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The Limits of Freedom

“None are more hopelessly enslaved
than those who falsely believe they are
free.”— Goethe.

REEDOM! What a ring that word has.

But what does it mean to you? Does
freedom mean that you have the inalien-
able right to do as you please, when or
where you please, without regard for other
people? Of course not! Limits are placed on
your actions by lawmaking bodies to pro-
tect the rights and interests of others. Is
this not vitally necessary when people live
together as a community?

For example, you may have the freedom
to travel, but you can operate your vehicle
only within lawful limits. These limits, or
laws, were established as a protection not
only for others but also for you. There-
fore, true freedom does not mean immuni-
ty from all restraint, discipline, and sacri-
fice; neither does it mean the absence of
laws that are right and beneficial. Inter-
estingly, Blacks Law Dictionary defines
freedom this way:

“The state of being free . . . with-
out other check, hindrance, or prohibi-
tion than such as may be imposed by just
and necessary laws and the duties of social
life.”

To enjoy freedom, we must live our lives
within two boundaries—natural laws and
moral laws.

Physical Laws Limit Man
It is impossible for any human to have
total freedom even if he isolates himself on
a tiny island in the middle of a vast ocean.
The natural demands of his body and his
dependence on the environment would im-
pose limitations on his freedom. The Cre-

ator, Jehovah God, has established these
natural boundaries and has established
others by means of his laws and principles.
—Acts 17:26-28.

God put in operation physical laws that
keep the universe in marvelous harmony.
These laws work for our good. For in-
stance, do you feel tyrannized by God’s
natural law of gravity? Of course not! It is
the necessary force that holds the universe
together and keeps you from flying off the
earth.

However, what if you deliberately were
to ignore the law of gravity and jump from
a one-hundred-foot cliff? You would fall to
your death or else be severely injured. The
result: not freedom but an increase in
limitations. We cannot slight physical
laws without paying a penalty. Yet, when
we work within their limits, we reap the
benefits.

Laws to Limit Behavior

About 300 years ago, the English philos-
opher John Locke summed up what you
may have discovered about freedom and
human law. He wrote: “Where there is no
law there is no freedom. For liberty is to
be free from restraint and violence from
others, which cannot be where there is no
law; and is not, as we are told, ‘a liberty
for every man to do what he lists [wishes].’
For who could be free, when every other
man’s humour might domineer over him?”

How appropriate those words are when
applied to human laws that limit harmful
conduct! If man sees the need for law to
govern social behavior, would not his Cre-
ator also have seen that need? Are we to
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think that God would cause physical laws
to come into existence but leave mankind
without laws to guide his conduct? Not at
all.—Matthew 6:8.

The Creator’s laws for mankind are
written down and preserved so that we can
know the best way to handle our affairs.
(2 Timothy 3:16, 17) Of their quality, The
Bible in Living English says: “Jehovah’s
instructions are unerring, life-restoring;
Jehovah’s lessons are trustworthy, en-

lightening simpletons; Jehovah’s man-
dates are acceptable, gladdening hearts;
Jehovah’s commandment is honest,
brightening eyes.”—Psalm 19:7, 8.

A person trying to live free from all
proper moral limits is like a ship that has
lost both compass and rudder. Both are
adrift and must find a safe course or face
disastrous consequences. This, therefore,
raises a serious question. Can we safely
navigate our life independently from God?

Independence From God
— Why Not?

44T5M LOOKING for excitement.” “I’'m

A sick and tired of being told what to
do!” “Get off my back!” Expressions such
as these may indicate a spirit of indepen-
dence. Sometimes these words can even be
heard coming from the lips of Christians.

How may Christians be infected by the
spirit of independence, even independence
from God? Usually it begins by adopting a
distorted view of Jehovah God’ require-
ments. (Psalm 73:2, 13, 14) They see
God’s laws as fun barriers, rather than as
protectors of their enjoyment of life. The
glitter and glamour of the ungodly world
has fooled them into believing that they
are missing out on pleasure. What about
you? What are your feelings about inde-
pendence from God?

An Age-Old Problem
The wanting of independence from God
is not new. It is almost as old as man. The
spirit of independence was introduced by
Satan the Devil. He deceived the first
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woman, Eve, into thinking that she could
be happier if she were only free from her
Creator’s guidance. Eve believed that such
an independent course would open up for
her many eye-opening experiences and
pleasures withheld from her by God.
—Genesis 3:1-5; Revelation 12:9.

With eyes blinded by her newly formed
selfish desires, Eve appealed to her hus-
band to join the rebellion. Adam chose
independence from God too. The result:
Sorrow replaced happiness. Sin, shame,
sickness, pain, and death followed, not
just for Adam and Eve but for all their
offspring as well. —Genesis 3:6, 16-19; Ro-
mans 5:12.

The Bible records that angels, too, de-
cided to follow the path of independence
from God by seeking illicit pleasure with
the ‘good-looking daughters of men.’ Did
such an independent course bring genuine
satisfaction? No. Rather, it produced so
much gross immorality and violence that
Jehovah determined to destroy that world



of ungodly people. The independent angels
became demons, who now promote this
same destructive spirit of rebellion among
mankind.—Genesis 6:1-7, 11; Ephesians
2:2; Jude 6-12.

The Need for Divine Guidance

The foregoing facts should help us ap-
preciate a basic truth: In order to have a
successful and delightful way of life, man
must depend on God for guidance. That is
one reason why the Bible says: “I well
know, 0 Jehovah, that to earthling man
his way does not belong. It does not belong
to man who is walking even to direct his
step.” (Jeremiah 10:23) The ancient wise
man Solomon recognized the danger of
setting up personal standards for life in-
dependent of divine guidance. He wrote:
“There exists a way that is upright before
a man, but the ways of death are the end
of it afterward.”—Proverbs 14:12.

Let us illustrate this point in two ways.
If all the commercial aircraft pilots ig-

nored the directions given at airports and
landed their airplanes at any time or loca-
tion they pleased, how safe would air trav-
el be? Or if a group of construction work-
ers threw away the blueprints and each
decided to do just as he fancied with his
part of the construction, what type of
building would result? We understand
that standards must be followed if any
orderly society is to exist.

No one is better qualified to provide
these guidelines than the Creator of man,
Jehovah. By reason of his Creatorship,
Jehovah God, not the creature, man, has
the absolute right to set the standards by
which his intelligent creatures should live.
He knows our limits; he knows exactly
where the boundary line between happi-
ness and sorrow lies. (Acts 17:26, 27)
Time and time again, the experiences of
life prove that God’s way really works. It
is the best way for us.

We do not have to guess what Jehovah’s
standards are; he kindly tells us in his

Word, the Bible: “This book
of the law should not depart
from your mouth, and you
must in an undertone read in
it day and night, in order
that you may take care to do
according to all that is writ-
ten in it; for then you will
make your way successful
and then you will act wise-
ly.” (Joshua 1:8) The apos-
tie Paul explains how all-
embracing God’s standards
are. He wrote at 2 Timothy
3:16, 17: “All Scripture is in-

Whattype of building
would be constructed if
each worker threw away
the blueprints and built

as he pleased?
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spired of God and beneficial for teaching,
for reproving, for setting things straight,
for disciplining in righteousness, that the
man of God may be fully competent, com-
pletely equipped for every good work.”

Jehovah invites us to test his standards,
to prove to ourselves the good and accept-
able and perfect will of God.” (Romans
12:2) Of course, to do this properly, a
thorough study of the Bible is necessary.
Whether we are new to Bible study or
have been studying God’s Word for de-
cades, the goal of gaining accurate knowl-
edge and insight into God’s will is impor-
tant. If we fail to train our perceptive
powers by using them, we will not keep
Jehovah’s guidelines in clear focus.—He-
brews 5:14.

To ignore God’s standards is to invite
disaster. There are just too many obsta-
cles that a person has to cope with for him
to succeed on the basis of his own under-
standing. First, a person has to contend
with the subtle superhuman influences of
Satan and his demons. (1 John 5:19; Rev-
elation 12:12) Then there is the worldwide
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Youhave the freedom to
travel, but to do it safely ?/ou
must operate your vehicle
only within lawful limits

human system of things im-
bued with the spirit of dis-
obedience and extreme self-
ishness. (Ephesians 2:2;
1 John 2:15-17) And, of
course, our own imperfec-
tions and deceptive heart-
inclinations have to be
fought. (Psalm 51:3-5; Jer-
emiah 17:9, 10) So to live
without Jehovah’s guidance
makes about as much sense
as it does to ride in a car
without a steering wheel.
Jesus Christ is the best example of
someone who appreciated divine guidance.
Although perfect, he said of himself: “The
Son cannot do a single thing of his own
initiative, but only what he beholds the
Father doing.” (John 5:19) Jesus did not
live to please himself. On another occasion
he said: “I do nothing of myself: what the
Father has taught me is what | preach; he
who sent me is with me, and has not left
me to myself, for | always do what pleases
him.” (John 8:28, 29, Jerusalem Bible)
Do you desire to be guided by the same
standard Jesus Christ acknowledged?
—1 Peter 2:21.

Value of Accepting Divine Guidance

Jehovah is “the happy God.” (1 Timothy
1:11) He does not want to rob us of whole-
some pleasure, excitement, or happiness.
Think for a moment about the plainly
stated words found at Romans 1:28-32.
The results of independence from God
bring only bad consequences, for the ac-
count states, according to The New En-
glish Bible:



“Thus, because they have not seen fit to
acknowledge God, he has given them up to
their own depraved reason. This leads them to
break all rules of conduct. They are filled with
every kind of injustice, mischief, rapacity,
and malice; they are one mass of envy,
murder, rivalry, treachery, and malevolence;
whisperers and scandal-mongers, hateful to
God, insolent, arrogant, and boastful; they
invent new kinds of mischief, they show no
loyalty to parents, no conscience, no fidelity
to their plighted word; they are without nat-
ural affection and without pity. They know
well enough the just decree of God, that those
who behave like this deserve to die, and yet
they do it; not only so, they actually applaud
such practices.”

On the other hand, those who choose to
follow God’s standards are encouraged to
put away their old personality with its
independent spirit and substitute for it a
new Christlike one. The new personality
includes becoming kind, tenderly compas-
sionate, freely forgiving. (Ephesians 4:
20-32) And it is one that manifests the
fruits of God’s holy spirit: “love, joy,
peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness,

faith, mildness, self-control.”—Galatians
5:22, 23.

After taking a good look at both per-
sonalities, what sort of person are you?
Which of the two would you prefer to see
in your associates?

In addition, the Bible teaches that in
the very near future all ungodly persons
will suffer destruction at the hands of
God. (2 Peter 3:7; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9)
Jesus Christ predicted that, just prior to
this divine cleansing of the earth, people
in general would be as indifferent to fol-
lowing God’s standards as were the people
in Noah’s day. (Luke 17:26-30) So it is
urgent that we gain full appreciation for
the value of the guidelines that God has
set. To survive, this is just as necessary
for us today as it was for Noah in his day.

Therefore, independence from God does
not bring real happiness; doing God’s will
does. Those submitting to Jehovah’s guid-
ance will be rewarded with everlasting life
on an earth filled with people who have the
Christlike personality.—Psalm 37:27-29.

“I Was Full of a Warm Feeling”

Burt lives in England. He spent six weeks in Australia, visiting his brother Eric and his wife
who are Jehovah's Witnesses. Being of a different religion, Burt hesitated when his brother
invited him to attend a meeting at the Kingdom Hall. But he was so surprised by the warm,
friendly spirit with which he was greeted that, after his return to England, he wrote this letter
of appreciation to the congregation:

“I must admit that | am not a Witness, being an active member of the Church of England, so
it was with a certain amount of trepidation that | accompanied Eric and Joan to their Sunday
worship.

“I need not have had any fears whatever. The welcome | received from almost the whole
congregation was not only most brotherly and sincere but | was full of a warm feeling that,
although a complete stranger, | was accepted, not so much as a visitor but as a welcome
member of the congregation.

“While I did not fully understand your service and witness, | nevertheless took my leave at
the end of the meeting feeling that | had benefited greatly from the experience and wondering
why the love and sincerity that was evident during the whole service could not spread across
this very troubled world of ours.

Yours very sincerely,
Burt B.”
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Jesus’
First Miracle

ESUS and his newly acquired dis-
J ciples have just left the Jordan

Valley. It has been only a day
or two since Andrew, Peter, John and
perhaps James, Philip and Nathanael
have become Jesus’ first disciples.

They are now on their way home to
the district of Galilee, where all of them
originated. Their destination is Cana,
the hometown of Nathanael, located in
the hills not far from Nazareth where
Jesus himself grew up. They have
been invited to a wedding feast in
Cana.

Jesus’ mother, too, has come to the
wedding. As a friend of the family of
the ones getting married, Mary ap-
pears to have been involved in minis-
tering to the needs of the many guests.
So she is quick to note a shortage,
which she reports to Jesus: “They
have no wine.”

When Mary thus, in effect, suggests
that Jesus do something about the
lack of wine, Jesus at first is reluctant.
“What have | to do with you?” he asks.
As God’s appointed King, he is not to
be directed in his activity by family
or friends. So Mary wisely leaves the
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matter in her son’s hands, simply say-
ing to those ministering: “Whatever he
tells you, do.”

Well, there are six large stone water
jars, each of which can hold over ten
gallons. Jesus instructs those minis-
tering: “Fill the water jars with water.”
And the attendants fill them to the
brim. Then Jesus says: “Draw some
out now and take it to the director of
the feast.”

The director is impressed by the fine
quality of the wine, not realizing that it
has been miraculously produced. Call-
ing the bridegroom, he says: “Every
other man puts out the fine wine first,
and when people are intoxicated, the
inferior. You have reserved the fine
wine until now.”

This is the first miracle of Jesus, and
on seeing it, the faith of his new disci-
pies is strengthened. Afterward they,
along with his mother and his broth-
ers, travel to the city of Capernaum
near the Sea of Galilee. John 2:1-12.

+ When does the wedding in Cana occur?

¢ Why does Jesus object to his mother's
suggestion?

¢ What miracle does Jesus

perform, and how are

others affected?
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Determined to Be
Bdteadfast and Unmovable’

N THE 1830’s many white farmers

of the Cape Province of South Africa
were very restless. Being of Dutch de-
scent, they found British rule irksome.
Thousands trekked north into the little-
known interior. After overcoming many
obstacles, some settled north of the Or-
ange River in what later became the Or-
ange Free State. Others crossed the Vaal
River and settled in what is now called
the Transvaal. Among them were my
Afrikaans-speaking forebears who settled
in the Northern Transvaal in the 1860’.
I was born near the small town of Nyl-
stroom in 1898.

The life-style of the few inhabitants of
the area was very simple in those days.
The plentiful game was the main source
of livelihood, supplemented by some farm
produce. Then, in 1899, came war—the
South African, or Boer, War. The Brit-
ish had decided to extend their authority
over the two Afrikaner Republics, the Or-
ange Free State and the Transvaal. So
for three years Briton and Boer (“farm-
er” in Afrikaans) fought bitterly for su-
premacy. In the course of this period, our
family was interned in a concentration
camp.

When hostilities ceased, we returned
to find our farm badly damaged and ran-
sacked. There had been terrible suffering.
Thousands of men had died fighting, and
thousands of women and children had
expired in concentration camps. The
country was poverty stricken. So were
we. However, a government grant of
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As told by Paul Smit

wheat helped us to survive, and my par-
ents worked industriously on the farm,
growing vegetables and other produce.

The Truth Causes a “Cyclone”

Then came the memorable year 1915.
As a schoolboy of 16, | received through
the post a booklet entitled What Say the
Scriptures About Hell? published by Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses of that time. A school
friend, Abraham Stroh, and | read it to-
gether and agreed it was the truth. It
was thrilling to learn that God does not
torment people forever; the dead are un-
conscious, asleep in death, and awaiting
Jesus’ promise of a resurrection. (Eccle-
siastes 9:5, 10; Ezekiel 18:4; John 5:



28, 29) We were enthused into action.
Nylstroom became a centre of commo-
tion, as if struck by a cyclone, as we two
schoolboys made it known, positively
and fearlessly, that the doctrines of the
Dutch Reformed Church were false. The
clergy, of course, were upset and de-
nounced this “new religion” from their
pulpits.

As a result, Abraham and | were no
longer welcome at our friends’ homes.
Even my father threatened to put me out
of the house. But my mother, a really
sheeplike person, never said an unkind
word. In time my dear old father, who
had deep respect for the Bible, got used
to the “new religion,” and Witnesses
were hospitably entertained in our home.
In those early days, we knew nothing of
the Society and relied entirely on Jeho-
vah. Later, colporteurs (now called pio-
neers) visited us and brought us into
contact with the Society and its office
1,000 miles (1,600 km) away in Cape
Town. This led to my baptism in 1918,

Two years later | attended an assembly
in Pretoria. Some 23 brothers and sisters
were present, with Brother Ancketill, the
Society’s representative, presiding. How
grand it was to be with fellow believers
even though there were so few of us! The
programme was composed mainly of doc-
trinal matters and “testimonies,” or ex-
periences, but was sufficiently stimulat-
ing for me to remain firm. | needed it.

A Disappointment—Then Blessings

The greatest shock of my life came
when my close friend, Abraham, after
leaving school and being employed by the
local School Board, was later threatened
with dismissal unless he gave up his re-
ligion. He did leave the truth and joined
the Dutch Reformed Church. That left
me, young and new in the truth, entirely

alone in the Northern Transvaal. | shed
many a tear over losing my companion,
but I prayed without ceasing to Jehovah
and was strengthened to be “steadfast,
unmovable, always having plenty to do in
the work of the Lord.”—1 Corinthians
15:58.

Then came the early 1920’s. Jehovah
blessed my persistent efforts to live the
truth to the best of my ability. | began
to find “sheep” in my neighbourhood. The
young son of a nearby farmer accepted
the good news of the Kingdom, thus
making up for my loss of a companion.
This brother, Hannes Grobler, remained
faithful until his recent death. 1 also
started a study with a family of seven,
the Vorsters, using the book The Harp of
God*

Every Saturday | happily walked four
miles (6.4 km) through the veld, or coun-
tryside, to conduct the study. The par-
ents became baptised Witnesses and re-
mained faithful until death.

In 1924, Brother George Phillips, who
had recently arrived in South Africa to
serve in the branch at Cape Town, made
a visit to Nylstroom—a thrilling event
for me. It began a close friendship and
period of theocratic cooperation lasting
until he finished his earthly course in
1982.

The local interest developed, and we
soon had a fine group of 13 brothers and
sisters—the first Witness group north
of Pretoria. In time the message of the
Kingdom radiated out into the vast area
of the Northern Transvaal.

Problems and Progress in Pretoria

However, that same year my bank em-
ployers transferred me to Pretoria, where
there was a small group of eight Bible

*Published by the Watch Tower Bible and Tract
Society.
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Students (Jehovah’s Witnesses). But only
one had a proper appreciation for theocratic
matters, and he died soon after | arrived.
The others—some were educated men—
failed to appreciate the arrangement of the
Society to organize the congregations for
service, and two of them left.

Meanwhile, the “elder” of the group, in
spite of the Society’s disapproval, was writ-
ing a book with his own interpretation of
the Scriptures. | personally appealed to him
to abandon the idea. The climax came one
Sunday morning. His book was already
printed, and he brought some copies and
asked the group to distribute it. 1 was
shocked. I stood up and opposed his request.
As a result, the “elder” and four or five
others left the organization. This leftonly a
dear old invalid sister, together with my
wife and me. But we were determined to be
‘steadfast and unmovable’ and loyally sup-
port the Society. From then on, slowly but
surely, Jehovah gave the increase.—1 Co-
rinthians 3:6; 15:58.

In due time Jehovah added many more
workers to the Pretoria Congregation. For
example, in 1931 two black brothers came
to our study centre and introduced them-
selves. After that, for some years it was
my responsibility to serve both Europeans
(whites) and Africans (blacks)—arare priv-
ilege in South Africa. To help the African
brothers, I conducted a group study in their
own township, or separate residential area.
| also used Brother Rutherford’s recorded
talks in the township. In addition to this, an
African brother, Hamilton Kaphwitti Mase-
ko, used to help me every Sunday evening
to transmit these lectures by means of a
powerful transcription machine on Church
Square, the very heart of Pretoria.

With Jehovah giving the increase, an
African congregation was formed. For
many years, as city overseer, | arranged
their special meetings. From small begin-
nings, the work among the Africans in
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Pretoria expanded to
the area by 1984.

A Wartime Ban

The outbreak of World War Il in Septem-
her 1939 brought tremendous suffering to
many countries. South Africa, however, was
an exception. Nevertheless, because of the
world-shaking events, many South Africans
awoke from their complacency and directed
their minds to the fulfillment of Bible proph-
ecy. As a result, there was an outstand-
ing growth in Kingdom activity with a
50-percent increase in publishers for the
1941 service year. This aroused the ire of
the churches, notably the Catholic Church,
which accused the Society of being danger-
ous to the State. The Government then
banned many of the Society’s publications.

About that time, my wife Anna and | with
our two children, Paul and Anelise, paid a
visit to Nylstroom, where | had to give a
talk. I took the opportunity to show the local
brothers the feasibility of presenting our
magazines on the street. | chose a position
just outside the Magistrate’s Court. Soon a
Police Sergeant told me that | was doing an
illegal work and must report to the Charge
Office immediately. Nevertheless, since we
had decided to work for an hour, | just
carried on. Then a constable came to inform
me that the Chief of Police was waiting for
me. But | did not move. Another constable
came with a similar message and got the
same response. We completed the hour with
good results, and then my family and I
retired to a cafe for a cup of tea.

When 1 finally went to the Charge Office,
I was asked what had happened to the
literature. | explained that it had been dis-
tributed to the public. Later, the police
came to my parents’ farm where we were
staying and took all the magazines they
could find.

After discussing the matter with local
brothers, we decided not to take the matter

iongreg:



lying down. So the next week 30 of us were
out in full force on the streets of Nyl-
stroom, and the following week at Warm-
bad, 18 miles (29 km) south. Contrary to
expectations, no one stopped us. Later, af-
ter considerable difficulty, all the publica-
tions not under ban were returned.

‘Steadfast and Unmovable’
Despite Old Age

My wife Anna gave me loyal support until
she died in 1949. Since 1954, when | remar-
ried, I have had the loyal support of my dear
wife Maud. From an early age, the two
children, Paul and Anelise, accompanied me
in all features of Kingdom service. Both
became pioneers on leaving home. Anelise
and her husband, Jannie Muller, are still in
that service. Paul later drifted away from
the truth and pursued a university career,
but in recent years he has renewed his

association. My five grandchildren are Je-
hovah’s Witnesses; two of them, together
with their marriage mates, are serving full
time in the ministry. | can strongly recom-
mend that parents keep close to their chil-
dren and, by precept and example, train
them to love Jehovah and serve him whole-
souled.—Deuteronomy 6:6, 7.

During 69 years of theocratic service, |
have seen thrilling expansion. Back in 1931
there were five Kingdom proclaimers in the
vicinity of Pretoria. Now there are over
1,500 associated with 26 congregations. All
praise and honour for this belong to Jeho-
vah! Now, at 86 years of age, health permit-
ting, | still enjoy the challenge of house-
to-house witnessing and offering the
Watchtower and Awake! magazines on the
street. Maud and | are determined to be
‘steadfast and unmovable,’ faithful to Jeho-
vah, blessing his name forever and ever.

“I Want to Be
an Uncompromising Christian”

After reading a book entitled “Let Your Kingdom published by the
Watchtower Society, a young man in Zimbabwe was moved to write the
following:

“lI have been observing over the past few years that here in Zimbabwe it is
you people, Jehovah’s Witnesses, who are really trying to follow Christ’s own
example. | am a Seventh Day Adventist member, but it seems as if my Church
in this country has lost the inspiration of the holy spirit. We are compromising
with the world. For example, we believe, just as you do, that Christ was not
born on the 25th [of] December, and yet our pastors tell us that we can
celebrate Christmas as long as we keep in mind that Christ died for our
sins. ...

“Personally, | am sick and tired of professing to be a Christian while my way
of life is contrary to Jesus’example. | want to be an uncompromising Christian
... You are the only group, so far, that has managed to convince me of God’s
love and the power of His gospel, through your living and not only through
speeches and writings. You are living and preaching the gospel while many,
many people are preaching the gospel but not living it.”
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Kingdom Proclaimers Report

Conventioners Commended

“KEEP doing good, and you will
have praise from it,” said the
apostle Paul at Romans 13:3.
This proved true at last year's
“Kingdom Increase” conventions
in Brazil.

For example, after the conven-
tion in Joao Pessoa, the club di-
rector told the convention com-
mittee: “I congratulate you for the
excellent way the assembly was
held and for the fine behavior of
you and your children. No other
religious organization displays
such good conduct. When we
rent to you, we have no worries.
The club doors are always open
whenever you want to use our
facilities.”

Similar comments were heard
from many others:

O “l have worked for years
with large crowds of people, but
you are the best organized, the
cleanest, and the most coopera-
tive.”—The administrator of the
Maracanazinho Stadium in Rio
de Janeiro.

0O 'l am really impressed with
your movement. If Jesus Christ
were to come now, | believe that
the religion he would approve
would be yours."—A fireman on
duty at one of the Rio de Janeiro
conventions.

O “You don't bother us [police-
men] a bit. |just wish that every-
one was like you people. It would
be marvelous. When | blow my
whistle, | know that Il be obeyed
without any argument."—A traf-
fic policeman assigned to the
convention in Curitiba.

O “We want to take this op-
portunity to congratulate you on
your orderliness and marvelous,
spontaneous discipline, and we
wish you every success in future
events, for which this Prefecture
[Municipality] is always at your
service."—A letter received by
the convention overseer from the
mayor’s office in Santo Andre.

O “There was a great contrast
between your behavior and that
of others who have used our ho-
tel rooms. Your people kept all
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the installations clean and order-
ly, and their conduct revealed
flawless respect for others.”—A
hotel manager in Novo Ham-
burgo.

O “You folks must be well
paid."—A bakery owner supply-
ing bread for the convention in
Sorocaba, after seeing how hard
the brothers there worked. When
he learned that they were all un-
paid, volunteer workers, he re-
turned to his bakery and brought
his whole crew to the stadium to
observe their diligence and dedi-
cation!

The Brazilian conventions
even came to the attention of
the news media. The Tribuna da
Bahia gave this report: “With Bi-
ble in hand, looking in its verses
for an explanation for human vio-
lence and deceit, the Witnesses
do not discuss politics, do not
interfere in social procedures,
and know nothing about direct
elections. Justification for this is
in the fact that no matter who is
the ruler, he will never be bal-
anced, since only God can gov-
ern the world perfectly. . .. The
basis for their faith is the coming
of a new world that can be at-
tained only by untiring study of
the Bible and by changing evil
habits to a pure heart.”

Of course, Jehovah’s Witness-
es make no claim of being perfect
but believe that God's Kingdom
will bring in a perfect new order.
They have, nevertheless, en-
deavored to apply the Bible’s
counsel at 1 Peter 2:12: “Main-
tain your conduct fine among the
nations, that . . . they may as a
result of your fine works of which
they are eyewitnesses glorify
God.”



A Happy Day
for Japan’s Missionaries

FRIDAY, May 17, 1985, was a spiritually sunny
day for Japan’s 76 missionaries. As the largest
group in any one country, these missionaries af-
ter nearly 40 years are still actively spreading
Bible truths. Excited about this once-a-year priv-
ilege of getting together, they made their way
to the Ebina branch from their ten missionary
homes scattered throughout the country. Some
came from distant assignments in the traveling
work.

Enthusiastic greetings and conversation
among this happy group were interrupted at
1:00 p.m. The zone overseer called the meeting
to order. As roll was called, each missionary told
his country of origin, Gilead class number, and
years in foreign service. How encouraging it was
to see missionaries from as far back as the sev-
enth class still active and faithful in their assign-
ment after some 37 years! Following the present-
ing of information on the establishment of Gilead
School in 1943, the zone overseer warmly com-
mended the missionaries for learning the difficult
Japanese language. Next, questions were enter-
tained on improving the Bible educational service
offered to the people of Japan. A lively exchange
followed.

Experienced ministers told how they use the
booklet “Look! I Am Making All Things New" to
give an overall view of the Bible’s historical record
and teachings. Regarding this discussion, one
missionary summed up everyone’s feelings like
this: “It was so satisfying to know how much the
brothers at headquarters care about helping the
work here—just knowing that keeps us going.” All
the missionaries were overjoyed at being able to
“share in the meeting” and, as they said, “express
our needs for effectively carrying out the ministry

that is so close to our hearts.” One missionary
appreciated that such interest on the part of
Jehovah's organization truly “showed an effort
to understand the situation” there. Another de-
dared, “We were especially glad for the sugges-
tion to prepare various presentations to cope
with the problem of frequent territory coverage.”

After this animated discussion, the missionar-
ies were next treated to spiritually stimulating
answers to Bible questions. Some said, “This pre-
sentation was reminiscent of Gilead days.” An-
other noted: “It helped me to be determined really
to dig into God’'s Word.” All then adjourned to one
of the dining rooms for refreshments and to get
reacquainted with those from distant assign-
ments. The evening was spent considering many
interesting experiences as told by missionaries
who shared in them. One involved a young worn-
an who was moved to learn the truth because as
a child she had observed the fine conduct of busy
missionaries who lived near her home in Naga-
saki. Today, both she and her husband are in the
truth! Another told of a good Bible study that was
started because the missionary had made “that
one last call” at the end of the day.

Filled with renewed zeal and enthusiasm, the
missionaries returned home to their assignments
refreshed and grateful for the personal care ex-
tended to them by Jehovah through his loving
organization. On the following Sunday, the zone
overseer, A. D. Schroeder, addressed by tele-
phone tie-in an audience of 174,959 assembled
throughout Japan. As the climax to his talk, he
released the Japanese edition of the 1,792-page
New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures
— With References—another fine new instru-
ment for use by Japan’s 102,206 Witnesses!
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Finding Joy
In the Gift of Marriage

“What God has yoked together let no man put apart.”—matthew 19:6.

are no doubt familiar to millions of
people in Christendom, who make up a
large portion of the world’s population, for
they are the words of the Lord Jesus as he
spoke to the religious Pharisees of his day.
While the words may be familiar, what
about the meaning of the statement of
Jesus? Is the import of such advice fol-
lowed by mankind in general? Let us see.

ARE those words familiar to you? They

the marriage arrangement and for con-
tinuing that which God has yoked togeth-
er. Divorce has reached what could be
described as epidemic proportions in coun-
try after country. In lands where divorce
is not legally permitted by the govern-
ment, the picture is no brighter, for in
such lands people often leave marriage
mates and take up living with someone
else. So the worthy advice of Jesus at

2 In many lands today, there is very Matthew 19:6 is not being heeded by mil-

little regard on the part of the people for

1What familiar words of Jesus are well known
in Christendom, but what questions are there in
connection therewith?

2-4. (a) What is the situation today in many
lands as far as heeding Jesus’ words at Matthew
19:6 is concerned? (b) What attitude is revealed
by those who ignore the Bible’s advice on the
permanency of marriage?
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lions of people in Christendom and else-
where. Is this because the advice Jesus
gave is bad, or is it because people do not
listen when Jesus speaks, and they care
little about the advice of Jesus in this
regard?

3 The evidence is that a large percentage

of people do not view marriage as a life-



time contract if it interferes with their
own life-styles and desires. To such ones,
a marriage need be only a temporary ar-
rangement if it interferes with one’s pur-
suits, likes, or dislikes. So it would almost
seem that as easily as one sheds a coat or
a hat, others shed a marriage mate, never
thinking for a moment about the advice
Jesus gave to those who enter into the
marriage relationship.

4With this everybody’s-doing-it atti-
tude so prevalent, those wishing to follow
the secure advice of the Bible can be influ-
enced in a manner that leads them away
from the good teaching of God’s Word.
Fine counsel is given by the printed page
and orally, but failure to heed the Bi-
ble’s advice can lead to marriage prob-
lems. (Compare Psalm 19:7-11.) If we
adopt the attitude that anything in mar-
riage interfering with our life-style, our
pleasures, our desires, can be changed by
our not abiding by God’s directions on
marriage, then we are in danger. To have
such an attitude brings us face to face
with one of mankind’s greatest problems,
that of selfishness. For generally it is self-
ishness that lies at the root of marriage
problems. Why do we say that?

The Role of Sin

5Men and women, offspring of Adam
and Eve, are born in sin and imperfection.
This means that because of the inheri-
tance of sin, man misses the mark and is
lawless to one degree or another. (1 John
3:4) The apostle Paul spoke of the tremen-
dous burden sin places upon mankind, for
he found himself doing what he did not
want to do and not doing what he should
do. (Romans 7:15-20) Anyone deliberately
breaking God’s law is selfish. With some
individuals it may be selfishness on a

5 How does the apostle Paul at Romans 7:15-20
outline the problem we have as a result of being
born in sin?

small scale, but with others it becomes the
total way of life, and their selfishness
becomes gross.

6In the arrangement of marriage insti-
tuted by God, it is selfishness that is often
at the root of a problem between marriage
mates. The woman who wants to be waited
on hand and foot, as the expression goes,
as she may have been spoiled by her moth-
er or father, is basically selfish. The man
who wants to continue a life-style of sin-
gleness, that of always being with the
“boys” after his marriage, is basically self-
ish. Think about all the ways in which
husband and wife have differences, and
you will see that selfishness is at the root
of so many of the problems.

7In striving to cope with the problems
occurring in marriage, how does one over-
come this inborn tendency toward selfish-
ness? There are a number of things that
can be done and which, when applied, can
help a marriage that is foundering. But
each partner in the marriage arrangement
has to be willing to do his or her share. It
is not a one-way street. Let us examine
some of the factors involved.

Unselfishness in Marriage

8Marriage is a sharing, meaning that
neither marriage partner can take the oth-
er for granted and feel that only as long
as one of the partners gives and the other
takes will all be well. That will not work
to the blessing of either. For example, the
relatives on both sides have to be taken
into consideration. This should not be al-
lowed to become a sore point in the mar-
riage arrangement, so that one’s own
parents or other relatives are taken into
consideration and not those of one’s mate.
Where a family will spend vacations or
other periods of relaxation should not al-

6 7. What are two problems selfishness causes
78marriage, leading us to what logical question?
How is marriage a sharing?
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ways be one-sided decisions. Thoughtful
concern shown in such matters will help
make a marriage successful. Never take
each other for granted but display unself-
ishness.—Philippians 2:4.

The Age Factor

9Because of the prevailing view among
many of this generation that if a marriage
does not work out it can be terminated in
divorce, many young people start out with
that light view of the marriage arrange-
ment. This can and does lead to breakups
of many teenage marriages. It also leads
to bringing many unwanted children into
the world. These young ones often grow
up never knowing what it is to have a
mother and a father who deeply love and
care for them.

OHow old should a person be before
considering marriage? It would not be the
course of wisdom to make rules on this
score. Yet the Scriptures give good advice
on what constitutes mental and spiritual
maturity—the kind of maturity needed by
those entering married life. Please read
Galatians 5:22, 23, wherein you will find
listed the fruitage of the spirit. Examine
carefully each one of the fruits there men-
tioned. Those are the qualities that one
needs to cultivate in life. It is not after
marriage that a person should begin show-
ing such qualities but long before in his
daily life as a Christian.

N For example, are you a person who is
joyful in life, happy to be alive, serving the
interests of the Kingdom of Christ? Are
you at peace with others, promoting
peaceful relations with them? Or are you
contentious, given to fits of anger and

9. To what unfortunate results does a light view
arriage lead?
In what ways can Galatians 5:22, 23 be of
help to those considering marriage?
11. What self-examination may be made by
those contemplating marriage?
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abusive speech? Are you long-suffering,
able to put up with the weaknesses of your
brother or sister, mother or father? Or are
you short-tempered and prone to anger if
others do not immediately line up with
what you want? Do you find that you show
kindness to others in your dealings with
them, being mild and doing good to them?
Or are you selfish, egotistical, lacking in
self-control, apt to fly off at others with
the least provocation? Have you genuine
love for others, wanting to help them,
going out of your way, giving of yourself
and your resources to bring happiness to
others? Or do you want others to show
love toward you, always giving to you
from their resources?

It is correct to say that none of us
have these qualities in a perfect way.
However, the man or the woman who has
been molded by some years of life, and
who has had an opportunity to cultivate
such spiritual qualities, is in a fine posi-
tion to make a success of marriage—a
much better position than that of the per-
son who does not start trying to master
these fruits of the spirit until after the
marriage vows.—Compare 2 Peter 1:5-8.

BWhy not honestly examine yourself,
your likes and dislikes? Do you not see
that your appreciation for life has been
enhanced by the passage of time? Did you
have the same values at 13 that you had
at 5, or the same values at 20 that you had
at 13? Has your understanding and appre-
ciation for life grown or lessened as you
have gained greater experience over the
years? Do you now, as an adult, look for
the same qualities in people that you did

QThe man or the woman whose life has been
molded prior to marriage holds what advantage?
13, 14. (a) What opportunity does the passage
of time provide with regard to cultivating spiri-
tual values? (b) What can parents do to assist
their children?



as a child? Is it not often true that the
“only” boy in a girl’s life when she is 16 or
17 years old is long forgotten as she grows
to womanhood and attaches greater im-
portance to a man’s godly traits and per-
sonality? Her view at 22 or 23 years of age
will likely be centered more on the spiri-
tual, mental, and emotional aspects of a
man than on the physical characteristics.
The same can be said for the young boy
growing to manhood. His hopes and aspi-
rations as far as a wife is concerned ripen
as he matures. In his later years, as values
change, what he will look for in a marriage
mate is someone who is understanding
and kind, who has ability to be a home-
maker and a mother, and who has in her
heart a deep-seated desire to please first
her Creator, Jehovah, and to do his will.
—DProverbs 31:10, 26, 27.

UThe point of the matter is that time
changes a person’s outlook on values.
Therefore, rushing into matrimony at a
young age is fraught with many dangers.
It may not be possible to persuade two
very young persons to wait for some time
to pass before entering into a marriage.
But parents, especially in the early years
of their children’s lives, can encourage
them to think seriously about life, about
being spiritually, emotionally, and men-
tally prepared for marriage before enter-
ing into a lifetime contract with another
individual for better or for worse.

BThis is not to say that marrying when
one is older is the total answer either.
There can be problems then as well, espe-
dally if the attitude of selfishness is al-
lowed to creep in and drive a wedge be-
tween two people. The mental, emotional,
and spiritual needs of each one in the
marriage bond must be taken into con-

15. Since late marriage is not always the answer
to all problems, what counsel is provided about
keeping the right outlook?

Honest self-examination can reveal
faults for us to remedy

sideration. Some Christians have allowed
themselves to become deeply involved in
secular work, to the exclusion of con-
gregational activity, including attending
meetings and sharing in the preaching
and disciple-making work. Then they try
to make up for what they feel is a lack in
their lives by indulging in a lot of recre-
ation. They seem to think that as long
as they are occupied, their problems will
somehow be solved for now, and then in
the New Order of things they will get
around to each other’s needs emotionally,
mentally, and spiritually. But life does not
work that way. Paul’s advice was that a
man should care for his wife as he does
for his own body. (Ephesians 5:28) That
means giving attention now to the needs
of his mate, even as he daily gives atten-
tion to his own needs. The same can be
said for the woman.
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A Balanced Approach to Married Life

BA balanced approach to life will assist
in a balanced approach to marriage. The
balanced person will realize that due to
inherited selfish tendencies he must at all
times work to overcome such blemishes. It
is so easy never to think of the needs of
others as coming before one’s personal
wants. The small child wants all the toys
and generally, if not properly trained by
the parents, will not share these with oth-
ers. His selfishness will, in later years,
stretch into other fields. Thus we often
find the teenagers and young adults want-
ing things exclusively their own way, and
in their quest for satisfying their wants,
they are unconcerned that others may be
hurt or suffer. In later adult years, such
persons are always craving what they like,
not caring in the least about the needs of
others.

IrThe balanced person will not deprive
himself entirely, but he will manage his
individual life so that others, too, are tak-
en into consideration. He will ask what he
can do to assist others, to give of himself
and of what he has to benefit others. He
will not insist on having his own way first,
last, and always. The book of Proverbs
says: “The generous soul will itself be

16-18. (a) Why is a balanced approach to life
and marriage necessary, and how are we cau-
tioned with regard to our wants and others’
needs? (b) Why is it good to ponder on such
matters before marriage?

made fat, and the one freely watering
others will himself also be freely watered.”
—Proverbs 11:25.

BFollowing such a course in single life
will be most beneficial to a person later in
married life. His or her mate will always
be taken into consideration in any deci-
sions made. Rather than thinking of mar-
riage as an experiment or a temporary
arrangement, such a person will look at
marriage as the permanent arrangement
Jehovah God had in mind when he joined
the first human pair together in Eden.
(Genesis 2:22-24) At every turn, efforts
will be made to keep the marriage togeth-
er, to help the mate, as both grow in
appreciation for God and for each other.

In Summary

©“What God has yoked together let no
man put apart.” Yes, those words of coun-
sel by Jesus are filled with meaning for
the true Christian. Marriage is no experi-
mental arrangement that can be dropped
if one finds the going difficult. We must
constantly battle the imperfect flesh to
keep the human tendency to selfishness in
check and so gain God’s approval. (Com-
pare Romans 7:21-25.) To make a success
of the marriage contract, both partners
must learn to give and take, to provide

19-21. (a) How can we make sure we will not
view marriage as just an experimental arrange-
ment? (b) What should be borne in mind by all
persons, young or old, who seek genuine happi-
ness in marriage?

In review, how would you answer the following?
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What attitudes toward marriage are to be avoided?

How may mates cope with inborn tendencies toward sin?
Why should youthful Christians not rush into marriage?
What balanced approach to married life is recommended?



and be provided for, and never to take
the other for granted.—Ephesians 5:
21-23, 28, 33.

20And while no set age can be insisted
upon as a rule of law for a person wanting
to get married, beyond that which is set
as the legal age by government, each one
can certainly bear in mind the need to
grow spiritually in harmony with Gala-
tians 5:22, 23, in order to be a well-
qualified marriage mate. Time does indeed
change the outlook of a person. Hence, no
one should rush into marriage. First, let
each one cultivate the Christian personal-
ity so as to be properly prepared for the

T he Beauty

marriage yoke. And never forget that no
one should put apart that which God has
joined together.—Matthew 19:4-6.

2By taking the balanced approach to
life and then to marriage, one can find
genuine joy and happiness in the arrange-
ment ordained by Jehovah God himself for
man and woman, as shown by the first
marriage in Eden. (Proverbs 5:18) But
just what can each one further do in life
to prove himself or herself prepared to
take on the role of husband or wife? Read,
please, what follows on this matter as
regards the personality of Christian men
and women.

of the Christian Personality

“Put On the new personality which was created according to God’s
will in true righteousness and loyalty.”—ephesians 4:24.

HERE is a saying that ‘beauty is in the
Teyes of the beholder,” meaning that
beauty is relative. What is the beauty of
a Christian man or a Christian woman?
That is what we want to discuss now.

Defining Beauty in the Christian Man

appearance, becoming as it may be, means
little if he is empty-headed in his reason-
ing. If he is proud, rude, uncouth, and
ignorant, he does not attract—he repels. If
his manners show him to be unapprecia-
tive, he certainly can be a cause for stum-
bling to others. If he is only concerned

2 Let us begin by considering the quali- with himself and how he looks or impress-

ties that give a Christian man the pleasant
appearance that will cause others to be
pleased to be in his company. Physical
qualities alone do not make a “man of
God.” (1 Timothy 6:11) A man’s outward

What beauty do we here desire to describe?
Why do physical attributes alone fail to make
a man of God?

es others, he will not be the kind of person
with whom others want to associate.

3 Rather, a man of God will have culti-

vated the qualities of justice, mercy, love,

3, 4. (@) What are some of the qualities of a
man of God as exemplified by the man Jesus
Christ? (b) How would you explain some of the
characteristics of a man of God?
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The spiritual man displays qualities that

draw others to him

and kindness. Jesus Christ was not known
for his perfect body but for his loyalty to
principle and to truth. His way of teaching
identified him as one who spoke with au-
thority from God. (Matthew 7:28, 29; John
7:46) A man of God will not be corrupted
by the desire for power or prominence. The
advantages of a certain position cannot
buy him. He is a man who possesses will-
power. He loves humility and will not lie.
He displays a wholesome fear of Jehovah.
(Proverbs 22:4) These are some of the
qualities that are to be found in a man of
God.

4 A man of God has conscience, a good

heart, and proper motive. (1 Timothy 1.5;
Proverbs 4:23) He will not do things that
violate his conscience, ignoring righteous
principles. Having a good heart and proper
motive, he will not use devious methods in
his dealings with others. (Hebrews 13:18)
He will not allow his good motives to be
undermined by unclean conduct and ac-
tions. (Hosea 4:11) He consistently disci-
plines himself to keep his heart from be-
coming treacherous. In word and in deed
he stands out as a man of principle.
—Psalm 15:1, 2.
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5A man of God has com-

passion for others, is forgiv-

ing and kind. A compassion-

ate man is a sympathetic

man. He can show empathy

and understanding when

others have problems that

are difficult to deal with and

that bring anxiety. More

than that, he can be forgiv-

ing when someone does him

wrong. He can rise above the

instinctive desire to repay

injury for injury and reviling

for reviling. Truly he fits the

words of 1 Peter 3:8, 9. By

bestowing a blessing rather

than a cursing, he shows himselfto be kind

and in control of those baser desires that

mark the petty man, the man without abil-

ity to be compassionate, forgiving, and
kind to others.—Ephesians 4:31, 32.

6  Another outstanding quality marking a

man of God is his generosity. And if mar-
ried, he is a true husband and an honest
father. In his capacity as a married person,
the man of God has a tremendous opportu-
nity to be an influence and pattern for good
both for his wife and for his children. (Co-
lossians 3:19, 21) In the matter of being
generous, such a man follows the fine advice
ofthe Lord Jesus Christ, who said: “Practice
giving, and people will give to you. They will
pour into your laps a fine measure, pressed
down, shaken together and overflowing. For
with the measure that you are measuring
out, they will measure outto you inreturn.”
(Luke 6:38) In his family relationships, such
a man wfil indeed care for those of his
household. But he will also follow the fine

5. What role does compassion play in the life of

gnan of God?

(@) What other outstanding qualities of a
man of God are there, and what do they mean?
(b) What view will such a man’s wife and chil-
dren have of him?



admonition of Ephesians 4:28, to do “what
is good work, that he may have something to
distribute to someone in need.” As a true
husband, the man of God will keep fidelity in
the marriage arrangement. His wife will be
able to have complete trust and confidence
in him as a man that truly is one with her in
the marriage bond. (Proverbs 5:18, 19) Ad-
ditionally, if there are children, he will show
himself to be an honest father, not a cheater
or dishonest in his dealings with others.
Thus, he will inculcate the principles of
honesty in his children. (Proverbs 4:157)
What a fine example such a man is to the
impressionable mind of his children! They
will be able to look to him as a loyal man, an
integrity keeper.—Proverbs 11:3, 4.

71In this respect also, the man of God will
watch that he and his family do not accumu-
late burdensome debts, knowing that these
can lead to trying problems. This, of course,
means he will not allow himself and his
family to live beyond their means. He is a
person who will count the cost before em-
barking on a particular course. (Luke 14:
28307) He can deny himself in the present
time for the sake of the future and is able to
give up the seen for the unseen, as it were.
(Compare Hebrews 11:8107.) Living in this
way will help the man of God to maintain his
Christian scruples in his everyday living.

8In the lives of all mankind, due to sin and
imperfection, it is necessary to face up to
unpleasant circumstances at times. But the
man of God will be courageous and princi-
pled in such situations, after the pattern set
by Jesus. (John 16:33) In the strength of his
God, Jehovah, he will face the difficult prob-
lems with courage, relying on Jehovah for
help and guidance.—Proverbs 18:10.

9A true man of God is the master of his

7. What balanced view of indebtedness will be
en by the man of God?
How will such a man face unpleasant circum-
stances in his life?
9. How would you describe the moral life of a
man seeking to please Jehovah?

body. That is, he keeps his desires and
passions under control, aware that his
body is a proper servant but a very bad
master. He remembers constantly the in-
spired words of the apostle Paul: “I pum-
mel my body and lead it as a slave.” (1 Co-
rinthians 9:27) Therefore, he seeks always
to cultivate that fruit “of the spirit . . .
self-control,” avoiding those things that
would corrupt him. (Galatians 5:22, 23) He
is wise in knowing that giving in to im-
moral thinking can lead to immoral action.
Again, his reliance is on his God, Jehovah,
and the strength He supplies.—Philippi-
ans 4:13.

AnNd finally, the man of God can admit
his mistakes, say he is sorry, express such
sorrow to his marriage mate and to others
he may offend or hurt in one way or anoth-
er due to his imperfections. He can go to
Jehovah and with a clean heart ask to be
forgiven of his sins because he has asked
his wife, his fellowman, his children, to
forgive him. The ability to say, “I’m sorry,
I was wrong” is indeed the mark of a real
man, especially of a man of God.—Mat-
thew 18:21, 22; Mark 11:25.

I Would you not say that a man, a hus-
D 11. (a) What redeeming quality is exhibited
by a man of God when he makes errors in

judgment? (b) What pattern will family heads
follow with regard to family study?
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wife loves and is loved

band, a father, of that caliber would have
the help of Jehovah? (Psalm 54:4) Indeed,
he would be equipped to cope with the
problems that this modern world brings on
all of us due to Satan’s designs and pur-
pose to wreck everything good, including
marriage and the happy family unit. He
would look after the spirituality of family
members, leading them in regular study of
God’s Word and in prayer, after the pat-
tern of faithful servants of God in Bible
times.—Deuteronomy 11:18-21; Proverbs
7:1-3.

thing about a woman of
God: “Charm may be false,
and prettiness may be vain;
but the woman that fears
Jehovah is the one that pro-
cures praise for herself.”
(Proverbs 31:30) How, then,
does a woman acquire those
qualities that endear her to
her husband and children,
or to others if she is single,
and make her a person that
others enjoy being near? To
begin with, a woman of God
is an openhearted person,
meaning that she is gener-
ous, desirous of helping oth-
ers in whatever ways she is able, materi-
ally or spiritually. When there are those
in need, she is among the first to want to
help, taking a genuine interest in the
needs of others. But, of course, she bal-
ances such interest with the care and
attention she, if married, must give to
her own family.—Titus 2:3-5.

UFurther, such a woman is humble-
minded, not haughty; kind, not surly;
tidy, not unkempt; sympathetic, not bel-
ligerent. And, if married, she strives to
follow the counsel that the apostle gives

©  But there is more to consider. There isat 1 Peter 3:1-5.

also the role of the wife in coping with
problems in the family. Let us now give
our attention to those qualities she will
want to cultivate in her life.—Proverbs
19:14.

Defining Beauty
in the Christian Woman

13 The book of Proverbs tells us some-

12. What important role will we next consider?
13, 14. What steps can a woman take to win the
approval of Jehovah and, if she is married, of her
family, and what was the apostle Peter’s counsel
at 1 Peter 3:15" to womankind?
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BAdditionally, a woman of God is not
worldly-wise, but she strives to cultivate
spirituality. She is an earnest reader of
the Bible and is interested in applying its
principles in her life. (Psalm 119:66) This
is not done in self-interest, only wanting
knowledge for herself, but, rather, she
has in mind sharing the good things she
learns, both in the Christian ministry
and in day-to-day contacts with neigh-

15. (a) What goal should a woman of God have,
and how may she attain it? (b) How is she
supportive of her husband? (c) Why does she
continue to be loved in the family circle?



bors, relatives, and friends. A Christian
husband enjoys a wife with whom he can
converse on spiritual matters, as his com-
plement, someone who also appreciates
spiritual things and wants to share with
him in coming to know Jehovah better.
(Proverbs 9:9, 10) So a woman of God is
discerning and understanding. If mar-
ried, she is aware of her role as her hus-
band’s complement. She is supportive of
her husband in giving spiritual instrue-
tion to the children, especially when he is
absent from the home. (Compare 2 Timo-
thy 1:2, 5; 2 John 1, 2.) She will continue
to be loving and loved in the family circle
long after the beauty of youth may have
faded. Her husband can count on her for
good and just observations, sound opin-
ions, and sincere encouragement, because
she is amiable and sensible. (Proverbs
25:11) It was when Abigail acted with
discernment and promptitude that Da-
vid said: “Blessed be your sensibleness.”
—1 Samuel 25:32, 33.

16The modest influence for good that a
wife exercises in support of her husband
will not be that of sharp, bitter, or sar-
castic words. Favor is won by gracious
looks, fitly spoken words, tender acts of
love, industriousness, by gentle kindness
and deep understanding. (Compare Prov-
erbs 25:11; 31:10-28; 1 Thessalonians
2:7.) Meekness, faith, modesty, these are
the things that win lasting dearness for
the woman of God.—Psalm 37:11; He-
brews 11:11, 31, 35; Proverbs 11:2.

I7Another outstanding quality of a
woman of God is her ability to show sym-
pathy and affection. (Romans 12:10) Her
fairest ornament is love, which will pre-
vent her from being disagreeable in little

16. What kind of words and actions identify a
woman of God?
17. Of what value is the quality of love to the
woman of God?

things. How beautifully that love is de-
scribed at 1 Corinthians 13:47°. Accord-
ing to The New English Bible, it reads:
“Love is patient; love is kind and envies
no one. Love is never boastful, nor con-
ceited, nor rude; never selfish, not quick
to take offence. Love keeps no score of
wrongs; does not gloat over other men’s
sins, but delights in the truth. There is
nothing love cannot face; there is no limit
to its faith, its hope, and its endurance.”

What Are We?

BThe big question now is: Can each of
us be identified as a Christian person,
whether married or single? Are there
areas wherein we can see the need to
make further adjustments as we seek to
be pleasing to Jehovah and to our fel-
lowman? More than likely, any self-
examination we undertake will show up
areas in which we can improve. But what
a joy it is to observe such improvement in
ourselves and, more than that, to have
others notice and comment on the chang-
es we make because of our closely follow-
ing the Word of God and its teachings!
—2 Corinthians 13:5; 1 Timothy 4:15, 16.

BIn pursuing a life of singleness, a
person can strive to cultivate these qual-
ities. (1 Corinthians 7:32) And when the
day may come that one decides to get
married, such qualities will certainly
serve well for the one who has cultivated
them. Among those married, continued
cultivation of Christian virtues will result
in great happiness and joy. (Philippians
4:8, 9) Solving problems takes the effort
of both partners in the marriage ar-
rangement. Willingness to recognize and
change one’s disagreeable habits can con-

18. What personal questions do each of us now
face, and what will self-examination do?

19. How should we go about solving problems
that we face in the pursuit of a peaceful, godly
life?
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Single Christians can cultivate
the new personality for a full
and joyful life

tribute greatly toward putting on a pleas-
ing Christian personality. (Colossians 3:
8-10) Remember, too, the mark of a
Christian man or a Christian woman is
that ability to say, “I’'m sorry, please for-
give me.” We all make mistakes. When
we admit them, we give evidence of culti-
vating rich qualities of modesty and hu-
mility.—Micah 6:8; James 3:2.

D  How appropriate are these words
Paul to the congregation in Colossae:
“Then put on the garments that suit

Z) What appropriate words of the apostle Paul
at Colossians 3:12-17 are helpful and fitting for
all?

God’s chosen people, his own, his beloved-,
compassion, kindness, humility, gentle-
ness, patience. Be forbearing with one
another, and forgiving, where any of you
has cause for complaint: you must forgive
as the Lord forgave you. To crown all,
there must be love, to bind all together
and complete the whole. Let Christ’s
peace be arbiter in your hearts; to this
peace you were called as members of a
single body. And be filled with gratitude.
Let the message of Christ dwell among
you in all its richness. Instruct and ad-
monish each other with the utmost wis-
dom. Sing thankfully in your hearts to
God, with psalms and hymns and spiritu-
al songs. Whatever you are doing, wheth-
er you speak or act, do everything in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father through him.”—Colos-
sians 3:12-17, NEB.

2l The fine examples in the Bible, and

also in the Christian congregation in this
20th century, should be an encourage-
ment to one and all to continue work-
ing on the new personality. (Ephesians
4:22-24) By doing this, we will become a
blessing to all those with whom we asso-
ciate. Moreover, many others to whom we
take the Kingdom message will be im-

of pressed and encouraged, not only by our

words but also by the zeal and good con-
duct that they see in the global family of
Jehovah’s Witnesses.—John 13:34, 35.

21. How can our conduct and activity encourage
others?

In summary of the above, what would you say?

|
d
|
|

26 THE WATCHTOWER-NOVEMBER 1, 1985

What qualities are to be cultivated by the man of God?

How will the Christian man care for his wife and family?
The Christian woman is distinguished by what virtues?

How may single persons build wisely for the future?



Modern Stewardship
of God’s Sacred Word

The New Reference Bible

EHOVAH’S faithful servants in all
J ages have relied on the accurate re-
cording and transmission of God’ in-
spired written Word. During the 1,500
years that the nation of Israel was under
the Law covenant, about 30 Israelite pen-
men were used to record God’s Word in
what became the 39 books of the Hebrew
Scriptures. One of these penmen, Moses,
indicated that these sacred ‘re-
vealed things’were entrusted to
the Israelites as part of their
divine education as God’s “holy
nation.” (Deuteronomy 29:29;
Exodus 19:6) Jesus alluded to
the Jews as being the custo-
dians of Scriptural knowledge
when he said: “Salvation origi-
nates with the Jews.” (John
4:22; Luke 11:52) Paul the apos-
tie confirmed that the Jews
“were entrusted with the sacred pro-
nouncements of God.”—Romans 3:2.

During the centuries preceding our
Common Era, the Israelites were a literate
people. Trained scribes among them pro-
duced scrolls containing highly accurate
copies of the Sacred Scriptures that then
existed, and these were widely distributed
both in Palestine itself and among the
Jews and proselytes scattered throughout
the nations.—1 Chronicles 2:55; Acts 8:
4, 27, 28.

A significant event worthy of being not-
ed in the Divine Record occurred in
29 C.E., when Jesus was baptized and
became Jehovah’s Anointed One, or Mes-

siah. Thereafter, he proved to be the fore-
most publisher of sacred truth. (Matthew
4:4, 10, 17) Although Jesus personally did
no Bible writing, his words were later
written down on scrolls by his loyal disci-
pies under inspiration of the holy spirit.
(John 16:13) On the day of Pentecost of
33 C.E., after his resurrection and ascen-
sion, Jesus began to organize a new con-
gregation made up of believing
Israelites and proselytes. (Acts
2:1-11) Soon, Samaritans and
Gentiles were invited to become
part of it. Members of this
growing international, yet unit-
ed, congregation came to be
called Christians and formed
the new spiritual “Israel of
God.” (Galatians 6:16; Acts 11
26) This new organization was
entrusted with publishing spir-
itual truth, and Jesus called it “the faith-
ful and discreet slave.”—Matthew 24:
45-47; Luke 12:42-44.

In time, eight Jewish members of this
congregation were inspired to produce an
additional 27 books, this time writing
mainly in Greek. (2 Peter 3:15, 16) Thus,
the Divine Library’s official catalog of Bi-
ble books increased to 66, penned by about
40 inspired natural Jews. Early Christians
were eager to publish the Word of God,
and Paul reports that in his day the good
news had been “preached in all creation
that is under heaven.” (Colossians 1:23)
Paul also explained that Christians were
the new stewards entrusted with “the
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greatly diversified wisdom of God”—refer-
ring not only to the inspired books them-
selves but also to their message.—Ephe-
sians 3:10.

Bible translator Edgar Goodspeed, in
his book Christianity Goes to Press
(1940), showed that this zeal to publish
lasted well into the second century of our
Common Era: “All this presents a picture
of the early Christians quite unlike that
usually offered by historians. They were
to an unusual extent a book-buying and
book-reading people. They were also a
translating and publishing people. ... [In
140 C.E.] Christian publishers . . . resort-
ed to the leaf-book form, the codex, and
found it so practical . . . and convenient
that it became their characteristic book
form.”

What about spiritual Israel in our
times? True to what Jesus said, his follow-
ers have been doing even greater works
than he himself did. (John 14:12) Records
show that from 1879 to 1984 Jehovah’s
modern-day witnesses have distributed
more than 8.8 billion tracts, pamphlets,
magazines, Bibles, and Bible study aids,
all containing spiritual instruction for the
world public.

In what other way has the modern
“faithful and discreet slave,” assisted
since 1935 by “a great crowd” of “other
sheep,” acted as the modern steward of
the Sacred Scriptures? (Revelation 7:
9, 10; John 10:16) Over the past hundred
years, members of the anointed remnant
have kept abreast of the discoveries of
early Bible manuscripts. Eventually an
anonymous committee of anointed Wit-
nesses of Jehovah produced, between 1950
and 1960, the New World Translation of
the Holy Scriptures in English. This was
a completely new translation, untouched
and unfettered by Christendom’s religious
traditions.

In this way the fine fabric of inspired
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words written thousands of years ago in
languages not read by most people today
was made available in a new, fresh way.
The original printings of the World
Translation also contained helpful foot-
notes and appendixes, which the New
Catholic Encyclopedia of 1967 described
as “an impressive critical apparatus.” In
time, the New World Translation was
made available in several other languages
to facilitate accurate Bible study interna-
tionally.

At the “Kingdom Increase” District
Conventions of Jehovah’s Witnesses, held
in the summer of 1984, a new edition of
the New World Translation with refer-
ences was released in English. This con-
tains not only a revision of the New World
Translation text but also 125,000 margin-
al, or cross, references, as an aid in Bible
study. Additionally, there are more than
11,400 enlightening footnotes, containing
vital textual information as well as alter-
nate renderings, that make this Reference
Bible, in effect, a multiversion translation.
There are indexes of Bible and footnote
words, and 43 Appendix sections giving
important information about the trans-
mission of the text and Bible authenticity.
Truly, this new Reference Bible makes up-
to-date Bible scholarship available to the
student of the Sacred Scriptures.

Earth wide, the Watch Tower Society
has a large staff of loyal, careful transla-
tors who are busy at this time preparing
versions of the Reference Bible in other
principal languages. As a person makes
use of its several reference systems, he
will enjoy learning why various Bible
texts need to be rendered in certain ways
so as to be accurate. Consider some exam-
pies.

The Name Jehovah

The value of the footnotes and the ap-
pendix sections in the Reference Bible is






The Numbering of
the Ten Commandments

The New World Translation footnotes
give helpful information as to why dif-
ferences exist between it and some other
translations and why its renderings are
reliable. For example, what is the proper
way of dividing the text of the Ten Com-
mandments? These commandments are
found in the Bible in Exodus 20:117". In the
Reference Bible, each separate command-
ment is written as a separate paragraph.
Thus, the first commandment takes in vers-
es 2 and 3. The second is covered in verses
4 to 6. The third is found in verse 7, and so
forth. Not all would agree with this way of
dividing the commandments. Hence, how
do we know that it is correct?

A footnote to Exodus 20:17 gives this
explanation: “This division of the Ten
Commandments, vss 2-17, is the natu-
ral division. It agrees with the first-
century C.E. Jewish historian Josephus

. who divide[d] off vs 3 as the first
commandment, vss 4-6 as the second com-
mandment and vs 17, which forbids all
covetousness, as the tenth commandment.
Others, including Augustine, consider
vss 3-6 as one commandment but divide
vs 17 into two commandments, the ninth
against coveting a fellowman’s house and
the tenth against coveting his living pos-
sessions ... Augustine’s division has been
adopted by the Roman Catholic religious
system.” However, the New World Trans-
lation follows the “natural division” of Ex-
odus chapter 20 as presented above. Thus
the prohibition against making and bow-
ing down to images receives due emphasis
as the second commandment.

Added Portions From the Septuagint

In preparing the New World Transla-
tion, editions of the Greek Septuagint, the
Syriac Peshitta, the Latin Vulgate and
several other early manuscripts were ex-
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amined. For example, observe Habakkuk
2:4. In the second half of this verse, the
main text reads: “But as for the righteous
one, by his faithfulness he will keep liv-
ing.” This represents what appears in the
traditional Hebrew text. However, the
footnote to these words indicates that the
Greek Septuagint translation contains ad-
ditional material not found in the Hebrew
text: “If anyone shrinks back my soul. . .
has no pleasure in him.” This is of interest
when we note that the apostle Paul quoted
from Habakkuk 2:4, writing in his letter
to the Hebrews: “But my righteous one
will live by reason of faith,” and, ‘if he
shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in
him.”” (Hebrews 10:38) Hence, Paul’s quo-
tation included the additional words found
in the Septuagint version.

This reminds us of the fact that Paul
and other writers of the inspired Chris-
tian Greek Scriptures often used the Sep-
tuagint version when quoting from earli-
er inspired writings. Since this version
varies in some places from the traditional
Hebrew text, their quotations sometimes
contain material that is not found in the
Hebrew text (as in the above example). In
using this variant material, the Christian
Bible writers made it part of the inspired
record, and in such cases the footnotes in
the Reference Bible are an invaluable aid
in identifying the sources of quotations.

The above are only a few examples of
the thousands of footnotes available in the
Hebrew Scriptures section of the new Ref-
erence Bible. All these references support
the accuracy and clarity of the New World
Translation and its value in promoting
Bible education. In the next issue of The
Watchtower, interesting footnote infor-
mation taken from the Christian Greek
Scriptures, as found in the new Refer-
ence
proves to be a modern stewardship of
God’s Sacred Word.

B i b | e will be presented. Truly, there



Questions From Readers

m Does a “Declaration Pledging Faithfulness” in an existing marital
relationship have the same permanence as a legalized marriage?

This has reference to the spe-
cial arrangement granted only in
those countries where divorce
from a previous mate is not al-
lowed under the law. Christians
are appropriately interested in
this matter, for God’s Word shows
how seriously he views the mari-
tal arrangement. In fact, the apos-
tie Paul wrote: “Let marriage be
honorable among all, and the
marriage bed be without defile-
ment, for God will judge fornica-
tors and adulterers.” (Hebrews
13:4) Hence, let us note the sort
of situation giving rise to this
guestion:

The truth finds a couple in a
marital relationship that cannot
be legalized, and yet Christian
baptism is desired by one or both
of the parties. The declaration is
a pledge of faithfulness to this

marital relationship until such
time as it becomes possible to le-
galize the union according to the
law of the land. The Watchtower
of March 15, 1977, page 183,
suggested how the declaration
might be worded and stated:
“Such declaration is viewed as no
less binding than one made be-
fore a marriage officer represent-
ing a Caesar’ government of the
world.”—See Jesus’ words at
Matthew 22:21.

However, what is the situation if
“Caesar” changes the divorce law,
as recently happened in Italy?
Since it is now possible to obtain
a divorce from a previous mate,
the baptized Christian living in a
marital relationship as covered by
the “Declaration Pledging Faith-
fulness” must immediately take
steps, according to the declara-

tion, “to obtain legal recognition
of this relationship.” The first step
would be to obtain a divorce from
the previous mate. The next step
would be to have the marriage
with the present mate legalized.
Even if the present mate is an
unbeliever, that one would need
to consent to this legalizing of
the marriage. If the unbeliever re-
fused to do so, the Christian mate
would have to separate in order
to maintain an approved standing
in the congregation. The reason
for this is that the “Declaration
Pledging Faithfulness” can no
longer be recognized by the con-
gregation as valid, because a way
has now been opened up for legal
marriage.

However, when that way opens
up and the two actually do get
married, such legal marriage is
binding permanently, in contrast
to the “Declaration Pledging
Faithfulness,” which was a sol-
emn interim arrangement.
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How This Marriage
Was Saved

"The application of the
counsel in the book Mak-
ing Your Family Life Happy
saved my marriage," wrote

an appreciative reader from .
South Africa. "Chapter five, Makmg Your

A Wife Who Is Dearly

Loved," opened my eyes. | FAM II—Y LIFE
never imagined in my wild-

est dreams that | could un- H a-p py
wittingly cause so many

problems. Thank you very,

very much. My marriage

had been in most stormy

parts of the sea, and now,

after months, it is back in

the quiet harbour of happi-

ness."
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