinity, th a t is its right. But 
it has no righ t in a democratic land to 
persecute, incite mobs and arrests, and 
deny Jehovah’s W itnesses their liberties be- 
cause they do not believe the Trinity.

Uphold Democracy in Greece
The C onstitu tion  of Greece is clear: 

“Freedom of religious conscience is invio- 
lable. . . .  All known religions shall be free 
and their rites of worship shall be per- 
formed unhindered and under the protec- 
tion of law.”

Jehovah’s W itnesses, well known and 
granted legal recognition internationally, 
uphold those democratic principles. They 
w ant Greece to uphold them , too, and not 
let any church impose its Inquisition men- 
ta lity  on others by persecuting those who 
do not agree w ith its  views.

Peter and the other apostles told the 
clergy of their day: “We must obey 

God as ruler rather than men”

i t  1



An Army Officer’s Great Faith

W FHEN Jesus gives his Sermon on the 
Mount, he has reached about the halfway 
point in his public ministry. This means he 

has only a year and nine months or so left to 
complete his work on earth.

Jesus now enters the city of Capernaum, a kind 
of home base for his activities. Here older men of 
the Jews approach him with a request. They have 
been sent by an officer in the Roman army who is 
a Gentile.

The army officer’s beloved servant is about to 
die from a serious illness, and he wants Jesus to 
heal his servant. The Jews earnestly plead on 
behalf of the officer: “He is worthy of your confer- 
ring this upon him,” they say, “for he loves our 
nation and he himself built the synagogue for us.”

Without hesitation, Jesus leaves with the men. 
However, when they get near, the army officer 
sends out friends to say: “Sir, do not bother, for I 
am not fit to have you come in under my roof. For 
that reason I did not consider myself worthy to 
come to you.”

What a humble expression for an officer who is 
accustomed to ordering others! But he is also 
probably thinking of Jesus, realizing that custom 
prohibits a Jew from having social connections 
with non-Jews. Even Peter said: “You well know 
how unlawful it is for a Jew to join himself to or 
approach a man of another race.”
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Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of the 
heavens; whereas the sons of the king- 
dom will be thrown into the darkness 
outside. There is where their weeping 
and the gnashing of their teeth will be.” 

“The sons of the kingdom . . . thrown 
into the darkness outside” are natural 
Jews who do not accept the opportuni- 
ty offered first to them of being rulers 
with Christ. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
represent God’s Kingdom arrangement. 
Thus Jesus is relating how Gentiles will 
be welcomed to recline at the heavenly 
table, as it were, “in the kingdom of 
the heavens.” Luke 7 :1 -1 0 ; M atthew  8: 
5 -13 ; Acts 10:28.
♦ Why did Jews plead in behalf of a Gentile 
army officer?
♦ Why might the officer have requested that 
Jesus not enter his house?
♦ What did Jesus mean by his concluding re- 
marks?

f  l a c i  i o ’ Ufe and -----------J c b U b  Ministry

Perhaps not wanting Jesus to suffer 
the consequences of violating this cus- 
tom, the officer has his friends request 

* him: “Say the word, and let my servant 
be healed. For I too am a man placed 
under authority, having soldiers under 
me, and I say to this one, ‘Be on your 
way!’ and he is on his way, and to an- 
other, ‘Come!’ and he comes, and to my 
slave, ‘Do this!’ and he does it.”

Well, when Jesus hears this he mar- 
vels. “ I tell you the truth,” he says, “with 
no one in Israel have I found so great a 
faith.” After healing the officer’s servant, 
Jesus uses the occasion to relate how 
non-Jews of faith will be favored with 
blessings that are rejected by faithless 
Jews.

“Many,” Jesus says, “from eastern 
parts and western parts will come and 

fc״ recline at the table with Abraham and



D o You Have
the M ind of C hrist?
“Now may the God who supplies endurance and comfort 
grant you to have among yourselves the same mental 
attitude that Christ Jesus had.”—r o m a n s  15:5.

tions. Hence, to be a true  C hristian ra th e r th an  a 
nominal one, what is necessary? Jesus expressed it 
th is way: “This means everlasting life, the ir tak ing  
in knowledge of you, the only true  God, and of the 
one whom you sent forth, Jesus C hrist.״—John 
17:3; 2 Peter 3:18.

MORE th an  a billion people 
around the world are said 

to be C hristian. W hat does this 
imply? That, nominally a t least, 
they believe in Jesus C hrist and 
claim to be his followers, or dis- 
ciples. (M atthew  10:24, 25) But 
w hat is needed in order to follow 
C hrist’s example, or life pattern? 
Obviously, you have to know him. 
Are you one who really knows 
Jesus of N azareth? Do you have 
a clear idea of w hat kind of per- 
son he was while here on earth? 
Or how he reacted to people in 
different circum stances? Do you 
have  “th e  m in d  of C h r i s t”? 
— 1 C orinthians 2:16; Ephesians 
4:13.

2 How m ay we get to know 
someone who lived almost two 
thousand years ago and whose 
public life spanned only some 
th ree  and a half years? In Jesu s’ 
case there  are four reliable biog- 
raphies th a t help to build up a 
m ental picture of the kind of per- 
son he was. By a careful reading 
of those four Gospel accounts, we 
can also perceive the p a tte rn  of 
th inking  th a t m otivated his ac-

1. If a person claim s to be a Christian, 
what questions require an answer?
2, 3. How can we get to know the 
m ind o f Christ?



6 Some today, however, m ight draw  the 
conclusion th a t Jesus was a weakling be- 
cause he wept publicly w ith those worn- 
en. In fact, Catholic au thor Hilaire Belloc 
called Jesus a “milksop.״ Is th a t true? 
Was Jesus the unm anly type often depict- 
ed in C hristendom ’s works of a rt?  No, 
tears are not necessarily a sign of weak- 
ness. As one medical journal expressed it: 
“The prohibition of the appropriate ex- 
pression of tender emotion is both illogical 
and harm ful . . . Expression of tender 
emotion, particularly  crying, is one a ttr i-  
bute th a t is uniquely hum an.”—Compare 
2 Samuel 13 .John 11:35 ;־3638:

7 Jesus’ reactions to suffering were tru - 
ly hum an and hum ane. They help us to 
identify w ith him and his mind. We are 
not following some im personal mythologi- 
cal figure but ra th e r the perfect hum an 
example sent from God, “the Son of the 
living God.” (M atthew  16:16; John  3: 
16, 17; 6:68, 69) W hat a model for all 
Christians today, especially C hristian  el- 
ders, who m ust often give comfort and 
show em pathy in tim es of loss and stress! 
Yes, having the mind and the heart of 
Christ on such occasions can make a great 
difference.— 1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8.

A Bold Man of Action
8 Jesus also showed him self to be a man 

of courageous convictions and dynamic ac- 
tion. For example, on two occasions he 
vigorously drove the anim al dealers and 
money changers out of the temple. (M ark 
11:15-17; John 2:13-17) He also did not 
balk a t publicly exposing the hypocrisy of 
the self-righteous scribes and Pharisees. 
In his bold denunciation, he w arned: “Woe

6. W hy was Jesu s not unm anly  because he 
wept?
7. In what ways can J esu s’ hum ane exam ple 
help us today?
8. How did Jesus display courage and bold ac- 
tion?
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3 Thus, every C hristian  should have a 
deep knowledge and understanding  of the 
Father, Jehovah, and of the life and teach- 
ings of the Son, C hrist Jesus. It is not 
enough to call oneself a C hristian  w itness 
of Jehovah. To have the m ind of Christ, we 
m ust regularly fill our m inds with under- 
standing of Jesu s’ life and example. That 
means we need a regular and genuine 
study of the Scriptures along w ith Bible 
study aids th a t help to clarify m eaning 
and context. I t  also calls for a proper 
frame of mind so th a t we can understand 
and accept C hrist’s role in God’s purposes. 
—John 5:39-47; M atthew  24:45-47.

A Man of Feelings
4 Jesus, a healthy active man, performed 

his m inistry  while in his early 30’s. (Luke 
3:23) But w hat kind of m an was he? Was 
he im personal and d istan t?  On the con- 
trary , being a Middle E astern  Jew, he was 
expressive. He was not inhibited and in- 
troverted. He publicly m anifested a wide 
range of hum an emotions ranging from 
sadness and compassion to righteous in- 
dignation and anger.—M ark 6:34; Mat- 
thew 23:13-36.

5 For example, how did Jesus react when 
he found M artha and M ary weeping over 
the loss of the ir b ro ther Lazarus? John’s 
account tells us: “He was deeply and visi- 
bly moved, and distressed in sp irit,” and 
he “burst into te a rs .” (John 11:33-36, The 
New Testament, by W illiam Barclay) He 
sh ared  h is  fee lin g s  w ith  th e se  close 
friends. He was not asham ed to weep with 
them . Although he was “the Son of God,” 
he revealed very hum an emotions. (John 
1:34) How touching th a t m ust have been 
to M artha and Mary!—Compare Luke 19: 
41-44.

4. W hat kind of m an w as Jesus?
5. How did Jesus react on hearing of the death  
of Lazarus?



with our weaknesses, but one who has 
been tested  in all respects like ourselves, 
but without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15) There is 
a difference betw een con tro lled  r ig h - 
teous indignation and uncontrolled an- 
ger.—Compare Proverbs 14:17; Ephesians 
4:26.

10 Therefore, while a C hristian  elder, for 
example, would not be “prone to w ra th ,” 
he shou ld  c e r ta in ly  have  th e  m o ra l 
streng th  to be able “to reprove those who 
contradict,” even “w ith severity” if neces- 
sary. He m ust be qualified to ‘reprove, 
reprim and, and exhort.’ (T itus 1:7-13; 
2 Timothy 4:1, 2) C ertain situa tions m ight 
also provoke his righteous indignation, es- 

pecially if he sees a b la tan t 
th rea t to the congregation’s 
unity, spirituality , or moral 
cleanness. As Paul said, a t 
tim es “it is necessary  to 
shut the m ouths” of “profit- 
less ta lkers . . . and deceiv- 
ers of the  m ind” who ‘sub- 
vert en tire  households by 
teaching th ings they ought 
not for the sake of dishon- 
es t g a in .’ In  such cases, 
having the mind of C hrist 
will help elders to be bold, 
b a la n c e d , an d  d e c is iv e . 
—See 1 C orinthians 5:1-5; 
Revelation 2:20-23; 3:19.

11 In  the  course of h is  
travels through Galilee, Sa- 
m aria , and Judea , Je su s  
cam e in to  c o n ta c t  w ith  
all kinds of people—men, 
women, children, the sick, 
and those who viewed him  
as the ir sworn enemy. How 
did he deal with them ? W as

to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
b e c a u se  you  re s e m b le  w h ite w a sh e d  
graves, which outwardly indeed appear 
beautifu l bu t inside are full of dead m en’s 
bones and of every sort of uncleanness.” 
C ertainly, there  was no weakness here! 
—M atthew  23:27, 28; Luke 13:14-17.

9 W as Je su s’ indignation an evidence of 
lack of self-control? Peter, a close compan- 
ion of Jesus during  his m inistry , states: 
“He com m itted no sin .” (1 P eter 2:22) The 
apostle Paul wrote: “For we have as high 
priest, not one who cannot sympathize

9, 10. (a) W hy did Jesus not sin  by showing  
indignation? (b) How should C hrist’s example 
affect a C hristian elder?

11. W hat q u estio n s  have a 
bearing on how we should im i- 
ta te  Christ?
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were a t ease in his presence—and he was 
a t ease in the presence of children. Are 
people, including children, comfortable in 
your presence?—M ark 1:40-42; M atthew 
20:29-34.

14 Jesus showed w arm  affection and 
kindness. (M ark 9:36, 37) He was accessi- 
ble and approachable. As a follower of 
Christ, do you have his m ind in th a t re- 
spect? C hristian overseers in the d istricts, 
circuits, congregations, and W atch Tower 
Society branch offices around the world do 
well to ask themselves: Am I dogmatic and 
unbending? Or do I make others, even 
children, feel a t ease w ith me? Am I tru - 
ly approachable?—Proverbs 12:18; Eccle- 
siastes 7:8.

Jesus’ Dealings With Women
15As elders, servants, and b ro thers in 

the C hristian congregation, do we have 
the mind of C hrist when dealing w ith our 
C hristian sisters and w ith women in gen- 
eral? How did Christ, a bachelor, react 
under differing circum stances as he came 
into contact with the women of his day?

16 In th a t m ale-dominated Jew ish soci- 
ety, Jesus was an unusual teacher in th a t 
he was willing to ta lk  to women, even 
non-Jewish women. (John 4:7-30) For ex- 
ample, when he was v isiting  a home in the 
Gentile te rrito ry  of Tyre and Sidon, a 
Grecian woman asked him  to help her 
demon-possessed daughter. Normally, an 
orthodox Jew would have had no dealings 
with her. B ut Jesus listened and tested 
her faith, saying: “F irs t let the [Jew ish] 
children be satisfied, for i t  is no t r ig h t to 
take the bread of the  children and throw  
it to the little  [Gentile] dogs.” W as Je su s’ 
tone such th a t it ended the m atter?  Did

14. As regards being approachable, who espe- 
d a ily  should follow J esu s’ exam ple?
15, 16. How w as J esu s d ifferent from  other  
Jew s in his dealings w ith  wom en?

he pompous and aloof, or approachable? 
Could he identify w ith people’s problems 
and tem ptations? W as he unforgiving or 
merciful? The answ ers to these questions 
have a bearing on how we should im itate 
C hrist in our own daily actions and reac- 
tions.—Romans 15:5; Philippians 2:5.

How Did Jesus React to Children?
12 We find a very beautiful account of 

how Jesus responded to children a t Mark 
chapter 10, verses 13-16. It reads: “Now 
people began bringing  him young children 
for him to touch these; bu t the disci- 
pies reprim anded them .” W hy the disci- 
pies acted this way the account does not 
say. I t was the year 33 C.E., and Jesus 
was on his way from  Galilee through 
Perea to w hat would be his final public 
m inistry  in and around Jerusalem . Per- 
haps they thought th a t Jesus was too im- 
po rtan t or too busy to be concerned with 
children a t th a t point. Yet, did he himself 
indicate th a t he was too busy? “At seeing 
this Jesus was ind ignant and said to them  
[the disciples]: ‘Let the  young children 
come to me; do not try  to stop them, for 
the kingdom of God belongs to suchlike 
o n e s ., . .  And he took the children into his 
arm s and began blessing them , laying his 
hands upon them .”

13 Now w hat else does th a t teach us 
about the m ind of C hrist? I t illustrates his 
firmness with his erring  disciples and his 
humane a ttitu d e  tow ard lesser ones. He 
understood w hat m otivated the parents to 
bring the ir children to him. They w anted 
him to touch and bless the ir children. And 
w hat does th a t tell us about Jesus? That 
people were not afraid of him or in awe of 
him. He had the common touch, and peo- 
pie w anted to be w ith him. Even children

12. How did the d isciples and Jesus react to 
children on one occasion?
13. How did people react to Jesus?
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Jesus?—Compare M atthew  1 1 : 2 8 2 5  :־30; 
142 3 .־

19 In th is respect, one of the ou tstand ing  
lessons th a t Jesus taugh t his disciples is 
found in John chapter 13. We suggest th a t 
you read verses 1 to 17. In those days the 
roads were dusty, and it was the custom  
to have a servant wash the v isito rs’ feet. 
Jesus took th a t menial task  upon himself. 
W hat is the quality th a t he highlighted by 
washing his disciples’ feet? He gave them  
a practical lesson in humility. W hat do we 
learn here about the m ind of C hrist? J e  ־
sus’ words give the answer: “A slave is not 
greater than  his m aster, nor is one th a t is 
sent forth greater than  the one th a t sen t 
him. If you know these th ings, happy you 
are if you do them .”—John 13:16, 17.

20 Do we have the mind of C hrist in th is 
respect? Are we willing to perform  hum- 
ble, menial tasks in the home and in the 
congregation? Or do we w ant to do only 
those things th a t seem “im p o rtan t” or 
th a t will make us seem “special”? Are we 
willing to participate in the sometimes 
hum iliating work of preaching the good 
news from house to house? Or do we only 
w ant assignm ents on the Kingdom Hall 
platform ? Really, having  the  m ind of

19. W hat does John 1 3 :1 1 7 ־  teach us about Je-
sus?
20. W hat self-analysis can we apply to see if  we 
have the mind of Christ?

Do You Recall?
□ How can we have the mind of 
Christ?
□ What kind of man was Jesus?
□ How did Jesus react to 
children? To women?
□ What do we learn from the way 
Jesus dealt with his disciples?

he dogmatically stifle fu rther discussion? 
Evidently not, for the woman tactfully 
replied: “Yes, sir, and yet the little dogs 
undernea th  the table eat of the crumbs of 
the  little  children.” Jesus was impressed, 
and  he cured her d au g h te r.—M ark 7:

24־30.
17 Jesus kept an open mind with women 

and did not judge by outward appearanc- 
es. (M atthew  22:16) On another occasion, 
when eating in the house of a Pharisee, he 
allowed a known sinner, possibly a prosti- 
tu te , to wash his feet and then  to anoint 
them  w ith oil. By her actions she indicat- 
ed a repen tan t a ttitu d e  toward her sinful 
course. (Luke 7 :3 6 5 0  Jesus did not write (־
her off and dism iss her with a blanket 
judgm ent because she was immoral. (See 
also John  4 :7 3 0  He forgave her “because (.־
she loved m uch.” W hat does th a t indicate 
about the m ind of Christ? He was com- 
passionate and understanding  toward the 
woman. Can we not act likewise in the 
congregation and in our m inistry?—Luke 
1 9 :1 1 0 Romans 1 ;־ 4 : 1 0 1  Corinthians ־13; 
6 :9 1 1 ־ .

Jesus’ Dealings With His Disciples
18 A t tim es people in  au th o rity  feel 

th rea tened  by the ir subordinates. They 
stifle w hat they subconsciously sense to be 
com petition. Pride comes to the fore. They 
are quick to criticize and slow to commend 
those who work under them. Their expres- 
sions of disdain fail to respect the person- 
al d ignity  of others. But w hat about Jesus 
—how did he tre a t those under him, his 
disciples? W ere they made to feel inferior, 
incom petent, or stupid? Or, rather, did 
they  feel a t ease w orking along w ith

17. W hat can we learn from the way Jesus dealt 
w ith  a certain  wom an who w as a sinner?
18. (a) How do som e react to those working 
under them ? (b) How did Jesus treat his disci- 
pies and others? (Mark 6:54-56)
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went out to them ,” the account tells us. 
—Mark 6 :3 0 3 4 .The New English Bible ,־

22 W ith such a fine example, is i t  any 
wonder th a t most of the  apostles were 
faithful followers of C hrist? P eter was cer- 
tain ly  impressed by the th ings he learned 
in close association w ith Jesus. He prob- 
ably supplied M ark w ith most of the in for- 
m ation for his Gospel account. And slowly 
but surely P eter adapted him self to the 
mind of Christ. An exam ination of his 
first le tte r will help us to follow C hrist’s 
exam ple m ore c lo se ly .—M atth ew  16: 
15-17, 21-23.

22. W hat will help us further to understand the  
mind of Christ?

C hrist will keep us humble and approach- 
able, even as Jesus w as.—Romans 12:3.

21 On one occasion , a f te r  a special 
preaching cam paign, Jesus showed great 
consideration for the  apostles. Although 
perfect, Jesus did not expect perfection 
from others. A t the  end of a preaching 
campaign, he did not in sist th a t the apos- 
ties im mediately go back to the ir preach- 
ing and do even better. He was consider- 
ate of th e ir need for res t and took them  to 
a lonely place for privacy. But when the 
crowd followed them , did Jesus get an- 
noyed and im patient? No, for “his heart

21. How did Jesu s show fellow  feeling  toward  
his apostles? Toward the crowd?
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Jesus,a Model to Follow Closely
“In fact, to this course you were 
called, because even Christ 
suffered for you, leaving you a 
model for you to follow his 
steps closely.”— 1 p e t e r  2 :21 .

3 W hat do these and other incidents in- 
dicate about Peter? That very often he did 
not th ink  and reason like Jesus. F urther, 
th a t he did not always have the m ind of 
Christ. T hat is often tru e  in our own case. 
We fail to focus on m atters in line with 
Jesus’ way of thinking. Our reactions are 
flawed by our im perfect hum an natu re . 
—Luke 9:46-50; Romans 7:21-23.

4 However, th ings began to change for 
Peter from Pentecost onward. Moved by 
holy spirit, he spearheaded the preaching 
work among the Jews in Jerusalem . (Acts, 
chapters 2-5) U nder the illum ination of 
holy spirit, he also adjusted his th inking  
to be in line with the mind of C hrist 
regarding the Gentiles. (Acts, chapter 10) 
Peter showed hum ility, a quality th a t is 
essential for us if we w ant to be in harm o- 
ny with C hrist.—M atthew 18:3; 23:12.

Unseen but Known
5 By the tim e P eter wrote his first in- 

spired le tter, about 62-64 C.E., there had 
been tim e for him to reflect on his m inis-

3. W hat can we learn from P eter’s exam ple?
4. W hat events later affected P eter’s w ay of 
thinking? (See G alatians 2:11-14.)
5. 6. Is the fact that we have never seen  C hrist 
a hindrance to our follow ing his exam ple?

DURING a period of th ree and a half 
years, Simon, who became known as 

Cephas, or Peter, had the privilege of en- 
joying in tim ate  association with Christ 
Jesus. (John 1:35-42) A fter about a year 
of discipleship, he was nam ed as one of the 
12 apostles. (M ark 3:13-19) The Gospel 
accounts show th a t P ete r was bold, impul- 
sive, and expressive. He was the one who 
said he would never deny Christ, come 
w hat may. Yet, under pressure, he denied 
him  th ree tim es, even as Jesus had proph- 
e s ie d .— M atth ew  26:31-35; M ark 14: 
66-72.

2 P e te r was the apostle who said to Je- 
sus, “You will certainly never wash my 
fee t.” Then when Jesus admonished him, 
he w ent to the  other extrem e and said, 
“Lord, not my feet only, bu t also my hands 
and my head .” (John 13:1-17) I t was this 
same Simon P ete r who, when Jesus was 
a rres ted , acted  boldly by draw ing his 
sword and slashing off the  righ t ear of 
M alchus, the  slave of the  high priest. That 
also drew a rebuke from Jesus: “Pu t the 
sword into its  sheath. The cup th a t the 
F ather has given me, should I not by all 
m eans drink  it?”—John 18:10, 11.

1, 2. W hat kind of disciple was Peter during his 
m in istry  w ith  Jesus?
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closely.” (1 P eter 2:20, 21) The Greek 
word tran sla ted  “model,” or “exam ple” 
in m any o th e r tra n s la tio n s , is 
gram-mos'. This literally m eans “under- 
w riting ,” or “writing-copy, including all 
the le tters of the alphabet, given to begin- 
ners as an  aid in learn ing  to draw  them .” 
(A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Tes- 
tament, J . H. Thayer) Thus, schoolboys 
were sometimes given waxed tab lets on 
which the teacher had w ritten  le tte rs  in 
model script w ith a stylus. The studen t 
had to follow the example and try  to make 
an exact copy underneath . P ete r makes a 
strong point here, for he is the  only w riter 
of the Greek Scriptures who uses the word 
hy-po-gram-mos'. He thus highlights the 
fact th a t Jesus left a perfect example for 
his followers to im itate.

9 Later, P eter draw s a lesson for us from 
C hrist’s endurance of suffering. “There- 
fore since C hrist suffered in the  flesh, you 
too arm  yourselves w ith the same m ental 
disposition [Greek, e (1 Peter 
4:1) Here again he uses an  unusual word, 
en'noi-a, which is found only twice in  the 
Greek Scriptures. (See Hebrews 4:12, The 
Kingdom Interlinear Translation.) Accord- 
ing to J. H. Thayer, en'noi-a m eans “mind, 
understanding, will; manner of thinking 
and feeling.” Therefore, we have to adjust 
to C hrist’s way of th ink ing  and feeling. 
But how can we make th a t ad justm ent? To 
what degree should it be made?

10 P eter makes singular use of the  Greek
verb ho-pli'sa-sthe,which m eans ‘to arm
oneself as a soldier.’ Any soldier who arm s 
himself halfheartedly is not likely to sur- 
vive very long in battle. P e te r’s words, 
therefore, leave no room for lukewarm  
im itation of Jesu s’ m anner of th inking. 
We m ust be whole-souled in our desire to

9. W hat is im plied by the Greek word translated  
“m ental d isposition”? (Compare M atthew  20:28.)
10. W hat does P eter m ean by the expression  
“arm yourselves”?

try  w ith Jesus and to understand  Jesus’ 
m ind on m atters better. Early in th is  let- 
te r  the apostle recognizes a simple fact 
—th a t most of the brothers in Asia Minor 
had never known Jesus personally as he 
had. But was th a t a barrie r to having 
C hrist’s m ind and im ita ting  his example? 
Peter states: “Though you never saw him, 
you love him. Though you are not look- 
ing upon him a t present, yet you exer- 
cise faith  in him and are greatly  rejoicing 
w ith an unspeakable and glorified joy, as 
you receive the end of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls.”— 1 P eter 1:8, 9.

6 P ete r’s words should have equal appli- 
cation to all of Jehovah’s people today. We 
have not known C hrist personally, but if 
we make “a d iligent inquiry and a careful 
search” and ‘keep on investigating’ as did 
the prophets, then  we can, to a greater 
degree, acquire the  m ind of C hrist.— 1 Pe- 
te r 1:10, 11.

Jesus, the Perfect Model
7 W ith his clearer understand ing  of Je- 

sus’ th inking and under the  guidance of 
the holy spirit, P e te r could offer counsel to 
his fellow believers on how to reflect the 
mind of C hrist in the ir differing circum- 
stances. (2 Tim othy 3:16) Thus, he ex- 
horts all C hristians “as aliens and tempo- 
rary  residen ts” to abstain  from fleshly 
desires. He encourages them , although 
they are suffering for righteousness’ sake, 
to m aintain  fine conduct in the ir daily 
lives.— 1 P eter 2:11, 12.

8 A few lines la te r P eter introduces a 
subtle illustration, saying: “If, when you 
are doing good and you suffer, you endure 
it, th is  is a th ing  agreeable w ith God. ·In 
fact, to th is  course you were called, be- 
cause even C hrist suffered for you, leaving 
you a model for you to follow his steps

7, 8. (a) W hat general counsel does Peter offer 
in his first letter? (b) W hat is  the basic m eaning  
of hy-po-gram-mos'? How does P eter apply it?
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es the im portance of having C hrist’s men- 
ta l disposition, being w illing to  suffer 
for righteousness’ sake. He says: “In  like 
m anner [th a t of Christ, as m entioned in 
the previous verses], you wives, be in  sub- 
jection to your own husbands, in order 
tha t, if any are not obedient to the  word, 
they may be won w ithout a word through 
the conduct of the ir wives, because of 
having been eyewitnesses of your chaste 
conduct to g e th e r w ith  deep re s p e c t .” 
—1 P eter 3:1, 2.

12Yes, an unbelieving m ate can some- 
tim es be won over, not necessarily by per- 
sisten t preaching tactics, but by the “deep 
respect” and “faithful and conscientious” 
example of the submissive wife. (1 P ete r 
3:2, The Jerusalem Bi) H er “quiet and 
mild spirit, which is of g reat value in the 
eyes of God,” can also help her husband to

12. (a) How does a w ife’s subm issive, mild spir- 
it reflect Jesu s’ example? (1 C orinthians 11:3) 
(b) How is her mild spirit viewed by God, and  
possibly by her husband?

have C h ris t’s “m en ta l d isposition ,” or 
“way of th ink ing .” (1 P eter 4:1, Today’s 
English Version) This rem inds us of how 
Paul em phasized th a t a C hristian m ust 
arm  him self w ith “the complete suit of 
arm or from  God” in order to be able to 
s tand  firm  against S atan  and his world. 
—Ephesians 6:11-18.

Christ’s Mental Disposition for Wives
11 H alfw ay th ro u g h  his le tte r , P e te r 

tu rn s  his a tten tio n  to wives and hus- 
bands. In  th a t ancient pagan world, where 
women had very few righ ts  a t all, it was 
extrem ely difficult for a C hristian woman 
to m ain tain  her in tegrity  if she had an 
unbelieving husband. She was subject to 
reviling, suffering, and possible divorce 
for having abandoned the ancestral gods. 
The situation  is not much different in 
modern tim es. But P eter again emphasiz-

11. W hat counsel does P eter give for Christian  
w ives?
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dem anding on such occasions. True love is 
self-sacrificing.—Compare Leviticus 15: 
24; 20:18; 1 Corinthians 7 :3 6 .־

15 True, the “husband is head of his 
wife.” But who is his model in the exercise 
of th a t headship? Paul clarifies th is by 
adding, “as the C hrist also is head of the 
congregation .” (E phesians 5:23) These 
modifying words leave no room for despo- 
tism  and petty  ty ranny  in the C hristian  
m arriage rela tionship . In  his dealings 
with the disciples, C hrist never abused his 
power (his headship) but, ra ther, used his 
power in line with Bible principles.—Com- 
pare M atthew 16:13-17, 20; Luke 9:18-21.

Christ’s Model for Men
16 In his m inistry  Jesus constantly  high- 

lighted the quality of hum ility. In  his il- 
lustra tion  of those invited to a m arriage 
feast, he said: “For everyone th a t exalts 
him self will be humbled and he th a t hum- 
bles him self will be exalted.” (Luke 14:11) 
Peter was very conscious of Je su s’ m ental 
disposition in th is respect. Could he not 
remember Jesus’ example in washing the 
disciples’ feet? (John 13:4-17) Therefore, 
in his first le tte r he exhorts the  older men 
and the younger ones to m anifest an a tti-  
tude of humility. The elders ‘should not 
lord it over the congregation bu t become 
examples to the flock.’ The younger men 
should be in subjection to the elders. But 
then  all of them , young and old, should 
‘gird themselves w ith lowliness of mind, 
because God opposes the  haughty  but 
gives undeserved kindness to the humble.’ 
— 1 Peter 5:1-5.

17 Here again P eter makes unique use of

15. W hat exam ple did Jesus se t in  m atters of 
headship?
16. (a) W hy was P eter very conscious of the  
need for hum ility? (b) W ho especially  m ust m an- 
ifest th is quality?
17. How does the Greek verb for “gird your- 
se lves” h igh light hum ble service?

perceive the resu lts of having the mind of 
C hrist in  daily life. (1 P ete r 3:4) W hy does 
th a t mild sp irit reflect the  disposition of 
Jesus? Because Jesus him self said: “Take 
my yoke upon you and learn  from me, for 
I am m ild-tem pered and lowly in heart, 
and you will find refreshm ent for your 
souls.”—M atthew  11:29.

Christ’s Mental Disposition 
for Husbands

13 H u sb a n d s  lik ew ise  m u s t re f le c t  
C h ris t’s m ental disposition  as they m an- 
ifest tru e  love for th e ir  wives. P e te r 
again exhorts: “You husbands, continue 
dwelling in  like m anner w ith  them  ac- 
cording to  knowledge, assign ing  them  
honor as to a w eaker vessel, the  fem inine 
one.” (1 P e te r 3:7) For th a t  ancien t pa- 
gan world, th is  counsel was surprising  
—assign  honor to  a woman! B ut the  
C hristian  congregation had to  be differ- 
en t from  the world. In C hristian  m ar- 
riage, there  had to be d ign ity  and m utu- 
al respect.— 1 P e te r 4:3, 4.

14 C hrist was always considerate toward 
his disciples and tow ard the crowds who 
followed him. (M ark 6:30-44) This ties in 
well w ith P e te r’s counsel to husbands to 
take into account the  fem inine condition 
of the ir wives. A Spanish transla tion  ex- 
presses it th is  way: “R egarding husbands: 
have tac t in your shared life, showing 
consideration for the woman, because she 
is of a more delicate constitu tion .” (Nueva 
Biblia Espanola) If a husband follows 
C hrist’s model, he will take into account 
the delicate fem inine side of his wife’s life. 
T hat includes those difficult days when 
she needs more kindness, patience, and 
consideration. C ertainly a loving husband 
will exercise self-control and will not be

13. How should husbands treat their w ives?  
(E phesians 5:28, 29, 33)
14. How can a husband show honor and consid- 
eration for h is w ife?
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love for one another, because love covers a 
m ultitude of s in s.” (1 P eter 4:8) How did 
Jesus reflect th a t love? He taugh t: “This 
is my commandment, th a t you love one 
another ju s t as I have loved you. No one 
has love g reater th an  th is, th a t someone 
should surrender his soul in  behalf of his 
friends.” (John 15:12, 13) Shortly thereaf- 
ter, Jesus sacrificed his life in behalf of 
mankind. And certainly his love has cov- 
ered a m ultitude of sins! Therefore, if we 
really have the same m ental disposition 
th a t Jesus had, we, too, will m anifest “in- 
tense love for one ano ther” and be forgiv- 
ing .—Colossians 3 :1 2 1 4 .Proverbs 10:12 ;־

20 C hrist’s example is summed up in  one 
word—love. If we tru ly  follow Je su s’ mod- 
el closely in all we think, say, and do, we 
will also practice love. As P eter stated: 
“Finally, all of you be like-minded, show- 
ing fellow feeling, having brotherly affec- 
tion, tenderly com passionate, humble in  
mind, not paying back injury for in jury  or 
reviling for reviling, but, to the  contrary , 
bestowing a blessing, because you were 
called to th is course, so th a t you m ight 
inherit a blessing.”— 1 P eter 3:8, 9.

20. If we w ant to follow C hrist’s model closely, 
what m ust all of us do?

Do You Recall?
□ How should we follow the model 
that Christ left us?
□ How should a Christian wife 
follow Christ’s example?
□ How should Christian husbands 
honor their wives?
□ How did Peter emphasize 
humility?
□ What is the cornerstone of 
Jesus’ example?

a word to drive home his point about 
h u m ility . He says: “G ird  yourse lves 
[Greek, eg-kom-bo'sa-sthe]w ith lowliness
of m ind .” This verb is derived from a root 
th a t  m eans to knot or tie, and its  meaning 
is rela ted  to “the w hite scarf or apron of 
slaves, which was fastened to the girdle of 
the  v e s t . . .  and distinguished slaves from 
freem en; hence, . . . gird yourselves with 
hum ility  as your servile garb . . . i.e. by 
pu ttin g  on hum ility  show your subjection 
one to ano ther.”—A Lexi-
con of the New Testament, J . H. Thayer.

18 How can dedicated men apply th a t 
counsel today? By recognizing th a t any 
position of responsibility w ithin the Chris- 
tia n  congregation is an assignm ent of 
hum ble service. Some may m istakenly 
th ink  th a t to be a m inisterial servant, a 
congregation elder, a circuit, d istrict, or 
Bethel overseer is to achieve a position of 
prestige and power. In  th a t case they do 
not have the m ind of C hrist on the m atter. 
There is no place for selfish am bition if we 
have C hrist’s m ental disposition. Our mo- 
tive for serving God and our brothers 
m ust be pure. For example, many of our 
C hristian  sisters are taking the lead in 
pioneer and m issionary service. Others 
are zealous publishers of the good news in 
spite of persecution or domestic opposi- 
tion. And all of th is w ithout any incentive 
for ever becoming m inisterial servants or 
overseers!

Love—The Cornerstone 
of Christ’s Example

19 W hat does P eter emphasize above all 
else regarding the mind of Christ? He 
w rites: “Above all th ings, have intense

18. (a) W hat should dedicated  m en have in  
m ind regarding their m otive? (b) In what special 
w ay are m any sisters an exam ple of hum ility?
19. W hat is  the cornerstone of C hrist’s exam- 
pie? How do we know that?
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K ingdom  P rocla im ers R epo rt
God’s Blessing Evident in Venezuela

the opposite.” Many are now 
willing to study and will even 
approach the W itnesses on the 
street and ask when they are 
going to call again.

□ It was a short funeral talk 
at the graveside of a new ly 
baptized s is te r th a t enabled 
another fam ily in Venezuela to 
come in contact w ith the truth. 
An army major and his family, 
relatives of the deceased, paid 
close attention to the Scriptural 
presentation and afterw ard in־ 
vited the speaker to their home 
to check the Bible texts men- 
tioned in greater detail. The re- 
suit? Let the major answer:

“ My w ife and I both became 
curious and wanted to investi- 
gate the Bible. At firs t my wish 
was to dem onstrate that I was 
right in professing the Catholic 
religion. However, each time I 
re fu ted  a po in t, the  b ro th e r 
co n d u c tin g  the  s tu d y  w ould  
come back w ith the logical B ib- 
lical viewpoint. Humbly, I came 
to recognize that the truth was 
w ith Jehovah’s W itnesses. To- 
day, my w ife and I are Jeho- 
vah’s W itnesses, and my ch il- 
dren are studying the Bible. I 
thank the only true God, Jeho- 
vah, whom I am happy to serve 
as a soldier, not w ith the fleshly 
weapons of war but w ith the 
ones tha t God’s spirit gives, ac- 
cord ing to 2 C orin th ians 10: 
4, 5.”

Y es, J e h o va h  has r ic h ly  
blessed his servants in Vene- 
zuela. W ith an ex tra o rd ina ry  
M em orial a ttendance  of fou r 
times the number of publishers, 
there is great potential fo r fu r- 
ther increases in the years to 
come.

stead she became very op- 
posed! But the changes he 
made in his life have greatly im- 
pressed many others that he 
knew, opening the way for them 
also to hear the message of 
truth.

□ In a town near the Colom- 
bian border, the local priest 
mounted a campaign against 
the Witnesses. He put the name

Some peaks for 
Venezuela based on 

February 1986 reports:

31,247 publishers 

2,291 pioneers 

50,659 Bible studies

“Your blessing 
is upon 

your people.”
— Psalm 3:8

“Jehovah’s W itnesses” in large 
red letters on his church infor- 
mation board and below it some 
bad propaganda against them. 
A c h u rch  m em ber saw  the  
name p rom inen tly  d isp layed  
and, w ithout reading the infor- 
mation that followed, came to 
the conclusion that the church 
approved o f Jehovah ’s W it- 
nesses. So she went to a meet- 
ing of the W itnesses and liked 
what she saw and heard. “ In 
fa c t ,” says the  re p o rt, “ the  
priest’s campaign has generat- 
ed much interest rather than

THE a c tiv ity  of Jeh o va h ’s 
W itnesses in Venezuela has 
truly been blessed. (Psalm 3:8) 
During 1985 the  num ber of 
publishers increased by 16 per- 
cent over the previous year and 
in February 1986 reached an 
a ll-tim e peak of 31,247 pro- 
c la im e rs  o f the  good news. 
R egular p ionee rs  jum ped to 
2,291 in February, the 38 th  
consecutive peak! A to ta l of 
50,659 Bible studies are being 
conducted with interested per- 
sons. Some of these individuals 
have come in contact w ith the 
tru th  under unusual c ircu m - 
stances.

□ A young married man had 
quite a reputation as a woman 
chaser. Things were not going 
well for him. He fe lt sure tha t 
his w ife had gone to a w itch 
and had a curse put on him 
because of his extram arita l a f- 
fairs. So he looked fo r a w itch 
to coun te rac t the curse and 
was referred to a certain worn- 
an. She, though, had studied 
the Bible w ith Jehovah’s W it- 
nesses and had given up her 
practice of w itchcra ft. She told 
him that she could not help him, 
but she would give him an ad- 
dress where he could go and 
get help. It was the address of 
the Kingdom Hall. He showed 
u p — lo n g -h a ire d , u n shaved , 
and bad ly  dressed. He enjoyed 
the meeting so much that he 
returned that weekend, along 
w ith his three small children. 
This time his hair was cut, and 
he was well dressed and clean 
shaven. Today, he is a publish- 
er of the good news. Was his 
w ife happy tha t he had stopped 
chasing o ther women? No, in-
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Gilead Missionaries
— Devoted to One Purpose

The next speaker, Theodore Jaracz, re- 
minded the new m issionaries tha t, unlike 
tourists who go places to sightsee, they 
were being sent forth into many different 
cities of the world to preach the good 
news. He encouraged them  to rem em ber 
the example of Jesus and the early disci- 
pies as well as th a t of the modern-day 
missionaries, many of whom continue to 
serve faithfully in the ir respective assign- 
ments. “Be single-m inded,” he explained. 
“Don’t  allow m aterialistic pursuits to dis- 
trac t you. If you have a ‘simple’ eye, then  
you are single-m inded.” (Luke 11:34) “As 
Gilead m issionaries,” he added, “you are 
devoted to one purpose—to search out de- 
serving ones and preach the good new s.” 

Timely counsel was given by Max Lar- 
son of the Factory Committee on w hat 
steps to take when problems arise in one’s 
missionary assignm ent. “Don’t  give up 
and qu it,” he explained. “W ork your prob- 
lems out.” How? “By getting  God’s mind

“Brother Larson’s talk really impressed 
upon me the need to be willing to make 
adjustments. To fulfill my role as a mis-  

sionary, I must avoid a ‘fleshly frame of 
mind’ and seek, instead, the mind of Je -  

hovah and that of his Son, Jesus.“—Alain  
Saint-Jean, assigned to New  Caledonia.

on m atte rs .” (1 Corinthians 2:11-16) Lar- 
son stressed the im portance of praying to 
Jehovah for his help and stressed the 
need for missionaries regularly to evalu- 
ate the ir relationship w ith God.

Lon Schilling of the W atchtow er Farm s 
Committee stressed the value of develop-

66 T  AST week you were students, next 
1 J week you will be m issionaries!” 

Those words marked well the sentim ents 
of the 23 graduating  students of the 81st 
class of the W atchtow er Bible School of 
Gilead. For them , as well as the 4,262 
o thers a ttending , the graduation exercises 
held in the Jersey  City Assembly Hall of 
Jehovah’s W itnesses, September 7, 1986, 
will be a day long remembered.

M artin  Poetzinger opened with prayer 
and then  Carey Barber, chairm an of the 
graduation exercises, introduced the pro- 
gram  by noting th a t over the years thou- 
sands of these evangelizers have gone 
through the ir Gilead tra in ing  devoted to 
one purpose: to be sent to the ends of the 
earth  as true  m issionaries preaching the 
Kingdom hope. How glad we are th a t these 
new m issionaries, in the sp irit of the 
nam e “Gilead,” will become part of a ‘heap 
of w itness’!

Leading off the program, Milton Hen- 
schel explained th a t these graduates, like 
the apostles of Jesus’ day, have been pre- 
pared for a g reat work. The missionary 
worker Paul well expressed his sentim ents 
tow ard th is  work when he said: “For, 
though I am free from all persons, I have 
made myself the slave to all, th a t I may gain 
the most persons.”— 1 Corinthians 9:19.

W hat do these words of Paul show? 
That these new m issionaries m ust be in- 
terested  in people. It should be the ir desire 
to help all kinds of people with the lifesav- 
ing message of t ru th —even those who 
may be intim ately associated with another 
religious organization.
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HERIV
Humphrey

N e t h e r l a n

W ILKE,
David

United S tates

SZYMANSK.I,
Cynthia  

United S tates

I WTL ■ I'M CM.
Fredrick and Helen  

United S tates

SA IN T-JEA N, 
Alain 

France

one of the  Gilead School in s tru c to rs . 
Through a series of illu stra tions, th is  
longtime instruc to r showed th a t “a bal-

“Brother Glass’ talk helped me see the 
importance of having the right sense of 
values. We must not be sidetracked by 
insignificant things. We must be bat- 
anced."— H um phrey Herm anus, a ss igned  to  
Suriname.

anced, discerning, unw avering sense of 
values will always enable [m issionaries] 
to keep the Kingdom in te rests  in focus.” 
Holding up a postage stam p for all to see, 
he said tha t, though small in value, the 
usefulness of a postage stam p consists of 
its ability to stick to one th ing  un til it  gets

ing and m ain tain ing  the righ t m ental at- 
titude. “How will your minds function 
when faced w ith a challenge or circum- 
stance th a t calls for an ad justm ent?” he 
asked. “As free moral agents, we are indi- 
vidually responsible for the way things 
tu rn  ou t.” He noted th a t God “does not 
con tro l us by some ce les tia l rem ote- 
co n tro l s y s te m .” T h u s , m iss io n a r ie s  
should not expect more from God than  
w hat is reasonable. Those who show a 
willingness to be guided by Jehovah God 
through his W ord, his sp irit, and his or- 
ganization will be able to m ain tain  a righ t 
m ental a ttitude.

“How keen is your sense of values?” 
That question was posed by Ulysses Glass,
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in the far corners of the earth  God’s way 
of escape.”

The joy and g ratitude for the privilege 
of having attended Gilead School was ap- 
parent as the g raduating  s tuden ts  re- 
ceived the ir diplomas. W ith the ir purpose 
as m issionaries clear, the 81st class of 
Gilead, in a le tte r to the Governing Body 
and the Bethel family, resolved to serve 
loyally the in terests of Jehovah God and 
‘make melody to his nam e’ among the 
nations. (2 Samuel 22:50) In the after- 
noon, following the presentation of w it- 
nessing scenes in past assignm ents, in 
New York and in the m issionary field, and 
also a stirring  modern-day dram a, the  Gil- 
ead program was concluded w ith prayer by 
Lyman Swingle.

The 23 graduating students keenly an- 
ticipate the great joy of m issionary ser- 
vice. Why? As one graduate explained:

“Jesus said, ‘Sell your belongings, come 
be my follower,... and declare abroad the 
kingdom of God.’ [Matthew 19:21; Luke 
9:60] The goal of missionary service was 
prompted by our desire to help as many 
as we can spiritually, wherever we were 
needed and could be used the most.” 
— Fredrick Steiner, assigned to Guatemala.

Could you expand your service to God 
and make it more productive? If so, then  
apply yourself, as these g raduating  stu- 
dents did so th a t they m ight qualify for 
the missionary field. Their g reatest joy, 
and yours also, is to be found in a full life 
of dedicated service to Jehovah.—Malachi 
3:10.

CLASS STATISTICS:
Number of countries represented: 7 
Number of countries assigned to: 12 
Average age: 30.3 
Average years in the truth: 13.4 
Average years in full-time ministry: 9.3

there. “Make yourself like th a t postage 
stam p,” he said, “and stick to one thing 
—your commission to preach—until you 
safely reach your destination, the other 
side of the great tribu la tion .”

Jack  Redford, Gilead School instructor 
and him self a form er m issionary, dis- 
cussed in his final address some of the 
challenges the new m issionaries would

“Listening to Brother Redford, I felt a 
sense of security knowing that the prob- 
lems we will encounter are not new ones. 
Others have succeeded in overcoming 
them, and so can we if we rely on Jeho-  

vah’s strength and not on our own.”—Ve-  

ron ica Lipham, ass igned  to Papua New Guinea.

face. He stressed th a t by having complete 
tru s t  in  Jehovah they can overcome any 
obstacle, w hether it is learning a new 
language, homesickness, living with other 
people, adapting to a different culture, or 
resolving personality conflicts. The point 
he made was: “Don’t  try  to do it on your 
own streng th . 1 C orinthians 3:9 says, ‘We 
are God’s fellow w orkers.’” He assured 
them : “Do your part and you may be sure 
Jehovah will do his p a r t.”

“The W atchtow er Bible School of Gilead 
is a g ift of God!” W ith those words Fred- 
erick W. Franz, the Society’s president, 
opened the final address of the morning. 
Gilead School, he said, “was to provide 
persons who would serve as witnesses, a 
living testim ony to the fact th a t the King- 
dom of God by Jesus C hrist was now in 
operation.” He then  rem inded the 81st 
class th a t the ir being devoted to this one 
purpose places upon them  a great respon- 
sibility “because you are going into the 
field of w itnessing a t the most critical 
tim e in the h istory of mankind. Jehovah 
has therefore laid upon us the responsibil- 
ity  to advertise the good news of th a t 
Kingdom and to point out to all mankind
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As told by 
Arthur Gustavsson

Pioneer Service 
Inspired My Life

sister Mirjam came into the world. My 
parents had decided th a t they w anted to 
work under the direction of the W atch 
Tower Society to proclaim the new tru th  
they had found. However, circum stances 
forced them  to move back to Sweden 
in 1908. There in Goteborg they began 
preaching the ‘good news of the Kingdom’ 
as colporteurs, as full-tim e m inisters were 
then known. (M atthew 24:14) D uring the 
first ten  years, they covered the whole city 
three tim es in the ir house-to-house m inis- 
try. Many people accepted the tru th .

I rem em ber a Mrs. H anna G unnarsson 
who became so ind ignant when my father 
said th a t the Bible did not teach th a t man 
has an im m ortal soul. She exclaimed: “If 
we don’t  have an im m ortal soul, then  you 
might ju st as well go and drown yourself 
in the creek!” My fa ther ju s t smiled kindly 
and gave her the booklet Say the
Scriptures About Hell? She la ter became a 
W itness, along w ith her daughters. That 
incident taugh t me never to get perturbed 
—no m atter w hat people m ight say.

W hen I was ten  years old, B rother 
Rutherford came to Goteborg to present 
the public talk “W here Are the Dead?” 
During his presentation, he offered $1,000 
to anyone in the audience who could prove 
th a t man has an im m ortal soul. Nobody 
took up the challenge.

Pioneer Spirit in the Family
Because of the fine example of my par- 

ents, I was soon imbued w ith the pioneer 
spirit. I s tarted  sharing  in the  m in istry  a t 
an early age. My fa ther had me give out 
handbills advertis ing  the  public ta lks. 
I enjoyed th is  and had some unusual

AWAY UP in the snow-clad Himalayas, 
1 the tru th  found in God’s W ord the 

Bible reached  m y p a re n ts ,  F red  and 
Amanda Gustavsson. I t was 1903, and at 
the tim e I was in  my m other’s womb. 
W hat were my paren ts doing up there, so 
far from th e ir homeland of Sweden?

In the year 1880 they had em igrated 
from Sweden to the  U nited States. Both 
of them  had a strong  belief in  God. They 
joined the Scandinavian M ission Alliance 
in Chicago. A fter a period of train ing , 
they were sen t out as m issionaries to Bal- 
tis tan , now located in the very north  of 
Pakistan . However, they soon found th a t 
it was very difficult to convert the Mus- 
lims to C hristendom ’s teachings. They 
themselves began to doubt th a t God could 
really be so cruel as to condemn those 
w arm hearted , hosp itab le  people to an 
everlasting punishm ent of hellfire if they 
did not get converted. L ittle did they re- 
alize th a t th e ir m inds were being prepared 
for som ething better.

In due course they received a book from 
a friend in the U nited S tates th a t com- 
pletely changed th e ir th inking . I t was The 
Divine Plan of the Ages,by Charles T. Rus- 
sell, then  president of the  W atch Tower 
Society. They read it, and it was as if 
scales had dropped from th e ir eyes. They 
clearly saw th a t the  wages of sin is death, 
not e ternal to rm ent. (Romans 6:23) They 
now had a positive message of hope for the 
people—th a t God’s Kingdom will trans- 
form the earth  in to  a paradise.

A Change of Mission
I t was about th is  tim e th a t I was born 

in Shigar in B altistan . A little  la ter my
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were dangerous, so he burned them . Ida 
heard of it and, persisting, len t him  three 
more. This tim e he locked them  away in a 
drawer.

Then came the G reat W ar of 1914. Jo- 
han had heard th a t the books spoke about 
th a t date. Out of curiosity, he unlocked 
the drawer, took them  out, and read them . 
His eyes were opened to Bible tru th , and 
he also became a Bible S tudent. He got 
baptized in 1917, and his daughter Rosa 
followed his example in 1918. In 1928 she 
became my dear wife and p a rtn e r for life 
in Jehovah’s service.

On the Road With the Good News
W hen I m arried, I left the branch office, 

and Rosa and I spent our honeymoon pio- 
neering! D uring our first m onth of m ar- 
ried life, we placed 4,000 copies of the 
booklet Freedom for the Peoples.

A fter ju st a few months, I was asked if 
I would consider traveling as a regional 
service director, known today as a circuit 
overseer. I t would mean visiting congre- 
gations throughout Sweden and la te r Nor- 
way. There were no arrangem ents in those 
days to take your wife along on these

experiences. One day I called on 
my teacher to invite her to a talk.
She harsh ly  refused the leaflet. I 
was so surprised th a t I stumbled 
and fell down the stairs. It was a 
lesson for m e—it taugh t me to be 
realistic . People are not always 
w hat we would like them  to be.

Our home became like a pioneer 
home, w ith each one pulling his 
own weight. My s ister M irjam and 
I were aware of the im portance of 
the preaching work th a t Father 
and M other were doing. There- 
fore, on our own we would often 
clean the whole house after com- 
ing home from school.

A t 16 years of age I dedicated myself to 
do Jehovah’s will and got baptized in 1919 
a t a convention in Orebro. The following 
year I was invited to work w ith the small 
group of eight brothers who were busy at 
the W atch Tower Society’s branch office in 
Sweden. Those years of branch service 
laid a foundation for a disciplined and 
well-ordered life in Jehovah’s service.

1914—An Unforgettable Year
For m any years prior to 1914, the Bible 

S tudents, as we were then  called, had 
been looking forward to th a t year as being 
som ething special. Since it was marked 
in  Bible prophecy, we expected unusual 
events. I can clearly recall Sunday, Au- 
gust 2, 1914. My father was conducting 
the m eeting in  Goteborg when outside we 
heard  a newsboy cry out: “World confla- 
gration  has begun!” The brothers in the 
hall began looking at one another. Some of 
the th ings we had been proclaiming about 
1914 were beginning to come true.

The year 1914 also m eant something for 
Johan  Severin Petersson. His sister Ida 
had previously left him three books writ- 
ten  by B rother Russell. He thought they
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Sticking to Pioneer Service
In 1942 the traveling work was discon- 

tinued for a while, so Rosa and I were able 
to get back to pioneering together again. 
Later her father got sick, and we left our 
full-time m inistry  to care for him. How- 
ever, as soon as circum stances perm itted 
it, we returned  to our favorite activity 
—the full-time service. We felt we were 
back in our righ t element. On coming 
home after a strenuous day’s preaching, 
we have often said: “The pioneer service 
is worth all the sacrifices and effort en- 
tailed.”

For many years now we have been pio- 
neering in the w estern part of Sweden, 
working with the Svenljunga Congrega- 
tion of Jehovah’s W itnesses. Because we 
are now up in years, we do not have the 
vigor of our younger days, bu t we are 
happy to be able to continue in the pioneer 
ranks. I have now completed 55 years in 
full-time service and my wife 48. However, 
we do not live on memories alone, even 
though they make us feel good. No m atter 
how old you are, you m ust always look 
ahead. It is our sincere desire th a t we 
may walk faithfully and modestly with 
our God, Jehovah, and eventually realize 
the wonderful blessings of his Kingdom 
th a t we have preached about in full-time 
service for so many years.—Micah 6:8.

In Our Next Issue
■ Should You Celebrate

Christmas?

■ Jesus Dispels a Widow’s Grief

■ “Be Courageous
and Very Strong”

trips. I had to be away from home six or 
seven weeks a t a tim e, w ith a break of a 
few days between each route. We were 
willing to make the sacrifice and did so for 
14 years.

W hat did Rosa do during  th is period? 
She pioneered w ith my s is ter in Halsing- 
borg, Sweden. They had to do a lot of 
bicycling in those days to cover the exten- 
sive territo ry . B ut let her tell th a t story.

“Pioneering in the 1930’s was very dif- 
feren t from serving today. M irjam and I 
used to ren t a little  room for a week or two 
as we moved from parish  to parish. Then 
we moved on w ith all our baggage load- 
ed on our bikes—clothes, saucepans, and 
boxes of books. I t was quite a sight!

“It was not always easy to find lodging. 
One day, a fte r working separately, Mirjam 
and I m et a t about eight o’clock in the 
evening.

“We continued bicycling to the next 
farm  where we saw lights. Then we recog- 
nized the house. Our hearts  fell. The peo- 
pie there had been very opposed when we 
visited them  before. H esitantly, Mirjam 
went to the door and asked for lodging. To 
our surprise and relief, the lady asked us 
to come in and sit down. A fter a while we 
were invited to the best room, where a 
table was set w ith a big meal. We could 
hardly believe our eyes! A fter we had eat- 
en, we were shown to a bedroom where the 
beds were made up w ith the best linen. We 
were baffled by th is  change of attitude.

“The n ex t m o rn in g  we w ere given 
breakfast. W hen we w anted to pay, they 
refused our money. We asked if we could 
give them  the book called Deliverance as a 
gift. O h , yes, we w ant th a t book,’ they 
said. O u r  neighbor told us you had given 
her one when you stayed with her. She 
told us how much she enjoyed i t .’

“T hat experience tau g h t us th a t you 
never know w hat fru itage will resu lt from 
a single placem ent of Bible lite ra tu re .”
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m ents had a built-in pocket for carry ing  
or keeping th ings. The word “laps,” or 
literally “bosom” (Greek, kol'pos), refers 
to the hollow formed by the fold of a loose 
robe ju st above the belt, and into th is 
pocket vendors would pour the m easured 
goods bought.

How many m erchants would first press 
down and then  shake the goods to get as 
much as possible into the hollow of a cus- 
tom er’s garm ent, even to the point of 
overflow? Very few, if any! C hristians, 
though, by freely con tribu ting  acts of 
compassion to those in need would be re- 
paid liberally in mercy. The m easure of

Contributions
That Make the 

Heart Happy
IN THE box below are two typical fund- 

raising  le tte rs  sent out by religions 
in Christendom . Do you find them  heart- 
w arm ing? Hardly! Yet, funds are neces- 
sary in m any ways today to assist in pro- 
m oting the worship th a t God approves. So 
how does a C hristian  organization get the 
needed funds in order to do God’s will?

An answ er can be found by examining 
the custom s of the  first-century  Christian 
congregation and the words of its Found- 
er, Jesus Christ. “Practice giving, and 
people will give to you,” Jesus advises a t 
Luke 6:38. “They will pour into your laps 
a fine m easure, pressed down, shaken to- 
ge ther and overflowing. For w ith the mea- 
sure th a t you are m easuring out, they will 
m easure out to you in re tu rn .” How apt 
th a t illustra tion  sounded to the ears of 
Jesu s’ audience then. Their O riental gar­

Methods Used by Christendom
“The Lord spoke  to  me to  w rite  you th is  le t te r . . .  I w ou ldn ’t w rite  you a le tte r like 
th is  fo r any th ing  in the  w orld  if God hadn’t spoken to me to  w rite  you th is  le tte r 
and te ll you th a t if you w ould  rush $20 .00  to  help me now he would b less you like 
you have never been b lessed before.”— Form letter from a Canadian clergyman signed, 
“Your minister and Partner.”

“Open th is  H oly Ano in ting  Oil, (don ’t w aste  a drop). Jesus is in th is  oil o f fa ith . M ake 
a c ross  on you r fo rehead  w ith  it, then by fa ith  go in to a room by you rse lf and take  
out any m oney you have and make a cross on each bill fo r God to  heal your money 
problem s, and to  m u ltip ly  your money like in Luke 6 :38  . . .  W hen you ano in t the 
m oney you have w ith  th is  holy anointing oil, ano int every bill you have. M ake a 
c ross  on each bill, then, the  la rgest bill you have, if it ’s a $20.00, $10 .00  or $5.00, 
m ake a c ross  o f ano inting  oil on it and mail it to  God’s w o rk .”—Form letter from a 
“reverend” in the United States signed, “A Prophet of God for 30 years.”
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‘continuing to devote them selves to the 
teaching of the apostles.’—Acts 2:41, 42.

Jews and proselytes had come to Jeru - 
salem planning to stay  only for the  period 
of the Pentecost Festival. B ut those th a t 
became C hristians desired to rem ain Ion- 
ger and learn more to s treng then  the ir 
new faith. This created an emergency food 
and housing problem. Some of the  visitors 
did not have sufficient funds w ith them, 
while others had a surplus. So there  was a 
tem porary pooling and a d istribu tion  of 
m aterial th ings to those in need.—Acts 2: 
43-47.

How was th e ir  feeding and housing 
managed? The apostles, acting as a gov- 
erning body, orchestra ted  the collecting 
and d is trib u tin g  of con tribu ted  goods. 
Thus, the first pictures of the C hristian 
congregation show members not regard- 
ing the ir m aterial th ings as th e ir own but 
as something to be used for the  benefit of 
the whole congregation. (Acts 2:44; 4:32) 
In addition, “all those who were possess- 
ors of fields or houses would sell them  and 
bring the values of the th ings sold and 
they would deposit them  a t the  feet of the 
apostles. In tu rn  d istribu tion  would be 
made to each one, ju s t as he would have 
the need.”—Acts 4:34, 35.

The sale of real esta te  and the common 
sharing of all th ings was stric tly  volun- 
tary. No one was obligated to sell or do- 
nate; neither was th is  a promotion of pov- 
erty. The idea expressed is not th a t the 
richer members sold all th e ir property and 
thus became poor. R ather, out of compas- 
sion for fellow believers under the  circum- 
stances a t th a t tim e, they sold property 
and contributed all the  proceeds in  order 
to provide w hat was needed to advance 
Kingdom in te res ts .—Compare 2 C orinthi- 
ans 8:12-15.

Likewise today, individuals have deeded 
property to the W atch Tower Society or 
named th is organization in th e ir wills,

our own trea tm en t of others, w hether gen- 
erous or stingy, is used to m easure what 
we will reap in re tu rn , not ju s t from men 
but, more im portantly , from Jehovah God. 
—Compare 2 C orinthians 9:6; G alatians 
6:7.

Jesus, by freely contributing of himself 
and his resources, experienced the out- 
working of th is principle. He was the per- 
sonification of generosity. Zealously and 
unselfishly he preached the good news of 
God’s Kingdom to the poor. He neither 
charged for his services nor expected a 
certain  salary to be paid him. Yet he never 
w anted for anything. People generously, 
voluntarily, supported him  in his minis- 
try .—Luke 7:22; 8:1-3.

Jesu s’ giving inspired o thers—Simon 
Peter, Jam es, John, and the res t of the 
12—to show like generosity in leaving all 
th ings to share in the m inistry . (Luke 5: 
10, 11; 9:1-6) That type of contribution 
yields the same resu lts  today. Jehovah’s 
W itnesses give of the ir tim e, energy, and 
means to let others hear the  good news of 
God’s Kingdom. In tu rn , as they m anifest 
generosity by preaching, still o thers are 
stim ulated to express generosity by shar- 
ing with them  in spreading the good news. 
—Proverbs 11:25.

There is, however, som ething in addi- 
tion to our contribution by preaching th a t 
warm s the heart. C ontributing funds w ith 
the righ t motive and for the  righ t reasons 
is pa rt of tru e  w orship too. (2 C orinthians 
9:9-14) How was th is  done by first-century 
Christians?

How the Early Christians Did It
On the first day of the b irth  of the 

C h r is t ia n  c o n g re g a tio n  in  th e  y e a r  
33 C.E., a ‘sharing  w ith one another, tak- 
ing of meals, and prayers’ were practiced 
by the 3,000 newly baptized converts. For 
w hat good reason? To make it  possible for 
them  to bolster th e ir fledgling faith  by
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w hether rich or poor, because it was to 
take place a t the ir “own house.”— 1 Corin- 
th ians 16:1-3.

Paul’s suggestion on the m anner of con- 
tribu ting  can be applied by congregation 
members today. How? Regularity is the  
key. If your congregation is to pay the 
monthly ren t and m aintenance expenses 
of your m eeting place or Kingdom Hall, it  
will take “contributing, not so much the 
am ount, bu t the  regu la rity  of se ttin g  
something aside each week or m onth for 
Kingdom in te rests ,” w rites the  branch of- 
fice in Peru. Does th is  idea appeal to you? 
Even children can be taugh t to appreciate 
how regularity  in contribu ting  is p a rt of 
the ir worship.

Therefore, when contributions are made 
with the righ t motive and for the  righ t 
reason, they warm the h eart of both God 
and man. S tates 2 Corinthians 9:7: “Let 
each one do ju st as he has resolved in  his 
heart, not grudgingly or under compul- 
sion, for God loves a cheerful g iver.”

thereby placing a t the  disposal of the Gov- 
ern ing  Body of Jehovah’s W itnesses funds 
to be used where the Kingdom need is the 
g rea test. All such giving assists in spread- 
ing sp iritual enlightenm ent as a t Pente- 
cost. None of i t  is ever m andatory.

Regularity Is the Key
Som e 20 y e a rs  a f te r  P e n te c o s t of 

33 C.E., the  apostle Paul rem inds the Cor- 
in th  congregation about the need for a 
certa in  contribution. “Now concerning the 
collection th a t is for the holy ones, ju st as 
I gave orders to the  congregations of Ga- 
la tia , do th a t way also yourselves,” he 
w rites. Then he adds a piece of advice: 
“Every first day of the week let each of you 
a t his own house set som ething aside in 
store as he may be prospering, so th a t 
when I arrive collections will not take 
place then. But when I get there, whatever 
m en you approve of by le tters, these I 
shall send to carry  your kind gift to Jeru- 
salem .” The resolving of how much to give 
appears to have included the whole family,

How Some Contribute to the Kingdom Work
♦ GIFTS: Donations of money may be sent directly to the Watch Tower Bible and
Tract Society of Pennsylvania, 25 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, New York 11201, or 
to the Society’s local branch office. Property can also be donated. A brief letter 
stating that such is a voluntary donation should accompany these contributions.
♦ CONDITIONAL DONATION ARRANGEMENT: Money, stocks, bonds, and property 
may be given to the Watch Tower Society with the provision that in case of personal 
need, returns be made to the donor. This method avoids the expense and uncer- 
tainties of probate of will, while ensuring that the Society receives the property in 
event of death.
♦ INSURANCE: The Watch Tower Society may be named as the beneficiary of a 
life-insurance policy. Bank savings accounts can also be placed in trust for the 
Society. In either case, the Society should be informed.
♦ WILLS: Property or money may be bequeathed to the Watch Tower Society by 
means of a legally executed will. A copy should be sent to the Society.

More information or advice regarding such matters may be obtained by writing to 
the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania, 25 Columbia Heights, 
Brooklyn, New York 11201, or to the Society’s local branch office.
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Financing more than 12,700 
missionaries and special pioneers

Constructing or expanding 
40 branch facilities

Ways in which the Governing Body 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses has 

distributed your contributions to 
advance Kingdom interests 

in the last two years:

Aiding more than 5,000 traveling 
overseers and their wives

Purchase of eight new 
high-speed rotary presses

Providing for more 
than 8,400 Bethelites

Aiding victims 
of disasters
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“Protection of My Health”
That is what a subscriber from Senegal, 

West Africa, said of the magazine. He
wrote:

“ It is with great pleasure that I regularly 
read Awake! because of the excellent sub- 
jects it covers, perfectly suited to and so 
necessary for our modern world. I am a 
subscriber for two and a half years. By means 
of this letter I wish to thank the editors and 
publishers for their contribution to the pro- 
tection of my health, and not only mine but 
also that of the many others who have been 
able to break the tobacco habit and safeguard 
their own health by getting the strength nec- 
essary from reading the articles in Awake! 
Please continue to prepare information on 
the dangers of tobacco, as I find that three- 
quarters of the youth around me smoke, 
which not only endangers their health and 
that of others but also wastes their money. 
Thank you for everything I discover in read- 
ing your magazine.”
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