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THE PURPOSE OF “THE WATCHTOWER” is 
to exalt Jehovah God as the Sovereign of the 
universe. It keeps watch on world events as 
they fulfill Bible prophecy. It comforts all peo- 
pies with the good news that God’s Kingdom 
will soon destroy those who oppress their 
fellowmen and that it will turn the earth into a 
paradise. It encourages faith in the now- 
reigning King, Jesus Christ, whose shed blood 
opens the way for mankind to gain eternal life. 
“The Watchtower,” published by Jehovah’s 
Witnesses continuously since 1879, is nonpo- 
litical. It adheres to the Bible as its authority.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

September 7: Youths— Do Not Be Deceived. 
Page 10. Songs to Be Used: 221, 157.

September 14: Youths Who Make Jehovah’s Heart 
Glad. Page 15. Songs to Be Used: 164, 183.



Are the
Dead
Alive?

What 
Men Say

have their sins purged in purgatory before 
eventually reaching heaven but th a t the 
incorrigibly wicked go to a fiery hell. Most 
P ro testan ts believe th a t the good go to 
heaven and the bad are torm ented in hell, 
and many are convinced th a t this is what 
the Bible teaches. Some people who have 
had near-death experiences are convinced 
th a t something survives the body a t death.

Although religions vary in the ir specific 
ideas about an afterlife, most of them  have 
this one th ing in common—the belief th a t 
the dead are alive.

Death certainly is a te rrib le  enemy, 
striking down people of all races—rich and 
poor, young and old. As the Bible says: 
“You are a m ist appearing for a little while 
and th en  d isappearing .” (Jam es 4:14) 
Every day m ultitudes lose dear ones in 
death.

Hence, many people wonder: ‘W here 
have they gone? Are they really dead or 
are they still alive somewhere? Will we 
ever see them  again? W here can we find 
tru th fu l answ ers?’

THE old black woman looked very sick- 
ly. Her feet h u rt so much she could 

hardly walk. Her appearance was strange 
—her hair was daubed with red clay, she 
wore several scarves, and her hands and 
feet were adorned with charm s. Why? Be- 
cause for over 50 years she had believed 
th a t she was possessed by her ancestral 
spirits. W itch doctors had prescribed the 
clay, scarves, and charm s to “cure” her.

A rare belief? Not really. In Africa alone, 
the lives of countless people revolve around 
the belief th a t dead ancestors have the 
power “to protect the ir descendants or to 
chastise them  w ith m inor illness or misfor- 
tune ,” as the book African Heritage puts it. 
Similar ancestor worship is practiced in 
m any other parts of the world. Surprising 
as it may seem, such worship likely has 
som ething in common with religious be- 
liefs where you live. How so?

Hindus and others believe in reincarna- 
tion. S p iritists  believe th a t one can con- 
tac t the dead through mediums. Catholics 
are taugh t th a t a t death most people m ust
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Are the
Dead Alive?
What GodS

An Earth-Wide Deception
It all started  w ith the first lie ever told. 

The historical account in the Bible book of 
Genesis gives the details. It says: “As for 
the tree of the knowledge of good and bad 
you m ust not eat from it, for in the day 
you eat from it you will positively die.״ 
(Genesis 2:17) That was Jehovah God talk- 
ing to the first man, Adam. Now, com- 
pare this with Genesis 3 :1 4  ,where Satan ,־
speaking through the serpent, induced Eve 
to disobey God, saying: “You positively 
will not die.” So Satan contradicted w hat 
God had said. He thereby told the first lie, 
becoming “the father of the lie.”—John 
8:44; Revelation 12:9.

But Adam and Eve did die, and so have 
countless millions of others. How did the 
liar Satan get around tha t?  By later im- 
planting the idea tha t, although the body 
dies, something lives on. This subsequent- 
ly became a doctrine of ancient religions 
and was incorporated into Greek philoso- 
phy. Hence, belief in the im m ortality of 
the soul is almost universal. And to many

A LIGHTPLANE took off from a city in 
Southern Africa on a flight to a town 

about 250 miles (400 km) away. On board 
were the pilot and his young daughter, 
aged 12. W hen they tried  to make an 
emergency landing, the plane crashed, kill- 
ing both of them.

“Jehovah God alone knew my pain and 
loss, as well as the struggle I had to cope,” 
recalls Betty, the wife and mother. How 
did she manage? “I prayed constantly and 
incessantly for courage and strength  to 
cope myself so th a t I could help others to 
cope as well.” B etty  also drew much com- 
fort from w hat God says about the condi- 
tion of the dead and the hope of the resur- 
rection.

W hat does God say about the dead? The 
Bible answers: “The dead know nothing.” 
(Ecclesiastes 9:5, The Jerusalem Bible) So 
the dead are unconscious. It is as simple as 
tha t. Then why do most people believe the 
opposite? Because they have been duped by 
a colossal and ancient earth-wide hoax!
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That not all hum ans receive the g ran t of 
im m ortality is clear from the Bible’s many 
references to the soul’s dying. For exam- 
pie: “The soul th a t is sinn ing—it itself will 
die.” (Ezekiel 18:4, 20) “Indeed, any soul 
th a t does not listen to th a t Prophet will be 
completely destroyed from among the peo- 
pie.”—Acts 3:23.

Since we do not have im mortal souls, 
what happens when we die? We “sleep,” 
because due to C hrist’s ransom  sacrifice 
there is the hope of a resurrection. (1 Co- 
rin th ians 15:22) W hen Lazarus died Jesus 
said: “I am journeying there to awaken 
him from sleep.” Then he explained: “Laz- 
arus has died.” (John 11:11-14) Paul also 
spoke about those “who are sleeping in 
death.” (1 Thessalonians 4:13, 14; 1 Corin- 
thians 15:20) Well, then, if the dead are 
sleeping . . .

Will There Be an Awakening?
Consider this amazing scene: A crowd is 

gathered before a cave a t Bethany near 
Jerusalem . Jesus is there with Mary and 
M artha, sisters of Lazarus who has recent- 
ly died and whose body lies in a cave 
th a t is closed by a stone. “Take the stone 
aw ay,” orders Jesu s . M artha  objects: 
“Lord, by now he m ust smell, for it is four 
days.” But after a brief prayer Jesus cries 
out: “Lazarus, come on out!” And the m an 
Lazarus comes out! (John 11:38-44) Can 
you imagine the astonishm ent and joy of 
the crowd—especially of Mary and Mar- 
tha?

If Lazarus had been alive during those 
four days, would he not have revealed it to 
everybody? But there is no record th a t he 
spoke about any experience he had while 
dead, and further confirming th a t, the Bi- 
ble says, “The dead know noth ing .”—Ec- 
clesiastes 9:5, JB.

Lazarus’ case was not unique. At a place 
called Nain, Jesus m et the funeral cortege 
of a young man about to be buried. Jesus

who believe the ir dead loved ones are alive 
somewhere th is  is perhaps a comforting 
thought. However, the vital question is: Is 
it true?

Is Your Soul Immortal?
The word “im m ortality” appears three 

times in the Bible, all the occurrences be- 
ing in the C hristian Greek Scriptures. An 
exam ination of its  usage makes one thing 
clear: Man is not inherently  immortal.

Consider, for example, the apostle Paul’s 
words a t 1 Timothy 6:15, 16 where he 
describes Jesus C hrist as “the King of 
those who rule as kings and Lord of those 
who rule as lords, the one alone having 
im m ortality .” So how is Jesus distinct 
from all other “k ings” and “lords”? He is 
immortal; they are not.

True, im m ortality  is promised to those 
of C hrist’s followers who are called to 
reign w ith him  in the heavens. (1 Peter 
1:3, 4) Thus, a t 1 C orinthians 15:53, 54, 
we read: “This which is m ortal m ust put 
on im m ortality. B ut when . . . th is which 
is m ortal pu ts on im m ortality, then the 
saying will take place th a t is w ritten: 
‘Death is swallowed up forever.’” B ut no- 
tice th a t im m ortality  is “put on.” I t is 
a rew ard for faithful, chosen Christians. 
I t  is not som ething th a t all hum ans in- 
herit.

F urther, the  Bible does not say th a t 
man has or was given a soul. Rather, 
it says: “And Jehovah God proceeded to 
form  the  m an ou t of d u s t from  the 
ground and to blow into  his nostrils the 
breath of life, and the m an came to be a 
living soul.” (Genesis 2:7; compare 1 Co- 
r in th ia n s  15:45.) Being som eth ing  is 
quite d ifferent from having something. 
No one will contest the fact th a t being a 
dog is different from having a dog! Like- 
wise, being a soul is not the same as 
having a soul.
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—G alatians 5 :1 9 2 1 *.Revelation 21:8 ;־
W hat about those who claim to have 

had near-death  experiences? Does th a t 
not prove th a t the spirit or soul leaves 
the body a t death? George Gallup, Jr., 
U.S. public-opinion pollster, investigated 
this subject and published the resu lts  in 
Adventures in Immortality. Doctors and 
sc ien tis ts  who were in terv iew ed w ere 
skeptical about the validity of the near- 
death accounts. Said a M aryland biophys- 
icist: “These are the experiences of a mind 
in an abnormal state  physiologically . . . 
The brain is a very complex organ and it 
can play a lot of tricks when you m istreat 
i t—look a t the experiences with hallucino- 
genic drugs.” An Ohio psychiatrist: “These 
reports are fantasies or hallucinatory phe- 
nomena.” A Michigan scientist: “These are 
traum a-induced fantasies.”

Gallup came to the conclusion th a t near- 
death accounts do not “by any means con- 
stitu te what might be considered proof 
of im m ortality or the afterlife.” He adds: 
“They may be simply dram atic in ternal 
scenarios th a t are played out entirely in 
the minds of those who undergo physical 
traum as.” He also suggests th a t some reli- 
gious thinkers would explain such experi- 
ences as being “part of a demonic strategy 
to trick hum an beings.” W hat Jehovah 
God said long ago still stands: “The dead 
know nothing.”—Ecclesiastes 9:5, JB.

What Should You Do?
Beware of ideas or teachings based on 

Satan’s first lie—“you positively will not 
die.” (Genesis 3:1-5) Accept w hat God’s 
Word teaches, th a t when a m an dies “his 
thoughts do perish.” (Psalm 146:4) Accept, 
too, th a t the sleeping dead will rise during 
the glorious rule of God’s Kingdom, for

* See also the booklet Unseen Spirits—Do They 
Help Us? Or Do They Harm Us? published by the 
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, 
Inc.

said: “Young man, I say to you, Get up!” 
And w hat happened? “The dead man sat 
up and s ta rted  to speak.” (Luke 7:11-17) 
But, here again, did the young man say 
anything about a place where people go at 
death? No, for apparently he had simply 
been dead.

Jesus, Paul, Peter, Elijah, and Elisha all 
raised dead people. None of those who had 
once been dead said a word about life after 
death.

These m arvelous m iracles provide a 
foretaste of the only way th a t the vast 
m ajority of the dead can live again—by a 
resurrection back to life on earth  under 
God’s Kingdom. Said Jesus: “Do not mar- 
vel a t th is, because the hour is coming in 
which all those in the memorial tombs will 
hear [my] voice and come out.” (John 5: 
28, 29) That will be a most thrilling expe- 
rience for those privileged to live under 
C hrist’s Kingdom rule of a thousand years, 
now so near. (Revelation 20:4, 6) The res- 
urrection hope in itself proves th a t the 
dead cannot be alive. If people are to be 
resurrected, then  they m ust first become 
lifeless.

Some May Ask . . .
W hat about the claims of mediums and 

others th a t they receive messages from the 
dead? Does th is not prove th a t the dead 
are alive? No. Satan is very clever, an 
archdeceiver who often “masquerades as 
an angel of ligh t.” (2 Corinthians 11:14, 
The New English Bible) He and his demons 
can, and often do, masquerade as the spir- 
its of people who have died! Hence, Jeho- 
vah’s law to Israel clearly stated: “Anyone 
who consults a spirit medium . . .  or any- 
one who inquires of the dead . . .  is some- 
th ing  detestable to Jehovah.” (Deuterono- 
my 18:10-12) Jehovah also says th a t those 
who practice spiritism  “will not inherit 
God’s kingdom ” but will be destroyed.
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The widow who lost her loved ones in 
the plane crash was comforted by this 
thought: Since the dead know nothing, 
time, for them, is no more. So from their 
standpoint they awake a t the next in s tan t 
in an earthly paradise under God’s King- 
dom! She delights in helping others to 
know th a t soon “Jehovah will certainly 
wipe the tears from all faces.” (Isaiah 25:8) 
She looks forward to the day when, by 
means of the resurrection, her dead loved 
ones will come alive.

which many pray, when “there is going to 
be a resurrection of both the righteous and 
the unrighteous.”—Acts 24:15; M atthew 
6:9, 10.

The sickly woman m entioned in our first 
article rejoiced when she was told what 
God says about the dead and about de- 
ceitful demon spirits. She destroyed her 
charm s and other sp iritistic  items and in 
a few days felt much better. She is now 
helping others to break free from demon 
worship.
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What Is Lawful on 
the Sabbath?

IT IS on another Sabbath that Jesus visits a 
synagogue near the Sea of Galilee. Present is 
a man with a withered right hand. The scribes 

and the Pharisees are watching closely to see 
whether Jesus will heal him. Finally they ask: 
it lawful to cure on the sabbath?”

The Jewish religious leaders believe that 
healing is lawful on the Sabbath only if life is 
in danger. They teach, for example, that on 
the Sabbath it is unlawful to set a bone or 
bandage a sprain. So the scribes and 
the Pharisees are questioning Jesus 
in an effort to get an accusation 
against him.

Jesus, however, knows their 
reasonings. At the same time, 
he realizes they have adopt- 
ed an extreme, unscriptur- 
al view as to what con- 
stitutes a violation of 
the Sabbath-day re- 
quirement prohibit-



Jesus’ M inistry ■ ■״■״■־1■■״■"■1י ■

With indignation, as well as grief at 
their obstinate stupidity, Jesus looks 
around. Then he says to the man: 
“Stretch out your hand.” And he 
stretches it out and the hand is healed.

Rather than being happy that the 
man’s hand is restored, the Pharisees 
go out and immediately conspire with 
the party followers of Herod to kill 
Jesus. This political party evidently 
includes members of the religious 
Sadducees. Ordinarily, this political 
party and the Pharisees are openly 
opposed to each other, but they are 
solidly united in their opposition to 
Jesus. Matthew 12:9-14; Mark 3:1-6; 
Luke 6 :6-11; Proverbs 12:10; Exodus 
2 0 :8 - 10 .

♦ What was the setting for a dramatic con- 
frontation between Jesus and Jewish religious 
leaders?
♦ What did the Jews believe regarding healing 
on the Sabbath?
♦ What illustration did Jesus use to refute their 
wrong views?

ing work. Thus Jesus sets the stage for 
a dramatic confrontation by teljing the 
man with the withered hand: “Get up 
and come to the center.”

Now, turning to the scribes and the 
Pharisees, Jesus says: “Who will be the 
man among you that has one sheep and, 
if this falls into a pit on the sabbath, will 
not get hold of it and lift it out?” Since a 
sheep represents a financial investment, 
they would not leave it in the pit until the 
next day, perhaps to sicken and lose its 
value. Besides, the Scriptures say: “The 
righteous one is caring for the soul of his 
domestic animal.”

Drawing a parallel, Jesus continues: 
“All considered, of how much more 
worth is a man than a sheep! So it is 
lawful to do a fine thing on the sabbath.” 
Unable to refute such logical, compas- 
sionate reasoning, the religious leaders 
keep silent.

THE WATCHTOWER—AUGUST 1, 1986 9



“Satan himself keeps transforming 
himself into an angel of light.”
— 2 CORINTHIANS 11:14.

Just as Satan sought to m islead  
Eve, who was less experienced  

than Adam, so youths are a 
special target o f Satan

r 0  DOUBT all of us have been deceived 
a t one tim e or another. Perhaps you 

were playing a game in which an opposing 
player by a deceptive move faked you out 
of position and thus scored to win the 
game. Or you may have purchased a fine- 
looking item  of clothing, only to discover 
afte r w earing it a short time and having it 
cleaned th a t the garm ent was not of the 
quality th a t it had appeared to be. Who, 
generally, are more easily deceived, tha t 
is, fooled or tricked? Is it not those with 
less experience? And often the conse- 
quences are much more serious than  sim- 
ply losing a game or being cheated on some 
purchase.

2 For example, Julie, only a sophomore 
in high school, was, as she said, “in love” 
with “the m ost handsome and popular guy 
in the en tire  school.” She explained: “I told 
him I w asn’t  ready for what he wanted, 
bu t he kept telling me how much he loved 
me, and th a t everything would be okay. 
W hen I still said no, th a t’s when he low- 
ered the boom. He said, T really cared 
about you, and I thought you felt the same 
way. If you won’t  prove it to me, I guess 
we’ll ju st have to stop seeing each other. 
So Julie gave in and committed fornica- 
tion. The next day, when she discovered

1. (a) In what ways have m any of us been de- 
ceived? (b) W ho, generally, are more easily de- 
ceived?
2. How have som e youths been led into serious 
wrongdoing?

10 THE WATCHTOWER-AUGUST 1, 1986



5 Never be lulled into th inking th a t Sa- 
ta n ,s methods could not work on you, th a t 
he could never get you to break God’s laws. 
Remember the divine w arning th a t “Satan 
himself keeps transform ing himself into 
an angel of ligh t.2) ״ Corinthians 11:14) 
The apostle Paul was rightly  concerned 
th a t the M aster of Deception m ight be 
successful in his approaches to Paul’s less 
experienced fellow Christians. Paul wrote: 
“I am afraid th a t somehow, as the serpent 
seduced Eve by its cunning, your minds 
might be corrupted away from the sin- 
cerity and the chastity  th a t are due the 
C hrist.”—2 Corinthians 11:3.

6 Notice th a t Eve was not simply de- 
ceived or tricked; she was also seduced. 
This means she was drawn into a disas- 
trous course by an alluring enticem ent or 
tem ptation. According to Webster's Third 
New International Dictionary, seduce 
means “to persuade into disobedience,” “to 
a ttrac t or gain by or as if by quiet subtle 
charm .” Specifically, this dictionary says, 
seduce means “to persuade (a female) to 
have sexual intercourse for the first tim e.” 
We can benefit by reviewing S atan’s meth- 
od of seducing Eve (though sexual in ter- 
course was not involved in this instance) 
and also by noting sim ilar methods th a t he 
uses today.

7At the very outset of his approach, 
Satan, in a subtle way, used a serpent to 
cause Eve to begin to question God’s law. 
In words carefully designed to arouse sus- 
picion and d istrust, he asked: “Is it really 
so th a t God said you m ust not eat from 
every tree of the garden?” By this sin ister 
question, Satan was implying th a t it was 
a pity th a t she could not eat from all the

5. (a) W hat should we never be lu lled  in to  
thinking? (b) W hat was the apostle P aul’s con- 
cern, and why was it appropriate?
6. W hat does it m ean to be seduced?
7. 8. (a) W hat was the purpose of S atan ’s ques- 
tion to Eve? (b) How did Satan make eatin g  from  
the tree appear so appealing?

th a t the boy had bragged about his “con- 
quest,” she realized how totally she had 
been deceived. She should have known th a t 
if the boy really loved her, he would not 
have done it.

3 W hat Julie had been fooled or tricked 
into doing was a serious violation of God’s 
law. For th a t reason the Bible urges: “Flee 
from fornication.” And it states plainly: 
“No fornicator . . . has any inheritance in 
the kingdom of the C hrist and of God.” 
(1 Corinthians 6:18; Ephesians 5:5) So 
while Satan the Devil may not be con- 
cerned w hether you win or lose a ball game 
or you make a wise purchase or not, he is 
definitely try ing  to mislead you into break- 
ing God’s law. “Your adversary, the Devil, 
walks about like a roaring lion, seeking to 
devour someone,” the Bible warns. (1 Pe- 
te r 5:8) Indeed, he is using all his shrewd 
thinking, including posing as an angel of 
light, to get us away from serving Jeho- 
vah God! Is th a t not a sobering thought? 
—2 Corinthians 11:14.

Learn From What Happened to Eve
4 But for you younger ones, this is an 

even more sobering thought: You are a spe- 
cial ta rge t of Satan. Why so? Because of 
your youth, you have had less time to ac- 
quire knowledge and wisdom, and Satan 
picks on less experienced ones. He did tha t 
a t the very outset of his rebellion. Recall 
th a t he approached Eve in the garden of 
Eden, not her husband Adam who had been 
created some time before her. And Satan 
was successful. He deceived, yes, misled by 
false appearances, the younger and less ex- 
perienced Eve. “For Adam was formed 
firs t,” the Bible explains, “then Eve. Also, 
Adam was not deceived, but the woman 
was thoroughly deceived and came to be in 
transgression .”— 1 Timothy 2:13, 14.

3. (a) W hy is fornication  such a serious wrong? 
(b) W hat is the aim  of Satan  the Devil?
4. W hy can it  be said that youths are a special 
target of Satan?
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the Bible provides a thorough history of 
Satan’s deceptive methods, you need not 
be ignorant of his designs. (2 Corinthians 
2:11) W hat you need is the good sense to 
heed the warnings and instructions th a t 
Jehovah God provides by means of his 
Word and organization.—Proverbs 2 :1 6  ;־
3 : 1 4 ־7, 11, 12; 4:1, 2, 20־27; 7:1־ .

11 How does Satan often allure or en- 
tice younger ones into wrongdoing? He 
does so by making w hat God condemns, 
activities th a t can lead to losing God’s 
approval, appear to be very attractive, 
yet a t the same tim e harm less, even as 
the fru it appeared to Eve. And as he did 
w ith Eve, he will try  to promote the idea 
th a t you are needlessly m issing out on 
som ething pleasurable. Thus, in a cun־ 
ning, deceitful way Satan endeavors to 
underm ine your respect for Jehovah’s 
Word, as well as for the in struc tions 
given by your God-fearing paren ts and 
God’s organization. So w ith good reason 
the Bible urges, “S tand firm against the 
m achinations [or, as The Kingdom Inter- 
linear Translation of the Greek Scriptures 
says, “crafty  ac ts״ ] of the Devil.”—Ephe- 
sians 6:11.

12 Obviously, Eve was foolish to believe 
Satan’s lie. Yet do not many youths today 
similarly trea t lightly the w arnings in Je- 
hovah’s Word or those provided by the ir 
parents or Christian elders? W hat about 
you? For example, do you take seriously 
the fact th a t Satan the Devil is the ru ler 
of this world and tha t, as the god of th is 
system of things, he is blinding the minds 
of people? (1 John 5:19; John 12:31; 14:30; 
16:11; 2 Corinthians 4:4) Do you really 
try  to heed God’s command: “Do not be

11. How does Satan often seduce or deceive 
youths into wrongdoing?
12. (a) W hat fact about Satan should all of us 
take seriously, and why? (b) How do you view  
what is said at 1 John 2:15 and Jam es 4:4? 
(c) W hat would Satan like to deceive you into  
believing?

trees of the garden. In fact, he argued 
th a t, ra th e r than  dying as God had said 
she would, she would really benefit from 
eating from the forbidden tree. “For God 
knows th a t in the very day of your eating 
from it ,” Satan assured her, “your eyes are 
bound to be opened and you are bound 
to be like God, knowing good and bad.” 
—Genesis 3 :1 5 .־

8 How wickedly cunning of Satan this 
was, to suggest th a t God was trying to 
keep beneficial knowledge from Eve! Ac- 
cording to Satan, God was even using an 
idle th rea t of death to keep her from ex־ 
ercising the ability of self-determination. 
‘Hey, you are m issing out!’ he, in effect, 
told Eve. ‘You will not die. You can enjoy 
w hat God him self enjoys. You can decide 
for yourself what is good or bad.’ It ap- 
pealed to Eve to be able to make her own 
decisions w ithout having to answer to any- 
one.

9 As a result, Eve began to look at the 
tree  w ith desire. “Consequently the woman 
saw th a t the tree was good for food and 
th a t it was something to be longed for to 
the eyes, yes, the tree was desirable to look 
upon. So she began taking of its fru it and 
eating i t .” (Genesis 3:6) But afterward, 
when Eve discovered th a t she did not re- 
ceive w hat had been promised, she ex- 
plained: “The serpen t—it deceived me.” 
(Genesis 3:13) In fact, it had also seduced 
her, leading her along by an alluring en- 
ticem ent or tem ptation until selfish desire 
caused her to sin and, consequently, even- 
tually to die.—Jam es 1:14, 15.

Beware of Satan’s Designs
10 Satan uses sim ilar designs, th a t is, 

schemes, maneuvers, and strategem s, to 
deceive and seduce youths today. But since

9. As shown in  Jam es 1:14, 15, what sequence of 
events led to E ve’s sin  and eventual death?
10. W hy do we not have to be ignorant of Sa- 
ta n ’s designs, and w hat in structions are we wise 
to follow?
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When young people isolate themselves, sexual desire  
can build up and lead to breaking God’s law

and th a t your parents are overly restric- 
tive, robbing you of fun. Yet just as people 
can be judged by the fruitage they bear, so 
can customs such as dating. (Proverbs 20: 
11; M atthew  7:16) F or exam ple, an  
18-year-old who regularly dated, and who 
became pregnant, noted: “I was one of the 
thousands of kids who thought it couldn’t 
happen to me.” She adm itted th a t after 
dating for some time “handholding and 
kissing gets stale.” Similarly, a 17-year- 
old girl who often dated, reports: “Kissing 
and cuddling build up until I am desperate 
to have the boy make love to me.” An 
uncommon feeling? Not a t all.

15 W hen young people who are physically 
attracted  to each other isolate themselves, 
as is common when dating, sexual desire 
can build up un til it leads even well- 
intentioned youths into breaking God’s 
law. Consider th a t well over a million teen- 
age girls in the United S tates get pregnant 
each year and th a t hundreds of thousands 
of them have abortions or bear the ir chil- 
dren out of wedlock. U nfortunately, occa- 
sionally some of these teenage girls are 
children of Jehovah’s W itnesses and so are

15. For what tragedies m ust dating bear consid- 
erable responsibility?

loving either the world or 
the things in the world”?
(1 Jo h n  2 :15 ) A nd ask  
yourself: ‘Do I really be- 
lieve the Scriptural state- 
ment, “Whoever, therefore, 
wants to be a friend of the 
world is constitu ting  him- 
self an enemy of God” ’?
(Jam es 4:4) Satan  would 
like to deceive you into be- 
lieving th a t the world poses 
no th rea t, th a t the activi- 
ties it promotes are harm - 
less. But beware! Do not be 
deceived!

Deceptive Allurements Today
13 Satan often entices people into wrong- 

doing by things th a t in themselves may 
not be wrong or th a t are not explicitly 
condemned in  the  Bible. For example, 
while many m arried couples have pleasant 
memories of wholesome tim es they enjoyed 
in their courting days, there are potential 
dangers when persons are alone together 
on a date. Actually, dating is a relative- 
ly modern custom th a t only after World 
W ar I has become popular in many places. 
Satan would like you to believe th a t the 
custom is simply an innocent form of rec- 
reation th a t enables young people to be- 
come acquainted w ith members of the op- 
posite sex on a one-on-one basis. But, in 
tru th , the custom is fraught with moral 
dangers.

14 Older, m ature Christians, because of 
their experience, are more aware of these 
dangers and therefore can provide helpful 
direction. (Proverbs 27:12) But perhaps 
you feel th a t there is no danger in dating

13. W hat custom  has becom e popular in many 
places, and w hat would Satan like us to believe 
regarding it?
14. (a) How can the custom  of dating be evalu- 
ated? (b) W hat fee lin gs can develop in  the dating  
situation?
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REVIEW BOX
□ Why are young people a special 
target of Satan?
□ How did Satan seduce Eve into 
wrongdoing?
□ How, today, does Satan often 
seduce youths into wrongdoing?
□ What provisions are there to 
protect young people?

the world around you squeeze you into its 
own mould.״—Romans 12:2, The New Tes- 
tament in Modern English, by J . B. Phil- 
lips.

Provisions to Protect Youths
18 Jehovah God has lovingly made pro- 

visions to protect you younger ones from 
being deceived. F irst, he has provided 
your parents to in s truc t and guide you. 
And you can be happy when they do. 
One unhappy 18-year-old, who conceived 
a child out of wedlock, complained th a t 
it would not have happened “if my par- 
en ts  had done th e ir  job as p a re n ts  
should, and told me the pitfalls of a 
steady boy friend, and forbade me to go 
steady.״ So be grateful if you have God- 
fearing parents. They are not try ing  to 
hem you in and make life unpleasant by 
the restric tions they place on you. On the 
contrary, they love you and w ant to  pro- 
tect you. Take advantage of th e ir expe- 
rience and wisdom by seeking th e ir coun- 
sel.

19 In addition, Jehovah has provided his 
earthly organization to help you. For in- 
stance, each issue of Awake! carries the 
feature “Young People Ask . . . ” th a t

18. W hy should you appreciate parents who in- 
struct and guide you?
19. W hat additional helps have been provided to  
protect youths?

the boys who are involved w ith them. The 
m odern custom of dating m ust bear con- 
siderable responsibility for these trage- 
dies, as well as for perhaps millions of the 
new cases of sexually transm itted  disease 
each year.

16 God purposed th a t sexual desire be 
fulfilled w ithin the bonds of m arriage, 
where it can bring wholesome pleasure and 
satisfaction. (Hebrews 13:4; Proverbs 5:
15- 19) Yet, Satan  has craftily used this 
God-given gift to seduce people to misuse 
sex and to commit fornication. In ancient 
tim es, 24,000 Israelites were put to death 
in one day for th is offense against God, 
and presently  thousands each year are 
disfellowshipped from the Christian con- 
gregation for fornication. So be wise. Lis- 
ten  to counsel and direction. Do not allow 
yourself to be deceived.—Numbers 25:1-9,
16- 18; 31:16.

17 Be alert, also, to other designs of Sa- 
tan . Sports, music, and dancing, for exam- 
pie, have become a prom inent part of his 
world’s en tertainm ent. True, these things 
in themselves are not necessarily wrong 
and can be pleasurable and even beneficial. 
(1 Timothy 4:8; Zechariah 8:5; Luke 15:25) 
Satan, however, has deceptively promoted 
the view th a t they pose no th rea t of harm, 
even when regularly participated in with 
people of th e  world. B ut God’s W ord 
w arns: “Do not be misled. Bad associations 
spoil useful hab its .” (1 Corinthians 15:33) 
Think about it. If religion and politics are 
pa rt of S a tan ’s system, is it not foolish to 
believe th a t the en terta inm ent promoted 
by the world is free of his influence? You 
need constantly to be on guard not to “let

16. (a) W here only are sexual desires properly 
fulfilled? (b) W hat happens to m any of God’s 
people?
17. (a) W hat deceptive view  has Satan promot- 
ed regarding such th in gs as sports, m usic, and 
dancing? (b) W hy does the world’s entertain- 
m ent pose a threat to God’s people?
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you to rob you of your joy. R ather, God’s 
organization loves you, and everything 
th a t is prin ted  and said is m eant to 
protect you—to save your life! Learn to 
appreciate these provisions. Make Bible 
study w ith the use of the  Society’s pub- 
lications a habit; let Bible tru th s  excite 
you w ith appreciation. May you have the 
a ttitude of an 1 8 d who, afte־year01־ r con- 
sidering pointed counsel directed tow ard 
youths, wrote: “It ju st made me realize 
how fortunate we young people are to be 
in the tru th! No other organization on 
earth  cares for and loves its  young people 
so much!” May we stick together and 
resist the attem pts of the Devil to de- 
ceive us, for we are not ignoran t of his 
designs!

“Make my heart 
rejoice, that I may 
make a reply to 
him that is 
taunting me.”
.PROVERBS 27:11 —־

2 The one taunting  Jehovah, of course, is 
Satan the Devil. In the garden of Eden, 
Satan raised a vital issue th a t called for a 
reply from God. W hen the Devil was able, 
with apparent ease, to get Eve, and then 
Adam, to break God’s law, there is evidence 
tha t he challenged Jehovah. In effect, Sa- 
tan  asserted: ‘Ju st give me the chance and 
I can tu rn  anybody away from serving 
you.’ (Job 1 :6 1 2  Therefore, Jehovah made (־
the heartwarm ing appeal recorded above, 
tha t his son furnish Him “a reply” so th a t 
He might answer S atan’s challenge.

2. W hat vital issue was raised by Satan, and 
how are we involved?

shows the reasonableness of Jehovah’s 
standards. Similarly, the brochure School 
and Jehovah's Witnesses was provided to 
help you abide by God’s laws and princi- 
pies in  the  school environm ent. Fur- 
th e r encouragem ent and counsel is giv- 
en through the pages of The Watchtower 
and a t congregation m eetings, circuit as- 
semblies, and d is tric t conventions. In- 
deed, th is very subject, “Y ouths—Do Not 
Be Deceived,” was a ta lk  a t a recent 
d is tric t convention as well as the subject 
of a Service M eeting part.

20 May you never th ink  th a t by all th is 
a tten tion  we are try ing  to gang up on

20. (a) W hy is much help provided young peo- 
pie? (b) W hat attitu de w ill help you resist Sa- 
tan ’s attem pts to deceive you?

WHETHER you realize it or not, it 
makes a difference how you live 

your life. For example, it makes a differ- 
ence to your parents. “A wise son is the 
one th a t makes a fa ther rejoice,” the Bible 
explains, “and a stupid son is the grief of 
his m other.” (Proverbs 10:1; 23:24, 25) 
But even more im portantly, how you live 
your life can make our Creator, Jehovah 
God, either glad or sad. “Be wise, my son,” 
Jehovah exhorts, “and make my heart re- 
joice, th a t I may make a reply to him th a t 
is ta u n tin g  m e.”—Proverbs 27:11.

1. How are our parents and our Creator affected  
by the w ay we live our life?

Ybuths
Who M ake Jehovah’s

H eart Glad
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Jehovah,s heart glad? It is because Jeho- 
vah is a loving Father who w ants only the 
best for us, and anything he asks us to do 
is for our good. As Isaiah 48:17, 18 says: 
“I, Jehovah, am your God, the One teach- 
ing you to benefit yourself, the One caus- 
ing you to tread  in the way in which you 
should walk. 0  if only you would actually 
pay atten tion  to my commandments! Then 
your peace would become just like a river, 
and your righteousness like the waves of 
the sea.״

6 As a loving parent, Jehovah w ants you 
to enjoy to the full his precious g ift of life. 
Therefore he says: “Rejoice, young man, 
in your youth, and let your h eart do you 
good in the days of your young manhood, 
and walk in the ways of your heart and in 
the things seen by your eyes.” Now this, 
of course, is not an invitation to do what- 
ever pleasurable th ing you desire. This 
is shown by the following caution: “B ut 
know th a t on account of all these the  tru e  
God will bring you into judgm ent.” (Eccle- 
siastes 11:9) Yes, you cannot avoid the 
consequences of your actions; God will 
hold you accountable for w hat you do. The 
rule is certain: “W hatever a man is sow- 
ing, this he will also reap .”—G alatians 
6:7.

7 For th is reason, Jehovah adds: “So re- 
move vexation [or cause for worry] from 
your heart, and ward off calamity from 
your flesh; for youth and the prime of life 
are vanity .” (Ecclesiastes 11:10) Surely, it 
is wise to avoid activities th a t will cause 
you vexing problems la ter on. Oh, there 
will be those who say you are m issing out 
—th a t you have not ‘really lived’ unless 
you have got drunk, had illicit sex, or done

6. (a) W hat shows that Jehovah w ants you to 
enjoy life? (b) W hat consequences can you not 
avoid?
7, 8. (a) How can you remove vexation  and  
ward off calamity? (b) W hen are youth and the  
prime of life vanity?

3 However, to whom in particular did 
Jehovah d irec t th is  appeal, addressing 
him  as “my son”? Jesus C hrist is in a 
unique way God’s son, being his only- 
begotten  Son. (John 1:14) Moreover, aside 
from Adam, who failed his Creator, Jesus 
is the  only perfect m an to have walked the 
earth , hence the only m an capable of prov- 
ing in the complete sense th a t faithfulness 
to God can be m aintained. (1 Corinthians 
15:45) Thus Jehovah’s appeal applies par- 
ticularly  to Jesus. And Jesus did not dis- 
appoint his Father. By his faithful course, 
Jesus gave God an answ er to S atan ’s 
boastful challenge th a t hum ans would not 
serve Him faithfully under test. (Hebrews 
2:14; 12:2) In  addition, all those who will 
reign w ith C hrist in heaven will also have 
made Jehovah’s heart glad by the ir faith- 
fulness to God even unto  death .—Revela- 
tion  2:10.

4 B ut w hat about us today, including 
you young ones? Are you involved in this 
issue of w hether hum ans will be faithful 
to God or not? Indeed you are! (Psalm 
147:11; 148:12, 13) You may not realize it, 
bu t w hat you do w ith your life supports 
either God’s side of the issue or Satan’s 
side. I t makes either Jehovah glad or Sa- 
ta n  glad. Really, Jehovah’s invitation or 
appeal can be viewed as also directed to 
you personally: “Be wise, my son [or 
daughter], and make my heart rejoice, 
th a t I may make a reply to him th a t is 
ta u n tin g  m e.” (Proverbs 27:11) Is not 
m aking glad the heart of your Creator a 
satisfying goal for you to have?

Why It Is Wise
5 Note th a t Jehovah encourages, “Be 

w ise.” W hy are we wise when we make

3. W hy does Jehovah’s appeal apply particularly 
to Jesus, and who else w ill also have made God’s 
heart glad?
4. W hen deciding what to do w ith your life, 
w hat v ita l m atter should you consider?
5. W hy is it  w ise to make Jehovah’s heart glad?
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When youths break God’s 
laws, they reap bitter 
consequences later

sonal benefit, he will eventually be able to 
appeal to some selfish inclination to get 
you away from serving Jehovah. So Jeho- 
vah does not simply invite you to be wise. 
No, but he also appeals for a personal 
dedication to him. Jesus said: “You m ust 
love Jehovah your God w ith your whole 
h ea rt.” (M atthew 22:37) Do you know 
what it means to love Jehovah wholeheart- 
edly?

11 Your heart refers to your innerm ost 
self, your m otivations, your a ttitu d es , 
and your deep emotions, along with your 
thinking faculties. Thus to love Jehovah 
with your whole heart m eans th a t you love 
him dearly and th a t above everything else 
in life it is your considered choice to make 
his heart glad by providing him a reply 
to S atan’s taun t. Such inner discernm ent 
and deep feelings of love and concern for 
God will provide your strongest motiva- 
tion for doing his will, even when it may 
seem so appealing to do otherwise. Young 
Joseph had such love for Jehovah, so when 
a prom inent woman invited: “Lie down 
with m e,” Joseph answered: “How could I 
commit th is great badness and actually 
sin against God?”—Genesis 3 9 :7 9 .־

12 You show th a t you love Jehovah with 
your whole heart when you go to him in 
prayer and tell him th a t you w ant to be- 
long to him, th a t you w ant to serve him 
forever. In th is way you dedicate yourself

11. (a) W hat does it  m ean to g ive your heart to 
Jehovah? (b) How does Joseph’s experience illus- 
trate how proper heart m otivation  can im pel us 
to do God’s will?
12. (a) How do you show that you have given  
your heart to Jehovah? (b) If you have not given  
your heart to Jehovah, w hat questions should  
you consider?

some other such “daring” thing. But how 
foolish they are! “I t sure w asn’t  worth i t ,” 
a tearful young s tuden t lam ented after 
com m itting fornication. “I ’ve been wor- 
ried ever since.”

8 So you young ones, wisely heed God’s 
counsel to remove from your heart any 
cause for anxiety or regret, such as th a t 
experienced by youths who pursue a reck- 
less or selfish way of life. A 17th-century 
essayist observed: “The g reatest part of 
m ankind employ the ir first years to make 
the ir last m iserable.” True, but how sad! 
W hen a youngster dissipates his physical 
energies and capabilities in a way th a t 
makes la ter adult years more difficult, his 
youth and prim e of life are indeed vanity! 
(Proverbs 22:3) So be wise! Follow the 
fu r th e r  adm onition : “Rem em ber, now, 
your G rand C reator in the days of your 
young m anhood.”—Ecclesiastes 12:1.

9 By rem em b erin g  Jehovah  in  your 
youth, you really will benefit yourself. Not 
only will you avoid vexation and calami- 
tous difficulties bu t you will enjoy righ t 
now a happy, rew arding life in serving 
your Grand Creator. In addition, you will 
wisely be storing up treasures in heaven 
th a t will benefit you for all eternity . (Mat- 
thew 6:19-21) If you rem em ber Jehovah 
now by doing his will, he will remember 
you and rew ard you w ith “the requests of 
your h e a rt,” yes, a happy, full life in Par- 
adise forever!—Psalm  37:4; 133:3; Luke 
23:43; Revelation 21:3, 4.

How Do You Feel About Jehovah?
10 Yet your decision to serve Jehovah 

cannot simply be a cold calculation of 
w hat is wise. Satan  is such a cunning foe 
th a t if you are th inking  only of your per-

9. W hat benefits w ill you enjoy by rem em bering  
Jehovah in your youth?
10. (a) W hy cannot your decision  to serve God 
be sim ply a cold calculation of w hat is wise? 
(b) W hat further appeal does Jehovah make?
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Youths made God's heart 
glad by helping to rebuild  

the walls o f Jerusalem

are your in terests, your affections, cen- 
tered? on getting  a new car? on making 
money to buy clothes or other personal 
items? Whose in terests come firs t—your 
own or Jehovah’s? Have you really re- 
sponded to Jehovah’s appeal to give your 
heart to him?

14 While older ones have more experi- 
ence and generally more wisdom, youths 
have a valuable asset they can use to 
please God. “The beauty of young men is 
their power,” the Bible says. (Proverbs 
20:29) So use th a t power now. Remember 
your Creator “before the calamitous days” 
of old age “proceed to come,” when the

14. (a) W hat valuable asset do youths have? 
(b) W hy is it sad when a youth does not rem em - 
ber his Creator?

to Jehovah. Have you done this? If not, 
why not? W hat is holding you back? Are 
you old enough to understand  and appre- 
ciate the g reat issue between Jehovah and 
Satan? And do you w ant to make Jeho- 
vah’s h eart glad? Satan certainly does not 
w ant you to love Jehovah w ith your whole 
heart. He w ants you selfishly to “do your 
own th in g ,” to please yourself. Whom will 
you make glad, Jehovah or Satan? Give 
th is serious consideration.

13 If you have dedicated yourself to God 
and symbolized th is by w ater baptism, 
does your life course dem onstrate th a t 
your heart really belongs to God? W here

13. If you are dedicated and baptized, what 
questions should you ask yourself?
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less, Jehovah used him  to correct Job. 
(Job 32:4-6) Samuel was only “a boy” 
when he began serving a t Jehovah’s tab- 
ernacle a t Shiloh. (1 Samuel 2:18) I t 
was “a little g irl” who, even though a 
slave in N aam an’s house, fearlessly pro- 
claimed w hat Jehovah’s prophet could do. 
(2 Kings 5:2-4) W hen Jehovah assigned 
Jerem iah as a prophet, Jerem iah  said: “I 
am but a boy.” (Jerem iah 1:5, 6) “And 
as for these children, the  four of them ” 
—Daniel and his th ree Hebrew compan- 
ions—w hat ou tstand ing  servants of Je- 
hovah they were in Babylonian exile! 
(Daniel, chapters 1 and 3) P au l’s nephew, 
a “young m an ,” courageously acted in 
his uncle’s behalf. (Acts 23:16-22) Then 
there was the lad Timothy, who from 
infancy knew the holy w ritings and used 
his youth in Jehovah’s service.—2 Timo- 
thy 3:15; Philippians 2:19-23; 1 Corinthi- 
ans 4:17.

Making God’s Heart Glad Today
17 And it is not only youths of the past 

who have made God’s h eart glad by th e ir 
faithful service. “ Tn the la st days,’ God 
says, Ί  shall pour out some of my sp irit 
upon every sort of flesh, and your sons 
and your daughters will prophesy and 
your young men will see visions.’” (Acts 
2:17; Joel 2:28) So we should righ tly  
expect to find in these la st days m any 
young C hristians who are pleasing Jeho- 
vah. And we do! W hile young W itnesses 
are not faultless, as none of us are, m any 
are doing very well as C hristians. They 
are concerned w ith  m aking Jehovah’s 
heart glad.—Proverbs 27:11; 3:1, 2.

18 In these la st days, Jehovah’s will is 
th a t a g reat global w itness about his

17. W hy should we expect to find youths today  
who are p leasing Jehovah, and do we?
18, 19. W hat work needs to be done today, and 
why are youths well su ited  for it?

body weakens and its  organs break down 
and fail to function properly. How sad it 
is for a person who has failed to remember 
his C reator in his youth and so in old age 
has nothing to recommend him self to God! 
I t is “the g rea test vanity!” (Ecclesiastes 
12:1-8) Wisely, therefore, remember your 
Creator while you have streng th  and vig- 
or. Build a record of faithful service to 
God, who will rem em ber you with a favor- 
able judgm ent, yes, to everlasting life. 
—H ebrew s 6 :10-12 ; E c c le s ia s te s  12: 
13, 14.

They Made God’s Heart Glad
15 The Bible is filled w ith  examples of 

youths who used th e ir “beauty”—their 
power—in God’s service. I t  was “young 
m en” w ith quickness and  agility  who 
spied out the  Prom ised Land. (Joshua 6: 
22, 23; 2:15, 16, 23) David, while only in 
his 20’s himself, sen t “ten  young m en” 
on a m ission to request favor from Nabal. 
(1 Samuel 25:4, 5) W hen the Jew s under 
governor Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of 
Jerusalem  while under th re a t of attack, 
who did the dangerous, hard  work? “Half 
of my young m en,” Nehemiah explained, 
“were active in the  work and half of them  
were holding the lances, the  shields and 
the bows and the coats of m ail.” (Nehe- 
m iah 4:16) And when God struck  Anani- 
as and his wife Sapphira dead because 
they lied, “young m en” carried them  out 
and buried them .—Acts 5:5, 6, 10.

16 Surely, it gladdens Jehovah’s heart 
when youths make them selves available 
for w hatever service is required a t the 
time. Yet youths have been involved in 
sp iritual activ ity  th a t required more than  
physical power and stam ina. “Young I am 
in days,” Elihu acknowledged. Neverthe-

15. W hat B ible exam ples are there of youths 
who used their power in  God’s service?
16. In w hat spiritual activ ity  have young people 
in  the past shared?
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name of our Grand C reator cleared of all 
reproach? If so, then  is i t  not proper th a t 
you do all you can in Jehovah’s service? 
And would th a t not include, for a t  least 
many more of you, volunteering to  serve 
a t Bethel homes or to engage in  the 
pioneer work?

21 Listen! Jehovah is inv iting  you, yes, 
appealing to you, to provide him  a reply 
to S atan ’s wicked tau n ts . Can you, like 
Isaiah , h ea r Jehovah  ask ing : “W hom  
shall I send, and who will go for us?” 
Why not be wise and respond as Isaiah 
did: “Here I am! Send m e.” (Isaiah 6:8) 
We are confident th a t m any more of you 
young ones will respond because God’s 
Word promises: “Your people will offer 
themselves willingly on the day of your 
m ilitary force. . . .  You have your compa- 
ny of young men [and women] ju s t like 
dew drops.” (Psalm  110:3; 148:12, 13) 
And when you do respond, you can have 
the joy of knowing th a t Jehovah observes 
and approves—th a t you are m aking his 
heart glad!

21. (a) To what invitation  from Jehovah should  
you respond, and how? (b) W hy can we be confi- 
dent that m any more young ones w ill respond to 
Jehovah’s invitation  as did Isaiah?

REVIEW BOX
□ Why is the way we live our life 
important to Jehovah?

□ Why is it wise to make 
Jehovah’s heart glad?

□ How can we show that we have 
given our heart to Jehovah?

□ Who in the past made Jehovah’s 
heart glad, and how?

□ Who are making Jehovah’s 
heart glad today, and how?

Kingdom be given, which involves a tre- 
m endous effort. (M atthew  24:14) King- 
dom Halls for w orship need to be con- 
s tructed , as well as la rger buildings for 
c ircu it assem blies. In m any countries, 
m ore factory space for publishing Bible 
lite ra tu re  is needed, as well as additional 
living quarte rs  in Bethel homes. Provid- 
ing these new facilities requires heavy 
construction work, and as w ith the wall 
building in N ehem iah’s day, youths w ith 
s tren g th  and stam ina  are doing much of 
the  work.

19 Such young ones are also doing the 
bulk of the  heavy physical work required 
to p rin t, bind, and ship thousands of tons 
of Bible lite ra tu re  each year. In fact, a t 
the  New York headquarters of Jehovah’s 
W itnesses, including W atchtow er Farms, 
there  are over 1,400 youths 25 years of 
age and younger. And th e ir service is not 
lim ited to the  physically dem anding work 
they do during  the week; on the week- 
ends they share in the  house-to-house 
preaching activ ity  and in C hristian  meet- 
ings w ith the  local congregations. How 
glad they  make Jehovah’s heart!

20 In the U nited S tates, working shoul- 
der to shoulder w ith these youths are 
more th a n  12,700 others of the  same age 
group who are serving as regular pioneer 
m inisters. In other p a rts  of the world, 
more tens of thousands of youngsters are 
also pioneering. If you are a youth who is 
not yet in the  full-tim e m inistry , can you 
set goals for yourself th a t will put Jeho- 
vah first in your life, ra th e r than  perhaps 
simply in tend ing  to get a well-paying 
secular job, then  get m arried and have a 
family? Do you understand  the g reat uni- 
versal issue? Do you tru ly  long to see the

20. (a) W hat share are youths having in the 
pioneer m inistry? (b) W hat questions should 
young people not in the full-tim e m inistry ask 
them selves?
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K ingdom  P rocla im ers R eport
Bible Truth Brings Family Unity and Happiness

this family had learned the truth 
and had been baptized!

How happy those two sisters 
are for sticking to the truth de- 
spite opposition! What a joy for 
them to see the unity and hap- 
piness of their family as a result 
of their accepting Bible truth! 
It confirms the words of the 
psalmist when he declared: 
“Happy is the people whose 
God is Jehovah!”— Psalm 
144:15.

□  Yet another experience 
comes from New York City, 
U.S.A. This person started using 
drugs when he was 13 years old 
and became so addicted that he 
could not even eat until he had 
smoked marijuana! His cocaine 
habit cost $100 a day, and 
while selling drugs he always 
carried two handguns. He mar- 
ried and fathered four children. 
When his wife became one of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, he op- 
posed her. But eventually he 
became bored with his life-style 
of getting high and “running the 
streets,” committing adultery.

With constant encourage- 
ment from his wife and loving 
help from the elders, he agreed 
a year after his wife’s baptism 
to study the Bible. This helped 
him to cope with major with- 
drawal problems including hal- 
lucinations. He progressed to 
the point of baptism and now 
has the joy of seeing his family 
happily united and his four chil- 
dren progressing in the truth. 
Having steady employment and 
a good income, he and his wife 
look forward to sharing in the 
auxiliary pioneer service.

one of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
started a Bible study with a 
family in a small village. Two 
girls, sisters, from the neighbor- 
hood also attended the study. 
But when the local priest op- 
posed the study, the family 
stopped it. The two girls con- 
tinued to study by correspon- 
dence, using their sister-in- 
law’s address. After they 
studied the letters from the Wit- 
ness, they gave them to their 
sister-in-law to read, although 
her husband was by now op-

“H ap py is the  
peo p le  w hose  

G od is Jehovah!” 
— Psalm  1 4 4 :1 5

posed. When they had ques- 
tions, they asked the Witness 
by mail.

However, their brother contin- 
ued his opposition. He tore up 
the Bible publications that his 
sisters and his wife had and 
even burned their Bibles. But 
despite severe censuring by the 
family, the priest, and others in 
the village the girls continued 
to study. In time, they got bap- 
tized. Other relatives also be- 
gan to study the Bible and were 
baptized. The opposed brother 
of the two girls learned the truth 
too and got baptized. He now 
serves as a ministerial servant 
in the congregation, and is a 
regular auxiliary pioneer. By the 
end of 1985, 23 members of

A MARRIED couple in India 
who were members of a church 
of Christendom quarreled fre- 
quently. Often the husband beat 
his wife. They even tried to kill 
each other! On one occasion 
she boiled ghee (clarified but- 
ter) and brought it to him as if it 
were tea but then poured it on 
his face. Finally, the wife decid- 
ed to commit suicide.

Could anything bring unity 
and happiness to this couple? 
Many would say no. But before 
committing suicide, the wife 
went to visit her daughter and 
son-in-law. They were having a 
Bible study with Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses. She decided to listen, 
and her heart was greatly 
moved by what she heard. After 
the study, she told the Witness- 
es about her problems. They 
showed her from the Bible what 
her responsibilities really were 
as a wife. The husband was 
also contacted and a Bible 
study was started with him. The 
result? By both husband and 
wife applying Bible principles, 
their fam ily problems were 
overcome. Now the couple have 
progressed to the point of ded- 
icating their lives to Jehovah, 
and they have been baptized.

Countless other couples have 
found that God’s inspired Word 
does contain the solution to 
family problems. By applying its 
counsel, such as that found at 
Colossians 3:12-14 and Ephe- 
sians chapter 5, they overcome 
these problems and attain unity 
and happiness.

□  Another example of how 
Bible truth can unite a family 
comes from Lebanon. In 1973
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Jehovah Blessed 
My Decisions

---------------As told by Samuel B. Friend---------------

time job. “No, I don’t  w ant you part tim e ,” 
he said. “I w ant you full tim e.” Since he 
would not compromise on the m atte r of 
working full time, I had to make a deci- 
sion. To be in on the ground floor of the 
first TV station in A rkansas was a tem pt- 
ing prospect. But, really, it could not com- 
pare with serving our heavenly F ather, 
Jehovah God, in the full-tim e pioneer min- 
istry! So I declined the offer.

W hen I spoke with my wife Jean  afte r 
the show, she was in full agreem ent. T hat 
night when we returned  home, do you 
know w hat was in the mailbox? I t  was an 
invitation to serve as a circuit overseer, 
visiting congregations of Jehovah’s people 
to strengthen  them  spiritually. I really 
felt th a t Jehovah had blessed my decision.

Another Time of Decision
That was not the first such decision I 

had to make. W hen I finished high school 
in Mount Ida, Arkansas, my brother Fred 
and I joined a w estern  m usical group 
called the Texas Rangers. For nearly three 
years during the late 1930’s, I traveled 
with the group in many southern states. 
Our band received lucrative offers from 
sponsors as far away as Chicago. We won 
first prize a t state  contests in M ississippi 
and A rkansas, and in an A rkansas sta te  
contest I won first prize as the best male 
singer. So I had a promising career.

But I was divided. W hen I was a young- 
ster in the 1920’s, our family had been 
contacted by representatives of the W atch 
Tower Society. In fact, when they were 
visiting our area a few miles west of Hot

BACK in Ju ly  1952 I was singing every 
Saturday n ight on a popular country- 

w estern  show in L ittle Rock, Arkansas. 
The three-hour show was a favorite not 
only w ith the live audience but with the 
thousands who listened to it over the 
50,000-watt radio sta tion  KLRA. This was 
back before television was introduced to 
th a t southern  part of the U nited States.

One n ight, as I was concluding a per- 
formance, a ta len t scout for the MGM 
(Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) recording compa- 
ny approached me. “I would like you to 
sing for u s ,” he said. And righ t there he 
offered a lucrative recording contract. He 
said th a t for some weeks he had been 
w atching the show, and he thought I had 
a fu tu re  in the recording business.

W hen I told him I w asn’t  interested, he 
was shocked. I explained th a t I was only 
on the show to help support my wife and 
myself in the  full-tim e m inistry  and th a t 
I d idn ’t  w ant to become fu rther involved 
in the music industry .

L ater th a t year, television was intro- 
duced in to  A rk a n sa s—th e re  in  L ittle  
Rock. The program  director asked me to 
be the  m aster of ceremonies for the first 
program , a variety  musical show. I was 
delighted and gladly accepted the offer, 
explaining th a t I would appreciate having 
a part-tim e job w ith the station. He said 
th a t he would let me know afte r the open- 
ing program.

That opening program  was a real sue- 
cess. I introduced ta len ted  perform ers and 
sang a num ber of songs myself. Afterward 
I asked w hether I could have th a t part­
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I bought an 11-year-old car for $50, and 
in November 1940, a t 23 years of age, I 
entered the full-time pioneer service in 
rural Arkansas. W hat a happy day th a t 
was! My course in life was clear, and I felt 
Jehovah was backing me and th a t is w hat 
counted.

In those days, searching for sheeplike 
ones in the rurals around Hot Springs was 
not easy. I t required lots of driving on d irt 
roads, fording creeks, and walking down 
dusty w agon-trails to reach isolated hous- 
es. I traded Bible lite ra tu re  for fru its, 
vegetables, chickens, eggs, canned goods, 
and so forth. I still treasure  those experi- 
ences.

Difficulties During War Years
W hen the U nited S tates entered W orld 

W ar II in 1941, there was widespread op- 
position to Jehovah’s W itnesses due to  
the ir stand of neutrality . (Isaiah 2:4) Mobs 
were formed against them  throughout the

Springs, A rkansas, traveling min- 
isters (called pilgrim s) used to stay  
in our home. Our family enjoyed 
listening to them  and generally ac- 
cepted w hat they taugh t.

So as I grew up I had a basic 
knowledge of Bible tru th . And I 
even spoke to my friends about the 
th ings these trave ling  m in isters  
said and w hat we read a t home in 
The Watchtower. Floyd G arre tt was 
one of these boyhood friends. We 
w ent to  school to g e th e r  in  th e  
mid-1930’s. Floyd responded to the 
th ings I related to him, and, in 
time, he made a dedication to God 
and began the full-tim e m inistry  in 
1940. Today he is serving as a trav- 
eling overseer.

Well, during  the tim e I was trav- 
eling w ith  the  band, my fa th e r 
would w rite  me about ta lks the  
traveling brothers were giving back 
a t our country home. Then, late in 1938, 
when we were in Jackson, Mississippi, I 
was invited to listen  to a recording of the 
lecture “Fill the E a rth ” th a t the president 
of the  W atch Tower Society, J . F. Ruther- 
ford, had delivered a t a convention in 
London, England. T hat really renewed the 
spark of in te rest th a t had lain dorm ant 
for years. I knew I had to make a decision. 
The following year I qu it the band and 
retu rned  home to A rkansas.

Spiritual Progress
Music, as well as fishing and hunting, 

now took second place in  my life. Spiritual 
things became more m eaningful as I be- 
gan to seek first the Kingdom. (M atthew 
6:33) Jehovah became real to me, and I 
had a burn ing  desire to serve him. I made 
a dedication to Jehovah and was baptized 
November 27, 1939, in a cold A rkansas 
creek. My m other was baptized soon after- 
ward.
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response pacified the m an, and I was 
able to get away safely. As I left, I 
thanked Jehovah for his pro tection  and 
for p u tt in g  th e  r ig h t  w ords in  m y 
mouth.

On another occasion, I was playing a 
recorded Bible lecture for a m an when I 

noticed th a t som ething 
was wrong. His face set, 
and he actually tu rned  
white. But he kept lis- 
ten ing . W hen the  re- 
cording finished, I non- 
chalantly asked how he 
lik ed  i t .  He p a u s e d  
and replied: “A t f irs t 
I thought it was Jeho- 
vah’s W itnesses, and I 
was going to kill you.” 
I commended him  for 
hearing a m atte r before 
judging and gave him  a 
printed serm on and left. 
I wanted him  to know 
who I was but only afte r 
I had left.

A new congregation 
was established in Bon- 
nerdale w here I grew  
up. A fter serving as the 
company, or congrega- 
tion , se rv an t for two 
years and  seeing  th e  
group grow to 17 pub- 

lishers, I was asked by the traveling over- 
seer to move into Hot Springs and serve 
as congregation overseer. This I did in 
1942. Associating with the m ature, older 
brothers there was very beneficial to my 
spiritual development.

During those days, Jehovah provided 
for my needs in so many ways. Once I had 
no money to pay $5 to renew my car 
license. I prayed to Jehovah about it and 
went out in the m inistry. That m orning I

country, and thousands of young W itness- 
es were im prisoned. Although I received a 
4-D classification as a m inister, I faced 
severe opposition, including th rea ts  to my 
life.

Aiming his shotgun righ t a t me, a man 
ordered: “Get off my property before I 
s h o o t!” He h a d  rec- 
ognized me as a W it- 
ness as I approached his 
house. Needless to say, I 
left w ithout hesitation.
Then there  was the m an 
w ith whom I studied the 
Bible who w arned me 
th a t he had heard th a t 
som eone o u t e a s t  of 
town was planning to 
kill me when I got to his 
house.

A few m onths la te r  
while in th a t area, I was 
invited in by a house- 
w ife and  began  play- 
ing a phonograph rec- 
ord of a Bible lecture 
by B rother Rutherford.
While the recording was 
p lay in g , th e  h u sb an d  
came in and stood be- 
tw een me and the door, 
tak ing  out his knife. He 
asked w hat my business 
was but then  wouldn’t 
le t me explain. “W ill you salute the flag or 
fight in  the  arm y?” he demanded, as he 
brandished his knife a t me. Immediately I 
recalled my friend’s w arning and won- 
dered how to respond.

“How would you feel,” I asked the 
knife wielder, “if someone accused you of 
supporting N azism ?” Indignantly , I con- 
tinued: “I ’m no more for H itler than  you 
are. All I ’m in terested  in is helping peo- 
pie understand  the Bible.” Somehow the
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“How would you feel,” I asked the knife wielder, “if  
someone accused you of supporting Nazism ?”

the assignm ent, and I agreed to give it my 
best. It was a real challenge bu t also a joy 
and a privilege. Over 90 members of the 
Bethel family were to be on the different 
programs each week. The new form at was 
to consist of about 65 percent recorded 
music, including a 15-minute program  of 
my singing each week. The res t of the 
tim e was devoted to Bible lectures, Bible 
studies, answ ering Bible questions, and 
other methods of presenting Bible infor- 
mation, as well as new scasts and inform a- 
tion on public safety.

Baptizing My Father
W hen I was on vacation from Bethel in 

the summer of 1950, I had the unique 
happiness of baptizing my own father! For 
27 years he had read the Society’s publi- 
cations, but it took him  m any years to 
accept fully th a t Jehovah is using an or- 
ganization through which He is dispens- 
ing His tru th s. (M atthew 24:45-47) At one 
time, Dad had actually been an atheist. 
Why was tha t?

Well, when my 13-year-old brother Jim  
died, the clergyman preached him  righ t 
into a burning hell because the boy did not 
belong to a church. This stunned Dad. He 
reasoned: ‘Why should I worship a god 
who is a fiend, a to rtu re r? ’ He thought 
th a t what the preacher said was in the 
Bible. So he became an atheist. B ut his 
faith  in God was restored when, in his 
first discussion with a Bible S tudent (Je- 
hovah’s W itness), she convinced him  from 
the Bible th a t hell is not a place of to rtu re  
but m ankind’s common grave.

Marriage
In 1952 I faced another decision. Jean  

Mylton, a zealous pioneer, and I decided to

received an unsolicited donation of exact- 
ly $5!

Bethel Service
In 1944 I was assigned as a special 

pioneer in Joliet, Illinois. While I was 
there, an  article appeared in the  Informant 
(now Our Kingdom Ministry) about Bethel 
service in Brooklyn, New York. I decided 
to apply and was accepted.

W hen I arrived a t Bethel in M arch 
1945, there were only about 230 in the 
world headquarters family in Brooklyn 
compared to over 2,500 today! For five 
years I enjoyed w orking in various places, 
including the Service D epartm ent. Then 
one day B rother K norr, president of the 
Society, called me to his office.

“You have been selected to manage the 
Society’s radio sta tion  W BBR,” he said. I 
couldn’t  believe it.

“I know nothing about m anaging a ra- 
dio s ta tion ,” I said.

“You used to play on one, d idn’t  you?” 
he asked.

“B ut th a t’s d ifferent from  m anaging 
one,” I protested.

B rother K norr encouraged me to accept
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to Mexico, and I was asked to serve as 
branch overseer. I was shocked! We did 
not know the Spanish language, and I 
knew little about branch work. B u t our 
tru s t was in Jehovah, and we certainly 
needed it. The field was big and a lot 
of organizing was required, bu t the  10- 

cal brothers were willing, 
and Jehovah blessed the 
work.

A fter serving for some 
years in  Mexico, I was 
again given the privilege 
of a ttending  Gilead School 
in  New Y ork . W h en  I 
g ra d u a te d , J e a n  an d  I 
were given a new assign- 
m ent, in the circuit work 
in Guatem ala. Jean  had 
some health problems, so 
later we returned  to the 
United S tates where I con- 
tin u e d  to  serve in  th e  
traveling work. For sever- 
al years I also ta u g h t the 

two-week classes of the Kingdom M inistry  
School for elders. Finally, we re tu rned  to 
take up Bethel service in Brooklyn, and we 
have been in th is most blessed place ever 
since.

So here I am a t 69 years of age, having 
enjoyed many undeserved privileges in the 
full-time service over the  past 45 years. 1 
can say th a t Jehovah is good and his bless- 
ings are rich. Jean, my faithful wife dur- 
ing the past 34 years, has been an espe- 
cially rich blessing to me. I know th a t 
Jehovah can bless the small ones as well 
as the g reat ones, and I have appreciated 
my blessings as a small one. (Psalm 115: 
13) It is my decision and desire to keep on 
serving our great and loving God Jehovah 
in whatever way he directs, to his honor 
and praise.

m arry. Someone asked Jean  w hat her fu- 
tu re  plans were, and she explained th a t 
since a t th a t tim e there  was no arrange- 
m ent to  bring  wives to Bethel, we were 
going to  pioneer in L ittle  Rock, Arkansas. 
“How can you go down there when you 
don’t  have anyth ing  m aterially?” the per- 
son asked.

T rue , we d id n ’t  have 
m uch m oney, as I had  
been in full-tim e service 
fo r 12 y e a rs  an d  J e a n  
7. This person suggested 
th a t we both work full- 
tim e for six m onths to  
“buy a car and save up 
about $600.” W hen Jean  
asked me about it, I said:
“How do we know we can’t  
make i t —we haven’t  tried  
it. If we need to, we can 
qu it la te r and work full- 
tim e , b u t le t us t ry  i t  
f irs t.”

To our am azem ent, we 
received a car and exactly $600 as wed- 
ding gifts. Jehovah knew we needed it, 
and he provided it because we made the 
decision to stay  in the  full-time work. 
(M alach i 3 :10 ) W e p io n e ered  a few 
m onths, and then  I was invited to enter 
the  circuit work in 1953, and the following 
year we were invited to the W atchtower 
Bible School of Gilead. A fter graduation 
Jean  accompanied me in the d istric t work 
for two years.

Foreign Service and Back to Bethel
In  1957 we were serv ing  in  Pasco, 

W ashington, when the mailm an brought 
a special-delivery le tte r from The Presi- 
dent’s Office. I excused myself from the 
m eeting for service w ith the brothers, and 
Jean  and I w ent into another room and 
opened the le tter. We were invited to go

Sam Friend and his 
wife Jean today
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teenage years. In fact, while the problems 
of adolescence are sometimes overstated, 
experienced parents w arn th a t you should 
expect some anxious tim es during th a t 
period. Can you prepare for them  now, 
while your child is still young? Yes, there 
are definite steps you can take. For exam- 
pie, we should help them  to develop . . .

An Intimate Relationship 
With Jehovah

Young Samuel, whose b irth  was an an- 
swer to the prayer of Hannah, his moth- 
er, ‘grew up with Jehovah / (1 Samuel 2: 
20, 21) W hat a wonderful upbringing! Re- 
member, too, th a t on one occasion parents 
brought their young children to Jesus. At 
first, the disciples reprim anded them, but 
“at seeing this Jesus was indignant and 
said to them: ‘Let the young children come 
to me; do not try  to stop them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to suchlike ones.' ” 
Jesus approved of the p aren ts’ bringing 
their children to him. He took the children 
into his arms and blessed them .—M ark

10:13־16.
Can parents today help the ir children to

ALL C hristian  parents w ant to see their 
children grow into m ature, Christian 

adults. U nfortunately, th is does not al- 
ways happen. It is by no means automatic 
th a t the child of a C hristian parent will 
himself grow up to be a Christian. Why is 
tha t?

We can see one reason from P eter’s 
words: “As newborn infants, form a long- 
ing for the unadulterated  milk belonging 
to the word, th a t through it you may grow 
to salvation.” (1 Peter 2:2, 3) The exhorta- 
tion to “form a longing” suggests th a t our 
children will not naturally  have a longing 
for spiritual things. We may have to form, 
or develop, such a longing in them. Yet, as 
the tex t also shows, salvation is involved. 
Ju s t as children have to learn to like 
healthfu l food if they  are to grow to 
healthy adulthood, so they m ust learn to 
enjoy spiritual food if they are to “grow to 
salvation.”

P aren ts—do you have children who are 
not yet teenagers? Has your program of 
child raising and discipline worked well for 
you up to th is point? If so, th a t is fine. 
However, th ings may change during the
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Jesus  1 vas willing to spend time with other people’s 
children. Surely we can spend time with our own

the same. Strive to make the program  
interesting.

W ith young children you do not have 
to stick to a formal question-and-answer 
method, nor do you have to make each 
study last a whole hour. Adapt the study 
to your child. Tell him stories about Bible 
characters. Let him draw pictures of Bi- 
ble scenes. Let the children act out Bible 
events and dramas. Give them  homework 
to prepare. Make it lively and varied. You 
want your child to “form a longing” for the 
word, so make it as tasty  as you can for 
him .—1 Peter 2:2, 3.

The results are worth the effort because 
they are long-lasting. If your child enjoys 
spiritual things when he is young, he can 
be helped to develop an in tim ate relation- 
ship with Jehovah th a t will last through- 
out his lifetime. “S tart a boy on the righ t 
road, and even in old age he will not leave 
it.” (Proverbs 22:6, The New English Bi- 
ble) But there is something else th a t will 
help your child to develop a love of spiritu- 
al things. W hat is that?

A Happy, Balanced Family
Yes, ju st as a plant grows best when the 

soil is rich and the atmosphere is ju s t 
right, so a child will flourish spiritually in  
a happy family atmosphere. However, for 
such an atmosphere to exist, family mem- 
bers need to spend time together. Parents, 
do you make sure th a t your family mem- 
bers spend time together and talk to one 
another? Do you have a family policy on 
TV viewing? on recreation? on choice of 
music? on family study? on other spiritual 
activities? W hat is the family atmosphere 
like a t evening mealtime? In many homes 
the evening meal is the best tim e for the

‘grow up w ith Jehovah’ and bring them to 
Jesus Christ, thus helping them  develop a 
relationship w ith Jehovah and Jesus? They 
can, bu t it takes time. Jesus was willing to 
spend tim e w ith other people’s children, so 
surely we can spend tim e w ith our own. If 
possible, we should s ta r t from infancy, as 
Tim othy’s m other did. (2 Timothy 3:15) 
We should talk about Jehovah and Jesus 
as real persons, teaching our little ones to 
appreciate some of the ir wonderful ere- 
ative works. W hen we take them to the 
park, to the zoo, or out in the country, we 
can help them  to see Jehovah’s hand in the 
wonders they see. By means of our conver- 
sation, we can develop in them  a desire to 
do w hat is righ t because th is pleases Jeho- 
vah God and Jesus Christ. (Compare Deu- 
teronom y 6:7.) Do not put off doing this. 
The tim e th a t our children are little is far 
too short. They grow up quickly, so time 
spent w ith them  is precious.—Matthew 
19:13-15.

Of course, the  prim ary way we teach our 
children the tru th  and help them  to gain 
an intim acy w ith Jehovah is by means of a 
family Bible study. This will be most sue- 
cessful, however, if we . . .

Make It Enjoyable
A m other who w ants her child to enjoy 

wholesome food does not force huge quan- 
tities of it down his throat. Rather, she 
will p repare  it  ta ste fu lly  and encour- 
age him to eat small portions at a time, 
gradually building his ta ste  for it. Some- 
th ing  sim ilar is needed for spiritual food. 
W hether you are s ta rting  a study program 
for the first tim e or you w ant to do some- 
th ing  about your program  because your 
child is getting  bored, the requirem ent is
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I f  you want your child to ‘form a longing for the 
w ord/ m ake it as tasty as possible for him

tha t you would have him choose for him- 
self. Thus, one of the most im portant ways 
a parent can contribute to his child’s hap- 
piness and spirituality  is to assist him to 
set meaningful goals. These goals should 
be worthwhile and realistic. They should 
also be attainable w ithin a reasonable pe- 
riod of time. Then, when some goals are 
achieved, this will encourage the child to 
set others th a t are higher.

It is a common m istake to wait for a 
child to set his own goals in life. A child’s 
experience is too limited. If parents do not 
help him to set goals, someone else will 
—perhaps the children at school or the 
school counselors. C hristian parents can 
help the child set goals th a t harmonize 
with his appreciation for spiritual things. 
Young children could make it the ir goal 
to qualify to join the Theocratic M inistry 
School. In the field service, good goals to 
be achieved one by one could be to offer a 
handbill a t the door, to give a magazine 
presentation, and then  to give a simple 
sermon. Study goals could be set. Children 
could gradually learn the order of books of 
the Bible and memorize certain  key texts. 
Career goals should be talked about early. 
While school counselors will hold out one 
kind of career, C h ris tian  p a ren ts  can 
stress goals th a t will satisfy the child’s 
growing in terest in serving Jehovah, such 
as pioneering, Bethel, and m issionary ser- 
vice.

Parents also w ant the ir child to develop 
a sense of responsibility. They can help 
him tra in  his conscience on the basis of 
Bible principles. As he develops, they  
should let him know th a t they tru s t him to 
do the righ t thing. In some endeavors they 
may give limited freedom, and if the child

family to be together. It affords the oppor- 
tun ity  to discuss w hat has happened dur- 
ing the day, to share a little humor and 
relaxed talk. It can be good for everybody.

Remember, too, th a t while children need 
spiritual activities and have to fulfill their 
responsibilities in the home, they also need 
tim e to play. Charles R. Foster, in his book 
Psychology for Life Today, said: “Recogniz- 
ing the im portance of recreation in the 
lives of th e ir  children, paren ts  should 
make provision for the children to enjoy 
these experiences. . . . Children, as they 
grow older and develop, should see the 
relationship between these activities and 
family expenses as well as home responsi- 
bilities. If they do recognize these relation- 
ships, and do not use recreation as an 
escape from home duties and responsibili- 
ties, a happier atm osphere in the home will 
resu lt.”

P arents who help the ir child to devel- 
op a balanced a ttitude  toward recreation, 
work, and sp iritual m a tte rs  contribute 
much to his enjoyment of spiritual things 
and his closeness to Jehovah. (Compare 
2 Timothy 3:4b; T itus 3:3.) Such progress 
will bring them  much joy. And there is 
something else they can s ta r t doing to 
build the ir child’s appreciation of spiritual 
th ings in early childhood:

Help Set Worthwhile Goals
Wise King Solomon gave good advice on 

child rearing when he said: “Train up a 
boy according to the way for him; even 
when he grows old he will not tu rn  aside 
from i t .” (Proverbs 22:6) “According to the 
way for him ” could mean either according 
to his capacity, or, more likely, in the 
m anner of life, the way, the goal in life,
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pare Proverbs 1:24, 25.) We should feel the 
same sense of responsibility toward our 
children. We w ant them  to develop a spir- 
itual attitude. Regular prayer for help is 
essential.

Do Not Give Up
Is any of this easy? Of course not. I t is 

rewarding but not easy. W hen our child

Annual Meeting
October 4, 1986

THE ANNUAL MEETING of the mem- 
bers of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract 
Society of Pennsylvania on October 4, 
1986, will be held at the Assembly Hall 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 2932 Kennedy 
Boulevard, Jersey City, New Jersey. A 
preliminary meeting of the members only 
will be held at 9:30 a.m., followed by the 
general annual meeting at 10:00 a.m., 
Saturday, October 4, 1986.

It will be appreciated if the members of 
the Corporation will inform the Secre- 
tary’s Office of any change in their mail- 
ing addresses during the past year so 
that the regular letters of notice and 
proxies can reach them shortly after Au- 
gust 15.

The proxies, which will be sent to the 
members along with the notice of the 
annual meeting, are to be returned so as 
to reach the Office of the Secretary of 
the Society not later than September 1. 
As each member knows, he should com- 
plete and return his proxy promptly, stat- 
ing whether he is going to be at the 
meeting personally or not. The informa- 
tion given on each proxy should be def- 
inite on this point, as it will be relied upon 
in determining in advance those who will 
actually be personally present.

It is expected that the entire session, 
including the formal business meeting 
and reports, will be concluded by 
1:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter. There will 
be no afternoon session. Due to limited 
space, admission will be by ticket only. 
No arrangements will be made for tying 
in the annual meeting by telephone lines 
to other locations.

makes a m istake, they can help him to 
learn from it, instead of severely criticiz- 
ing him. E arn ing  a name for being depend- 
able is an achievement children will be 
proud of, and it will contribute to their 
‘growing to salvation.’

As the child grows, the parents watch 
for changes and alertly adapt train ing  and 
discipline to new situations. They are com- 
pletely honest and open w ith him. They 
communicate how they feel about his ac- 
tions and changes. By being honest and 
open, they hope to help him communicate 
freely w ith them —he will not become a 
s tranger in the house.

Young David cultivated a longing for 
sp iritual things. The psalms th a t he wrote 
reveal a deep appreciation of Jehovah’s 
love. (Psalm  23:1-6) This confidence in 
Jehovah stood him in good stead when he 
had to face up to a wild bear, a lion, and 
finally the Philistine g ian t Goliath who 
had struck te rro r into the hearts of the 
whole Israelite army. Imagine how proud 
Jesse, David’s father, m ust have been be- 
cause of David’s faith! David developed 
an in tim acy w ith Jehovah th a t lasted 
a ll th ro u g h  h is  life . (1 S am uel 17: 
3 2 5 0 ־37, 45־ ; Psalm 19:9, 10, 14; 15:1, 2; 
24:3, 4) Our children can build a similar 
in tim acy and make us sim ilarly proud 
—w ith our help. But we cannot do it alone.

Pray for Help
W hen M anoah learned  th a t he was 

going to become a father, he asked for 
guidance on how to bring up the child and 
how to tra in  him. Jehovah answered his 
prayer. (Judges 13:8, 12, 24) Parents to- 
day, too, should not neglect praying to 
Jehovah about the ir children, imploring 
him for wisdom as they try  to guide them 
onto the way to life. Samuel, a prophet of 
Jehovah, considered it to be a “sin against 
Jehovah” if he neglected to pray in behalf 
of Jehovah’s people. (1 Samuel 12:23; com­
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for the word of God, th a t through it they 
may “grow to salvation.” Sometimes, it is 
true, despite much hard  work, C hristian 
parents see the ir children grow up and 
then reject the tru th . Nevertheless, dili- 
gent work on our part will reduce the 
likelihood of this happening. W ith Jeho- 
vah’s help we will work hard  to tra in  our 
children according to the way for them. 
May our reward be to see them  endure 
in the way of the tru th  throughout their 
lives.—Hebrews 12:16; 1 P eter 2:2; Prov- 
erbs 22:6.

becomes a teenager, problems and crises 
are sure to arise. W hen they surface, do 
not be panic stricken. Handle them  one by 
one and do not expect miracles. Be firm, 
but do not overreact; refrain  from making 
cu tting  rem arks but deal patiently with 
the problem. If we m ain tain  our composure 
in this way, generally the crisis passes, 
and we can once again enjoy closeness 
with our child.

All God-fearing parents w ant the best 
for the ir children. We w ant them to ‘ap- 
preciate sacred th ings,’ to form a longing

Q uestions From R eaders
■ Can a Christian who has earthly hopes be spoken of as part of 
the “great crowd” now, in view of the fact that he has not yet 
survived “the great tribulation”?— Revelation 7:9, 14.

Someone might reason: Jesus 
was pointing to a future gather- 
ing of “other sheep,” hence the 
term applies only to those who, 
after Jesus spoke, would accept 
the Biblical hope of everlasting 
life on earth. However, it seems 
unnecessary to confine the term 
thusly, as if Jesus were defining 
matters chronologically or se- 
quentially. We believe that he 
was stressing that he was the 
shepherd of the unified sheep. 
Some sheeplike persons come 
into a fold to go to heaven. There 
are also other sheep who will 
accept him as shepherd; these 
will be at unity with those first 
mentioned. Having this view, the 
term “other sheep” includes men 
of faith who died before Jesus 
inaugurated the way to heaven, 
such as Noah, Abraham, Job, 
David, and John the Baptizer. 
(Matthew 11:11; Acts 2:29; He- 
brews 10:19, 20) When these 
are resurrected in the new sys- 
tern of things, they can accept 
the Fine Shepherd and have the 
prospect of endless earthly life 
with the rest of Jesus’ “other 
sheep.”

lation” so that they could qualify 
for survival. Thus we have ap- 
plied the term “great crowd” to 
loyal Christians who at this time 
serve Jehovah God with the 
prospect of survival and of their 
being ,guided to fountains of wa- 
ters of life’ on earth. (Revelation 
7:17) If one of the “great crowd” 
should die now, just before the 
“great tribulation,” there is every 
reason to look forward to his or 
her resurrection to life on earth.

Similar points can be made 
concerning the term “other 
sheep.” In John 10:7-16, Jesus 
first spoke of his “sheep,” whom 
we understand to be the “little 
flock” destined for heavenly life. 
Jesus next said: Ί have other 
sheep, which are not of this 
[heavenly] fold; those also I must 
bring, and they will listen to my 
voice, and they will become one 
flock, one shepherd.” We have 
often presented Scriptural evi- 
dence identifying the “other 
sheep” as those whose prospect 
is earthly life.—Luke 12:32.

Yes, that is appropriate in view 
of his or her prospects.

Revelation chapter 7 mentions 
two groups. First the 144,000 
“sealed out of every tribe of the 
sons of Israel.” (Revelation 7:4) 
Comparing Revelation 14:1-5 
shows that the 144,000 are 
“bought from the earth,” to be- 
come “firstfruits to God.” These, 
therefore, are the ones who will 
reign in heaven with Christ. (Ga- 
latians 6:16; 2 Timothy 4:18) 
The second group is “a great 
crowd, which no man was able to 
number,” who “come out of the 
great tribulation.”

In its setting, Revelation 7: 
9-17 depicts the earthly survi- 
vors of the coming tribulation. So 
someone who wanted to be ex- 
tremely exacting might restrict 
the term “great crowd” to per- 
sons who have survived that trib- 
ulation. But is it necessary to be 
that restrictive? We do not be- 
lieve so. Obviously, those who 
will survive had to have been 
gathered before “the great tribu-
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W hy the
Cynical
Com m ents?

A reader of the A wake!magazine in 
England wondered why some people make 
such cynical comments about it, explaining:

“Though not of your faith, I am consistently 
impressed at the insight and clarity of your 
magazine.

“I am often amazed at the cynical comments 
visitors to my home make when they see a 
copy laying around. Could it be that Awake! 
hits too many ‘home truths’ about ourselves?

“I was particularly interested last year in 
your articles on alcohol and, as an ex-drunk, 
the Bible extract about drink turning ‘like a 
snake’ confirms to me, once more, the wisdom 
of that book.”
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