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THE PURPOSE OF “THE WATCHTOWER” is 
to exalt Jehovah God as the Sovereign of the 
universe. It keeps watch on world events as 
they fulfill Bible prophecy. It comforts all peo- 
pies with the good news that God’s Kingdom 
will soon destroy those who oppress their 
fellowmen and that it will turn the earth into a 
paradise. It encourages faith in the now- 
reigning King, Jesus Christ, whose shed blood 
opens the way for mankind to gain eternal life. 
“The Watchtower,” published by Jehovah’s 
Witnesses continuously since 1879, is nonpo- 
litical. It adheres to the Bible as its authority.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

November 2: Comfort From the God of Peace. 
Page 10. Songs to Be Used: 185, 102.

November 9: Peace From God—When? Page 16. 
Songs to Be Used: 4, 195.



Daniel’s Prophecy
D re a m s T h a t A ffe c t You

“You know, I turn back to your ancient prophets in the Old Testam ent 
and the signs foretelling Armageddon, and I find myself wondering if— if 
we’re the generation that’s going to see that come about. I don’t know if 
you’ve noted any of those prophecies lately, but believe me, they certainly  
describe the tim es we’re going through.”— U.S. President Ronald Reagan.

range prophecies. They are world history  
w ritten  in advance. They give forevisions 
of the power struggle of men, dynasties, 
and political em pires from Daniel’s tim e 
down through history un til “the tim e of 
the end.”—Daniel 8:17, 19.

The fulfillment of the short-term  proph- 
ecies should inspire our confidence in the 
long-range prophecies th a t reach down to 
our time. W hat are some of these short- 
range predictions?

One was a dream  about a g reat tree 
th a t was cut down and banded for “seven 
tim es,” or years, before being allowed to 
sprout again. (Daniel 4:10-17) In its  short- 
te rm  fulfillm ent th is  prophecy applied 
to King Nebuchadnezzar, who had the 
dream. Ju s t one year la ter, th is ru ler was 
‘cut down,’ apparently by m ental illness. 
For seven years he conducted him self like 
a beast of the field. Then, “a t the  end of 
the days” predicted, Nebuchadnezzar re- 
covered his reason and his throne. (Daniel 
4:28-37) According to The International 
Standard Bible Encyclopedia, a n c ie n t 
sources indicate th a t Nebuchadnezzar did 
become sick tow ard the end of his reign. 
But this dream  also had a long-range ful- 
fillment, as a la ter article in th is series 
will show.

A nother short-range prophecy in  the  
book of Daniel is provided by the  m irac- 
ulous handw riting  on the  wall of the

PRESIDENT Reagan is not the only per- 
son who has wondered whether the 

times in which we are living are the ones 
foretold in Bible prophecies. Millions of oth- 
ers have also been struck by the way present 
world conditions correspond with Scriptur- 
al prophecies. These prophecies, however, 
foretell not only an unprecedented time of 
d istress but a righteous new system of 
things th a t will follow immediately.

This article opens a series, spanning 
four successive issues of The Watchtower, 
designed to fam iliarize you w ith one such 
ancient prophet, whose nam e was Daniel. 
You may know of him. He was a Jew of 
noble birth . W hile still a youth, Daniel 
was transported  to Babylon, where he was 
educated in the court of Nebuchadnezzar, 
the second king of the  Neo-Babylonian 
Empire. This was a t the  end of the sev- 
enth century  B.C.E., before the destrue- 
tion of Jerusalem . Daniel rem ained in cap- 
tiv ity  un til Babylon’s fall in 539 B.C.E., 
after which he served in the court of the 
early M edo-Persian rulers. D uring his ex- 
ile he in terp re ted  dream s and had inspired 
visions th a t affect our day. Yes, you and 
your family are involved in w hat Daniel 
foretold.

Prophetic Dreams and Visions
The dream s and visions of the book of 

Daniel are, in fact, short-range and long-
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rove about, and the true  knowledge will 
become abundant.”—Daniel 12:4.

Today “the true  knowledge” of the ful- 
Ailment of Bible prophecy has indeed be- 
come abundant. This increased under- 
standing has convinced millions of serious 
Bible students th a t we are tru ly  living a t 
“the tim e of the end” and th a t God’s 
Kingdom of righteousness is near. (Daniel 
2:44) Showing the relevance of the book of 
Daniel in th is respect, the Soncino Books 
of the Bible states: “The ultim ate trium ph 
of righteousness, w ith its  sequel in the 
establishm ent of the Kingdom of God, is 
fundam ental in Daniel.”

Do you hope for “the u ltim ate trium ph 
of righteousness”? If so, the prophetic 
dreams and visions of Daniel are of vital 
concern to you. The following article will 
acquaint you with some of these and will 
present evidence proving th a t Daniel is an 
authentic book of prophecy.

b an q u e t hall w here N ebuchadnezzar’s 
g ran d so n  B elshazzar and  his princes 
w ere feasting . (Daniel, chapter 5) They 
w ere profan ing  the sacred vessels taken 
from  the  tem ple of Jehovah in Jerusa- 
lem. U nder insp ira tion , Daniel in terp re t- 
ed th a t  m essage of divine judgm ent. And 
in  fulfillm ent, “th a t very n ig h t” Babylon 
fell and “B elshazzar the  Chaldean king 
was killed ,” as confirm ed by Greek his- 
to rian  Xenophon. (Daniel 5:30) But to- 
day th e re  is handw riting  on the wall for 
the  p resen t wicked system  of th ings. 
This, also, will be explained in an article 
of th is  series.

Unsealed at “the Time of the End”
Toward the end of his prophetic book, 

Daniel recorded th is  message th a t he re- 
ceived from an angel: “As for you, 0  Dan- 
iel, make secret the words and seal up the 
book, un til the  tim e of the  end. Many will

D aniel
An A uthentic B ook o f  Prophecy

An Authentic Prophet
Christ him self bore w itness th a t Daniel 

was a prophet. Interestingly, Jesus did so 
in his own prophecy on the sign of his 
“presence and of the conclusion of the 
system of th ings.” He thus projected the 
complete fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy 
down to our day, when we are w itnessing 
the various elements of the sign, such as 
in ternational wars, food shortages, earth- 
quakes, and worldwide pangs of d istress. 
—M atthew 24:3-8, 15.

Jesus stated: “Many false prophets will

THE Bible record tells us: “In the first 
year of Belshazzar the king of Bab- 

ylon, Daniel him self beheld a dream and 
visions of his head upon his bed. At tha t 
tim e he wrote down the dream  itself. The 
complete account of the m atters he told.” 
—Daniel 7:1.

I t  was in the second half of the sixth 
century  B.C.E. th a t Daniel wrote down 
th is  and other dream s and visions tha t 
affect us today. We have “the complete 
account” of such visions in the prophetic 
book of Daniel.
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make atonem ent for erro r . . . And you 
should know and have the insigh t th a t 
from the going forth  of the word to restore 
and to rebuild Jerusalem  u n til Messiah 
the Leader, there will be seven weeks, also 
sixty-two weeks [m aking 69 in all]. . . . 
And afte r the sixty-two weeks [th a t is, 
7 + 62, or afte r the 69th week] Messiah 
will be cut off . . . And he m ust keep the 
covenant in force for the  many for one 
week [the 70th]; and a t the  half of the 
week he will cause sacrifice and g ift offer- 
ing to cease.”—Daniel 9:24-27.

Many Jewish, Catholic, and P ro testan t 
Bible scholars agree th a t the “weeks” of 
th is prophecy are weeks of years. The 
Revised Standard Version, Ecum enical 
Edition, reads: “Seventy weeks of years 
are decreed concern ing  your people.” 
Those 490 years began in 455 B.C.E. when 
Nehemiah was authorized by Persian  king 
A rtaxerxes “to restore and to rebuild Je- 
rusalem .” (Nehem iah 2:1-8) S ixty-nine 
weeks of years later, th a t is, in 29 C.E., 
Jesus was baptized and anointed, becom- 
ing the Christ, or the Anointed One, the 
Messiah. “At the half of the  [70th] week,” 
in 33 C.E., he was “cut off.” His sacrifi- 
cial death made atonem ent for the sins of 
m ankind, thus causing the anim al sacri- 
flees under the Law of Moses “to cease.”*

* For further details on this prophecy, see chap- 
ter 7 of the book “Let Your Kingdom Come,” 
published by the Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society of New York, Inc.

arise and mislead many; . . . th is  good 
news of the  kingdom will be preached in 
all the inhabited earth  for a w itness to all 
the nations; and then  the end will come. 
Therefore, when you catch sight of the 
disgusting th ing  th a t causes desolation, 
as spoken of through Daniel the  prophet, 
standing in a holy place, (let the reader 
use discernm ent,) then  let those in Judea 
begin fleeing to the m ountains. . . . Truly 
I say to you th a t th is  generation will by no 
means pass away un til all these th ings 
occur.”—M atthew  24:11-34.

The fact th a t Jesus w arned th a t there 
would be false prophets ju s t before he 
referred his disciples to “Daniel the proph- 
e t” proves th a t he held Daniel to be a true  
prophet of God. We have noted in the 
previous article th a t some of Daniel’s in- 
spired prophetic u tterances, such as those 
foretelling N ebuchadnezzar’s tem porary 
insanity  and the fall of Babylon, were 
fulfilled during Daniel’s lifetime. But Dan- 
iel also foretold th ings th a t would occur 
centuries la ter. W hat are some of the 
long-range prophecies w ritten  in the book 
of Daniel?

Messiah’s Coming and Death
A prophecy th a t definitely shows Daniel 

to be an au then tic  prophet is known as 
the 70 prophetic weeks. I t reads, in part: 
“There are seventy weeks th a t have been 
determ ined upon your people and upon 
your holy city, in order to te rm inate  the 
transgression, and to finish off sin, and to

-70 weeks (490 years)

­ ו  week (7 years)69 w eeks (483 years)­

33 C.E. 36 C.E.
“And he must 
keep the cove- 
nant in force for 
... one week”

“Messiah 
will be cut 
of f ״ ...

29 C.E.
“until Mes- 
siah the 
Leader... ’

Daniel 9 :24-27
455 B.C.E.
“From the going forth 
of the word to re- 
store and to rebuild 
Jerusalem . . . ”
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—Manuel Biblique, by Bacuez and Vigou- 
roux.

Beastlike World Powers
Another long-range prophecy, of u tm ost 

im portance to people living today, foretold

Because of th is  reliable prophecy, first- 
cen tu ry  Jew ish people “knew th a t the sev- 
en ty  weeks of years fixed by Daniel were 
draw ing to a close; nobody was surprised 
to hear John  the B aptist announce th a t 
the  kingdom of God had drawn near.”

THE “LATE-DATE” THEORY
century B.C.E. Would this have been likely if 
this book had been a contemporary work?

Another argument used by Porphyry and 
many higher critics is that the book of Daniel 
contains historical inaccuracies. Their theory 
is that Daniel was written in the second 
century B.C.E. But at that time, discerning 
Jews were rejecting the First Book of 
Maccabees as unfit for inclusion in the 
Scripture canon, even though they considered 
it to be historically accurate. Educated Jews, 
who had access to the writings of such secular 
historians as Herodotus, would certainly have 
rejected the book of Daniel if it had contained 
historical errors. Moreover, archaeological 
discoveries have confirmed the existence of 
Belshazzar and other details in Daniel that 
Porphyry and many higher critics held to be 
inaccurate.

With regard to Porphyry’s accusation that 
Daniel’s prophecies were written after the 
events foretold, Philip R. Davies, of the 
Department of Biblical Studies, University of 
Sheffield, England, writes: “This is a sorry 
verdict on the book of Daniel as largely a 
deliberate fraud perpetrated on a 
(supposedly) gullible audience to serve, as it 
were, a meritorious end by untruthful means 
... I find it difficult to ascribe such gullibility to 
the original readers of the book. If there is 
gullibility in this case, it is more probably on the 
part of rationalistic critics.”— Journal for the 
Study of the Old Testament, Issue 17,1980.

It is hardly surprising that a neo-Platonic 
philosopher should deny that a Bible writer 
was inspired by God to prophesy future 
events. But that Bible commentators who 
claim to be Christians should try to undermine 
people’s confidence in an important prophetic 
book of the Scriptures is saddening. It betrays 
a lack of faith in the One who said: “From the 
beginning I revealed the future, in advance, 
what has not yet occurred.”— Isaiah 46:10,
The New Jerusalem Bible.

THE Bible attributes the book of Daniel to the 
prophet of that name, which would locate 

the writing of this book in the sixth 
century B.C.E. (Daniel 7:1) But the prophecies 
it contains are so astounding that many have 
doubted that they were written before the 
events foretold. Some non-Christians, and even 
many Bible commentators who call themselves 
Christians, have cast doubt on the authenticity 
of the book of Daniel. They prefer the so-called 
late-date, or Maccabean-date, theory, 
originally advanced by a third-century C.E. 
anti-Christian philosopher named Porphyry. 
What are the arguments in support of this 
theory, and what are they worth?

On the premise that all prophecy is 
impossible, Porphyry asserted that the book 
bearing Daniel’s name was actually written by 
an unknown Jew during the Maccabean period, 
in the second century B.C.E., that is, after many 
of the events foretold in Daniel had taken place. 
He speculated that the impostor who wrote in 
the name of Daniel did so in order to bolster 
the morale of the Jews at the time of the 
Maccabean revolt against the Seleucids in the 
second century B.C.E. But can the respectful 
and nonviolent conduct of Daniel and his three 
Hebrew companions in Babylon be considered 
in any way as an incitement to armed revolt? 
Absolutely not. (Daniel 1:8; 2:49; 3:16-18, 30) 
The appearance of “Messiah the Leader” 
exactly on time in 29 C.E., at the conclusion of 
the 69 “weeks” of years of Daniel 9:25, also 
makes Porphyry’s claims of the second 
century B.C.E. look foolish.

According to the Jewish historian Josephus, 
the canon of the Hebrew Scriptures, which 
includes Daniel, was closed at the time of Ezra, 
in the fifth century B.C.E. How, then, can it be 
said that Daniel was not written until the “late 
date” of the second century B.C.E.? 
Furthermore, the Dead Sea Scrolls have shown 
that the book of Daniel was widely accepted as 
Scripture in Jewish circles in the second
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Babylon M edo-Persia

Greece Britain and U.S.A.

Daniel accurately foretold the succes- 
sion of world powers, all of which have 
shed blood like wild beasts in the ir lu st for 
world hegemony. Likewise, the righteous 
Kingdom th a t he foretold will shortly re- 
place present-day political powers. In a 
vision, Daniel saw “the Ancient of Days,” 
Jehovah God, give the “son of m an,” Jesus 
the Messiah, “rulership and dignity  and 
k ingdom , th a t  th e  peop les, n a tio n a l 
groups and languages should all serve 
even him .” Will th is provide a lasting 
solution to m ankind’s problems? Yes, for 
Jesus’ rulership is here described as “an 
indefinitely lasting rulership th a t will not 
pass away, and his kingdom one th a t will 
not be brought to ru in .”—Daniel 7:13, 14; 
compare M atthew 16:27, 28; 25:31.

The short-term  and long-term  prophe- 
cies th a t have briefly been considered in 
these two articles are merely a sample of 
the dream s, visions, and prophecies con- 
tained in Daniel. These examples are evi- 
dence th a t Daniel is an authentic  book 
of prophecy—history w ritten  in advance. 
The fulfillment of these prophecies contin- 
ues into the 20th century, and they pro- 
vide a wonderful hope, as succeeding is- 
sues of th is magazine will explain.

a succession of world powers, symbolized 
by fearsome beasts, th a t would have to 
make way for God’s Kingdom.

Daniel related: “I happened to be be- 
holding in my visions during the n ig h t . . . 
And four huge beasts were coming up out 
of the sea, each one being different from 
the others. The first one was like a lion . .  . 
And, see there! another beast, a second 
one, it being like a bear. . . . And, see 
there! another beast, one like a leopard . . . 
A fter th is I kept on beholding in the vi- 
sions of the n ight, and, see there! a fourth 
beast, fearsome and terrib le and unusual- 
ly strong. . . .  As for these huge beasts, 
because they are four, there  are four kings 
th a t will stand  up from the earth . But the 
holy ones of the Supreme One will receive 
the kingdom, and they will take posses- 
sion of the kingdom for tim e indefinite.” 
—Daniel 7:2-18.

T hat these beasts represent world pow- 
ers is evident from another vision Dan- 
iel had. Explaining th is  vision, he wrote: 
“The ram  th a t you saw possessing the two 
horns stands for the kings of Media and 
Persia. And the hairy  he-goat stands for 
the king of Greece.”—Daniel 8:20, 21.

Sim ilarly, th e  four beasts of Daniel 
chapter 7 symbolize four world powers 
dating from Daniel’s day and onward, up 
until the tim e for the  se tting  up of God’s 
Kingdom. Daniel lived past the  fall of the 
Babylonian W orld Power (the lion) and 
in to  the s ta r t  of its  successor, Medo- 
P ersia  (the  bear). D aniel’s long-range 
prophecy foretold M edo-Persia’s fall be- 
fore Greece (the leopard), which in tu rn  
would be replaced by “a fourth  beast,” the 
Roman Em pire and its  outgrow th, the 
Anglo-American W orld Power.*

* For a detailed explanation of this prophecy, see 
chapters 6 and 7 of the book Our Incoming World 
Government— God’s Kingdom, published by the 
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, 
Inc.
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Jesus’ Ministry

Who Are 
Truly Happy?

says that the mild-tempered, the merci- 
ful, the pure in heart, and the peace- 
able are happy. These are happy, Je- 
sus notes, because they will inherit the 
earth, they will be shown mercy, they 
will see God, and they will be called 
sons of God.

What Jesus means by being happy, 
however, is not simply being jovial or 
mirthful, as when one is having fun. 
True happiness is deeper, carrying the 
thought of contentment, a sense of sat- 
isfaction and fulfillment in life.

So those who are truly happy, Je- 
sus shows, are people who recognize 
their spiritual need, are saddened by 
their sinful condition, come to know 
and serve God. Then, even if they are 
hated or persecuted for doing God’s 
will, they are happy because they know 
they are pleasing God and will receive 
his reward of everlasting life.

However, many of Jesus’ listeners, 
just like some people today, believe that 
being prosperous and enjoying plea- 
sures is what makes a person happy. 
Jesus knows otherwise. Drawing a con-

EVERYONE wants to be happy. 
Realizing this, Jesus begins his 
Sermon on the Mount by describ- 

ing those who are truly happy. As we 
can imagine, this immediately captures 
the attention of his vast audience. And 
yet his opening words must seem con- 
tradictory to many.

Directing his comments to his dis- 
ciples, Jesus begins: “Happy are you 
poor, because yours is the kingdom of 
God. Happy are you who hunger now, 
because you will be filled. Happy are 
you who weep now, because you will 
laugh. Happy are you whenever men 
hate you . . . Rejoice in that day and 
leap, for, look! your reward is great in 
heaven.”

This is Luke’s account of the intro- 
duction of Jesus’ sermon. But accord- 
ing to Matthew’s record, Jesus also



literally are salt. Rather, salt is a preser- 
vative. A large heap of it lay near the 
altar at Jehovah’s temple, and officiat- 
ing priests used it to salt the offerings.

Jesus’ disciples are “the salt of the 
earth” in that they have a preserving 
influence on people. Indeed, the mes- 
sage they bear will preserve the lives of 
all who respond to it! It will bring into the 
lives of such persons the qualities of 
permanence, loyalty, and faithfulness, 
preventing any spiritual and moral de- 
cay in them.

“You are the light of the world,” Jesus 
tells his disciples. A lamp is not put 
under a basket but is set on a lamp- 
stand, so Jesus says: “Likewise let your 
light shine before men.” Jesus’ disciples 
do this by their public witnessing, as 
well as by serving as shining examples 
of conduct that accords with Bible prin- 
ciples. Luke 6 :2 0 2 6 .Matthew 5:3-16 ;־

♦ Who are truly happy, and why?
♦ Who receive woe, and why?
♦ How are Jesus’ disciples “the salt of the 
earth” and “the light of the world”?

trast that must surprise many of his 
listeners, he says:

“Woe to you rich persons, because 
you are having your consolation in full. 
Woe to you who are filled up now, be- 
cause you will go hungry. Woe, you 
who are laughing now, because you will 
mourn and weep. Woe, whenever all 
men speak well of you, for things like 
these are what their forefathers did to 
the false prophets.”

What does Jesus mean? Why does 
having riches, laughingly pursuing plea- 
sures, and enjoying the plaudits of men 
bring woe? It is because when a person 
has and cherishes these things, then 
service to God, which alone brings true 
happiness, is excluded from his life. At 
the same time, Jesus did not mean that 
simply being poor, hungry, and mournful 
makes a person happy. Often, however, 
such disadvantaged persons may re- 
spond to Jesus’ teachings, and they 
thereby are blessed with true happi- 
ness.

Next, addressing his disciples, Jesus 
says: “You are the salt of the earth.” He 
does not mean, of course, that they



C om fort 
From  
the G od  
o f P eace

“Keep comforting 
one another 
with these words ”
—  1 THESSALONIANS 4:18.

among those new believers. Said Paul: 
“We became gentle in the m idst of you, as 
when a nursing m other cherishes her own 
children. So, having a tender affection for 
you, we were well pleased to im part to 
you, not only the good news of God, but 
also our own souls, because you became 
beloved to u s.” Can we not sense in those 
words the in tim ate concern, the genuine, 
deep-seated love th a t Paul felt for th a t 
congregation? Indeed, it is a pa tte rn  of 
the kind of love th a t C hristian elders dis- 
play in some 50,000 congregations of Je- 
hovah’s W itnesses around the earth  to- 
day. — 1 Thessalonians 2:7-9; John  13: 
34, 35; 15:12-14.

3 The Tempter, Satan, had brought trib- 
ulations upon those Thessalonian Chris- 
tians. So Paul sent Timothy to them , in 
order ‘to make them firm and comfort

3. (a) How was Tim othy able to benefit the  
Thessalonian congregation? (b) This corresponds 
to what today?

PAUL, the apostle, was keenly desir- 
ous th a t the C hristian  congregation 

should enjoy peace. Thus, 13 of his letters, 
as preserved for us in the inspired Scrip- 
tu res, open w ith a petition th a t those ad- 
dressed may enjoy peace from God. For 
example, to the fledgling congregation in 
Thessalonica, Paul w rites: “May you have 
undeserved kindness and peace.” Toward 
the end of th a t same le tter, he petitions: 
“May the very God of peace sanctify you 
completely. And sound in every respect 
may the sp irit and soul and body of you 
b ro thers be preserved in a blameless man- 
ner a t the presence of our Lord Jesus 
C hrist.”— 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 5:23.

2 P aul and  his com panions had not 
spared themselves in ‘laboring and toiling’

1. W hat petitions by Paul show his in terest in 
peace?2. (a) W hat kind of concern did Paul display 
toward the congregation? (b) How may Christian  
elders today follow Paul’s example?
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quest you and exhort you by the Lord 
Jesus, ju st as you received the instruction  
from us on how you ought to walk and 
please God, ju st as you are in fact walking, 
th a t you would keep on doing it more 
fully. For you know the orders we gave 
you through the Lord Jesu s.” (1 Thessalo- 
nians 4:1, 2) W hat are some of “the or- 
ders” th a t Paul here emphasizes?

7 The first ‘order’ relates to good morals. 
Paul sta tes forthrightly: “This is w hat 
God wills, the sanctifying of you, th a t you 
abstain from fornication; th a t each one of 
you should know how to get possession of 
his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 
not in covetous sexual appetite such as 
also those nations have which do not know 
God.” Happily, we have come to “know” 
God and his Son, Jesus Christ, and are 
reaching out for everlasting  life. How 
shameful it would be if we were to let 
ourselves be dragged back into the worldly 
mire of immorality! Sad to say, some have 
survived years in concentration  camps 
and prisons, or spent a lifetim e in zealous 
m issionary service, only to let the Tempt- 
er la ter catch them  off guard as to morals. 
Having received God’s holy spirit, may we 
never ‘grieve’ it through sexual miscon- 
duct!— 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8; John 17:3; 
1 Corinthians 10:12, 13; Ephesians 4:30.

8 Paul’s next ‘order’ is w ith respect to 
phil-a-del-phi'a, “brotherly love.” (1 Thes- 
salonians 4:9, 10) This is a special m ani- 
festation of the principled love,
th a t Paul also warmly recommends here in 
verse 9, as well as in chapter 3, verses 6 
and 12. Phil-a-del-phi'a is a very in tim ate  
affection, such as evidently existed be- 
tw een Jesu s  and  P e te r, and  betw een 
David and Jo n a th a n . (Jo h n  21:15-17;7. (a) W hat im portant ‘order’ is here given?  
(b) Having received God’s spirit, w hy m ust we 
never let down our guard?8, 9. (a) W hat is  “brotherly love”? (b) How m ay  
we cultivate such love, and w ith  w hat benefit?

them  in behalf of th e ir fa ith .’ Timothy 
returned  to Paul in A thens w ith a glowing 
report about the ir faithfulness and love. 
All were greatly  comforted to learn  of one 
another’s fa ith  and in tegrity , and they 
continued to supplicate God to make up 
any lack. (1 Thessalonians 3:1, 2, 5-7, 10) 
This, too, reflects the theocratic arrange- 
m ent today , w ith  tra v e lin g  overseers 
building up the congregations, even where 
Jehovah’s W itnesses serve under ban or 
b itte r persecution.—Isaiah 32:1, 2.

‘At His Presence’
4 The apostle Paul concludes th is part of 

his le tte r w ith the petition: “May the 
Lord cause you to increase, yes, make you 
abound, in love to one another and to all, 
even as we also do to you; to the end th a t 
he may make your hearts  firm, unblam- 
able in holiness before our God and Father 
a t the presence of our Lord Jesus with all 
his holy ones.”— 1 Thessalonians 3:12, 13.

5 Paul was here looking far into the 
future, to the tim e of Jesu s’ “presence and 
of the conclusion of the system  of th ings” 
when “the Son of m an arrives in his glory, 
and all the angels w ith h im .” Our heavenly 
King arrived in 1914. From his glorious 
invisible throne, Jesus is now judging the 
nations and peoples of earth , separating 
out humble, sheeplike hum ans for preser- 
vation through the “great tribu la tion” and 
for everlasting life in a paradise earth. 
—M atthew 24:3-21; 25:31-34, 41, 46.

Orders for Our Good
6Are you one who is reaching out for 

th a t goal of everlasting life? If so, you 
m ust heed w hat Paul here w rites to the 
Thessalonians: “Finally, brothers, we re-

4, 5. (a) W hat petition  does Paul here make, 
and why should it  be of special in terest to  us 
now? (b) W hy is our day o f particular sign if- 
icance?6. W hat exhortation  of Paul m ust we now heed?
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only comfort for those losing C hristian  
loved ones but also encouragem ent to en- 
dure until Jehovah’s “day” breaks forth. 
Paul’s counsel should help all of us to show 
spiritual stability as we continue to de- 
clare the good news, in an ticipation of 
the to tal end of th is system  of th ings. 
—2 Thessalonians 1:6-10.

12 Paul says: “Brothers, we do not w ant 
you to be ignorant concerning those who 
are sleeping in death; th a t you may not 
sorrow ju st as the rest also do who have 
no hope.” (1 Thessalonians 4:13) W hat 
comfort and peace of mind are to be found 
in the resurrection hope! Some five years 
later, Paul would introduce his second let- 
te r  to the C hristians in Corinth by saying: 
“May you have undeserved kindness and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Blessed be the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, the  F ather 
of tender mercies and the God of all com- 
fort, who comforts us in all our tribu la- 
tion, th a t we may be able to com fort those 
in any sort of tribulation through the  com- 
fort w ith which we ourselves are being 
comforted by God.”—2 C orinthians 1:2-4.

13 The apostle did not w ant us to be 
ignorant as to the condition of the dead. 
In time, a g reat apostasy would set in 
among professed Christians, so th a t they 
would re tu rn  to Babylonish and Greek 
philosophies. Such apostates would accept 
the Platonic doctrine of the  inheren t im- 
m ortality of the soul—now a basic teach- 
ing throughout the world em pire of false 
religion. The aura of m ystery th a t  sur- 
rounds the “afterlife,” w hether said to be 
in heaven, purgatory, or a place of eternal 
torm ent, provides no tru e  comfort. Fur-12. W hat real com fort m ay we have when a 
loved one dies, and from w hat source?
13, 14. (a) W hy did Paul w ant C hristians to be 
informed as to the m eaning o f death? (b) What 
do the Scriptures show to be the condition of the  
dead?

1 Samuel 20:17; 2 Samuel 1:26) It can be 
added to a-ga'pe in  building a close com- 
panionship, as seen, for example, in the 
m utual joy of association th a t many of 
Jehovah’s W itnesses find together in the 
pioneer m in istry  and other theocratic ac- 
tiv ity .

9 Says Paul: “Go on doing it in fuller 
m easure.” We can always broaden out in 
our brotherly love. Especially does this fine 
quality overflow when elders and ministe- 
rial servants take the lead in zealous King- 
dom service. W hen all in the congregation 
busy them selves in ‘seeking first the King- 
dom,’ differences due to hum an imperfec- 
tion, personality clashes, and similar prob- 
lems become secondary. Let us always 
keep our eyes on the goal!—M atthew 6:20, 
21, 33; 2 Corinthians 4:18.

10 P au l here  tie s  in  an o th e r ‘o rd e r’ 
—th a t we make it our aim to live quietly, 
m ind our own business, and work with our 
hands. As we thus ‘walk decently’ in our 
daily lives, displaying both principled love 
and brotherly  affection, all our needs will 
be supplied.— 1 Thessalonians 4:11, 12; 
John  13:35; Romans 12:10-12.

Comforted by the Resurrection Hope
11 The apostle refers next to the grand 

hope of the resurrection. But why should 
Paul introduce th is topic? He wanted to 
s treng then  his brothers to endure the per- 
secutions th a t were coming their way. 
They were in danger of losing the ir lives. 
I t appears th a t a t th a t tim e some had 
fallen asleep in death. Fellow believers 
were in need of comfort. (1 Thessalonians 
2:14-20) Thinking  th a t C h ris t’s “pres- 
ence” was a t hand, they wondered what 
would happen to those who had already 
died. W hat Paul now w rites provides not

10. How m ay w e, as C hristians, ‘walk decently’?
11. (a) W hy does Paul now introduce the resur- 
rection? (b) How should th is  counsel by Paul 
affect us?
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Order of the Resurrection
16 Our faith  is strong  th a t C hrist, “the 

firs tfru its” of the resurrection  and now 
enthroned a t God’s rig h t hand in the 
heavens, will carry to completion Jeho- 
vah’s glorious Kingdom purposes. (He- 
brews 6:17, 18; 10:12, 13) As Paul states 
in another letter: “He [Jesus C hrist] m ust 
rule as king until God has pu t all enemies 
under his feet. As the last enemy, death is 
to be brought to noth ing .” How? In part 
through the resurrection and the removal 
of the effects of Adamic death. The apos- 
tie had just explained it th is  way: “Since 
death is through a man, resurrection of 
the dead is also through a man. For ju st 
as in Adam all are dying, so also in the 
Christ all will be made alive. B ut each one 
in his own rank: C hrist the firstfru its , 
afterw ard those who belong to the C hrist 
during his presence.” (1 Corinthians 15: 
20-26) I t is to th is  order of the  resurrec- 
tion th a t Paul next refers in his first le tte r 
to the Thessalonians, saying:

17 “If our faith  is th a t Jesus died and 
rose again, so, too, those who have fallen 
asleep in death through Jesus God will 
bring with him. For th is is w hat we tell 
you by Jehovah’s word, th a t we the living 
who survive to the presence of the Lord 
shall in no way precede those who have 
fallen asleep in death; because the Lord 
himself will descend from heaven w ith 
a commanding call, w ith  an archangel’s 
voice and with God’s trum pet, and those 
who are dead in union w ith C hrist will rise 
firs t.”— 1 Thessalonians 4:14-16.

18 A fter 1914, during Jesu s’ “presence” 
in Kingdom power, he, as the  archangel, 
issues the heavenly command for those “in 
union w ith C hrist” to assemble. In the

16, 17. (a ) How w ill “th e  la s t  en em y ” be 
brought to nothing? (b) W hat order of resurrec- 
tion does Paul now explain?
18. W hen were the anointed  ones who were 
“asleep in death” resurrected?

ther, inheren t im m ortality  contradicts the 
resurrection doctrine, for how can some- 
one be raised again to life if the soul does 
not die?

14 Paul here w rites “concerning those 
who are sleeping in dea th .” Yes, “sleep- 
ing.” A person who is sleeping is not con- 
scious of anyth ing  and is not able to per- 
form any works. (Compare Ecclesiastes 9: 
5, 10.) There was an  occasion during Je- 
sus’ m in istry  when he said th a t Lazarus 
had “gone to re s t” and th a t he, Jesus, 
would “awaken him from sleep.” W hen 
C h ris t’s d iscip les did no t u n d e rs ta n d  
those words, “Jesus said to them  outspo- 
kenly: ‘Lazarus has died.’” Lazarus’ sis- 
ters, M artha and Mary, were comforted by 
the hope of the resurrection, and Jesus 
brought them  fu rth e r comfort. But how 
the ir faith  m ust have been fortified when 
Jesus raised his friend, already dead for 
four days, from the sleep of death!—John 
11:11-14, 21-25, 43-45.

15 T hat m iracle, toge ther w ith Jesu s’ 
o ther w orks in  ra is in g  the dead, and 
preem inently  Jehovah’s resu rrec ting  of 
Jesus him self—all these well-documented 
events s treng then  our confidence in the 
m arvelous resu rrec tion  hope. (Luke 7: 
11-17; 8:49-56; 1 C o rin th ian s  15:3-8) 
True, death brings sorrow and tears, and 
it is hard  to adjust to the  absence of a 
loved one. B ut w hat com fort and streng th  
we gain from the assurance th a t the Sov- 
ereign Lord Jehovah “will actually swal- 
low up death forever, and . . . will certain- 
ly wipe the tears  from all faces”! (Isaiah 
25:8; Revelation 21:4) One of the best 
cures for sorrow is keeping busy in the 
service of the God of peace, giving out to 
o thers the  heartw arm ing Kingdom hope 
th a t we ourselves have so gratefully re- 
ceived.—Compare Acts 20:35.

15. (a) How is our hope in  the resurrection  
strengthened? (b) How m ay we be helped to  
adjust at the death o f a loved one?
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m ention these in his first le tte r  to the 
Thessalonians, Revelation 20:12 assures 
us th a t “the dead, the  g rea t and the 
small,” will be raised up to s tand  before 
God’s judgm ent throne. (See also John  5: 
28, 29.) However, today “a g reat crowd” 
num bering into the millions has already 
been gathered before th a t throne. As a 
group, these will be saved alive through 
the im pending “great tribu la tion .” They 
are shepherded by the Lamb and guided to 
“fountains of w aters of life,” so th a t they 
will never need to die off the earth . B ut 
due to age or unforeseen occurrence, some 
of them  may die during the Lord’s “pres- 
ence.” (Revelation 7:9, 14, 17; Ecclesiastes 
9:11) W hat of these?

21 The joyful hope of an early resurrec- 
tion lies ahead for all such “other sheep.” 
(John 10:16) Their faith  and works, like 
those of Abraham of old, have already 
brought them  into a sta te  of friendship 
with God. Like those men and women of 
faith  described in Hebrews chapter 11, 
these modern-day “other sheep” have en- 
dured trials. Logically they, too, will expe- 
rience “a better resurrection ,” no doubt 
early in the post-Armageddon period. (He- 
brews 11:35; Jam es 2:23) Indeed, each one 
who has, in faith, ‘fed on Jesus’ flesh and 
drunk his blood’ will share in the fulfill- 
m ent of his promise: “He . . . has everlast- 
ing life, and I shall resurrect him  a t the  
last day.”—John 6:54; Romans 5:18, 21; 
6:23.

22 After discussing the glorious resurrec- 
tion hope, Paul admonishes: “Keep com- 
forting one another w ith these words.” 
(1 Thessalonians 4:18) Then he discusses 
further vital m atters regarding “the pres- 
ence of our Lord Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians 
5:23) W hat are these? See the artic le  
“Peace From G o d -W h en ?”

22. How may we comfort one another?

case of such anointed ones “asleep in 
dea th ,” th is trum petlike summons calls 
for th e ir  sp iritual resurrection into the 
heavens. The Watchtower has long pre- 
sen ted  the view th a t th is resurrection 
of anointed C hristians from death com- 
menced in the  year 1918.

19 H ow ever, w hat of th e  rem a in in g  
anointed C hristians on earth , now a di- 
m in ish ing  group of less th a n  10,000? 
These, too, m ust complete the ir earthly 
life course in faithfulness. As though he 
were w ith them  during C hrist’s presence, 
Paul w rites: “A fterw ard we the living who 
are surviving will, together with them, be 
caught away in clouds to meet the Lord in 
the  air; and thus we shall always be with 
the Lord.” (1 Thessalonians 4:17; compare 
Revelation 1:10.) Thus, in due course, all 
the 144,000 will be raised to serve as 
priests and kings on the heavenly Mount 
Zion w ith the Lamb, Jesus Christ. “This 
is the  first resu rrection .” (Revelation 14: 
1, 4; 20:4, 5) But w hat aw aits the billions 
of m ankind who are now in the ir graves?

20 Though P aul does no t specifically

19. W hen and how will those rem aining “be 
caught away in  clouds,” and for what purpose?
20, 21. (a) W hat lies ahead for the billions of 
m ankind in  their graves? (b) W hat group will 
never need to die off the earth, and why? (c) If 
individuals of th is group should die, what happy 
prospect is  there for them ?

In Summary—
□ What petitions does Paul make 
on behalf of Christians?
□ What “orders” does the apostle 
give for our good?
□ How does God’s Word comfort 
us with regard to the dead?
□ What order of the resurrection 
does Paul describe?
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objective must be to prevent an arms race in 
space. However, we need to be realistic ... 
Space is already militarized.” The French 
Group stressed “that the inability of the United 
Nations to maintain collective security and 
peace stem in particular from the violation by 
some States of the essential principles of 
international and morality law.” The U.S.S.R. 
Group expressed “grave concern over the 
danger of nuclear catastrophe threatening 
mankind, which can lead to the end of 
civilization on earth.” The U.S. delegation was 
reported as saying that it would “attempt to 
communicate the need for international 
cooperation to combat terrorism.”

On the other side of the earth, the 
International Year of Peace was marked on 
March 21 by a rally in the Great Hall of the 
People in Beijing. Chinese premier Zhao Ziyang 
was more optimistic than others in saying: “So 
long as the people of the world keep up their 
unremitting efforts, they will certainly win 
peace.”

In connection with the UN International Year 
of Peace, Pope John Paul II has said that the 
Holy See wants to inspire a “worldwide 
movement of prayer for peace involving all 
nations and all religions.”

Peace eludes this world. And why? Real 
peace must be based on love; the world is 
divided by nationalistic pride and hatred. Real 
peace requires wise and just rulership; 
imperfect human rulers cannot measure up to 
this standard. Real peace must center around 
united worship of the one true God; the world’s 
religions are divided hopelessly into thousands 
of sects, none of which honor Jehovah as 
Sovereign Lord. Real peace requires the 
removal of “the god of this system of things,” 
Satan the Devil, and his system of rulership; 
only Jehovah’s Kingdom in the hands of His 
Christ can crush Satan and his works.
—2 Corinthians 4:4.

THE UN has proclaimed 1986 as the
International Year of Peace. What progress 

is there toward world peace? The following 
comments come from around the globe.

From April 7 to 12, 1986, legislators from 
103 countries took part in the 75th IPU 
(Inter-Parliamentary Union) meeting in Mexico 
City.

UN Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar conveyed this message to the Union: 
“As the International Year of Peace begins, let 
all be mindful that its theme— To Safeguard 
Peace and the Future of Humanity’—provides 
an important focus not only for 1986 but for the 
years ahead. Let us seize the opportunities of 
1986 with determination.”

The president of IPU stated that he had 
visited a number of countries “to ask whether 
the parliamentarians there could not become 
parliamentarians of peace.” His conclusion: Ί  
found out how difficult this is, indeed in some 
cases hopeless.”

The Mexican Group itself expressed “grave 
disappointment that despite growing public 
concern at the dangers of the arms race and 
the efforts made by the United Nations, no 
substantive progress has been made in recent 
years in the field of disarmament.”

The Argentine Group took into account “that 
neither the sixty million dead in the second 
world war, nor its nuclear epilogue in 
Hiroshima, nor the one hundred and thirty 
armed conflicts since then have been sufficient 
to teach mankind that he is on the threshold of 
self-destruction.” It was deeply concerned that 
“five nuclear Powers have accumulated more 
than 50,000 nuclear weapons, an amount that 
equals three tons of conventional explosives 
for each inhabitant of our planet.”

The permanent members of the UN Security 
Council were represented, and some of their 
comments were as follows:

The British Group stated: “A key policy

Kenya's 10-shilling “p eace” stam pAustralia's gold “p ea ce ” dollar
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P eace  
F rom  G od
When?

“The God who 
gives peace will 
crush Satan under 
your feet shortly ”
—  ROMANS 16:20.

4 In every way, this world presents a 
sorry spectacle. Never before has hum an 
society had to endure more political corrup- 
tion, more criminal violence, more econom- 
ic headaches, or more godlessness and reli- 
gious confusion than  in th is present age. 
Never has it been tru e r of m ankind th a t 14all 
creation keeps on groaning together and 
being in pain together.” Yet God promises 
th a t his hum an creation “will be set free 
from enslavement to corruption and have 
the glorious freedom of the children of 
God.” (Romans 8:21, 22) Those peace- 
lovers who worship the God of the Bible, the 
Sovereign Lord Jehovah, are assured of 
entering into th a t freedom. It will be a 
freedom th a t is firmly rooted in true  peace, 
eternal peace. (Ezekiel 37 B (־2628: ut when 
and how will th a t peace come?

God’s View of ‘Times and Seasons’
5 The apostle Paul had comforted the

4. (a) W hat spectacle does the world now pre- 
sent? (b) Yet what strong hope do w orshipers of 
Jehovah entertain?
5. W hat question  arises in  connection  w ith  1 Thessalonians 5:1?

<6t  F THE mad race for arm am ents con- 
JL tinues, it is bound to result in a 

slaughter such as has never occurred in 
history. If there  is a victor left the very 
victory will be a living death for the na- 
tion th a t emerges victorious.” That fore- 
cast made in 1938 by M ohandas Gandhi 
actually looked far beyond his time.

2 Previously, in 1931, Gandhi had told a 
B ritish  viceroy: “W hen your country and 
mine shall get together on the teachings 
laid down by C hrist in th is Sermon on the 
M ount, we shall have solved the problems 
not only of our countries but those of the 
whole world.” As the Hindu sage indicat- 
ed, Jesu s’ sermon points the way to last- 
ing peace. In th a t sermon Christ said: 
“Happy are the peaceable, since they will 
be called ‘sons of God.’” (M atthew 5:9) 
M any “sons” now enjoy peace from God. 
In tim e, all meek ones of earth  will find 
“exquisite delight in the abundance of 
peace.” (Psalm  37:11) B ut can we be con- 
fident of th is outcome?

3 Today, the specter of world annihila- 
tion hovers over mankind. A recent study 
s ta te s : “The u ltim a te  absurd ity  is the 
$3-4,000,000,000,000 (3 4  (trillion dollars ־
spent since World W ar II to create a nucle- 
a r  arsenal which, if used, will mean global
suicide___ The m egatonnage in the world’s
stockpile of nuclear weapons is enough to 
kill 58 billion people, or to kill every person 
now living 12 tim es.”* Yet the mad race has 
continued to accelerate. MAD indeed, since 
those initials stand for Mutually Assured 
Destruction, the shaky concept on which 
the superpowers balance the ir so-called 
peace. This surely is not peace from God.

* The publication World Military and Social 
Expenditures 1985.

1, 2. (a) W hat did a Hindu sage say about war 
and peace? (b) W ho are the happy ones who come 
to enjoy peace from God?
3. W hy is there no real peace on earth today?
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7 However, a t th is  point Paul had no 
need to w rite of “the  tim es and the 
seasons.” Those Thessalonian C hristians 
were already convinced th a t it was the 
‘season’ for the conclusion of the Jew ish 
system of things, which would end some 
20 years later, in 70 C.E. Their zeal and 
“joy of holy sp irit” shone forth  as exem- 
plary. (1 Thessalonians 1:4-7) Likewise, 
Jeh o v ah ’s W itn esses  today  a re  fully 
aware th a t the world w ars and other 
d istressing events since 1914 are “the 
s ig n ” of J e s u s ’ inv isib le presence in  
Kingdom power and glory.—M atthew  24: 
3-8; 25:31.

8 Next, the apostle reassures his fellow 
Christians, saying: “For you yourselves 
know quite well th a t Jehovah’s day is 
coming exactly as a th ief in  the  n ig h t.” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:2) Though we do not 
know the exact tim ing, th a t day for exe- 
cuting judgm ent moves ever closer. I t  
will break suddenly, in stan tly , a t  God’s

7. W hy did Paul have no need to w rite to  the  
Thessalonians about ‘tim es and season s’?8. W hy m ust we keep awake and active?

C hristians in Thessalonica by explaining 
how the resurrection  is related to “the 
presence of the  Lord” Jesus. Next he says: 
“As for the tim es and the seasons, broth- 
ers, you need nothing to be w ritten  to 
you.”— 1 Thessalonians 4:15; 5:1.

6 Do the apostle’s words indicate th a t 
‘tim es and seasons’ are not im portant to 
God? Far from it! (Ecclesiastes 3:1) It was 
“when the full lim it of the  tim e arrived,” 
a t the end of 69 weeks of years, th a t “God 
sent fo rth  his Son.” And Jesus’ minis- 
try  lasted three and a half years—from 
29 C.E. to 33 C .E.—ju st as had been 
prophesied . (G a la tian s  4:4; D aniel 9: 
24-27) I t was exactly a t the  end of “the 
appointed tim es of the nations” in 1914 
th a t Jesus was installed as King in “heav- 
enly Jerusalem .” (Luke 21:24; Hebrews 
12:22; Ezekiel 21:27; Daniel 4:31, 32) The 
“great tribu la tion” will also come a t the 
“day and hour” decreed by Jehovah. “It 
will not be la te .”—M atthew 24:21, 36; Ha- 
bakkuk 2:3.6. How do we know that ‘tim es and seasons’ are 
im portant to God?
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generations from the scourge of w ar.” Has 
the UN been successful in assuring  such 
peace and security?

11 However sincere some of the founders 
of the UN may have been, th a t body, like 
the League before it, has failed to fulfill its 
chartered purpose. The world now sits  on 
a powder keg of nuclear arm am ents. The 
accident a t Chernobyl, U.S.S.R., in April 
1986, with the resu ltan t radioactive fall- 
out over much of Europe, shows th a t even 
when used for peaceful purposes, nuclear 
power has a terrible potential. Some na- 
tions in the South Pacific are try in g  to 
m aintain the ir area as a nuclear-free zone. 
But if a full-scale nuclear war ever broke 
loose, there would be survivors nowhere.

Are “Peace and Security” Possible?
12 Fully aware of the deepening crisis, 

the United Nations declared 1986 to be 
the In ternational Year of Peace. This has 
met with a mixed reception among the 
nations. Most of them  have supported the  
UN Year of Peace in one way or another, 
but they point to nuclear war as the over- 
shadowing th rea t to peace. In the mean- 
tim e, m iniw ars continue to be fought 
around the earth , some 150 of them  since 
World W ar II, w ith a combined death toll 
of more than  30,000,000. Can it be said 
th a t any nation really has taken the ini- 
tiative in acting upon those famous words 
of Isaiah 2:4 th a t are emblazoned on the 
plaza wall a t the UN?

13 The religions of the world have not 
been backward in giving support to the 
UN Year of Peace. Pope John Paul II 
proclaimed January  1 as a W orld Day of 
Peace and urged statesm en to provide the 
leadership needed for establishing a basis

11. How serious is the crisis that confronts the  
world?12. W hat declaration has the UN  made for 1986, 
and with what response am ong the nations?
13. How have religious leaders given support?

appointed hour. Therefore, we m ust keep 
awake and active.—Luke 21:34-36.

A Climactic Call for Peace
9 “Peace and security!” Paul here alerts 

us to the  proclam ation th a t will be heard 
a t th e  clim ax of C h r is t’s “p resence .” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:3) Will we soon hear 
th a t cry? W here could such a call for the 
w orld’s peace and security originate? Ob- 
viously not from among C hrist’s followers, 
for Jesus sta ted  th a t neither they nor his 
Kingdom are “part of the world.” (John 
15:19; 17:14, 16; 18:36) Those who herald 
fo rth  th is  cry m ust therefore be world- 
lings who are opposed to the incoming 
Kingdom of God. They are part of the 
world th a t ‘lies in the  power of the wicked 
one,’ Satan  the Devil. (1 John 5:19) Like 
the political and religious leaders of Jere- 
m iah’s day, these will speak “the vision of 
th e ir own h e a rt,” saying, “Peace is what 
you people will come to have,” wrongly 
contending th a t such peace is from God. 
How false the ir claim will prove to be! 
—Jerem iah 23:16, 17, 19, 20.

10 A chain of events leads up to this cry 
of “Peace and security!” I t was in 1920 
th a t the  League of Nations was brought 
fo rth  in the wake of the  G reat W ar, now 
known as W orld W ar I. The purpose of 
th is  League was to banish w ar from the 
earth  forever. But W orld W ar II tumbled 
the League into an abyss. On October 24, 
1945, th is  body was revived, rising from 
the  ashes w ith a new name, the United 
N ations. (Compare Revelation 17:8.) Its 
prim ary objective is “to preserve world 
peace and  se c u rity .” I ts  founders ex- 
pressed determ ination “to save succeeding

9. (a) W hat cry arises, and why do true Chris- 
tians not share therein? (b) W ho herald forth  
th is call, and how do they compare to the rulers 
in  Jerem iah’s day?
10. W hat chain of events has led up to the 
present world situation?
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17 During the m illennium s th a t have fol- 
lowed, God has allowed men to experim ent 
with every imaginable form of hum an gov- 
ernm ent. W hether it endured for a few 
years or for hundreds of years, each kind 
of man-rule has failed m iserably to bring 
in true peace and security. W ar, crime, 
terror, and death have been the continu- 
ing lot of mankind under every type of 
hum an government. Throughout history, 
“man has dom inated m an to his in ju ry .” 
(Ecclesiastes 8:9) It is no different today. 
Anyone aware of the issue can now say, as 
did God’s prophet: “I well know, 0  Jeho- 
vah, th a t to earth ling m an his way does 
not belong. It does not belong to m an who 
is walking even to direct his s tep .”—Jer- 
emiah 10:23.

18 Now the tim e is a t hand to settle the 
issue once and for all. God-rule alone can 
bring true peace and security to mankind. 
However, it is not God-rule th a t the na- 
tions favor when they cry “Peace and se- 
curity!” They w ant to continue domi- 
nation according to the ir own prideful 
ideologies. But time has run  out! The na- 
tions sense th a t som ething drastic m ust 
be done. Otherwise, all will be lost in some 
nuclear holocaust. So they will do w hat 
Jerem iah foretold: “They try  to heal the 
breakdown of my people lightly, saying, 
T here  is peace! There is peace!’ when 
there is no peace.” But it will be in vain! 
—Jerem iah 6:14; 8:11, 15.

The Prophesied End
19 “Sudden destruction . . . in s tan tly ,” 

says the apostle Paul. God’s prophet Isa- 
iah adds: “Look! Their very heroes have 
cried out in the street; the very messen- 
gers of peace will weep b itte rly .” (Isaiah

17. W hat record has m an-rule m ade, and w hat 
does th is prove?
18. W hy is the n ation s’ cry of “Peace and secu- 
rity!” in vain?
19. How will “Jehovah’s day” break forth?

for universal peace. He also called upon 
the  w orld’s fa ith s  to m eet for prayer 
a t Assisi, Italy, during the In ternation- 
al Year of Peace. The Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, head of the Church of England, 
and Buddhist groups warmly welcomed 
th is inv ita tion . The W orld Council of 
Churches issued a declaration on the In- 
ternational Year of Peace, urging th a t nu- 
clear disarm am ent begin immediately.

14 However, in th is m a tte r of establish- 
ing “peace and security ,” w hat is the will 
of “the God who gives peace”? Does God’s 
prophetic W ord show th a t im perfect men 
and nations can bring peace and security 
to th is world? Far from it! “C ertain sue- 
cess” would depend on Jehovah’s handling 
m atters in harm ony w ith his righteous- 
ness and to his p ra ise .—Isaiah 55:11; 
61:11.

Impending “Sudden Destruction”
15 The apostle Paul tells us w hat is about 

to happen. He says: “W henever it is th a t 
they are saying: ‘Peace and security!’ then 
sudden destruction is to be in stan tly  upon 
them  ju st as the pang of d istress upon 
a pregnant woman; and they will by no 
means escape.”— 1 Thessalonians 5:3.

16At first reading, those words may 
seem shocking. B ut the  Bible clarifies 
m atters. The ways of the nations today 
are not God’s ways. (Isaiah 55:8, 9) His 
reason for perm itting  the various forms of 
m an-rule to continue is to answ er an issue 
th a t the wily Serpent, Satan  the Devil, 
raised some 6,000 years ago. W hen Satan 
persuaded our first paren ts to choose in- 
dependence from God, he disputed wheth- 
er m ankind really needs God-rule.—Gene- 
sis 3:4, 5.

14. How only m ay a project for peace succeed?
15. W hat sta r tlin g  announcem ent does Paul 
next make?
16. W hy are the w ays of the nations not God’s 
ways?
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dom. She commits spiritual harlo try  by 
getting  involved in politics. Religion’s 
linking up w ith the UN in the world’s 
campaign for peace and security  is an 
example of this. She would also like to 
have peace and security from God’s judg- 
m ent message proclaimed by Jehovah’s 
W itnesses. To th is end, she has influenced 
some governm ents to ban the C hristian  
activity of the W itnesses.—Psalm 2:1-3.

21 How will “Jehovah’s day” break forth? 
In this darkest n ight of hum an history, it 
will indeed come “as a th ief”! T hat will be 
when God maneuvers nations of the  UN 
beast to tu rn  suddenly on false religion. 
Displaying the ir underlying hatred  for 
Babylon the Great, they will expose her 
for what she is and u tterly  devastate her. 
So swiftly will this execution come th a t 
former political param ours will exclaim: 
“Too bad, too bad, you great city, Babylon 
you strong city, because in one hour your 
judgm ent has arrived!” B ut the nations 
and the ir armies will also a ttack  God’s 
people. Then, the King of kings, Jesus 
Christ, will destroy all those enemies and 
abyss the arch-opposer, Satan  the Devil. 
—Revelation 17:16, 17; 18:10; 19:11-21; 
20:1-3; compare Ezekiel 38:11, 16, 18-23.

22 At last, true  peace and security will 
flourish under God’s Kingdom! (Psalm  72: 
1, 7; Isaiah 9:6, 7) Happily, many today 
who ‘stay awake and keep the ir senses’ 
will live to see it. (1 Thessalonians 5:4-6) 
“A great crowd . . .  out of all n a tions,” who 
exercise faith  in Jehovah’s ransom  provi- 
sion through Christ, will be saved out of 
“the great tribu lation” to enjoy eternal 
peace from God. (Revelation 7:9-17; 21: 
3, 4) May you be one of them!

21. (a) W hat action marks the start o f “Jeho- 
vah’s day”? (b) To what finale does the “day” 
next proceed?22. (a) W hat grand prospect do believing hu- 
m ans have today? (b) How m ay you come to 
enjoy peace from God?

33:7) In m any places, the Bible shows th a t 
Jehovah’s execution of judgm ent upon 
wicked nations and men will come swift- 
ly, unexpectedly—tru ly  “as a th ief in the 
n ig h t.” (1 Thessalonians 5:2, 3; Jerem i- 
ah 25:32, 33; Zephaniah 1:14-18; 2 Peter 
3:10) A t a tim e when the world is loudly 
proclaim ing th a t it has reached some pla- 
teau  of peace and security, “Jehovah’s 
day” will break fo rth  w ith frightening 
suddenness. God’s people will have recog- 
nized th a t cry of “Peace and security!” for 
w hat it is and will be safe in Jehovah’s 
provided refuge.—Psalm  37:39, 40; 46: 
1, 2; Joel 3:16.

20 In  God’s W ord, the  course of the 
League of N ations and its  successor, the 
U nited N ations, is likened to th a t of “a 
scarlet-colored wild beast” having seven 
heads (rep re sen tin g  the  world powers 
from which it  originates) and ten  horns 
(standing  for the governm ental powers 
th a t now support it). The Bible shows it to 
be a political “beast,” comparable to the 
B ritish  “lion” and the Russian “bear.” 
Upon its  back there rides a woman, “Bab- 
ylon the G reat, the m other of the harlots 
and of the d isgusting th ings of the earth .” 
(Revelation 17:3-8) This well expresses Je- 
hovah’s view of false religion, which does 
not rep resen t him  and his righteous King-

20. (a) The U N  is w hat kind of “beast”? (b) How 
does Jehovah view  false religion, and why?

How Would You Answer?
□ Why are ‘times and seasons’ 
important to God and to us?
□ How should we regard the 
approach of “Jehovah’s day”?
□ Who share in the cry of
1 Thessalonians 5:3, and when?
□ What momentous events are 
triggered by that cry?
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K ingdom  P rocla im ers R epo rt
Are You Grateful for the Public Ministry?

plishment, called the brother to 
witness this feat.

A week later, the same woman 
headed another group and was 
happy to point this out to the 
brother. He remarked, however, 
that there were only about half 
as many as the week before. By 
the fourth Saturday the group 
had dwindled to 20, and on the 
fifth Saturday the woman was 
alone. Humbly she came to the 
brother and admitted: Only Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses have the 
truth, since only they can keep 
going in the witness work week 
after week.”

The special pioneer offered 
the woman a Bible study that 
would show her why the Wit- 
nesses can continue to preach 
from house to house and why 
others cannot. The woman ac- 
cepted. She and her husband 
started to study and made good 
progress. Both of them are now 
associating with Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses, zealously proclaiming 
the Kingdom publicly and from 
house to house!

The house-to-house and oth- 
er methods of public ministering 
are a wonderful and loving pro- 
vision that Jehovah has ar- 
ranged for searching out those 
of honest heart and helping 
them to learn of his require- 
ments for life. Accordingly, Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses gladly share 
in this and other features of their 
sacred service to God. Their at- 
titude is similar to that of the 
apostle Paul, who said: “I am 
grateful to Christ Jesus our 
Lord, who imparted power to 
me, because he considered me 
faithful by assigning me to a 
ministry.”— 1 Timothy 1:12.

house ministry of Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses. This came about when 
a special pioneer met a staunch 
Protestant woman. During the 
conversation, the brother pointed 
out that only Jehovah’s Witness- 
es preach from house to house as 
the Bible outlines. The woman re- 
plied that members of her church 
could go from house to house and 
had done so on occasion. Sure 
enough, the next Saturday, the 
Witness met a group going from 
house to house, directed by this 
woman. There were about a hun- 
dred in the group. The woman, 
being quite proud of this accom-

THE house-to-house ministry 
is Scriptural, and Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses are known the world 
over for this feature of their pub- 
lie service. (Acts 20:20, 21) Je- 
sus told his followers: “You will 
receive power when the holy 
spirit arrives upon you, and you 
will be witnesses of me both in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria and to the most distant 
part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 
Acts 5:42 shows that those ear- 
ly Christians went “from house 
to house” without letup.

In Haiti there was a confron- 
tation regarding the house-to-
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“L ove Your N eigh b or”
What Is the Most Practical Way?

up some 42 percent of the organizations’ 
total income.

When television officials checked the sav- 
ings accounts of six “adopted children” in 
Bolivia, they discovered th a t only 6 to 
15 percent of the total am ount of contribu- 
tions made by their “adoptive p aren ts” in 
the Federal Republic of Germany had been 
credited to the children’s bank accounts. A 
spokeswoman for the organization denied 
charges of fraud, however, explaining th a t 
prospective donors are clearly told th a t the 
children will get only about one th ird  of 
their “paren t’s” contributions. The rest, 
after caring for adm inistrative costs, re- 
portedly would be used for educational and 
medical purposes.

Of course, examples of misused charity  
are not unknown. This is true  of relief 
measures in connection w ith recent fam- 
ines in Africa. In Ethiopia, political prob- 
lems prevented much of the food from 
reaching those in need, and in some in- 
stances food donations were reportedly 
sold—at excessive p rices—ra th e r  th a n  
distributed free of charge.

Carl Bakal’s publication Charity U.S.A. 
cautions: “W here the cause is noble, how 
the money is spent is never questioned. I 
don’t  w ant people to stop giving. I ju st 
thought questions should be answered be- 
cause they were giving so blindly.” Ob- 
viously, giving blindly is unwise and can 
hardly be considered practical.

Following the Example Set by Jesus
These facts are regrettable, of course, 

but would they justify refusing to support

WHEN you see fellow hum ans in dire 
need, w hat do you feel? W hat does 

a picture of starv ing  children, for exam- 
pie, make you w ant to do? Ί  feel p ity ,’ you 
will say, ‘and I w ant to help.’ The vast 
sum s of money annually contributed to 
charitable organizations and relief agen- 
cies indicate th a t m any people evidently 
feel the  same way.

Perform ing such good works for the 
benefit of people in need is commendable, 
especially in view of Jesu s’ instruction to 
love our neighbor as ourselves. (M atthew 
19:19) M any sincere people believe tha t 
the m ost practical way of showing their 
neighbor love is by building and support- 
ing hospitals and schools, by contributing 
to good causes, and by engaging in various 
forms of social work. ‘That is what Chris- 
tian ity  is all about,’ they may say, perhaps 
adding, if speaking to Jehovah’s W itness- 
es, ‘certainly more practical than  spend- 
ing your tim e and energy preaching from 
house to house about religion as you peo- 
pie do.’

B ut is it? J u s t how can we love our 
neighbor in  the m ost practical way and to 
his g rea test long-term  benefit?

What Does Your Money Accomplish?
Prospective donors to w orthy causes 

have reason to ask: ‘Ju s t how much of my 
contribution will directly benefit the peo- 
pie it is designed to help?’ A 1978 investi- 
gation of 15 leading charitable organiza- 
tions in the Federal Republic of Germany, 
for example, revealed th a t a t th a t time 
adm inistrative and distribu tion  costs ate
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physical way, his chief 
in te rest was in offering 
them  the sp iritual help 
th e ir religious leaders 
had failed to provide. 
(See M atthew , chap- 
te r  23.) Jesus was “the 
fine s h e p h e r d ,” one 
w illin g  to  s u r re n d e r  
“his soul in behalf of 
the sheep.” (John 10: 
11) B ecause he gave 
th is  preaching activi- 
ty —not engaging in so- 
cial work or building 
h o sp ita ls  or ru n n in g  
r e l ie f  a g e n c ie s — to p  
priority  in life, he was 
la ter able to tell Pilate: 
“For th is  I have been 
bo rn , and  fo r th is  I 

have come into the world, th a t I should 
bear w itness to the tru th .”—John 18:37.

Although Jesus bestowed upon his apos- 
ties the ability to perform miraculous good 
works of healing, he made no m ention of 
this when issuing his final instructions to 
them before ascending into heaven. In- 
stead, he commanded: “Go therefore and 
make disciples of people of all the nations, 
baptizing then! in the nam e of the Father 
and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 
teaching them  to observe all the  th ings I 
have commanded you.” Obviously, then, 
the more im portant work was to “make 
disciples . . . baptizing them  . . . teaching 
them .”—M atthew 28:19, 20.

Why Preaching Is So Practical
Preaching is practical because it helps 

people apply Bible principles. This in tu rn  
helps them  avoid problems th a t m ight 
bring them  in to  need. A pplying Bible 
principles dealing w ith work and our a tti-  
tude toward m aterial th ings, for example,

such w orthy causes? A fter all, did not 
Jesus heal the sick and miraculously feed 
the hungry, thereby se tting  a pa tte rn  for 
C hristians today?

It is tru e  th a t Jesus was moved with 
pity when he saw people in  need. Eight 
Bible tex ts  m ention th is. Two refer to the 
people’s need for food (M atthew 15:32; 
M ark 8:2), th ree to the ir need for physi- 
cal healing (M atthew  14:14; 20:34; Mark 
1:41), and one to th e ir need for comfort 
upon the death of loved ones. (Luke 7:13) 
But the other two tex ts  refer to an even 
greater need. M atthew  9:36 says: “On see- 
ing the crowds he felt pity for them , be- 
cause they were skinned and throw n about 
like sheep w ithout a shepherd.” And Mark 
6:34 reports: “He saw a g rea t crowd, but 
he was moved w ith pity for them , because 
they were as sheep w ithout a shepherd. 
And he s ta r te d  to  teach  them  m any 
th in g s.”

In fact, even though pity for the people 
prom pted Jesus to care for them  in a
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stomachs of some poor people w ith literal 
food, but they have left the ir m inds and 
hearts hungering for words of tru th . (See 
Amos 8:11.) They may have donated mon- 
ey to help the needy of the nations, bu t 
they have not declared “to the nations the 
good news about the unfathom able riches 
of the C hrist” or about God's Kingdom 
government. (Ephesians 3:8) Their mis- 
sionaries may have helped undeveloped 
nations to become more proficient in the 
use of the plow, but they have not in- 
duced them  “to beat the ir swords into 
plowshares and the ir spears into pruning  
shears.”—Isaiah 2:4.

Be Balanced in Loving Your Neighbor
Rightfully placing prim ary  em phasis 

upon spiritual help, of course, does not 
excuse us from offering physical help—ei- 
ther to individuals or to groups—when it 
is necessary and when we are in a position 
to do so. We should w ant to follow the 
example set by early C hristians. (See Acts 
In tim (.־11:2730 es of real need or disas- 
ter, we should be quick to follow P au l’s 
advice to “work what is good tow ard all, 
but especially toward those related to us 
in the fa ith .” (Galatians 6:10) To ensure 
accomplishing the g reatest good, Jeho- 
vah’s W itnesses generally do th is on a 
personal basis. And since W itnesses who 
help out in such relief actions serve w ith- 
out pay, adm inistration costs are elimi- 
nated.

But while helping others in a physical 
way, C hristians never w ant to lose sight 
of their prim ary obligation, preaching the 
good news of God’s established Kingdom. 
That Kingdom will soon rid the world of 
all sickness, poverty, and need. How grati- 
fying to be able to assist people to gain life 
in a world where the word “p ity” will no 
longer need to be used. Could you possibly 
love your neighbor in a way more practical 
than tha t?

can help prevent poverty. (Proverbs 10:4; 
Ephesians 4:28; 1 Timothy 6:6-8) Or fol- 
lowing the Bible’s advice on the use of 
drugs and observing its  moral standard 
can improve our health  and ensure a hap- 
pier family life.

Take the example of a 35-year-old Yu- 
goslavian, living in the Federal Republic 
of Germany, who adm its: “At the age of 18 
or 19 I was already becoming an alcoholic. 
At 20 I was drinking a liter of schnapps 
and a t least a case of beer [20 bottles] a 
day. Three tim es I was hospitalized as 
a ttem pts were made to cure me of my 
habit, but the doctors were unable to help. 
A lthough I earned DM1,300 a month, I 
brought scarcely any of it home for my 
fam ily.” I t was w hat Jehovah’s W itnesses 
told him  during the ir preaching work th a t 
developed in him  a desire to have a better 
relationship  w ith his Creator. “By means 
of p rayer,” he continues, “I was able to 
achieve w hat the doctors could no t.” We 
can im agine the positive effect this has 
had upon his family life.

To be sure, preaching will not solve 
every problem. Yet it is practical because 
it  offers hope. U nder God’s Kingdom every 
problem will be solved. Jesus will then 
perform  miracles of a physical nature for 
everyone alive, not for just a few. Rather 
th an  offering tem porary relief, the bene- 
fits will be lasting, in fact, everlasting. 
(See John 17:3.) So teaching people to 
exercise faith  in Jesu s’ ransom  sacrifice 
and its  provisions will accomplish the 
m ost good in the long run.

Many religious organizations in Chris- 
tendom  point w ith pride to the ir “good 
w orks” of caring for the sick, the needy, 
and the unfortunate. B ut they would do 
b e tte r to place more em phasis on offering 
spiritual help, even as Jesus did. Like the 
religious leaders of the first century, they 
have failed to carry out the more impor- 
ta n t commission. They may have filled the
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Sardinia, and elsewhere in Tunisia. At one time, 
all had been Phoenician colonies. In the 
Carthaginian burial ground, the researchers 
found numerous stone markers inscribed with 
figures of the goddess Tanit, who has been 
identified with the Canaanite goddess 
Ashtoreth, or Astarte, the wife of Baal. 
Underneath the markers are found earthen 
urns, some brightly decorated, that contain the 
charred bones of the sacrificial victims.

As an indication of the extent of the practice, 
the report says: “Using the density of urns in 
our excavated area as a standard, we estimate 
that as many as 20,000 urns may have been 
deposited there between 400 and 200 B.C.”
This enormous number is made all the more 
shocking when one bears in mind that in its 
heyday the population of Carthage, according 
to the article, was only about 250,000.

Inscriptions on the stone markers show that 
children were sacrificed to fulfill vows their 
parents made to Baal or Tanit in exchange for 
favors. Ranks and titles on the markers indicate 
that the practice was particularly popular with 
the upper class, evidently to invoke the blessing 
of the gods on their efforts to achieve and 
maintain their wealth and influence. Some of the 
urns were found to contain the remains of two 
or three children, possibly of the same family, 
judging from the age differences.

If the practice of the Phoenicians is shocking, 
then remember that “Manasseh kept seducing 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to do 
worse than the nations that Jehovah had 
annihilated from before the sons of Israel.”
(2 Chronicles 33:9) It was no exaggeration 
when Jehovah said: “They have filled this place 
with the blood of the innocent ones.” (Jeremiah 
19:4) Appropriately, the Review article 
observes: “The growing body of archaeological 
and epigraphic evidence, provided by the 
Carthaginians themselves, strongly suggests 
that the classical and Biblical writers knew 
what they were talking about ”

Thus, as Jehovah “annihilated” the idolatrous 
Canaanite “nations,” he did not spare the 
unfaithful Israelites. They received their just 
due at the hands of the Babylonians in 
607 B.C.E. Likewise, he will have an accounting 
with those today who, directly or indirectly, 
share in shedding the blood of millions upon 
millions through such abominable practices as 
war, murder, and abortion.— Revelation 19:

11־15.

C h ild  S a c r if ic e
— Why So Detestable?

“And they have built the high places of 
Topheth, which is in the valley of the son of 
Hinnom, in order to burn their sons and their 
daughters in the fire, a thing that I had not 
commanded and that had not come up into 
my heart”— Jeremiah 7:31.

IN THE days of the Judean kings Ahaz and 
Manasseh, the nation of Israel fell into the 

snare of the degraded worship of neighbor 
nations. This included sacrificing their children to 
Molech. (2 Chronicles 28:3; 33:6, 9) Even 
though King Josiah later abolished many of “the 
detestable” practices, “Jehovah did not turn back 
from the great burning of his anger, with which 
his anger burned against Judah over all the 
offensive things with which Manasseh had made 
them offend.” (2 Kings 23:10, 26) Why? What 
made the transgression so “offensive” that it 
could not be forgiven?

“Child-sacrifice was a prominent feature of 
the worship of the Phenician Malik- 
Baal-Kronos,” says the Funk and Wagnalls 
Jewish Encyclopedia. The Phoenicians originally 
occupied the northern coastal regions of 
Canaan. Being a seafaring people, they 
established colonies throughout the 
Mediterranean, and wherever they went they 
took with them their detestable ritual of child 
sacrifice. A recent archaeological find at the 
ancient Phoenician city of Carthage (now a 
suburb of Tunis in Tunisia, North Africa) has 
shed some light on the depth of depravity of this 
practice.

The site was first discovered in 1921. But 
starting in the 1970’s, intensive excavation was 
done because of the expansion of the modern 
city toward the area. The dig turned out to be a 
huge burial ground for the remains of sacrificed 
children. The journal Biblical Archaeology Review 
reports:

“Here, from the eighth century B.C. until the 
second century B.C., mothers and fathers of 
Carthage buried the bones of their children 
sacrificed to the god Ba’al Hammon and to the 
goddess Tanit. By the fourth century B.C. the 
Tophet [from Biblical Topheth] may have been 
as large as 64,800 square feet (6,000 square 
meters), with nine levels of burials.”

Similar sites have been discovered in Sicily, in
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Trail Without End
As told by Eva Carol Abbott

people, and she was search- 
ing for the ir trail.

W hen I was three, my 
parents moved to a farm  in 
Kansas near the small town 
of Kiowa. P a rt of the trip  
was made in a wagon, the 
top of which fa ther had cov- 
ered with canvas. I became 
ill w ith w hat was called the 
grippe, and I recall lying on 
a pallet on the floor of the 
w agon, n ice  and  w arm , 
watching the coal-oil lan- 

te rn  swinging back and forth  from the 
canvas canopy overhead. My m other was 
rubbing me with a combination of lard, 
turpentine, and coal oil. I still rem em ber 
how good it felt and the coziness and love 
th a t went with it.

Trail’s Beginning
Included in my childhood memories is 

our moving to Alva, Oklahoma. M other 
was still searching for the path leading 
to “God’s people.” One day M other found 
some Bible trac ts  on our porch. Soon after 
th a t my father was approached in a store 
where he worked by a colporteur (full-tim e 
m inister), who showed him one of the 
volumes of Studies in the Scriptures by 
C. T. Russell, the first president of the 
W atch Tower Society. Although F ather 
purchased the book, it was M other who 
read it and recognized the message to be 
from the same source as the trac ts  left on 
the porch.

Father was invited by the colporteur to a 
Bible-study meeting th a t evening. He did 
not elect to go, but Mother did, taking me

1WAS born in 1908, in 
the m onth of December 

and  on th e  21st day, to 
G race P earl and W illiam  
Reuben Vaughan. A farm  
n e a r  E m p o r ia , K a n s a s ,
U.S.A., was the place. From 
Em poria we moved to the 
prairies of Colorado, where 
life was difficult and lonely.
We had a barn, a windmill, 
and a house th a t my m other 
described to me as resem- 
bling a railroad car. There 
was a very large kitchen and another large 
room com bining a living room and a bed- 
room.

Some of the very few neighbors, though, 
lived in dugouts. These dwellings were 
half above the ground and half below. 
D uring parts  of the long w inter, the ir huts 
would be completely blanketed w ith snow. 
On such occasions my parents received 
phone calls from these snowbound neigh- 
bors (poor as they were, they had tele- 
phones) inquiring the tim e, and after be- 
ing told, the next question was, ‘Do you 
m ean n igh t or day?’

Several tim es a year the homesteaders, 
as we were called, would go to the forest 
for days a t a tim e to cut posts. The posts 
would be piled high on wagons pulled by a 
stu rdy  team  of horses and taken to town 
to be exchanged for food, w inter provi- 
sions, and sum m er seed for the planting 
of crops. D uring these periods Mother 
would be alone w ith me, and through the 
long evenings she would burn  the mid- 
n igh t oil reading and rereading her Bible. 
She believed very strongly th a t God had a
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for a petition to the U.S. governm ent to 
release B rother Rutherford and his seven 
associates from the A tlanta, Georgia, pen- 
iten tiary  where they had been unjustly 
imprisoned. But som ething else happened 
th a t forced us to move.

The war ended, and the flu epidemic 
raged. The flu left my m other physically 
depleted. The doctor advised F ather to 
move her to southern California where the 
climate would be better. We arrived in Los 
Angeles and settled in Alhambra, one of 
the city’s environs. There I faced the big- 
gest decision of my life.

In 1924 my girlfriend and I boarded the 
tra in  to Los Angeles to a ttend  the funeral 
of a C hristian sister whom we admired. 
On the re tu rn  trip , we discussed the sub- 
ject of consecration (now known as dedi- 
cation). I began to th ink  seriously about 
my own life and discussed th is w ith Moth- 
er. This resulted in my researching the 
subject by using the Watch Tower re- 
prin ts, reading everything on consecra- 
tion back to the year 1908. Soon afte r th a t 
I dedicated my life to Jehovah, and in 
October 1925 I was baptized.

Partners on the Trail
One day in 1927, I was told th a t there 

was a brother named H erbert Abbott who 
wanted to meet me. I was startled , as I did 
not even know who he was. B ut it did not 
take me long to find out. Knowing th a t I 
was 18 and had been consecrated for two 
years pleased him. We were introduced, 
courted for three m onths, and m arried in 
July 1927.

H erbert and I bought a house in  the 
beautiful hills of Pasadena. One day in the 
spring of 1928, I brought in the mail, 
which included inform ation regarding pio- 
neer service. In the evening when H erbert 
came home from work, I proposed the idea 
th a t we sell our home and en ter full-tim e 
pioneer service. He said th a t if I was

along. I can barely remember attending 
th is meeting, but the details I heard many 
tim es from my mother. There were some 10 
or 12 in attendance, and the question was 
asked, “How do we die?” A sister in at- 
tendance answered, “As the brute beast.” 
M other was shocked. She in te rru p ted : 
“Pardon me, but do I understand you to 
believe th a t we die as the bru te beast?” The 
brother conducting the m eeting answered: 
“Will you tu rn  to Ecclesiastes 3:19-21 and 
read it for yourself?”

“They let me break up th a t whole meet- 
ing w ith my questions one afte r the other, 
and they devoted the whole evening to 
answ ering th em ,” M other would relish 
telling me. I rem em ber M other being very 
excited on re tu rn in g  home. Surely she had 
found God’s people and the course of life 
she w anted to follow. Here was the tra il’s 
beginning!

This was 1913. Soon there  was the 
showing of the W atch Tower Society’s 
motion picture and slide show, “Photo- 
Drama of C reation.” M other was so happy 
to be one of the a tten d an ts  during its 
showing in the town theater. Those years 
in Alva were heartw arm ing to Mother. I 
would say to her, “Mama, you smile now, 
and you d idn’t  use to very m uch.”

By now M other had taken  a firm stand 
for the tru th . This was during the time 
when it was believed by some Bible Stu- 
dents th a t they would be taken to heaven 
just “any day now,” so a life of ease soon 
to take place was envisioned by them. But 
not so w ith M other. She was not con- 
sumed w ith im m ediate heavenly expecta- 
tions. M other was ‘too busy,’ as she said, 
‘learning, studying, going to the meet- 
ings, and sharing  in the preaching of the 
good news of the Kingdom .’

Soon W orld W ar I was in full swing, 
and th is brought persecution from the 
townspeople. I rem em ber accompanying 
M other from door to door getting  signers
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Trails and Trailers
Again we made plans for pioneering. 

The following M arch we purchased  a 
canvas-covered tra iler with a folding top 
and traded our seven-passenger Studebak- 
er for a Model A Ford to pull the tra ile r. 
Thus began our 25 years of tra ils  and 
trailers.

The small tra ile r w ith which we so hap- 
pily rolled down the road lasted us for 
over eight years. The clear floor area was 
4 x 5  feet (1.2 x 1.5 m), and the cook- 
ing space was a board 11 x 12 inches 
(28 x 30 cm) th a t pulled out. There were 
two good beds, a tw o-burner gasoline 
stove, a pail for water, a gasoline lan tern , 
a coal-oil heater, a washtub, a washboard, 
a gasoline iron, and an ironing board. 
There was also a portable shelf above the 
stove, w ith a small cupboard where I kept 
our beautiful Haviland china, which had 
been a wedding present. One n igh t the 
bolts holding the shelf broke, and down 
came the shelf w ith one big crash. Down, 
too, came the gasoline la n te rn  upside 
down, with no harm  done except th a t our 
lovely dishes were in many pieces!

A few tim es we had to replace the can- 
vas top on the trailer. To do th is we would 
buy heavy canvas covers th a t were used by 
fru it growers to cover orange trees for 
fum igating. We would cut the canvas into 
strips and sew them  on w ith curved nee- 
dies un til the tra iler top was finally cov- 
ered.

Monday was clothes-washing day. We 
would wash and rinse the clothes in w ater 
carried from a creek, a river, or from the 
town-well and heated over an outside fire. 
We also had a small folding oven, which I 
would use to bake a cake for the coming 
week’s lunches. Now we were ready to 
meet the challenge of our te rrito ry .

In the 1930’s there was an exodus from 
the farm s to the cities. Sometimes we 
would follow a road w inding its  way for

willing to give up our cu rren t way of life, 
he could not say no.

W e received te rrito ry  in Charles City, 
Iowa, to be worked a fte r a ttending  the 
convention in D etroit, Michigan. By the 
sum m er our plans for pioneering were 
completed, bu t to our surprise I was preg- 
nan t. W hat were we to do? For us to 
change our plans now would be like say- 
ing: “W e know, Jehovah, th a t you could 
take care of the two of us bu t not th ree .”

A fter the  convention, H erbert and I 
w ent to our assignm ent in Charles City. 
B ut a t about my eighth m onth of pregnan- 
cy, i t  seemed wise to re tu rn  to Los An- 
geles. In  early January  of 1929, our beau- 
tifu l daughter Perousia Carol was born. 
Our joy w ith  her, though, lasted only nine 
m onths; in October she died.

Jehovah’s promise of a resurrection was 
upperm ost in our minds. However, death 
is an  enemy, and to see our tiny  daughter 
dead was devastating! The harsh  thought 
of our little  darling lying in the  cold earth  
was soothed by our knowledge of God’s 
Word. She was simply asleep; she would 
rem ain in Jehovah’s memory. (John 11: 
11-14, 23-25) Indeed, she has had a long 
sleep, bu t one day in the fu ture she will 
awaken and prove God’s W ord true. My 
desire continues th a t she may eternally 
bring  praise to Jehovah’s g reat name.

In Our Next Issue
■ The Global Power Struggle

— Who Will Win?

■ Do More Than Say: “Keep
Warm and Well Fed”

■ Praising Jehovah With Music
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For example, there was the tim e we faced 
mob violence in Corning, California. Four 
sisters and I w ent to the  aid of Aleck 
Bangle (now a m issionary in Jam aica) 
when he was being beaten. There were 
over a hundred onlookers on the street, all 
cheering for the persecutor. It is laughable 
now to recall my tak ing  off my high-heeled 
pump and h ittin g  the persecutor on the 
head as he bent over to deliver a heavy 
blow to our brother Aleck!

The May 29, 1940, issue of Consolation 
(now Awake!) had on the cover a picture 
of the th ird  American president, Thomas 
Jefferson, and the American flag. Since 
those were days of trouble and persecu- 
tion, I felt it would be good always to carry 
several of those issues in my magazine 
bag, in case we needed one. Sure enough, 
one Saturday while doing magazine stree t 
w itnessing, I approached two men on the 
corner. One, a very austere-looking man, 
said belligerently: “Well, young lady, if 
you had one w ith the Am erican flag on it, 
I would take it, bu t you Jehovah’s W it— ” 
Before he could say another word, my 
answer, of course, was: “Oh, Sir, I am so 
glad I have ju st the one you w an t,” and 
took th a t issue from my m agazine bag. He 
stopped jingling the change in his pocket, 
tu rned  red, stam m ered, and gave me the

miles across m ountains and canyons to- 
w ard a house, only to find the house aban- 
doned. To solve th is  problem, we used a 
pair of binoculars to determ ine if there 
were clothes on the line, if there was 
smoke coming from the chimney, or if 
perhaps cattle  were nearby. This saved us 
time and gas. Of course, we could not 
always see if there  was a house on the 
road, so we would ask the neighbors if the 
road led to a house.

One tim e we did not know what to do. 
There was a ranch 15 miles (24 km) across 
the  m ountains, bu t neighbors were not 
sure if anyone was a t home. Gas for the 
next day’s travel had to be considered. We 
were near a clear m ountain stream  about 
4 or 5 feet (1.2-1.5 m) wide, and Herb was 
th irsty . He got down on his knees for 
a d rink , w hen som eth ing  shim m ering 
caught his eye. He reached in and picked 
from the stream bed coins am ounting to 
several dollars. So, of course, we were no 
longer undecided and forged ahead. It was 
a long, hard  tr ip  and the rancher was not 
in terested , bu t we knew the te rrito ry  had 
been covered and the rancher had received 
a w itness.

Trail Experiences
Through the years, we had m any thrill- 

ing experiences, and am using ones too.
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m aster, the preacher. So w hat I could not 
deliver, the dog did!

In 1953, Mother, H erbert, and I settled  
in Sacram ento. Since H erbert’s health  
was giving him trouble, we both had to 
change the pa tte rn  of our lives. O ften I 
have thanked Jehovah for being blessed 
with my faithful m other and my loyal 
husband. Both are gone now, having re- 
ceived th e ir  heavenly rew ard . M other 
died in 1975; H erbert finished his earth ly  
course in September 1980, a t 82 years of 
age. The loneliness is still great, bu t when 
I reflect on the years of our service togeth- 
er, I am comforted. And I know there  will 
never be a tra il’s end, for Jehovah, by his 
Son Jesus Christ, is my Guide on the tra il 
extending throughout eternity .

con tribu tion—and I gave him the maga- 
zine!

I had ano ther am using tim e when we 
were d istribu ting  a special booklet to all 
the  clergy— The Kingdom, the Hope of the 
World. A t one house, a clergyman an- 
swered. He was not the least b it interested 
in  receiving it, but our instructions were 
to leave it a t the  door if a t all possible, so 
I p leasantly  said: “This is your copy, Sir, 
and I will ju s t lay it here for you.” I turned 
to leave, and as I was walking down the 
path, the  booklet came sailing past me and 
landed on the ground near a puddle. I 
picked it up, not w ishing to leave it there, 
bu t a t th a t mom ent a huge dog came 
growling a fte r me, snatched the booklet 
out of my hand, and raced back to his

Q uestions From  R eaders
■ How can a Christian distinguish between bribing (condemned in 
the Bible) and giving a “tip” or “gift” for a service rendered?

tians desiring God’s approval re- 
fuse to resort to bribery.—Com- 
pare Acts 24:26.

While men worldwide denounce 
and have laws against bribery, 
many people face the problem 
reflected in the above question. 
They know that it takes a “gift” or 
“tip” to get minor officials in their 
land to do their job or to do 
it fairly. For instance, The Wall 
Street Journal said about a land 
rife with inflation: “To obtain the 
extra cash needed to get by, gov- 
ernment workers resort to petty 
corruption. ‘You have to pay them 
to hand you any kind of form,’ 
says the head of a state agency. 
Meanwhile, immigration officials 
badger bewildered foreign tour- 
ists at the international airport for 
$20 to stamp their passports 
so the travelers don’t miss their 
planes.”

Recently, U.S.News & World 
Report commented on bureau-

violates his or her duty or the law 
in order to benefit the giver.” Thus 
it is bribery to give money (or a 
gift) to a judge to influence his 
decision and pervert justice. It is 
also bribery to offer money so as 
to circumvent the law, such as 
asking a building or automobile 
inspector to ignore a violation.

God condemns bribery, telling 
Israelite judges: “You must not 
pervert judgment. You must not 
be partial or accept a bribe, for 
the bribe blinds the eyes of wise 
ones and distorts the words of 
righteous ones.” (Deuteronomy 
16:19; compare Proverbs 17:23; 
Isaiah 1:23; 5:23; 1 Samuel 8: 
3-5.) Jehovah himself sets the 
standard, for with him “there is no 
unrighteousness or partiality or 
taking of a bribe.” (2 Chronicles 
19:7; Deuteronomy 10:17)Chris­

We need to appreciate that 
practices differ from area to area. 
Ways that are accepted in some 
lands would be offensive or im- 
proper elsewhere. For example, 
people in one country may bow 
before an official, but in another 
land that would be viewed as idol- 
atry* Similarly, a “tipping” prac- 
tice accepted in one land might 
be shocking or illegal in another. 
While bearing such differences in 
mind, all Christians should apply 
God’s counsel against bribery.

What is bribery, and what does 
the Bible say about it? The World 
Book Encyclopedia explains: 
“Bribery means giving or offering 
something of value to a person in 
a position of trust, who in return

* “Questions From Readers,” The 
W atchtow er of June 1, 1968.
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official. But what if a Christian 
actually had violated the law? In 
that case, how could he in good 
conscience offer a bribe to induce 
an officer to ignore the violation? 
The apostle Paul wrote that we 
should fear governmental superi- 
or authorities, who are empow- 
ered “to express wrath upon the 
one practicing what is bad.” (Ro- 
mans 13:3,4) Paul’s own position 
was: If he did wrong, he would 
accept the appropriate punish- 
ment. (Acts 25:10, 11) Thus, a 
Christian who violated a traffic 
law might have to pay a fine or 
fee, as directed by an officer or a 
judge.

Paul also said that govern- 
ments are ‘ministers to you for 
your good.׳ Despite the greed of 
some officials, governments do 
provide services for the public 
good. For instance, officials in- 
spect automobiles as to their 
roadworthiness, and they exam- 
ine whether buildings are in com- 
pliance with fire codes. Therefore, 
if a Christian felt that, within the 
law, he could “tip” an official who 
expected a “service fee,” it is evi- 
dent that this is quite different 
from bribing an inspector to ig- 
nore violations of the law.

In whatever land they live, 
Christians should exercise practi- 
cal wisdom in dealing with local 
situations. God’s servants should 
remember that those who ‘will be 
guests in God’s tent and reside in 
his holy mountain’ cannot resort 
to bribery. (Psalm 15:1, 5) With 
regard to giving “tips” to receive 
rightfully due services or to avoid 
unfair treatment by officials, a 
Christian must decide what his 
conscience permits and bear re- 
sponsibility for any resulting com- 
plications. He certainly should 
pursue a course that leaves him 
with a good conscience personal- 
ly and that does not sully the 
good name of Christianity or 
stumble observers.—2 Corinthi- 
ans 6:3.

have declined to give “tips” to ob- 
tain what the law entitles them to. 
Because they are known for this 
stand, they receive treatment that 
most people get only through a 
payment. (Proverbs 10:9) How- 
ever, each Christian must be 
guided by his Bible-educated 
conscience according to the local 
situation.

Love for neighbor is a factor 
to consider. (Matthew 22:39) It 
would be unloving to use a “gift” 
to get preferred treatment, such 
as being moved to the head of a 
line, bypassing those who were 
waiting. Jesus counseled us to 
treat others as we want to be 
treated. (Matthew 7:12) Some 
Christians may feel that as their 
turn in line comes, they can com- 
ply with the practice of the land to 
give a “gift” to get an official to do 
what his job requires. Of course, 
in lands where such “gifts” are not 
customary or they are shocking 
to public sensibilities, the loving 
Christian will act in a way that 
does not stumble others.—1 Co- 
rinthians 10:31-33.

Another factor is obedience to 
law. Jesus urged: “Pay back Cae- 
sar’s things to Caesar, but God’s 
things to God.”* (Mark 12:17; see 
also Matthew 17:24-27.) It is one 
thing if a Christian who has not 
broken the law is expected to “tip” 
a government employee or other

* Elders in the Christian congrega- 
tion are responsible to handle viola- 
tions of divine law, such as stealing, 
murder, and immorality. But God did 
not require congregation elders to en- 
force Caesar’s laws and codes. Hence, 
Paul did not feel compelled to turn 
over to Roman authorities Onesimus, 
who was a fugitive under Roman law. 
(Philemon 10, 15) Of course, if some- 
one flagrantly violates secular law, 
gaining the reputation of being a law- 
breaker, he would not be a good ex- 
ample and might even be disfellow- 
shipped. (1 Timothy 3:2, 7, 10) If 
lawbreaking was involved in causing 
another’s death, bloodguilt requiring 
congregation investigation might re- 
suit.

cratic delays and resulting pay- 
offs that are common around the 
world. For instance, it said: “An 
Indian these days must slip mon- 
ey to an official on the side to 
enroll a child in school, to gain 
admittance to a hospital, even to 
secure reservations on a train.” 
Other illustrations of this include:

—A tradesman needs a permit 
before he can work. He pays the 
official fee at the government of- 
fice, yet everyone knows that 
without a “gift” his papers will be 
kept on the bottom of the pile. 
While he is not asking to be put 
ahead of others, if he gives the 
normal “tip,” his paper will be 
properly handled.

— In a certain land, people 
know that traffic officers get low 
pay and are expected to add to it 
with “gifts for refreshments.” An 
officer stops a driver and says 
that a law was broken, so the man 
must pay a fine. When the driver 
protests that he broke no law, the 
officer warns that if the matter 
goes to court, he will charge the 
man also with assaulting an of- 
ficer. Thus, many simply pay the 
“fine,” viewing it as unofficial tax- 
ation. Others refuse, being willing 
to take the consequences.

—A municipality is supposed 
to provide garbage collection. But 
it is normal for a householder to 
give the garbagemen a “gift.” If 
someone does not, his trash is 
“forgotten,” and he is liable to be 
fined for unsanitary conditions.

Such problems show that many 
in authority use their government 
post for unjust profit. (Eccle- 
siastes 8:9) Christians long for 
God’s righteous new system, but 
until then they must cope with the 
present system. (2 Peter 3:13) 
This may mean recognizing local 
situations wherein public ser- 
vants expect gifts for performing 
their job. Even in lands where 
such is normal, many of Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses who deal with 
inspectors and customs officials
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His Teacher Wanted One
That is what a youth reported when he took the publication Life—How 

Did It Get Here? By Evolution or by Creation? to school. He explains:
“I went to school with my new book. I told my teacher that I wanted to 

share the book with the class. So he looked through it and liked it so much 
that he stopped the class from the work they were doing and shared it 
with them. The next day he asked me if he could have one. And that 
afternoon, after school, I placed it with him. He really likes it.”
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