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THE PURPOSE OF “THE WATCHTOWER” is 
to exalt Jehovah God as the Sovereign of the 
universe. It keeps watch on world events as 
they fulfill Bible prophecy. It comforts all peo- 
pies with the good news that God’s Kingdom 
will soon destroy those who oppress their 
fellowmen and that it will turn the earth into a 
paradise. It encourages faith in the now- 
reigning King, Jesus Christ, whose shed blood 
opens the way for mankind to gain eternal life. 
“The Watchtower,” published by Jehovah’s 
Witnesses continuously since 1879, is nonpo- 
litical. It adheres to the Bible as its authority.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

September 21: Happy Are Those Who Use Power 
Aright! Page 8. Songs to Be Used: 1, 100.

September 28: Guard Against Misusing Power. 
Page 13. Songs to Be Used: 62, 174.



ABUSE OF 
POWER

Will It Ever End?
from personal experience and observation 
th a t there has been abuse of power in all 
parts of the world. H istory is filled w ith 
the records of men who abused power 
to the ir own aggrandizem ent and to the 
harm  of the ir fellowman. Think, for exam- 
pie, of Alexander the Great, Charlemagne, 
Napoleon, and Hitler.

When Did It Start?
You have good reason to ask, though, 

when did all this abuse of power begin? A 
reliable answer is available in the book of 
m an’s earliest history, which is the Bible. 
There you can read about events in the 
garden of Eden. Satan the Devil, whom 
the Bible shows to be a real creature, 
hungered  for power. He tem p ted  th e  
human race to s ta r t out on the road of 
sin. One m anifestation of sin is m an’s 
widespread lust for power, to abuse it.

AMONG the ways in which im perfect 
people betray how selfish they are 

is in the ir craving for power. The well- 
know n B rit ish  w r ite r  M alcolm  M ug- 
geridge pointed out th a t people love power 
“because [they] have not realized th a t the 
basis of hum an life is love . . . But basi- 
cally the urge for power is a very danger- 
ous one. I t ’s one th a t Jesus Christ de- 
d ined  to have.”

Because of the prevalence of th is crav- 
ing for power, together w ith the havoc it 
can cause, the Founding Fathers of the 
U nited S tates devised a constitu tion th a t 
divided governm ental powers into three 
parts: executive, legislative, and judicial. 
These parts  were to provide checks so th a t 
there would be no abuse of power.

In spite of the Founders’ noble inten- 
tions, there  has been widespread abuse of 
power in th a t land. But you may know
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with Christ Jesus will also be persecuted.״ 
(2 Timothy 3:12) The record of Jehovah’s 
W itnesses in modern tim es bears th is out. 
Even now, in some 40 lands these Chris- 
tians feel the abuse of power in th a t the ir 
m inistry  is being hindered by the author- 
ities.

And how many other abuses of power 
there are! Look wherever we will, we see 
people groaning because of it. Abuse on 
the part of employers spawned the labor 
movement. But today it is apparent th a t 
some leaders in organized labor are also 
guilty of abusing power. M inority ethnic 
groups suffer from abuse of power by the 
majority. A nother form of abuse is th a t by 
men in m anagem ent positions taking lib- 
erties w ith women employees, who may 
feel pressured to subm it out of fear of 
losing the ir jobs. For example, one aspir- 
ing ballerina was offered a leading pa rt in 
a ballet production if she would go to  bed 
with the producer.

Yes, the world is filled w ith people who 
misuse the ir power. All who selfishly do so 
evidence th a t they do not have the fear of 
God. Why is th a t true? Because, as God’s 
Word says, “The fear of Jehovah means 
the hating of bad.” (Proverbs 8:13; Psalm  
97:10) To abuse or misuse power is indeed 
something bad, but such abuse will not 
always exist.

(Genesis 3:1-19; Romans 5:12) Satan long 
ago caused the nations to come under his 
control, so th a t he was able to offer ruler- 
ship over them  to Jesus Christ. (M atthew 
4:8-10) The Devil has deceived almost all 
men, so th a t it can be said th a t “the whole 
world is lying in the power of the wicked 
one.”— 1 John 5:19; Revelation 12:9.

Here is a thought th a t may startle  you: 
Forem ost am ong those who have served 
the Devil’s purpose have been many reli- 
gious leaders. How is th a t so? Well, they 
have abused th e ir  power by teaching 
false doctrines, thereby enslaving people. 
False religious leaders have also abused 
th e ir  power by persecuting God’s true 
servan ts . S tephen, the  first C hristian  
m arty r, pointed to the sorry record of 
Israe l’s religious leaders: “O bstinate men 
and uncircum cised in hearts  and ears . . . 
W hich one of the prophets did your fore- 
fa thers  no t persecute? Yes, they killed 
those who made announcem ent in ad- 
vance concerning the coming of the righ- 
teous One, whose betrayers and mur- 
derers you have now become.”—Acts 7: 
51, 52.

Stephen was one of the first of the long 
line of faithful C hristians who have been 
persecuted. The apostle Paul’s words have 
indeed proved true: “All those desiring 
to live w ith godly devotion in association
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Why Abuse of Power 
Is Certain to End

cause the pride of the presum ptuous ones 
to cease, and the haughtiness of the ty- 
ran ts  [abusers of power] I shall abase.” 
—Isaiah 13:11.

But it has been centuries since those 
words were w ritten , so why can we be 
certain th a t Jehovah God will yet carry 
out his promise to end all abuse of power? 
Because he has in tim es past dem onstrat- 
ed his determ ination to do so. Before the 
Flood of Noah’s day, there was great abuse 
of power. We read th a t “the earth  became 
filled with violence.” (Genesis 6:5, 11) And 
what is violence but an abuse of power? 
The same was true  of the wicked cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah in Lot’s day. (Gen- 
esis 18:20, 21; 19 :4 2 9  -In both cases Je (־
hovah put an end to the abuse. So we see 
th a t Jehovah God is not one to tolerate 
abuse of power indefinitely.

As added basis for us to be sure th a t 
Jehovah will act is the fact th a t he is 
jealous for his name, and all abuse of 
power is an insult to his majesty. Notice 
this connection in these texts: “He th a t is 
defrauding the lowly one has reproached 
his M aker.” “He th a t is holding the one of 
little means in derision has reproached his 
M aker.”—Proverbs 14:31; 17:5.

We can rest assured, then, th a t the 
Most High will not for all tim e to lerate 
being reproached. That leaves ju st one 
question: W hen will abuse of power end?

When Will It End?
God’s W ord inform s us th a t “for every- 

th ing there is an appointed tim e, even a

ANCIENT King Solomon noted about 
the abuse of power in his day: “I 

myself returned  th a t I m ight see all the 
acts of oppression [misuse of power] th a t 
are being done under the sun, and, look! 
the tears of those being oppressed, but 
they had no comforter; and on the side of 
their oppressors there  was power.”—Ec- 
clesiastes 4:1.

You may well ask, ‘Since abuse of power 
has existed so long, will it be w ith us 
forever?’ No, it will not. Because, as Sol- 
omon him self w rote under inspiration, 
there is One who is tak ing  note of it all: 
“If the oppression of the poor and the 
w resting  of ju stice  and righ teousness 
[you] see in the province do not be aston- 
ished over the m atter, for one high above 
the h ighest is w atching, yea the Most 
High is over th em .”—Ecclesiastes 5:8, 
Rotherham.

God’s Word, the Holy Bible, shows th a t 
Jehovah, the Most High, is infinite in pow- 
er and wisdom, as well as perfect in jus- 
tice, and he is the personification of love. 
Because he is such a God, he will not 
forever to lerate these un just conditions. 
The psalm ist David wrote: “Do not show 
yourself heated up only to do evil. For 
evildoers themselves will be cut off, but 
those hoping in Jehovah are the ones th a t 
will possess the ea rth .”—Psalm  37:8, 9.

We get fu r th e r  assu rance from  the 
words of the prophet Isaiah: “I shall cer- 
ta inly bring . . . th e ir own error upon the 
wicked themselves. And I shall actually
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ise, . . . but he is patien t w ith you because 
he does not desire any to be destroyed.” 
—2 Peter 3:9.

Fulfillment of Bible prophecy indicates

tim e for every affair under the heavens.” 
(Ecclesiastes 3:1) Some may be im patient 
w ith God’s tim etable, bu t we are told: 
“Jehovah is not slow respecting his prom-

Modern Notorious Misuses of Power
state of Maryland more than $250,000 
because of bribes he had accepted.

Then there was Richard M. Nixon, who had 
chosen Agnew to run as vice president. The 
U.S. Senate committee dealing with the 
Watergate case recommended that Nixon be 
impeached on three counts: that he had 
abused his presidential powers; that he 
obstructed justice; and that he had 
disobeyed subpoenas. Likely you know that 
he resigned on August 9,1974, with two and 
a half years remaining of his presidency.

Such abuse of power is worldwide. For 
example, Canada’s magazine Maclean’s of 
July 15, 1985, reported on “wild sex parties 
on Parliament H ill... and unauthorized 
financial payoffs.” It related that at a party a 
senior government personnel officer told a 
“ :old woman־year־30 If you don’t take your 
clothes off, you’re not going to have a job.”

At about the same time, an international 
news magazine published the article 
“Corruption Slows China’s Turnabout.” It 
reported: “Virtually every recent day, the 
official press has carried accounts of financial 
skulduggery, some involving high-ranking 
officials.”

More recently, the New Zealand Herald, 
under the heading: “Curse of Corruption 
Major Threat in ‘Lucky Country,’ ” reported the 
view of a retired judge: “Australia, in the 
middle of the 1980s, is rich, confident and 
corrupt.” The article mentioned “a justice 
system that in the past year has seen a judge 
from the highest court in the land put behind 
bars and that reels almost daily with startling 
evidence of police on the take.”

It is apparent that all such abusers of 
power ignore the principle stated by Christ: 
“There is nothing covered over that will not 
become uncovered, and secret that will not 
become known.”— Matthew 10:26.

IN THE law given through Moses, the 
Creator strongly condemned bribe taking 
on the part of judges. (Exodus 23:8; 
Deuteronomy 10:17; 16:19) We can see how 

wise such instructions were by noting some 
modern cases of misuse of power by officials.

One such involved Judge Martin T. Manton. 
Back in 1918 he tried to thwart the efforts 
of the Bible Students, as Jehovah’s 
Witnesses were then known, to get bail for 
J. F. Rutherford and seven of his associates. 
These eight Christian ministers were charged 
with interfering with the war effort and were 
sent to the federal penitentiary in Atlanta, 
Georgia. The appeals court hearing their case 
consisted of three judges, including Manton. 
He dissented, but the other two judges 
granted the appeal, and the improper 
conviction was reversed.

What kind of judge was Manton? The press 
called him “the highest ranking judicial officer 
[in the United States] next to the nine Justices 
of the Supreme Court.” He was also one of 
America’s most distinguished laymen, the 
pope making him “Knight of St. Gregory.” 
Manton’s downfall came when he was 
convicted and sentenced to two years in 
prison and fined $10,000. For what? For 
selling judicial decisions. More than that, he 
had the temerity to blackmail those appearing 
before him, threatening that unless they paid 
him a large sum, he would decide against 
them. The New York Times said concerning 
him: “Blackmail was emanating from the 
Federal court house.” What an abuse of 
judicial power!

Years later another notorious case 
surfaced, involving Spiro Agnew, vice 
president of the United States during 
 He was charged with cheating the .־196973
government out of thousands of dollars, and 
so he resigned. As late as 1983, he paid the
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th a t we are living in the last days of this wicked 
world, or system  of things. This generation has 
seen the fulfillment of Je su s’ g reat prophecy 
regarding his presence and the conclusion of this 
system of things: wars, earthquakes, famines, 
pestilences, increase of lawlessness, and the 
preaching of the good news of God’s Kingdom. 
(M atthew 24:1-35; Luke 21:10, 11) That pin- 
points our tim e as the  last days of th is wicked 
world.

Because these are the last days, we can hope 
soon to see the prophecy a t Zephaniah 3:8 ful- 
filled: “ ‘Keep yourselves in expectation of me,’ is 
the u tterance of Jehovah, ‘till the day of my 
rising up to the booty, for my judicial decision is 
to gather nations, for me to collect together 
kingdoms, in order to pour out upon them  my 
denunciation, all my burn ing  anger; for by the 
fire of my zeal all the earth  will be devoured.’ ”

Surely, those words are an  assurance th a t 
Jehovah God will end the abuse of power.



have? Because “the inc lination  of th e  
heart of m an is bad from his youth up .” 
(Genesis 8:21) Since all of us have th is 
inherited bent toward selfishness, we need 
always to be on guard th a t we use arigh t 
whatever power we have. A poet once ex- 
pressed th is thought: “Never a trea su re  
without a following shade of care. Never a 
power w ithout the lurk of a subtle snare. ” 
Yes, because of inherited  im perfection, 
there is always the tendency to use power 
selfishly.

Jehovah— Powerful 
but Also Wise and Just

3 None other than  the Creator, Jehovah 
God, sets us a fine, yes, perfect, example 
in the use of power. He is no t hasty  bu t 
slow to anger even when there is need to 
express his power adversely. (Nahum 1:3) 
No one has greater power th an  God, for 
which reason we refer to him as the all- 
powerful One, the om nipotent One. He 
rightly applies the title  “A lm ighty” to  
himself. (Genesis 17:1) Not only does he 
have full power in the sense of having 
unlimited strength , but he also has su- 
preme power in th a t he has all au thority  
by reason of his position as the Sovereign 
Lord of the universe, which he created. 
That is why no one can presume to ‘check 
his hand or say to him, “W hat are you 
doing?” ׳—Daniel 4:35.

4 Because of the fact th a t Jehovah God 
is almighty, it is the course of wisdom for 
us to fear to displease him. Yes, “the fear 
of Jehovah is the s ta r t of wisdom, and the 
knowledge of the Most Holy One is w hat 
understanding is .” (Proverbs 9:10) Paul 
warns us not to incite Jehovah God to 
jealousy by engaging in any form of idol- 
atry  because “we are not stronger than  he 
is, are we?” Absolutely not! (1 C orinthians

3. What kinds of power reside in Jehovah?
4. Why is it the course of wisdom to fear Jeho- 
vah?

Happy Are 
Those Who 

Use
POWER

Aright!
“Jehovah is slow to anger and 

great in power, and by no 
means will Jehovah hold back 
from punishing.”—n a h u m  1:3.

THERE are many kinds of power tha t 
in telligent beings can exercise in a 

r igh t way. Because of na tu ra l endowment 
or due to circum stances, we may possess 
some particu lar power of one kind or an- 
other. B ut is th is grounds for boasting? 
Not a t all. W hat do we read a t Jerem iah 
9:23? “Let not the wise m an boast of his 
wisdom or the  strong  m an boast of his 
s treng th  or the  rich m an boast of his 
riches.” (New International Version) Why 
not? The apostle Paul gives a good answer 
a t 1 C orinthians 4:7: “Who makes you to 
differ from another? Indeed, what do you 
have th a t you did not receive? If, now, you 
did indeed receive it, why do you boast as 
though you did not receive it?”

2 W hy do we need to be on guard against 
the m isuse of any power th a t we m ight

1. Why is a person’s having some kind of power 
no grounds for boasting?
2. Why do we need to be on guard when it comes 
to using power?
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Abraham seemed to th ink  th a t th is  would 
be a great misuse of power, so he asked 
Jehovah: “Is the Judge of all the earth  
not going to do w hat is r igh t?” Abraham, 
though, labored under a m isapprehension. 
In the end, he had to g ran t th a t Jehovah’s 
decree was indeed righteous, for there 
could not be found even ten  righteous 
souls in the two cities. C ertainly th is  
shows how careful Jehovah God is to use 
his power justly .—Genesis 18:17-33; Isa- 
iah 41:8.

7 Later, when it came tim e to deliver the 
Israelites from unjust slavery in Egypt, 
Jehovah gave Pharaoh the opportunity to 
cooperate. This would be w ithout harm  to 
Pharaoh and his people. B ut th a t ru ler 
haughtily and stubbornly refused to g ran t 
Jehovah’s request. So God gave Pharaoh 
one dem onstration of his power afte r an- 
other in the Ten Plagues on Egypt. (Exo- 
dus 9:16) A fter Pharaoh had let the  Is- 
ra e lite s  go, he s tu b b o rn ly  c o n tin u ed  
to challenge Jehovah by pu rsu ing  the  
Israelites. Hence, Jehovah justly  used his 
mighty power to wipe out Pharaoh and his 
m ilitary forces in the Red Sea. (Psalm 
136:15) In each instance, let it be noted, 
Jehovah also used his g reat power to pre- 
serve his faithful servants: Noah and his 
family, Lot and his two daughters, and the 
nation of Israel.—Genesis 19:16.

8Centuries later, in the  tim e of King 
Hezekiah, Jehovah God m anifested his

7. Why did Pharaoh merit receiving an adverse 
expression of Jehovah’s power?
8. For what good reason did Jehovah deal with 
Sennacherib the way he did?

10:22) Yet, all who deliberately violate 
God’s righteous commands are acting as if 
they were stronger th an  Jehovah! Paul’s 
fu rther words underscore th is  point: “Our 
God is also a consuming fire.”—Hebrews 
12:29.

5 These facts m ight cause us to be filled 
with a morbid fear or dread were it not 
th a t Jehovah God balances perfectly his 
almighty power w ith his th ree other car- 
dinal a ttribu tes: wisdom, justice, and love. 
His use of power in an  adverse way is 
always consonant, or consisten t, w ith 
these qualities. For example, the Flood of 
Noah’s day was tru ly  a g reat m anifesta- 
tion of Jehovah’s power. Yet was God’s 
exercise of power un just or unloving? By 
no means! M ankind had so corrupted its 
way th a t God felt h u rt a t h eart over what 
he saw. (Genesis 6:5-11) Since those wick- 
ed an ted iluv ians w ere m isusing  God’s 
blessings, he acted properly in wiping the 
earth  clean of them , especially since they 
ignored the w arnings of the  “preacher of 
righteousness,” Noah.—2 P eter 2:5.

6W hen the inhab itan ts of Sodom and 
Gomorrah showed them selves to be gross- 
ly depraved sinners, by abusing the bless- 
ings th a t they, as pa rt of m ankind, were 
enjoying a t Jehovah’s hand, he decreed 
th a t the  inhab itan ts  should be destroyed. 
Out of consideration for his friend Abra- 
ham, Jehovah told th a t m an of faith  of His 
purpose regard ing  Sodom and Gomorrah.

5. Why do we not need to have a morbid fear of 
Jehovah because of his almightiness?
6. Jehovah’s dealings with Sodom and Gomor- 
rah show what?

Love Power Justice W isdom

Jeh o vah 's  p rin c ip a l qua lities  a re  p e rfe c tly  b a la n c e d
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great power in a most s trik ing  and righ- 
teous way when the A ssyrian m onarch 
Sennacherib threatened  Jerusalem . Jeho- 
vah’s people, w ith God-fearing and loyal 
King Hezekiah a t the ir head, appealed 
to Him for help. They were serving him 
faithfully, so God acted on th e ir behalf. 
The em issary of King Sennacherib, on the  
other hand, had boasted: ‘Do not listen  to 
Hezekiah, do not let him  allure you by 
promising th a t Jehovah will deliver you. 
Have any of the gods of the  other nations 
been able to deliver the ir people out of 
Sennacherib’s hand? Since none of these 
gods were able to do so, why do you im ag- 
ine th a t Jehovah will be able to deliver 
you?’ (Isaiah 36  Because of such a (־1320:
boast, God simply had to exert his g rea t 
power, causing 185,000 soldiers to fall in 
one night, proving th a t there was, indeed, 
a difference between the gods of the na- 
tions and Jehovah.

9 Consider ju s t a few more of the  m any 
examples th a t could be given. W hen Jeho- 
vah struck Miriam w ith leprosy, th a t was 
a perfectly ju st and wise expression of his 
power. M iriam deserved such punishm ent 
for speaking so presum ptuously against 
her brother Moses, God’s appointed one. 
(Numbers 12:1-15) I t was sim ilar when 
King Uzziah brazenly invaded the sacred 
temple sanctuary  and presumed to offer 
up incense upon the golden altar, haugh- 
tily refusing to be dissuaded by the Levite 
priests. Jehovah showed his power by 
ju stly  sm iting  the  k ing  w ith  leprosy. 
(2 Chronicles 26:16-21) Even as the ir sins 
were not to the same degree, so was Jeho- 
vah’s punishm ent of them : M iriam ’s lep- 
rosy was tem porary, bu t Uzziah died a 
leper. We can thus see th a t a t all tim es 
Jehovah is careful to use his power in a 
wise and ju st way, being able to preserve

9. What other examples can be cited that show 
that Jehovah is careful as to how he uses power?
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influence people through his miracles. He 
knew he had to keep neu tra l as to worldly 
politics and to w ait for Jehovah God to 
give him kingship. (John 6 :1 1 5  -Still lat (־
er, when the mob came to take him pris- 
oner, he could have asked for 12 legions of 
angels and thereby prevented his being 
taken prisoner. However, th a t would have 
been a misuse of power, for it was his 
Father’s will th a t he subm it.—M atthew 
26:39, 53.

Others Who Did Not Misuse Power
13 Among im perfect hum ans who resist- 

ed the tem ptation to m isuse power, Judge 
Gideon m ust be m entioned. A fter he deliv- 
ered Israel from the hand of Midian, the 
people wanted to make him the ir king. 
Gideon refused, rightly  s ta ting : “I myself 
shall not rule over you, nor will my son 
rule over you. Jehovah is the one who will 
rule over you.” Yes, the modesty th a t he 
displayed a t the very beginning of his 
career as judge was still present. And 
Gideon’s response reflected the way Jeho- 
vah God him self felt about Israel’s having 
a hum an king. We can recognize th a t in 
God’s response to Israel’s w anting a king 
in the tim e of prophet Sam uel.—Judges 
8:23; 6:12-16; 1 Samuel 8:7.

14 W hen, nonetheless, a king was cho- 
sen, Saul a t first set a fine example of 
re s tra in t in the use of power. Some good- 
for-nothing men said: “ ‘How will th is one 
save us?’ Accordingly they despised him 
. . . But he continued like one grown 
speechless.” He could have acted rashly, 
with his kingly power, bu t he did not. 
Similarly, afte r Saul had gained the victo- 
ry over the Ammonites, some of his people 
thought th is would be a fine tim e to pay 
back those who had despised Saul. So they

13, 14. (a) What fine example did Gideon set, 
showing he was not greedy for power? (b) How 
did Saul set a good example when he first became 
king?

the faithful who love him and to destroy 
the wicked.—Psalm  145:20.

The Example of Jesus Christ
10 God’s Son was tru ly  a fine im itator of 

his Father in the use of power. Among the 
earliest instances was the tim e when Sa- 
tan  disputed w ith him over the body of 
Moses. The Logos could easily have cen- 
sured Satan severely. Instead, the Logos 
leaned over backward, so to speak, to let 
the rebuke come from Jehovah God him- 
self.—Jude 8, 9.

11 The very first tem ptation  th a t Satan 
presented to Jesus in the wilderness was 
related to this m a tte r of m isusing power. 
Satan tem pted Jesus to use his supernat- 
ural power for a selfish purpose, to tu rn  
stones into food. This was quite a tem pta- 
tion because Jesus had not eaten for 40 
days, and “he felt hungry .” Satan present- 
ed th is tem ptation in such a way as to trap  
Jesus into tak ing  a selfish course, for he 
began with, “IF you are a son of God, tell 
these stones to become loaves of bread.” 
He no doubt hoped th a t Jesus would re- 
spond, ‘Why of course I am a son of God, 
and to prove it I ’ll tu rn  those stones into 
bread.’ Jesus, ra th e r th an  being tem pted 
or trapped into acting selfishly or foolish- 
ly, replied: “It is w ritten , ‘Man m ust live, 
not on bread alone, bu t on every u tterance 
coming forth  through Jehovah’s m outh.’” 
(M atthew 4:1-4) He ignored the implied 
doubt as to w hether he was a son of God, 
and he refused to m isuse the power with 
which God had endowed him.

12 L ater, a f te r  Jesus  C hrist had fed 
5,000 men besides m any women and chil- 
dren, the  Jew s w anted to make him king. 
Had he accepted the ir offer, th a t would 
have been a m isuse of the  power he had to

10, 11. What incidents show that Jesus was 
concerned with using power aright?
12. How did Jesus further show that he was not 
greedy for power?
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Do You Recall?
□ Why is counsel regarding the 
misuse of power necessary?
□ What examples show that 
Jehovah God uses his power 
aright?
□ Why can it be said that Jesus 
was careful not to misuse power?
 What Hebrew Scripture ם
characters showed that they did 
not abuse power?
□ How did the apostle Paul show 
himself exemplary in the use of 
power?

not now?’ No, David waited patien tly  un til 
it was Jehovah’s tim e to give him the 
kingdom . (1 Sam uel 24:1-22; 26:1-25) 
However, sad to say, afte r David became 
king, on two occasions he misused his 
power: in causing the death of U riah  and 
in num bering Israel’s arm y.—2 Samuel 
11:15; 24:2-4, 12-14.

17 Among the followers of Jesus C hrist, 
the apostle Paul set a fine example in th is 
regard. He could have demanded support 
from the congregations he served. B ut he 
did not take advantage of this. He told 
the elders of Ephesus: “I have coveted no 
m an’s silver or gold or apparel. You your- 
selves know th a t these hands have a ttend- 
ed to the needs of me and of those w ith 
me.” (Acts 20:33, 34) W hen w riting  to  the  
congregation a t Corinth, the apostle ex- 
pressed him self even more strongly on 
this point. (1 Corinthians 9:1-18) He had 
authority  to refrain  from secular work, for 
whoever serves as a soldier a t his own 
expense? Did not Moses say not to muzzle 
the bull th a t is threshing out the grain? 
“B ut,” Paul explained, “I have not made

17. How did Paul show that he was never greedy 
and that he did not misuse his power?

said to him : “Who is it saying, ‘Saul—is 
he to be king over us?’ Give the men over, 
th a t we may pu t them  to death .” Saul, 
though, was not of th a t mind a t all. He 
countered: “Not a m an should be put to 
death  on th is  day, because today Jehovah 
has perform ed salvation in Israel.” We can 
see th a t Saul indeed s tarted  out well and 
in modesty. (1 Samuel 9:21; 10:20-23, 27; 
11:12, 13) How sad th a t he began to mis- 
use his royal power and so came to a bad 
end!— 1 Samuel 28:6; 31:3-6.

15 Samuel, the prophet who also judged 
Israel, set a fine example. God used him 
m ightily from his earliest youth on. Sam- 
uel justly  judged his people and effected 
deliverance for them . Did he ever take 
advantage of his position for selfish gain? 
Absolutely not! He said in his farewell 
speech to the people: “Here I have listened 
to your voice as respects all th a t you have 
said to me, th a t I should cause a king to 
reign over you . . . Here I am. Answer 
against me in fron t of Jehovah and in 
fron t of his anointed one: Whose bull have 
I taken  or whose ass have I taken or whom 
have I defrauded or whom have I crushed 
or from whose hand have I accepted hush 
money th a t I should hide my eyes with it?” 
His people had to adm it th a t Samuel’s 
course was blameless in all these m atters. 
He had not m isused the power of his judi- 
cial office.— 1 Samuel 12:1-5.

16 Nor ought we to overlook the fine 
example David set. Twice he had King 
Saul w ith in  his power and could have 
killed him. David could have reasoned: 
‘Saul is out to get my life, so it is his or 
m ine.’ Or he m ight selfishly have rea- 
soned: ‘Since Samuel has anointed me to 
be the coming king of Israel, th is is the 
way it m ust come about eventually. Why

15, 16. (a) Judge Samuel was able to give what 
testimony as to his use of judicial power? 
(b) What like example did King David provide?
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anced by his other a ttribu tes  of wisdom, 
justice, and love! We can, thus, say w ith 
the psalm ist David: “Bless Jehovah, 0  my 
soul, even everything w ithin me, his holy 
nam e.” (Psalm 103:1) All who have fol- 
lowed Jehovah’s example in the proper use 
of power are indeed happy. The examples 
we have considered from the Scriptures 
prove th a t even though we are im perfect 
humans, we, too, can use arigh t the power 
th a t we have. Doing so, we can have not 
only a clear conscience but also the ap- 
proval of God and the respect of our fel- 
lowmen.

understands the hum an heart. We read: 
“The heart is more treacherous than  any- 
th ing  else and is desperate. Who can know 
it? I, Jehovah, am searching the heart, 
exam ining the kidneys, even to give to 
each one according to his ways, according 
to the fruitage of his dealings.”—Jerem i- 
ah 17:9, 10.

2 W ith good reason God’s W ord w arns 
us against the misuse of power. There is 
such a tendency to misuse or abuse power 
th a t an English scholar observed: “Power 
tends to corrupt, and absolute power cor- 
ru p ts  a b so lu te ly .” He also  observed: 
“Among all the causes which degrade and 
demoralize men, power is the  m ost con- 
s tan t and the most active.” Of course, 
power does not necessarily have a corrupt- 
ing influence, as we have seen in the pre- 
vious article, but there is a danger of tha t.

3Who needs to be on guard against 
misusing power? Ju s t about everyone! In  
nearly every hum an relationship, there  
are situations where one person has the

2. Power tends to do what to those possess- 
ing it?
3. In what human relationships can power be 
abused, and why may this happen?

use of a single one of these provisions.” 
W hat was his rew ard? “That while declar- 
ing the good news I may furn ish  the 
good news w ithout cost, to the end th a t I 
may not abuse my authority  in the good 
news.”

18 Truly it can be said, ‘Happy are all 
those who do not abuse th e ir power.’ W hat 
an excellent nam e Jehovah God has be- 
cause of se tting  such a fine example, let- 
ting  his alm ighty power always be bal-

18. (a) How should we feel about Jehovah’s fine 
use of power? (b) Why can those who imitate him 
in this respect be said to be happy?

G u a r d
A g a in s t

M is u s in g
POWER

“The fear of Jehovah means the 
hating of bad. Self-exaltation and 

pride and the bad way and the 
perverse mouth I have hated.”

— PROVERBS 8:13.

THE selfish m isuse of power is doubt- 
less am ong the bad ways th a t Jehovah 

God hates. His W ord counsels us against 
th is tendency of im perfect hum ans, for he

1. What is one way in which the imperfect hu- 
man heart shows itself to be treacherous?
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advantage of one’s power. For example, an 
elder may have definite opinions about 
how his family should dress. B ut he needs 
to be careful th a t he does not try  to impose 
such personal views on the flock; to  do so 
would be lording it over them.

6 Unless elders are careful, they could be 
guilty of nepotism, which would also be a 
misuse of power. Nepotism? Yes, th is  is 
a word th a t comes from Latin, m eaning 
“nephews.” It was coined because of the 
notorious custom  of popes and o th e r 
church officials to bestow religious and 
m aterial favors on the ir relatives and in 
particular on the ir b ro thers’ or s is te rs ’ 
children. Pope N icholas III was even 
known as “the patriarch  of papal nepo- 
tism .” Unless C hristian elders are very 
careful, they may be unduly influenced by 
family ties instead of by spiritual princi- 
pies. One elder felt very strongly th a t his 
son should be recommended as an overseer 
although the rest of the elders did not 
agree. The father thereupon moved to an- 
other congregation. Some years la te r the 
son was still not an elder. Clearly, the 
father had let blood relationship influence 
him.

7 A nother abuse of power in the form of 
nepotism appears when elders fail to act 
on the w rongdoing of th e ir  re la tives. 
(Compare 1 Samuel 2 : 2 2 3 5 ־25, 30־ .) A few 
years ago, there was a shocking situation  
of wrongdoing in certain  congregations in 
the central United States. More recently 
this developed in certain  European con־ 
gregations. Many young folks were in  ־
volved in fornication, drug abuse, and the 
like. Not a few of these were children of 
elders, some of whom apparently winked 
a t the  m isconduct of th e ir  offspring.

6. What is nepotism, and how might elders be 
guilty of it?
7, 8. What examples show that nepotism can be 
a real danger to elders?

a d v a n ta g e  over o th e rs  by reaso n  of 
wealth, learning, physical strength , posi־ 
tion, physical charm, and so forth. The 
g rea te r the advantage, the greater the 
tem ptation  to use it selfishly. Why? Be- 
cause “the inclination of the heart of man 
is bad from  h is you th  u p .” (G enesis 
8:21) Yes, the im perfect hum an heart is 
“treacherous,” deceitful, or devious, and of 
evil b en t.—Jerem iah 17:9.

Christian Elders
4 Consider, to begin with, the elders, the 

overseers in the C hristian  congregation. 
W hen we th ink  about the ir qualifications, 
we can recall Je th ro ’s words to Moses in 
regard  to choosing men to be over thou- 
sands, hundreds, fifties, and tens: “You 
yourself should select out of all the peo־ 
pie capable men, fearing God, trustw or- 
thy  men, hating  un just profit.” (Exodus 
18:21) Such men could be trusted  with 
oversight. They would not abuse the ad- 
vantages th a t come w ith position of over- 
sight, for the fear of God means the hating 
of bad. Such men would tru ly  be “hating 
un just profit” instead of seeking or lov- 
ing it.

5 The apostle Peter was aware of the 
danger of m isuse of power by elders, so 
we find him counseling overseers in the 
C hristian  congregation: “Shepherd the 
flock of God in your care, not under com־ 
pulsion, but willingly; neither for love of 
dishonest gain, bu t eagerly; neither as 
lording it over those who are God’s in- 
heritance, bu t becoming examples to the 
flock.” (1 P eter 5:2, 3) To be shepherding 
the flock of God for dishonest gain would 
be to misuse power. Likewise, to lord it 
over the flock would be to take selfish

4. Jethro gave Moses what fine counsel, showing 
awareness of the temptations that go with re- 
ceiving power and authority?
5. Why is the counsel at 1 Peter 5:2, 3 so fitting, 
and how can it be applied?
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Simon tried to use his wealth to influence Peter. 
What lessons can we

particularly traveling representatives of 
the W atch Tower Society, m ust be careful 
th a t they do not become guilty, either 
know ingly or unw itting ly , of w hat is 
known as simony. The term  comes from 
the Simon m entioned a t Acts 8 :9 2 4  who ,־
offered the apostles money for the gift of 
being able to im part the holy spirit by the 
laying on of his hands. Luke records: “Pe- 
te r said to him: ‘May your silver perish 
w ith you, because you thought through 
money to get possession of the free gift of 
God. You have neither part nor lot in this 
m atter, for your heart is not s tra igh t in 
the sight of God. Repent, therefore, of th is 
badness of yours, and supplicate Jehovah 
tha t, if possible, the device of your heart 
may be forgiven you.’” This was also a 
notorious practice among Roman Catholic 
Church officials in years gone by. One 
encyclopedia rep o rts  th a t  “th is  crim e

W hen the facts came to light, a num ber of 
these elders were removed because of the ir 
misuse of the ir prerogatives as elders, or 
more specifically, because of the ir failure 
to use the ir power aright.

8 At tim es, there seems to be a tendency 
along th is line when an elder or a min- 
isterial servant presides over audience- 
participation parts  on the m eetings. He 
needs to be careful to avoid partiality . The 
members of his family could cooperate in 
th is regard by being alert to offer com- 
m ents when others fail to respond and not 
to be too anxious to com ment when many 
others are volunteering to comment.

Traveling Representatives
9 C hris tian s  in  responsible positions,

9. What is the abuse of power known as simony, 
and why is it so named?
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ship, or by reason of his g rea te r physical 
strength , or because he is the breadwin- 
ner, m ight act in an arb itrary , selfish, 
unfeeling m anner, betraying a lack of em- 
pathy. Paul stresses strongly th a t  wives 
should be in subjection to the ir husbands. 
At the same tim e, he tells husbands to 
love the ir wives as the ir own bodies and be 
willing to die for them, even as C hrist died 
for the C hristian  congregation. (Ephe- 
sians 5:25-33) Such counsel should act as 
a check on a husband’s m isusing his power 
or advantages. The apostle Peter, after 
counseling wives to be in subjection to 
the ir husbands, adm onishes husbands: 
“You husbands, continue dwelling in  like 
m anner with them  according to knowl- 
edge, assigning them  honor as to a w eaker 
vessel, the feminine one, since you are 
also heirs with them  of the undeserved 
favor of life, in order for your prayers not 
to be hindered.” Yes, husbands m ust be 
careful to use the ir power a righ t if they 
w ant to have a good relationship w ith 
Jehovah God.—1 P eter 3:7.

13 It has been observed th a t the m ate 
who loves more deeply is a t the  mercy of 
the one who loves less. There seems to be 
a measure of tru th  in tha t. Wives, in 
general, love m ore deeply th a n  th e ir  
husbands do—love is more im portan t to 
them —and many husbands take selfish 
advantage of tha t. On the other hand, 
wives have been known to show reluctance 
to pay the m arriage due when the ir wishes 
are crossed. In fact, some wives have even 
refused the m arriage due altogether. Sad 
to say, a t tim es this has contributed to a 
husband’s com m itting adultery. All such 
failure to heed Paul’s counsel a t 1 Corin- 
th ians 7:3-5 is likewise a selfish misuse of 
power.

13. (a) What womanly trait have husbands at 
times taken advantage of? (b) How have selfish 
wives betrayed a misuse of power, violating what 
Scriptural injunction?

became quite common in the Church dur- 
ing  the 11th and 12th centuries.”

10 How m ight servants of Jehovah trans- 
gress along th is  line? Unless they are very 
careful, they m ight be inclined to recom- 
mend an elder for a pa rt on the circuit 
assembly or the d istric t convention pro- 
gram  because of the fine hospitality or 
generous gifts received from him. In fact, 
there have been rare  cases where an elder 
made generous gifts and a t the same time 
brought up the possibility of receiving 
some special privilege. A pparently such 
ones were not content to conduct them- 
selves as ‘lesser ones,’ leaving it up to the 
holy sp irit to m otivate those in positions 
of responsibility as to theocratic appoint- 
m ents. (Luke 9:48) U nder those circum- 
stances such gifts have been refused, thus 
se tting  a fine example of not abusing the 
g ift of power. All such instances show how 
careful prom inent elders m ust be so as to 
avoid the ta in t of simony!

11 Moreover, occasionally it may be nec- 
essary  for a traveling m inister to give an 
elder firm counsel. B ut if the traveling 
m in ister had repeatedly been receiving 
gifts from th a t elder or had enjoyed his 
hospitality, he m ight find it difficult to 
give him  stra igh tfo rw ard  counsel. Will 
selfish considerations keep him from dis- 
charging his duties to offer needed coun- 
sel? W ill he put the sp iritual in terests of 
his b ro thers ahead of his own m aterial 
benefits? Yes, will he seek to please God or 
m en?—G alatians 1:10.

The Family Circle
12 W ithin  the family circle, there is also 

need for each member to be on guard lest 
he or she m isuses advantages or power. A 
husband, by reason of his having the head-

10, 11. How might elders fall victim to the 
snare of simony?
12. For what reason must husbands be alert to 
use power aright?
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what it is from Paul’s counsel: “Fathers, 
do not be irrita tin g  your children, but go 
on bringing them  up in the discipline and 
m ental-regulating of Jehovah.” “Fathers, 
do not be exasperating your children, so 
th a t they do not become dow nhearted.” 
—Ephesians 6:4; Colossians 3:21.

15 S trange as it may a t first seem, chil- 
dren themselves can also be guilty of mis- 
using power. How so? Children can cause 
their parents to act against the ir own 
better judgm ent because of the affection 
the ir paren ts  have for them . A child, 
knowing th a t he deserves to be spanked, 
may cry so pitifully th a t his m other just 
cannot bring herself to adm inister the 
deserved spanking. A successful woman 
financier boasts of her ability to m anipu- 
late customers, saying: “W omen are born 
with it. You should see my daughter ma- 
nipulate her fa the r.”

15, 16. How may children be guilty of the mis- 
use of power, requiring what of parents?

14 The fact th a t children are to obey 
the ir paren ts in union w ith the Lord gives 
the ir parents, particularly  the ir fathers, 
power over them . How will they use this 
power? Thoughtlessly, unfeelingly, with- 
out empathy? Many worldly fathers, and 
some m others, do ju st th a t, giving rise 
to the prevalence of the “h u rt child syn- 
d ro m e .” A ccord ing  to  World Health, 
January /F eb ruary  1984, “there  are ill- 
trea ted  children in every society,” and “it 
seems th a t nowadays more and more chil- 
dren are ill-treated, exploited, battered  or 
abandoned, and no pa rt of the world es- 
capes its  share .” A nother report tells th a t 
in the U nited S tates child abuse has more 
than  doubled in the  last ten  years. Surely 
all such is an  abuse of power. Even a 
C hristian  p aren t who would not th ink  
of severely m istrea ting  a child m ight be 
guilty of a kind of child abuse. You can see

14. What evidence is there that some parents 
misuse their power over their children?
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tainly is a misuse of power. Paul counseled 
Timothy: ‘T reat older women as m others, 
younger women as s isters w ith  all chaste- 
ness.’ On the other hand, C hristian  worn- 
en are counseled to “adorn them selves in 
well-arranged dress, w ith m odesty and 
soundness of m ind.” W hether m arried  or 
single, they should also be careful to dis- 
play “chaste conduct.”— 1 Timothy 2:9; 
5:2; 1 P eter 3:2.

19 Much has been said in our Bible liter- 
ature about C hristians’ being guided by 
divine wisdom, about exercising justice in 
all the ir dealings, and about being moti- 
vated by principled love, The fore-
going shows th a t all of Jehovah’s servan ts 
m ust also be concerned w ith the quality, 
attribu te , or possession of power. They 
should never abuse it but always use it 
aright. Truly God’s W ord evinces divine 
wisdom in the counsel it gives along these 
lines. By carefully heeding such counsel, 
we will bring honor to Jehovah’s name, 
will be a blessing to others, and will gain 
God’s approval.

19. In addition to manifesting wisdom, justice, 
and love, with the use of what other attribute 
must we be concerned?

What Counsel Do You Recall?
□ How can it be said that we have 
an inherent tendency to misuse 
power?

□ Why must elders be carefu l that 
they do not misuse their power?

□ In what ways should husbands 
and wives not misuse their power 
in relationship to each other?

□ Both parents and children ought 
to avoid what as to misusing 
power in their relationships?

16According to  one newspaper report, 
“there  is an  alarm ing increase in the num- 
ber of ‘power drunk children’ in North 
America who dom inate and m anipulate 
th e ir  p a ren ts’ lives.” However, the remedy 
lies not in counseling the children but 
with the parents. The parents m ust pre- 
sen t a unified position to their children. 
Y oungsters are quick to note disunity and 
to play one paren t against the other to get 
w hat they w ant. P aren ts  m ust also be firm 
for w hat is righ t, a t the same tim e always 
assuring  the ir children of the ir love. As 
does Jehovah, C hristian  parents discipline 
because of love.—Hebrews 12:5, 6.

In Other Relationships
17 The employer-employee relationship 

also presen ts tem ptations to misuse pow- 
er. W ith  th is  in mind, Paul counseled 
slave owners, who somewhat correspond 
to modern employers, overseers, bosses: 
“You m asters, keep . . . le tting  up on the 
th rea ten ing , for you know th a t the M aster 
of both them  and you is in the heavens, 
and  th e re  is no p a rtia lity  w ith h im .” 
(Ephesians 6:9; Colossians 4:1) Christians 
who have oversight in secular m atters 
should be careful not to misuse the ir pow- 
er. Boaz of old m ight be cited as one who 
had a fine relationship w ith those working 
for h im .—R uth 2:4.

18 To m ention ju st one other area in 
which C hristians m ust guard against mis- 
use of power, there is the m atter of sex 
a ttraction . The very natu re  of young sis- 
te rs  inclines m any of them  to w ant to 
m arry  and to bear children. As a conse- 
quence, brothers may a t tim es find it easy 
to trifle w ith s is te rs ’ affections. This cer-

17. How may there be a misuse of power in the 
employer-employee relationship?
18. Unattached brothers and sisters must exer- 
cise what care, so that they are not guilty of a 
misuse of power?
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The Resurrection of Jesus Christ
— No Myth

disciples. From a group of men so timid 
that they abandoned Jesus at his arrest, 
they were “changed overnight into a 
confident mission society, convinced of 
salvation.” Reports the Tribune on 
Lapide’s reasoning: “ No vision or 
hallucination is sufficient to explain such 
a revolutionary transform ation.”

Finally, there is the charge that Jesus’ 
disciples merely stole his body. To this, 
Mr. Lapide replies: “Can sw indlers let 
themselves be tortured and persecuted 
in the name of an illusion, up to joyfu l 
martyrdom?” While Mr. Lapide still does 
not profess faith in Jesus as the 
Messiah, he has little doubt tha t what an 
angel announced two thousand years 
ago was true: ‘Christ was raised up.’
— M atthew 28:6.

COULD the Bible’s account of the 
resurrection of Jesus be a mere 

fabrication? Recently the International 
Herald Tribune reported on an 
investigation done by a Jewish w riter 
named Pinchas Lapide. His conclusion? 
The resurrection was no myth.

Several things led Lapide to this 
conclusion. For one thing, the Gospel 
accounts relate that three women visited 
Jesus' tomb and saw tha t it was empty. 
But in ancient times, women were 
“considered incapable o f valid testim ony,” 
says the Tribune’s report. Indeed, Jesus’ 
own discip les did not believe the women!
It is thus most unlikely that such a story 
would have been deliberately fabricated.

Lapide also cites the galvanizing effect 
that Jesus’ resurrection had upon His

The Christians’ Flight to Pella
choice could have been made. Judaea, 
Idumaea, Peraea, and Galilee were in 
insurrection; Samaria and the coast 
were in a very unsettled state  . . .  Thus 
Scythopolis and Pella were the nearest 
neutral cities to Jerusalem. Pella, by its 
position beyond the Jordan, must have 
offered much more tranquillity than 
Scythopolis, which had become one of 
the Roman strongholds. Pella was a free 
c ity like the other towns of Decapolis . . .  
To take refuge there was openly to avow 
horror of the [Jew ish] re v o lt. . .  It was in 
this anti-Jew ish town tha t the Church of 
Jerusalem found refuge during the 
horrors of the siege.”

IN 33 C.E., Jesus Christ warned his 
followers to “begin fleeing to the 

mountains” when they saw “Jerusalem 
surrounded by encamped armies.” (Luke 
21:20-24) But where did they actually 
flee to? French orienta list and historian 
Joseph Ernest Renan answers: “The 
place selected by the heads of the 
[C hristian] community to serve as the 
principal asylum for the fugitive Church 
was Pella, one of the towns of Decapolis, 
situated near the left bank of the Jordan 
in an adm irable position, overlooking on 
one side the whole plain of Ghor, and 
having on the other precip itous cliffs, at 
the foo t of which runs a torrent. No wiser
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The Psalmist Sings 
Jehovah’s Praise

ber of expressions of praise to 
Jehovah. He is the Protector of 
his people (18), Creator and Law- 
giver (19), Savior (20), Protector 
of his chosen King (21), the Great 
Shepherd (23), and the Glorious 
King (24).
♦ 16:10—Who is the “loyal one” 
mentioned here?

Some Bible scholars apply this 
verse to faithful ones in general, 
citing as support the fact that in 
some Hebrew manuscripts the 
word for “loyal one” is in the plural. 
However, when this verse is quoted 
in the Christian Greek Scriptures, 
the word is in the singular, indicat- 
ing just one “loyal one.” Who is he? 
In the first instance, probably David 
himself. But prophetically, both Pe- 
ter and Paul apply this verse to 
Jesus.—Acts 2 : 2 5 3 7 ־32; 13:35־ .
♦ 21:3—What was the “crown of 
refined gold”?

Perhaps this was a literal crown, 
such as the one removed from the 
idol Malcam. (Compare 2 Samuel 
12:29,30.) Or perhaps the crown is 
simply figurative, a symbol of the 
fact that David’s victory had given 
further adornment to his glorious 
kingship. Prophetically, though, this 
psalm points to how Jehovah gave 
Jesus the crown of rulership in 
1914. The “crown of refined gold” 
points to the fact that his rule is of 
the very highest quality.
♦ 22:1— Had God forsaken Da- 
vid?

No, but when David was under 
intense pressure from his enemies, 
it appeared so. However, David’s 
human reaction to his dire straits 
did not reflect lack of faith, since he 
goes on to pray confidently for de- 
liverance. (Verses 1619־) Interest- 
ingly, Jesus quoted from this psalm 
before dying on the torture stake. 
By asking “why?” Jesus expressed 
the extreme pressure he was un- 
der, while at the same time pro- 
claiming his innocence of the false 
charges that led to his execution.

♦ 2:12— Why the command, 
“Kiss the son”?

In Bible times, kissing was an 
expression of friendship and was 
used to welcome guests into the 
hospitality of one’s home. In this 
verse, Jehovah commands the na- 
tions to kiss, or welcome, his Son 
as his anointed King.—Psalm 2:2, 
6- 8.

♦ 9:12—Why does Jehovah go 
“looking for bloodshed”?

Like a judge sitting in judgment, 
Jehovah seeks out those who are 
bloodguilty because of shedding 
the blood of his innocent people. 
(Genesis 9:5, 6; Luke 11:49, 50) 
He also punishes the guilty. But his 
punishments are not indiscriminate. 
The psalmist David assures us: “He 
is sure not to forget the outcry 
of the afflicted ones.”—Compare 
2 Peter 2:9.
♦ 11:3—What are “the foun- 
dations” that are torn down?

The foundations are justice, law, 
and order—the foundations on 
which society rests. When there is 
a breakdown in the social order, 
with no possibility of justice, what 
should the God-fearing person do? 
Trust in Jehovah. He is on his 
heavenly throne, sees everything 
that is going on, and will not fail us.

Lesson for Us: Psalm 4:5 
urges God-fearing ones to “sac- 
rifice the sacrifices of righteous- 
ness.” In David’s day, the Isra- 
elites had to offer sacrifices on 
Jehovah’s altar. But they also 
had to have the right motives and 
be genuinely repentant. (Isaiah 
1:11-17) When Christians offer 
their spiritual sacrifices, they, 
too, need to have the right mo- 
tives and must live up to Jeho- 
vah’s high standards.— Hebrews 
13:4, 5, 15, 16; 1 Peter 2:1,5.

The Unmatchable God
Read Psalms 15 to 24. This 

group of psalms contains a num­

Bible
Highlights

Psalms 1 to 41

“Praises.” This is the meaning 
of the Hebrew name for the book 
of Psalms, and how appropriate it 
is! The whole book is, in effect, 
one long shout of praise to Jeho- 
vah God. The Psalms recount 
Jehovah’s qualities and mighty 
acts. They contain prophecies 
and also tell us the feelings of the 
inspired writers as they endured 
persecution, betrayal, discour- 
agement, and even a bad con- 
science. Many Christians suf- 
fering similar trials have drawn 
strength from the words of the 
Psalms.

The book of Psalms is divided 
into five sections. Here we dis- 
cuss the first of these, Psalms 1 
to 41.

Submitting to 
Jehovah’s Purposes

Please Read Psalms 1 to 14. 
This group of psalms introduces 
some of the major themes of the 
book of Psalms: the importance 
of the Law, prophecies about 
the coming Messianic King, and 
prayers for help in the face of 
severe pressures. Additionally, 
we learn that, despite the tempo- 
rary ascendancy of the wicked, 
the righteous will be blessed.
♦ 2:1—What “empty thing” did 
the nations keep “muttering”?

The nations kept “muttering” (or, 
“meditating on”) the perpetuation of 
their own authority, instead of ac- 
cepting Jehovah’s Anointed One. 
These words had an application in 
the first century C.E., when Roman 
and Jewish authorities worked to- 
gether to kill Jehovah’s anointed 
King, Jesus Christ. (Acts 4:26-28) 
However, the major fulfillment has 
been since 1914, when all the na- 
tions have rejected God’s en- 
throned King and have tried to pro- 
mote their own sovereignty.
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what he once professed to be. Per- 
haps he once displayed wisdom 
and did things that were good. But 
he had left that behind, becoming 
apostate. King Saul was one who 
left the course of wisdom, showing 
hatred for David. (1 Samuel, chap- 
ter 18) Some scholars even feel 
that David made this reference in 
Psalm 36 with Saul in mind.
♦ 40:6—What is meant by the 
words, ‘My ears you opened up’?

This could mean that Jehovah 
caused David’s ears to be attuned 
to God’s directions, or even that 
Jehovah created ears with which 
David could hear His commands. 
Interestingly, in the Septuagint 
these words are rendered: “You 
prepared a body for me.” Whatever 
the source of this translation, it car- 
ries the same basic idea as the 
Hebrew. That is, it stresses the 
need for obedience. (Compare 
1 Samuel 15:22; Hosea 6:6.) Paul 
applied this verse to Jesus Christ. 
(Hebrews 10:510־) Since Paul 
used the Septuagint rendering, the 
phrase “you prepared a body for 
me” is now a part of “all Scripture” 
that “is inspired of God.”—2 Timo־ 
thy 3:16.

Lesson for Us: Psalm 37 con- 
tains many lessons for us, living 
as we do in the midst of a wick- 
ed generation. Even though evil- 
doers prosper, we should not be 
envious and try to imitate them. 
Rather, we should “keep silent 
before Jehovah,” not finding fault 
but, rather, calmly trusting in him 
to act in our behalf in his own 
time.— Psalm 37:5, 7.

Yes, the Psalms offer many in- 
spiring and comforting words. 
These first 41 psalms have 
shown repeatedly that, however 
difficult our circumstances may 
be, Jehovah will not abandon us. 
Surely, after reading them, we 
should be moved to echo the 
words that conclude Psalm 41: 
“Blessed be Jehovah the God of 
Israel from time indefinite even 
to time indefinite. Amen and 
Amen.”

is Jehovah’s holy spirit, or active 
force. As our words and breath is- 
sue from our mouths simultaneous- 
ly, so Jehovah’s word, or command, 
is here coupled with his breath, or 
spirit. God used his holy spirit when 
creating the sun, moon, and stars, 
that is, all the figurative army of the 
material heavens.—Compare Gen- 
esis 1:1, 2.

Lesson for Us: At Psalm 26:5, 
David said he had hated the con- 
gregation of evildoers. Jehovah’s 
Witnesses today similarly avoid 
association with evildoers. (1 Co- 
rinthians 15:33) Just as David 
showed great interest in God’s 
house, these true Christians are 
delighted to associate with one 
another in Jehovah’s organi- 
zation.— Psalm 26:6-8; 122:1.

“Blessed Be Jehovah”
Read Psalms 35 to 41. Out- 

standing in this group are 
Psalm 36, identifying Jehovah as 
the Source of life, and Psalm 37, 
assuring us of the eventual re- 
wards for the teachable ones. 
Especially noteworthy, too, is 
Psalm 40, containing expres- 
sions prophetic of Jesus Christ.
♦ 35:19—Why would David’s en- 
emies “wink the eye”?

The Hebrew text literally calls 
them “my enemies [in] falsehood.” 
That is, their hatred stemmed from 
impure motives. David had done 
nothing to deserve their enmity, 
and he prayed that they might have 
no occasion to rejoice or exult over 
him. (Verse 19a) Then, he asked 
that his malicious foes would have 
no reason to “wink the eye,” for 
such literal winking would give evi- 
dence that they were gloating over 
the success of their evil schemes. 
(Proverbs 10:10; 16:29, 30) Jesus 
quoted this verse and applied it to 
those who hated him.—John 15: 
24, 25.
♦ 36:3— Did such wicked ones 
once have insight?

The implication is that there was 
a change in such a person’s con- 
duct and that he no longer was

Lesson for Us: The apostle 
Paul quotes Psalm 22:22 and ap- 
plies it to the way Jesus Christ 
takes the lead among his anoint- 
ed brothers in declaring Je- 
hovah’s name. (Hebrews 2: 
11,12) Psalm 22:27 points to the 
time when “all the families of the 
nations” will join Jehovah’s peo- 
pie in praising him. Today, a 
vast, international crowd wor- 
ships God along with Jesus’ 
brothers. (Revelation 7:9) We 
should stay close to this divinely 
organized arrangement.

Jehovah’s Great Power
Read Psalms 25 to 34. In 

Psalms 25 and 26, David de- 
Clares his desire to walk in his 
integrity. There then follow ex- 
pressions of courageous trust in 
Jehovah and, in Psalm 33, a mag- 
nificent description of Jehovah’s 
power.
♦ 28:8— Who is Jehovah’s 
“anointed one”?

In this verse the “anointed one” is 
Jehovah’s chosen people, as seen 
from the parallel line “Jehovah is 
a strength to his people.” These 
words have a prophetic import sim- 
ilar to those of Habakkuk 3:13. 
They point to Jehovah’s saving his 
anointed remnant at the battle of 
Armageddon.
♦ 29:5, 6— How does the voice of 
Jehovah break the cedars?

In this psalm the power of Jeho- 
vah is graphically portrayed by lik- 
ening his voice to a thunderstorm. 
The storm travels from Lebanon in 
the north to the southern desert 
regions, inspiring awe as it goes. 
(Verse 9b) Its winds agitate the 
cedars of Lebanon, making them 
“skip about like a calf,” and its 
lightnings strike some trees down, 
‘breaking them.’ Similarly, the storm 
winds ‘make the wilderness writhe’ 
(verse 8), whipping up the sands of 
the desert so that they seem to be 
writhing in agony.
♦ 33:6—What is ‘the spirit of Je- 
hovah’s mouth’?

The spirit, or breath, here meant
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Guard Your M outh!
thought is given to w hat is being said, 
both the speaker and his listeners can be 
hurt. The inspired w riter declares: ״There 
exists the one speaking thoughtlessly as 
with the stabs of a sword.”—Proverbs 
12:18.

Indicating ju s t how bad thoughtless 
speech can be, the Bible book of Jam es 
states: ״How little a fire it takes to set so 
great a woodland on fire! Well, the tongue 
is a fire. The tongue is constitu ted  a world 
of unrighteousness among our members, 
for it spots up all the body and sets the 
wheel of natu ra l life aflame and it is set 
aflame by G ehenna.”—Jam es 3:5, 6.

Gehenna draws its name from the Val- 
ley of Hinnom situated to the south and 
southwest of Jerusalem . At tim es in Isra- 
el's history, fires continually burned there 
to consume the city’s refuse, m aking Ge- 
henna a fitting  symbol of to tal destrue- 
tion. How, though, could an unbridled 
tongue be ״set aflame by Gehenna?” A 
person who speaks lies, promotes God- 
dishonoring teachings, or otherwise mis- 
uses the tongue can cause both him self 
and others to lose God’s favor. The result? 
Eternal destruction! For example, Jesus 
Christ told the Pharisees: ״Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because 
you traverse sea and dry land to make one 
proselyte, and when he becomes one you 
make him a subject for Gehenna twice as 
much so as yourselves.”—M atthew 23:15.

The Bible therefore gives us th is practi- 
cal advice: ״The heart of the righteous one 
meditates so as to answ er.” (Proverbs 15: 
28) It is much better to th ink  about w hat 
you are going to say, ra the r than  b lu rt out 
something th a t may well do harm!

IT CAN be as sharp and destructive as a 
weapon of war. But it can also be as 

sweet as honey and as soothing as balm. 
I t can bring  about life, and it can bring 
about death. Thus the Bible describes the 
faculty of hum an speech.—Proverbs 12: 
18; 16:24; 18:21.

No wonder, then, th a t Solomon said: 
 The one guarding his mouth is keeping״
his soul. The one opening wide his lips 
—he will have ru in .” (Proverbs 13:3) A 
ruined reputation, h u rt feelings, strained 
relations, and even physical harm —all of 
these are the possible results of foolish 
speech. Doubtless, though, you are one 
who w ants to ‘keep his soul.’ How can you 
learn  to guard your mouth and avoid po- 
ten tia l ru in?

“In the Abundance of Words . . . ”
One simple way is not to talk  too much! 

Perhaps you have been around a man or a 
woman who seems to have something to 
say on every m atter. How irrita tin g  such 
a person can be! ״The m outh of the stupid 
ones bubbles forth  w ith foolishness,” and 
 the foolish one speaks many words,” says״
the Bible. (Proverbs 15:2; Ecclesiastes 10: 
14) Of course, th is does not mean th a t 
every talkative person is a fool or tha t 
everyone who speaks little  is wise. But it 
is dangerous to ta lk  incessantly. Proverbs 
10:19 puts it th is way: ״In the abundance 
of words there does not fail to be trans- 
gression, bu t the one keeping his lips in 
check is acting discreetly.”

Meditate Before Answering
A nother way to guard your mouth is to 

th ink  before you speak. W hen no fore­
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Do you tend to interrupt 
others or to say som ething  

on every subject?

selves. But people saw them  going and 
many got to know it, and from all the 
cities they ran  there together on foot and 
got ahead of them .” From the vantage 
point of the crowds, th is  surely seemed the 
righ t tim e for words of comfort! From  
the perspective of Jesus and his disciples, 
however, the tim ing seemed less than  ad- 
vantageous. “Well, on getting  out [of the 
boat], he saw a great crowd, but he was 
moved with pity for them , because they 
were as sheep w ithout a shepherd. And 
he started  to teach them  m any th in g s.” 
(Mark 6:31-34) Yes, Jesus guarded his 
mouth. He knew when to speak and when 
to be silen t.—Compare M atthew 26:63; 
27:12-14.

You, too, can le a rn  to  g u ard  your 
mouth. Make a personal effort to avoid 
ta lk in g  too m uch. Avoid th o u g h tle ss  
speech th a t can h u rt your reputation  and 
th a t of others. And watch for opportuni- 
ties to share w ith others a beneficial “word 
a t its righ t tim e.” Doing so will help you 
‘keep your soul.’—Proverbs 13:3.

“A Word at Its Right Time”
Speaking a t the righ t tim e is yet anoth- 

er way to guard your mouth. Observed 
Solomon: “For everything there is an ap- 
pointed tim e . . .  a tim e to keep quiet and 
a tim e to speak.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1, 7) 
W hen your m ate seems exhausted from 
a long day of secular work or domestic 
chores, is th a t necessarily the  tim e to 
burden him  or her w ith m inor problems or 
dem ands? Perhaps th is is the “tim e to 
keep quiet.”

On the other hand, there  is “a tim e to 
speak.” We read a t Proverbs 15:23: “A 
word a t its righ t tim e is 0  how good!” Do 
you know someone who is weighed down 
with problems and troubles? M ight not a 
well-timed word of encouragem ent be just 
w hat th a t person needs?

Jesus C hrist never failed to seize an 
opportunity  to encourage others. Once he 
told his disciples: “Come, you yourselves, 
privately into a lonely place and res t up a 
b it.” The account adds: “So off they went 
in the boat for a lonely place to them ­
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Fulfilling Isaiah’s Prophecy
to another area along the shore to help 
the people there.

The disciple Matthew notes tha t Je- 
sus’ activ ity fulfills “what was spoken 
through Isaiah the prophet.” Then M at- 
thew quotes the prophecy that Jesus 
fulfills, namely:

“Look! My servant whom I chose, my 
beloved, whom my soul approved! I will 
put my spirit upon him, and what justice 
is he will make clear to the nations. He 
will not wrangle, nor cry aloud, nor will 
anyone hear his voice in the broad 
ways. No bruised reed will he crush, 
and no smoldering flaxen w ick will he

AFTER Jesus learns that the Phar- 
isees and party followers of Her- 
od plan to kill him, he and his 

discip les w ithdraw  to the Sea of Galilee. 
Here great crowds from all over Pales- 
tine, and even from outside its borders, 
flock to him. He cures many, with the 
result tha t all those with grievous dis- 
eases press forward to touch him.

Because the crowds are so large, Je- 
sus tells his disciples to have a boat 
continually at his service. By pulling 
aw ay from  shore, he can keep the 
crowds from pressing in upon him. He 
can teach them from the boat or travel



Jesus’ Ministry

extinguish, until he sends out justice 
with success. Indeed, in his name na- 
tions will hope.”

Jesus, of course, is the beloved 
servant of whom God approves. And 
Jesus makes clear what is true jus- 
tice, which is being obscured by false 
religious traditions. Because of their 
unjust application of God’s law, the 
Pharisees will not even come to a 
sick person’s aid on the Sabbath! So, 
making clear God’s justice, Jesus re- 
lieves people of the burden of unjust 
traditions, for which religious leaders 
try to kill him.

What does it mean tha t ‘he will not 
wrangle, nor raise his voice so as to 
be heard in the broad ways’? Well, 
when curing people, Jesus ‘s tric tly  
charges them not to make him mani- 
test.’ He does not want noisy adver- 
tising of himself in the streets or to 
have excited reports passed from 
mouth to mouth and distorted.

Also, Jesus carries his comforting 
message to persons who are figura- 
tively like a bruised reed, bent over 
and knocked underfoot. They are like 
a smoldering flaxen wick, whose last 
spark of life has nearly been smoth- 
ered. Jesus does not c ru sh  the  
bruised reed or quench the flicker- 
ing, smoking flax. But w ith tender- 
ness and love he skillfu lly lifts  up the 
meek. Truly, Jesus is the one in whom 
the nations can hope! Matthew 12: 
15-21; Mark 3:7-12; Isaiah 42:1-4 .
♦ How does Jesus make justice clear, not 
wrangling or raising his voice in the broad 
ways?
♦ Who are like a bruised reed and a flaxen 
wick, and how does Jesus treat them?



GUADELOUPE
‘The Island of Beautiful W aters”

of Riviere Salee. Five other smaller 
islands and some islets make up th is 
French overseas d4partement, or ad- 
m inistrative d istrict.

Before Christopher Columbus dis- 
covered it in 1493 and gave it the 
present name of Guadeloupe, the na- 
tive Caribs called it Karukera—Is- 
land of Beautiful W aters. Undoubted- 
ly, they had in mind the num erous 
rivers, stream s, and waterfalls on the 
islands. Today, th a t nam e is even

Gu a d e l o u p e , lo c a te d  som e
300 miles (480 km) southeast of 

Puerto  Rico, is a group of islands at 
about the middle of the Lesser An- 
tilles island chain. On the map, the 
two m ain islands look something like 
a butterfly  with outstretched wings. 
The m ountainous Basse-Terre, with 
its  dorm ant volcano Soufriere, is on 
the west, and the low-lying Grande 
Terre is on the east. The two islands 
are separated by the narrow  channel



mild, tropical evenings, passersby and 
neighbors enjoyed listen ing  to God’s W ord 
being discussed in the  open.

But during one such talk a band of 
Catholic boy scouts suddenly appeared. 
Surrounding the speaker, they began to 
blow their bugles and beat on some large 
kettles, try ing  to drown out the speaker’s 
voice. Realizing w hat was going on, the 
speaker calmly went on with his talk  but 
only by gesturing and moving his lips. 
Soon, the scouts, running  out of breath, 
gave up and left. And the bro ther w ent on 
with his talk  as planned.

The Flow Quickened
Over the years a num ber of m issionaries 

were sent to Guadeloupe to help the little 
group of zealous local publishers. Initially, 
the language barrie r lim ited them  in w hat 
they could do. In the mid-1950’s, however, 
French-speaking m issionaries began to ar- 
rive, and the work moved ahead.

Because of strong religious opposition, 
however, many who accepted the Bible’s 
tru th  had to take the ir s tand  w ith unusual 
determ ination. This was the case w ith one 
woman who had to be baptized in the sea 
under the cloak of darkness a t five o’clock

more appropriate because of the abundant 
w aters of tru th  flowing to the 328,000 
inhabitants. Though predom inantly Cath- 
olic, many of these courteous and hospita- 
ble folk are eagerly tak ing  in the pure 
w aters of tru th  from  God’s Word, the 
Bible.

Waters of Truth Started to Flow
The first trickle of w aters of tru th  be- 

gan to flow in Guadeloupe in 1938, just 
prior to the  outbreak of W orld W ar II. 
Cyril W inston and his family came from 
the neighboring island of Dominica and 
started  to preach the good news to the 
islanders. Soon 5 persons began to meet 
regularly, and by June  1940 the first con- 
gregation was organized, w ith about 15 
people a ttend ing  the weekly Watchtower 
Study in French.

W orld W ar II, however, brought strong 
pressure from the German-controlled gov- 
ernm ent in France. D uring th a t tim e an 
entire shipm ent of lite ra tu re  from Brook- 
lyn was burned a t the docks upon arrival, 
and ties w ith headquarters in Brooklyn 
were severed. B rother W inston became 
seriously ill and had to re tu rn  to Domini- 
ca, where he died three m onths later. The 
flow of w aters of tru th  were a t 
a low ebb; it was a difficult 
tim e for the small group of 
Christians.

A fter the war, the bro thers 
resumed th e ir work the best 
they could. In order to reach 
as many people as possible, 
they tried  pu tting  on Bible 
talks in public places in the 
evenings. The speaker would 
give his talk  stand ing  up on 
som ething high, w ith the peo- 
pie gathered around in a cir- 
cle. A nother b ro th e r would 
provide the light by holding 
up a homemade torch. In  the
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ing for someone to help them  understand  
it. A neighbor told them  th a t he could 
contact a cousin, a “Jehovah’s ,” who would 
be glad to help them. T hat was the  first 
time they had ever heard of God’s name.

The cousin sent them  some copies of the 
Awake! magazine, which they not only 
enjoyed reading themselves bu t also dis- 
tributed to others in the  village. W hen 
they learned th a t an assembly was being 
held near Pointe-a-Pitre, they w ent to it 
and told the circuit overseer: “We have 
come to th is assembly, and we would like 
to be baptized.” Of course, they  were 
warmly welcomed but were also helped to 
understand th a t certain  steps m ust be 
taken and changes made before qualifying 
for baptism. So arrangem ents were made 
to help them , and they were baptized a t 
the next assembly.

Experiences such as these brought g rea t 
joy and encouragem ent to the brothers. 
The w aters of tru th  continued to flow, and 
by 1960, there was a to ta l of 251 Kingdom 
proclaimers in Guadeloupe.

A Challenge Taken Up
A big problem in th is small island has 

been finding facilities large enough for 
assemblies. For a long tim e, there  were 
only two sites available. The b ro thers 
s tro n g ly  d e s ire d  to  hold  a ssem b lie s  
throughout the  island so th a t the  w aters 
of tru th  could reach more people.

Finally, the brothers decided to  build 
the ir own facility. They designed, and 
contributed enough funds for, a portable 
s tructu re  made of steel pipes and sheet 
metal, large enough to accommodate 700 
people. W hen they used the ir own “assem- 
bly hall” for the first tim e in Basse-Terre 
in January  1966, an en thusiastic crowd of 
907 came. The “hall” was too small from 
the start!

W ith th is new provision, it has become 
possible to hold assemblies even in some

in  the  m orning. This woman and her hus- 
band s ta rted  to study the Bible together. 
B ut when neighbors began to pressure 
them , the husband gave up the study for 
fear of losing them  as custom ers at his 
little  fam ily grocery store. The woman 
continued and made fine progress. Soon, 
however, tension became so strong th a t 
her husband th rea tened  to kill her.

One evening, she found a knife hidden 
under her husband’s pillow, and his a tti- 
tude, she felt, left her w ith no doubt as to 
his in ten tions. Sensing th a t her life was 
in  danger, she fled to  the  home of a 
W itness family, walking about ten  miles 
(16 km ) through tropical forest and ba- 
nana plantations. While in hiding from 
her husband, she asked to be baptized, 
saying: “If I have to face death because of 
my faith , I w ant to be counted among 
Jehovah’s people!” L ater th is faithful sis- 
te r  took up full-tim e service and has been 
a special pioneer for the  last 24 years. 
Though she has lost her fleshly family on 
account of her faith, she has gained a 
large sp iritual family, as promised by Je- 
sus a t M atthew  19:29. She has helped 
about 35 people to dedication and baptism.

The w aters of tru th  reach out in unex- 
pected ways. Two Catholic men in a re- 
mote no rthern  village obtained a Bible. 
They began reading it daily and were look­

In Our Next Issue
■ Do You Walk

in the Savior’s Footsteps?

■ Why I Gave Up the Idea of
Going to Heaven

■ A Woman’s Honorable Role
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Ever-Increasing Flow of 
Waters of Truth

Back in 1954 when the branch in Gua- 
deloupe was first established, there were 
128 Kingdom publishers. Now th a t num- 
ber has grown to over 4,500. That means 
th a t about one in every 72 persons in 
Guadeloupe is a w itness of Jehovah. And 
in Pointe-a-Pitre, the principal city, the 
figure is one in every 29—undoubtedly 
one of the best ratios in the  world!

These faithful ones have been busy dis- 
pensing the w aters of tru th , conducting 
more than  7,300 home Bible studies w ith 
in terested ones throughout the territo ry . 
Their efforts were blessed when 12,553 
gathered in 1986 to commemorate the 
death of the Lord Jesus Christ. Truly, the 
brothers in Guadeloupe feel th a t Jehovah 
God is ‘rocking’ the ir islands to gather 
“the desirable th in g s” toge ther.—Haggai 
2:7.

The “island of beautiful w aters” is be- 
coming more beautiful than  ever in a spir- 
itual way. Many are those responding to 
the call: “Come!” and who are tak ing  in 
“life’s w ater free.”—Revelation 22:17.

of the outlying islands. This 
has given real im petus to the 
dispensing of w aters of tru th  
in many areas. Im agine the 
reaction of the  local people in 
Grand Bourg, a little  town of 
about 6,000 people on the is- 
land of M arie G alante, when 
they were “invaded” by th ree 
boats carrying about a thou- 
sand  conven tioneers  along 
w ith the ir luggage and other 
gear. I t  was a sigh t never 
seen before—a long line of 
people m arch ing  from  th e  
w harf through the town to 
the assembly site. This gave 
a fine w itness to the  local people, and 
today there  are th ree  zealous congrega- 
tions on th is  island.

Over the  years, the  “hall” had been 
enlarged m any tim es. Eventually, it be- 
came a 30-ton s tructu re , covering about 
32,000 square feet (3,000 sq m), with a 
seating capacity of 5,000. Obviously, it 
was a trem endous ta sk  transporting , set- 
ting  up, and tak ing  down all the equip- 
m ent each tim e an assem bly was held. 
To complicate m atters , it was becoming 
harder and harder to find suitable loca- 
tions a t which to set up the  portable “hall” 
because vacant land was rapidly taken up 
by building projects. I t  appeared th a t the 
only solution was to find a perm anent 
place for the “hall.”

Once more Jehovah provided for the 
needs of the brothers. A centrally  located 
piece of property  of over half a million 
square feet (50,000 sq m) became avail- 
able. W ith  generous contributions from 
all the  congregations in the  islands, the 
site was purchased in 1979. I t became 
a perm anen t cen ter of tru e  worship for 
Guadeloupe.
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Do You Remember?
self. (Acts 5 :2 9 ; John 17:17) 
— 6/15, page 31.

□ Is black skin color the result 
of a divine curse placed upon 
Canaan and his descendants?
No. The black race descend- 
ed not from Canaan but from 
Cush and poss ib ly  Put. No 
curse was placed upon either 
o f these tw o  g randsons  of 
Noah. (Genesis 9 :24 , 25; 10: 
1 ,6 )— 7/1, page 4.

□ What did Jesus mean when 
he spoke of hating one’s own 
family members and even one- 
self? (Luke 14:26)
Jesus m eant th a t in com - 
parison to one’s love for God 
and devo tion  to  C hris t, the  
re la tionsh ip  to one ’s re la- 
tives m ight seem like hatred. 
(Compare M atthew  12:46-50.) 
— 7/1, page 27.

□ How was Jesus “Lord of the 
sabbath,” as stated at Mat- 
thew 12:8?
Jesus w as re fe rring  to his 
peacefu l K ingdom  ru le  o f a 
thousand  years. Th is g rea t 
Sabbath rule of· Christ will be 
a time of rest from  all suffer- 
ing and o p p re ss io n .— 7 /15 , 
page 9.

□ Why is it unwise for a child 
to set his own goals in life?
C hild ren ’s experience  is too 
lim ited for them to set their 
own goals in life. If parents 
do not help them to set such 
goals, someone else will — per- 
haps children at school or the 
school counse lo r. C h ris tian  
parents can help their children 
to set goals tha t harm onize 
w ith their appreciation for spir- 
itual th ings.— 8/1, page 28.

hovah to fail. (Isaiah 14:24) 
— 5/15, page 4.

□ How can we show humility 
when publicly praying on be- 
half of others?
We can show  hum ility  by 
the tone of our vo ice— never 
sounding bom bastic or theatri- 
cal. We should never demand 
that Jehovah do certain things. 
Rather, we should petition Je- 
hovah in harm ony w ith  his 
will, and our expressions al- 
ways ought to be respect- 
ful and dignified, recognizing 
our own insignificance. (M at- 
thew 6 :5 ; Isaiah 6 6 :2 )— 5/15, 
pages 21 ,22 .

□ How can a Christian main- 
tain a positive attitude under 
persecution?
He should never allow his mind 
to dwell on negative th ings. 
Rather, he needs to m editate 
on what other fa ithfu l servants 
of Jehovah did in times of trial. 
They had com plete fa ith and 
confidence in Jehovah, trust- 
ing in his ability to resurrect 
and reward them. (Revelation 
2 :10 ) Similarly, the persecut- 
ed Christian today can keep 
clearly in mind his hope in Je- 
hovah’s righteous new system. 
(C om pare Hebrews 12:2 .) 
— 6/1, page 30.

□ On what one important mat- 
ter did Hus, Wycliffe, and Lu- 
ther agree?
They all agreed tha t G od ’s 
Word had to come first, no 
m atter what the opinions of 
men. The first Christians held 
th is same enlightened view- 
point because they had been 
taught by Jesus Christ him ­

Have you found the recent is- 
sues o f The W a tc h to w e r  to be 
o f p ractica l value? Then see if 
you can recall the fo llow ing:

□ Why can it be said that the 
Bible is a book for all mankind?
Right from  its beginning, the 
B ible p resents a w orld view 
when it com es to m ankind ’s 
future. (Genesis 1 :28) It tran- 
scends all racial prejudice, na- 
tiona lism , and o the r d iv is ive 
fo rces tha t plague m ankind. It 
speaks to people of all nations 
and speaks of the earth as one 
large home for the entire hu- 
man race. (Acts 1 7 :2 6 )— 4/15, 
page 5.

□ What did Jesus mean when 
he said: “ If, then, your eye is 
simple, your whole body will be 
bright”? (Matthew 6:22)
The w ord  “s im p le ” is from  
a Greek word tha t basica lly 
means singleness of mind or 
d evo tion  to  a purpose . By 
m aking the doing of G od’s will 
our goal in life, we will seek to 
re flect the g lorious good news 
about the K ingdom  in every 
a spec t o f our lives. — 5 /1 , 
pages 12, 13.

□ What is meant by Jehovah’s 
being omnipotent and omni- 
scient?
Jehovah  to ld  A b raham : “ I 
am God A lm igh ty .” (G enesis 
17 :1) Being a lm ig h ty— om nip- 
o te n t— Jehovah can use his 
power to overcom e any obsta- 
cle to  the fu lfillm e n t o f his 
prom ises and purposes. Jeho- 
vah is a lso a ll-know ing , a ll- 
w ise — o m n isc ien t. He thus  
can foresee whatever he w ish- 
es to foresee. These two qual- 
ities make it im possible for Je­
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Q uestions From  R eaders
■ Who or what is pictured by “Leviathan” of Isaiah 27:1? Jehovah. And it will fully be cut 

down when, accompanied by an- 
gelic warriors, Jesus rides forth 
with "a sharp long sword, that he 
may strike the nations with it.” 
— Revelation 19:11-16.

So even though in one respect 
Satan can be spoken of as the 
Leviathan of Isaiah 27:1, that 
prophecy includes more than “the 
original serpent.” It focuses par- 
ticularly on the visible earthly or- 
ganization dominated by him. 
Thus, The W atchtower mentioned 
above could point readers to the 
time when “the present wicked 
system over which Satan the Dev- 
il has dominated as its god, 
will not exist. Jehovah will have 
turned his attention to the sym- 
bolic Leviathan, the gliding, 
crooked serpent that is in the 
midst of the sea of humanity. He 
and the nations, and even unions 
of nations, will be gone.”

— Hebrews 2:14; Revelation 20: 
1-3, 10.

Recall, though, that the immedi- 
ate enemies facing ancient Israel 
were visible national opposers, 
such as Egypt, Assyria, and Bab- 
ylon. Similarly today, God’s Chris- 
tian servants worldwide are con- 
fronted by tangible opposers 
amid the restless sea of mankind 
alienated from God. (Revelation 
17:1, 15) Satan controls a world- 
wide organization that he uses to 
obstruct those “who observe the 
commandments of God and have 
the work of bearing witness to 
Jesus.” (Revelation 12:17) This 
Devil-dominated organization has 
proved to be sly and fierce, like a 
leviathan. Yet, early in this centu- 
ry this “Leviathan” lost its control 
over spiritual Israel, namely, the 
anointed Christian witnesses of

Isaiah 27:1 reads: “In that day 
Jehovah, with his hard and great 
and strong sword, will turn his at- 
tention to Leviathan, the gliding 
serpent, even to Leviathan, the 
crooked serpent, and he will cer- 
tainly kill the sea monster that is 
in the sea” We understand this 
prophecy to apply to both Satan 
the Devil and his wicked organi- 
zation on earth.

The W atchtower of October 15, 
1985, explained that Isaiah chap- 
ter 27 is a restoration prophecy. 
Its initial fulfillment involved the 
ancient nation of Israel, which 
would be restored to its homeland 
after 70 years of captivity in Bab- 
ylon. Though most of the exiles 
were from Babylon, some would 
return from Egypt and the territo- 
ry of Assyria. Jehovah God deter- 
mined that his people should be 
freed, so such nations could not 
stop him through independent 
or combined efforts. They might 
have seemed to humans to be 
powerful and wily, like an ancient 
Leviathan (probably a crocodile), 
yet Jehovah would succeed in be- 
half of ancient Israel.— Compare 
Job 41:1-34.

What, though, would “Levia- 
than” picture in a larger fulfill- 
ment of Isaiah chapter 27? Un- 
derstandably, Satan the Devil 
comes to mind, for Revelation 
12:9 describes him as “the great 
dragon” and “the original serpent ” 
He has long been an enemy of 
God and His people. Furthermore, 
the Scriptures make plain that 
Satan will meet his end. God 
has set a day to exercise his pow- 
er through his Son to eliminate 
the Devil. So that “dragon” or 
“serpent” will be cut down as 
with a great and strong sword.

Annual Meeting
October 4, 1986

THE ANNUAL MEETING of the members of the Watch Tower Bi- 
ble and Tract Society of Pennsylvania on October 4, 1986, will be 
held at the Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 2932 Kennedy 
Boulevard, Jersey City, New Jersey. A preliminary meeting of the 
members only will be held at 9:30 a.m., followed by the general an- 
nual meeting at 10:00 a.m., Saturday, October 4, 1986.

It will be appreciated if the members of the Corporation will in- 
form the Secretary’s Office of any change in their mailing address- 
es during the past year so that the regular letters of notice and 
proxies can reach them shortly after August 15.

The proxies, which will be sent to the members along with the no- 
tice of the annual meeting, are to be returned so as to reach the Of- 
fice of the Secretary of the Society not later than September 1. 
As each member knows, he should complete and return his proxy 
promptly, stating whether he is going to be at the meeting person- 
ally or not. The information given on each proxy should be definite 
on this point, as it will be relied upon in determining in advance 
those who will actually be personally present.

It is expected that the entire session, including the formal busi- 
ness meeting and reports, will be concluded by 1:00 p.m. or shortly 
thereafter. There will be no afternoon session. Due to limited space, 
admission will be by ticket only. No arrangements will be made for 
tying in the annual meeting by telephone lines to other locations.
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w
ages ten and seven relate how the books 
Listening to the Great Teacher and Your 
Youth— Getting the Best out of It have 
been a great help.

 When it is necessary to correct our״
children,״ they write, ״we talk with them 
and determine what seems to be the 
problem, for example, possibly not 
showing love for a sibling or lack of 
respect for us as parents. Then we send 
them off to read, in the privacy of their 
own room, an appropriate chapter from 
one of these two books. We also assign 
them to look up certain scriptures and 
read them.״

The result? ״When they come out to tell us that they are finished and ready to review the 
chapter and the scriptures with Daddy or Mommy, what a change!״ Regarding their 
seven-year-old, who is inclined to be very strong-willed, they write: ״Even though she might 
angrily stomp down the hallway to her room, she comes out smiling and says, T can see that 
I was wrong. I am sorry!'״

How D o You 
Correct Your 
Children?
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