uuuuuuuuuu

TheWatchtower

Announcing Jehovah’s Kingdom

Religion and Politics
A Lasting Partnership?



pjLTULmM

The Watchtower*

Announcing Jehovah’s Kingdom

In This Issue

Religion and Politics

— A Lasting Partnership? 3
Religion and Politics

— On a Collision Course? 4
Jesus’ Early Family Life 8

True Christians

Are Kingdom Preachers 10
Teach With Skill and Zeal 15
Kingdom Proclaimers Report 21

Missionary Service

— Come What May! 22
“Walk Worthily ...

With Long-Suffering” 27
Questions From Readers 31

THE PURPOSE OF “THE WATCHTOWER” is
to exalt Jehovah God as the Sovereign of the
universe. It keeps watch on world events as
they fulfill Bible prophecy. It comforts all peo-
pies with the good news that God's Kingdom
will soon destroy those who oppress their
fellowmen and that it will turn the earth into a
paradise. It encourages faith in the now-
reigning King, Jesus Christ, whose shed blood
opens the way for mankind to gain eternal life.
“The Watchtower,” published by Jehovah'’s
Witnesses continuously since 1879, is nonpo-
litical. It adheres to the Bible as its authority.

‘“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
September 1: True Christians Are Kin%gom Preach-
ers. Page 10. Songs to Be Used: 30, 151.

September 8: Teach With Skill and Zeal. Page 15.
Songs to Be Used: 92, 3.

August 1, 1985
Vol. 106, No. 15

Average Printing Each Issue: 11,150,000

Now Published in 103 Languages

SEMIMONTHLY EDITIONS AVAILABLE BY MAIL

Afrikaans, Arabic, Cebuano, Chichewa, Chinese, Cibemba,
Danish, Dutch, Efik, English*, Finnish, French, German, Greek,
Hiligaynon, Igbo, lloko, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Lingala,
Malagasy, Maltese, Norwegian, Portuguese, Russian, Sepedi,
Sesotho, Shona, Spanish, Swahili, Swedish, Tagalog, Thai,
Tswana, Xhosa, Yoruba, Zulu

MONTHLY EDITIONS AVAILABLE BY MAIL

Armenian, Bengali, Bicol, Bulgarian,Croatian, Czech, Ewe, Fijian,
Ga, Greenlandic, Gujarati, Gun, Hausa, Hebrew, Hindi, Hiri Motu,
Hungarian, Icelandic, Kannada, Kikuyu, Kiluba, Malayalam,
Marathi, New Guinea Pidgin, Pangasinan, Papiamento, Polish,
Rarotongan, Romanian, Samar-Leyte, Samoan, Sango, Serbian,
Silozi, Sinhalese, Slovenian, Solomon Islands-Pidgin, Tahitian,
Tamil, Telugu, Tshiluba, Tsonga, Turkish, Twi, Ukrainian, Urdu,
Venda, Vietnamese

*Study articles also available in large-print edition at same cost.

The Bible translation used is the “New World Translation of the
Holy Scriptures,” unless otherwise indicated.

Copyright © 1985 by Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of
Pennsylvania and International Bible Students Association. All
rights reserved. Printed in U.SA.

Twenty cents (U.S.) a copy

Yearly subscription

Watch Tower Society offices Semimonthly

America, U.S., Watchtower, Wallkill, N.Y. 12589 $4.00
Australia, Box 280, Ingleburn, N.S.W. 2565 A$6.00
Canada, Box 4100, Halton Hills (Georgetown), Ontario L7G 4Y4 $5.20
England, The Ridgeway, London NW7 1RN £5.00
Ireland, 29A Jamestown Road, Finglas, Dublin 11 £5.00
New Zealand, 6-A Western Springs Rd., Auckland 3 $10.00
Nigeria, P.O. Box 194, Yaba, Lagos State N6.00

Philippines, P.O. Box 2044, Manila 2800 F50.00
South Africa, Private Bag 2, Elandsfontein, 1406 R5,60

Remittances should be sent to the office in your country or to
Watchtower, Wallkill, N.Y. 12589, U.SA.

Changes of address should reach us 30 days before your
moving date. Give us your old and new address (if possible,
your old address label).

The Watchtower {ISSN 0043-1087) is published semimonthly
for $4.00 (U.S.) per year by Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society
of Pennsylvania, 25 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201.
Second-class postage paid at Brooklyn, N.Y., and at additional
mailing offices.

Postmaster: send address changes to Watchtower,
Wallkill, N.Y. 12589.

Published by

Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society
of Pennsylvania

25 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201, U.SA.
Frederick W. Franz, President



Religion and Politics
A Lasting Partnership?

HE Russian ruler Vladimir | decided
Tone day that his pagan people should
become “Christians.” He himself had been
converted in 987 C.E., after marrying a
Greek Orthodox princess, and he now de-
creed mass baptism of his subjects—at
sword point if necessary. Gradually the
Russian Church gained independence
from its “mother,” the Greek Church,
eventually even becoming a department of
the State. And though the Soviet rulers
today officially deny the existence of God,
Church and State in Russia still maintain
an uneasy partnership.

Centuries later, King Henry VIII of En-
gland also succeeded in forming a close
partnership between Church and State,
though by different methods. In 1532 he
was worried because his wife, Catherine of
Aragon, had failed to pro-
duce a male heir to the
throne. To solve the prob-
lem, Henry secretly mar-
ried his ladylove, Anne
Boleyn. This was with the
connivance of the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, who
pronounced Henry’s first
marriage annulled. In 1534
this adulterer and tyrant
declared himself the head
of the Church of England,
a title enjoyed by En-
gland’s monarch to this
very day. Church Synod
decisions are subject to

The first head of the
Church of England

parliamentary approval, and bishops, as
members of the House of Lords, take part
in governing Britain. Church and State
have thus been married in England for
over 450 years.

Modern Church-State Marriages

In 1936 a revolt in Spain against the
Republican government led to civil war
and General Franco’s rise to power. To the
dismay of left-wingers, Franco gave the
clergy considerable power in return for
their exuberant support.

In 1983 the WCC (World Council of
Churches) assembled in Vancouver, Cana-
da. Its general secretary, Philip Potter,
told them to “stay political.” Grants of
money from the WCC to militant political
groups in a number of countries have been
a source of grave concern
to many churchgoers.

There is, therefore, little
question that religion med-
dies in politics. The cru-
cial question, though, is,
Should it do so? Is it good
or bad? Does religion’s po-
litical involvement raise
the moral standards of pol-
itics, or does it pervert re-
ligion? And what of the
future? Will religion and
politics continue to enjoy
their ‘love affair,” or will it
sour and place them on a
collision course?
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Religion and Politics

HE policy of combining political and
Treligious power in one man did not
originate with Henry VIII. In his day it
was already a well-tried political ploy de-
signed to promote national unity.

For example, the ancient empire of
Egypt had many gods. “Pharaoh himself
was one of the gods, and a central figure
in his subjects’ lives,” says The New Bible
Dictionary. The Roman Empire likewise
had a pantheon of gods, including the
emperors. One historian describes emper-
or worship as “the most vital force in the
religion of the Roman world.”

But in spite of the fact that Church-
State unions are centuries old, Christen-
dom’s modern-day excursions into politics
have placed her on a collision course with
the very ones whose favor she woos. Why
s0? To answer this question, let us now
take a look at how Christendom became
involved in politics in the first place.

True Christianity—A Contrast
Jesus Christ, the founder of Christiani-
ty, rejected all political power. On at least
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one occasion, the people, enthused by his
miracles, tried forcibly to make him king,
but he “withdrew again into the mountain
all alone.” (John 6:15) Asked by the Ro-
man governor if he was a king, Jesus
replied: “Mykingdom is no part
world. If my kingdom were part of this
world, my attendants would have fought
that | should not be delivered up to the
Jews.”—John 18:36.

Christ further told his disciples: “Be-
cause you are no part of the world, but |
have chosen you out of the world, on this
account the world hates you.” (John 15:
19) So, early Christians did not become
sidetracked by social or political problems.
Slavery, for example, was then a major
problem, but Christians did not campaign
so as to abolish it. Instead, Christian
slaves were commanded to be obedient to
their masters.—Colossians 3:22.

Rather than dabbling in politics, these
early Christians set about to accomplish
the work of preaching “concerning the
kingdom of God.” (Acts 28:23) In just a
few decades their message reached the

of thi



limits of the then-known world. (Colos-
sians 1:23) And with what effects? Thou-
sands responded and became spiritual
‘brothers and sisters.” (Matthew 23:8, 9)
Jews and Gentiles who became Christians
ceased their hostilities. Between the Jews
and the Samaritans even major differ-
ences disappeared because of the “in-
tense love” Christians had for one anoth-
er.—1 Peter 4:8.

Christian love, however, extended even
to their enemies. (Matthew 5:44) They
therefore refused to join Caesar’s armies.
‘But,” some may object, ‘did not Jesus say,
“Pay back ... Caesar’s things to Caesar?”’
True. However, was Jesus talking about
military service? No, he was merely dis-
cussing the issue of whether to ‘pay taxes
to Caesar or not.” (Matthew 22:15-21)
So Christians paid their taxes. But they
viewed their lives as being dedicated to
God and refused to do harm to their fel-
lowman.

Becoming a Friend of the World

‘But look at Christendom today,” some
may say. ‘It is hopelessly divided, its
members often slaughter one another, its
clergy are embroiled in politics. What
happened to Christianity?” Well, Jesus
warned that false Christians would be
‘sown’ in among true Christians. (Mat-
thew 13:24-30) Paul likewise prophesied:
“I know that . . . oppressive wolves will
enter in among you and . . . men will rise
and speak twisted things to draw away
the disciples after themselves.”—Acts 20:
29, 30.

Even in the first century this trend had
begun. The disciple James found it neces-
sary to write these graphic words: “You
are as unfaithful as adulterous wives;
don’t you realise that making the world
your friend is making God your enemy?”
(James 4:4, The Jerusalem Bible; italics
ours.) Many chose to disregard this divine

counsel—so much so that in the fourth
century a wolf in sheep’s clothing, the
Emperor Constantine, was able to com-
promise corrupt “Christianity” further by
making it the official religion of the Ro-
man Empire. But in becoming a friend of
the world,” Christendom became God’s en-
emy. An eventual collision became inevi-
table.

By the 13th century the Church, ruled
by its “pope,” or “father,” had reached
“the summit of its power,” setting the
stage for an even closer marriage of
Church and State. Pope Innocent |1l be-
came convinced that “the Lord gave Peter
the rule not only of the Universal Church
but also the rule of the whole world.” (Ital-
ics ours.) Continues professor of history
T. F. Tout in The Empire and the Papacy:
“Innocent’s work was that of an ecclesias-
tical statesman, . .. making and unmak-
ing kings and emperors at his will.” But
adds the same writer: “The more political
the papal authority became, the more dif-
ficult it was to uphold its prestige as the
source of law, of morality, of religion.”

Religion and War

War is politics on a more violent scale.
Pope Innocent 111, however, personally or-
ganized a military campaign against the
Albigenses of southern France. This led to
the ghastly massacre of thousands at Be-
ziers in 1209 and the mass burning of
victims by the Holy Inquisition. A cru-
sade, originally intended for Palestine,
was diverted by political intrigue to in-
elude Constantinople. There, “Christian”
knights engaged in a “hideous three days
of plunder, murder, lust, and sacrilege.”
On whom? On fellow “Christians”! Says
one historian: “The very churches were
ruthlessly pillaged.”

The un-Christlike methods of the
Church eventually led to Martin Luther’s
nailing of his challenging theses to the
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In 1914, at a drum altar on the steps of St. Paul's, the Bishop of
London stirred up patriotism in British troops

castle church door at Wittenberg in 1517
—and the Reformation was on. But, says
H. A L. Fisher, in History of Europe:
“The new confession was . . . closely de-
pendent upon princely and governmental
favour.” Germany became divided along
politico-religious lines. In France, Calvin-
ists likewise mixed with political leaders.
The ensuing wars of religion were there-
fore fought not only for religious liber-
ty but also because of “rivalry between
Protestants and Roman Catholic nobles
for control of the Crown.” Thus, the his-
tory of religion in Europe is written in
blood!

The 20th century dawned with Briton
and Boer locked in combat in South Afri-
ca. Clergymen on both sides fanned the
flames with “exhortations from the pul-
pit.” Says historian R. Kruger: “The vol-
ume of supplication addressed heav-
enward by either side in the course of the
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war was only matched by its variety
of denominational inspiration.” White
“Christians” slaughtered one another
while asking God to help them do it!

This pattern was repeated on a colos-
sal scale in 1914 when German troops
marched into Belgium wearing belts in-
scribed with the words “Gott mit uns”
(God with us). On both sides the Church
was prolific in prayers for victory and
vitriolic in abuse of the enemy.

Multitudes were disillusioned by reli-
gion’s role in World War 1. Calling reli-
gion “the opium of the people,” atheists
and communists multiplied. Nevertheless,
the clergy continued their involvement in
politics, supporting Fascist dictators such
as Mussolini and Franco. In 1933 the Ro-
man Catholic Church even concluded a
concordat with the Nazis. Cardinal Faul-
haber wrote to Hitler: “This handshake
with the Papacy ... is a feat of immeasur-



able blessing . . . May God preserve the
Reich Chancellor [Hitler].”

Even the possibility of another world
war has not swayed the clergy from poll-
tics. One recent trend has been for some
churches to swerve toward a left-wing po-
litical stance. Says one writer: “The lat-
est generation of theologians from Latin
America . . . insists that Marxism is the
unavoidable political expression of Chris-
tianity.” But the Bible warns: “They sow
the wind, they will reap the whirlwind.”
—Hosea 8:7, JB.

Reaping the Whirlwind

Yes, the Bible sounds a solemn warn-
ing: A terrible clash between religion and
politics is coming. In Revelation chapter
17, the Bible depicts the world empire
of false religion stained with blood as a
“great harlot who sits on many waters.”
These “waters” represent ‘peoples and na-
tions.” (Verses 1, 15) The harlot is named
“Babylon the Great, the mother of the
harlots and of the disgusting things of the
earth,” and she is “drunk with the blood
of the holy ones.” (Verses 5, 6) “Babylon”
is a fitting name for organized false reli-
gion, inasmuch as many of her doctrines
stem from the ancient city of Babylon.*
She has earned her murderous reputa-
tion by her persecution of true Chris-
tians throughout the centuries.

The world empire of false religion is
further pictured as riding a beast with
“seven heads and ten horns . . . [which]
mean ten kings.” (Verses 3, 12) Previous
articles in this journal have identified this
“beast” as the instrument entrusted with
maintaining world peace, the United Na-
tions. The churches have gone on record

*For details, see the book “Babylon the Great Has
Fallen!”” God’s Kingdom Rules!, published by the
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York,
Inc.

as supporting this organization. In Octo-
her 1965, Pope Paul VI described the UN
as “the last hope of concord and peace.” In
1979, Pope John Paul Il addressed the UN
General Assembly. Without ever mention-
ing Christ or his Kingdom, he spoke of the
UN as “the supreme forum of peace and
justice.”

But why is this union of religion and
the UN so dangerous? Because “the ten
horns . . . and the wild beast, these will
hate the harlot and will make her devas-
tated and naked . . . and will completely
burn her with fire.” (Verse 16) False reli-
gion is therefore headed straight for a
catastrophic collision with politics. Being
denuded and her rank uncleanness re-
vealed, she will be destroyed utterly.

That will spark the “great tribulation
that Jesus spoke of, culminating in the
battle of Armageddon. Christ, backed by
invincible heavenly hosts, will “crush and
put an end to” Satan’s worldwide system,
leaving only the ‘meek that will inherit
the earth.” These will be true Christians
who have, among other things, steered
clear of divisive politics.—Matthew 24:21;
Daniel 2:44; Psalm 37:10, 11; Matthew
5:5; Revelation 6:2; 16:14-16.

If you are one who is distressed over the
suffering and reproach that false religion
has brought on God’s name, what should
you now do? The Bible commands: “Get
out of her [false religion], my people, if
you do not want to share with her in her
sins.” (Revelation 18:4) Only Jehovah’s
Witnesses are urging people to heed this
command. They, like the early Christians,
keep out of war and politics and hence will
not be in line for destruction when re-
ligion collides with politics. So contact
them. They will gladly show you how to
find the “narrow gate” that leads not to
destruction but to everlasting life.—Mat-
thew 7:13, 14; John 17:3.

THE WATCHTOWER—AUGUST 1, 1985 7



Jesus’ Early Family Life

HEN Jesus is growing up in Nazareth, it is
W a rather small, unimportant city. It is locat-

ed in the hill country of an area called
Galilee, not far from the beautiful Jezreel Valley.

When Jesus, perhaps about two years old, is
brought here from Egypt with Joseph and Mary,
he is evidently Mary’s only child. But not for long.
In time, James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas are
born, and Mary and Joseph become parents to
girls too. Eventually Jesus has, at the very least,
six younger brothers and sisters.

Jesus has other relatives too. We already know
about his older cousin John, who lives many miles
away in Judea. But living closer by in Galilee is
Salome, who apparently is Mary’s sister. Salome
is married to Zebedee, so their two boys, James
and John, would be Jesus' cousins. We do not
know if, while growing up, Jesus spent much time
with these boys, but later they became close com-
panions, as we will see.

Joseph has to work very hard to support his

8 THE WATCHTOWER-AUGUST 1, 1985
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growing family. He is a carpenter. Joseph raises
Jesus as his own son, so Jesus is called ‘the
carpenter’s son.’ Joseph teaches Jesus to be a
carpenter too, and he learns well. That is why
people later say of Jesus, This is the carpenter.’
The life of Joseph’s family is built around the
worship of Jehovah God. In keeping with God’s
law, Joseph and Mary give their children spiritual
instruction ‘when they sit in their house, when they
walk on the road, when they lie down, and when
they get up.” There is a synagogue in Nazareth,
and we can be sure that Joseph also regularly
takes his family along to worship there. But no
doubt they find their greatest enjoyment in regular
trips to Jehovah’s temple in Jerusalem, as we will
consider in our next article. Matthew 13:55, 56;
27:56; Mark 15:40; 6:3; Deuteronomy 6:6-9.
+ How many younger brothers and sisters did Jesus have,
and what were the names of some of them?
+ Who were three well-known cousins of Jesus?
+ What was Jesus’ secular occupation?

THE WATCHTOWER-AUGUST 1, 1985 9



True Christians Are
Kingdom Preachers

“This good news of the kingdom will be preached in all
the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations; and
then the end will come."—matthew 24:14.

nnouncing jehovah’s king-
DOM. For decades, that has been the
main objective of this journal. In fact, it is
part of its copyrighted title. And it is vital
that the Kingdom message now be de-
dared worldwide. Why? Because of what
Jesus Christ said after citing other fea-
tures comprising “the sign” of his invisi-
ble “presence” and the end of this system.
Jesus said: “This Good News of the King-
dom will be proclaimed to the whole world
as a witness to all the nations. And then
the end will come.”—Matthew 24:3, 14,
The Jerusalem Bible.
2Today, “the end” is near indeed.
Hence, each dedicated witness of Jehovah
might well ask: How do | feel about the
Kingdom-preaching work? Am | partici-
pating in it regularly? And is my ministry
being carried out with skill and zeal?

The Commission to Preach

3No genuine Christian can rightly shun
the privileged work of proclaiming the
“good news” to others. Jesus told his dis-
ciples: “You are the light of the world. A
city cannot be hid when situated upon a
mountain. People light a lamp and set it,
not under the measuring basket, but upon

1, 2. (a) Why must the Kingdom message now
be declared worldwide? (b) What questions
might each witness of Jehovah ask?

3. Jesus’ words recorded at Matthew 5:14-16
indicate what about his followers?
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the lampstand, and it shines upon all
those in the house. Likewise let your light
shine before men, that they may see your
fine works and give glory to your Father
who is in the heavens.” (Matthew 5:14-16)
That indicated that Jesus’ disciples would
be Kingdom preachers.

4Concerning the foremost Kingdom
preacher, it has been said: “As our Lord
preached the kingdom He proceeded . . .
to prepare and organize its Ministry . . .
He began the prophetic ministry . . . and
made both the Twelve and the Seventy
partakers of the same. As He preached
the coming kingdom and wrought
‘signs,” He sent them before His face
with a like message and like powers. By
a wonderful course of minute teaching,
. . . He trained them the meanwhile for
positions of higher trust afterwards to
be given.”—A Church History, by Milo
Mahan.

5Jesus provided fine instruction for
his apostles and the 70 disciples he sent
out. (Luke 6:12-16; 10:1-22) Moreover,
our Exemplar himself “went journeying
from city to city and from village to
village, preaching and declaring the good
news of the kingdom of God.” With him

4. What has been said about the foremost King-
dom proclaimer?

5. As regards Kingdom preaching, what did Je-
sus do?



were the apostles and certain women
“who were ministering to them from
their belongings.” (Luke 8:1-3) Yes, Je-
sus was a zealous proclaimer of the
good news and took steps to initiate a
Kingdom-preaching organization.
6After a three-and-a-half-year minis-
try, Jesus finished his earthly course.
But before he ascended to heaven, he
gave his followers this commission: “Go
. and make disciples of people of all
the nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the
holy spirit, teaching them to observe all
the things | have commanded you. And,
look! I am with you all the days until
the conclusion of the system of things.”
(Matthew 28:19, 20) They would, indeed,
be Kingdom preachers.
7When Jesus was about to leave the
earth, his disciples asked: “Lord, are you
restoring the kingdom to Israel at this
time?” In reply, he told them: “It does not
belong to you to get knowledge of the
times or seasons which the Father has
placed in his own jurisdiction.” Even
though the disciples then lacked accurate
knowledge about the Kingdom, Jesus
could assign them to be its proclaimers,
for they would have the needed help to
carry out their commission. “But you will
receive power when the holy spirit arrives
upon you,” Jesus added, “and you will be
witnesses of me both in Jerusalem and in
all Judea and Samaria and to the most
distant part of the earth.” (Acts 1:6-8)
Under the guidance of the holy spirit,
Jesus’ followers eventually would realize
that the Kingdom would be a heavenly
government. (John 16:12, 13) And in time
the facts about that Kingdom would be

6. Before ascending to heaven, what commission
did Jesus give his followers?

7. Although Jesus’ disciples originally lacked ac-
curate knowledge about the Kingdom, why would
they succeed in being his witnesses?

proclaimed “to the most distant part of
the earth.”

8Those witnesses did their work very
well. Of course, Jehovah was with them,
and they had the support of the glorified
Jesus Christ. (Acts 8:1-8; 11:19-21) No
wonder that as early as 60 to 61 C.E.
the apostle Paul could say that the “good
news” had already been ‘preached in all
creation under heaven’—Colossians 1:23.

9Regarding the work of witnessing, it
has been written: “The proclamation of
the gospel is . . . not one activity among
many in which the Church of the N[ew]

8. How successful was the first-century preach-
ing work?

9. As here noted, what is the chief work of the
Christian congregation?

Jesus told his followers: ‘Go, make
disciples.’ Are you zealously doing this
chief work of all true Christians?

THE WATCHTOWER-AUGUST 1, 1985 11



T[estament] engages, but it is her basic,
her essential activity.... Note well, Jesus
did not say [at Acts 1:8], You shall wit-
ness to me, or, You shall bear witness to
me, but, You shall be my witnesses. The
use of the verb ‘to be’ here has a value
which must be taken with full and literal
seriousness. The expression [in Greek]
does not merely state what the Church
would do, but what the Church would be.
. .. The Church of Jesus Christis ... a
witnessing body.” (Pentecost and the Mis-
sionary Witness ofthe Church, by Harry R.
Boer, pages 110-14) Yes, witnessing is the
chief work of the true Christian congrega-
tion.

By Divine Providence

DFirst-century Kingdom proclaimers
received direction from a governing body.
Traveling elders served within the orga-
nization, and congregational duties were
shouldered by overseers and ministerial
servants. (Acts 15:1, 2, 22-36; Philippians
1:1) But what happened when new cir-
cumstances developed?

N Well, consider what took place shortly
after Pentecost of 33 C.E. Greek-speaking
Jews began murmuring against Hebrew-
speaking Jews “because their widows
were being overlooked in the daily distri-
bution.” To solve the problem, the apostles
appointed “seven certified men”to care for
this food distribution. (Acts 6:1-8) Con-
cerning this we read: “At first, the care
that the daily public meals were impartial-
ly distributed was all, so far as we are
told, for which the ‘seven’ were set apart,
but, of course, other duties would be added
as they rose, for while the principles of the
new faith were unchangeable, the machin-
ery and modes of presentment, by which
these might be most effectually es-

10, 11. (a) Basically, how were first-century

Kingdom proclaimers organized? (b) What hap-
pened when new circumstances developed?
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tablished and extended, were left to the
wisdom and practical experience of sue-
cessive generations . . . Adaptation and
modification of non-essential details . . .
is imperative in any great organisation.”
—Hours With the Bible, New Testament
Series, volume Il, by Cunningham Geikie.

RPrayerful reliance upon God, along
with “the wisdom and practical experi-
ence” of the governing body, contributed
to the progress of early Christianity. And
things certainly were happening by divine
providence. For instance, Jesus’ early fol-
lowers were said to belong to “The Way.”
(Acts 9:1, 2) But perhaps as early as
44 C.E. at Antioch, Syria, “the disciples
were by divine providence called Chris-
tians.” (Acts 11:26) This was a God-given
name that they readily accepted.—1 Peter
4:16.*

13Among those early Christians, other
developments also were within the divine
providence. For instance, as Jehovah’s
Witnesses now use modern publishing
methods, so the early Christians pioneered
the use of the codex—a real boon to their
zealous Kingdom-preaching work. In this
regard, C. C. McCown wrote: “The Chris-
tians’ religious books, both the Old Testa-
ment and the new writings . . . were not
for the leisurely reading of the well-to-do.
Hard-working business people wanted as
much as they could get into a book. They
and the earnest Christian missionaries
wished to be able to refer to this or that
proof text quickly, without having to un-

*See page 316 of Aid to Bible Understanding,
published by the Watchtower Bible and Tract
Society of New York, Inc.

12. (a) What contributed to the progress of early
Christianity? (b) Where and how did Jesus’ fol-
lowers come to be called Christians?

13. As Jehovah’s Witnesses now use modern
publishing methods, what did the early Chris-
tians put to use in their Kingdom-preaching
work?



Are you regularly
witnessing from house
to house? Jesus’ early
apostles did it. So did
the zealous Kingdom

proclaimer Paul

roll many feet of papyrus.
—The Biblical Archaeologist
Reader, page 261.

UBeing “able to refer to this
or that proof text quickly” was
very important because of
the Kingdom-preaching meth-
ods employed by the early
Christians. At times, of course,
they witnessed to people infor-
mally, as Jehovah’s Witnesses
often do today. Of this it has been said:
“One of the peculiar features of the apos-
tolic preaching was its incidental charac-
ter. There was no waiting of an apostle
for a great opportunity. His only state
occasion was when, like Paul before Fe-
lix, he was led as a prisoner before a
ruler in purple to give an account of him-
self and answer the charge of infraction
of the laws. He was not without his op-
portunities, but they were furnished him
in the prison, by the wayside, and in the
humble home where he might be shel-
tered for the night. ... He felt that his
message was largely to human units,
though equally ready to present it to the
multitude. He was equally at home with
any audience. He had not forgotten the
example of Christ, . . . [whose] stoa was
the dusty highway, or the crowded street,
or the pebbly shore of Jewish Galilee . . .
[The apostles] had not forgotten that he
had given them early in their companion-

14. Jesus’ apostles were eager to preach under
what circumstances?

ship with him special instructions as to
the best methods of preaching his doc-
trines, had reinforced these first lessons
by others, and, just before his ascension,
pointed them to the world as their field
and every creature as their auditor.”
—History of the Christian Church, by
John F. Hurst, volume I, page 96.

“From House to House”

15In the days following Pentecost of
33 C.E., Jesus’ disciples were already us-
ing a superb method of preaching the
“good news.” After the persecuted apos-
ties had been dishonored because of Je-
sus Christ’s name, what did they do?
Why, “every day in the temple and from
house to house they continued without
letup teaching and declaring the good
news about the Christ, Jesus”! (Acts 5:
41, 42) Yes, the apostles witnessed from
house to house.
15. How were the apostles carrying out the
preaching work in the days following Pentecost
of 33 CE?
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BLater, the apostle Paul could remind
appointed elders from Ephesus: “I did not
hold back from telling you any of the
things that were profitable nor from
teaching you publicly and from house to
house. But | thoroughly bore witness both
to Jews and to Greeks about repentance
toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus.”
(Acts 20:20, 21) Paul did not mean that
he was teaching appointed elders in their
homes. Rather, he was witnessing to un-
believing Jews and Greeks about repen-
tance toward Jehovah God and faith in
Jesus Christ. Without question, Paul also
taught those elders how to witness from
house to house.

I7Concerning the apostle’s ministry in
Ephesus, it has been said: “Paul’s gener-
al practice was to work at his trade from
sunrise till 11 a.m. (Acts 20:34-35) at
which hour Tyrannus had finished his
teaching; then from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. to
preach in the hall, hold conferences
with helpers and private talks with can-
didates, plan extensions into the interi-
or; then lastly to make a house-to-house
evangelistic canvass that lasted from
4 p.m. till far into the night (Acts 20:
20-21, 31).” (A. E. Bailey) Other schol-
ars have stated: “He was not content
merely to deliver discourses in the public
assembly, and dispense with other in-
strumentalities, but zealously pursued
his great work in private, from house
to house, and literally carried home the
truth of heaven to the hearths and
hearts of the Ephesians.” (A. A. Liv-
ermore) “Publicly and from house to
house, in the city and throughout the
province, he had preached the gos-
pel.” (E. M. Blaiklock) “It is worth not-
ing that this greatest of preachers

16. In what kind of preaching activity did Paul
give training to the elders in Ephesus?

17. What have various scholars said about
Paul’s house-to-house ministry in Ephesus?
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What Is Your Understanding?

0O Why should the Kingdom
message now be declared earth
wide?

O What is the chief work of all
true Christians?

O Why can it be said that among
Jehovah’s servants things do
happen by divine providence?

0O The house-to-house preaching
work of Jehovah’s Witnesses has
what sound basis?

preached from house to house and did
not make his visits merely social calls.”
—A. T. Robertson.

B House-to-house witnessing was done

by Jesus’ apostles in 33 C.E. It was part
of Paul’s ministry in Ephesus and un-
doubtedly elsewhere. So there is a solid
Scriptural basis for the house-to-house
ministry of Jehovah’s Witnesses. And
this is true of wvarious other methods
they use to spread the Kingdom mes-
sage. Interestingly, McClintock and
Strong’s Cyclopedia states: “Our Lord
and his apostles found places for preach-
ing wherever people could be assembled.
The mountain-side, the shores of seas
and rivers, the public street, private
houses, the porch of the Temple, the
Jewish synagogue, and various other
places were found available for the proc-
lamation of the Gospel.” (Volume VIII,
page 483) Like Jesus and his early dis-
ciples, Jehovah’s Witnesses preach the
Kingdom message in “the public street,
private houses, . . . and various other

18. (a) Why would you say that there is a solid
Scriptural basis for the house-to-house ministry
of Jehovah’s Witnesses? (b) Like Jesus and his
early disciples, where and how do Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses preach the Kingdom message?



places.” For instance, they engage in
magazine street work (with this journal
and its companion Awake!) and are es-
pecially known for their house-to-house
witnessing.

are most suitable in these “last days.”
—2 Timothy 3:1; Acts 15:23, 28.

DIt is evident that the preaching meth-
ods used by Jehovah’s Witnesses are with-
in the divine providence, for God has

19  The basic forms of the ministry nowcrowned these efforts with abundant

used by Jehovah’s Witnesses were well
established in the first century, and, be-
sides this, it is proper for the present-day
Governing Body of anointed Christians to
decide what preaching methods are suit-
able at this time. Such decisions can part-
ly be based on “the wisdom and practical
experience” of these men. Especially, how-
ever, do they make decisions as did the
first-century Christian governing body.
God’s direction and the guidance of his
holy spirit are sought in prayer, and
Scriptural precedents are followed when
determining what preaching methods

19. How are decisions made regarding the
preaching methods now used by Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses?

success and blessing. (Proverbs 10:22)
Throngs are embracing true worship and
joining the remnant of Jesus’ anointed
followers as part of the only organization
that honors Jehovah’s holy name and fear-
lessly declares the good news of the estab-
lished heavenly Kingdom. May all of Jeho-
vah’s servants therefore continue exerting
themselves in the disciple-making work as
this system nears its end. This we must
do faithfully, for true Christians unques-
tionably are Kingdom preachers.

20. (a) Why can we be sure that there is divine
approval of the preaching methods used by Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses? (b) What attitude should all of
Jehovah’s servants have toward the Kingdom-
preaching work?

Teach With
Skill and Zeal

“Go therefore and make disciples of people of all the

nations, ... teachin

them to observe all the things |

have commanded you.”—matthew 28:19, 20.

EHOVAH’S WORD encourages skill
J and industriousness. For instance, it
states: “Have you beheld a man skillful in
his work? Before kings is where he will
station himself; he will not station himself
before commonplace men.” (Proverbs 22:
29) Of course, there is nothing demeaning

1 What is encouraged by Proverbs 22:29, and
how so?

about working for “commonplace men.”
But the skillful artisan’s fine work will not
remain a secret. Why, news of his skill
may reach the ears of a king, who may well
seek his services!

2 Knowledge and skill are needed in any

2. (a) To develop skill in any profession, what is

necessary? (b) Why is a Christian minister’s
effectiveness as a teacher so important?
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profession. A man may study carpentry
and may also learn much by observing
those skilled in that trade. But to develop
skill himself, he must put acquired knowl-
edge to work on the job. A surgeon needs
to be educated. But to become competent,
he must put his knowledge to use in the
operating room. And in that profession
skill is vital, for competence can often
make the difference between life and death
for the patient. Yet, of far greater impor-
tance is proficiency as a minister. Why?
Because the minister’s effectiveness as a
teacher can well affect the way that people
respond to the good news. In turn, their
response can make the difference between
everlasting life and eternal death for them.
—Deuteronomy 30:19, 20; John 17:3.

3The commission that Jesus Christ gave
his followers involves teaching. He said:
“Go therefore and make disciples of people
of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of
the holy spirit, teaching them to observe
all the things I have commanded you. And,
look! I am with you all the days until the
conclusion of the system of things.” (Mat-
thew 28:19, 20) Of course, skill is required
to teach the honest-hearted all the things
Jesus commanded.

4Such skillful teaching should be done
with zeal. Yes, Christians should be “zeal-
ous for fine works,” and these certainly
include the imparting of spiritual instrue-
tion in the ministry and in the congrega-
tion. (Titus 2:14) As skillful teachers, Ag-
uila and Priscilla “took [Apollos] into their
company [at Ephesus] and expounded the
way of God more correctly to him.” This
benefited Apollos greatly, for later in
Achaia “with intensity he thoroughly
proved the Jews to be wrong publicly,

3. The making of disciples requires what?

4. (a) Skillful teaching should be done with what
attitude? (b) How did Apollos benefit from being
in the company of Aquila and Priscilla?
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while he demonstrated by the Scriptures
that Jesus was the Christ.” (Acts 18:
24-28) Clearly, Apollos taught with both
skill and zeal.

‘Pay Attention to Your Teaching’

5The apostle Paul told his Christian as-
sociate Timothy: “Pay constant attention
to yourself and to your teaching. Stay by
these things, for by doing this you will
save both yourself and those who listen to
you.” (1 Timothy 4:16) Since the very sal-
vation of both teacher and student is at
stake, surely such instruction should be
imparted skillfully and zealously.

6Carpenters and surgeons surely must
pay attention to themselves. They must be
able to use their tools or instruments com-
petently. So must the Christian minister,
whose chief implement is the sword of the
spirit, God’s word.” (Ephesians 6:17) How
can you become adept in handling the
Scriptures? Through regular study and
use, of course. So, have you read the Bible
from cover to cover, taking time to medi-
tate on its superb counsel? Do you read it
daily? Are you using it regularly in the
field ministry? And are you taking full
advantage of the rich spiritual food being
provided by Jehovah through “the faithful
and discreet slave™—Matthew 24:45-47.

7Be sure to set aside time for study of
God’s Word and true Christian publica-
tions. This will fill your mind with whole-
some information that will benefit you and
that can be used to answer sincere inquir-
ers. (1 Peter 3:15; Colossians 4:6) Times
for study and meditation vary with fami-
lies and with individuals. Some may find it

5. According to 1 Timothy 4:16, why should we
teach skillfully and zealously?

6. How can you become adept in handling the
Scriptures, and what appropriate questions can
be considered?

7. What suggestions are offered regarding time
for study, and how can the need for study be
shown Scripturally?



Visualizing
Bible
events
can help
you to

become a
better
teacher

beneficial to study at day’s end. Others
may be more alert upon arising. Still oth-
ers may find a midday hour to be most
suitable for them. In any case, regularity
and diligence are of utmost importance.
Joshua and kings of Israel were to read
God’s Word daily.—Joshua 1:7, 8; Deu-
teronomy 17:18-20.

Work to Become a Better Teacher

8Improvement of teaching skill calls for
hard work. One way to enhance your abil-
ity as a teacher is to use mental associa-
tion when studying the Bible or Christian
publications. Associate new ideas with

8. How can the use of mental association im-

prove your teaching skill?

those you already know. This will
help you to outline information in
your mind so that you can explain
matters clearly when teaching oth-
ers. Doubtless, you have used asso-
ciation when studying in the past.
For instance, at one time you may not
have realized that Christians are to be in
relative subjection to governmental “supe-
rior authorities.” But you now know that
obedience to God must come first. (Ro-
mans 13:1-8; Mark 12:17; Acts 5:29) You
understand this because you have associ-
ated new points with those already known.
9Another way to enhance your teaching
ability is by visualizing incidents recorded
in the Bible. Why not do this now with
Judges 7:19-22? Under the cover of dark-
ness, Gideon and 300 men surround a Mid-
ianite camp where sentries have just been
posted. Suddenly, you hear Gideon’s band
of 100 blow their horns, and you see them
smash the large water jars they have been
carrying. The 200 other Israelites do the
same thing. And as they all raise flaming
torches aloft, you hear them shout: “Jeho-
vah’s sword and Gideon’s!” As the ter-
rorized Midianites begin to flee, Gideon’s
three companies continue blowing their
horns, and you find that Jehovah has set
the swords of the fleeing enemies against
one another. Because you have visualized
this event, doubtless you will remember it
well and will be able to use it when teach-
ing others. Surely, one lesson it teaches is
that Jehovah can deliver his people with-
out a powerful human military force.
—Psalm 94:14.
DFine illustrations, including those in
the Scriptures, can also enhance your skill
as a teacher. As an example, consider

9. Ilustrate how you can visualize an incident
recorded in the Bible.

10. In teaching, how might you use the illustra-
tion found at Judges 9:8-15?
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Judges 9:8-15. Gideon’s son Jotham told of
a time when the trees went to anoint a
ruler over them. Whereas the olive tree,
the fig tree, and the vine refused a position
of rulership, the lowly bramble eagerly ac-
cepted it. The valuable plants represented
worthy persons who did not seek kingship
over their fellow Israelites. However, the
bramble, useful only as fuel, represent-
ed the kingship of arrogant, murderous
Abimelech, who wanted to dominate others
but met a bad end in fulfillment of Jo-
tham’s prophecy. (Judges 9:50-57) This il-
lustration might be used to emphasize the
need to do what is right and to be humble,
not arrogant.—Psalm 18:26, 27; 1 Peter
5:5.

NThe Great Teacher, Jesus Christ, is
well known for his excellent illustrations.
For example, consider his words: “The
kingdom of the heavens is like a traveling
merchant seeking fine pearls. Upon find-
ing one pearl of high value, away he went
and promptly sold all the things he had
and bought it.” (Matthew 13:45, 46) Jesus
thus illustrated the preciousness of the
Kingdom and showed that a person appre-
ciating the true value of gaining it would
be willing to part with anything in order
to do so. There was nothing complicat-
ed about that illustration, and Christian
teachers do well to keep that standard in
mind when using illustrations as a teach-
ing aid.

Meetings Can Make Us More Skillful

2Christian meetings play a significant
role in making Jehovah’s servants skillful
and zealous teachers. As Jesus’ Sermon on

11. (a) What points are emphasized by Jesus’
illustration recorded at Matthew 13:45, 46?
(b) The nature of that illustration suggests what
about the illustrations used by Christian teach-
ers?

12. How can attending public talks help you to
improve your teaching ability?
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the Mount shows, public talks are a fine
means of providing spiritual instruction.
(Matthew 5:1-7:29) Hence, public talks
are among the meetings of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses today. Do you attend regularly? Are
you an attentive listener? Do you consult
your Bible when texts are read by the
speaker? Is it your practice to take notes?
These are ways to improve your ability as
a teacher, and the fine Scriptural instrue-
tion should increase both your skill and
your zeal as a disciple maker.

BThe disciple-making work took on par-
ticular significance among Jehovah’s ser-
vants with the call to ‘Advertise the King
and Kingdom,’ first sounded during their
convention at Cedar Point, Ohio, in 1922.
Also in that year, group studies of
The Watch Tower were first organized.
This journal certainly has kept Bible
teaching and Kingdom preaching to the
fore, its very name being The Watchtower
Announcing Jehovah’ Kingdom. Are you
an avid reader of God’s Word with The
Watchtower as an aid? Do you actively
participate in the weekly Watchtower
Study?

UThe weekly Congregation Book Study
also provides opportunities to improve
your ability as a teacher of the good news.
When answering questions at these small-
er gatherings, as well as at the Watch-
tower Study, do you express matters in
your own words? Do your comments reflect
what you believe in your heart?

BPrior to 1922, Jehovah’s servants cus-
tomarily gathered for a midweek Prayer,
Praise, and Testimony Meeting. It was an
occasion for singing, giving testimonies,

13, 14. (a) When did the disciple-making work
take on particular significance among Jehovah’s
servants? (b) What questions can well be asked
regarding the Watchtower Study and the Con-
gregation Book Study?

15. What is the purpose of the Service Meeting,
and how is guidance provided for it?



and engaging in prayer. But with the in-
creased emphasis on house-to-house King-
dom proclamation, this gathering devel-
oped into the Service Meeting, which
stresses the preaching work. Of particu-
lar help was the Bulletin, which contained
field service instructions and “canvasses,”
or testimonies, that could be used in the
ministry. Today, Our Kingdom Ministry
provides similar assistance, as well as
guidance for weekly “Meetings to Help Us
Make Disciples.” Do you regularly partici-
pate in such meetings? Are you applying
the counsel designed to help you teach
with skill and zeal?

B To promote skillful teaching, the

Theocratic Ministry School was instituted
in the congregations of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses in 1943. Regarding the school’s
chief purpose, its first guidebook stated:
“This course is not provided to take away
from your time spent in field service, but
is arranged to make you more proficient
therein. Stated in more specific terms, the
purpose of this ‘Course in Theocratic Min-

16. As stated at its inception, what is the pur-
pose of the Theocratic Ministry School?

istry’is to prepare all faithful men’, those
who have heard God’s Word and proved
their faith therein, to ‘be able to teach
others’ by going from door to door, by
making back-calls [return visits], by con-
ducting model studies and book studies,
and, in short, by engaging in every phase
of the Kingdom service. It is to the one end
of making each one a more efficient Theo-
cratic minister to the honor of the Lord’s
name; that he may be better equipped to
publicly present the hope that is within
him; that he may be ‘apt to teach, patient,
in meekness instructing’. (2 Tim. 2:24, 25)
Let no one lose sight of this primary pur-
pose of the course.” (Course in Theocratic
Ministry, page 4) This remains the prin-
cipal purpose of the Theocratic Ministry
School. Have you been applying the fine
information on teaching, reading, public
speaking, and the like, that appears in this
school’s textbooks?* Are you an enrollee?
Do you gratefully accept and fulfill your
assignments on the school program? This

*For instance, please see Theocratic Ministry
School Guidebook and Qualified to Be Ministers
(Revised Edition), published by the Watchtower
Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc.
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provision of Jehovah through his organiza-
tion can help to make you a skillful and
zealous minister.

Training for Zealous Teaching

I7Jehovah is making abundant spiritual
provisions for those privileged to teach
others his sacred truth. Among other
things, he provides Bible literature, week-
ly meetings, and larger assemblies. Such
fine provisions enable his dedicated Wit-
nesses to become skillful and zealous
teachers.

BBut what if we are appointed as el-
ders or are more experienced witnesses
of Jehovah? Then love for others should
move us to help new and less expe-
rienced Christians to become more skill-
ful and zealous teachers. Surely this is
proper, for Jesus sent out the 70 disci-
pies only after giving them instructions
for their ministry. (Luke 10:1-24) Paul
taught the overseers of Ephesus “public-
ly and from house to house,” and this
would involve training them to witness
to unbelievers while going from door to
door in the field ministry. (Acts 20:
20, 21) Similarly, elders, pioneers, and
others may gladly train fellow Witnesses
in the field ministry today. Do you sense
a need for such training? Then by all
means seek it and accept it. Are you
an elder? Then make arrangements for
training others in the ministry while you
yourself take a zealous lead in the field
service.

Continue Developing Skill

B Surgeons, carpenters, and others can
become more skillful through continued

17. What spiritual provisions has Jehovah made
for those who teach others his sacred truth?

18. Following the examples of Jesus and Paul,
what arrangements may elders make to advance
field ministry today?

19. Why should we pray about our ministry?
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study and application of acquired knowl-
edge. The same is true of Christian minis-
ters. Therefore, how vital it is that each
dedicated witness of Jehovah work hard to
increase his skill as a teacher of the good
news! And since this is Jehovah’s work,
it should be the subject of our earnest
prayers. If we seek God’s help and guid-
ance, we can be confident that he will bless
our zealous ministry. As the apostle John
said: “Whatever we ask we receive from
[Jehovah God], because we are observing
his commandments and are doing the
things that are pleasing in his eyes.”
-1 John 3:22.

D As the present wicked system
things nears its end, therefore, may we
exert ourselves vigorously in the ministry.
May we ‘pay attention to ourselves and our
teaching,’ to our own salvation and to that
of those who heed the Kingdom message.
Yes, let us make every effort to teach with
skill and zeal.

20. As Jehovah’s Witnesses, what should be our
determination as this system nears its end?

What Would You Say?

O Besides preaching, the
disciple-making work calls for
what?

O Why is it so important to ‘pay
attention to your teaching’?

O What are some ways to
enhance teaching skill?

O How can Christian meetings
help us to be skillful and zealous
teachers of God’s Word?

0O What may elders and other
experienced Witnesses do as
regards the field ministry?

of



Kingdom Proclaimers Report
They Adorn the Teaching of Our God’

THE simplicity and clarity of
Kingdom truth can be ‘adorned’
by those who proclaim it to
others. How? By their good
conduct. Notice how the apos-
tie Paul showed this. Christian
slaves were counseled to exhib-
it “good fidelity to the full, so
that they may adorn the teach-
ing of our Savior, God, in all
things.” (Titus 2:10) The follow-
ing experiences from Argentina
demonstrate the practicalness
of this counsel.

O Six of Jehovah'’s Witnesses
were employed in a supermar-
ket where the owner was con-
sidered to be very strict. When
they asked for time off to attend
the Memorial of Christ's death,
they were told, “Choose be-
tween your work and your
meetings.” Although work was
scarce, they chose to attend
the Memorial. The next day,
they went to work thinking that
they would be fired. What a sur-
prise they had when not only
were they kept on but four
of them who were temporary
workers were given permanent
jobs. And all six received an in-
crease in pay! Later, two of
them decided to become regu-
lar pioneers, so the supermar-
ket owner gave them a shift
arrangement for their conve-
nience. His reason for being so
considerate of them? He did not
want his honest, diligent work-
ers to quit.

So the honesty and good
work habits of these six Wit-
nesses ‘adorned’ their teaching
to Jehovah’s honor.

O A sister was working in a

pharmacy, but because of the
long hours, she was not attend-
ing all the Christian meetings,
nor could she be a pioneer,
which was her desire. The own-
er of the pharmacy would not
give her the work schedule she
wanted, so she left her job. She
then worked as a maid, and this
permitted her to auxiliary pio-
neer. A few months later, the
pharmacy owner came to her
house and offered her a job
“with whatever working sched-
ule she wanted.” Why? “Be-
cause of her excellent conduct,”
says the report.

O The good conduct of one
Witness ‘adorned’ her teaching
in a different way. The report
from Argentina explains that
when two Withesses ap-
proached the door of a beauti-
ful, luxurious house with a big,
modern car outside, they felt a
little afraid because of the evi-
dent show of wealth. How sur-
prised they were to receive a
cordial welcome. A two-hour
discussion followed, answering
questions. The Witnesses stat-
ed: “We agreed to return the
following week. We left very
happy but puzzled because we
did not know the real reason for
such a welcome. The following
week we found out what that
reason was.”

The lady of the house ex-
plained: “l used to live in Mar del
Plata and knew a young woman
who led a very wild life. In time
she began to study the Bible
with Jehovah’s Witnesses, and
immediately a change in her
personality became evident.

The neighbors and | could not
believe the change in her be-
cause not a trace of her former
wild personality was noticeable.
She is now a respectable worn-
an, the wife of an elder, as you
call them, and now has a family
that is an example to all.”

The changed conduct of this
young person when she be-
came one of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses now moved the lady to
consider seriously the teach-
ings of Jehovah’s Witnesses. A
Bible study was arranged then
and there with this couple, and
they began to attend the meet-
ings at the Kingdom Hall. The
Witnesses concluded this expe-
rience by stating: “This shows
that our conduct can also give
a witness, all to the glory and
honor of Jehovah’'s name.”
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Missionary Service
—Come What May!

HE place: Coventry,

England. The time:
seven o’clock in the eve-
ning, November 14, 1940.
Suddenly, air-raid sirens
began to wail as a pre-
lude to what was to be
one of the longest raids
in the history of mod-
era warfare. When the
bombs started falling,
ten other pioneers (full-
time preachers) and |
huddled together under
the stairway of our “pio-
neer home.” My thoughts
turned to my wife, who was away visiting
her mother. Was she safe?

We poured out our hearts to Jehovah for
protection. How happy we were to come
through this ordeal unscathed and to
learn later that my wife and all members
of our little congregation were also safe!
We felt as did the psalmist who declared,
“Your own loving-kindness, O Jehovah,
kept sustaining me.”—Psalm 94:18.

Early Tragedy

From the time of my birth in January
1910, | was reared in a strict religious
home, and that early Bible training helped
me considerably in later years. This was
especially true after my mother’s death in
January 1922, when | was just 12 years
old.

About that time my father, although a
Christadelphian, obtained from the Bible
Students (as Jehovah’s Withesses were
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then known) a set of
C. T. Russell’s Studies in
the Scriptures. One thing
that impressed my father
was the reasonable expla-
nation of the ransom doc-
trine. (Matthew 20:28)
Father felt strongly that
if a Christian accepts the
ransom doctrine, he is
responsible to tell others
about it. He realized, too,
that the Bible Students
were doing just that, so
he sought them out.

In the early 1920’s he
began attending meetings of the Bible
Students in Coventry and took me along
with him. Soon we both began to share in
the preaching work. Dad reached the point
of consecration (now called dedication),
and in 1924 he was baptized. In 1926, at
the age of 16, I, too, was baptized. The
following year, in October 1927, tragedy
struck again—my father died, leaving me
and my younger sister to be cared for.
She went to live with our grandparents,
whereas | continued to live alone.

I was just 17, and | had to identify
Father’s body and make the necessary ar-
rangements for his burial. To me this
was a formidable task, but the Christian
brothers came to my aid. They invited me
to their homes for meals, studied the Bi-
ble with me, and accompanied me in the
preaching work until | felt stronger again.
How | appreciated their kindness during
this difficult period!



Although living in Coventry, | found
employment in the nearby city of Bir-
mingham. During the week, | was able to
attend meetings there. It was at these
midweek meetings that | later met Chris-
tina, who was to become my wife.

Although raised a Methodist, Chris vis-
ited other churches, searching for some-
thing more satisfying. One Sunday morn-
ing two Bible Students visited her home
and left three booklets with her. Short-
ly thereafter, Chris’ mother attended a
meeting of the Bible Students and ac-
quired three books for Chris. Little did her
mother realize how these books were to
influence her daughter’s life, even to the
point of Chris’ going from house to house
with the Kingdom message—something
Chris had said she would never do!

War Declared

In 1934 Chris and | were married. We
both entered married life with the purpose
of ‘seeking first God’s Kingdom,” and
we can truthfully say that Jehovah has
blessed us for pursuing this course. (Mat-
thew 6:33) As our goal, we kept in mind
entering the full-time pioneer ministry.
So we made arrangements for others to
share our home and to work as pioneers
along with us. But by this time, 1939, war
clouds were looming up, and it seemed as
though everyone in Coventry was making
arrangements for a long period of aus-
terity and for protection against possible
bombings.

World War Il was a very difficult period
for everyone but especially for our broth-
ers. For nearly six years, Coventry, as an
industrial centre, was the special target of
the German bombers. This meant many
sleepless nights. We took turns staying up
one night a week to protect our “pioneer
home” and also the homes of our neigh-
hours, while they in turn protected our
home on other nights. There were some

pretty close calls too. Why, on one occa-
sion Chris was visiting a home to share a
Bible message when a raid started. Bombs
fell, and the houses on both sides of the
home she was visiting were completely
destroyed.

In and Out of Prison

Adding to our discomfort was the ha-
rassment by the authorities because of our
neutrality. As a result, Chris and | were
imprisoned for a short term. As soon as |
had served my sentence, | was charged
again, and | ended up going back to pris-
on. This we called cat and mouse, since a
cat will often release a mouse only to
pounce on it again.

Even though we had little contact with
the prison officers, at times we were able
to preach to some of them. | recall one
officer, named Beveridge, who during my
first sentence ridiculed our neutral stand.
When | was imprisoned the second time,
his attitude had improved some. During
my third sentence, he was quite favour-
able, although opportunities to talk with
him were limited. When | finally left pris-
on, | lost contact with him.

Years later, when we were in Portugal,
a letter came from the Society’s office in
Brooklyn advising us that Eric Beveridge,
a graduate of Gilead (the Watchtower
school for training missionaries) was be-
ing assigned to Portugal. How happy we
were to learn that his father had been that
favourable prison officer! He later retired
from prison service and became a baptized
Witness.

Missionary Service and
Unusual Challenges
With the end of the war in 1945, the
Kingdom work in England, as in other
parts of the earth, entered a period of
prosperity and expansion. Brother Knorr,
then the president of the Watch Tower
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In Brazil, we had to learn how to
“knock” at a door— by clapping our
hands loudly at the front gate

Society, and Brother Henschel visited En-
gland and held a special meeting with
all pioneers interested in attending the
Watchtower Bible School of Gilead, which
had been opened in February 1943. Chris-
tina and | attended the meeting, filled out
our preliminary applications, and won-
dered if we would ever be called.

In 1946 the Society invited me to do
circuit work in England, visiting a num-
ber of congregations. | enjoyed this privi-
lege for three years, and then, when least
expected, the final applications for mis-
sionary school arrived! These we filled out
immediately, and shortly thereafter we
were invited to attend the 15th class, be-
ginning in February 1950. The next five
months in Gilead School in upper New
York State were an unforgettable experi-
ence of intensive Bible study and mature
Christian association. Before we realized
it, we were attending graduation at Yan-
kee Stadium on July 30, 1950. Our assign-
ment? Brazil.
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A missionary home was opened in the
coffee-exporting port of Santos, Brazil,
and we were part of a group of eight
missionaries assigned to start our work
there. There was the initial period of
adapting to new customs and the Portu-
guese language. For a child, learning a
new language may be relatively simple.
But for us, at 40 years of age, it was far
from easy. On one occasion | went with
another missionary to buy bread. The
Portuguese word for bread (pdo) sounds
similar to the word for stick (pau), the
former having a slight nasal sound. Not
yet having mastered the nasal sound, we
asked for sticks (paus), and the aston-
ished baker said that he did not have
any!

Another custom that it took a while to
get used to was how to accept hospitality
when a householder offered it. We would
say: “Muito obrigado™ (Thank you very
much), expecting to receive some refresh-
ments. This, however, to the householder
meant no! Finally, we learned the right
expression: “Aceito” (I accept), which
brought pleasure to the householder—and
to us.

We found that we even had to learn how
to “knock™ at a door. You see, the Brazil-
ian custom is to clap the hands loudly at
the front gate. At first it was always a
surprise for us to have the householder
answer our “knock,” but we soon got used
to it.

Unhappily, within six months of our
arrival in Brazil, | contracted an intesti-
nal disorder with amoebas. The prolonged
treatment for the illness left me very
weak, and finally, in March 1954, act-
ing upon the doctor’s advice, we sadly
returned to England. There, in the tern-
perate climate, | gradually recovered, but
during my recuperation we received an
unexpected letter.



A Very Different
Missionary Assignment

The Society invited us to go to Portugal!
There the work had been banned, and the
two previous branch overseers had been
expelled from the country. | was able to
gain entrance into Portugal as a business
representative of an English firm, and we
arrived there in November 1954.

Having worked in Brazil where our
preaching work was carried on openly, we
soon realized that here in Portugal we
would have to exercise care and much tact.
Since our work was banned, we could
not openly identify ourselves as Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses. Door-to-door preaching
was a challenge since we never knew
whom we would meet. If anyone seemed
overly curious or antagonistic, we simply
left the territory, to return another day. It
was not easy to get invited into the homes
since people were understandably suspi-
cious of strangers. However, Chris did
start a study with a lady who later told her
that she really had been afraid to let any-
one into her home. Why did she do so?

It seems that this lady had been praying
to God to show her the right way. But
Chris’ knock came so soon after her prayer
that she felt wary about letting her in! A
Bible study was started, and the lady and
her teenage daughter both progressed to
dedication and baptism. They are still firm
in the truth.

At that time Chris and | were the only
missionaries in Portugal, but gradually
the Society was able to have more sent
into the country. The work progressed
rapidly, especially in the capital, Lisbon.
This increase aroused opposition. Several
brothers were imprisoned, and much liter-
ature was confiscated.

Finally, for us the worst blow came in
1962 when we, along with four other mis-
sionaries, were ordered to leave the coun-
try. We requested an interview with the

We have always tried to ‘seek
first God’s Kingdom’ in our lives,
with resultant blessings

chief of the secret police to ask for a recon-
sideration of our case, since we were merely
teaching people the Bible. His reply: “You
have abused Portuguese hospitality for sev-
en years and will never set foot in Portugal
again!” We were shattered.

It is extremely difficult to describe our
feelings at having to leave after seven
happy years in that missionary field. Ac-
tually, leaving Portugal was much harder
for us than leaving England back in 1950
to go to Gilead. We had worked intimately
with the brothers; we had shared their
joys and their problems. We felt we were
leaving when our help and support were
most needed. But we had no choice.
Our missionary days are over,” we sadly
thought as we set sail for England.

From England to the Amazon!

In England we continued in the full-
time ministry as special pioneers, but we
felt incomplete. We always remembered
the happy times in missionary service,
and we wanted to get back to it—so much
so that we finally wrote to the Society
about the possibility of another assign-
ment, even though by now | was over 50
years of age and Chris was 49. How great
our joy when we received an invitation to
return to Brazil and work from a mission-
ary home in Belem, a city at the mouth of
the Amazon River!

We did appreciate the Society’s letter
giving us an idea of the climate in Belem
—"hot and humid,” it said—and giving us
the option of turning down the assign-
ment. However, we were overjoyed at
the prospect of returning to Brazil, even
though it was to a different part of the
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country. We gladly accepted, and early in
1964 we arrived in our new assignment.

After serving one year in Belem, | was
invited to do circuit work, visiting congre-
gations in that region. This was a real
challenge. The circuit was some 800 miles*
long and 300 miles wide, taking in both
sides of the Amazon River. The heat?
Well, we just had to get accustomed to it!
Conditions were often primitive. Even dirt
highways were few in those days. Clouds
of dust arose from them in the dry season.
With the rainy season, they became im-
passable.

Besides trusting in Jehovah for his pro-
tection, having a good sense of humor
helped. On one visit with an isolated Wit-
ness family, we had to sleep in a stable. In
the morning Chris awoke to find herself
covered with blood. We called out to the
brother, thinking that something serious
had happened. Imagine our surprise when
he calmly informed us that she had appar-
ently been bitten by a vampire bat! One
reference work explains that among bats
in the Amazon region are ‘loodsucking
vampires (Dysopes), although these are by
no means as dangerous as travelers’ tales
would lead one to believe.” Had we known
that before, we would have been less fear-
ful of the outcome!

After serving a year in that circuit, we
were transferred to Rio de Janeiro and
later to Sao Paulo, where we have been
serving now for several years. The Brazil-
ian people are very open and friendly, and
it has been a joy to experience the love and
hospitality of the brothers in this part of
the country as well. At the same time, we
have enjoyed many fine experiences in the
field.

At one house a youngster came in an-
swer to Chris’ handclapping. He said that

*One mile equals 1.6 kilometers.
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his mother could not come to the door
because she was crying. Sensing some-
thing wrong, Chris said, “Tell her that
senhora Christina would like to speak to
her.” The mother came to the door, ask-
ing, “Do you know anything about the
Bible?”

“That is just why | am here!” Chris
answered. She invited Chris inside. On
the table was a large Bible, open where the
lady had been reading, seeking comfort.
She was very upset because her husband
had been away for a week, after a quarrel
between them.

“He’s a good husband and father,” she
said, “and 1I’'m sure he hasn’t gone away
with someone else.” Chris shared some
Bible principles on family life and started
a Bible study in the book The Truth That
Leads to Eternal Life. That very night the
lady went to the Kingdom Hall. Since we
had to leave that week for the next con-
gregation, the study was turned over to a
local publisher. How happy we were when
we visited the congregation again six
months later and met not only the lady
but her husband and three children! Some
time later, both husband and wife were
baptized as Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Now, though both of us are over 70
years of age, we are still able, by Jeho-
vah’s loving-kindness, to continue serving
in our missionary assignment, although
not travelling as much as in the past. It
has been a marvelous privilege to meet
and work with so many mature missionar-
ies and local brothers and sisters. We are
glad that from the very beginning we have
tried to ‘seek first God’s Kingdom’ in our
lives. For over 30 years missionary service
has been our joy. We are ever mindful of
the words of the psalmist, when he said:
“For Jehovah is good; his loving-kindness
is to time indefinite.” (Psalm 100:5) And
how we have appreciated that!



“Walk Worthily... With
Long-Suffering”

HE was repeatedly arrested and sub-

jected to intense interrogation. Once
she was even paraded through the streets in
front of a jeering crowd in company with
nine male prisoners whose crimes varied
from murder to rape and theft. Altogether
she was imprisoned and separated from her
family for more than 20 years.

This Christian woman’s experience is
perhaps not unique, for many have simi-
larly endured long prison terms. But her
“crime” was certainly unusual: She was one
of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Renouncing her
faith could have brought immediate relief.
What therefore enabled this woman not
only to submit to such treatment but also to
retain a measure of happiness?

To answer this question, let us make
reference to another faithful Christian who
was also arrested because of the religious
stand that he took. This was the apostle
Paul. Writing to the congregation at Ephe-
sus, he said: “I, therefore, the prisoner in
the Lord, entreat you to walk worthily of
the calling with which you were called, with
complete lowliness of mind and mildness,
with long-suffering [longness of spirit],
putting up with one another in love, ear-
nestly endeavoring to observe the oneness
of the spirit in the uniting bond of peace.”
—Ephesians 4:1-3.

Christians in Ephesus had a marvelous
“calling” to heavenly life with Christ Jesus.
(1 Peter 1:3, 4) But in order to attain to it,
they had to “walk,” or conduct themselves,
in a way that proved they were worthy of it.
Paul indicated that “long-suffering” was
vital to their doing this. “Long-suffering,”
however, meant more than merely suffering

pain or inconvenience for a prolonged peri-
od of time. A man with a broken leg ‘suffers
long/ but does he have any other choice?
The long-suffering person, however, en-
dures ill-treatment without retaliation or
irritation for a purpose. His slowness to
express anger is an exercise of deliberate
restraint.

Paul showed such restraint in enduring
house arrest. He knew it served “for the
advancement of the good news." (Philippi-
ans 1:12) Also, it allowed Paul to demon-
strate his loyalty and devotion to Jehovah
God, to prove he was ‘walking worthily’ of
his calling to heavenly life. Paul thus hap-
pily endured imprisonment. And many
Christians since then have similarly dem-
onstrated long-suffering. Not all have had
the heavenly “calling.” But they have been
moved to “walk worthily” of the prize of
everlasting life, whether that be in the
heavens or in the earthly realm of the King-
dom.

Nevertheless, comparatively few have
had to suffer the rigors of prison life. Is
long-suffering valuable under other circum-
stances? Yes, indeed, for Paul encouraged
the entire Ephesian congregation to “walk
worthily . . . with long-suffering.” Ephesus
was the most important city in the Roman
province of Asia. Its wealth was a potential
snare for Christians. It was also a city noted
for loose conduct, demonism, sorcery, and
magic, a city filled with worshipers of the
goddess Artemis, or Diana. Said ancient
historian Lucius Seneca concerning such
ones: “Men seek pleasure from every
source. No vice remains within its limits ...
We are overwhelmed with forgetfulness of
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that which is honourable.” Walking wor-
thily’ was therefore a trying experience for
Christians there.

No wonder, then, that Paul further wrote
the Ephesians: “This, therefore, | say and
bear witness to in the Lord, that you no
longer go on walking just as the nations also
walk in the unprofitableness of their minds,
while they are in darkness mentally, and
alienated from the life that belongs to God.”
(Ephesians 4:17, 18) How difficult it must
have been to live among such depraved peo-
pie! But by being long-suffering, a Chris-
tian could at least lead a tolerable life.

Needed Today

We today similarly find ourselves sur-
rounded by wickedness, materialism, and
demonic influence. In fact, there is even
greater pressure on Christians today be-
cause Satan has been cast down to the
vicinity of the earth and is set on destroying
our faith. (Revelation 12:12, 17) We must
therefore pay more than the usual attention
to how we walk if we are to prove worthy.
And like Christians of old, we must be long-
suffering. True, it is unusual for a person
to show such restraint. Nevertheless, long-
suffering is an evidence of God’s spirit upon
a Christian. “The fruitage of the spiritis ...
long-suffering,” says Galatians 5:22. How,
though, does it benefit us?
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Long-suffering helps us tolerate econom-
ic difficulties, health problems, and other
pressures of 20th-century living. We know
why such problems exist and we also know
that relief is in sight! (2 Timothy 3:1-5;
Luke 21:28) Even when we encounter
strong opposition to the work of spread-
ing the good news of the Kingdom, long-
suffering acts like a restraining wall that
not only helps us endure but also keeps our
hope alive.

Following Paul’s advice to “be long-
suffering with joy” has also helped im-
prove touchy domestic situations. (Colos-
sians 1:11) At times Christians are yoked
in marriage to unbelievers. Said one man:
“Not only was our family life very much
disturbed but I also had to endure all kinds
ofhardships... No meals were prepared...
No clothing was cleaned and ready . . .
Sometimes it was filthy language on her
part toward me.” But this Christian man
was long-suffering. “I turned each time to
Jehovah in prayer,” he said, “and | trusted
Him to help me develop the good quality of
long-suffering in order not to lose my Chris-
tian balance . . . This has helped me to
endure.” The outcome? After 20 years of
opposition, his wife became a Christian too!
“How grateful | am to Jehovah,” says this
man, “that he helped me cultivate the fruit
of the spirit, long-suffering.”

Long-Suffering Toward One Another

Since long-suffering is a product of God’s
holy spirit, it is incompatible with “the
works of the flesh,” such as enmities, strife,
jealousy, fits of anger, contentions, and
envies. (Galatians 5:19-21) What results
when we allow these “works” to surface and
dominate in our dealings with one another?

A situation involving Moses illustrates
what can happen. He was said to be “by far
the meekest of all the men who were upon
the surface of the ground.” (Numbers 12:3)
On one occasion, however, he ceased being



long-suffering. When the nation’s water
supply ran out, the faithless people cried
out: “Why have you men brought Jehovah’s
congregation into this wilderness for us and
our beasts of burden to die there?” (Num-
bers 20:4) This situation required on Moses’
part both restraint and sober reflection on
the fact that their rebellious talk was really
directed against Jehovah himself! Moses,
however, allowed fleshly impulses to domi-
nate him. Said the psalmist: “Further, they
caused provocation at the waters of Meri-
bah, so that it went badly with Moses by
reason of them. For they embittered his
spirit and he began to speak rashly with his
lips."—Psalm 106:32, 33.

As if he were the miraculous provider of
water, Moses bitterly said: “Hear, now, you
rebels! Is it from this crag that we shall
bring out water for you?” (Numbers 20:10)
Yes, Moses allowed the quarrelsome and
complaining spirit of others to get the bet-
ter of him. And because of his loss of re-
straint and also his failing to glorify Jeho-
vah, he was denied entry into the Promised
Land.

Christians today must beware of falling
into this snare. At times our own Christian
brothers can be a source of provocation, as
the Israelites were to Moses. “But a slave of
the Lord does not need to fight, but needs
to be gentle toward all, qualified to teach,
keeping himself restrained under evil.”
(2 Timothy 2:24) The exhortation at 1 Thes-
salonians 5:14 is thus appropriate: “Be
long-suffering toward all.”

Worthy Examples to Imitate

Christ set a perfect example of long-
suffering. He had to endure not only “con-
trary talk by sinners” but also problems
that arose among his own disciples. (He-
brews 12:3) At times they were slow either
to comprehend or to apply his teachings.
Yet, never did he deal harshly with them.
When on the night of his betrayal his disci-

pies fell asleep, Christ kindly exhorted them
by saying: “Why are you sleeping? Rise and
carry on prayer, that you do not enter into
temptation.”—Luke 22:46.

Since his resurrection, Jesus has con-
tinued to manifest patience and long-
suffering. Saul, for example, was a persecu-
tor of Christians, a blasphemer, and an
insolent man. Yet Christ showed him mercy
in a way that led to Saul’s becoming a
prominent follower of Christ. Paul (former-
ly Saul) explains: “The reason why | was
shown mercy was that by means of me as
the foremost case Christ Jesus might dem-
onstrate all his long-suffering for a sample
of those who are going to rest their faith on
him for everlasting life.”—1 Timothy 1
15, 16.

The Scriptures tell us to “follow his
[Christ’s] steps closely.” (1 Peter 2:21) Do
you show the same patience toward fellow
believers when they are slow to apply some
Bible principle? Do you grant a similar
long-suffering spirit toward people of the
world who are ignorant of the truth? Are
you moved to help such ones find the truth?

The incomparable example of long-
suffering, however, is Jehovah. “Jehovah is
merciful and gracious, slow to anger and
abundant in loving-kindness.” (Psalm
103:8; Exodus 34:5-7) Though men such as
Moses became frustrated with the stubborn
Israelites, Jehovah said: “All day long |
have spread out my hands toward a people
that is disobedient and talks back.” (Ro-
mans 10:21) But there was purpose behind
such long-suffering. Like a father with a
wayward son, Jehovah refused to give up
hope for improvement in his strained rela-
tionship with Israel. And his forbearance
produced results—a remnant of that nation
was saved!

Limits to Long-Suffering

God’s patience is not limitless, however.
Israel’s persistent resistance to Jehovah’s
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warnings resulted in their being alienated
from God as a nation. Said Isaiah: “But they
themselves rebelled and made his holy spirit
feel hurt. He now was changed into an
enemy of theirs; he himself warred against
them.” (Isaiah 63:10) Yes, in time “the rage
of Jehovah came up against his people.”
(2 Chronicles 36:15, 16) His long-suffering
came to its end.

This has serious implications for us to-
day. It would be unreasonable to conclude
that God will forever tolerate wrongdoing.
True, as Paul says: “God, although having
the will to demonstrate his wrath and to
make his power known, tolerated with much
long-suffering vessels of wrath made fit for
destruction.” Yet there has been a purpose
in such toleration: to “make known the
riches of his glory.” (Romans 9:22, 23) Yes,
as a result of God,s restraint, his name has
been declared throughout the earth. Also,
God has announced his “day of vengeance”
by means of his people. (Isaiah 61:2) It
is true that many mock and ridicule this
warning message, like the Epicureans and
Stoics in Paurs day who said, “What is it
this chatterer would like to tell?” (Acts
17:18) But remember, God will bring “ven-
geance upon those who do not know God
and those who do not obey the good news
about our Lord Jesus.”—2 Thessalonians
1:8.

In the meantime, however, we must con-
tinue with the work of preaching God’s
judgments until God reveals that it is time
to stop. We must ‘exercise patience until
the presence of the Lord.” (James 5:7) But
patiently enduring the various evils that
life in this system brings upon us will pro-
duce tangible results. It will increase our
dependence upon Jehovah. It will smooth
out our relationships with others and pre-
vent needless problems from developing.
Long-suffering may mean hardship, but re-
gardless of who we are or where we may be
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living, whether free or imprisoned, experi-
encing opposition either at home or in the
Christian ministry, the peace and unity
that long-suffering promotes will add joy
and contentment to our lives. (Ephesians
4:2) By all means, then, walk worthily with
long-suffering.

Annual Meeting
October 5, 1985

THE ANNUAL MEETING of the mem-
bers of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract
Society of Pennsylvania on October 5,
1985, will be held at the Assembly Hall
of Jehovahs Witnesses, 973 Flatbush
Avenue in the Borough of Brooklyn, New
York City. A preliminary meeting of the
members only will be held at 9:30 am.,
followed by the general annual meeting
at 10:00 a.m., Saturday, October 5,
1985.

It will be appreciated if the members of
the Corporation will inform the Secre-
tarys Office of any change in their mail-
ing addresses during the past year so
that the regular letters of notice and
proxies can reach them shortly after Au-
gust 15.

The proxies, which will be sent to the
members along with the notice of the
annual meeting, are to be returned so as
to reach the Office of the Secretary of
the Society not later than September 1
As each member knows, he should com-
plete and return his proxy promptly, stat-
ing whether he is going to be at the
meeting personally or not. The informa-
tion given on each proxy should be def-
inite on this point, as it will be relied upon
in determining in advance those who will
actually be personally present.

It is expected that the entire session,
including the formal business meeting
and reports, will be concluded by
1:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter. There will
be no afternoon session. Due to limited
space, admission will be by ticket only.
No arrangements will be made for tying
in the annual meeting by telephone lines
to other locations.



Questbns From Readers

m How does the holy spirit work along with the modern-day Gov-
erning Body in the appointment of elders?

The apostle Paul told Chris-
tian elders from Ephesus: “Pay
attention to yourselves and to all
the flock, among which the holy
spirit has appointed you over-
seers, to shepherd the congre-
gation of God, which he pur-
chased with the blood of his
own Son.”"—Acts 20:28.

Paul did not explain in detall
how God's spirit functioned in
such appointments. However,
we can gain insight from what
occurred when the first-century
governing body considered a
question concerning circumci-
sion. In summarizing their con-
elusion, they wrote: “For the
holy spirit and we ourselves
have favored adding no further
burden to you, except these
necessary things.” (Acts 15:28)
How did God'’s spirit, his imper-
sonal active force, contribute to
the binding decision reached at
that time?

Acts chapter 15 shows that
first Paul and Barnabas outlined
the question. Then a discussion
took place. The apostle Peter
related what had led up to bap-
tism of the uncircumcised Gen-
tile Cornelius and his household.
Peter explained that ‘God bore
witness by giving them the holy
spirit, just as he did to us also.’
(Acts 15:7, 8; 10:9-48) Next
Paul and Barnabas ‘related the
many signs and portents that
God did through them among
the nations.’ (Acts 15:12) Thus,
by its operation on Peter, Cor-
nelius, Paul, and Barnabas, the
holy spirit indicated that Gen-

tiles did not need to be circum-
cised.

Yet there were additional op-
erations of the spirit involved in
that decision reached by the
governing body. We can assume
that they had asked for the help
of the spirit on their delib-
erations. Such help may have
moved the disciple James to re-
call the prophecy at Amos 9:
11, 12, and to see its appli-
cation. That prophecy had, of
course, been written under the
inspiration of the holy spirit.
(Acts 15:13-20) Furthermore,
“the apostles and older men in
Jerusalem” who made up the
governing body were Christians
who were anointed with holy
spirit and who manifested its
operation in their lives, such as
by producing its fruits.—Acts
15:2; Romans 8:14-17; 1 Co-
rinthians 7:40; Galatians 5:
22, 23.

So without there being some
audible directive from heaven
on the circumcision question,
those of the governing body
could accurately say that “the
holy spirit” had led to their deci-
sion.

It is similar with the appoint-
ment of Christian men to be el-
ders, or overseers, in the con-
gregations today. Periodically a
group of elders (likely including
a traveling overseer of the So-
ciety) meet to consider recom-
mending brothers for appoint-
ment as overseers. Those in the
group have themselves been
appointed as elders and they

manifest in their lives that they
have the spirit. Their discussion
is opened with prayer for the
spirit’s guidance. Then, during
the meeting, they analyze
whether each brother being
considered measures up to the
qualifications for elders set out
in the Bible, which have been
recorded under the direction of
holy spirit. (1 Timothy 3:2-7; Ti-
tus 1:597) They also consider
whether the brother evidences
in his manner of life that he is
“full of spirit and wisdom.” (Acts
6:3) If they agree that he is of
that sort and meets the qualifi-
cations to a reasonable degree,
their recommendation is for-
warded to the spirit-designated
Governing Body or its chosen
representatives. Later the con-
gregation may be informed that
the brother has been appointed.

Understandably, the appoint-
ed elder is still imperfect and
may have limitations. But the
apostles were imperfect, both
before Jesus chose them and
later when they served on the
governing body. (Luke 9:46, 54;
22:54-62; Galatians 2:11-14)
They certainly did, though, have
God’s spirit and were appointed
under its guidance. Comparably,
brothers and sisters can be con-
fident that ‘the holy spirit has
appointed the overseers, to
shepherd the congregation.
(Acts 20:28) It is regarding such
men that the counsel is given:
“Remember those who are tak-
ing the lead among you, who
have spoken the word of God
to you, and as you contemplate
how their conduct turns out
imitate their faith.”—Hebrews
13:7.
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A Remedy

With all the problems people have these days,
it is little wonder that there is so much stress-
related illness. A grandmother from Canada
describes her situation and how she receives
relief.

"I am raising an 11-year-old grandson and
recently got a 14-year-old granddaughter to try
to help. | have bad nerves, but I just wanted to
let you know that when | get to feeling down
not only do | pray to Jehovah but | have found
something else that is really helpful.

"I drop what | am doing and lie or sit down
with the Kingdom Melodies tapes on. I close my
eyes and push other thoughts out of my mind
by recalling what | can of the words as the
music plays. When 1| get up, | feel much better
and am once again able to carry on."
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