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THE PURPOSE OF “THE WATCHTOWER” is 
to exalt Jehovah God as the Sovereign of the 
universe. It keeps watch on world events as 
they fulfill Bible prophecy. It comforts all peo- 
pies with the good news that God’s Kingdom 
will soon destroy those who oppress their 
fellowmen and that it will turn the earth into a 
paradise. It encourages faith in the now- 
reigning King, Jesus Christ, whose shed blood 
opens the way for mankind to gain eternal life. 
“The Watchtower,” published by Jehovah’s 
Witnesses continuously since 1879, is nonpo- 
litical. It adheres to the Bible as its authority.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

August 3: Living for God’s Will—Today and Forever. 
Page 18. Songs to Be Used: 34, 191.

August 10: Lining Up With Jehovah’s Integrity Keep- 
ers. Page 23. Songs to Be Used: 202, 13.



LIBERATION
— How Desirable!

ble, tells us more. The g ist of the story, as 
found a t Genesis 3:1-7, is this:

Shortly after m an and woman’s ere- 
ation, the woman was approached by an 
angelic creature. His actions betrayed a 
desire to break free from the au thority  of 
his Creator. So it is not surprising  th a t he 
asserted th a t w hat she and her husband 
needed was liberation. W as it not true, he 
argued, th a t God had placed restric tions 
upon them ? But why, he asked, should 
they not eat from “the fru it of the tree . . .  
in the middle of the garden”? A fter all, 
“the tree was desirable to look upon,” was 
it not? Indeed!

Break away, he urged, and “your eyes 
are bound to be opened and you are bound 
to be like God, knowing good and bad .” 
How desirable! Yes, liberation from God’s 
“oppressive” rule was made to appear to be 
as precious as life itself.

“Give me liberty or give me death!” 
Adam and Eve got bo th—to th e ir sorrow 
and ours! How so?

IVE me liberty  or give me death!” 
V J  cried the American patrio t Patrick 

Henry over 200 years ago. For him, liber- 
ation was more precious th an  life itself. 
Down through the centuries, millions of 
people have had sim ilar feelings.

W ithin the past half century, however, 
the desire for liberation has taken on new 
dimensions. Colonial powers have been di- 
vested of millions of subjects as these 
sought and achieved political indepen- 
dence. Social, economic, and even reli- 
gious movements have been set up to seek 
liberation from oppression and discrimi- 
nation, either real or im agined. Never be- 
fore have so many m en w anted liberation 
from the au thority  of employers and gov- 
ernm ents, so m any women from the au- 
tho rity  of husbands and fathers, and so 
many children from the au thority  of par- 
ents and teachers. Still, liberation move- 
m ents are  no th ing  new. In fact, they 
are alm ost as old as m ankind itself. The 
world’s oldest h istory  book, the Holy Bi­
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“All C reation  Keeps On G roaning”
—Why?

get sick, suffer abnorm al physical and 
m ental pain, and shed tears of sorrow. Or, 
as expressed in Bible language, th a t is 
why “all creation keeps on groaning to- 
gether and being in pain together un til 
now.״—Romans 8:22.

M an’s firs t libera tion  a tte m p t th u s  
turned out to be one th a t enslaved him. 
For 60 centuries now, he has been try ing  
to liberate him self from its  bad effects. 
But with w hat success?

THE first m an and woman turned their 
backs on God. B ut having gained the 

“liberation” they w anted, they now had to 
m anage affairs as best they could. They 
soon discovered th a t the ir best was far 
from good enough. Inexperience and lim- 
ited knowledge led to problems.

T hat is why m any of us have become 
victim s of d iscrim ination  or injustice. 
That is why all of us have come into 
bondage to hum an im perfections, why we

Political Liberation
—trium phs of hopeful zealotry over expe- 
rience.”

Replacing one im perfect governm ent 
with another is hardly the ideal way to 
bring about real liberation. Hence, wise 
King Solomon was divinely inspired to 
write: “Man has dominated man to his 
injury.” (Ecclesiastes 8:9) Obviously, “all 
creation [will keep] on groaning together 
and being in pain” until perfect govern- 
ment makes liberation from imperfect rule 
a reality.

Man has experimented with all kinds of 
government. Those oppressive or unjust, or 
th a t failed to meet the people’s immediate 
needs, have been discarded or even violent- 
ly overthrown and replaced by others—but 
w ith dubious results.

J o u rn a lis t  Lance M orrow, speaking 
about political revolutions, observes: “His- 
tory has paraded past too many utopian 
d ra m a s  of t r a n s fo rm a tio n  th a t  end- 
ed by being as to talitarian , as murderous, 
as the  regim es th a t they  swept away

Replacing one imperfect government with another imperfect one is no 
solution for bringing about real liberation

Liberation From National and Racial Discrimination
Some so-called Christians claim th a t black 
skin color is the result of a divine curse 
placed upon Canaan and his descendants, 
consigning them to a position of servitude. 
In this they err. The black race descended 
not from Canaan but from Cush and pos- 
sibly Put. And no curse was placed upon 
either of them .—Genesis 9:24, 25; 10:6.

Despite th is fact, blacks have often 
found themselves socially and economical-

Racial or national prejudices directly 
contradict the Bible tru ths tha t God “made 
out of one man every nation of men” and 
th a t “God is not partial, but in every nation 
the man th a t fears him and works righ- 
teousness is acceptable to him .” (Acts 17: 
26; 10:34, 35) But those seeking equal 
treatm ent have often failed to find it, even 
in nations professing to be Christian.

For example, consider the black race.
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religious ignorance, and lack of neighbor 
love.

So “all creation [will keep] on groaning 
together and being in pain” until racial 
discrimination is wiped out by God’s King־ 
dom through Christ.

ly downtrodden even by fellow blacks. They 
have longed for liberation. But their liber- 
ation movements, despite sit-ins and pro- 
te st marches, have brought only partial 
success. Unable to change hearts fully, they 
have failed to wipe out racial prejudice,

Civil disobedience, sit-ins, and protest marches do not change hearts

The Liberation of Women
a number of fem inist movements have 
tried to shake it off.

But the Women’s Liberation Movement, 
while effecting some changes for the bet- 
ter, has failed because it is contrary to the 
balanced liberation th a t God promises. “All 
creation [will keep] on groaning together 
and being in pain” until God’s Kingdom 
teaches all men to love “their wives as their 
own bodies” and to trea t “older women as 
mothers, younger women as sisters with all 
chasteness.”—Ephesians 5:28; 1 Timothy 
5:2.

Before explaining how th a t day will 
come, we m ust deal w ith another impor- 
tan t question. Ju st how should Christians 
view today’s liberation movements?

Down through the centuries, women 
have been m istreated and often considered 
to be second-rate humans. This is no fault 
of their Creator. He did not create the 
woman in order for m an to view her simply 
as a sex object. N either was the man in- 
structed to tyrannize over her. As m an’s 
wife, she was to be his “helper,” to serve “as 
a complement of him ,” to become “one 
flesh” w ith him .—Genesis 1:26-28; 2:18-24.

Eve’s desire for independence from God’s 
loving authority  resulted not in freedom 
but in harsh  subjugation. Foreseeing this, 
God foretold: “Your craving will be for your 
husband, and he will dominate you.” (Gen- 
esis 3:16) For many women, imperfect male 
domination has been most unpleasant, and

The Women's Liberation Movement has failed because it is 
contrary to the balanced liberation that God promises

How Christians Should Feel About

LIBERATION
cised for his own good, he longs for liber- 
ation. A fter becoming of age and leaving 
home, he finally achieves the liberation he 
has always wanted. But years la ter, a fter 
having become a chain smoker and a bor- 
derline alcoholic, his doctor tells him  th a t 
for health  reasons he m ust give up both 
smoking and drinking. He finds th is  dif- 
ficult to do. His liberation has led to ad- 
diction, to enslavement.

CHRISTIANS are opposed to “libera- 
tion” th a t rejects properly exercised 

authority . W hy? Because in  reality  it does 
not liberate—it enslaves. A simple exam- 
pie may serve to illu stra te  this.

A youth chafes under the  au thority  of 
his parents, who forbid him to smoke and 
to drink  alcoholic beverages. Not appreci- 
a ting  th a t th e ir au thority  is being exer­
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Liberation From Absolute Authority
God’s kingdom.1—״ Corinthians 6:9, 10.

It is particularly in this worldly-wise, so- 
phisticated 20th century tha t man has tried 
to liberate himself from such moral guide- 
lines. Yet, despite any so-called liberation, he 
cannot free himself from the consequences of 
practicing what God defines to be sin. R ather 
than being free, such persons have become 
slaves to their own desires, lusts, and pas- 
sions, as Jesus clearly showed in saying: 
“Every doer of sin is a slave of sin.״—John 
8:34; see also Romans 6:16.

God’s authority is absolute and is based 
upon his being the Creator. This gives him 
the right to determine for his creatures what 
is proper conduct, what is moral and what is 
immoral. These standards, established for 
m ankind’s welfare, are plainly set out in 
the Bible. “Do not be misled,” it says. “Nei- 
ther fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul- 
terers, nor men kept for unnatural purpos- 
es, nor men who lie with men, nor thieves, 
nor greedy persons, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit

God's authority is absolute and is based upon his being the Creator

Liberation From Relative Authority
minorities? The Bible’s counsel is: “If you see 
any oppression of the one of little means and 
the violent taking away of judgment and of 
righteousness in a jurisdictional district, do 
not be amazed over the affair, for one th a t 
is higher than the high one is watching.״ 
(Ecclesiastes 5:8) It may be possible to ap- 
peal to a higher governmental authority or 
court. But even if justice is not obtained 
by tha t means, God’s servants can be confi- 
dent that, “as regards Jehovah, his eyes 
are roving about through all the earth to 
show his strength in behalf of those whose 
heart is complete toward him.2—״ Chroni- 
cles 16:9.

It is a similar situation with a family. If 
husbands or fathers should misuse their au- 
thority, we can be sure tha t God eventually 
will right such matters, not allowing any 
injustices to exist in his righteous new sys- 
tern soon to come. In the meantime, Chris- 
tian women and children continue to respect 
the principle of Christian headship, even if it 
is sometimes abused. They appreciate tha t it 
is not meant to belittle but is designed to 
ensure peace and unity within both the fam- 
ily and the Christian congregation.—1 Co- 
rinthians 11:3.

Government officials have the right to 
exercise authority within the state, parents 
w ithin the family, teachers within the school 
system, and Christian elders within the con- 
gregation. Of course, the authority is only 
relative. For example, the absolute authority 
of Jehovah, who commands tha t his servants 
read his Word and associate with fellow 
Christians, would take precedence over the 
relative authority of the husband who might 
demand th a t his wife do neither of these 
th ings.—Acts 5:29.

In recognition of the s ta te ’s relative 
authority, however, Christians could not 
participate in liberation movements to over- 
throw such authority. They could not con- 
done civil disobedience simply because they 
disagree with governmental policy, neither 
could they encourage the withholding of tax- 
es as a way of protesting against certain 
policies. “He who opposes the authority has 
taken a stand against the arrangem ent of 
God,״ said the apostle Paul, adding: “Those 
who have taken a stand against it will receive 
judgment to themselves.”—Romans 13:1-4.

But what if a government official is unjust 
and misuses his authority? W hat if he dis- 
criminates against individuals or unpopular

Christians do not rebel against the state because of policies 
for which it will have to answer to God
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“Liberation” From Authority Within the Congregation
for enough individual freedom. This has 
caused them to stop associating with Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses; no longer are they willing 
to be submissive to those keeping watch 
over their souls. Although these persons 
possibly consider them selves liberated, 
their “liberation״ has, in fact, enslaved 
them once again to false religious beliefs 
and practices.

True Christians respect authority, both 
the absolute authority of God and the rel- 
ative authority of humans. This proper 
view of authority prevents them  from mis- 
using the Christian freedom th a t a knowl- 
edge of the tru th  has given them.

W ith regard to headship in the Christian 
congregation, God’s W ord states: “Be obe- 
dient to those who are taking the lead 
among you and be submissive, for they are 
keeping watch over your souls as those who 
will render an account.” (Hebrews 13:17) 
Although this authority  of elders is rela- 
tive, yet it has been delegated to them by 
God through his holy spirit. Thus it has 
been granted in a more direct way than  the 
relative authority delegated, for example, 
to government officials.—Acts 20:28.

Some have felt th a t the regulations and 
instructions issued by God’s visible organi- 
zation are too restrictive, not allowing

True Christians respect authority, both the absolute 
authority of God and the relative authority of humans

Appreciating the 
Suprem e Authority, 

Jehovah God

Paying 
back  
to the 

secular 
authority

Recognizing relative  
authority in the 

congregation



M a k e  P ro p e r U s e  o f  
C h ris tia n  L ib e ra tio n

slaved man by means of religious error. 
Then at God’s war of Har-M agedon, he 
will liberate mankind from imperfect hu- 
man governments by crushing them out of 
existence. (Daniel 2:44; Revelation 18:21; 
 He will even liberate humans (־19:1121
from the prime backer of enslavem ent 
when Satan is made inactive, unable to 
“mislead the nations anymore until the 
thousand years [have] ended.”—Revela- 
tion 20:2, 3.

By the end of his Thousand Year Reign, 
Christ will completely have liberated man 
from all the bad effects th a t resulted from 
the original liberation movement back in 
Eden. M istreated racial groups will have 
been liberated from unjust or discrim ina- 
tory treatm ent. Women will have been lib- 
erated from oppressive male domination. 
Sick persons will have been liberated from 
disease. Elderly persons will have been lib- 
erated from the debilitating effects of old 
age. And, wonder of wonders, bereaved 
persons will have been liberated from sor- 
row, for their dead loved ones will have 
been liberated from the grave!—Revelation 
20 ־1321:5: ; see also Psalm 146:5-10.

By preaching this divine message of lib- 
eration, Jehovah’s W itnesses today are us- 
ing their own Christian liberation in a 
beneficial way. How shortsighted it would 
be for them to support human liberation 
movements, which, a t best, can bring only 
partial relief and which, in reality, obscure 
the real liberation hope.

Think of it: You have the opportunity of 
living to experience a liberation far grand- 
er than the liberty of which Patrick Henry 
spoke. Moreover, you have the opportunity 
of enjoying its blessings after Armaged- 
don, to all eternity!

CHRISTIANS have been “called for 
freedom,” but they are warned not to 

“use this freedom as an inducement for the 
flesh.” (Galatians 5:13; 1 Peter 2:16) How 
tragic it would be if a Christian were to 
misuse C hristian liberation so as to be 
enslaved anew! Let us take an example.

Many a religious person has been taught 
th a t drinking alcoholic beverages is a sin. 
An accurate knowledge of the Bible will 
liberate him from this m istaken idea, since 
it  is not drinking but drunkenness tha t 
the Bible condemns. (Compare Psalm 104: 
14, 15 w ith 1 Corinthians 6:10 and 1 Peter 
4:3.) So now such a liberated Christian 
m ight feel free to enjoy an occasional 
drink. But if he begins to “use this free- 
dom as an inducement for the flesh,” he 
could overdo it, developing a certain de- 
pendence upon alcohol, even becoming en- 
slaved to it.

Thus, after being liberated from false 
views on recreation, dress and grooming, 
or social behavior, a Christian dare not 
swing to the other extreme: spending ex- 
cessive tim e or money on things previously 
forbidden but now perm itted. This would 
be an abuse of C hristian liberation. It 
could have serious consequences.

Preach the Liberation Hope
Particularly  since the establishment of 

God’s Messianic Kingdom in 1914 has his 
promise th a t “creation itself also will be 
set free from enslavement to corruption 
and have the glorious freedom of the chil- 
dren of God” been moving rapidly toward 
fulfillment. (Romans 8:21) Already Christ 
has liberated the heavens from Satanic in- 
fluence. (Revelation 12:7-12) Soon he will 
destroy Babylon the Great, which has en­
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Receiving the
6Requests of M y Heart’

As told by P. J. W entzel

Why was overcoming racial prejudice 
no small accomplishment for me and my 
travelling companions?

Early Influences
Bonnievale, where I was born in 1922, 

is a sm all tow n some 160 kilom etres 
(100 mi) east of Cape Town, South Africa. 
My father was a member of the Dutch 
Reformed Church. I t  was a church for 
whites only. The blacks had the ir own 
churches in a separate township where 
they lived. So we were raised to accept the 
separation of races.

And how deep-seated racial prejudice 
can be! We were taugh t th a t our race is 
superior. We looked on blacks as people to 
be treated  as hum ans but not as social 
equals. In my early days the custom was 
to receive them  a t the back door, and if we 
offered them  some tea, to serve it in  a 
special mug kept for blacks only. We were 
led to believe th a t th ings m ight be differ- 
ent in heaven, but on earth  there is s tric t 
segregation.

Soon afte r I tu rned  17, I asked my 
father if I could be confirmed, bu t he felt 
I was too young. The following year, how- 
ever, he told me th a t it was now tim e for 
confirmation. I took th is very seriously. To 
me it m eant giving oneself to God and 
doing his will. And since I lived for the

WHEN our ship docked in New York 
harbour from South Africa, a black 

m an m et us a t the dock. He was there to 
drive me, my wife Lina, and an elderly 
woman who was travelling with us to our 
accommodations. We stopped in a black 
neighbourhood, and the driver got out to 
check the address for our travelling com- 
panion. “But P ie t,” she said to me, “this is 
all black!”

“This is A m erica ,” I rem inded her. 
“There is no difference between black and 
white here; we are all the sam e.” (But 
w ithin me I hoped th a t my wife and I 
would be taken to a w hite home!) Then the 
driver re tu rned  for our companion, who 
was warmly welcomed by a black family.

Then came our tu rn —still in the black 
area. As our host and his wife approached 
the car, I prayed fervently to God to help me 
get rid of any racial prejudice th a t might 
still be rem aining—a legacy of my parents.

Our black hosts in New York gave us a 
warm welcome. They ushered us to our 
room, where everything was spotlessly 
clean. W hen they left us alone, we were 
silent a t first. Then Lina walked to the 
bed, lifted the corner of the cover and 
said: “Piet, to th ink  th a t tonight, for the 
first tim e in my life, I m ust sleep in a 
black w om an’s bed!” B ut we came to know 
and love our hosts dearly.

We came to know and love our black hosts dearly
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Word, how can I accept i t? ” I asked. “And 
if we are being misled on th is vital m atter, 
how can I en tru st my life to the  church?”

Well, from then  on I began to search for 
the tru th .

Searching for the Truth
One day a friend invited me to a service 

a t the Dutch Reformed Church—I had 
not attended for some time. The m in ister 
spoke about hope: “If we hope for w hat we 
do not see, we keep on w aiting for it w ith 
endurance.” (Romans 8:24, 25) Ah, th is 
was what I wanted to know! W hat is our 
hope? W hat am I living for? W ould I now 
get answers? But the preacher failed to 
describe a fu ture hope. As I sa t there, I 
begged God to  help  th e  p re a c h e r  to  
help me!

Something else disturbed me. I noticed 
th a t a lot of people were dozing. I was 
yearning to hear the tru th , and here peo- 
pie were asleep! I left the church feeling 
d isappoin ted , and  I never w en t back  
again.

Later I discussed the Bible w ith a friend 
who had some Pentecostal ideas. He said 
th a t a person who w ants to serve God has 
to be baptized by to tal im m ersion in wa- 
ter. So I attended the next service of th is 
little group and was baptized in the river. 
This made my father b itterly  angry. He 
even threatened to kill me for daring to  
join a sect! I could no longer read the Bible 
a t home but did so w ith the little  group 1 
had joined. I could not even eat w ith  my 
father anymore, and whenever I came in 
contact w ith him, he would tell me to 
tu rn  my face away. He did no t w ant to 
see it!

The little Pentecostal group simply read 
the Bible, sang and prayed together, and 
spoke in tongues. By then  I had cleaned 
up my life, including giving up smoking. I 
tried hard to receive the sp irit like the 
others, even fasting for a few days, but

P. J. W entzel and his wife Lina

world and its  pleasures, including heavy 
smoking, I realized I had to make drastic 
changes in my life.

So a t every lunch break, I would spend 
m ost of my tim e reading the Bible. To me 
it was a revelation—I could see th a t my 
way of life and th a t of my family fell far 
short of w hat the  Scriptures require. Al- 
though I was reading the Bible in my own 
language, A frikaans, there  was much th a t 
I did not understand . Hence, I not only 
read bu t also prayed to God to help me 
understand  the Bible.

W hen the tim e for confirmation classes 
approached, I had already read much of 
the  Bible. I asked my fa ther where confir- 
m ation is explained in the Bible so th a t I 
could study it.

“I t  is not in the Bible,” he replied. “It 
is a requirem ent of the church.” I was 
shocked!

“B ut if confirm ation is not in God’s
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about this, but as the need for books be- 
came more pressing, we eventually applied 
and were formed into a new congregation 
—just the four of us, although not one of 
us was baptized as a W itness!

Every month, we reported the am ount 
of preaching work we had done. But being 
untrained, we were not m aking re tu rn  
visits on people who showed in terest. The 
branch office pointed th is out to us month 
after month. Finally two of us m ustered 
up courage and w ent to a home where the 
people seemed receptive. We gathered the 
family and sang a hym n together. I then 
opened with prayer and put on a Bible 
recording of one of J. F. R utherford’s lec- 
tures. All listened attentively. We then 
concluded with another hym n and prayer. 
As we went home I said: “Well, th a t was 
our first ‘back call’!”

Meanwhile my fa th e r’s opposition con- 
tinued unabated. My knowledge of the 
Bible was so limited! Yet w hat I knew, I 
believed deep in my heart. One day Ra- 
chel, one of my sisters, came to visit us. 
During my lunch break, she s tarted  to 
argue about the Trinity .

“Why do you people reject the T rin ity  
doctrine?” she asked. “Our church plainly 
teaches th a t the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost are coequal in existence and pow- 
er.”

“If the holy sp irit is coequal w ith the 
Father and the Son,” I replied, “then  it 
can do for me exactly w hat the Father and 
the Son can do. So I m ight as well pray to 
the holy sp irit.”

Rachel made no comment. B ut my fa- 
ther, in the next room, called out: “Rachel, 
leave him alone. You will get nowhere 
with him .” The whole family gathered 
round to support Rachel. My fa ther then  
rushed in, terribly agitated. He clenched 
his fist, brought i t  to my forehead—but 
stopped and withdrew. I kept very quiet 
and still.

nothing happened. Then I thought things 
over. I knew th a t there  were others in 
town who claimed to speak in tongues, but 
they lived immoral lives. So how could God 
g ran t his holy sp irit to people whose lives 
were out of harm ony w ith his will? And 
something else puzzled me. I decided to 
ask the leader of our group.

“Is the holy sp irit th a t you and others 
receive the same holy sp irit th a t inspired 
the Bible?” I asked.

“Yes,” he replied.
“Well, is the earth  to be m an’s eternal 

home, or is it to be destroyed?”
“The earth  will be destroyed, and Chris- 

tians will live in heaven.”
“B ut som ething is wrong here,” I re- 

plied, “since the Bible says th a t the earth  
rem ains forever—a sta tem en t inspired by 
God’s sp ir it—the sam e sp irit th a t you 
claim to have.”—Ecclesiastes 1:4.

I knew then  th a t our little  group did not 
have the tru th . My search for it continued.

One day the Pentecostal group leader 
brought me a book en titled  Riches, pub- 
lished by the W atchtow er Society. As soon 
as I started  reading it, I could see th a t it 
lined up w ith w hat I had read in the Bible. 
At last I had found the tru th ! I wrote for 
more publications. These were eagerly ac- 
cepted by our little  group, and we used 
them  to  study the Bible and to w itness to 
others. Soon afte r th is, a few of Jehovah’s 
W itnesses came to Bonnievale for a short 
visit, and we had a good discussion w ith 
them. Moreover, four of our group joined 
them  in house-to-house preaching the fol- 
lowing Sunday.

We Form a Small Congregation
To be able to continue spreading the 

message of hope, we ordered more books 
from the W atchtow er Society’s branch of- 
fice in Cape Town. They replied th a t we 
m ust first apply for the  form ation of a 
congregation. A t firs t we were scared
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“You sit there like a hypocritical angel,” my father 
shouted. Ί  wish now you had gone and got killed!”

h eart’s desire be fulfilled when my fa ther 
was so opposed? Nevertheless, I pondered 
those words and kept praying.

Finally I made a plan. I told my fa the r 
th a t there was no fu ture for me in Bon- 
nievale and th a t I wanted to move to Cape 
Town. He said: “I know why. You w ant to 
go and sell those books of Judge R uther- 
ford!” But he consented.

In Cape Town I worked hard  to earn  
enough to buy the few th ings I would need 
to s ta r t in the full-time m inistry . W hen I 
met the branch overseer, George Phillips, 
I had a problem. Being from an A frikaans 
community, my English was so poor th a t 
I had to speak to him through an in ter- 
preter. And a t the m eetings I understood 
so little th a t once when an assembly was 
organized for Cape Town I missed it be- 
cause I had not understood the announce- 
ment!

In November B rother Phillips informed 
me th a t there was an opportunity for me 
to pioneer in Kimberley, and I could s ta r t 
the next month. I went home to say good- 
bye to the family. I had to control my 
emotions because I thought I m ight not 
see them  again before Armageddon! B ut I 
did not tell them  th a t I was going to be a 
pioneer.

It was December 1, 1941, a t 19 years of 
age, th a t I started  my pioneer career in 
Kimberley. From there I wrote to my par- 
ents. I bore no malice tow ard my father 
for the way he had trea ted  me. M other 
replied th a t she was happy th a t I could 
fulfil my h e a rt’s desire. Indeed, I had 
found “exquisite delight in Jehovah” for 
he had given me the ‘request of my h e a rt’ 
—the full-time m inistry.

“You s it there  like a hypocritical angel,” 
my fa th e r shouted. He reminded me of 
the  tim e when I had volunteered to fight 
aga in st H itler and he had refused permis- 
sion as I was under-age. “I wish now you 
had gone and got killed!” he roared. I 
quietly thanked  him  for preventing me 
from enlisting  in the army.

W hen it was over, I w ent outside and 
reflected. Before I took an in terest in the 
Bible, there  had been peace. Now there 
was a family feud. W hat should I do? Go 
back to church and thus restore family 
peace? If I did th a t, I would be forsaking 
the  precious tru th s  I had learned. My par- 
en ts had brought me in to  the world, but 
only God could give me everlasting life. 
W ith  my hand against a beautiful palm 
tree , up righ t and firm, I decided right 
there: “They can kill me, bu t I will not 
tu rn  back.”

Entering the Full-Time Service
Being single, young, and strong, I be- 

gan to feel too restric ted  a t my job in a 
local cheese factory. I worked there six 
days a week for small pay but could only 
spend one day a week in sacred service to 
Jehovah, from whom I expected everlast- 
ing life. W hy should I continue making 
cheese when I had precious tru th s  th a t 
could save lives? I w anted to be a full-time 
m inister.

I wrote to the Society and said th a t 
I w anted to be a “pioneer,” or full-time 
worker. “But how?” I asked. I was only 18 
and my fa ther would never agree. I re- 
ceived an answ er th a t quoted these beau- 
tiful words: “Take exquisite delight in Je- 
hovah, and he will give you the requests of 
your h e a rt.” (Psalm  37:4) How could my
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How beautifully the organization has kept flourishing 
over the years— even during the heat o f persecution!

when I la ter served as d istric t overseer 
for the black W itnesses in South Africa, 
where we were often received into very 
humble homes, sometimes s itting  on the 
floor and once even sleeping on the floor.

Since 1966 my wife and I have been 
serving a t Bethel here in South Africa. 
Having spent nearly 20 years as a travel- 
ling overseer, a t first I found it difficult to 
adjust to life in Bethel. I dearly loved to 
be out preaching, teaching, and tra in ing  
others. But as tim e w ent by, I learned to 
appreciate Bethel service deeply. In tim e I 
was privileged to work in the Service De- 
partm ent and for a num ber of years now 
as a member of the Branch Committee.

Looking back, I recall th a t in 1942, 
when still in Kimberley, we heard  of the 
death of the p resident of the  Society, 
J. F. Rutherford. A news report comment- 
ed: ‘Now th a t the leader of Jehovah’s W it- 
nesses is dead, the organization will w ith- 
er and die, like a pum pkin plant in the hot 
sun .’ Instead, how beautifully the organi- 
zation has kept flourishing over the years 
—even during the scorching heat of per- 
secution! And w hat marvellous growth has 
taken place in South Africa since those 
early years in Bonnie vale! Then there  
were some 1,000 W itnesses in South Afri- 
ca; now there are over 36,000.

W hen I reflect on w hat Jehovah and his 
organization have done and have m eant 
for me over the years, I heartily  encourage 
all my young fellow W itnesses to make 
room for full-tim e service if a t all possible. 
It brings rich rewards. I know th a t if I 
keep on finding exquisite delight in doing 
Jehovah’s will, he will g ran t me the re- 
quest of my h e a rt—an e tern ity  of joyful 
service.

Receiving Another 
‘Request of My Heart’

In 1942, a t the first national assembly 
tha t I attended, in Johannesburg, I sym- 
bolized my dedication to God by baptism. 
Two years la te r I m et a young pioneer 
sister, L ina Muller. We were a ttrac ted  to 
each other, but we agreed to w ait until 
afte r the  g reat tribu lation  before th inking 
seriously about m arriage.

The public m eeting cam paign began in 
1945. I was then  serving a t Vereeniging 
with two other pioneers, one of whom was 
Frans Muller, L ina’s brother. W hen we 
first heard  of th is  new cam paign, we 
agreed it  was not for u s—we had no expe- 
rience as public speakers. W ith  the Soci- 
ety’s encouragem ent, though, we selected 
talks. To practise delivery we chose a quiet 
spot near the Vaal River, where we ad- 
dressed our “audience”—the river! We felt 
well rewarded when, a m onth later, in- 
stead of the usual 4 or 5 a t our group 
meeting, 37 came to the first talk!

In 1947 I was assigned to the circuit 
work. The following year Lina and I were 
m arried. Ever since, my dear wife has 
been labouring a t my side—a most loyal 
companion. So ano ther ‘request of my 
h ea rt’ was given me.

Learning Important Lessons
In 1953 Lina and I had the great privilege 

of attending  the “New World Society” As- 
sembly in New York, U.S.A.—our first trip  
abroad. That is when one of our Christian 
brothers picked us up a t the dock to take us 
to the home of the black W itness family 
with whom we stayed. How we came to love 
those dear brothers and sisters!

This experience helped us trem endously

THE WATCHTOWER-JULY 1, 1986 13



Who Really 
Are the

E scapists?
of holding a share in the life which is real 
and p e rm a n en t.”— 1 Tim othy 6 :1 7 1 9 ־ , 
Phillips.

C hristianity  is therefore no flight from 
reality. It involves a manly facing up to 
responsibility. The God we worship is no 
mirage; he is real. The life of service we 
lead is one of m eaning and fulfillment. 
Our hope in a fu ture reward, ra th e r than  
being a baseless supposition, has as its 
sure foundation the promises of a God who 
cannot lie.—Hebrews 6:18.

W hat, though, of those who deny the 
need to serve God and who build the ir 
lives around m aterial goods or some self- 
ish career? Could it be th a t these are in 
fact the escapists?

The wise man Solomon used expressions 
such as “vanity” and “striv ing after w ind” 
to describe a life in which m aterial th ings 
and fleshly pleasures held a prim e place. 
He described the outcome, saying: “And 
anything th a t my eyes asked for I did not 
keep away from them. I did not hold back 
my heart from any sort of rejoicing, for 
my heart was joyful because of all my hard 
work, and th is came to be my portion from 
all my hard work. And I, even I, tu rned  
toward all the works of mine th a t my 
hands had done and toward the hard work 
th a t I had worked hard to accomplish,

ן 44 ר י  SCAPE from reality .” That is what 
a relative said when a young min- 

is te r moved to the South Pacific so as to 
engage in m issionary activity. And many 
would share th is sentim ent. A radio com- 
m en ta to r in New Zealand, for example, 
recently  suggested th a t when economic 
conditions deteriorate, g reat numbers of 
people tu rn  to belief in God as a form of 
escapism.*

B ut are those who devote their lives to 
the  pu rsu it of spiritual in terests really 
escapists? Not according to Jesus Christ. 
He did not view belief in God as an illu- 
sion, invention, or mere figment of the 
im agination. At John 7:28 he said: “I have 
not come of my own initiative, but he th a t 
sen t me is real.”

In  Je su s’ case, however, belief in God 
did not affect him  in some passive way. He 
was moved to present his life to God, 
saying: “Look! I am come . . .  to do your 
will, 0  God.” (Hebrews 10:7) True Chris- 
tian s  today are affected no less compel- 
lingly. To illustrate , note the counsel Paul 
w rote to Timothy, a prom inent elder in 
the  first-century  congregation. Paul knew 
th a t some in the congregation had consid- 
erable m ateria l assets. But because their 
fa ith  was based on reality, they would be 
moved to put these assets to use. Said 
Paul: “Tell those who are rich in this 
p resen t world not to be contemptuous of 
others, and not to res t the weight of their 
confidence on the  tran s ito ry  power of 
w ealth bu t on the living God, who gener- 
ously gives us everything for our enjoy- 
m ent. Tell them  to do good, to be rich in 
kindly actions, to be ready to give to oth- 
ers and to sym pathise w ith those in dis- 
tress. Their security should be invested in 
the life to come, so th a t they may be sure

* “Escapism” is defined as “continually diverting 
the mind to fantasy, as an escape from reality,” or 
“the avoidance of reality by absorption of the mind 
in . . .  an imaginative situation, activity, etc.”
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ment? Hardly. In fact, the apostle Paul 
further shows th a t “the scene of th is world 
is changing.” (1 Corinthians 7:31) Here he 
likens the ungodly world to a stage w ith 
ever-changing scenes. That which today 
appears splendid, lovely, even spectacular, 
may be gone tomorrow. Present-day “per- 
form ers” are in tim e replaced by others. 
Yet for all the ir exertion, the ir lives pro- 
duce nothing of perm anent value. They 
have no real hope for the future.

I t is as Philip Chesterfield, 18th-century 
English courtier and orator, rightly  said: 
“I have run  the silly rounds of pleasure, 
and have done w ith them  all. I have en- 
joyed all the pleasures of the  world, and I 
appraise them  a t the ir real worth, which 
is in tru th  very low . . . W hen I reflect on 
what I have seen, . . . and w hat I have 
done, I can hardly persuade myself th a t all 
th a t frivolous hurry  and bustle of pleasure 
in the world had any rea lity .”

C hristians, however, are like Abraham 
who “was aw aiting the city having real 
foundations, the  builder and m aker of 
which city is God.” (Hebrews 11:10) Be- 
cause the ir faith  is sure, they have no 
need of escape but fill th e ir lives w ith 
satisfying activity. W hat of your life? Is it  
a mere escape, or is i t  solid, built on 
reality?

and, look! everything was vanity  and a 
striv ing afte r wind, and there  was noth- 
ing of advantage under the  sun .”—Eccle- 
siastes 2:10, 11.

Yes, even a m aterialistic way of life 
brought rejoicing of a kind. But real ful- 
fillment and perm anent happiness were 
lacking. Such a life is pure “vanity .” In- 
deed, the Hebrew word for “vanity” car- 
ries the literal m eaning of “b rea th” and 
therefore refers to th a t which is lacking in 
stability  and perm anence. The New En- 
glish Bible thus uses the  word “empti- 
ness.”

Therefore, is the person who leads the 
kind of life th a t Solomon labeled “vanity” 
in a position to accuse a Christian of es- 
caping into a s ta te  of illusory content­

In Our Next Issue
a The Reproduction of Life— By 

Evolution or From God?

■ Keep Walking in Divine Light

■ Go On Living
as Children of God
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Answering His 
Accusers

w
him of breaking the Sabbath. Jesus an- 
swers: “My Father has kept working un- 
til now, and I keep working.”

Despite the claim of the Pharisees, Je- 
sus’ work is not of the type forbidden by 
Sabbath law. His work of preaching and 
healing is an assignment from God, and 
in imitation of God’s example, he keeps 
on doing it daily. However, his answer 
makes the Jews even angrier than they 
were before, and they seek to kill him. 
Why?
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Jesus’ Ministryו

As yet, Jesus has evidently never 
publicly described his vital role in God’s 
purpose in such a distinct and definite 
way. But Jesus’ accusers have more 
than his own witness about these 
things. “You have dispatched men to 
John,” Jesus reminds them, “and he 
has borne witness to the truth.”

Just two years before, John the Bap- 
tizer told these Jewish religious leaders 
about the One coming after him. Re- 
minding them of their once high re- 
gard for the now imprisoned John, Je- 
sus says: “You for a short time were 
willing to rejoice greatly in his light.” 
Jesus recalls this to their minds in 
hopes of helping, yes, saving, them. Yet 
he does not depend on the witness of 
John.

“The works themselves that I am do- 
ing [including the miracle he just per- 
formed] bear witness about me that the 
Father dispatched me.” But besides 
that, Jesus continues: “The Father who 
sent me has himself borne witness 
about me.” God bore witness about Je- 
sus, for instance, at his baptism, say- 
ing: “This is my Son, the beloved.”

Really, Jesus’ accusers have no ex- 
cuse for rejecting him. The very Scrip- 
tures they claim to be searching testify 
about him! “If you believed Moses you 
would believe me,” Jesus concludes, 
“for that one wrote about me. But if you 
do not believe the writings of that one, 
how will you believe my sayings?” John 
5:17-47; 1 :1 9 2 7 .Matthew 3:17 ;־
♦ Why is Jesus’ work not in violation of the 
Sabbath?
♦ How does Jesus describe his vital role in 
God’s purpose?
♦ To prove that he is God’s Son, to whose 
witness does Jesus point?

It is because now they not only be- 
lieve that Jesus is breaking the Sab- 
bath but consider his claim of being 
God’s personal Son to be blasphemy. 
However, Jesus is unafraid and an- 
swers them further regarding his fa- 
vored relationship with God. “The Fa- 
ther has affection for the Son,” he says, 
“and shows him all the things he him- 
self does.”

“Just as the Father raises the dead 
up,” Jesus continues, “so the Son also 
makes those alive whom he wants to.” 
Indeed, the Son is already raising the 
dead in a spiritual way! “He that hears 
my word and believes him that sent 
me,” Jesus says, “has passed over 
from death to life.” Yes, he continues: 
“The hour is coming, and it is now, 
when the dead will hear the voice of 
the Son of God and those who have 
given heed will live.”

Although up to this time, there is no 
record that Jesus has literally raised 
anyone from the dead, he tells his ac- 
cusers that such a literal resurrection 
of the dead will occur. “Do not marvel 
at this,” he says, “because the hour is 
coming in which all those in the memo- 
rial tombs will hear his voice and come 
out.”
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L iving for 
G od’s W ill 

— Today 
and Forever

“You too . . .  live the remainder 
of [your] time in the flesh, no 
more for the desires of men, 

but for God’s will.”
—  1 PETER 4:1, 2.

HOW do you react to the idea of 
le tting  your life be controlled by 

God? M any today find repugnant the 
very idea of subm itting  to someone

1, 2. (a) How do m any react to  the idea of 
su bm itting  to som eone else’s w ill? (b) How 
m ay som e react in  the C hristian congrega- 
tion ?  (c )  W hat q u e stio n s  are therefore  
raised?



5Yet th a t death was an expression of 
God’s love through Christ. (1 John 4:10) 
W hy so? Because as a resu lt of it, benefits 
were made available to all m ankind. (Ro- 
mans 5:8; 6:23) But how many are willing 
to accept those benefits? How many are 
willing to im ita te  C hrist and sacrifice 
the ir own desires in submission to God’s 
will?—Hebrews 13:15, 17.

Benefits Now and in the Future
6 Thus how appropria te  even in our 

tim es is the invitation th a t Jehovah ex- 
tended to Israel 2,700 years ago: “I, Jeho- 
vah, am your God, the One teaching you 
to benefit yourself, the One causing you 
to tread in the way in which you should 
walk. 0  if only you would actually pay at- 
tention to my commandments! Then your 
peace would become ju st like a river, and 
your righteousness like the waves of the 
sea.”—Isaiah 48:17, 18; compare Genesis 
22:18.

7 Jehovah teaches us to benefit ourselves 
by our living for his will—and those ben- 
efits are not ju st peace and righteousness 
here and now. They include the fu ture 
blessings of everlasting life, even as Jesus 
promised: “For th is is the will of my Fa- 
ther, th a t everyone th a t beholds the Son 
and exercises faith  in him should have 
everlasting life, and I will resurrect him a t 
the last day.”—John 6:40.

8 Those words are a g reat comfort to 
faith fu l C hristians today who are  ad- 
vanced in years. This system  of th ings is 
into its  72nd year since the crucial date 
of 1914. S atan ’s world has lasted Ion- 
ger than  many expected. In  fact, some 
faithful C hristians who expected to see

5. W hat challenge does C hrist’s exam ple place 
before us?
6, 7. W hat are the benefits o f subm ission  to  
Jehovah’s will?
8. In what way is  J esu s’ prom ise o f a resurrec- 
tion a com fort today?

else’s will. Even in so-called stable soci- 
eties there is a growing rebellion against 
authority. Riots, p ro tests, disorder, and 
violence are the  daily fare. U nder stress 
the veneer of civilization tu rn s  out to be 
th in  and b rittle .—2 Tim othy 3:1-3.

2 In contrast, Jehovah’s W itnesses show 
th a t they are living for God’s will by their 
faithfulness, for example, in the ir house- 
to-house m inistry . Yet, even w ithin the 
C hristian congregation, a spirit of inde- 
pendence has sometimes been m anifested 
by a few. They may chafe a t the discipline 
of the  elders. A few show disrespect to- 
w ard “the  fa ith fu l and discreet slave” 
class and its  Governing Body. (M atthew 
24:45-47; Acts 15:2, 23) Therefore the 
questions arise: W hy should I subm it to 
God’s will? W hy should my life be con- 
trolled by God?

Christ’s Selfless Example
3 Peter, who had shared many experi- 

ences w ith Jesus, believed th a t there was 
a very good reason  to  live for God’s 
will ra th e r th an  for one’s own. He said: 
“Therefore since C hrist suffered in the 
flesh, you too arm  yourselves with the 
same m ental disposition; because the per- 
son th a t has suffered in the  flesh has 
desisted from sins, to the end th a t he may 
live the rem ainder of his tim e in the flesh, 
no more for the desires of men, but for 
God’s will.”— 1 P eter 4:1, 2.

4W hy did Jesus suffer in the flesh? 
Because he supported his F a th e r’s side in 
the issue of universal sovereignty, or rul- 
ership. He proved God to be true  and 
Satan  a liar. And he did th a t by le tting  his 
earth ly  life be controlled by God, even 
though it resulted in a m arty r’s death. 
—2 C orinthians 5:14, 15.

3. W hat counsel did P eter g ive regarding our 
m ental d isposition?
4. How did Jesu s show h is subm ission  to his 
Father?
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12 Even when tired  and hungry, Jesus 
clearly showed his m ental disposition to- 
ward his F ather’s will. On one occasion, 
while his disciples w ent off for food, he 
rested a t Jacob’s fountain. Instead  of tak- 
ing a well-earned nap until the disciples 
returned, he exerted him self to do God’s 
will. He took an unusual step for a Jew . 
He entered into conversation w ith a Sa- 
m aritan  woman. He opened her eyes to  an  
understanding of the true  God. As a re- 
suit, “many of the Sam aritans out of th a t 
city put faith  in him on account of the 
word of the woman.”—John 4:6-26, 39-42.

13 W hen his disciples re tu rn e d , they  
urged him to eat. How did he answ er 
them? “I have food to eat of which you do 
not know.” They were baffled by his re- 
sponse until he added: “My food is for me 
to do the will of him th a t sent me and to 
finish his work.” Clearly, Jesus took plea- 
sure in subm itting him self to his F a th e r’s 
will. To him it was like food, and ju s t as 
with eating good food, he enjoyed real 
satisfaction as a result. If we w ant to feel 
truly fulfilled in our lives, we can do no 
better than  follow the example of Jesus 
C hrist.—John 4:31-38.

Effects of Christ’s Mental Disposition
14 How should having C hrist’s m ental 

disposition affect us? If we learn to th ink  
like Christ, then  we will have an  inner 
force th a t will guide us to do w hat Jesus 
would do under any circum stances. (Luke 
22:42; Ephesians 4:23, 24) This force will 
not result ju st from fear of punishm ent, 
such as discipline from the elders in the 
congregation, but ra th e r from an over- 
whelming appreciation for Jehovah’s laws

12, 13. (a) How did Jesus m anifest his m ental 
disposition at Jacob’s fountain? (b) W hat did 
Jesus mean when he said, “I  food to eat o f 
which you do not know”?
14. W hat do we need in order to have C hrist’s 
m ental disposition? Illustrate.

Arm ageddon and the beginning of the new 
system  of th ings in the ir lifetime have 
died. Yet the ir lives, dedicated to doing 
God’s will, have not been in vain. True to 
his word, Jesus will resurrect them  and 
g ran t them  the benefit of everlasting life. 
—John 5:28, 29; 1 Corinthians 15:58.

Christ’s Mental Disposition
9 W hat can make it easier for us to 

subm it to God’s will? According to P ete r’s 
counsel, quoted in paragraph 3, we m ust 
arm  ourselves w ith “the same m ental dis- 
position” th a t Jesus had .— 1 Peter 4:1.

10 P ete r here uses a Greek word th a t is 
found only twice in the Greek Scriptures 
— en'noi-a. A lthough some translato rs  ren- 
der it “m ind,” it is not the usual Greek 
word for “m ind ,” which is nous. Therefore 
Peter, under inspiration, had some specif- 
ic point in m ind when he chose this less 
common noun. Greek scholar W. E. Vine 
says th a t en'noi-a “denotes purpose, in- 
ten tion , design.” J . H. Thayer’s Greek- 
English Lexicon defines it  as “m anner of 
th ink ing  and feeling.”

11 Jesu s’ self-sacrificing course of action 
clearly showed his purpose, or design. He 
was not leading a superficial life, just 
seeking pleasure and fun. He knew th a t he 
had not given up his form er life in heaven 
in order to w aste away a few years on 
ea rth  in  selfish pursuits. (See the contrast 
in Genesis 6:1, 2, 4, and Jude 6.) Thus he 
sta ted : “I have come down from heaven to 
do, no t my will, but the will of him th a t 
sen t m e.” (John 6:38) Jesus was single- 
minded in his devotion to his F ather’s 
cause, always pu tting  it above his own 
will, even down to an ignominious death. 
—Luke 22:42.

9, 10. (a) W ith  w hat m ust we arm ourselves? 
(Philippians 2:5-8) (b) W hat is  special about the 
Greek word rendered “m ental d isposition” at 
1 P eter 4:1?
11. W hat can we learn from J esu s’ exam ple w ith  
regard to the w ay we use our lives?

20 THE WATCHTOWER-JULY 1, 1986



Does appreciation for 
the law make you obey, 
or only the presence of 

the police?

171-2, 182-3; 1986 Yearbook of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, pages 137-59.)

16 We may come under pressure in re- 
lation to C hristian neu tra lity  or the  use 
of blood transfusions. (A cts 5:29; 15: 
28, 29) Then the issue arises, Do we live 
for God’s will or for m an’s? Or tem pta- 
tion may arise from a com bination of 
fleshly desires and unwholesome compan- 
ions. Perhaps a t school or a t our place of 
work, the opportunity  may presen t itse lf 
to smoke or to take drugs w ithout anyone 
else in the congregation knowing about 
it. Or w hat about the  tem ptation  to gam- 
ble in the lottery? Or to commit fornica- 
tion or adultery? So often a worldly work 
atm osphere can be conducive to wrong 
th inking and wrong action—unless we 
have the same resoluteness as C hrist re- 
garding the doing of God’s will. W hat 
will you do? Will you have an  uprigh t 
force actuating  your m ind so th a t you 
will follow C hrist’s course of action under 
such circum stances?—Ephesians 4:17-20; 
1 John 2:15, 16.

16. W hat are som e of the w ays in  which we 
m ight be tested  today? How can w e resist?

and principles. We can 
compare the situation  to 
th e  perso n  who obeys 
traffic laws only w hen 
there is a policeman in 
view—he subjects him - 
self only to an  exterior influence. But the 
person who values life, loves his neighbor, 
and sees the wisdom of having traffic laws 
will obey because he respects the law. He 
has a strong inner m otivation.—Psalm 
51:10.

15 Jesus had th a t inner ‘force actuating  
his m ind.’ Thus he was faithful to his 
F a th e r’s will, even unto  death. He en- 
dured suffering w ithout com plaining or 
reviling his persecutors. (1 P ete r 2:21-24) 
Sometimes we as C hristians may come 
under sim ilar pressures. Opposing au- 
thorities may try  to stifle our preach- 
ing activ ity  and m eetings, as they did 
in  Spain during  the  Franco era and in 
various European lands during  the Nazi 
occupation. M any bro thers  and sisters 
were m istrea ted  in  an  effort to have 
them  betray  responsible b ro thers in the 
local congregation. In spite of persecu- 
tion  the m ajority stood firm. (See 1978 
Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses, pages

15. (a) W hat proves that Jesus had an inner  
force a c tu a tin g  h is m ind? (E p h esian s 4:23) 
(b) W hat exam ples of in tegrity  give evidence of 
C hrist’s m ental d isposition  in  m odern-day Chris- 
tians?
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have come to perceive w hat God’s will is 
for them. As a consequence, they are zeal- 
ously preaching the good news of God’s 
Kingdom government. (Acts 8:12; M ark 
13:10) They are not living ju st for them - 
selves, as the m ajority of o thers do. They 
know th a t God will soon bring an  end to  
this corrupt system, and they are m aking 
sacrifices to help others to gain th is  accu- 
ra te  knowledge, even as the apostle Paul 
counseled: “Keep s tric t watch th a t how 
you walk is not as unwise bu t as wise 
persons, buying out the  opportune tim e 
for yourselves, because the days are wick- 
ed. On th is account cease becoming unrea- 
sonable, but go on perceiving w hat the will 
of Jehovah is .”—Ephesians 5:15-17.

20 Life is like a glass of cool, fresh w ater. 
In the first decades of a person’s life, he 
“drinks” deeply and hurriedly—until he 
begins to wonder how many years of life 
are left in the “glass.” T hat is the  puz- 
zle th a t baffles everybody. How impor- 
tan t, then, to live life w ith a sense of 
responsibility toward God and one’s fel- 
lowman! How vital to take into account 
God’s will and not ju st one’s own selfish 
will!—M atthew 7:21, 24, 26.

20, 21. (a) How should w e view  the g ift o f life?  
(Jam es 4:13-17) (b) How can we avoid being  
fashioned after the world?

How Would You Answer?
□ How did Jesus show that he 
lived for God’s will?
□ What benefits are available to 
those who live for God’s will?
□ What was Christ’s mental 
disposition toward God’s will?
□ How should the ‘force actuating 
the mind’ affect us?
?How should we view life ם

17 P e te r fu rth e r emphasizes the need for 
doing God’s will when he counsels: “For 
the  tim e th a t has passed by is sufficient 
for you to have worked out the will of the 
nations when you proceeded in deeds of 
loose conduct, lusts, excesses with wine 
[or any other alcoholic beverage], revel- 
ries, d rink ing  m atches, and illegal idola- 
tries . Because you do not continue run- 
n ing  w ith them  in th is course to the same 
low sink of debauchery, they are puzzled 
and go on speaking abusively of you. But 
these people will render an  account to the 
one ready to judge those living and those 
dead.”— 1 P eter 4:3-5.

18 H ere P e te r  m akes a s tro n g  point 
—those who ignore God’s will m ust render 
an  account. (Compare Romans 14:12 and 
Hebrews 13:17.) Paul arrives a t a similar 
conclusion in his le tte r  to the Colossians, 
where he w rites: “Deaden, therefore, your 
body members th a t are upon the earth  as 
respects fornication, uncleanness, sexual 
appetite, hu rtfu l desire, and covetousness, 
which is idolatry. On account of those 
th ings the w rath  of God is coming.” All 
those who practice such th ings are cer- 
ta in ly  not living for God’s will but, rather, 
for the  satisfy ing of th e ir own greedy 
compulsions. Yet people can break away 
from such moral degradation, for, as Paul 
s ta tes , “In those very th ings you, too, once 
walked when you used to live in them .” 
—Colossians 3:5-7; Ephesians 4:19; see 
also 1 C orinthians 6:9-11.

Perceiving What God’s Will Is
19 D uring these final years of the 20th 

century, more than  three million people

17, 18. (a ) W hat pow erful po int does P eter  
m ake regard in g  th o se  w ho p ractice sin?  
(b) W hat is  needed in  order to resist the inroads 
of sin?
19. How are m any now show ing that they live 
for the w ill of Jehovah? (Rom ans 12:1, 2)
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the kingdom” be preached worldwide be- 
fore he brings an end to the present world 
system. (M atthew 24:14; Revelation 14: 
6, 7) This gives all the more reason to 
respond to the call for more full-tim e min- 
isters if your circum stances allow for it. I t 
is reason, too, for elders and m inisterial 
servants to make themselves available to 
move into congregations where there may 
be a need for the ir help. And it is an 
overwhelming reason for every W itness to 
be an authentic C hristian  w itness—not 
ju st bearing a label but actually living for 
the will of God now and forever. Know 
th a t by so doing ‘you will be safely trea- 
suring up for yourselves a fine foundation 
for the future, in order th a t you may get 
a firm hold on the real life.’— 1 Timothy 
6:19.

IN 1985 there were 189,800 persons 
baptized in symbol of th e ir  dedication 

to Jehovah as his C hristian  w itnesses. 
T hat is an average of 520 per day. How 
did all these people make th e ir  decision 
to be baptized? Did they  a tten d  mass 
rallies, listen  to an  em otional preacher, 
and then  make some em otional decision 
for C hrist? T hat is the  way some P ro t- 
es tan t and Evangelical religions func- 
tion. But is th a t the  way th a t C hrist 
acquires a following?

2 W hen we carefully exam ine Je su s’ 
public preaching, we do not find him  
m anipulating em otions. For example, did 
he appeal to his audience w ith  choirs and 
singing? Or did he use clever psychology 
to establish a guilt complex in  his audi- 
ence and then  cause them  to  dig in to

1, 2. (a) How have som e relig ions in  C hristen- 
dom acquired a follow ing? (b) W hat teach ing  
method did Jesus use? (M atthew  11:28-30)

21 However, living as we do in a world 
controlled by the spirit of Satan, it is not 
always easy to live for God’s will. (Revela- 
tion 12:9) Pressures are exerted all the 
tim e to mold us to the world’s will and 
attitude of mind. Fashion fads and manias 
can even influence some in the congrega- 
tion, so th a t they begin to look like clones 
of some famous en terta inm ent personality. 
How appropriate, then, is Paul’s counsel: 
“Quit being fashioned afte r th is system of 
th ings, bu t be transform ed by making your 
m ind over, th a t you may prove to your- 
selves the good and acceptable and perfect 
will of God”!—Romans 12:2.

22 God’s will is th a t “th is  good news of

22. (a) W hat is  God’s w ill for our tim e? (b) How  
can we show th a t we are liv in g  for God’s will? 
(c) W hat b lessing  aw aits those who do live for 
God’s will?

L ining Up 
W ith 

Jehovah’s 
Integrity  
Keepers

“As for me, in my integrity I shall 
w a l k . . . .  Among the congregated 

throngs I shall bless Jehovah ”
— PSALM 26:11, 12.
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(Acts 17:11, 12) Theirs has no t been a 
hasty, em otional decision. On the con- 
trary , before being accepted for baptism , 
they have regularly a ttended  C hristian  
m eetings w ith a view to acquiring accu- 
ra te  knowledge of Jehovah God and  h is 
purposes through C hrist Jesus. (Hebrews 
10:25) They have also partic ipa ted  reg- 
ularly in the  C hristian  m inistry , shar- 
ing the Kingdom good news w ith oth- 
ers. (Acts 5:42; 1 C orinthians 9:16) Then, 
in the  final weeks before th e ir  baptism , 
they have carefully reviewed w ith various 
congregation elders more than  120 ques- 
tions about C hristian  teaching and con- 
duct, as well as considered hundreds of 
supporting Bible te x ts—all of th is  to be-

th e ir  pockets? On the 
con tra ry , h is m ethod of 
teach ing  caused people 
to  th in k  an d  reason .
Since m ost of his lis- 
te n e rs  were Jew s, they 
a lre a d y  h ad  a back- 
ground in  the  Hebrew 
S c r ip tu re s . He could 
get them  to reason on 
the  basis of th e ir  pre- 
vious knowledge so th a t 
th ey  would recognize 
h im  as th e  M essiah .
— M a tth e w , c h a p te rs  
5-7; Luke 13:10-21.

3 S im i la r ly ,  P a u l,  
th o u g h  r e g a rd e d  by 
so m e a s  la c k in g  in  
sp e a k in g  a b ility , ap- 
pealed to  the  reason- 
ing  faculty. (Acts 20:
7-9; 2 C orin th ians 10:
10; 11:6) He wrote: “I 
e n tre a t you by the  com- 
passions of God, broth- 
e rs , to  p re s e n t yo u r 
bodies a  sacrifice living, 
holy, acceptable to God, a  sacred service 
w ith  your power of reason. . . .  Be tran s- 
form ed by m aking your m ind over [“so 
th a t  your whole a t ti tu d e  of m ind is 
changed ,” Phillips], th a t  you may prove 
to  yourselves the  good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God.”—Romans 12: 
1, 2.

4 Likewise today, those who get bap- 
tized are persons who have studied the 
S crip tu res  and  reasoned  carefully  on 
them  before tak ing  the  serious step of 
baptism , or to ta l im m ersion in water.

3. How do w e know that Paul was not merely 
stirr ing  up em otions by his teaching?
4. Before a person can be baptized as one of 
Jehovah’s W itnesses, w hat steps m ust he take?
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(Luke 3 :2 1 2 3  Later he commanded his (־
followers to teach and baptize throughout 
the world. (M atthew 28:19, 20) But did he 
mean th a t his disciples should baptize peo- 
pie indiscriminately, w ithout reference to 
the ir present conduct?

6 The apostle Peter presents the right 
viewpoint when he writes: “Become holy 
yourselves in all your conduct, because it 
is w ritten: ‘You m ust be holy, because I am 
holy.’” (1 Peter 1:15, 16) Now, for a dedi- 
cated Christian, what does it mean to be 
“holy”?

7According to W. E. Vine’s Expository 
Dictionary of New Testament Words, the 
Greek word ha'gi-os (transla ted  “holy”) 
“fundamentally signifies separated . . .  and 
hence, in Scripture in its  moral and spiri- 
tual significance, separated from sin and 
therefore consecrated to God.” Another 
Greek scholar says th a t “it is character- 
istically godlikeness.” This understanding 
imposes a high standard  on those who 
would get baptized as true  C hristians. It is 
the standard of integrity , and in tegrity  is 
‘firm adherence to a code of moral values’ 
—in the C hristian’s case, C hrist’s values. 
- J o h n  17:17-19; 18:36, 37.

8 The true C hristian congregation has 
always insisted on integrity , m aintaining 
a clean organization. Thus Paul ordered 
early Christians to “quit mixing in compa- 
ny with anyone called a bro ther th a t is a 
fornicator or a greedy person or an idola- 
te r or a reviler or a drunkard  or an extor- 
tioner, not even eating with such a man.
. . . ‘Remove the wicked man from among 
yourselves.’” (1 Corinthians 5:9-13; 2 John 
10, 11) Have the clergy of Christendom  
applied th a t high standard  of in tegrity  to

6, 7. (a) W hat is  required o f a true follower of 
Christ? (b) W hat does holiness im ply?
8. (a) W hat standards prevailed in  the early  
C h ristian  con grega tion  reg a rd in g  con d uct?  
(b) H as׳ Christendom  followed those standards?  
Give exam ples from local events.

.. .to  an integrity-keeping ministry

come approved in teg rity  keepers prior to 
th e ir bap tism .—Acts 8:34-36.*

The Difference That Baptism Makes
5 W hat does a person accomplish by be- 

ing baptized? F irs t of all, he identifies 
himself with the g reatest in tegrity  keeper 
who ever walked the ea rth —C hrist Jesus. 
He himself set the example by being bap- 
tized when he was about 30 years of age.

* The Watchtower of June 1, 1985, pages 29-31, 
outlines the proper procedure with regard to bap- 
tism  and sets out the two questions that are 
presented to candidates toward the end of the 
baptism talk.

5. W ith  w hat course of conduct is  a person  
identified by baptism ?
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clear when he invited people to become his 
followers. “If anyone w ants to come afte r 
me, let him disown him self [“leave self 
behind,” The New English Bible] and pick 
up his to rtu re  stake and follow me contin- 
ually.” (Mark 8:34) The course of C hristian  
integrity  involves tests and sacrifices and 
for the same reason th a t it did for C hrist 
—we have a com m on enem y, S a ta n . 
(Ephesians 6:11, 12) Thus endurance is 
required in order to follow Jesus “continu- 
ally.” For th a t reason, dedication involves 
no light decision; it should be no passing 
fancy. Yet a few have abandoned the tru th  
within a few months or years of the ir bap- 
tism. How can we explain that?

11 Perhaps some approached baptism  in 
an emotional ra ther than  a rational s ta te  
of mind. Others may have looked for quick 
results and made a self-centered, short- 
term  dedication. W hatever the reason may 
be, they lost their strong relationship w ith 
Jehovah. They did not “look in ten tly” a t 
their Exemplar, Jesus Christ. (Hebrews 
12:1, 2) As a consequence, the ir love of

11. W hy, perhaps, have som e not continued  in  
the course of in tegrity?

the ir flocks? Christendom  accepts—as ei- 
th e r passive or active members—people 
who regularly commit every kind of gross 
sin and crime. Bible principles allow no 
room for such perm issiveness.—Compare 
Jerem iah 8:5, 6, 10.

9 Precisely because of th is high standard 
among Jehovah’s W itnesses, those who love 
tru th  and in tegrity  are drawn to dedicate 
themselves to the Sovereign Lord of the 
un ive rse , Jehovah  God. (H abakkuk 3: 
18, 19) They see a clear contrast between 
the conduct of worldly religions and th a t of 
Jehovah’s W itnesses. True, the majority of 
people disdain pure worship. (1 Peter 4:3,4) 
Yet lovers of in tegrity  are turn ing  to the 
tru th  by the thousands. They are showing 
the ir love of God and his standards when 
they subm it to w ater baptism .—Compare 
Mark 1:10; John 3:23; Acts 8:36.

Integrity Based on 
Love and Endurance

10 In teg rity  has a price. Jesus made tha t

9. W hat draws m any people to dedication and 
baptism ?
10. W hat is  required for a C hristian to keep his 
in tegrity?

Privileges in the Full-Time Ministry
Auxiliary Pioneer: A baptized minister who spends a minimum of 60 hours in 
preaching activity during a month.
Regular Pioneer: A baptized minister who spends an average of 90 hours per month 
in preaching activity.
Special Pioneer: A baptized minister who spends at least 140 hours per month in 
the ministry and receives a small monthly allowance for basic expenses. These 
pioneers are usually assigned to isolated groups and small congregations.
Gilead Missionary: A baptized minister who has been trained at the Watchtower 
Bible School of Gilead for foreign service and also spends a minimum of 140 hours 
per month in the ministry.
Circuit and District Overseers:Traveling elders who visit congregations and 
circuits with a view to building up the brothers in their ministry and meetings. They 
spend many hours in field service.
Bethel Service: Performed by full-time ministers in any of the Watch Tower 
Society’s branch offices and printing plants around the world.
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Christian w itness of Jehovah, he suddenly 
finds out who are his true  friends. Some 
will perhaps shun or boycott him because 
he has abandoned his form er religion, even 
though they themselves do not practice 
any religion properly. But Jesus promised 
th a t there would be a compensation for 
any such loss, saying: “No one has left 
house or brothers or sisters or mother or 
father or children or fields for my sake and 
for the sake of the good news who will not 
get a hundredfold now in this period of 
time . . . and in the coming system of 
things everlasting life.”—Mark 10:29, 30.

15 In some cases the course of dedication 
and in tegrity  may mean a loss of esteem 
in other people’s eyes. (1 Corinthians 4:
12, 13) Why should th a t be? Because you 
now practice a religion th a t is not deemed 
“respectable.” (Compare M ark 2:15, 16.) 
After all, it is not respectable to ‘go pester- 
ing other people with your religion from 
house to house.’ It is not respectable to go 
to prison ra ther than  violate one’s neutral- 
ity on m atters of nationalism  and patrio- 
tism . (John 18:36) It is not respectable 
to refuse blood transfusions because of 
a Bible-trained conscience—although the 
present AIDS plague is giving some people 
second thoughts on th a t score.—Compare 
Acts 15:28, 29; 17:6, 7; 24:5.

16 Even though the way of Christian in- 
tegrity  is narrow and testing, we do have 
co n s tan t help available. (M atthew  7:
13, 14) Therefore Paul could say: “For all 
things I have the streng th  by virtue of him 
who im parts power to m e.” (Philippians 
4:13) And we can acquire th a t power 
through constant prayer, through a study 
of God’s Word, and through association 
with the Christian congregation. As bap- 
tized in tegrity  keepers, we can rem ain 
faithful and loyal, thanks to the power

15. W hy may som e look down on Jehovah’s W it- 
nesses?
16. How are we helped to keep our in tegrity?

God waned and the ir in tegrity  was short- 
lived. And why is love such a vital factor? 
Because it is the only solid basis for a 
lasting dedication to Jehovah.—Mark 12: 
30, 31; 1 John 4:7, 8, 16; 5:3.

Counting the Cost of Integrity
12 Jesus did not encourage his disciples 

to follow him blindly w ithout counting the 
cost. He counseled: “Who of you th a t 
w ants to build a tower does not first sit 
down and calculate the expense, to see if 
he has enough to complete it?” Yes, a pru- 
dent person carefully weighs his future 
course of action. He has to be sure of 
his motivation before accepting the full 
responsibility of C hristian dedication and 
baptism. And Jesus showed w hat th a t 
could mean when he concluded: “Thus, you 
may be sure, none of you th a t does not say 
good-bye to all his belongings can be my 
disciple.”—Luke 14:28-33.

13 Dedication to Jehovah calls for whole- 
souled in tegrity  in doing the divine will. 
No person or possession can be allowed to 
supersede one’s love of God. That is why 
Jesus stated: “If anyone comes to me and 
does not hate his fa ther and mother and 
wife and children and brothers and sisters, 
yes, and even his own soul, he cannot be 
my disciple.” (Luke 14:26) Now what did 
Jesus mean when he spoke of hating one’s 
own family members and even oneself? 
Since he taugh t his followers to love even 
their enemies, in w hat sense did he use the 
word hate here? (Luke 6:27, 35) Hatred 
here has the thought of loving less.-—Com- 
pare M atthew 12:46-50.

14 Certainly when a person becomes a

12. W hat is the w ise course to take before bap- 
tism ?
13. If the essen ce of J e su s’ teaching is love, 
what did he m ean w hen he spoke of ‘h a tin g ’ one’s 
fam ily m em bers? (M atthew  22:37-40)
14. How do som e friends and relatives react 
when one becom es a w itn ess of Jehovah? (John  
15:18, 19)
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“Do not be anxious over anything, but 
in everything by prayer and supplication 
along with thanksgiving let your petitions 
be made known to God; and the peace of 
God th a t excels all thought will guard your 
hearts and your m ental powers by m eans 
of Christ Jesus.”—Philippians 4:6, 7.

20 “The peace of God” is based on a deep 
understanding of Jesus’ example and sac- 
rifice. This knowledge of C hrist is leading 
many to genuine repentance and an au- 
thentic change of conduct, or a ‘tu rn ing  
around’ from sin. (Acts 3:19, 20) As a con- 
sequence, dedicated ones are saying, as did 
the psalmist: “As for me, in my in teg rity  I 
shall walk. . . . Among the congregated 
throngs I shall bless Jehovah.” (Psalm 26: 
11, 12) The person who gets baptized in 
w ater in symbol of his dedication to God is 
lining himself up with Jehovah’s in tegrity  
keepers around the world. (1 P eter 2:17) 
He is also getting a “hold on the real life,” 
everlasting life, which Jehovah has prom- 
ised through C hrist Jesu s.— 1 Tim othy 
6:19; Titus 1:2.

20. (a) On what is  “the peace o f God” based? 
(b) W hat opportunity opens up to the person  
getting  baptized?

How Would You Answer?
□ How were early Christians first 
attracted to the truth taught by 
Christ and the apostles?
□ How does holiness relate to the 
individual Christian and the 
congregation?
□ On what must integrity be 
based?
□ What is involved in counting the 
cost of integrity?
□ What are the benefits of 
keeping integrity?

th a t God supplies.—Ephesians 4:11-13; 
6:18; Psalm  119:105.

Benefits of an 
Integrity-Keeping Course

17 The step of dedication and baptism 
leads to m any blessings. For one thing, 
i t  can m ean a wider and more satisfying 
m inistry. There is the prospect of future 
service as an auxiliary pioneer, which in 
some cases can lead to regular and special 
pioneer activity, m issionary service, cir- 
cuit and d istric t work, and Bethel service. 
(See box on page 26.) For baptized broth- 
ers the  way opens up to serve others in the 
congregation as a m inisterial servant and, 
in tim e, as an elder. But for all these bless- 
ings, there  is the same basic requirem ent 
—in teg rity .— 1 Timothy 3:1-10.

18 The benefits of a life of dedication and 
in tegrity  spread out to affect others. As a 
resu lt of closely following C hrist’s exam- 
pie, one becomes a be tte r husband or wife, 
fa ther or m other. (1 P eter 2:21; Ephesians 
5:21-33; 6:4) Youths develop an upbuilding 
relationship w ith the ir parents, teachers, 
and congregation elders. (Titus 2:6, 7) 
Every baptized C hristian becomes a better 
neighbor, employer, or employee. (Mat- 
thew  22:39; Ephesians 6:5-9; T itus 2:9, 10) 
And like Christ, every Christian should 
become refreshing association for others, 
even as Jesus said: “Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am mild- 
tem pered and lowly in heart, and you will 
find refreshm ent for your souls.”—Mat- 
thew 11:29.

19 A g reat benefit from taking the step of 
dedication and baptism  is gaining a peace- 
ful relationship w ith the Creator. This 
leads to peace of mind. As Paul counseled:

17. To w hat b lessings m ay baptism  lead?
18. How should our life o f dedication affect oth- 
ers w ith  whom  we come in  contact?
19. W hat other great benefit resu lts from taking  
the step  of dedication?

28 THE WATCHTOWER-JULY 1, 1986



and to read it intelligently, ’and he added: Ί am 
glad to hear that your books are circulating 
widely and in many lands.’ ...

“In 1948 Sir Frederic published the book The 
Bible and Modern Scholarship, to counter a 
book by Dr. Barnes, Bishop of Birmingham, who 
had described parts of the Bible, including 
those dealing with redemption by Christ Jesus, 
as ‘folklore.’ In his introduction Dr. Kenyon says: 
‘A detailed examination of the Bishop’s book 
had convinced me that it was no up-to-date 
representation of the results of modern 
scholarship, but, on the contrary, was a revival 
of a school of criticism which had some vogue 
about seventy years ago, and ignored almost 
wholly the results of the last fifty years.’ 
Concerning his own book, Kenyon said: Ί 
believe that the time has come ... to restore 
confidence in the Bible as a guide to truth and a
basis for the conduct of life__ I can only hope
that [this book] may be of some assistance to 
those who look to Christianity as the one hope 
of our distracted world, and to the Bible as an 
assured foundation for the Christian belief.’

“This world-renowned Bible scholar, who had 
written so kindly regarding the work and 
publications of Jehovah’s Witnesses, was a
humble man, with a genuine kindness__ In
1889, after excelling as a student at Oxford, he 
entered the British Museum as an assistant in 
the Department of Manuscripts. Later he was 
promoted to be assistant keeper of manuscripts 
and in 1909 to be Director and Principal 
Librarian of the British Museum. During the first 
part of his long tenure, Biblical manuscripts and 
the discovery of papyruses were his principal 
concern; later, he was responsible as Director 
for the archaeological expeditions to 
Carchemish and Ur. After his retirement he had 
a hand in the acquisition of the Codex Sinaiticus 
and the publication of the Chester Beatty 
papyruses that helped toward authenticating 
the Greek Scriptures.

“In conclusion, it is fitting to quote from his 
book The Story of the Bible as follows: The 
Bible has a human history as well as a divine 
inspiration. It is a history full of interest, and it is 
one which all those who value their Bible should
know__ It is reassuring at the end to find that
the general result of all these discoveries and 
all this study is to strengthen the proof of the 
authenticity of the Scriptures, and our 
conviction that we have in our hands, in 
substantial integrity, the veritable Word of 
God.’”

An
A rc h a e o lo g is t

Who Appreciated 
Bible Truth

last foundation for any doubt that 
I  the Scriptures have come down to us 
I  substantially as they were written has 

now been removed.” These words of Sir Frederic 
Kenyon, taken from page 289 of his book The 
Bible and Archaeology (1940), are quoted on 
page 53 of the Watch Tower Society’s book You 
Can Live Forever in Paradise on Earth. Why had 
Kenyon come to this conclusion? It was because 
newly discovered papyrus manuscripts were 
dated so close to the time of the composition of 
the Scriptures that he could describe the interval 
as “negligible.” Yet these papyruses showed no 
significant variation from more recent 
manuscripts. This confirmed “the authenticity and 
the general integrity”of the later texts from which 
the Bible has been translated.

Interestingly, one of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
writes concerning this famous archaeologist: “Sir 
Frederic Kenyon had several of the Society’s 
publications, for over the years it was my 
privilege to leave various books with him and to 
correspond with him. I became acquainted with
him in early 1936__ It was a book by Dr. Kenyon
that enlightened me as to the origins of the Bible.
I wrote and told him so. His book The Story of the 
Bible in time came to me inscribed, ‘With the best 
wishes of the author, F. G. Kenyon, May 1 st,
1937:

“On receiving the book ‘The Truth Shall Make 
You Free/published by our Society, he wrote me: 
‘Your object is the same as my own, to persuade 
people to read and believe the Bible; but you 
appeal to a much wider public. My books are 
addressed primarily to those who are disturbed 
by what they are told about the results of modern 
criticism and discovery, while your book speaks 
to readers of all classes and kinds. I wish you all 
success to your work.’

“Writing regarding two more of our Society’s 
publications, he again referred to our common 
objective, ‘to encourage people to read the Bible,
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Kingdom Proclaimers Report
Races United in South Africa!

Indians working so harmoni- 
ously together has amazed us. 
We do not experience such co- 
operation in our churches.” The 
mayor of Imbali, Mr. Pakkies, 
attended the dedication of the 
hall on November 10, 1985, and 
expressed astonishment at the 
unity and the determination 
of the Witnesses to complete 
such a large project by them- 
selves. He summed up how 
they did it by declaring, “ It can 
only be done with love.” How 
true! And did not Jesus himself 
say: “By this love you have 
for one another, everyone, will 
know that you are my disci- 
pies”?— John 13:35, The Jeru- 
salem Bible.

With the end of the present 
system of things fast ap- 
proaching, Jehovah’s Witness- 
es throughout South Africa are 
aware of the need to build 
Kingdom Halls in the black 
townships and rurals as soon 
as possible. The first Kingdom 
Hall in Soweto was dedicated 
in February 1985. Several oth- 
ers are in the process of being 
built. Of the 700 congregations 
in the black field, about 70 have 
their own Kingdom Halls, so 
there is a tremendous need to 
be filled. The Imbali hall is help- 
ing to fill that need. It provides 
seating for 400 persons, who, 
in comfort, can take in the vi- 
tal spiritual food being served 
there. Yes, in such centers for 
Bible education, lovers of righ- 
teousness are learning how 
they can survive the end of this 
system of things to gain life in 
God’s new system where all 
races of mankind will live for- 
ever as one united family!

thought impossible. Imagine 
scores of white, Coloured, and 
Indian Witnesses pouring into 
the township from Pietermaritz- 
burg and Durban and working 
shoulder to shoulder with the 
black African congregations! 
(Compare Zephaniah 3:9.) Men, 
women, and children were all 
passing material and equipment 
from one to another, and eating 
meals at a common table. Such 
racial unity is unheard of in an 
African township, especially in 
this time of unrest! Surely, this 
is an indisputable evidence that 
Jehovah’s Witnesses are a unit- 
ed people who really care for 
one another.

Commenting on this unity, 
one neighbour said: “Seeing 
whites, blacks, Coloureds, and

IMBALI is a black township 
just outside Pietermaritzburg, 
Natal, in South Africa. When 
the two Imbali congregations 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses were 
granted a piece of land, the 
elders in the white and the Col- 
oured congregations in Pieter- 
maritzburg immediately met to- 
gether to plan how they could 
help their black brothers build 
a Kingdom Hall in the shortest 
possible time. Although the 
building work stretched out 
over nine months, it actually 
took only 48 working days to 
complete the work, which was 
mostly done on Saturdays.

To the local residents of Im- 
bali, the construction of this 
Kingdom Hall demonstrated 
something that they must have
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Questions From Readers
■ How could Jesus be “a god” who was created by Jehovah when 
in Isaiah 43:10 Jehovah says: “Before me there was no God 
formed, and a fte r me there continued to be none”?

considered; the “gods” under con- 
sideration are the impotent idols 
of the nations.

The word “God” or “god” is com- 
monly used regarding a superhu- 
man object of veneration. Thus, in 
the minds of many people, “god” 
means either (1) the Supreme Be- 
ing, the Almighty, or (2) a false 
god, such as an idol. However, the 
Bible allows for other usage. We 
can see this from Psalm 82:1, 2. 
There the Divine One (Jehovah 
God) is distinguished fro m  human 
judges whom the psalmist terms 
“gods.” Jesus himself later re- 
ferred to this passage. Because 
he had spoken of Jehovah God 
as being his Father, some Jews 
wanted to stone him. To their ac- 
cusation that he was ,making h im -  
self a god,’ Jesus responded: “Is it 
not written in your Law, Ί said: 
“You are gods’” ? If he called 
[those human judges] ‘gods’ ... do 
you say to me whom the Father 
sanctified and dispatched into the 
world, ,You blaspheme,’ because I 
said, I am God’s Son?”—John 10:

31־36.
Unquestionably there is only 

one Almighty God, even as the 
apostle Paul wrote: “For even 
though there are those who are 
called ,gods,’ whether in heaven or 
on earth, just as there are many 
,gods’ and many ,lords,’ there is 
actually to us one God the Father, 
out of whom all things a re ,. . .  and 
there is one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
through whom all things are, and 
we through him.” (1 Corinthians 
8:5 ,6) The Lord Jesus Christ is no 
false god, no demon god, no mere 
idol. He ,is the reflection of Jeho- 
vah God’s glory.’ (Hebrews 1:3) 
Thus it is fitting for John 1:1 to 
acknowledge Jesus as “a god,” or 
“godlike” (Johannes Schneider).

trasting himself with the man- 
made idols in nations surrounding 
Israel. Jehovah asks: “To whom 
can you people liken God, and 
what likeness can you put along- 
side him?” Certainly not an image 
made by a metalworker or carved 
from a tree. (Isaiah 40:18-20; 
41:7) Such “gods” could not 
,stretch out the heavens like a 
gauze,’ as Jehovah did. (Isaiah 40: 
21-26) Further, Jehovah is able to 
predict the future; surely the idols 
of the nations cannot ,tell the 
things that are to come afterward, 
that we may know that they are 
gods.’ (Isaiah 41:23) This thought 
is repeated at Isaiah 43:9, where 
Jehovah states: “Let national 
groups be gathered together. Who 
is there among them that can tell 
this? Or can they cause us to hear 
even the first things? Let them 
furnish their witnesses.” Rightly, 
the Almighty says: Ί  am Jehovah. 
That is my name; and to no one 
else shall I give my own glory, 
neither my praise to graven im- 
ages.”— Isaiah 42:8.

So the context establishes that 
the Almighty is hurling a challenge 
at the so-called gods of the na- 
tions. Being mere idols with no 
divine power, they certainly are 
not gods to be worshiped; they 
are really nothings. Jehovah con- 
tinues: “Does there exist a God 
besides me? No, there is no Rock. 
I have recognized none. The form- 
ers of the carved image are all of 
them an unreality, and their dar- 
lings [cast from metal or carved 
from wood] will be of no benefit.” 
(Isaiah 44:8-17) Consequently, 
the context of Isaiah 43:10 makes 
it clear that Jesus is not being

It is well known that Jehovah’s 
Witnesses teach from the Bible 
that Jesus is the created Son of 
God and is subordinate to his Fa- 
ther. (John 14:28; 1 Corinthians 
11:3) Still, as a powerful One who 
serves as God’s Spokesman, or 
Logos, he may well be designated 
“a god.” A number of Bible ver- 
sions render John 1:1 as saying 
that the Logos was “a god.” For 
example, D a s  E v a n g e liu m  n a c h  
J o h a n n e s  (1979) by Jiirgen Beck- 
er reads: “ . . .  und der Logos war 
bei dem Gott, und ein Gott war der 
Logos.” (English translation: ״ . . . 
and the Logos was with the God, 
and a god the Logos was.”)*

As the questioner indicates, 
though, this might seem to con- 
flict with Isaiah 43:10, 11, which 
says: ,,,You are my witnesses,’ is 
the utterance of Jehovah, ,even 
my servant whom I have chosen, 
in order that you may know and 
have faith in me, and that you may 
understand that I am the same 
One. B e fo re  m e  th e re  w a s  n o  G o d  
fo rm e d , a n d  a f te r  m e  th e re  c o n  tin -  
u e d  to  b e  n o n e . I — I am Jehovah, 
and besides me there is no sav- 
ior.’”

A sincere Bible student is 
helped by noting carefully the 
context of those words. The Al- 
mighty God Jehovah was con-

* “The title ho theos [the God, or 
God], which now designates the Fa- 
ther as a personal reality, is not ap- 
plied in the N[ew] Tfestament] to Je- 
sus Himself; Jesus is the Son of God 
(of ho theos) . . . .  Jn 1:1 should rigor- 
ously be translated ‘the word was with 
the God [־־the Father], and the word 
was a divine being.’ ” — D ic tiona ry  o f  
the B ib le  (1965), by John L. McKen- 
zie, S.J.
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“The finest 
science book 

I’ve ever read”

resolve 
the question  
of evolution versus 
creation, I think that 
it’s the finest science book 
I’ve ever read for building appre- 
ciation for life and the complexities of 
living things. It’s very sophisticated scientif- 
ically, yet on a level that anyone can appreci- 
ate.”

That is the 
opinion of a 
former evolutionist re- 
garding the fascinating book Life—How Did It  
Get Here? By Evolution or by Creation? He 
writes:

“As a former science student, I am stunned 
by the clarity and power of this new book. I am 
thrilled by the awe-inspiring descriptions of 
the universe, the galaxies, and all the intricate 
details that make life possible on planet Earth. 
I am amazed and delighted by the wealth of 
heart-stirring information on animal life and 
the instinctive wisdom that is all around us. 
And I am humbled by the descriptions of the 
human brain and its prodigious feats.

“Even if this book did not help a person to
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