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THE PURPOSE OF “THE WATCHTOWER” is 
to exalt Jehovah God as the Sovereign of the 
universe. It keeps watch on world events as 
they fulfill Bible prophecy. It comforts all peo־ 
pies with the good news that God’s Kingdom 
will soon destroy those who oppress their 
fellowmen and that it will turn the earth into a 
paradise. It encourages faith in the now- 
reigning King, Jesus Christ, whose shed blood 
opens the way for mankind to gain eternal life. 
“The Watchtower,” published by Jehovah’s 
Witnesses continuously since 1879, is nonpo- 
litical. It adheres to the Bible as its authority.
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The Horsemen of the Apocalypse
■How Their Ride Affects You

century, notable events began to occur in 
fulfillment of the remarkable Bible 

prophecy found at Revelation 
(or, Apocalypse) 6:1-8. As re- 

vealed to the Christian 
apostle John, horsemen 
were to ride forth in the 
last days. And though 
millions do not know 
about it, the ride of 
those horsemen of the 
Apocalypse is affecting 
everyone on earth. You, 
too, are affected. But 

how? We shall see as we 
discuss each of the horse- 

men.

The Fiery-Colored Horse
One of the mounts seen by 

John was “a fiery-colored horse; and 
to the one seated upon it there was

MONDAY, April 1, 1985, was like no 
other day for many commut- 

ers in Toronto, Canada. Would- 
be bombers had threatened to 
blow up the city’s subway 
tracks. Why? To call at- 
tention to what they said 
was an attempt years 
ago to destroy the Ar- 
menian people in Tur- 
key, som ething the 
Turkish government 
has repeatedly denied.

Doubtless, most o f 
those commuters knew 
little or nothing about 
that matter of years ago.
Yet they suffered some hard- 
ship and anxiety. Often we are 
affected by things about which we 
know very little.

During the second decade of the 20th

THE HORSEMEN IDENTIFIED
The January 1 issue of The Watchtowershowed how the ride of the horsemen of the 

Apocalypse began to be fulfilled.
white horse: Jesus Christ rides this horse as the newly crowned King in heaven. He is 

pictured going forth as a righteous conqueror since his enthronement in 1914.
fiery-colored horse: The rider of this horse denotes warfare. Peace is taken from the 

earth, and the outbreak of world war is marked. *
black horse: The rider of this horse denotes food shortages and famine. While millions are 

starving, others are still able to buy luxury foods.
pale horse: Death rides the pale horse. Premature death is signified. It results from 

pestilence and other factors.
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children felt a level of despair that I don’t 
allow myself to feel.” Dr. Richard Logan of 
Quebec, Canada, adds: “Helplessness and 
powerlessness is the psychological defini- 
tion of depression. That’s what we’re see- 
ing in a great many young people.”

But what if you do not live in a war-torn 
country or do not feel you are emotionally 

affected by the problem? Still the rider 
of the fiery-colored horse af- 

fects your life. Every minute 
$1.3 million is spent for 

direct military purposes 
—some $660 thousand 
million a year world- 
wide. Who pays for 
all of this? You do. 
Wherever you live, 
you are affected by 
the rider of the fiery- 
colored horse.

The Black Horse
Another horse of the 

tableau is described by 
John in these words: 

“And I  saw, and, look! 
a black horse; and the one 

seated upon it had a pair o f  
scales in his hand. And I heard a voice 

as if in the midst of the four living crea- 
tures say: ‘A quart of wheat for a denar- 
ius, and three quarts of barley for a 
denarius; and do not harm the olive oil 
and the wine. ’ ”—Revelation 6:5, 6.

Are you hungry? Millions are. They are 
directly affected by the rider of the black 
horse, denoting famine. Every minute 30 
children die for lack of adequate food or 
medicine—more than 15 million a year! 
Hundreds of millions of other people live 
in deplorable conditions. According to for- 
mer World Bank President Robert McNa- 
mara, they are “so limited by illiteracy, 
malnutrition, disease, high infant mortal- 
ity and low life expectancy as to deny

granted to take peace away from the 
earth so that they should slaughter one 
another; and a great sword was given 
him. ”—Revelation 6:4.

This horseman’s “great sword” sym- 
bolizes warfare. Accordingly, since 1914 
some 69 million people died in the two 
world wars. What a slaughter! Truly, a 
huge crowd of widows and orphans 
attests that the rider of the fiery- 
colored horse, denoting inter- 
national warfare, has di- 
rectly affected their lives.

Moreover, continuing 
wars and war threats 
weigh heavily on the 
younger generation.
In lands where active 
conflict rages, teen- 
agers are doing much 
of the fighting. The 
effect of war on 
these young people is 
summed up in this 
question posed by the 
chairman of one human- 
rights agency: “How can 
they ever grow up as sane and 
balanced adults?”

Youths in various countries directly af- 
fected by war have learned to count time 
in hours and days instead of in months 
and years. They ask: “Later, who cares 
about later? Can you guarantee that a 
shell won’t come into my room tonight 
when I go to bed?”

What of the children living in peaceful 
lands? Do they feel the effects of the war 
horseman? Yes, the gloomy threat of nu- 
clear warfare has had profound psycholog- 
ical consequences for them. Regarding the 
despair expressed by her students, one 
teacher remarked: “Over and over as I 
heard these comments I was just washed 
with a feeling of disbelief. These young
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Death rides the pale horse, and “deadly 
plague” is just one of the various ways 
that life is being snuffed out during this 
horseman’s ride. Despite the modern ad- 
vances of medical science, the world still 
faces disease on all fronts. While we may 
not now face an epidemic having the scope 
of the so-called Spanish flu that followed 
World War I, still the toll taken by cancer, 

heart problems, and many other 
diseases is staggering. For in- 

stance, the World Health Or- 
ganization estimates that 

5.9 million new cases of 
cancer occur world- 
wide each year. Riv- 
er blindness, ma- 
laria, snail fever, 
cholera, and a host 
of other diseases 
add to the current 
plagues still suffered. 

However, you may 
reason, ‘I don’t have 

any of these diseases.’ 
That may be true, but you 

are affected by the ride of 
the pale horse. Hospital and 

medical costs are enormous. This 
leads individuals to secure some form 

of health insurance. Many countries pro- 
vide social medicine paid for through tax- 
es. And think of the tremendous cost in 
loss of working time, which eventually is 
transmitted to you in increased prices. 
Yes, the ride of the pale horse affects you.

What the White Horse Brings
After considering the harmful effects as 

the other horsemen ride forth, it is heart- 
ening to note what John said about the 
white horse and its rider, which lead out 
ahead of the others. The apostle said: ‘7  
saw, and, look! a white horse; and the 

one seated upon it had a bow; and a 
crown was given him, and he went forth

them the very potential of the genes with 
which they are born.”

In recent months, it has been common 
to see pictures of starving African men, 
women, and children. Graphically por- 
traying the scope of such suffering, UN 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
warned: “More human beings may die in 
sub-Saharan Africa than during the en- 
tire Second World War. Even 
those who survive may be im- 
paired for the rest of their 
lives, either physically or 
mentally.” These vie- 
tims are directly af- f§
fected by the ride of 
the black horse.

You may not be 
hungry, but surely 
you have been affect- 
ed by the sad pic- 
tures of the famine 
stricken. According to 
a New York Times edi- 
torial of May 20, 1985, 
more than a billion dol- 
lars had by then been con- 
tributed to supply aid to the 
famished. While you may not 
have contributed directly, some gov- 
ernments have made large contributions, 
using tax money. Yes, the ride of the black 
horse has both a direct and an indirect 
effect on the whole population.

The Pale Horse
The vision John saw continues with the 

description of another horse and its rider:
“I  saw, and, look! a pale horse; and the 

one seated upon it had the name Death. 
And Hades was closely following him. 
And authority was given them over the 
fourth part o f the earth, to kill with a 
long sword and with food shortage and 
with deadly plague and by the wild 
beasts o f the earth. ”—Revelation 6:8.
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As a result of this separating work done 
during Jesus’ ride on the white horse, 
all mankind is identified as being either 
“sheep” or “goats.” Notice the outcome. 
The “goats” “will depart into everlasting 
cutting-off, but the righteous ones [the 
“sheep”] into everlasting life.” (Matthew 
25:46) Thus, how you respond to the 
preaching of the Kingdom message will 

mean either life or death for you.
Even if you have not pre- 
viously considered how the 

horsemen of the Apoca- 
lypse affect you, we urge 

you to respond to the 
good news that their 
ride soon will end. 
Thereafter, the earth 
will enjoy many 
blessings under the 
rule of Jesus, the rid- 
er of the white horse. 
The Bible prophetical- 

ly described some of 
them this way: “In his 

days the righteous one 
will sprout, and [with the 

rider of the fiery-colored 
horse gone] the abundance of 

peace until the moon is no more. 
[Since the rider of the black horse will be 
absent,] there will come to be plenty of 
grain on the earth; on the top of the 
mountains there will be an overflow.” 
—Psalm 72:7, 16.

When Jesus Christ was on the earth, he 
demonstrated God-given power over such 
things as loathsome disease and even 
death. He will display such power on a far 
grander scale during his reign as King 
and will rid the earth of all plagues, fam- 
ines, and wars. Thus, the rider of the 
white horse will bring an end to the de- 
structive ride of the other horsemen of the 
Apocalypse.

conquering and to complete his con- 
quest. ”—Revelation

Jesus Christ rides the white horse. 
(Revelation 19:11) His heavenly reign be- 
gan in 1914 with exciting events. War in 
heaven resulted in the Devil and his an- 
gels being thrown down to the earth. 
Thereafter, a voice from heaven declared: 
“Woe for the earth and for the sea, be- 
cause the Devil has come down to 
you, having great anger, know- 
ing he has a short period of 
time.” This marked the be- 
ginning of the ride of the 
horsemen.—Revelation 12:7- 12.

But how does the 
ride of Jesus Christ 
affect you? In connec- 
tion with his reign,
Jesus foretold: “This 
good news of the 
kingdom will be 
preached in all the in- 
habited earth for a wit- 
ness to all the nations; 
and then the end will 
come.” (Matthew 24:14) To- 
day, in more than 200 lands 
and islands of the sea, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses are proclaiming Christ’s estab- 
lished Kingdom. Have they called at your 
home? Then you have been affected by the 
ride of this horseman.

In further foretelling how people would 
be affected by his reign, Jesus prophesied: 
“When the Son of man arrives in his 
glory, and all the angels with him, then he 
will sit down on his glorious throne. And 
all the nations will be gathered before 
him, and he will separate people one from 
another, just as a shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats. And he will put the 
sheep on his right hand, but the goats on 
his left.”—Matthew 25:31-33.
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“Bible Hig
to  Provid 
G re a te r

toration of true worship in Jerusalem, 
the construction of Jehovah’s temple 
there, and the preservation of God’s 
people in the face of enemy assault. 
Indeed, by reading these books as sug- 
gested in “Bible Highlights,” Jehovah’s 
Witnesses and their associates will be 
able to derive greater benefit from cov- 
erage of the same Scriptural material in 
the weekly Theocratic Ministry School. 
Additionally, brothers assigned to pre- 
sent “Highlights From Bible Reading” on 
the school program can use the feature 
“Bible Highlights” to very good advan- 
tage in answering Scriptural questions 
and pointing out lessons for us.— Ro- 
mans 15:4.

WHEN the Jews returned from exile in 
Babylon during the sixth century B.C.E., 
responsible men among them “gathered 
themselves together to Ezra the copyist, 
even to gain insight into the words of the 
law.” What resulted from their increased 
understanding? Why, the people held 
an extraordinary Festival of Booths with 
“very great rejoicing” !— Nehemiah 8: 
13-18.

As that example so well illustrates, the 
gaining of insight into the Scriptures can 
have a very good effect upon God’s peo- 
pie. Accordingly, in the issues of Jan- 
uary 15, February 15, and March 15, 
1986, The Watchtower will contain a
feature entitled “Bible Highlights.” These 
articles will enable our readers to gain 
deeper insight into the Bible books of 
Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther.

These studies will help us to relive the 
thrilling events associated with the res­

Persian Kings Mentioned in Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther
Reign (B.C.E.) Secular Name Bible Name Scripture Reference

c. 550-529 Cyrus the Great Cyrus Ezra 1:1; 4:5
529-522 Cambyses II Ahasuerus Ezra 4:6
522 (8 months) Gaumata (Smerdis) Artaxerxes Ezra 4:7-23
521-486 Darius I Darius Ezra 4:5, 24; 6:1-15
486-474 Xerxes I Ahasuerus Book of Esther
474-423 Artaxerxes I 

(Longimanus)
Artaxerxes Ezra 6:14; 7:1-26; 

Nehemiah 2:1-18
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Jehovah Fulfills 
His Promises!

or leave their homes to serve 
where the need is greater. Yet 
they do all they can to advance 
the interests of clean worship 
by making voluntary contribu- 
tions and giving encouragement 
to those who can engage in in- 
creased activity.

Restoration Opposed
Read 3:7-4:24. With great re- 

joicing, the returned Jews lay 
the foundation of Jehovah’s 
house. But for years adver- 
saries attempt to dishearten the 
temple builders. Finally, con- 
vincing the king that a “rebel- 
lious and bad city” is being re- 
built, these foes have the work 
stopped by royal command. The 
ban continues “until the second 
year of the reign of Darius the 
king of Persia.”
♦ 3:12— Why did these men 
weep?

These very old men could recall 
how gorgeous the divinely designed 
temple of Solomon had looked. 
What lay before their eyes now—a 
mere groundwork—was as nothing 
in comparison. Likely they were dis- 
heartened, doubting that their ef- 
forts would bring back the former 
glory.—Haggai 2:2, 3.
♦ 4:1-3— Why was the offer of 
help rejected?

These non-Jews, brought in by 
the king of Assyria to repopulate the 
land, were not true worshipers of 
God. (2 Kings 17:33, 41) Accepting 
their help would have meant com- 
promising true worship, and Je- 
hovah had specifically warned his 
people against any such interfaith 
movements. (Exodus 20:5; 34:12) 
Moreover, the account calls these 
non-Jews “adversaries.”

Lesson for Us: When con- 
fronted with hostility in serving 
God, we should imitate the re-

537 B.C.E., they celebrate the 
Festival of Booths. The fore- 
told 70 years of desolation end 
exactly on time!—Jeremiah 25: 
11; 29:10.
♦ 1:3-6—Were the Israelites re- 
maining in Babylon unfaithful?

Not necessarily, although materi- 
alism and lack of appreciation may 
have been factors in some cases. 
Cyrus’ decree did not require that all 
return but made it a voluntary mat- 
ter. Such circumstances as old age, 
infirmities, or family obligations may 
have prevented some from making 
the journey. But they were to give 
support to those who could return.
♦ 1:8—Who was Sheshbazzar?

Most likely, this was an official 
Chaldean court name given to 
Zerubbabel. (Compare Daniel 1:7.) 
What is attributed to Sheshbazzar 
is elsewhere credited to Zerubba- 
bel. (Ezra 5:16; Zechariah 4:9) Both 
are given the title “governor.” (Ezra 
5:14; Haggai 2:21) And at Ezra 2:2 
and 3:1, 2, Zerubbabel is acknowl- 
edged as leading the returning ex- 
iles; so, fittingly, the name Shesh- 
bazzar is not mentioned.
♦ 2:61-63— What were the Urim 
and the Thummim?

They are thought to have been 
sacred lots used when a question 
needed an answer from Jehovah. 
According to Jewish tradition, they 
disappeared when the temple was 
destroyed in 607 B.C.E. This is sup- 
ported by the fact that claimants to 
priestly descent were barred from 
the priesthood and the eating of 
most holy things “until a priest stood 
up with Urim and Thummim.” But 
there is no record of their use then 
or thereafter.

Lesson for Us: A situation 
similar to that of the Jewish ex- 
iles exists with Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses today. Not all are able to 
engage in the full-time ministry

Bible
Highlights
Ezra 1:1-10:44

Liberation! Restoration! How 
heartwarming this news must 
have been to Jewish exiles in 
Babylon! True to God’s promise, 
and after 70 years of bondage, 
the Jews were being restored to 
their homeland. (Jeremiah 25: 
12; Isaiah 44:28-45:7) More- 
over, the items taken from Je- 
hovah’s temple were being re- 
turned to their rightful place. 
What joy!

The Bible book of Ezra begins 
with these thrilling events. Writ- 
ten in Jerusalem by the copyist 
Ezra about 460 B.C.E., it covers 
some 70 years, from the Jews’ 
release to the completion of the 
second temple and the cleans- 
ing of the priesthood (537- 
c. 467 B.C.E.). Highlighted is 
the way that Jehovah fulfills his 
promises. The book also con- 
tains valuable lessons for Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses today.

Exiles Liberated
Please read Ezra 1:1-3:6. His 

spirit roused by Jehovah, Per- 
sian king Cyrus issues a procla- 
mation: The temple at Jerusa- 
lem will be rebuilt, and Jehovah’s 
worship is to be restored there! 
All Israelites may have a share. 
Those who can do so are free to 
return to their homeland for re- 
building work. Others are urged 
to contribute freely toward the 
project. The utensils of the orig- 
inal temple, taken to Babylon by 
Nebuchadnezzar, are to be re- 
turned. Under the leadership 
of Zerubbabel, almost 50,000 
make the journey of nearly 
1,000 miles (1,600 km) back to 
Jerusalem. They rebuild the sa- 
cred altar and offer up sacrifices 
to Jehovah. Next, in the fall of
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Nation Cleansed
Read 9:1-10:44. Ezra soon 

learns that many “have not 
separated themselves from the 
peoples of the lands as re- 
gards their detestable things.” 
The Jews, including priests and 
Levites, have intermarried with 
the pagan Canaanites. Ezra is 
stunned. He prayerfully lays the 
matter before Jehovah, con- 
tritely confessing the nation’s 
errors. Under his leadership, the 
people repent and resolve to 
dismiss their foreign wives. The 
uncleanness is cleared out with- 
in about three months.
♦ 9:2— Why was such intermar- 
riage a sin?

It posed a threat to the restora- 
tion of true worship. (Deuteronomy 
7:3,4) These were unbelieving, idol- 
worshiping women. Intermarriage 
with them could eventually have re- 
suited in assimilation into the sur- 
rounding pagan nations, and pure 
worship might have vanished from 
the earth.
♦ 10:3, 44— Why were the chil- 
dren dismissed as well?

Young children usually need their 
mothers. Moreover, through the in- 
fluence of the children, the dis- 
missed wives may have returned in 
time. Pure worship of Jehovah had 
to take precedence.

Lesson for Us: Like faithful 
Jews of Ezra’s time, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses cling to God’s stan- 
dards for marriage. They realize 
that they should marry “only in 
the Lord.”— 1 Corinthians 7:39.

Jehovah kept his promise to 
have pure worship restored in 
ancient Jerusalem. Similarly, he 
will fulfill his promise to have his 
clean worship practiced earth 
wide. (Habakkuk 2:14) Will you 
be among his worshipers when 
the great Prom ise-Keeper 
brings peace and happiness to 
this earth?— Psalm 37:10, 11; 
Revelation 21:3, 4.

insight needed when we face 
opposers.— Psalm 32:8.

Ezra Returns
Read 7:1-8:36. Time passes. 

In 468 B.C.E., King Artaxerxes 
grants Ezra “all his request,” en- 
abling him to render aid in Jeru- 
salem. The king’s order encour- 
ages all willing Jews to return 
also, and he grants silver and 
gold to provide for all necessi- 
ties at Jehovah’s house. Ezra is 
empowered to appoint magis- 
trates and judges, who will en- 
force the law of both Jehovah 
and the king. With trust in God’s 
backing, Ezra strengthens him- 
self and sets out on the perilous 
journey. He does not request 
an armed escort, lest this be 
viewed as a lack of faith in Je- 
hovah’s protective ability. With 
God’s backing, the Jews arrive 
safely.
♦ 7:1, 7, 11 — Who was this Ar- 
taxerxes?

This was the Persian king Arta- 
xerxes I (Longimanus). In his 20th 
year, he granted Nehemiah permis- 
sion to return to Jerusalem and re- 
build its walls and gates. (Nehemiah 
2:1-8) Ancient historians credit this 
Artaxerxes with a generally benign 
and generous disposition. Because 
of his large donation, he was includ- 
ed at Ezra 6:14 as one whose or- 
ders contributed to the finishing of 
the temple, although its construe- 
tion was completed some 47 years 
earlier. He differs from the Artaxerx- 
es who halted the rebuilding work. 
(Ezra 4:7-23) That one was Gau- 
mata, who ruled but eight months in 
522 B.C.E. “Artaxerxes” apparently 
was a throne name or title.

Lesson for Us: Ezra set a fine 
example for Jehovah’s servants 
today. A skilled copyist who dil- 
igently studied God’s Word, he 
gave all credit to the Most High 
and had more concern for Jeho- 
vah’s glory than for his person- 
al safety.— Ezra 7:27, 28; 8: 
21-23.

settling Jews who immediately 
gathered for worship as “one 
man.” Trusting in Jehovah 
and putting his worship first 
strengthened them to get the 
assigned work accomplished. 
— Ezra 3:1-12.

Temple Completed
Read 5:1-6:22. Stirred up by 

the prophets Haggai and Zech- 
ariah, the building work contin- 
ues with renewed zeal. Unable 
to stop it, the adversaries again 
complain. King Darius investi- 
gates and finds Cyrus’ original 
decree. Not only are the oppos- 
ers ordered to ‘cease and desist’ 
but they are also commanded to 
assist materially! With contin- 
ued encouragement from Jeho- 
vah’s prophets, the temple is 
completed in 515 B.C.E. and is 
inaugurated. With joy it is dedi- 
cated to God, whose promises 
are fulfilled!
♦ 5:5— Why did the opposers 
not stop the building work?

Jehovah’s watchcare was upon 
his faithful servants. (2 Chronicles 
16:9) Strengthened by God’s spirit, 
the elders refused to be intimidated. 
They referred to the long-forgotten 
decree of Cyrus. Since Persian law 
was unalterable, the adversaries 
feared opposing a royal decree. 
(Daniel 6:8, 15) Jehovah’s direction 
was evident, and the work contin- 
ued.
♦ 6:21— Who separated “from 
the uncleanness of the na- 
tions”?

They may have been proselytes 
who returned with the Jews, Sa- 
maritans then inhabiting the land, 
or even Jewish returnees who had 
been corrupted by pagan influ- 
ences. (Compare Ezra 9:1.) The 
progress of Jehovah’s pure worship 
in Jerusalem apparently moved 
them to make needed changes in 
their lives.

Lesson for Us: Christian el- 
ders today should also seek Je- 
hovah’s guidance. He gives the
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orous exertion in his service! These ac- 
tions must be motivated by genuine ap- 
preciation. God’s Son, Jesus Christ, once 
had a man inquire of him: “Lord, are those 
who are being saved few?” Jesus’ answer 
embraced not only the questioner but also 
all others interested in salvation, includ- 
ing us. He replied: “Exert yourselves vig- 
orously to get in through the narrow door, 
because many, I tell you, will seek to get 
in but will not be able.”—Luke 13:23, 24.

3 The unnamed man’s question was un- 
usual. He asked: “Are those who are being 
saved few?” not, “Will I  be among the few 
saved?” or, “How can I be saved?” Perhaps 
the Jewish philosophy that only a limited

3. (a) Why was the man’s question unusual? 
(b) How does Jesus involve us in his answer?

66Exert
\burselves

Vigorously”
“Exert yourselves vigorously to 
get in through the narrow door, 
because many, I tell you, will 
seek to get in but will not be 

able.”—l u k e  13:24.

ASK six-year-old Robbie why he likes to 
go to the Kingdom Hall, and he will 

answer: “I learn about Jehovah and Para- 
dise where I can live for a long, long 
time with good animals.” His three-year- 
old cousin, Dustin, senses enough about 
his parents’ routine to know exactly when 
to blurt out: “Want to go to Kingdom 
Hall!” What Robbie expresses, and what 
Dustin is learning to express, would ap- 
peal to most people—life, everlasting life. 
People want to be “saved.” But how? Sim- 
ply by attending religious services?

2 Salvation cannot be earned by atten- 
dance at meetings or in any other way. It 
is free, a gift from God. Yet, Jehovah God 
does require efforts on our part if we are 
to receive his gift of everlasting life. (Ro- 
mans 6:23) What are they? For one, vig-

1. What do most people desire?
2. (a) Why can salvation not be earned? 
(b) How do Jesus’ words at Luke 13:24 show 
what is required for salvation?
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verb here involved can be a technical term 
for competing in the Grecian games, it 
underlines Jesus’ admonition to take 
whole-souled action. Halfhearted effort 
just will not do.—Luke 10:27; compare 
1 Corinthians 9:26, 27.

6 When and for how long must we 
“struggle to get in through the narrow 
door”? (Luke 13:24, T New English Bi- 
ble) Look closely at Jesus’ words in Luke 
13:24 and notice how he contrasts the 
present, “exert yourselves vigorously,” 
with the future, “will seek.” Thus, right 
now is the time to be struggling. Appar- 
ently, those barred from entering seek to 
get in at a time convenient only to them. 
But by then it is too late; the door of 
opportunity is shut and bolted. Jesus goes 
on to say at Luke 13:25 that once the 
householder has locked the door, people 
will start knocking and pleading: “ ‘Sir, 
open to us.’ But in answer he will say to 
you, Ί  do not know where you are from.’ ” 
What a sad outcome awaits those who do 
not make the worship of Jehovah their 
chief purpose in life now!—Matthew 6:33.

7 Our struggling is an ongoing thing. 
None of us have entered completely 
through “the narrow door.” Paul realized 
this. His race for life was a strenuous 
day-by-day effort. He wrote: “Not that I 
have already obtained all this, or have 
already been made perfect, but I press on 
to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus 
took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consid- 
er myself yet to have taken hold of it. But 
one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind 
and straining toward what is ahead, 1 
press on toward the goal to win the prize 
for which God has called me heavenward 
in Christ Jesus.” (Italics ours.)—Philippi- 
ans 3:12-14, New International Version.

6. Why must we exert ourselves vigorously now?
7. How does Philippians 3:12-14 denote constant 
exertion, and why is it necessary?

number of people would merit salvation 
prompted his speculative query.* What- 
ever the source of his curiosity, Jesus 
quickly took the question from the arena 
of abstract theory to that of practical ap- 
plication—personal application. He forced 
the inquirer to think of what he needed to 
do for salvation. But more than that, since 
Jesus’ words, “exert yourselves vigorous- 
ly,” are in the plural form, they should 
also stir us to think deeply about our 
manner of worship.

4 Everlasting life, therefore, is not as 
easy to attain as some people may imag- 
ine. Jesus stresses hard work, constant 
effort, as the way to “get in through the 
narrow door.” This unflagging exertion is 
powered by a durable faith, one built on 
obedience to Christ’s teachings. So to gain 
salvation, we must do more than ‘hear his 
words’ ; we must persist in ‘doing them.’ 
—Luke 6:46-49; James 1:22-25.

You Must “ Struggle” Now
5What does the phrase “exert your- 

selves vigorously” mean? In the original 
Greek, the expression is de-
rived from a word (agon') meaning “place 
of contest.” “Be struggling,” is how The 
Kingdom Interlinear Translation puts it. 
Interestingly, from this same Greek verb 
we get the English word “agonize.” So 
visualize an ancient stadium and picture 
the athlete now agonizing, or exerting 
himself vigorously with all his power, to 
win the prize. Thus, although the Greek

* The number of those saved was a much debated 
theological problem among the rabbis. One Bible 
reference work notes: “Among the strange cabbalis- 
tic fancies of the Rabbis, one was an attempt to fix 
the number of the saved by the numerical value of 
the letters of this or that text.”

4. What must we do to gain everlasting life?
5. (a) What is implied by Jesus’ words, “Exert 
yourselves vigorously”? (b) How do those words 
add more meaning to your view of sacred ser- 
vice?
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the immorality, and the uncleanness of 
the world. (1 John 2:1517־; Ephesians 
5:3-5) These must be stripped off and re- 
placed by Christlike qualities.—Colossians 
3:9, 10, 12.

10 The “few” know the value of zeal in 
the ministry, accompanied by displaying 
the fruitage of the spirit, including self- 
control. (Galatians 5:23) With the help of 
Jehovah’s holy spirit, they struggle to get 
the upper hand over their body and di- 
rect it toward the goal of everlasting life. 
—1 Corinthians 9:24-27.

What Do Jesus’ Words Mean to You?
11 Whether we are newly baptized or 

have been active with Jehovah’s organiza- 
tion for decades, there can be no slacking 
off in our effort to please him. As Jesus’ 
words plainly indicate, we must be whole- 
souled in our devotion to Jehovah, willing 
to enter through the narrow door at any 
cost. Although Jesus was not simply dis- 
cussing improvements and increases in 
our service to God, for some of us, vigor- 
ous exertion is needed to improve our 
conduct or to get rid of bad habits so that 
we ‘in no way give any cause for stum- 
bling.’ (2 Corinthians 6:1-4) Others of us 
need to give constant attention to a thor- 
ough program of personal study so that 
our ‘love may abound with accurate 
knowledge and full discernment.’ (Philip- 
pians 1:9-11) Still others need to put forth 
a greater effort to attend and participate 
regularly in congregation meetings, in- 
eluding the Congregation Book Study. 
(Hebrews 10:23-25) But all of us can look 
at our own personal field ministry to see 
if we are truly exerting ourselves vigor-

10. What relationship does self-control have to 
our gaining everlasting life?
11. (a) In what areas of life may some need to 
exert themselves vigorously, and why? (b) In 
what activity can all exert themselves vigor- 
ously?

8 Who are the “many,” and why are they 
not able to get in? The “many” are identi- 
tied with Christendom, especially its cler- 
gy class. They make a pretense of inti- 
mately knowing Jesus, being part of his 
family, by claiming that they ‘ate and 
drank with him.’ But because they want 
salvation on their own terms, not God’s, 
Jesus flatly denies knowing them and 
views them as “workers of unrighteous- 
ness.” (Luke 13:26, 27) Individuals locked 
out from entering into everlasting life 
could even include those who have slacked 
off in their sacred service to Jehovah and 
now have a take-it-easy approach to true 
worship. Their zeal for Kingdom inter- 
ests has become lukewarm. (Revelation 3: 
15, 16) True, they may still ‘have a form 
of godly devotion’—token field service and 
meeting attendance—but lack evidence of 
the kind of faith that is the real driv- 
ing force behind pure worship. (Com- 
pare 2 Timothy 3:5.) They fail to realize 
that just seeking to get through “the nar- 
row door” is not enough. One must strug- 
gle to get through.

Why Through a “Narrow Door”
9 The narrow door to salvation stands 

open to all. But the “many” do not like to 
struggle to enter. What are some factors 
about going through the narrow door that 
require vigorous exertion? A person must 
first gain accurate knowledge of Bible 
truth, and get to know Jehovah God and 
Christ Jesus. (John 17:3) This means cast- 
ing aside the traditions and practices 
of worldly religions, including those of 
Christendom. It requires doing God’s will, 
as Jesus did it while here on earth. (1 Pe- 
ter 2:21) As a dedicated, baptized Chris- 
tian, one must also avoid the materialism,

8. (a) What bars the “many” from everlasting 
life? (b) What warning does this sound for us?
9. Why does entering through the narrow door 
require vigorous exertion?
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teen age, began pioneering six years ago. 
Why? “I wanted to do more,” he explains. 
“ If I could be a regular pioneer and was 
not, I would not be living up to my dedi־ 
cation.״ His wife also began regular pio- 
neering. Why? “I had been auxiliary pio- 
neering on a regular basis for four years 
and finally realized that it had become 
easy ” she says. “I wanted to have a fuller 
share in this never-to-be-repeated work 
and to set the proper example for our 
sons.” Both husband and wife learned the 
truth after university training. “Our par- 
ents required us to go to college for four 
years,” states the father. So, what goals 
have they set for their sons? “I let my boys 
know we would like them to pioneer and 
spend at least four years at Bethel.”

15 The following are reasons why others 
have decided to become regular pioneers:

“I wasn’t getting anywhere spiritually, 
which bothered me.” (Robert H.)

“I was never content as a regular pub- 
lisher.” (Rhea H.)

“Pioneering gives my life direction and 
purpose.” (Hans K.)

“I wanted to serve Jehovah completely, 
and pioneering was my way of doing just 
that.” (Charanjit K.)

“I would regret it if I did not use my 
energies, strength, and youth to share in 
this great work.” (Gregory T.)

“Jehovah only blesses effort. I needed 
to give him something to bless.” (Grace- 
ann T.)

“Pioneering helps me to express how I 
feel about Jehovah.” (Marco P.)

“Working secularly full time did not 
bring me the happiness that I observed 
among the pioneers.” (Nancy P.)

What reasons could you add to this list?

15. (a) For what reasons have some exerted 
themselves to serve as regular pioneers? (b) For 
what reason would you desire to be in the full- 
time service?

ously in doing “the work of an evangeliz- 
er.”—2 Timothy 4:5.

12 For an increasing number, progress 
in exerting themselves vigorously to 
please Jehovah has qualified them for aux- 
iliary pioneer, regular pioneer, or Bethel 
service. But what about you? If you are a 
Kingdom publisher, can you engage in 
auxiliary pioneer service several times a 
year or even become a regular pioneer? If 
you already are an auxiliary pioneer, are 
you reaching out for regular pioneer ser- 
vice? If not, why not consider doing so? In 
this way you could be blessed in cultivat- 
ing an even closer relationship with Jeho- 
vah God and Jesus Christ.—Psalm 25:14.

Can You Exert Yourself 
so as to Pioneer?

13 If you could be a regular pioneer but 
are not, can you “struggle” to make ad- 
justments in your life so as to pioneer? 
Two things are essential. First, you must 
have the desire. Second, you must have the 
right circumstances. If you lack the desire, 
pray for it. Talk to pioneers. Increase your 
present activity as a congregation publish- 
er. Participate in auxiliary pioneer service 
whenever possible. If your circumstances 
do not allow for such service now, see if an 
adjustment can be made. A working wife 
may not have to work. One past retire- 
ment age may not have to keep working. 
A high standard of living, expensive vaca- 
tions, the latest cars, and the like, are not 
essential to life.—Luke 12:15; 1 John 2:
15-17.

14 One father of three sons, two of pre-

12. To test the degree of our spiritual exertion, 
what questions might we ask?
13. (a) If you want to be a pioneer, what two 
things are vital? (b) In order to pioneer, in what 
areas of life may adjustments need to be made?
14. (a) Why was a certain married couple not 
content to remain as congregation publishers? 
(b) What goal have they set before their chil- 
dren?

THE WATCHTOWER—JANUARY 15, 1986 13



do to promote the full-time service in the 
congregation. What is it? Exert yourself 
vigorously in displaying the pioneer spirit. 
For example, if you cannot presently be a 
pioneer because of family obligations, can 
you free others in your family—your wife, 
children, brother, or sister—to pioneer? 
Those who may be in poor health or are 
otherwise handicapped can take a real in- 
terest in those who are able to pioneer, 
getting into the field service with them as 
circumstances permit. (Compare 1 Corin- 
thians 12:19-26.) In this way all in the 
congregation can exert themselves in 
stressing full-time service. The results 
can be very encouraging to all!

19 What does exerting yourself vigorous- 
ly mean to you? Does it mean progressing 
toward baptism? Overcoming some bad 
habit? Strengthening your relationship 
with Jehovah in some way? Could it mean 
auxiliary pioneering? Regular pioneering? 
Bethel service? Whatever it requires of 
you in order to make spiritual progress, it 
is worth the vigorous effort There- 
fore, let all of us keep up the struggle to 
get through the narrow door leading to 
everlasting life!

19. What should be our determination?

Points to Consider
□ What did Jesus mean when he 
counseled, “Exert yourselves 
vigorously”?
□ When and how do Jesus’ words 
apply to you?
□ Why are the “many” not able to 
get through the narrow door?
□ How may those with limiting 
circumstances exert themselves?
□ For how long must we struggle 
to get through the narrow door?

Are You Doing All You Can?
16 A number of Jehovah’s Witnesses 

have honestly and prayerfully examined 
their personal situation and have found 
that they are doing all they can under 
their present circumstances. Maybe you 
are one of them. If so, take heart. Jehovah 
and his Son care about you and truly 
appreciate your whole-souled service. 
(Compare Luke 21:1-4.) For example, be- 
cause of unfavorable political or economic 
conditions, in some countries our brothers 
have to work nine hours a day, five or six 
days a week, just to obtain the necessities 
of life. In a country where the work of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses is under strict gov- 
ernmental ban, those who pioneer—and 
these countries have an increasing num- 
her of pioneers—are usually the retired 
ones, youths who have night jobs, and 
mothers (with children) who have been 
exempted from secular work by the State.

17 Yet you may say, Ί wish I had more 
physical strength. If only I were young 
again!’ But do not be discouraged. Our 
exertion is not rigidly measured by the 
amount of work we do in God’s sacred 
service. Remember Epaphroditus? When 
he was sick, the amount of vigorous activ- 
ity possible for him in “the Lord’s work” 
would not have compared with what he did 
when he was well. Yet Paul commended 
him for his exertion. In fact, as Paul indi- 
cated, we should ‘keep holding men and 
women of that sort dear.’—Philippians 2: 
25-30.

18 However, there is something you can

16. Are pioneers the only ones who exert them- 
selves vigorously? Explain.
17. How does the case of Epaphroditus show 
that Jehovah does not measure our degree of 
exertion solely by the amount of work we do in 
his service?
18. (a) How can those with limiting circum- 
stances promote full-time service in the congre- 
gation? (b) What can you do to encourage the 
pioneer spirit in your congregation?
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Regaining Power, 
Not Tiring Out

He is giving to the tired 
one power; and to the 
one without dynamic 
energy he makes full 

might abound.”
— ISAIAH 40:29.

<(

2,000 did not finish. Those who did had 
overcome very difficult conditions.

2 Christians, too, are in a race. The 
prize? Everlasting life. And similar to 
the marathon runner, they must struggle 
right to the finish. Endurance is needed. 
Power must be maintained and fatigue 
avoided. Our race for life is not like a short 
sprint but, rather, like a long-distance 
run. Paul said to his fellow Christians in 
Corinth: “Do you not know that the run- 
ners in a race all run, but only one receives 
the prize? Run in such a way that you may 
attain it.” (1 Corinthians 9:24) The way

ON AN October morning in 1984, a 
human sea of some 16,000 contes- 

tants surged into the streets for the begin- 
ning of the New York City Marathon. The 
finish line was some 26.2 miles (42.2 km) 
away. That unseasonably warm autumn 
day carried with it stifling heat and high 
humidity that sapped the runners’ energy 
and tested their endurance. The race be- 
came an exhausting struggle for even the 
best of the athletes. Many runners tired 
out and dropped from the race; nearly

1, 2. How would you illustrate what Christians 
have in common with marathon runners?
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6 Toward the other end of the size scale, 
consider the sun. This gigantic nuclear 
furnace, weighing billions of tons, heats 
our solar system. It is fueled by the energy 
derived from tiny atoms. Although all life 
on earth—plants, animals, and humans 
—depends on the energy given off by that 
gigantic celestial power plant, only a min- 
ute amount of the sun’s energy actually 
reaches earth. Yet, that is sufficient to 
support life. In his book Astronomy, astron- 
omer Fred Hoyle writes: “The very tiny 
fraction of the Sun’s energy that falls on 
the Earth—estimated at about five parts in 
a hundred million million—is about 100,- 
000 times greater than all the energy used 
in the world’s industries.”

7 Nevertheless, the sun is only one of the 
billions of stars comprising our Milky Way 
galaxy—and it is a medium-sized star at 
that. Additionally, astronomers estimate 
that there are about 100,000,000,000 galax- 
ies in the known universe. This is stagger- 
ing to contemplate, is it not? No wonder 
that the man Job, after reflecting on how 
Jehovah ‘stretched out the heavens by him- 
self,’ said that God was “doing great things 
unsearchable, and wonderful things with- 
out number.”—Job 9:8-10.

Jehovah Can Invigorate You
8 True worshipers of Jehovah may freely 

and fully draw upon this Fountain of dy- 
namic energy that created and sustains the 
universe. Jehovah’s servants can be ‘made 
mighty with power through his holy spirit,’ 
with no fear of a power shortage. (Ephe- 
sians 3:16; Psalm 84:4, 5) Really, our win- 
ning the race for life depends upon implicit 
trust that God’s mighty hand can sweep us 
past the finish line. He can invigorate us.

7. How should we feel about Jehovah after con- 
templating the power manifest in his creation?
8. (a) Who only can draw fully upon Jehovah’s 
power, and why? (b) How is the promise at Isaiah 
?faith strengthening ־40:2931

Christians run is with vigorous exertion. 
—Luke 13:24.

3 But you may wonder: ‘Who can keep up 
that pace to finish the race?’ None of us can 
in our own strength. To gain the prize, we 
must tap the very Source of dynamic ener- 
gy, Jehovah God.—Job 36:22; Psalm 
108:13.

Jehovah— The Source 
of Dynamic Energy

4 Jehovah unquestionably can sustain his 
servants. By the mouth of his prophet Isa- 
iah, the Almighty spoke of the limitlessness 
of His abilities and the incomparableness of 
His powerful works. “Raise your eyes high 
up and see,” He said. “Who has created 
these things? It is the One who is bringing 
forth the army of them even by number, all 
of whom he calls even by name. Due to the 
abundance of dynamic energy, he also be- 
ing vigorous in power, not one of them is 
missing. . . . Have you not come to know or 
have you not heard? Jehovah, the Creator 
of the extremities of the earth, is a God to 
time indefinite. He does not tire out or grow 
weary. There is no searching out of his 
understanding.”—Isaiah 40:26-28.

5 From the finite to the infinite, the dis- 
play of Jehovah’s creative power is awe- 
some! For example, consider the building 
blocks from which all matter, including us, 
is constructed—atoms. They are so tiny 
that a drop of water contains 100 billion 
billion atoms (American system of numer- 
ation). Amazingly, though, contained with- 
in the nucleus of atoms is enough energy to 
unleash, in one case, an explosion powerful 
enough to blast a crater in the ground 32 
stories deep and a quarter of a mile wide.

3. How only can Christians keep a vigorous pace 
until they finish the race?
4. According to the prophet Isaiah, why can we 
have confidence in Jehovah’s ability to sustain 
his servants?
5. 6. Give examples of the evidence of Jehovah’s 
dynamic energy.

16 THE WATCHTOWER-JANUARY 15, 1986



10On the other hand, some Christians 
may be so fatigued from the day-to-day 
battle against the pressures from a world 
that flaunts its disregard for Christian 
principles that they feel like slowing down 
or even stopping in the race for life. Sick- 
ness, financial reverses, family problems, 
loneliness, or other difficulties can also 
cause discouragement. And discourage- 
ment can quickly sap a Christian’s 
strength, as easily as a sultry day can 
rapidly drain energy from a marathon run- 
ner. The great Adversary, Satan the Devil, 
uses such things to try to break your integ- 
rity as a servant of Jehovah. (1 Peter 5:8) 
Do not let the Devil do it! Look to the 
Creator of those myriads of heavenly galax- 
ies to replenish your spiritual energy sup- 
ply. Jehovah can support you.—Psalm 37: 
17; 54:4.

11 When faced with obstacles, David al-

10. (a) What things can tire out Christian run- 
ners? (b) What does Satan want to do to you?
11. What can we learn from the way David faced 
obstacles?

As the prophet Isaiah says of Jehovah: “He 
is giving to the tired one power; and to the 
one without dynamic energy he makes full 
might abound. Boys will both tire out and 
grow weary, and young men themselves 
will without fail stumble, but those who are 
hoping in Jehovah will regain power. They 
will mount up with wings like eagles. They 
will run and not grow weary; they will 
walk and not tire out.” (Isaiah 40:29-31) 
Why, just reading those words can fire our 
spirit!

9When faced with seemingly massive 
problems that threaten to block your zeal 
for true worship, you may feel small and 
insignificant. Do not despair. Turn to your 
omnipotent heavenly Father. He strength- 
ens 'all those hoping in him/  Cannot the 
Creator of the atom infuse his people with 
dynamic energy powerful enough to move 
those ‘mountains’? He surely can!—Mark 
11:23.
9. How can Jehovah help you with your ‘moun- 
tainous’ problems?
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After more than 50 years in the race for 
eternal life, he is still going strong. What 
advice does he give us?

“I would say emphatically, stick to the orga- 
nization. Remember that Jesus Christ, as Jeho- 
vah’s Appointed One, is running the organiza- 
tion. So don’t be discouraged if someone very 
close to you becomes unfaithful. If there is 
something you don’t fully understand or that 
you find hard to accept, trust that after a while 
it will be cleared up. Jehovah’s organization 
has brought us this far. Trust it to guide us 
into the New System.”—John 6:6668־.

15 There may be some of these precious 
ones in your congregation, or you can meet 
them at circuit assemblies. Talk to them. 
Learn from them. In addition, examples of 
other faithful ones are found in the Year- 
book, The Watchtower, and other Watch 
Tower publications. Read these accounts. 
See how you can draw strength from those 
experiences.

Elders— Be 4Strengthening Aids’
16 Congregation elders especially should 

be alert to assist members who show signs 
of faltering. Isaiah 35:3 offers fine counsel 
in saying: “Strengthen the weak hands, you 
people, and make the knees that are wob- 
bling firm.” But how can you elders do your 
part in that? For one thing, be observant. 
Discover the real cause for an apparent 
slowdown. Offer practical, Scriptural sug- 
gestions that are tailor-made for that per- 
son. But be careful. You want to encourage, 
not discourage, your brother.* Therefore,

* Interestingly, the word for encouragement at 
Philippians 2:1 and Hebrews 6:18 comes from a 
Greek verb meaning “to exercise a gentle influence 
by words” or “to speak to someone, in a positive, 
benevolent way.”

15. If fine examples are to refresh our spirit, 
what must we do?
16. (a) How can elders assist fellow Christians 
to regain power? (b) What caution do elders need 
to exercise when giving encouragement and 
counsel?

ways found Jehovah to be a source of new 
vigor. Revitalized by holy spirit, David was 
thus able to 'climb over’ any opposition. He 
said: “By you I can run against a marauder 
band; and by my God I can climb a wall.” 
David also declared: “By God we shall gain 
vital energy, and he himself will tread down 
our adversaries.” (Psalm 18:29; 60:12) Je- 
hovah can do the same for you.

Fight Spiritual Fatigue
12We must be quick to notice signs of 

spiritual tiredness and then be just as quick 
to cope with them. Why? Because it is only 
those few who 'exert themselves vigorously 
to get in through the narrow door,’ or those 
runners who pass over the finish line, who 
gain the prize of eternal life. (Luke 13:24; 
Philippians 3:12, 13) Examine the accom- 
panying box entitled “Some Ways to Fight 
Spiritual Fatigue.” Do you recognize some 
of the symptoms in yourself or in a family 
member? If so, take immediate steps to 
make adjustments. Revitalize your spiritu- 
ality by drawing strength from the listed 
provisions of Jehovah.

13 You can resist the tendency to tire out 
by imitating the examples of victorious 
servants of God of Bible record. There were 
many, men and women, young and old, who 
endured to the end. Read of them in scrip- 
tures such as Hebrews 11:4-40. Likewise, in 
modern times we have many dear brothers 
and sisters who continue to serve Jehovah 
tirelessly.

14 George, who lives in the southern part 
of the United States, is an example of a 
Christian runner who has not tired out.

12. (a) Why must spiritual tiredness be quickly 
relieved? (b) What are the symptoms of spiritual 
fatigue? (c) What provisions has Jehovah made 
to revive those who are spiritually tired?
13, 14. (a) What examples can help renew our 
spiritual power? (b) How can the advice from one 
longtime servant of Jehovah help us stay in the 
race?

18 THE WATCHTOWER־־־JANUARY 15, 1986



Some Ways to Fight Spiritual Fatigue
Symptoms of Fatigue Aids to Endurance
□ Lack of self-control in eating, drinking, 
and pursuit of pleasure

□ Prayer for help by holy spirit— Luke 
11:13; Galatians 5:22, 23; 1 Peter 4:7

□ Loss of enthusiasm for the truth, 
complacent spirit

□ Personal study— Psalm 1:1,2

□ Harboring serious and lingering doubts □ Meditation on Scriptural 
matters— Psalm 77:12

□ Neglecting association at 
congregation meetings

□ Regular attendance at meetings and 
assemblies— Nehemiah 8:1-3, 8, 10; 
Hebrews 10:23-25

□ Lack of zeal and joy in field ministry □ Regular participation in field 
service— Acts 20:18-21

□ Becoming overly critical of elders and 
the organization

□ Spiritual help from congregation 
elders, traveling overseers— Romans 1: 
11,12; Hebrews 13:17

critical way: “When are you going to pio- 
neer again?״ Her terse reply surprised him: 
 ”.When my husband can pay the rent״
What the elder failed to realize, but later 
learned, was that her pioneering was fi- 
nanced mainly by the earnings of her hus- 
band. But when his employer took on more 
and more work that was questionable for a 
Christian, her husband’s conscience moved 
him to seek other employment. At his age, 
jobs were not easily found. So he had to 
settle for a much lower-paying job; hence, 
it was necessary for his wife to work full 
time.

18 From the foregoing experience, are we 
to understand that elders should hesitate 
to counsel fellow Christians? No. Rather, 
when counsel or encouragement is needed, 
elders should discern their brothers’ actual 
circumstances and not just look at the sur- 
face appearances. (James 2:15, 16) In this 
way, elders can be a ״ strengthening aid” in 
their congregation.—Colossians 4:11.

18. In what way can elders be a “strengthening 
aid”?

do not impose your conscience on someone 
else, or pressure the individual into follow- 
ing your solution, or brand him as an im- 
mature Christian if he is reluctant to adopt 
your personal view. Elders must base their 
counsel and encouragement on the Bible. 
They would not want to slow down their 
fellow runners by piling on them unneces- 
sary congregational rules.—Contrast Mat- 
thew 11:28, 29 with Matthew 23:2-4.

17 Elders can set fine examples as follow- 
ers of Christ by being quick to commend 
members of the congregation. Make them 
feel sincerely wanted and needed! Satan’s 
system is always more than ready to make 
the Christian feel inadequate. At this point 
in their race for life, our brothers need, not 
critics, but friends to cheer them on to 
victory. For example, when a middle-aged 
sister had to stop pioneering, her heart 
burned with a desire to get back into full- 
time service. But she could not because 
of financial circumstances. Although he 
meant well, an elder asked her in a rather

17. How can elders counter Satan’s tactics that 
are designed to slow down fellow Christians?
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in the last year, she spent 15 days in the 
hospital and is currently taking medication 
for her heart. The death of several family 
members, including her husband and her 
father, has been an emotional drain on her. 
Still she keeps exerting herself. How has 
she regained power? “Being able to share 
more fully in the preaching work has actu- 
ally been a help,” she says, “because when 
I’m able to talk to others about Jehovah, it 
takes my mind away from my problems and 
gives me peace of mind and a joy that 
makes life worth living.” She does not plan 
to quit pioneering either but says: “Seeing 
others learn about Jehovah and his grand 
purposes gives me such great joy that I 
wouldn’t even think about stopping pioneer 
service.”—Acts 20:35.

22 Whether we are able to exert ourselves 
as pioneers at this point in life or not, all of 
us can remain close to the Source of dynam- 
ic energy, Jehovah, and his organization. 
Let us continue to regain power by loyally 
serving our God. Then, like Habakkuk, we 
can say: “Jehovah the Sovereign Lord is my 
vital energy; and he will make my feet like 
those of the hinds.” (Habakkuk 3:19) Thus 
we will not tire out or grow weary. Remem- 
ber that the race is almost finished. We are 
near the goal!

22. To win the race for everlasting life, what 
must we continue to do?

Review Questions
□ Who only can freely draw upon 
Jehovah’s dynamic energy?
□ What are some signs of spiritual 
fatigue?
□ What provisions of Jehovah can 
help us to regain power?
□ How can elders and others in 
the congregation help pioneers 
stay in the “race”?

19A growing number of Kingdom pub- 
lishers have picked up their pace and are 
now regular pioneers. The roar of the crowd 
can encourage marathon runners to regain 
power. So what are you doing to cheer on to 
victory the pioneers in your congregation? 
Doug and Joanne have made the full-time 
service their career in life. It can be dis- 
couraging when others ask them, “When 
are you going to have children?” or, “When 
will you finally settle down?” However, 
what happens when fellow Witnesses give 
them moral support by saying, “Keep up 
the fine work. We are glad to have you as 
pioneers in our congregation”? Why, they 
not only avoid spiritual fatigue but are 
helped to soar like eagles in their pioneer 
service!—Compare Isaiah 40:31.

How Pioneers Can Regain Power
20 Listen to this married couple, Freder- 

ick and Marian. They know how to regain 
power. Both are missionaries serving in a 
Central American country, and both are in 
their 70’s. He started his missionary ser- 
vice in 1946, she in 1950. What keeps them 
going in Jehovah’s service? Frederick an- 
swers: “In addition to love for Jehovah and 
the desire to help other people, it is keeping 
the goal of everlasting life in mind.” His 
wife replies that ‘God’s promises have kept 
us going.’ How do they keep from tiring 
out? “Whatever your assignment is,” he 
advises, “busy yourself in it.” She recom- 
mends “constancy in theocratic work” and 
adds: “As you get older, you cannot do all 
you want to do. That could irritate me, but 
I talk to Jehovah about it in prayer.” Fred- 
erick concludes with this fine piece of ad- 
vice: “We pray every night and ask Jehovah 
to help us.”—1 Peter 4:7.

21 Lavonia is 67 years old and has been a 
regular pioneer for the last 20 years. With-

19. What can you do to help pioneers not to tire 
out?
20, 21. How have some in full-time service re- 
gained power?
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Do You
“Follow the Course of Hospitality ”?

where such qualities exist! In a closely knit 
family, members enjoy one another’s com- 
pany and are happy to spend time togeth- 
er. Similarly, when members of the Chris- 
tian congregation associate regularly in 
meetings, the field ministry, and on other 
occasions, they really get to know one an- 
other. They become true friends, perhaps 
even closer than family members. (Prov- 
erbs 18:24) This bond of friendship be- 
tween fellow witnesses of Jehovah serves 
as a strong hedge against the unwhole־ 
some influences of the world.

The Role of Christian Women
Even though all Christians are admon- 

ished to “follow the course of hospitality,” 
Christian women play a significant role in 
the matter. In fact, is it not usually the 
women, particularly the wives, who do 
most of the actual work in connection with 
showing hospitality? When the husband 
invites certain ones in the congregation 
home for some Christian fellowship, is it 
not the wife who usually cleans the house, 
prepares the food and drink, and does the 
cleanup work afterward? Even though the 
husband and children may be able, and 
should be willing, to lend a helping hand, 
it is inevitably the wife who bears the 
burden of seeing to it that everything is 
cared for properly.

Commendably, many Christian wives 
willingly exert themselves in order to show 
true hospitality to their spiritual brothers 
and sisters. Take, for example, Dip Yee, a 
full-time pioneer minister in Hong Kong 
whose husband is an elder in the local 
congregation. Even though it does mean a

IT WAS a warm day. A group of Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses, young and old, were 

working hard, cleaning, painting, and do- 
ing various chores in the process of reno- 
vating a Kingdom Hall. By mid-afternoon, 
they were getting rather tired, and some 
were sitting down for a little rest.

Just then, in walked three of their Wit- 
ness sisters, carrying sandwiches, cookies, 
cakes, coffee, tea, and other drinks. What 
a pleasant surprise for those tired souls! 
The spontaneous expression of hospitality 
and love on the part of the three sisters 
not only refreshed the workers physical- 
ly but also contributed much toward the 
warm and loving spirit among the entire 
association of brothers and sisters there 
that afternoon.

A Mark of True Christianity
Hospitality and love, of course, are not 

limited to such special occasions. Regard- 
ing his genuine followers, the Founder of 
true Christianity, Jesus Christ, pointed 
out: “By this all will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love among your- 
selves.” Likewise, the apostle Paul admon- 
ished his fellow Christians: “Follow the 
course of hospitality.” (John 13:35; Ro- 
mans 12:13) In other words, the course of 
hospitality motivated by unselfish love for 
others is a way of life for true Christians.

Such qualities, however, do not come 
automatically when one becomes a Chris- 
tian. Rather, one must work hard to culti- 
vate them. This is especially so in today’s 
world, where the love of most people has 
grown cold, just as the Bible foretold. 
(Matthew 24:12) But what a contrast
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in her 40’s with an opposing husband. She 
lives in a very small one-room unit in one 
of the mammoth public housing estates in 
Hong Kong. She is by no means well off. 
In fact, she has to do part-time work to 
supplement the family income. Yet, she is 
generous with what she has. When the 
Witnesses in the congregation come to her 
neighborhood to do house-to-house preach- 
ing work, she often invites them into her 
home for a little refreshment. Such a lov- 
ing gesture not only is appreciated by her 
fellow Christians but also serves to show 
that one does not have to be well-to-do to 
show true hospitality.

As much as we may try to be moderate 
in our entertaining, however, we may still 
find it necessary to give up certain things 
in order to be able to show hospitality. Is 
it worth it? Certainly, if we are motivated 
by true Christian love. For what love is 
there without sacrifice? Both Jehovah and 
Jesus showed their love for mankind by 
making great sacrifices—Jehovah offering 
his Son, and Jesus his own perfect human 
life.—John 3:16; 15:13.

The early Christians also followed a lov- 
ing course. Regarding the brothers in Mac- 
edonia, the apostle Paul wrote: “During a 
great test under affliction their abundance 
of joy and their deep poverty made the 
riches of their generosity abound. For ac- 
cording to their actual ability, yes, I testi- 
fy, beyond their actual ability this was, 
while they of their own accord kept beg- 
ging us with much entreaty for the privi- 
lege of kindly giving.” (2 Corinthians 8: 
2-4) Their “deep poverty” and their going 
“beyond their actual ability” made their 
generosity that much more genuine and 
touching.

Whether one is poor or relatively well 
off, however, and in spite of modern con- 
veniences, it still takes time, energy, and 
resources to show hospitality. Basically, 
then, the question is: Are we willing to

lot of work for her when they invite the 
brothers and sisters, sometimes even a 
whole book study group, to their home, she 
happily shows hospitality. “We keep the 
meal simple,” she says. “It is good to see 
the brothers enjoy the association so much 
and to be built up by it.” Indeed, through 
their hospitality Christian women play a 
very large role in building up a warm spirit 
in the congregation.

In view of all that is involved in showing 
hospitality, surely it calls for industrious- 
ness and self-sacrifice on the part of Chris- 
tian women. But they can rest assured 
that their labors of love are greatly appre- 
ciated by their husbands and other grate- 
ful recipients. Of course, occasionally some 
may not show proper appreciation for what 
is done for them, but that is really no 
cause for becoming discouraged or resent- 
ful, or to stop being hospitable. Remember, 
while it is gratifying to receive expressions 
of thanks from others and to realize that 
our efforts are appreciated, we want to 
show hospitality primarily because it is the 
right and loving thing to do. Above all, it 
pleases Jehovah God that we do so.

Having the Balanced View
In these days of rising prices, some may 

hesitate to show hospitality because they 
feel that they cannot afford to do so. This 
is where it is important for us to have a 
balanced view of the matter. While having 
something special in the way of food and 
drink may add to the pleasantness of the 
occasion, it is not the most important fac- 
tor. God’s Word very wisely points this 
out: “Better is a dish of vegetables where 
there is love than a manger-fed bull and 
hatred along with it.” (Proverbs 15:17) 
What we have or serve is not the impor- 
tant thing. What is important and appre- 
ciated is the mutually upbuilding associa- 
tion and the spirit of love that we show.

Consider the case of Fung Hing, a sister
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those who are new in the truth, those who 
are timid or tend to be withdrawn, and 
those who are elderly. The upbuilding ef- 
feet such association can have is seen from 
the remarks of Oi Yuk, an elderly sister 
who is very zealous but suffers from poor 
health: “The brothers often invite me to 
their get-togethers and show me kindness 
in many ways. It makes me so happy to be 
part of the big family!”

Obviously, the purpose of such gather- 
ings goes beyond mere socializing. Rath- 
er, it is to build up one another and to 
strengthen the bond of love among fellow 
worshipers of Jehovah. Therefore, the em- 
phasis should be on maintaining an up- 
building and encouraging atmosphere 
rather than on the richness of food and 
drink. Likewise, some thought should be 
given to the activities and conversations 
on such occasions. While not all activities 
need to center on the Bible or all conver- 
sations be on Scriptural topics, it would be 
wise and loving to keep them always 
upbuilding and encouraging. Competitive 
games, idle gossip, or disparaging remarks 
certainly should be avoided.—Ephesians 4: 
29, 31.

Rich Rewards Await the Hospitable
Though one should not show hospitality 

with the idea of getting something in re- 
turn, this does not mean that the hospita- 
ble person gets no reward at all. On the 
contrary, showing true hospitality brings 
many rewards, though unsought. It helps 
one make new friends, and it strengthens 
old bonds. It inspires others also to culti- 
vate the spirit of generosity and hospital- 
ity. (Luke 6:38; Proverbs 11:25) Above all, 
the most hospitable Person in the uni- 
verse, our loving Creator Jehovah God, 
will see to it that the truly hospitable ones 
never suffer any real want, because he 
appreciates those who “follow the course of 
hospitality” as he does.

exert ourselves so that others may enjoy 
the blessings of Christian association? Re- 
member, “the generous soul will itself be 
made fat,” says the Bible proverb, “and the 
one freely watering others will himself also 
be freely watered.” We can also take com- 
fort in the thought that when we show 
hospitality in obedience to Jehovah’s ex- 
pressed command and in imitation of his 
grand example, we are in effect “lending to 
Jehovah.”—Proverbs 11:25; 19:17.

Whom to Invite?
“When you spread a dinner or evening 

meal,” Jesus once said, “do not call your 
friends or your brothers or your relatives 
or rich neighbors.” Why not? “Perhaps 
sometime they might also invite you in 
return and it would become a repayment 
to you.” (Luke 14:12) The point Jesus 
made here is not so much that we should 
not invite our friends and relatives for a 
meal. He did enjoy a meal with his friends 
at times, such as in the home of Mary and 
Martha. The thought is that our display of 
hospitality should not be motivated by the 
idea of getting something in return.

As Jesus went on to show, the ones we 
should consider first in extending invita- 
tions are those who will benefit most from 
the association. (Luke 14:13) They may 
include those in need of encouragement,

In Our Next Issue
■ The Beasts of the Apocalypse

— What Do They Mean?

■ Gladden Jehovah’s Heart by
Keeping Integrity!

■ “We Appreciate the Older Ones!”
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ן
Many Samaritans Believe

ting faith in him on account of her testi- 
mony. When the men of Sychar come to 
him at the well, they ask him to stay to 
talk to them more. Jesus accepts the 
invitation and remains for two days.

As the Samaritans listen to Jesus, 
many more believe. Then they say to the 
woman: “We do not believe any longer 
on account of your talk; for we have 
heard for ourselves and we know that 
this man is for a certainty the savior of 
the world.” Surely the Samaritan woman 
provides a fine example of how we can 
witness about Christ by arousing cu- 
riosity so that listeners will search fur- 
ther!

Recall that it is four months before the 
harvest—evidently the barley harvest, 
which in Palestine occurs in the spring. 
So it is now probably November or De- 
cember. This means that following the 
Passover of 30 C.E., Jesus and his dis- 
ciples spent eight months or so in Judea 
teaching and baptizing. They leave now 
for their home territory of Galilee. What 
awaits them there? John 4:27-42.
♦ What witnessing does the Samaritan woman 
do and with what result?
♦ How is Jesus’ food related to the harvest?
♦ How can we determine the length of Jesus’ 
ministry in Judea following the Passover of 
30 C.E.?

ON RETURNING from Sychar with 
food, the disciples find Jesus at 
Jacob’s well where they left him. 

But now he is talking with a Samaritan 
woman. She leaves when the disciples 
arrive, leaving her water jar, and heads 
for the city.

Interested deeply in the things Jesus 
told her, she tells the men in the city: 
“Come here, see a man that told me all 
the things I did.” Then, in such a way as 
to arouse curiosity, she asks: “This is 
not perhaps the Christ, is it?” The ques- 
tion accomplishes its purpose—the 
men go to see for themselves.

Meanwhile, the disciples urge Jesus 
to eat the food that they have brought 
from the city. But he replies: “I have 
food to eat of which you do not know.” 

“No one has brought him anything to 
eat, has he?” the disciples ask one an- 
other. Jesus explains: ‘My food is for me 
to do the will of him that sent me and to 
finish his work. You say, do you not, that 
there are yet four months before the 
harvest?’ But pointing to the spiritual 
harvest, Jesus says: ‘Already the reaper 
is receiving a reward and gathering fruit 
for everlasting life.’

Perhaps Jesus could already see the 
grand effect of the Samaritan worn- 
an’s witnessing— that many were put­
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Twentieth-
Century
Integrity
Keepers

Assemble!
vah” set the stage by reminding all to pay 
close attention. Proving the wisdom of that 
recommendation was the chairman’s ad- 
dress, “Let Integrity Safeguard Us.” How 
does integrity do that? Integrity requires 
that we be complete in our devotion to God, 
keeping our hearts, motives, and affections 
pure. “If this is our determination,” the 
chairman declared, “then our integrity 
safeguard us.”—Psalm 25:5; 31:23.

We were next “Encouraged by the Exam- 
pie of Tested Integrity Keepers.” After 
referring to encouraging examples from 
the past, the speaker interviewed exempla- 
ry integrity keepers of our time. Those who 
maintain integrity are “Not Ashamed of 
the Good News.” This talk, based on Mark 
8:38, made it clear that unashamedly iden- 
tifying ourselves in our ministry, at our 
secular work, and elsewhere is a protec- 
tion. ‘And what a wonderful thing it will be 
when Jesus speaks up before heavenly an- 
gels and his Father, declaring that we are 
his disciples who have walked in integrity!’

“The Things Revealed Belong to Us and 
to Our Sons” was a program feature show- 
ing that, as a loving Father, Jehovah is 
happy to reveal to his people “things con- 
cealed.” (Deuteronomy 29:29; Amos 3:7)

THE battle lines were drawn very early 
in human history. Rebellion broke out 

in the spirit realm as well as in the human 
realm, and the rightness of the Creator’s 
sovereignty was challenged! This produced 
a moral issue that involved the question, 
Will those yet loyal to Jehovah God uphold 
his rulership by keeping their integrity to 
him?—Genesis 3:1-24; Exodus 9:16; Luke 
22:31.

Satan the Devil has falsely claimed that 
Jehovah’s worshipers serve Him only for 
selfish advantage and not out of love. (Job 
1:1-2:10) Yet, they have remained loyal to 
God despite the efforts of Satan and his 
opposing world to break their integrity. 
(Hebrews 11:4-38; Revelation 12:10-17) To 
spur 20th-century servants of Jehovah on 
to continued faithfulness, the Watch Tow- 
er Society arranged for a series of “Integ- 
rity Keepers” conventions of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses to be held in many countries, 
beginning in the summer of 1985. Each day 
highlighted a fitting Bible theme.

“Walking in Integrity”
This theme of the convention’s opening 

day whetted spiritual appetites. The talk 
“ ‘Hear, 0  My People,’ the Word of Jeho­
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hovah’s sovereignty is not dependent on 
the integrity keeping of his creatures, the 
Devil’s rebellious action made the question 
of man’s integrity a vital part of the is- 
sue of universal sovereignty.” The speak- 
er asked: “How is it possible for us to 
triumph as integrity keepers?” “We can do 
so because we obey God’s Word,” he re- 
plied.—Romans 14:8.

Putting spiritual interests first in life 
was the thrust of the next talk, “The 
Blessing of Jehovah—That Is What Makes 
Rich.” We were helped to realize more fully 
that while money is useful, love of money 
can be a grave peril. (Ecclesiastes 7:12; 
1 Timothy 6:10) It is faithfulness that 
brings Jehovah’s blessing, the true riches. 
—Proverbs 10:22.

The drama “Your Future—A Challenge” 
compared the integrity-keeping course of 
the Nazirites with the challenge Witness 
youths face in their desire to become pio- 
neers and remain in full-time service in- 
stead of pursuing materialistic goals. It 
urged young ones to accept the challenge 
and serve God fully. The drama also illus- 
trated how parents and others can be help- 
ful.

“Sow Bountifully, Reap Bountifully” ex- 
plained that the principle ‘we reap what we 
sow’ is wise, just, and loving. Imitating 
God, Christ, and the ‘faithful slave,’ we will 
sow bountifully in meeting attendance, 
prayer, witnessing, and all our family rela- 
tionships. (Matthew 24:45-47) Such sow- 
ing assures us of reaping Jehovah’s bless- 
ing.—Hebrews 6:10.

During the talk “How You Ought to Be 
Giving an Answer to Each One,” the audi- 
ence gave rapt attention to the suggestions 
and demonstrations on how to use the new 
book Reasoning From the Scriptures. Em- 
phasized was the need to overcome apa- 
thy by using appropriate introductions, 
to make a tasteful response when there is 
a sincere though negative reaction, and to

Diligent study of these revealed things will 
fortify us so that we can hold fast our 
integrity. The next topic, “Finding Delight 
in Jehovah’s Word,” stressed the point 
that Jehovah’s Witnesses must be students 
of the Bible. (Psalm 1:1, 2) Indeed, “study 
is a part of the life of every Christian who 
walks in integrity.”

“Reasoning From the Scriptures” is the 
method used by integrity keepers in deal- 
ing with the various types of people to 
whom they preach. For example, in a syn- 
agogue at Thessalonica, the apostle Paul 
‘reasoned from the Scriptures, explaining 
and proving by references that it was nec- 
essary for the Christ to suffer.’ Was Paul 
successful? Yes, for some of his listeners 
became believers. (Acts 17:1-4) Would the 
conventioners appreciate help in answer- 
ing questions encountered in their minis- 
try? What a delight to receive it when the 
speaker released the new field ministry 
handbook, Reasoning From the Scriptures!

“Handling the Word 
of Truth Aright”

On the second day, it was a thrill to see 
so many pioneers—thousands at some con- 
ventions—stand up at the speaker’s invi- 
tation, giving evidence that throngs are 
sharing in the full-time ministry. In this 
portion, “Exert Yourselves Vigorously in 
Full-Time Service,” it was stressed that 
pioneering is worth the effort, even though 
a struggle is required to share in this 
activity.—Luke 13:24.

The keynote address, “Gladden Jeho- 
vah’s Heart by Keeping Integrity,” was 
based on Proverbs 27:11. This talk dipped 
into the treasure store of God’s Word and 
came up with these gems: “Genuine integ- 
rity means unbreakable devotion to a per- 
son—to Jehovah God.” “Satan is the 
ringleader in integrity breaking,” and his 
rebellion raised “the issue of the right- 
ness of God’s sovereignty.” “Although Je­
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S o m e  “I n t e g r i t y  K e e p e r s ” C o n v e n t io n s
Country Conventions Attendance | !

Austria 3 23,123 237
Brazil 25 389,387 4,825
British Isles 10 142,859 925
Canada 14 146,897 1,585
Ecuador 4 22,918 394
France 11 119,940 2,002
Germany, Federal Republic of 17 148,853 904
Greece 3 37,367 368
Italy 25 184,078 4,153
Japan 25 202,221 3,512
Netherlands 1 40,694 151
Portugal 10 52,581 990
Spain 13 90,808 1,628
Sweden 8 27,194 315
Switzerland 3 20,601 213
United States of America 112 1,189,173 9,851
Venezuela 4 69,843 1,063

alism, temptations, and vari- 
ous forms of discouragement. 
Study, meditation, prayer, 
meeting attendance, and reg- 
ular participation in King- 
dom preaching are sure ways 
to tap the untiring Source of 
energy, Jehovah.—Isaiah 40: 
28-31.

A key point in the dis- 
course “Living for God’s Will 
Today and Forever” was that 
if we have Christ’s mental 
disposition, we will live “no 
more for the desires of men, 
but for God’s will.” (1 Peter 
4:1, 2) Jesus never allowed 
any human desire to side- 

track him from that course. Baptismal can- 
didates in particular listened attentively to 
the next talk, “Lining Up With Jehovah’s 
Integrity Keepers.” They were told that the 
step of baptism is only the beginning of 
their race to keep integrity. To run well, 
they need to take advantage of such provi- 
sions as prayer, God’s Word, Christian 
publications, and active association with 
the congregation. The candidates stood to 
answer two questions indicating whether 
they understood the important step they 
were taking. Their water baptism followed, 
sometimes in full view of other convention 
delegates.

That afternoon, the talk “Is the Dread of 
Jehovah Upon Us?” emphasized respect for 
the Universal Sovereign. (Proverbs 8:13) 
Between God-fearing King Jehoshaphat of 
Judah and the now-enthroned Greater Je- 
hoshaphat, Jesus Christ, there are such 
parallels as these: keeping worship clean 
(1 Kings 22:16; Malachi 3:1-18); defending 
freedom of worship (2 Chronicles 17:1, 2, 
12-19; Philippians 1:6, 7); organizing to 
educate true worshipers (2 Chronicles 17: 
7-9; Matthew 28:19, 20); and setting up 
theocratic law courts for administering

show the Bible to be the source of our 
answers.—Colossians 4:6.

After the final talk of the second day, 
“Declaring Jehovah’s Wonderful Works,” 
we got busy doing just that by sharing in 
the field ministry. That very afternoon a 
Witness going from house to house in Van- 
couver, Canada, met the objection: “If God 
is a God of love, why does he allow wicked- 
ness?” The answer provided in the new 
Reasoning book satisfied the inquirer, and 
a Bible study was started on the spot.

“Blameless Amid 
a Twisted Generation”

This was the thought-provoking theme 
of the third day. That morning, the talk 
“Honoring Jehovah With Our Valuable 
Things” emphasized that our dedicated 
life, our close relationship with Jehovah, 
and our physical, mental, spiritual, and 
material assets are all valuable things with 
which we ought to honor our heavenly 
Father.—Proverbs 3:9, 10.

The talk “Regaining Power, Not Tiring 
Out” provided timely instruction to help us 
resist Satan’s attempts to break our integ- 
rity through doubts, loss of faith, materi-
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What Others Have Said
A superintendent of police, Leeds, En- 

gland: “ I would like to pay tribute to you, 
your staff, and all your people who at- 
tended . . .  for the highly efficient way in 
which it was planned and conducted. It 
was a credit to you all. I visited the Stadi- 
um on Saturday afternoon and Sunday 
morning and found the atmosphere and 
proceedings a most refreshing experi- 
ence. Several of my colleagues have 
commented likewise.”

A chief editorial writer for a Montreal, 
Canada, newspaper, under the heading 
“Let’s smile back at the people of Jeho- 
vah” : “The day before yesterday, in less 
than two hours, they knocked on 800,000 
doors in the area. A form of mass spiritual 
proselytizing, which may be a bit annoy- 
ing but not really a nuisance. . . . When 
you receive visitors in your home, you 
don’t mind a little inconvenience to make 
room for them. . . . So, what if we don’t 
share the faith of Jehovah’s Witnesses; 
we would share, for a few days, just a 
little of their serenity, and we would feel 
better for it. These peaceful people have 
chosen to meet in Montreal; let more of 
them come, tens of thousands of them.”

A police official in Dortmund, Federal 
Republic of Germany: ‘At sports events 
here we have at least 200 policemen on 
duty; at your meetings we need only two, 
plus two others to direct traffic.’

A football stadium manager in Norwich, 
England: “The peaceful atmosphere over 
the four days . . .  is catching. You experi- 
ence a personal calmness that is in com- 
plete contrast to that of any other four 
days in the tense business world and 
daily life around us. The Witnesses really 
have something that is different about 
them and hard to explain.”

morning answered the question “Can 
Anything Separate You From God,s 
Love?” We alone can separate ourselves 
from the love of God and Christ. But as 
long as we maintain our faith, no pres- 
sure, no circumstance, no opposer can

justice.—2 Chronicles 19:6, 7; 1 Corinthi- 
ans 6:5, 6.

The portion “Scriptures Beneficial to Set 
Things Straight” pointed out how the Bible 
helps us to lead an orderly life and show 
respect for the organization, appointed 
overseers, and older ones. In the following 
part, “Determined to Serve Jehovah With a 
Complete Heart,” we were impressed with 
the need to have a healthy figurative heart, 
one that is kept unified—complete—for Je- 
hovah’s service.— 1 Chronicles 28:9.

But what about the eye? The next speak- 
er answered the question, “As a Family 
Member, Is Your Eye ‘Simple’?” Since Sa- 
tan uses many things to distract our spir- 
itual eye, it is essential that Christian 
fathers, mothers, and children maintain a 
balanced view and keep Kingdom interests 
first. (Matthew 6:33) The need to recognize 
the Great Organizer by showing respect for 
the appointed elders and the congregation 
was stressed in the following talk, “Care- 
fully Following the Orders of the King.” 
—Proverbs 8:3236־.

The day’s climax was the discourse “In- 
tegrity to Truth in a Godless World.” 
Among other things, Christians must 
maintain integrity to truth by defending 
the Bible teaching of creation and by refut- 
ing godless theories. The audience was 
thrilled by the release of a 256-page book 
that thoroughly answers the question 
raised by its title, Life— How Did It Get 
Here? By Evolution or by Creation? How 
effective is this publication? A former evo- 
lutionist, now a Witness in Sweden, read 
the entire book that night and remarked: 
“If I had been an evolutionist yesterday, I 
would certainly have changed my mind 
overnight.”

“Maintain Fine Conduct 
Among the Nations”

This was the theme of the convention’s 
final day. One of the talks given that
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by any verbal or written message intend- 
ed to create doubts and ruin our faith. 
—2 Thessalonians 2:1, 2.

“Fear God, Turn Away From Bad” was 
the second absorbing drama. It dealt with 
the integrity keeper Job and showed that 
persecution and suffering for serving God 
are not new. Despite efforts made to side- 
track us, like Job we should be deter-

make God lose his love for us.—Romans 
8:35-39.

The discourse “Do Not Be Quickly 
Shaken From Your Reason” stressed the 
need to safeguard our place in the spir- 
itual paradise. How? In part, by avoiding 
the spirit of complaint and by resisting 
apostasy, thus adhering to Paul’s counsel 
‘not to be quickly shaken from our reason’

Montreal Convention— Something Special!
Ultimately, 4,300 units were set up, and 

almost 20,000 conventioners were ac- 
commodated on lush grass amid abundant 
shade trees. And what was the park’s con- 
dition after so many people had used it for 
about a week? Amazed officials found no 
serious damage anywhere. For that rea- 
son, the entire amount of the five-figure 
damage deposit was returned!

Governing Body Members Present: This 
feature also made the Montreal convention 
special. While Jehovah’s people avoid all 
creature worship, doubtless many shared 
the sentiments of one brother who ap- 
preciatively said: “The presence of seven 
members of the beloved Governing Body, 
some of whom I had never seen or heard 
give a talk before, was most encouraging.” 
Such association does result in a spiritual 
“interchange of encouragement.”— Romans 
1: 11, 12.

A Fine Reception: Officials and the gen- 
eral public dealt with Jehovah’s Witnesses 
in a commendable and fair-minded way. 
This was special when it is remembered 
that not many years ago former Quebec 
Premier Maurice Duplessis openly de- 
dared a “war without mercy on the w it- 
nesses of Jehovah” until they would be no 
more. With good reason, then, one news- 
paper reporter observed: “Just imagine, 
yesterday [Friday] there were exactly 74,- 
846 Witnesses within the confines of the 
stadium! Maurice Duplessis, who had 
banned the movement, must have been 
turning over in his grave.”

This was not the first time that Jehovah 
had blessed integrity keepers so abun- 
dantly. In many ways, however, the Mon- 
treal convention was something special.

In program content, the “ Integrity Keep- 
ers” District Convention held at the famous 
Olympic Stadium complex in Montreal, 
Quebec, Canada, was like all others in this 
series. But in some ways it was special. 
Among other things, it was the first of a 
group of these conventions that would be 
special in size or in other ways.

Size: A total of 78,804 assembled from 
eastern Canada and the northeastern Unit- 
ed States. It was faith strengthening to be 
part of such vast throngs of integrity keep- 
ers listening, singing, and praying together. 
That was special!

Baptism: It was a special joy to see 
1,004 newly dedicated ones stand up for 
baptism. Here was visible evidence of the 
growth now taking place among us.

Languages: There were programs in 
11 languages— Arabic, Chinese, English, 
French, Greek, Hungarian, Italian, Korean, 
Portuguese, Spanish, and Ukrainian. In the 
bowl of the stadium, the special sound 
system was so arranged that those in the 
French sections listened in their language 
while the English-speaking delegates 
heard in theirs.

Trailer C ity: This was another special 
feature. To accommodate delegates who 
needed space for trailers, recreational ve- 
hides, and tents, efforts began in Decern- 
ber 1984 to obtain use of nearby Mai- 
sonneuve Park, just across the street from 
the stadium. When officials were first ap- 
proached about renting the park, they un- 
derstandably laughed. After all, renting an 
entire city park had never been done there 
before. Eventually, however, permission 
was granted. The good reputation of Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses had helped.
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, . Ir,te9rity-keeping course was
highlighted in this Bible drama, presented  

at the convention in Athens, Greece

Onward as Integrity Keepers!
In addition to their thrill in receiving 

other rich spiritual food, including two fine 
new books, conventioners were thrilled at 
the release of the colorfully illustrated 
32-page brochure The Government That 
Will Bring Paradise. And what a pleasure 
it was to receive Kingdom Melodies No. 6, 
a cassette tape of beautiful music for our 
enjoyment!

Greatly refreshed and blessed, departing 
delegates have been thankful, indeed, for 
this most rewarding spiritual feast. Re- 
newed is our confidence that the One who 
has for 6,000 years supported upholders of 
his sovereignty will triumphantly see his 
witnesses through these climactic “last 
days” and safely into the New Order, all to 
his eternal vindication.—2 Timothy 3:1; 
Revelation 7:9-12; 21:1-5.

With this confidence and faith in our 
God, Jehovah, what is our intention? Why, 
we are determined to keep moving ahead 
courageously as the organization of Jeho- 
vah’s 20th-century integrity keepers!

mined to hold fast our integrity, fearing 
Jehovah and turning away from bad.

The public discourse, “God’s Times and 
Seasons—To What Do They Point?” re- 
minded us that Jehovah has been “re- 
moving kings and setting up kings” in 
harmony with his unalterable purpose. 
When his time arrives, therefore, he will 
without fail end wickedness and restore 
righteousness.—Daniel 2:21, 44.

The two closing talks were appropriate 
indeed. “Comfort for Men of Integrity” 
heartened us with the assurance that by 
his Word, by his spirit, and in answer to 
our prayers, Jehovah will unfailingly sus- 
tain us through trial. And as the final 
discourse showed, Jehovah’s Witnesses 
are not in retreat because they live in 
this opposing world. Rather, they are “An 
Integrity-Keeping Organization on the 
Move”! This organization is unique in its 
support of Jehovah’s sovereignty and in 
its certainty of triumph and survival.

A t M ontreal, W. L. Barry o f the Governing 
Body re leased the absorbing new book  

“L ife— H ow  Did It  Get H ere? By 
Evolution o r by C reation?”
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]esus Christ stated that basic truth. We also need spiritual nourishment. One way to receive this is by 
listening to the new cassette recordings of the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures. When sending 
their order, a couple from Georgia wrote:

"We cannot tell you how much it means to us to listen to these readings out loud of the Bible. While we 
endeavor to read the Bible itself every day, it is wonderful to keep up to date with our Bible reading each 
week for the Theocratic Ministry School by listening to these tapes at home, or while we travel to and from 
work."

'M an Does Not Live on Bread Alone'
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