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NANPOTAILYP

66r1 IHE Apocalypse!”

J what comes to
your mind when you hear
that expression? Is it dooms-
day? Holocaust? World War 111?
The end of the world? If these
mental pictures appear, you are not
alone in that respect. Science and
the news media paint man’s future as
gloomy. So is it any wonder that many link
the apocalypse with human extinction by
some catastrophic event?

“Apocalypse is today not merely abiblical
depiction but it has become a very real
possibility,” warned UN Secretary-General
Javier Perez de Cuellar in his inaugural
speech. “Never before in human experience
have we been placed on the narrow edge
between catastrophe and survival.” What
was he referring to? It was to nuclear con-
frontation arising from an intensification
of the present arms race. Reinforcing his
warning to the United Nations, he stated
that “some 500,000 scientists all over the
world are devoting their knowledge to the
search for weaponry more sophisticated and
more deadly.”

Others, too, are aware of today’s situa-
tion. Hans Jonas, emeritus professor of phi-
losophy at the New School for Social
Research, says that his main fear is an
“apocalypse threatening from the nature of
the unintended dynamics of technical civi-
lization.” He links the apocalypse with ‘ex-
haustion, pollution, desolation of the planet,

as well as the threat of
sudden destruction by the

atom bomb/
Similarly, historian Golo
Mann stated: “We cannot have
another world war. War is the
wrong word. We should ban the term
‘World War III" and say instead apoc-
alypse or holocaust."—Hamburg’s Die

Zeit, August 30, 1985.

Yes, man recognizes that he is on the
brink of self-destruction. But will he trigger
the apocalypse? Not according to the Bible,
which states that “Jehovah God, the Al-
mighty”—not man—will “bring to ruin
those ruining the earth.” (Revelation 11:
17, 18) Therefore, understanding what the
apocalypse is from the Bible's viewpoint
may give you a different outlook, an entirely
new and brighter one.

What It Really Is

The apocalypse is described in a letter to
the Thessalonians. There the apostle Paul
states: “It is righteous on God's part to
repay tribulation to those who make tribu-
lation ... but, to you who suffer tribulation,
relief along with us at the revelation [or,
apocalypse] of the Lord Jesus from heaven
with his powerful angels in a flaming fire, as
he brings vengeance upon those who do not
know God and those who do not obey the
good news about our Lord Jesus. These very
ones will undergo the judicial punishment of
everlasting destruction.”—2 Thessalonians
1:6-10.
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The apocalypse, therefore, is the revela-
tion of Jesus during a period of “great trib-
ulation.” (Matthew 24:21) According to
W. E. Vine's An Expository Dictionary of
New Testament Words, the Greek word apo-
ka'ly-psis refers to “the Lord Jesus Christ
when He comes to dispense the judgments
of God.” Elsewhere, the Bible refers to this
revelation, or apocalypse, as “the war of the
great day of God the Almighty” at Armaged-
don.—Revelation 16:14, 16; 19:11-21.*

True, regarding the apocalypse, we have
seen that the Bible speaks of “tribulation,”
“vengeance,” and “punishment.” Neverthe-
less, it also speaks of “relief” for those inno-

* See also the article on Megiddo, on pages 21-4 of
this magazine.

cent ones who have suffered tribulation.
God’s Word promises us that “just a little
while longer, and the wicked one will be no
more." (Psalm 37:10) So the apocalypse will
relieve mankind of all wicked influences. It
will be a turning point to better conditions
for the honest-hearted—not an event for
them to fear.

Thus, rather than complete annihilation
of all, or extinction, the apocalypse will be
the righteous solution to mankind's prob-
lems. Does not the idea of living in a new era
—an era of righteousness, peace, and com-
fort—appeal to you and your family?

But are we approaching the Biblical apoc-
alypse? If so, do we have a way of knowing
its exact time?

APOCALYPSE

When?

T IS almost like reading the lat-
I est newspaper—wars, earth-
guakes, pestilences, disease,
famine, crime, and fear! All
these developments and more
are prophesied in the Bible.
They pinpoint the times in
which all of us live as “the
last days.” This means the era
leading up to the imminent and
promised apocalypse. How can
you be sure of this?

You are witnessing fulfillment of Bi-
ble prophecies today. “You must face the
fact,” says the Bible, “the final age of this
world is to be a time of troubles. Men will
love nothing but money and self; they will
be arrogant, boastful, and abusive; with no
respect for parents, no gratitude, no piety,
no natural affection; they will be . . .
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strangers to all goodness, . . . swollen
with self-importance. They will be
men who put pleasure in the
place of God, men who preserve
the outward form of religion,
but are a standing denial of
its reality.” (2 Timothy 3:1-5,
The New English Bible) Do
you not see these very condi-

tions on every hand?
Many alive today, perhaps
even you, recall times when condi-
tions were not as bad as they are now.
People were more considerate of one an-
other. Children were more respectful to-
ward their parents and older ones. Men,
women, and children were not afraid to
walk down the street, even at night. But
times are changing rapidly. Even if some
of these conditions do not seem to be prev-



alent in your area, certainly the possibility
of a nuclear war—due to man’s arrogant
quest for power—affects all of us.

Yes, just as God through his Word, the
Bible, has so clearly prophesied “the final
age of this world,” so, too, he has provided
us with information regarding the time of
the apocalypse, when Jesus comes to exe-
cute judgment.

Closer Than Many Think

“Fresh things | now foretell,” God says.
“Before they appear | tell you of them.”
(Isaiah 42:9, The Jerusalem Bible) Yes, he
has outlined for us in the Bible the main
events that will take place just before the
apocalypse.

For example, Jesus spoke of a message
to be sounded worldwide and tied it in
with the apocalypse. He said: “This good
news of the kingdom will be preached in all
the inhabited earth for a witness to all
the nations; and then the end will come.”
(Matthew 24:14) That “end” includes the
apocalypse. Today, Jehovah’'s Witnesses
spend hundreds of millions of hours a year
diligently proclaiming that Kingdom mes-
sage from door to door and by any other
possible means, in more than 200 lands
around the globe!

Drawing a striking parallel for the ben-
efit of his followers, Jesus compared the
time leading up to the apocalypse to the
time before the Flood of Noah's day. In
Noah’s time people were so absorbed in
eating and drinking and having a good
time that “they took no note” of Noah's
message concerning the imminent de-
struction. They were indifferent to his
warnings.—Matthew 24:37-39.

How closely our day parallels the cir-
cumstances before the Flood! People are so
preoccupied with their daily routines that
they do not heed warnings and evidence of
the approaching apocalypse.

Still, the apocalypse is closer than many

think. Regarding the sign of the last days,
Jesus declared that “this generation will
by no means pass away until all these
things occur.” (Matthew 24:34) Of which
generation was Jesus speaking?

The 1914 Generation

Referring to “the relatively peaceful and
prosperous Victorian age of Great Brit-
ain,” former Prime Minister Harold Mac-
millan said that he considered ‘the world
he was born in’ to be one that would get
“better and better.” But “suddenly, unex-
pectedly, one morning in 1914 the whole
thing came to an end.” Calling it the end
of “100 years of peace and progress,” Mac-
millan recalled how World War | signaled
“the end of an era” and the “start of the
confusion that is still happening.” Many
others, particularly those who lived
through 1914 and are still alive, know this
to be true.

Yes, as this magazine has drawn to the
attention of its readers over the years, the
evidence points to the 1914 generation as
the generation spoken of by Jesus.* Thus,
“this generation will by no means pass
away until all these things [including the
apocalypse] occur.”

Even though more than 70 years have
gone by since 1914, there are still individ-
uals around who lived through that era.
According to The American Legion Maga-
zine for December 1984, in the United
States some 272,000 World War | veterans
are still alive, and it is similar in other
lands. Nevertheless, the number is dimin-
ishing quite rapidly. So how long will it be
until the last World War | veteran march-
es into history?

While this statistic may draw our atten-
tion to the final hours of the 1914 genera-

* For further details about 1914, see the book “Let
Your Kingdom C om e published by the Watchtower
Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc., chap”
ter 14.
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tion, how specific can we be regarding the
exact time of the apocalypse?

“A Thief in the Night'

The Bible forewarns: “As for the times
and the seasons, . . . you yourselves know
quite well that Jehovah's day is coming
exactly as a thief in the night.” (1 Thessa-
lonians 5:1, 2) Would you reasonably ex-
pect a thief to send a telegram announcing
when he is planning to burglarize your
home?

Appropriately, then, Jesus counsels us
regarding the exact hour: “Keep looking,
keep awake, for you do not know when the
appointed time is.” (Mark 13:32377) Even
so, we have noted that Jesus described
various happenings that pinpoint the 1914
generation. And the Bible describes future
events that will signal the imminent apoc-
alypse. What may we expect?

A Change of Events

The apostle Paul said: “Whenever it is
that they are saying: ‘Peace and security!
then sudden destruction is to be instantly
upon them just as the pang of distress
upon a pregnant woman; and they will by
no means escape.” (1 Thessalonians 5:3)
So as we progress toward the finale of
these “last days,” we can expect some out”
standing attention to be given to “Peace
and security!” in fulfillment of Paul's
words. Then what?

Bible prophecies indicate that world re”
ligion, described as “Babylon the Great,”
will suddenly be attacked by earthly polit-
ical powers and will come to an abrupt end!
(Revelation 17:5, 16; 18:10, 17) This will
mark the beginning of a “great tribulation
such as has not occurred since the world’s
beginning until now.” (Matthew 24:21)
But how will this affect those who have
‘kept awake’ and on the watch for the
apocalypse?

True Christians can be confident that
Jehovah will deliver them. (2 Peter 2:9)
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Yes, as long as they know Jehovah God
and unselfishly serve him, they will have
no cause for fear when God and Christ
come forth to fight the war of Armaged-
don.—Revelation 11:17, 18; 16:14, 16.

Next, the apocalypse will lead to the
isolation of Satan the Devil and his invisi-
ble forces from mankind. (Revelation 20:
2, 3) Yes, the wrath that is coming will go
beyond ridding the earth of people unwill”
ing to serve God. Even wicked spirits who
today influence the world around us will be
eliminated. (2 Thessalonians 1:697) This
will mean everlasting blessing for the sur”
vivors of the apocalypse.

Apocalypse— Prelude to Paradise

Regarding earth’s inhabitants, the book
of Revelation (The Apocalypse, Douay)
tells us that God “will wipe every tear from
their eyes. There will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old
order of things [will have] passed away.”
(Revelation 21:4, New International Ver-
sion) Instead of a gloomy aftermath of the
apocalypse, the Bible reveals that man will
be capable of living forever in a paradise
on earth.—Psalm 37:929 11",

Paradise? Everlasting life on earth?
Just imagine, perfectly healthy, happy
people from all races enjoying life to the
full! ‘How could this be the result of an
apocalypse? you may ask. God has given
his word. It will be as in the case of God's
dealings with Israel, that “not a promise
failed out of all the good promise that
Jehovah had made . . . ; it all came true.”
—Joshua 21:45.

So, concerning the exact day and hour of
the apocalypse nobody knows, but the evi~
dence shows that we are living in the era
of the apocalypse. When it strikes, may we
be found awake and “on the watch.” For
“the world is passing away and so is its
desire, but he that does the will of God
remains forever.”—Mark 13:33, 37; 1 John
2:17; Matthew 24:36.



The Pope b

AVERTING ARMAGEDDON is the

r \title that two reporters gave to
their 1984 book on recent papal pol-
itics. Gordon Thomas and Max
Mor%an-wltts have been reporting
on the papacy for over 17 years.
What insight can we gain from them
as to concern in the top levels of
the Catholic Church about the apoc-
alypse?

According to these reporters, Mon-
signor Emery Kabongo, personal
secretary to John Paul |l, stated:
“The Pope is like a spiritual Her-
cules trying to keep the superpow-
ers apart, trying to avert nuclear Ar-
mageddon.”

It appears that church leaders are
especially concerned about a global
destruction through human deeds
rather than about God's selective in-
tervention in human affairs—the
aﬂocalypse that the Bible foretells.
Thus, Averting Armageddon says:
“Among those engaged with Kabon-
go, there is no outward sign of strain
In trying to stave off the apocalypse
they detect. . . . But behind this rou-
tine there is a tension which is a
direct carryover from the internation-
al Synod of Bishops. It had conclud-
ed deliberations on a doom-laden
note, deploring ‘warlike aggressive-
ness, violence and terrorism, the
building up of arsenals of both
conventional and especially nuclear
arms, and the scandalous trade in all

APOCALYPSE

weapons of war.”” Even the pope is involved.
Thomas and Morgan-Witts report that on the
bookshelves in his study are works such as
International Defense Review, The Problems of
Military Readiness, and Surprise Attack: Les-
sons for Defense Planning. They add:

“Close to the encyclicals are books dealing
with a subject that now rivets the Pope: escha-
tology, the study of Biblical teachings which
argue that God will inaugurate His Kingdom on
earth through a series of ‘happenings’ to close
an age. John Paul believes with a fervor . . .
that, possibly before the end of the century,
something ‘decisive’ may sweep the world.
Could it be pestilence, a second Black Death?
Or drought or famine on an unimaginable
scale? Or nuclear war? He frequently now
fears the latter; perhaps, he has been known
to ponder, he has been cast in the role of head
of the Church during what could be the final
decade of the world before it is permanently
blighted by a nuclear holocaust.”

Averting Armageddon also calls attention to
the symbolic “doomsday clock” that is regularly
highlighted in the Bulletin of the Atomic Scien-
tists. When this “clock” was first published in
December 1947, it was set at seven minutes
before midnight to show “how close the world
was to a nuclear Armageddon.” After the 1972
arms limitation agreement (SALT), the hands on
the clock were moved back to 12 minutes be-
fore midnight. In 1984 Thomas and Morgan-
Witts wrote: “The clock now reads just three
minutes to midnight. This is the closest it has
been to doomsday for thirty years.”

Despite any papal efforts “to avert nuclear
Armageddon,” in November 1985, the hands
still showed just three minutes to go. Let us,
though, not be diverted by concern over wheth-
er the nations will destroy mankind. Instead of
trying to avoid the apocalypse, we will be wise
to seek God's way of salvation out of the apoc-
all%/pse, for this Is certain “to come upon the

ole inhabited earth.”—Revelation 3:10.
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In His Hometown
Synagogue

HEN Jesus returns home, we
W can imagine the stir of excite-

ment in Nazareth. Before he
left to be baptized by John a little over
a year before, Jesus was known as a
carpenter. But now he has the wide-
spread reputation as a miracle worker.
The local residents are eager to see
him do some of these marvelous things
among them.

Their anticipation rises as Jesus, ac-
cording to his custom, goes to the 10-
cal synagogue. During the services, he
stands up to read, and the scroll of the
prophet Isaiah is handed to him. He
finds the place where it tells of the One
anointed by Jehovah’s spirit, which
place in our Bible today is chapter 61.

After reading about how this One
would preach a release to the captives,
a recovery of sight to the blind, and
about Jehovah’s acceptable year, Je-
sus hands the scroll back to the atten-
dant and sits down. All eyes are intent-
ly fixed upon him. Then he speaks to
them, probably at some length, explain-
ing: "Today this scripture that you just
heard is fulfilled.”

The people marvel at his “winsome
words” and say to one another: “This is
a son of Joseph, is it not?” But knowing
that they want to see him perform mir-
acles, Jesus continues: “No doubt you
will apply this illustration to me, ‘Phy-
sician, cure yourself; the things we
heard as having happened in Caperna-
urn do also here in your home territo-
ry.”” Evidently, Jesus’ former neighbors
feel that healing should begin at home,
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for the benefit of his own people first.
So they feel they have been slighted by
Jesus.

Realizing their thinking, Jesus re-
lates some applicable history. There
were many widows in Israel during the
days of Elijah, he notes, but Elijah was
sent to none of these. Rather, he went
to a non-Israelite widow in Sidon,
where he performed a lifesaving mira-
cle. And in the days of Elisha, there
were many lepers, but Elisha cleansed
only Naaman from Syria.



Angered by these unfavorable his-
torical comparisons that expose their
selfishness and lack of faith, those in
the synagogue rise up and rush Jesus
outside the city. There, on the brow of
the mountain upon which Nazareth is
built, they try to throw him over the
edge. But Jesus escapes from their
grasp and gets away safely.  Luke 4:
16-30; 1 Kings 17:8-16; 2 Kings 5:
8-14.

¢ Why is there a stir of excitement in Naza-
reth?

+ What do the people think of Jesus’ speech,
but then what makes them so angry?

¢ What do the people try to do to Jesus?



Unitedly

Pursuing

the Goal of |ife

“This means everlasting life, their taking in knowledge of you, the on_I/y
true God, and of the one whom you sent forth, Jesus Christ."—john 17.3.

TEALTHILY he comes, unobserved,

through the shadows of the night. It is
Nicodemus. He has been impressed by the
signs that Jesus performed in Jerusalem
at Passover time of 30 C.E. To this Phari-
see, the Son of God makes his first record-
ed mention of “everlasting life,” adding

1. (a) On what occasion did Jesus first speak of
“everlasting life”? (b) Who may reach this goal?

these heartwarming words: “God loved the
world so much that he gave his only-
begotten Son, in order that everyone exer-
cising faith in him might not be destroyed
but have everlasting life.” (John 3:15, 16)
What a grand opportunity is now opening
up for the world of redeemable mankind!
Why, even a proud Pharisee may humble
himself so as to reach the goal.



2Shortly thereafter, Jesus is traveling
from Jerusalem to Galilee. He pauses at
a well in Samaria while his disciples go
off to buy food. A woman comes to draw
water. Jesus says to her: “Whoever
drinks from the water that | will give
him will never get thirsty at all, but the
water that | will give him will become in
him a fountain of water bubbling up
to impart everlasting life.” (John 4:14)
Since the Samaritans are despised by the
Jews, why does Jesus hold out such a
precious hope to this woman? Further, as
Jesus knows, this woman has had five
husbands and is now living immorally
with a man who is not her husband. Yet,
as Jesus here states, life-giving waters
of truth are to be made available even to
despised ones of the world of mankind if
only these will repent and clean up their
lives.—Compare Colossians 3:5-7.

3“Everlasting life”! Jesus further de-
velops this theme when his disciples re-
turn and urge him to eat. He tells them:
“My food is for me to do the will of him
that sent me and to finish his work.”
What is that work? Jesus says: “Lift up
your eyes and view the fields, that they
are white for harvesting. Already the
reaper is receiving wages and gathering
fruit for everlasting life.” Such a harvest
was in prospect, even among the lowly
Samaritans, and it became a joyful real-
ity, as the record shows. (John 4:34-36;
Acts 8:1, 14-17) Harvesting for everlast-
ing life continues to this day, but now
the field is the world. Disciples of Jesus
Christ still have plenty to do in this
work of the Lord.—Matthew 13:37, 38;
1 Corinthians 15:58.

2. (a) Under what circumstances did Jesus
again speak of “everlasting life”? (b) To whom
are life-giving waters made available?

3. (a) What kind of “food” does Jesus recom-
mend? (b) How has John 4:34-36 been fulfilled?

“The Gift of Life”

4A year passes. Now it is Passover
time of 31 C.E. As is his custom, Jesus
is present in Jerusalem for the feast.
But the Jews go to persecuting him be-
cause he performs loving acts of healing
on the Sabbath. How does Jesus answer
them? He says: “My Father has kept
working until now, and | keep working.”
So they seek to kill him.—John 5:17, 18.

5Jesus goes on, however, to describe a
most precious union—the unity, or one-
ness, that exists between him and the
Father. He tells those Jews: “For the
Father has affection for the Son and
shows him all the things he himself does,
and he will show him works greater than
these, in order that you may marvel.” He
indicates that the Father has committed
to him extraordinary power, saying: “He
that hears my word and believes him
that sent me has everlasting life, and he
does not come into judgment but has
passed over from death to life.”—John 5:
20, 24.

6Yes, even those “dead” in God's sight
because of their inherited sinfulness may
“hear the voice of the Son of God” and
come to life. But how? Jesus explains:
“For just as the Father has life in him-
self, so he has granted also to the Son to
have life in himself.” Those words, “life
in himself,” may also be rendered, “in
himself the gift of life.” (John 5:25, 26,
Ref. Bi., footnote) So Jesus is able to give
humans a fine standing before God. Fur-
thermore, he is able to resurrect and
impart life to those asleep in death.
—John 11:25; Revelation 1:18.

4. How does Jesus answer the Jews as to Sab-
bath keeping?

5, 6. (&) What precious union does Jesus now
describe? (b) In what respect does Jesus have
“life in himself’?
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7Jehovah has always had life in himself.
It is written of him: “With you is the
source of life.” (Psalm 36:5, 9) But now the
Father has raised up his integrity-keeping
Son from the dead as “the firstfruits of
those who have fallen asleep in death.”
Having “in himself the gift of life,” Jesus
has been empowered to forgive sins, to
judge, and to raise the dead, with everlast-
ing life in view.—1 Corinthians 15:20-22;
John 5:27-29; Acts 17:31.

A Joyful Union

8Thus, Jesus’ disciple Jude admonishes
us: “Keep yourselves in God's love, while
you are waiting for the mercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ with everlasting life in view.”
(Jude 21) What a precious goal—everlast-
ing life! And this is to be life in perfection,
according to the will of our perfect Cre-
ator and the arrangement that he makes
through his Son. It will be free of the
drudgery that so often marks the strug-
gle for survival in the present system of
things. In the coming system of things,
sorrow, sickness, lawlessness, corruption,
even death, will be no more!—Micah 4:3, 4;
1 Corinthians 15:26.

9Who are to share in the realization of
these promises, and where? It is those who
come to exercise faith in Jesus’ sacrifice
and who add godly works to that faith.
These become harmoniously joined togeth-
er with fellow Christians worldwide in the
unity of the faith.—James 2:24; Ephesians
4:16.

10 According to his good pleasure, God

7. (@) What does Psalm 36:5, 9 tell us about
God? (b) How has Jehovah rewarded his
integrity-keeping Son?

8, 9. (a) How may we keep the goal of everlast-
ing life in view? (b) What does God arrange as
to everlasting life? (c) Who come to share in
these blessings, and how?

10. (a) In God's “administration,” what is first
in order? (b) To what does the “administration”
next proceed?
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has purposed “an administration ... to
gather all things together again in the
Christ, the things in the heavens and the
things on the earth.” (Ephesians 1:8-10)
This is God's household arrangement that
begins with the gathering of Christ's 144,-
000 joint heirs. These are “bought from
among mankind as firstfruits to God and
to the Lamb [Jesus Christ].” They have
part in “the first [the heavenly] resurrec-
tion” so that they may serve with Christ
as kings and priests for a thousand years.
Next, God’'s administration proceeds to
gather “the things on the earth,” starting
with an innumerable “great crowd . . . out
of all nations and tribes and peoples and
tongues.” These servants of God will come
out of “the great tribulation” with the
prospect of gaining everlasting life in “a
new earth.”—Revelation 14:1, 4; 20:4, 6;
7:4, 9-17; 21:1, 4.

N The spirit-anointed sons of God, who
are “the things in the heavens,” enjoy a
very intimate relationship with Jesus and
with the Father. They are “assigned as
heirs” of the Kingdom in union with Jesus.
(Ephesians 1:11) Jesus encouraged them
to remain in union with him, just as
branches remain attached to a vine, in
order to bear much fruit. Unless this pre-
cious union with Christ Jesus is main-
tained, the branches “can do nothing at
all.”—John 14:10, 11, 20; 15:4, 5; 1 John
2:27.

“Other Sheep” Now Share

P However, what of the millions of other
sheeplike people who have been separat-
ed from worldly “goats” over the past 50
years? (Matthew 25:31-40) These are not of

11. (a) To what precious “union” does Ephe-
sians 1:11 refer? (b) How does John 15:4, 5 apply
to those in this “union”?

12 (a) What is the relationship of the “other
sheep” to the “little flock”? (b) What application
does 1 John 2:1-6 have with regard to each of
these groups?



Jesus’ “little flock” who are given the King-
dom, but as “other sheep,” they join these
as part of a larger flock that serves at unity
with the Father and the Son. (Luke 12:32;
John 10:16) The apostle John gives the
assurance that Jesus Christ “is a propitia-
tory sacrifice for our sins [that is, those of
the “little flock”], yet not for ours only but
also for the whole world’s.” Thus these “oth-
er sheep,” gathered from the world of man-
kind, may also enjoy a precious union, or
concord, with God and Christ. It is similar
to what John goes on to say: “Whoever does
observe his word, truthfully in this person
the love of God has been made perfect. By
this we have the knowledge that we are in
union with him.” First the “little flock” and
then the “other sheep” come under obliga-
tion to walk just as Jesus walked.—1 John
2:1-6.

BSo today, both groups, the heavenly
and the earthly, are ‘in union with the
Father and with the Son’—at full accord
with them in accomplishing God’'s work.
Jesus prayed, “That they may all be [at
unity], just as you, Father, are in union
with me and | am in union with you, that
they also may be in union with us.” This
oneness is not limited in meaning to joint
heirship, for obviously Jesus’ disciples do
not become part of any ‘body of Jehovah’ or
‘joint heirs with Jehovah.” They are “in
union” in that they show oneness in co-
operation, being of one heart and mind with
both Jehovah and Christ, as they witness to
the world of mankind.—John 17:20, 21.

KUHowever, the ones of the anointed
heavenly class enjoy that union now in a
special way, as they have been declared
righteous as to life, through the application

13. (a) At John 17:20, 21, for what does Jesus
pray? (b) What shows that this petition is not
limited to Christ’s joint heirs?

14. In what special way is the heavenly class in
union with Christ, and what makes them aware
of this?

The “little flock”and the “other
sheep”are “in union”— doing
God’s work as Jesus did it

of the merit of Christ's sacrifice. Hence,
they can be spirit begotten with the pros-
pect of becoming joint heirs with Christ
Jesus. They acknowledge their adoption as
sons, saying: “The spirit itself [God's beget-
ting active force] bears witness with our
spirit [dominant mental inclination] that
we are God's children.”—Romans 3:23, 24;
5:1; 8:15-18.

5 Concerning those with earthly life

prospects, they are now declared righteous
as to friendship with God, just as were
Abraham, Rahab, and others of ancient
times. During Christ's Millennial Reign,
they will gradually be raised to human per-
fection, so that after a final testing “the
creation itself also will be set free from
enslavement to corruption and have the
glorious freedom of the children of God.”
(Romans 8:19-21; James 2:21-26) Thus,
obedient humans will be declared righteous
for everlasting life on earth.—Compare
John 10:10; lsaiah 9:7; 11:1-9; 35:1-6; 65:
17-25.

15. What do the present and the future hold for
those with earthly life prospects?
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BAs individuals, those of the “little
flock” and the multitudinous crowd of the
“other sheep” show comparable joyful zeal
for God's service. (Luke 12:32; John 10:
16; Titus 2:13, 14) Most of the remaining
anointed ones may be far more advanced in
age and in Christian experience, but both
groups display the Christian personality
and the fruitage of the spirit. (Ephesians
4:24; Galatians 5:22, 23) There is a differ-
ence, though, as Jesus indicated to Nicode-
mus even before he spoke of everlasting life.
He said: “Unless anyone is born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:
3-5) So a spiritual rebirth is experienced by
those baptized Christians whom God calls to
be joint heirs with Jesus in his Kingdom.
(1 Corinthians 1:9, 26-30) The “other
sheep” do not need any such rebirth, for
their goal is life everlasting in the restored
earthly Paradise as subjects of the King-
dom.—Matthew 25:34, 46b; Luke 23:42, 43.

Memorial— And the New Covenant

IrMarch 24 after sundown is the time
for Jehovah's Witnesses worldwide to ob-
serve the 1986 Memorial of Jesus’ death.
Attention will be focused on Jesus’ sacri-
firing his perfect human body and lifeblood
in vindication of his Father’s name and
purpose and in behalf of sinful mankind.
(1 Corinthians 11:23-26) Hence, all who
have the goal of life (whether in heaven or
on earth) will want to assemble with God’s
people worldwide for this joyous occasion.
In 1985 a grand total of 7,792,109 persons
so memorialized Jesus’ death. However,
those partaking of the Memorial bread and
wine, symbolizing Jesus’ human body and

16. (a) In what respects do the “little flock” and
the “other sheep” show “union” with one anoth-
er? (b) But why does John 3:3-5 apply only to the
“little flock”?

17. (a) Why should all who have the goal of life
meet with God’s people on March 24? (b) What
do we note about the 1985 Memorial celebration?
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How Would You Answer?

O How, progressively, did Jesus
impart understanding about the
prospect of everlasting life?

0O How has God proceeded with
his “administration”?

0O Why may it be said that the
“other sheep” are “in union” with
the Father, the Son, and Christ's
brothers?

O Why is it that only anointed
Christians partake of the Memorial
emblems?

blood, numbered only 9,051. Why so few?

BWell, what did Jesus say on that eve-
ning of instituting the Memorial of his
death? After passing the loaf to his disci-
pies, he next offered the wine in the same
way, saying: “This cup means the new
covenant by virtue of my blood, which is to
be poured out in your behalf.” Later, he
went on to amplify the reason for taking
them into the new covenant, saying: “You
are the ones that have stuck with me in my
trials; and | make a covenant with you,
just as my Father has made a covenant
with me, for a kingdom, that you may eat
and drink at my table in my kingdom, and
sit on thrones to judge the twelve tribes of
Israel.”—Luke 22:19, 20, 28-30.

B The prophet Jeremiah had foretold the
new covenant, stating that through it Je-
hovah would be forgiving the error and sin
of his people so that they might “know
Jehovah” in a most intimate relationship.
(Jeremiah 31:31, 34) Just as Moses was
“mediator” of the Law covenant with flesh-
ly lIsrael, so Jesus becomes “mediator of
[this] correspondingly better covenant”

18, 19. (a) What covenants does Jesus refer to
at Luke chapter 22? (b) What purpose does each
covenant serve? (c) As foreshadowed by Moses,
how does Jesus serve as the “one mediator”?



that God makes with the spiritual “lIsrael
of God.” This is in order to ransom those
who are called to become Kingdom heirs
with Christ. Thus they “receive the prom-
ise of the everlasting inheritance.” (Gala-
tians 3:19, 20; 6:16; Hebrews 8:6; 9:15;
12:24) 1t is particularly in this Biblical
sense that Christ Jesus serves as the “one
mediator between God and men.”—1 Tim-
othy 2:5, 6.

20Who, then, may properly partake of
the Memorial emblems of the bread and
the wine? It is only the group that God
takes into the new covenant made over
Jesus’ sacrifice. (Psalm 50:5) The purpose
of this covenant is to justify Jesus' 144,-
000 joint heirs to human life first, so that
they may sacrifice this life-right and be
taken into the heavenly Kingdom. (Ro-
mans 4:25; 2 Timothy 2:10, 12) But what
of the “other sheep”?

20. (a) Who properly partake of the Memorial
emblems? (b) Why is this so?

2Ll Those of the “other sheep” class are not
in the new covenant and so do not partake.
However, all of them are richly benefited by
attending the Memorial celebration as re-
spectful observers. Their appreciation of
spiritual matters is sharpened in line with
the words of Jesus’ prayer to his Father:
“This means everlasting life, their taking in
knowledge of you, the only true God, and of
the one whom you sent forth, Jesus Christ.”
(John 17:3) Remember, the Memorial cele-
bration focuses attention on Jesus’ flesh
and blood. The sacrificed flesh and blood of
Christ are vitally important to all who are
pursuing the goal of everlasting life. How is
this true with regard to the “other sheep,”
who have not been taken into the new cov-
enant and so do not partake of the Memorial
emblems? Let us consider this in the follow-
ing article.

21. (a) How are the “other sheep” benefited as
observers at the Memorial? (b) On what does the
Memorial celebration focus, and what question
arises?

“Bread of Life”
Avallaple for All

“I am the livin

bread that came down from heaven; if anyone eats

of this bread he will live forever; and, for a fact, the bread that |
shall give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world."—john 65L

THE world of mankind has long been
sustained by bread, the most widely
eaten food on earth. Appropriately, it
has been called the staff of life. But
today hunger for bread has become a
tragic issue. Hunger and famine now
affect one quarter of earth’s inhabitants.

1 What tragic situation faces mankind today?

Recently, The Globe and Mail of Toron-
to, Canada, stated, “Famine, like war,
knows no frontiers.” The paper quoted
an executive of UN emergency opera-
tions in Africa as warning that Africa
is on the brink of “one of the great-
est human tragedies, one of the great-
est human challenges, that we've ever
faced.”
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2Jesus prophesied that food shortages
would be part of the sign of his pres-
ence in Kingdom power. (Matthew 24:3,
7, 32, 33; 25:31, 32; Luke 21:11) How glad
we can be that his Kingdom is at hand!
Shortly, this glorious King will vanquish
all enemies of mankind, doing away with
the political and economic injustices that
have brought such cruel suffering. Then
all peoples will rejoice at receiving their
bread for each day.—Matthew 6:10, 11;
24:21, 22; Daniel 2:44; Proverbs 29:2.

3Under righteous government, our good
earth will be capable of producing “an
overflow” of food, enough to satisfy many
more than the present world population.
(Psalm 72:12-14, 16, 18) Jehovah will
make “a banquet” of good things for his
people. (Isaiah 25:6) But something addi-
tional is needed. As the years roll by, will
humans still get ill and die? Happily, Isa-
iah 25:8 goes on to say of Jehovah: “He
will actually swallow up death forever, and
the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will certainly
wipe the tears from all faces.” How does
this come about?

Jehovah’s Loving Provision

4When Joseph was food administrator
in Egypt, there was grain in abundance.
This was because Joseph, after being ap-
pointed by Pharaoh, prepared wisely for
the foretold seven years of famine, and
Jehovah lovingly added his blessing. (Gen-
esis 41:49) There was plenty for all, and
there was some to spare. When Joseph'’s
father Jacob, Joseph’s brothers, and their
families came down to join Joseph in
Egypt, they benefited greatly by that di-
vine providence. No doubt those Israelites

2, 3. (a) Food shortages are part of what sign?
(b) How will food problems be solved? (c) What
more is needed, and what happy assurance does
Isaiah 25:8 give?

4. What loving provision did Jehovah arrange in
Egypt?
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here became well acquainted also with fer-
mented wheat-dough bread, as this appar-
ently originated in Egypt.

5Later, Jehovah made further loving
provision for his people. This was when
the millions of Israelites left Egypt to pass
through the Sinai wilderness. How could
this great crowd find sustenance in that
bleak, unfriendly desert? Though Jehovah
had been angered by their lack of faith, he
“opened the very doors of heaven. And he
kept raining upon them manna to eat, and
the grain of heaven he gave to them.”
“With bread from heaven he kept satisfy-
ing them” for 40 long years. (Psalm 78:
22-24; 105:40; Exodus 16:4, 5, 31, 35) And
do not forget that the Israelites were not
alone in eating manna. “A vast mixed
company” of non-Israelites exercised faith
in Jehovah and joined them in the exodus
from Egypt. God provided manna for them
also.—Exodus 12:38.

6However, mankind has always had a
need greater than that for literal “bread
from heaven.” Even those who ate the
miraculously provided manna grew old
and died, for man’s inherited sinful condi-
tion makes death inevitable, no matter
what his diet. (Romans 5:12) Israel’s sac-
rifices provided a means to maintain a
good relationship with God, but those sac-
rifices also emphasized the nation’s sinful-
ness. They were “at no time able to take
sins away completely.” Further, those of-
ferings foreshadowed Jesus’ “one sacri-
fice,” which provides for removing sins
“perpetually.” From his exalted position in
heaven, Jesus is now able to administer
the merit of that sacrifice.—Hebrews 10:
1-4, 11-13.

5. (&) How did Jehovah provide sustenance in
the wilderness? (b) Who shared with lIsrael in
this blessing, and why?

6. (a) What greater need does man have, and
why? (b) What did Israel’s sacrifices emphasize,
and what did they foreshadow?



“True Bread From Heaven”

7 Let us turn now to John chapter 6.

Jesus’ remarks here are not a continua-
tion of what is recorded in chapter 5. The
context is different, for another year has
passed. It is now 32 C.E. The setting is no
longer among the self-righteous Jews in
Jerusalem but among the common people
in Galilee. Jesus has just performed the
miracle of feeding 5,000 men from five
barley loaves and two small fishes. The
next day, the crowd follows Jesus, expect-
ing another free meal. So Jesus tells them:
“You are looking for me, not because you
saw signs, but because you ate from the
loaves and were satisfied. Work, not for

7. (a) Jesus’ words in John chapter 6 must be
viewed in what new context? (b) Why did Jesus
rebuke the crowd?

the food that perishes, but for the food
that remains for life everlasting.” Jesus
had been sent by his Father to provide
such food for all who would exercise faith
in him. This would be “the true bread from
heaven,” with more lasting effects than
the literal manna that the ancient Israel-
ites ate.—John 6:26-32.

8  Jesus goes on to explain the benefits to

be derived from that “food,” telling them:
“l am the bread of life. He that comes to
me will not get hungry at all, and he that
exercises faith in me will never get thirsty
at all.... For this is the will of my Father,
that everyone that beholds the Son and
exercises faith in him should have ever-
lasting life, and I will resurrect him at the
last day.”—John 6:35-40.

8. How may one attain to everlasting life?
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9Those materialistic Jews take issue
with these words. They see in Jesus noth-
ing more than a son of Joseph and
Mary. Jesus warns them: “Stop murmur-
ing among yourselves. No man can come
to me unless the Father, who sent me,
draws him; and I will resurrect him in the
last day.” Then he repeats: “lI am the
bread of life. Your forefathers ate the
manna in the wilderness and yet died.
This is the bread that comes down from
heaven, so that anyone may eat of it and
not die. 1 am the living bread that came
down from heaven; if anyone eats of this
bread he will live forever; and, for a fact,
the bread that | shall give is my flesh in
behalf of the life of the world.”—John 6:
42-51.

DConsequently, it was for “the life of
the world”—the entire world of redeem-
able mankind—that Jesus gave his flesh.
And “anyone” of the world of mankind
who eats symbolically of that “bread,” by
showing faith in the redeeming power of
Jesus’ sacrifice, may enter onto the way
to everlasting life. Here, the “vast mixed
company” that shared with the Israelites
in eating the manna in the wilderness
foreshadow the great crowd of Jesus’ “oth-
er sheep” who, along with the anointed
remnant of “the Israel of God,” are now
eating Jesus’ flesh in a figurative sense.
This they do by exercising faith in his
sacrifice.—Galatians 6:16; Romans 10:
9, 10.

l1Back in Galilee, many of Jesus’ listen-
ers are shocked by his talk. So while still
on the topic of his flesh, he even goes a
step further, telling them: “Most truly |
say to you, Unless you eat the flesh of the
Son of man and drink his blood, you have

9, 10. (a) How does “the bread of life” contrast
with manna? (b) According to John 6:42-51, for
whom did Jesus give his flesh? (c) How do these
‘eat his flesh'?

11 What further words of Jesus shocked the
Jews, and why?
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no life in yourselves. He that feeds on my
flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting
life, and | shall resurrect him at the last
day; for my flesh is true food, and my
blood is true drink.” (John 6:53557) Shock-
ing indeed! Not only is the idea of canni-
balism repulsive to those Jews but the
Law at Leviticus 17:14 positively forbade
eating “the blood of any sort of flesh.”

D Of course, Jesus is here emphasizing
that anyone who is to attain to everlasting
life must do so on the basis of exercising
faith in the sacrifice that Jesus later made
in offering up his perfect human body and
pouring out his lifeblood. (Hebrews 10:
5, 10; 1 Peter 1:18, 19; 2:24) This provi-
sion is not restricted to Jesus’ joint heirs.
It must also include the “great crowd,”
who survive “the great tribulation,” for
these “have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.”
Their having faith in Jesus’ sacrifice, as
demonstrated also by their rendering God
“sacred service,” results in their preserva-
tion through earth’s greatest time of dis-
tress. Similarly, Rahab was declared righ-
teous and survived when Joshua devoted
Jericho to destruction.—Revelation 7:9,
10, 14, 15; Joshua 6:16, 17; James 2:25.

12. (a) What is Jesus here emphasizing?

(b) What scriptures show that this is not re-
stricted to Jesus’ joint heirs?

In Our Next Issue

m Are You Letting
the Truth Slip By?

m Job’s Integrity
— Why So Remarkable?

m Do You Effectively Reason
From the Scriptures?



“Life in Yourselves”

BAt John 6:53, 54, Jesus equates “ever-
lasting life” with having “life in your-
selves.” So, in this context, the expression
“life in yourselves” seems to have a differ-
ent significance from that used by Jesus
in John 5:26. Expressions of the same
grammatical construction as having “life
in yourselves” occur elsewhere in the
Greek Scriptures. For example: “Have salt
in yourselves” (Mark 9:50) and “receiving
in themselves the full recompense” (Ro-
mans 1:27).* In these examples, the
phrase does not signify power to bestow
salt or recompense on others. Rather, in-
ternal completeness or fullness is indicat-
ed. Thus, according to the context of John
6:53, having “life in yourselves” would
here mean entering at last into the very
fullness of life. The “little flock” of King-
dom heirs experience this at their res-
urrection into the heavens. The “other
sheep” experience it after the end of the
thousand years, when they are tested and
declared righteous for everlasting life in
the Paradise earth.—1 John 3:2; Revela-
tion 20:4, 5.

KU Others, too, can benefit from the
“bread from heaven.” Jesus said of the one
that ‘eats his flesh and drinks his blood’
but who dies: “I shall resurrect him at the
last day.” It is understood that anointed
Christians sleeping in death are raised at
the sounding of “the last trumpet,” which

*See also Matthew 3:9; 9:3; 13:21; Mark 5:30;
6:51; Luke 7:39, 49; 12:17; 18:4; John 5:42; 11:38;
Acts 10:17; 2 Corinthians 1.9.

13. (a) In comparing John 5:26 and John 6:53,
what is to be noted? (b) What common Greek
grammatical construction helps us to under-
stand John 6:53? (c¢) Hence, what does it mean
to have “life in yourselves,” and to whom do
these words apply?

14. Who else will benefit from the “bread from
heaven,” and how?

takes place during the “manifestation” of
Jesus Christ in Kingdom glory. (1 Corin-
thians 15:52; 2 Timothy 4:1, 8) But what
of the prospective “other sheep” who fall
asleep in death? Martha's words at the
time of Lazarus' death are of interest
here, for at that time God-fearing Jews
had no hope other than an earthly resur-
rection. Martha's faith was expressed in
the words: “lI know he [Lazarus] will rise
in the resurrection on the last day.” (John
11:24) We who are living now at Christ's
presence can therefore hope that faithful
ones of the “great crowd” that fall asleep
in death will have an early resurrection
here on earth, so that they may again
partake of the “bread from heaven,” with
everlasting life in view. What a grand
hope that is, a hope assured in that Jesus
himself was raised from the dead!—1 Co-
rinthians 15:3-8.

“In Union With Christ”

15Jesus continues: “He that feeds on
my flesh and drinks my blood remains in
union with me, and | in union with him.”
(John 6:56) This, then, is true of “anyone”
who thus exercises faith in Jesus’ sacri-
fice, with the prospect of having ‘life in
himself.” All who manifest such faith can
come to be “in union with” Jesus. Of
course, the “great crowd,” having earthly
hopes, are not “in union with Christ” in
the sense of being joint heirs with him,
members of his bride who receive a heav-
enly resurrection like his. (Romans 8:
1, 10; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 2 Corinthians
5:17; 11:2; Galatians 3:28, 29; Ephesians
1:1, 4, 11; Philippians 3:8-11) Yet all with
earthly hopes can be, actually must be,
in complete harmony with the Father
and the Son in knowing and doing the
“perfect will of God,” even as is true of the

15. Jesus’ words “in union with me” apply to
whom, and why do you so answer?
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“little flock.”—Romans 12:2;
John 17:21.

BConsequently, the sacrificial value of
the flesh and blood of Christ is available to
all today who exercise faith, and all who
avail themselves of it can, in vital ways,
be “in union with” Jesus. All are to be-
come part of the universal family of Jeho-
vah God. In these critical “last days,” they
enjoy a worldwide unity of belief, purpose,
and activity. Exercising faith in Jesus,
they are enabled to “do works greater” in
scope than those that Jesus performed
here on earth. And let it be noted that the
millions of the “great crowd” now form
99.7 percent of those doing Jehovah’s
work at this time. (John 14:12; Romans
10:18) This oneness of purpose and effort
is reflected in the grand global witness
and willing support of the Watch Tow-
er Society’'s building programs. (Psalm
110:3) How many of the world of mankind
will yet believe and come into this pre-
cious unity remains to be seen. A recent
report shows 3,024,131 active Witnesses.

71t is hoped that many interested per-
sons will swell the ranks of those attend-
ing the 1986 Memorial celebration. Mil-
lions of the “other sheep” will be present,
together with the dwindling thousands of
the “little flock”—all deeply appreciative
of Jehovah’s loving provision through
Christ, recognizing how vital the flesh and
blood of Christ are. However, all should
clearly discern where they stand. Partak-
ing of the Memorial emblems does not
bestow everlasting life. These are symbols
of Jesus’ sacrifice, which is first applied
in connection with the “new covenant.”
Those anointed ones taken into that cove-

compare

16. (a) In what vital ways are all who exercise
faith in Christ’s sacrifice “in union with” Jesus?
(b) In what is their oneness of purpose and effort
reflected?

17. What points should be appreciated by all
attending the Memorial?
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nant, and they alone, properly partake of
the emblems. One is either in that new
covenant or not. (1 Corinthians 11:20,
23-26) Those who are not in the new cov-
enant and who have not been taken by
Jesus into a covenant for a kingdom do
not partake of the Memorial emblems, but
they still should recognize how important
to them Jesus’ sacrificed flesh and blood
are. (Luke 22:14-20, 28-30) This sacrifice
is the means whereby they can gain ever-
lasting life on earth.

BMay we therefore approach this Me-
morial occasion with clear discernment of
all that Jesus’ sacrifice means for man-
kind. May those of the “little flock” trea-
sure their calling, and may the growing
crowd of the “other sheep” rejoice in the
prospect of having perfect earthly ‘life in
themselves,” while they value highly their
union, right now, with the Father, the
Son, and the diminishing number of the
anointed remnant yet on earth. How hap-
py we are that “the bread of life” is now
available for all!

18. What happiness results from clearly discern-
ing all that Jesus’ sacrifice means?

Questions in Review

O In 32 C.E,, Jesus spoke of what
two kinds of manna, as provided
for whom?

O Whom does Jesus invite to feed
on his flesh and drink his blood,’
and how do they do this?

O What is meant by having “life in
yourselves,” and how and when is
this attained?

O What happiness may all now
Is_ltlarr)e with regard to “the bread of
ife”?
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Ancient Battleqvlound
With Prophetic

~'yH us let all your enemies perish,

A 0 Jehovah.” So concluded a victory
song composed over 32 centuries ago. It
celebrated a military triumph near the
ancient city of Megiddo.

According to the Bible account, Judge
Barak of Israel was commanded by God to
station 10,000 armed men on Mount Ta-
bor. An impressive number? Perhaps.
But the 10,000 volunteers were woefully
underequipped. “A shield could not be
seen, nor a lance.” (Judges 5:8) Not so
with the opponent, however. Led by Gen-
eral Sisera, the Canaanite army was
equipped with the very latest in military
technology: “Nine hundred war chariots
with iron scythes.” (Judges 4:3) These
gave the Canaanites the edge in speed
and maneuverability and also an enor-
mous psychological advantage.

Victory, though, was not to be the
fruit of military prowess and equipment.
Sisera’s vastly superior troops were lured
into the then-dry torrent valley of Kishon.
Jehovah gave Barak the signal to descend.
Just picture 10,000 men streaming down
the mountain into the valley plain! But

DO

ganing

then, unexpectedly, Jehovah caused a
thunderstorm. Wind and rain now lashed
into the face of the enemy. The Kishon
River valley was turned into a raging tor-
rent, immobilizing Sisera’s war chariots
in a sea of mud. Thrown into confu-
sion, Sisera’s troops fled in terror, only
to be pursued and executed. “Not as
much as one remained.”—Judges, chap-
ters 4 and 5.

No wonder this stunning victory in-
spired the words: “Thus let all your ene-
mies perish, 0 Jehovah, and let yoiir lov-
ers be as when the sun goes forth in its
mightiness.” (Judges 5:31) Note, however,
that word “thus.” It suggested that the
battle was prophetic, pointing forward to
a greater war in which all enemies of God
would perish.

However, the hostile peoples surround-
ing Israel quickly forgot this disastrous
encounter. Only 47 years later a combina-
tion of nations under the lead of Midian
“gathered together as one and proceeded
to . . . camp in the low plain of Jezre-
el,” the valley extending from Megiddo.
(Judges 6:33) These encamped enemies
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were “as numerous as locusts.” This time,
however, the army of Israel was only a
small but courageous band of 300 men,
standing “all around the camp” under the
leadership of Gideon. At a signal, the 300
blew horns, loudly smashed water jars,
waved torches, and let out a terrifying
war cry: “Jehovah’s sword and Gideon’s!”
The Midianites panicked! “Jehovah pro-
ceeded to set the sword of each one
against the other,” and Gideon's tiny band
completed the rout!—Judges, chapter 7.
We today dare not make the mistake of
the Midianites nor shrug off the signif-
icance of Megiddo. Some 12 times the
Bible speaks of this ancient battle site.
Further, Bible prophecy indicates that
what took place at Megiddo has serious
implications for our day. Let us therefore
take a look at what both the Bible and
archaeology say about this historic place.

Crossroads of the Ancient World

Megiddo, along with the cities of Hazor
and Gezer, once dominated a major mili-
tary and trade route connecting Asia and
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Megiddo dominated
one of the major
military and trade
routes connecting
the continents of
Asia and Africa

Africa. Megiddo lay be-

tween the other two cities

and hence was the one most

strategically located. From

all directions natural gate-

ways, mountain passes, and
roads converged into her valley plain.
“Megiddo,” explains The Geography of the
Bible, “stood at a crossroads, in fact at
one of the great crossroads of the ancient
world.”

Megiddo dominated a large valley plain
extending some 20 miles (32 km) along
the northeastern side of the Carmel moun-
tain range. During the rainy winter, wa-
ter descending from the surrounding
mountains caused the nearby Kishon Riv-
er to swell. Thus the region is also called
“the torrent valley of Kishon.” (Judges
4:13) Says the book Geography of Israel:
“With the winter rains” the soil of the
valley “is liable to turn into deep mud. .. .
The [K]ishon's gradient is very small, and
the outlet. . . easily blocked; swamps thus
spread here.” Sisera and his armies found
out just how muddy this plain can get.
Nevertheless, in the dry summer, this
open plain was an ideal place for chariots
to train for war. (Compare Song of Solo-
mon 6:11, 12.) Military troops could also
assemble conveniently there.

No wonder, then, that King Solomon



Theglobal war of
Armageddon will be
decisive, just like
battles fought at
Megiddo. All God’s
earthly foes will perish

took steps to fortify Megid-

do: “Now this is the ac-

count of those conscripted

for forced labor that King

Solomon levied to build . . .

the wall of Jerusalem and

Hazor and Megiddo and Gezer.” (1 Kings
9:15) A 70-foot-high (21 m) mound, over-
looking a wide, open valley, now marks the
spot where Megiddo once stood. In ancient
times, new buildings were often construct-
ed on top of the ruins of old ones. Each level
of construction may therefore mark a par-
ticular time in history. The archaeologist,
starting from the top, digs his way down
through layer after layer of history. At
least 20 of such layers have been discovered
at Megiddo, indicating that the city was
rebuilt many times. And how has the Bible
helped these patient diggers?

Building city gates was doubtless a vital
part of Solomon'’s project of fortifying Me-
giddo, Hazor, and Gezer. Some time ago
such gates were discovered at Megiddo.
Soon thereafter identically styled gates
were found at Hazor. So, taking a clue
from the Bible, archaeologists also began
searching at Gezer. Not surprisingly, the
same style gates were found there too. The
significance for Bible students? A well-
known archaeologist, Professor Yohanan
Aharoni, states:

“In the excavations conducted at the three
places, gates identical in plan were discovered
in strata from the tenth century B.C.E. . . .
Gates like these, with three guardrooms and
four sets of piers on each side of the passage-
way, have been discovered thus far only in
two other places. . Therefore, there is
virtually complete agreement among scholars
that the gates of Hazor, Megiddo, and Gezer
with their triple chambers belong to the reign
of Solomon.”

Dr. Yigael Yadin similarly concludes:
“The discovery of Solomon'’s fortifications
at Hazor, Megiddo, and Gezer is an in-
structive example of how important and
practical a guide is the Bible to archaeol-
ogists.”

A Decisive Battleground

In view of Megiddo’s strategic location,
it quite understandably came to be linked
with the idea of a battleground early in
history. Actually, the ancient Hebrew
word for “Megiddo” is said to mean “ren-
dezvous, or, assembly of troops.” Wrote
Professor Aharoni:
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“Megiddo was a fortified city of major im-
portance despite the fact that it is not men-
tioned in historical sources until the fifteenth
century B.C. At that time it appears in the
inscriptions of Thutmose IlIl. The annals of
this pharaoh record that Megiddo led a con-
federation of rebel Canaanite cities. . . . The
Egyptian army and the Canaanite chariotry
fought the decisive battle of this rebellion ...
near Megiddo. This is the earliest military
engagement whose details have been pre-
served. After thoroughly routing the Canaan-
ite force in the field, Pharaoh captured a rich
booty, including 924 chariots!”

Dr. Zev Vilnay, author of The New Isra-
el Atlas, further describes the valley as
being “the scene of famous battles from
the dawn of history until World War 1.”

Megiddo— Site of the Final War?

The last book of the Bible, Revelation,
records a vision of “the kings of the entire
inhabited earth” being gathered together
“to the war of the great day of God the
Almighty” at “Har-Magedon” [“Mountain
of Megiddo”], or Armageddon. (Revelation
16:14, 16) Because of the similarity in
names, some have concluded that this war
will take place at the literal site of Megid-
do. However, the mound of Megiddo hard-
ly qualifies as a “mountain.” Consider too:
Is Megiddo’s valley big enough to accom-
modate all earth’s rulers together with
their large armies and vast array of mili-
tary equipment? “This is apocalyptic lan-
guage,” the International Standard Bible
Encyclopedia tells us, “and it is possible
that Armageddon is used not as a hame
for a particular locality but as a symbolic
term for the final decisive conflict.”

What, then, is “Har-Magedon”? It is
obviously figurative. Drawing on Megid-
do’s history as the site of decisive battles,
Revelation uses it to picture the approach-
ing situation when hatred for God's people
by “all the nations” will reach a climax.
(Matthew 24:9, 14) Because true Chris-
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tians continue loyally to support God's
Kingdom, earth’s rulers will unite and, in
effect, “assemble” to destroy them. Jeho-
vah's Witnesses will not retaliate, how-
ever. (lsaiah 2:1-4) God has appointed
their King, the Lord Jesus Christ, to fight
for them. At the crucial moment, this
heavenly King together with “the armies

in heaven” will intervene and attack
“the kings of the earth and their armies.”
This global battle will be decisive, just like
those fought at Megiddo. All earthly foes
will “perish,” even as the victory song of
Deborah and Barak prophesied!—Revela-
tion 19:11-21; Judges 5:31.

Will you be found among Jehovah's lov-
ers—or among his enemies? The Bible
makes clear that those who do not take
their stand with Jehovah God and his
people are in real danger of losing life.
(Zephaniah 2:3; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9)
Consequently, there is no time to delay!
“Look! I am coming as a thief,” warns the
glorified Jesus Christ with specific refer-
ence to the climax of the “great tribula-
tion” at Armageddon.—Revelation 16:15;
Matthew 24:21.

“The war of the great day of God the
Almighty” will have a glorious outcome. It
will open the way for God's Kingdom
to transform this earth into a paradise.
(Matthew 6:9, 10; Revelation 21:3-5) But
best of all, it will vindicate the great-
est name in the universe in a magnifi-
cent fulfillment of the ancient prophetic
prayer:

“Do to them as to Midian, as to Sisera, as
to Jabin at the torrent valley of Kishon. . . .
Pursue them with your tempest and may you
disturb them with your own storm wind. Fill
their faces with dishonor, that people may
search for your name, 0 Jehovah. 0 may they
be ashamed and be disturbed for all times,
and may they become abashed and perish;
that people may know that you, whose name
is Jehovah, you alone are the Most High over
all the earth.”—Psalm 83:9, 15-18.



Bible
Highlights

Nehemiah 1:1-13:31

True worship triumphs through
decisive action and unwavering
reliance on Jehovah. That is the
essence of the book of Nehemi-
ah. It is a vivid account of the
rebuilding of Jerusalem’s wall un-
der the courageous leadership of
Nehemiah.

The book covers a crucial pe-
riod, one during which the 70
weeks of years leading to the
appearance of Messiah were due
to begin. (Daniel 9:24-27) The
opening verse and the first-per-
son account clearly identify Ne-
hemiah as the writer. This book is
a sequel to Ezra, picking up
the thread of narrative about
12 years after the events record-
ed by Ezra.

As we read this account, we
see how marvelously Jehovah
maneuvers events so that his will
comes to pass. We also note how
he strengthens and comforts his
loyal servants.

Jerusalem’s Plight

Please read Nehemiah 1:1-2:
20. Nehemiah, cupbearer to Per-
sia’s king, learns that Jerusalem’s
walls are still in ruins and that the
people there are “in a very bad
plight.” Deeply anguished, Nehe-
miah pours out his heart to Jeho-
vah in fervent prayer. His sorrow
is noticed by the king, thereby
opening the way for Nehemiah to
travel to Jerusalem to see about
rebuilding the city wall.

¢ 1:1—What year was this?

This was the 20th year of
King Artaxerxes (Longimanus).
(2:1) Since Chislev (November-
December) is placed before Nisan
(March-April) in this narrative, ap-
parently Persian kings counted
each year of their reign from fall to
fall, or from the time they actually
ascended the throne. Reliable his-

True Worship Triumphs

torical evidence and fulfilled Bible
prophecies point to 455 B.CE. as
the year in which Nisan of the 20th
ear of Artaxerxes falls. Thus, Ne-
emiah’s account begins in the fall
of 456 B.CEE., and the decree to
rebuild the wall of Jerusalem was
issued in the spring of 455 B.CE

¢ 2:4—Was this a last-minute
prayer of desperation?

No, for Jerusalem’s devastated
condition had been the subject of
Nehemiah’s prayers “day and night”
for quite some time. (1:4, 6) When
afforded the opportunity to tell King
Artaxerxes about his desire to re-
build Jerusalem’s walls, Nehemiah
again prayed, thus doing what he
already had done repeatedly. Jeho-
vah's favorable answer resulted in
alatl:lommission to rebuild the city's

s.

Lesson for Us: Nehemiah
looked to Jehovah for direction.
When faced with weighty deci-
sions, we, too, should “persevere
in prayer” and act in harmony
with Jehovah’s guidance.— Ro-
mans 12:12.

Wall Built Despite Plot

Read 3:1-6:19. As wall build-
ing begins, the adversaries taunt
and jeer. Later, they threaten
to attack. Undaunted, Nehemi-
ah exhorts the workers: “Je-
hovah the great and the fear-
inspiring One keep in your mind.”
Half of them stand guard with
lances and bows, and the oth-
ers work with weapons ready.
In spite of the threat and other
plots, the Jews finish the wall in
52 days!

¢ 3:5—Who were these “majes-
tic ones”?

They were prominent Jews
among the inhabitants or former
residents of Tekoa, a town some
ten miles (16 km) south of Jerusa-
lem These “majestic ones” appar-
ently were too proud to humble

themselves and work under the
yoke of overseers appointed by
l2\l7eg¢13miah.—Compare Jeremiah

¢ 4:17— How did they work with
one hand?

The masons would have to use
both hands for their work. These
had their weapons at their hip.
(4:18) The burden-bearers could
easily hold a weapon in one hand
and balance loads of dirt or rubble
on their shoulders or heads.—Gen-
esis 24:15, 45.

¢ 5:7—Why was usury wrong?

This was in direct violation of Je-
hovah's law. (Leviticus 25:36; Deu-
teronomy 23:19) “The hundredth,” if
exacted monthly, would amount to
12 percent cs)er year. (5:11) The
people already were in dire straits
due to famine and heavy Persian
taxation. (5:3, 4) Yet the rich heart-
lessly imposed high interest upon
their poor brothers.

¢ 6:5—Why an “open letter”?

Confidential letters were often
placed in carefully sealed bags.
Thus Sanballat's sending an “open
letter” may have been intended as
an insult. Or, since the accusation in
an “open letter” could be read by
others, he may have hoped that
Nehemiah would become so upset
that he would leave Jerusalem to
come and clear himself of the
charges. Sanballat may also have
hoped that the letter would create
such alarm that the Jews would
stop their work.

Lesson for Us: We should not
view hard work as beneath our
dignity and hold back like the
“majestic ones” of the Tekoites.
Rather, we should expend our-
selves like the common Tekoites
who performed a double duty.
— Nehemiah 3:5, 27.

True Worship Revitalized

Read 7:1-10:39. All the work is
done for one purpose: to restore
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true worship. After a census is
taken, the people assemble to
hear Ezra and the Levites read
and expound the Law. After thus
‘gaining insight,” they joyously
observe the Festival of Booths.
The people fast and confess their
sins, and steps are taken to rec-
tify these errors.

¢ 7:6— Why does this list differ
from Ezra’s?

Both accounts agree that, apart
from slaves and singers, a total of
42,360 returned. (Ezra 2:64, 65;
Nehemiah 7:66, 67) But there are
differences in the number of re-
turnees in particular households.
Most likely, Ezra and Nehemiah
used different methods of compiling
their lists. For example, one may
have listed those who registered to
return, while the other named
those who actually returned. Some
priests, and possibly others, were
unable to establish their ancestry.
(7:64) This may explain why the
sum of the individual listings does
not add up to the stated total of
42,360.

¢ 8:8— How was ‘meaning put
into’ the Law?

Apparently, aside from using
good enunciation and oral empha-
sis, Ezra and his assistants
expounded the Law and applied the
principles of the Law so that the
people could better grasp it. Bible-
based publications and meetings of
Jehovah’s Witnesses also serve to
‘put meaning into’ God'’s Word.

¢ 9:1—Why did the Israelites
put on sackcloth and dirt?

Putting on sackcloth—a dark-
colored garment woven from goat's
hair—was a sign of sorrow. Similar-
ly, putting earth or ashes on the
head or body signified deep mourn-
ing or humiliation. (1 Samuel 4:12;
2 Samuel 13:19) The Jews did it to
express their sad and humble real-
ization of their sins. This was fol-
lowed by the making of a con-
fession ‘contract,” “a trustworthy
arrangement.” (9:38) Likewise, we
must humbly recognize and con-
fess our sins if we are to safeguard

our relationship with God.— 1 John
1:679.

¢ 10:34—Were offerings of
wood commanded in the Law?

No, but much wood was needed
for the fire on the altar. Apparent-
ly, not enough Nethinim—non-
Israelite temple slaves who were
“gatherers of wood”—were among
the returnees. (Joshua 9:23, 27) So
to ensure a constant wood supply,
lots were cast to determine which
tribal division should provide it at a
particular time.

Lesson for Us: “The joy of
Jehovah” resulted from gaining
insight into God’s Word, making
personal application, and re-
sponding to theocratic direction.
(8:10) Likewise, Jehovah's Wit-
nesses appreciate the impor-
tance of personal study, regular
meeting attendance, and field
ministry in maintaining joy.

Joyous Inauguration

Read 11:1-12:47. For Jerusa-
lem to continue as the center of
true worship, it needs a greater
population. Besides volunteers,
lots are cast for one in every ten
people living outside to move into
the city. Then the city wall is
inaugurated with a joyous pro-
cession. Great sacrifices are of-
fered, and the rejoicing of the
people can be heard far away.

¢ 11:2—Why were volunteers
“blessed”?

Leaving hereditary possessions
and moving to Jerusalem would
have resulted in some expense and
certain disadvantages. Those living
in that city may also have been
exposed to various dangers. Under
such circumstances, others viewed
the volunteers as praiseworthy and
doubtless prayed that Jehovah
would bless them.

¢ 12:27—When was the wall in-
augurated?

The wall was finished on the
25th day of the sixth month, Eul, in
455 B.CE, and notable gatherings
took place in the next month. (6:15;
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8:2; 9:1) The inauguration probably
followed immediately as the climax
of the joyous occasion.

Lesson for Us: The volunteer
spirit and expression of gratitude
to Jehovah in song and music
were heartwarming. Today, at
conventions and on other occa-
sions, Jehovah's Witnesses vol-
unteer their services to benefit
others and wholeheartedly sing
praises to God.

Uncleanness Purged

Read 13:1-31. Upon returning
from a trip to the Persian court,
Nehemiah is alarmed by what
has taken place during his ab-
sence. He takes immediate ac-
tion to correct the problems.

¢ 13:3—Who made up this
“mixed company”?

The “mixed company” apparently
included such foreigners as Mo-
abites, Ammonites, and the half-
Israelite sons of foreigners. (13:
1, 2) This is suggested by the fact
that earlier the Jews dismissed
both their foreign wives and their
sons. (Ezra 10:44) Again the Jews
had taken foreign wives, and this
necessitated exclusion of these
women and their offspring from the
community, the land itself, and thus
from privileges of worship with
%%hg\llah’s people—Nehemiah 13:

Lesson for Us: The backslid-
ing Jews are a warning example
to us. We need to be ever vigi-
lant in guarding against the en-
croachment of materialism, cor-
ruption, and apostasy.

Time and again, the book of
Nehemiah emphasizes the prin-
ciple that “unless Jehovah him-
self builds the house, it is to
no avail that its builders have
worked hard on it.” (Psalm 127:1)
The basic lesson for us is that in
all our undertakings, we will sue-
ceed only if we have Jehovah's
blessing. And that blessing de-
pends on our keeping true wor-
ship in the first place in our lives.



A New Song Along the
@R iver of the Birds”

HE Indians called it the River of the
Birds. To this day, along the edges of
this river one can still hear the beautiful
song of the lark, the cooing of the dove,
the five-note melody of the sparrowlike
Chincol, and the paraphrases of the
yellow-bellied Benteveo. In time, though,
the country lying to the east of the river
also came to be known by the name River
of the Birds, or as it is said in the Tupi
Indian dialect— URUGUAY.
However, “a new song” is now being
sung in the River of the Birds. Long ago,
Isaiah foretold this, saying: “Sing to Jeho-
vah a new song, his praise from the ex-
tremity of the earth, you men that are
going down to the sea and to that which
fills it, you islands and you inhabiting
them.” (Isaiah 42:10) How, though, did
this “new song” about the establishment
of God's Kingdom reach Uruguay?

Arrival of the “New Song”
The powerful Kingdom message began
to be heard faintly in Uruguay in 1923.

That year one of Jehovah's Witnesses
passed through the country and placed a
hundred booklets. In September of 1924
Juan Muniz arrived. He was an ex-
Catholic priest from Spain who had be-
come disillusioned with his religion and
quit it. However, after moving to the
United States, in 1916 his love of the
Bible was rekindled by the Kingdom mes-
sage he heard from the people now known
as Jehovah’'s Witnesses. Muniz returned
to Spain to share what he had learned.
But he met such severe opposition that, at
the suggestion of the Watchtower Soci-
ety’s president, he moved to South Amer-
ica. Juan Muniz was placed in charge of
the Kingdom-preaching work in Argen-
tina, Paraguay, and Uruguay.

Brother Muniz was a remarkably capa-
ble speaker. It is said that he could capti-
vate an audience for hours, using only the
Bible, without notes or outline. Upon see-
ing that the people in Uruguay responded
with considerable interest, Juan Muniz
asked the Society to send more help.
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In response, Carlos Ott left Germany in
1925, arriving some time later in Uru-
guay. There he concentrated his efforts for
the next eight years. Being conscious of
the need to reach as many people as pos-
sible, Brother Ott made good use of the
radio, one station even agreeing to trans-
mit recorded discourses free of charge.
From this small beginning, the work ex-
panded to all 19 departments (provinces)
of Uruguay.

Some seeds of truth fell among for-
eign immigrants. For example, in north-
ern Uruguay there were a number of Rus-
sian families who had abandoned their
native land during the furor of World
War I. One of them, Nikifor Tkachenco,
received the booklet Where Are the Dead?
and recognized the clear sound of truth.
He unhesitatingly strove to share his new-
found faith with other Russians. Quite a
few of them accepted the truth, becoming
the foundations for congregations in Salto
and Paysandii, two other large cities.

In 1939 six German pioneers were as-
signed to Uruguay. It took them six years,
however, to reach their assignment; Nazi
persecutors had made them victims of a
long manhunt throughout Europe. Yet,
when they finally arrived in Uruguay,
they immediately set to work. First they
tried to locate German families and wit-
ness to them. Then, while learning the
native language, they carried a Spanish
“testimony card” that briefly explained
their mission.

This little group diligently covered the
entire country on bicycles, exchanging lit-
erature for food and sleeping in small
tents along the road when no one took
them in. Their bicycles were loaded with
enough clothing for the season, a small
kerosene cookstove, kitchen utensils, and
a phonograph with recorded Bible lec-
tures. They defied cold, heat, wind, and
floods. But in this way seeds of truth were
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scattered throughout the land. Soon oth-
ers were adding their voices to the chorus
of those singing the “new song.”

Missionaries Spur On Growth

In March 1945, N. H. Knorr and
F. W. Franz, officers of the Watch Tower
Society, visited Uruguay for the first time.
Besides giving upbuilding counsel, they
gave Uruguay its first Gilead graduate,
Russell S. Cornelius. Though at the outset
he spoke only a few words of Spanish,
after only a month and a half, he was able
to give a public discourse. He continued to
progress and was a great help in direct-
ing the Kingdom work. Soon, more young
missionaries arrived, until 27 of them
—almost as many missionaries as there
were publishers—were crowded into a
rented branch-missionary home. Natural-
ly, the presence of foreign missionary
girls made quite an impact on the commu-
nity. One newspaper even quipped that
“blond angels” had invaded Montevideo!

Mabel Jones was such a one. While at-
tending an assembly in Salto in 1950, she
shared the Kingdom hope with Carola
Beltramelli and Catalina Pomponi, two
friendly neighbors. Both came to that as-
sembly and, a month later, traveled
300 miles (500 km) to attend another
in Montevideo. They made rapid spiritu-
al progress. Carola’s sons also responded
to the truth. One of the sons, Delfos,
entered full-time service and graduated
from Gilead in 1965. He now serves as the
coordinator of the Branch Committee. The
younger son, Luis, is a congregation elder.
Sister Pomponi entered the pioneer work
in 1953 and has helped over 80 people
dedicate their lives to Jehovah.

All in all, 82 Gilead graduates have
served in Uruguay. While some have
found it necessary to return home for one
reason or another, they have left a record
of fruitful activity. Even now you will hear



TheKingdom Hall of the
new branch home addition
in Uruguay

old-timers among the Uru-
guayan brothers say, “My
children were younger than
my grandchildren are now
when Mary Batko came to
teach me the Bible” or, “I was
still in grade school when
Jack and Jane Powers took me
preaching on Sundays.”

Growth and Expansion

The “new song” fell on
many responsive ears. In 1949
Gerardo Escribano, a young atheist, was
invited to a Bible meeting. He accepted on
the condition that if there were images or
if he had to recite religious prayers, he
would never return. He was impressed
with what he heard, eventually was bap-
tized, and now serves as a district over-
seer and member of the branch committee.

The film The New World Society in Ac-
tion, made in 1953, was taken to almost all
cities and towns. Brother Liber Berrueta
showed this film hundreds of times in
Kingdom Halls, private homes, public
parks, and improvised halls. He also had a
large share in establishing the Society’s
legal corporation in Uruguay, serving as
its first president until his death.

At the end of 1961, when there were
1,570 Witnesses in the land, the dedica-
tion of a new Bethel Home was an impor-
tant step. After its completion, the ar-
chitect, Justino Apolo, was moved to
symbolize his dedication to God by bap-
tism. He later became an elder and has
generously helped in building some 40
Kingdom Halls in Uruguay.

Similarly, after the construction proj-
ect, Avelino Filipponi, an expert builder,
took up the full-time service along with
his wife. He is now a circuit overseer. He,
too, has helped greatly with many King-
dom Halls. More recently, he shared in
supervising the construction of an addi-
tion to the Uruguayan Bethel.

A New Branch Addition

The addition is a two-story structure
with an ample basement. Having over
8,500 square feet (790 sg m) of floor
space, it is actually larger than the origi-
nal building. The annex houses a printery,
the shipping and magazine departments,
literature storage, a garage, and a beauti-
ful Kingdom Hall. Much of the building
material was donated by the brothers, and
all the work was done by some 500 volun-
teers. Witnesses who are expert in mason-
ry, metal work, carpentry, and many other
trades donated their time and skill in
designing, building, decorating, and fur-
nishing the entire structure.

On February 4, 1985, the dedication
of the annex began with Grant Miller, a
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member of the Branch Committee, giving
a brief history of Uruguay and the growth
of Kingdom work in the land of the River
of the Birds. This was followed by delight-
ful experiences and details about the new
building. Finally, the audience of 250 ap-
preciated the dedication discourse, “A
Happy People With a Purpose,” given by
Delfos Beltramelli. It was indeed a memo-
rable day!

Looking Ahead

But what does the future hold for the
work in Uruguay? Consider the rapid
growth we have enjoyed. In 1964 we had
2,000 Witnesses. By 1974 the number
doubled. During 1985 we reached a peak of
5,329. That there is further potential for
growth was clearly evident when 15,243
—one in about every 190 persons in the
country—came to the 1985 Memorial of
Christ’s death.

But even more thrilling is the quality
of Christianity our brothers in Uruguay
manifest. For example, for some years
these had to travel to Brazil for their
yearly conventions because the Uruguay-

an government denied them permission to
hold conventions. In 1982 the government
decreed that all citizens and residents
leaving the country must pay a tax. This
placed a severe financial burden upon
many brothers. However, brothers with
greater means helped poorer families. One
group even worked at doing home repairs
during their free time in order to contrib-
ute toward the expenses of others. Thus
some 3,500 Uruguayans were able to trav-
el to the convention in Brazil!

Then, by a surprise change of events,
the brothers received permission to hold a
convention in Montevideo the week before
the dedication of the branch annex. All
arrangements had to be made in just 20
days, including assigning the parts on the
program, organizing the departments,
and repairing and cleaning the unused
and dilapidated Hippodrome. But what a
joy it was for the 6,245 to meet!

We can therefore be confident that Je-
hovah will continue to bless the efforts of
our brothers as they unitedly work to sing
the glorious message of God’'s Kingdom
along the River of the Birds—Uruguay!

Questions From Readers

m In John 6:53, was Jesus referring only to anointed Christians when
he commented: “Most truly | say to you, Unless you eat the flesh of
the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves”?

But John 6:53 was uttered a year

later and has a different context.
Another influence on our previ-

ous view of John 6:53 was Jesus’

For many years we have ex-
plained these words as being lim-
ited to anointed Christians who
will be taken to heaven to rule with
Jesus Christ. However, a further
study of this matter recommends
a broader application of John
6:53.

Over the years we have viewed
this text in the light of other verses

that use similar expressions. For
example, the phrase have “life in
yourselves” is similar to Jesus’
words in John 5:26, which dealt
exclusively with Jehovah and Je-
sus. Yet, as explained on pages
11 and 12 of this magazine, the
context of John 5:26 provides the
basis for understanding the words
“have life in himself” in that verse.
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comment about ‘eating his flesh
and drinking his blood.” This had
similarities to what Christ said
when instituting the Lord's Eve-
ning Meal. When instituting that,
he spoke about his flesh and
blood, and he directed that em-
blems of these (unleavened bread
and wine) be partaken of by his
followers who would be taken into



the new covenant and into a cov-
enant for a kingdom. (Luke 22:
14-22,28-30) Again, however, the
context of John 6:53 needs to be
appreciated.

When Jesus said what is re-
corded in John 6:53, his institu-
tion of the Lord's Evening Meal
was yet a year away. None who
heard Jesus had any idea about
an annual celebration with liter-
a emblems standing for Christ's
flesh and blood. Rather, Jesus’
theme, or line of argument, in John
chapter 6 had to do with his
flesh being comparable to manna.
There was a difference, though.
His flesh (and, he added, his
blood) was greater than literal
manna in that his flesh was given

for the life of the world, making
everlasting life possible.—John 6:
48-51.

Consequently, added research
has recently highlighted that
there was a time difference of
a year between Jesus’ words in
John 5:26 and his comments in
John chapter 6; then it was an-
other year before he instituted
the Lord's Evening Meal. Greater
weight has also been given to the
immediate context of John 6:53.
Thus, the article on pages 15-20
offers a broadened application of
John 6:53, including both those
who are taken into the new cove-
nant for heavenly life and those
who have the prospect of endless
life on a paradise earth.

m Gospel accounts and reference works seem to differ as to when
Jesus ate at the house of Simon the leper in Bethany and was
anointed with perfumed oil. When was it?

It seems that these events oc-
curred on Nisan 9 (Jewish calen-
dar) of 33 C.E. But as noted below
in the reasons for this conclusion,
you will see why continued study
of God’s Word can bring improve-
ments in your knowledge and un-
derstanding.

The details of this feast are pre-
sented in three of the four Gos-
pels. (Matthew 26:6-13; Mark
14:3-9; John 12:2-8) Matthew
and Mark mention that feast after
telling about Jesus’ triumphal ride
into Jerusalem, his cursing of the
barren fig tree, and his reply to
the apostles’ question about the
conclusion of the system of
things. Both Matthew and Mark
follow the account of the feast
with Judas’ dealing with Jewish
leaders about betraying Jesus.
The positioning of the meal in
these two accounts would sug-
gest that it occurred on Nisan 12,
just two days before Jesus’ be-
trayal and execution on Nisan 14.
So the feast has been dated Ni-

san 12 on many charts showing
the events of Jesus' life, including
some in our past publications.

In John chapter 12 the meal at
Simon’s house is put in a different
setting. John 12:1 reports that
Jesus arrived in Bethany near Je-
rusalem “six days before the
passover,” which would be Ni-
san 8. Then verses 2-8 describe
an evening meal in Bethany, and
verses 9-11 tell us that Jews who
heard that Jesus was near came
out to see him. Verses 12-15 say
that “the next day” Christ tri-
umphantly entered Jerusalem.
(Compare Acts 20:7-11.) Hence,
John 12:1-15 indicates that the
meal at Simon’s house was on
Nisan 9 in the evening, which ac-
cording to the Jewish calendar
would mark the start of the new
day, followed in the daylight por-
tion of that day (Nisan 9) by Je-
sus’ entry into Jerusalem.

Of these two possibilities, the
second seems weightier. Why?
Well, let us compare the accounts

and their context. Neither Mat-
thew nor Mark give any date for
the feast in Simon’s house. They
do, though, show that at that
feast complaining arose over
Mary's use of costly oil, complain-
ing that John indicates was led by
greedy Judas. (Matthew 26:8, 9;
Mark 14:4,5; John 12:4-6)Aswe
noted, both Matthew and Mark
follow the episode of the feast
with Judas’ approaching the
priests to see how much he might
be paid to betray Christ. Thus it
could well be that Matthew and
Mark for thematic reasons men-
tion the feast where they did, link-
ing one evidence of Judas’ greed
with the ultimate expression of it.

John, though, does give a spe-
cific date for the feast, indicating
that he mentioned it in its chrono-
logical position. This supports the
conclusion that the evening meal
at Simon’s home followed Jesus’
arrival in Bethany on Nisan 8,
33 CE. Further, recall John’s in-
formation that Jews who ‘got to
know that Jesus was now in
Bethany’ came from Jerusalem to
see him and Lazarus, who also
lived in Bethany and whose sis-
ters were at the feast. This visit by
Jews who had just then “got to
know” of Jesus’ being in Bethany
would more likely have occurred
before his entry into Jerusalem,
and it possibly contributed to the
enthusiastic reception of Christ
during his ride into the city “the
next day,” the daytime of Nisan 9.

The added careful research
leading to this conclusion is re-
fleeted in recent printings of the
chart “Main Events of Jesus’
Earthly Life,” such as in the 1985
edition of The Kingdom Interlinear
Translation of the Greek Scrip-
tures. While this may be a seem-
ingly small, technical point, it illus-
trates how all of us can continue
to grow in knowledge and un-
derstanding of the fine details in
God’s Word.
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NOW YOU HAVE HELP!

Have you ever been asked questions about the Bible that you wished you could
answer? Now a new Bible handbook, entitled Reasoning From the Scriptures, is available.
A minister from England called it "of invaluable use,” explaining:

"The information on the main subjects such as Armageddon, Creation, Evolution,
Fate, Kingdom, Jehovah's Witnesses, Last Days, Suffering, and Wickedness are so useful
in explaining Bible truths to people.”
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