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A B affling Dream That 
—  Touches You

IT FRIGHTENED and puzzled him. ‘I 
have had dreams before,’ the king 

no doubt mused, ‘and my priests, with 
their magic, would give me their in­
terpretation. If they could not reveal 
the hidden meaning of a dream, then 
I would call my conjurers to explain it 
for me. If they failed, surely my astrol­
ogers would unravel the mystery. But 
this dream, why is it so baffling?’

So Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, the 
ruler of the greatest world power of the 
sixth century B.C.E., may well have 
wondered. He could not find an inter­
preter for his strange dream through­
out his entire empire, except one—the 
foreign captive Daniel of Judah. Once 
before, this worshiper of the God Jeho­

vah had explained a dream for Nebu­
chadnezzar that no one else was able 
to solve.—Daniel 2:1-45.

But you may ask: ‘Why should this 
interest me? Dreams are a normal part 
of human life. Why should this one 
be any different?’ Well, it is different. 
How? Because its meaning touches you 
and everyone else who has lived since 
the year 1914.

The King’s Dream
While relaxing in his terraced gar­

den palace, Nebuchadnezzar dreams of 
an unusually large tree:

“Now the visions o f my head upon my 
bed I happened to be beholding, and, look! a 
tree in the midst o f the earth, the height of
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The Babylonian king’s dream 
has a twofold meaning. 

One affects you

which was immense. The tree grew up and 
became strong, and its very height finally 
reached the heavens, and it was visible to 
the extremity o f the whole earth. Its foliage 
was fair, and its fruit was abundant, and 
there was food for all on it. Under it the 
beast of the field would seek shade, and on 
its boughs the birds o f the heavens would 
dwell, and from it all flesh would feed it­
self.”— Daniel 4:10-12.

What the king sees next in his dream 
startles him; an angel shouts out the 
command:

“Chop the tree down, and cut off its 
boughs. Shake off its foliage, and scatter 
its fruitage. Let the beast flee from under 
it, and the birds from its boughs. Howev­
er, leave its rootstock itself in the earth, 
even with a banding o f iron and of cop­
per, among the grass o f the field; and with 
the dew of the heavens let it be wet, and 
with the beast let its portion be among 
the vegetation o f the earth. Let its heart 
be changed from that o f mankind, and let 
the heart o f a beast be given to it, and let 
seven times pass over it. By the decree of 
watchers the thing is, and by the saying 
o f holy ones the request is, to the intent 
that people living may know that the Most 
High is Ruler in the kingdom of mankind 
and that to the one whom he wants to, he 
gives it and he sets up over it even the 
lowliest one of mankind.”— Daniel 4:13-17.

The Dream’s Meaning for the King
World rulership is the theme of the 

king’s dream. The dream has a two­
fold meaning. One involved Nebuchad­
nezzar. The other affects you. Daniel 
explains what the heaven-high tree pic­
tures for Nebuchadnezzar: “It is you, 
O king, because you have grown great
4 THE WATCHTOWER-APRIL 1, 1984

and become strong, and your grandeur 
has grown great and reached to the 
heavens, and your rulership to the ex­
tremity of the earth.”—Daniel 4:22.

Next, Daniel disentangles the mean­
ing of the rest of the proud king’s vi­
sion: Nebuchadnezzar will experience a 
temporary fall from rulership due to an 
illness that will cause him to act like 
a grazing beast. It will last for seven 
years. But once those “seven times” 
pass, his sanity will be restored and 
so will his rulership. This was pictured 
by the two constricting metal bands 
wrapped around the dream tree’s root- 
stock. Remove the bands and at once 
the tree will sprout again. The point 
to all of this, says Daniel, is to prove 
“that the Most High is Ruler in the 
kingdom of mankind, and that to the 
one whom he wants to he gives it.” 
—Daniel 4:23-26.

Twelve months after Daniel inter­
prets the king’s dream, it comes true 
—Nebuchadnezzar suddenly loses his 
senses and his crown. Seven years lat­
er, again true to Daniel’s words, Nebu­
chadnezzar’s sanity is recovered and he 
is restored to his throne with “great­
ness extraordinary,” thus prompting 
the king to admit: “Now I, Nebuchad­
nezzar, am praising and exalting and 
glorifying the King of the heavens, be­
cause all his works are truth and his 
ways are justice, and because those 
who are walking in pride he is able to 
humiliate.”—Daniel 4:29-37.

The lesson was learned. The Al­
mighty God, Jehovah, had the final say 
as to who will rule the earth and when. 
But the meaning of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream was not limited to affecting peo­
ple in Babylon. Its prophetic import 
of world rulership reaches into this 
20th century and touches even you.



a Marked Year—Why?
WHERE were you in the year 1914?

Would you answer: ‘I was not 
born’? But a few million people today 
can still remember the year 1914.

In 1914 Mary was completing her last 
year in high school, learning German 
and anticipating a rewarding career 
as a schoolteacher. That summer, be­
fore going off to college, she was out 
in the fields of her father’s farm on 
the northeastern coast of the United 
States picking worms off the shiny 
skins of ripening tomatoes when half­
way around the world, in Sarajevo, 
an assassin’s bullet cut short the 
life of an Austrian archduke. It 
sparked the explosion of World 
War I. When news of the war 
reached Mary, she thought: ‘It 
has come true! Just what the 
Bible Students were saying has 
come true; 1914 is going to be a 
marked year!’

Mary was not the only one who 
felt that way about world events.
On August 30, 1914, the arrest­
ing headline “End of All King-

In its August 30, 1914, issue, the 
New York newspaper The World 
drew attention to the remarkable 
fact that the International Bible 
Students Association (Jehovah’s 
Witnesses) had pointed to 1914 as 
a marked date in Bible prophecy

doms in 1914” blazed across page 4 of 
the Sunday magazine section of The 
World, a leading New York newspaper. 
“The terrific war outbreak in Europe 
has fulfilled an extraordinary prophe­
cy,” stated this feature article. “For 
a quarter of a century past, through 
preachers and through press, the ‘In­
ternational Bible Students [Jehovah’s 
Witnesses],’ best known as ‘Millennial 
Dawners,’ have been proclaiming to the 
world that the Day of Wrath prophesied 
in the Bible would dawn in 1914. ‘Look 
out for 1914!’ has been the cry of the

The World Magazine. Aufuit M. 1*14

fEND OF A LL KINGDOMS IN 19141 
'M /l/enn/a/ D anners'23 YearPropfieei/
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hundreds of traveling evangelists who, 
representing this strange creed, have 
gone up and down the country enun­
ciating the doctrine that ‘the Kingdom 
of God is at hand.’ ”

Whether you were alive in that year 
or not, 1914 should mean more to you

The Watchtower magazine, as 
far back as December of 1879, 

pointed to 1914 as a marked date

than a mere calendar sheet curled and 
yellowed with age or a headline on a 
crumbled magazine page. It is a mo­
mentous year that touches your life 
today.

Why Is 1914 a Marked Year?
How did Jehovah’s Witnesses know 

more than 30 years in advance that 
1914 would be an important date for 
divine rulership? Though the Witness­
es at the time did not understand the 
full implication of events about to take 
place, the Watch Tower magazine as 
far back as December of 1879 pointed 
to 1914 as a marked date in regard to

God’s rule was under 
restraint until the 

Gentile Times ended

Bible prophecy. And the March 1880 
issue of the Watch Tower linked God’s 
Kingdom rule with the ending of what 
Jesus Christ referred to as “the ap­
pointed times of the nations,” or “the 
times of the Gentiles.” (Luke 21:24; 
Authorized Version) That Watch Tow­
er said: “ ‘The Times of the Gentiles’ 
extend to 1914, and the heavenly king­
dom will not have full sway till then.”
6 THE WATCHTOWER-APRIL 1, 1984

What is meant by the expression 
‘Gentile Times,’ or “appointed times of 
the nations”? And how is it connected 
with God’s Kingdom? To answer these 
questions, let us take a more detailed 
look at Jesus’ words. He said: “Jerusa­
lem will be trampled on by the nations 
[Gentiles], until the appointed times 
of the nations [Gentiles] are fulfilled.” 
—Luke 21:24.

What is meant by “Jerusalem”? It 
points to God’s Kingdom. How do we 
know? Ancient Israel was God’s cho­
sen people from 1513 B.C.E. down to 
the first century of our Common Era. 
(Exodus 19:6; Matthew 23:37, 38) Je­
hovah organized them under a typi­
cal theocratic government, or God-rule. 
Jerusalem became the capital city. It 
was there that the God-anointed line 
of kings from David sat “upon Jeho­
vah’s throne.” They ruled as kings for 
Jehovah. (1 Chronicles 29:23; 2 Chron­
icles 9:8) The Cyclopaedia by M’Clin- 
tock and Strong states: “Jerusalem had 
been made the imperial residence of 
the king of all Israel; and the Temple, 
often called ‘the house of Jehovah,’ con­
stituted at the same time the residence 
of the King of kings, the supreme head 
of the theocratical state.”

When and how was Jerusalem tram­
pled on by the Gentiles? The tram­
pling began in 607 B.C.E. How? By the 
abrupt ending of the Davidic dynasty. 
King Zedekiah was dethroned and the 
city of Jerusalem destroyed by waves 
of invading Babylonians under Nebu­
chadnezzar. The Bible at Ezekiel 21: 
26, 27 foretold this breach in the Da­
vidic line of kings by saying: “Lift off 
the crown . . .  it will certainly become 
no one’s until he comes who has the 
legal right, and I must give it to him.” 
God’s rule was under restraint until 
“the appointed times of the nations”



would end. Thus, the Gentile Times 
were a time period when the nations 
ruled without Jehovah God’s having a 
government to represent his rulership 
in the earth.

When the Gentile Times ended, Je­
hovah was to give the power to rule 
to the One “who has the legal right,” 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, 1914 would 
mark the time when Christ began to 
rule as King in God’s heavenly King­
dom, and since his rulership extends 
down to this day, it touches you.

How was the chronology figured to 
mark 1914? The June 1880 issue of 
the Watch Tower magazine explains: 
“The long period of 2520 years and 
their bitter experience under the do­
minion of the beasts, (human govern­
ments, Dan. vii.) is clearly represented 
in Dan. iv., by the ‘seven times’ of 
Nebuchadnezzar and his bitter experi­
ence among the beasts.” So we must 
return to the baffling dream of the 
Babylonian king to trace its line of 
chronology to 1914.

Prophetic Blueprint
Jehovah, by means of his prophets, 

has always given his people a prophet­
ic blueprint to follow. “For the Sover­
eign Lord Jehovah will not do a thing 
unless he has revealed his confiden­
tial matter to his servants the proph­
ets,” states Amos 3:7. For example, 
Noah was God’s special messenger over
4,000 years ago. Jehovah gave Noah a 
prophetic warning of the watery de­
struction that was to come upon that 
wicked world. (Genesis 6:3; 7:4) What 
occurred then was also a pattern of a 
future destruction of the ungodly dur­
ing the invisible “presence of the Son 
of man,” Jesus Christ. (Matthew 24: 
37-39) So it should not seem unusual 
that what Daniel traced out for Nebu­

chadnezzar’s world rulership—his fall 
and his return to power—was also a 
small-scale illustration of variations in 
theocratic world domination by God’s 
anointed King.

What do we see when we exam­
ine the prophetic pattern of Daniel 4: 
10-17? The giant, heaven-high tree rep­

When the Gentile Times 
ended, Jehovah gave the 

power to rule to Jesus Christ

resents divine rulership. The tree was 
cut down when God’s Kingdom of Ju­
dah with its capital in Jerusalem fell 
in 607 B.C.E. After “seven times” of 
beastly rule by the nations passed, the 
two constraining bands of metal were 
released, and divine rulership was re­
stored when Jesus Christ began to rule 
as King in God’s heavenly government 
in 1914.

A Day for a Year
How do we know that the “seven 

times” are 2,520 years? The calcula­
tions are made in a way similar to

1914 marked the time when 
Christ began to rule as King 

in God’s heavenly government

those made by the Watch Tower So­
ciety’s first president, C. T. Russell, 
in 1877 and recorded in the book he 
coauthored entitled The Three Worlds. 
This is how it is done: In Revelation 
chapter 12, verses 6 and 14, we learn 
that 1,260 days are equal to “a time 
[that is, 1 time] and times [that is, 
2 times] and half a time,” or a total 
of 3V2 times. So “a time” would be
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Another prophecy, found in the 
ninth chapter of Daniel, focuses on 
the human arrival of the Messiah 
—the future King of God’s Kingdom— 
even pinpointing the very year of his 
appearance! A time period of “seventy 
weeks” is involved. (Daniel 9:24-27) It is 
generally recognized by Bible scholars

that each day of those prophetic weeks 
is equal to one year. Since one of 
Daniel’s prophecies correctly predicted 
the human arrival of the Messiah, it 
should not be so unusual if another one 
of his prophecies predicted the invisible 
arrival of the Messiah, or Christ, in 
God’s heavenly Kingdom.

equal to 360 days. “Seven times” would 
be 360 multiplied by 7, or 2,520 days. 
Now if we count a day for a year, 
according to a Bible rule, the “sev­
en times” equal 2,520 years. (Numbers 
14:34; Ezekiel 4:6) Therefore, the du­
ration of the “seven times,” the Gentile 
Times, is from 607 B.C.E. to 1914 C.E.

What reasons are there for believing 
that Nebuchadnezzar’s prophetic tree 
dream stretches into our 20th century 
and finds fulfillment in God’s King­
dom? One reason is this: Much of the 
book of Daniel involves prophecies that 
find fulfillment in world rulership and 
God’s Kingdom after the lifetime of 
Daniel. Read, for example, Daniel chap­
ter 2. It depicts a multimetal image

representing successive world powers 
that are pulverized. By what? God’s 
Kingdom! (Daniel 2:44) Or read Dan­
iel chapter 7 where successive world 
governments are seen as wild beasts 
rising out of the sea and finally being 
replaced by one rulership. Which one? 
God’s Kingdom! (Daniel 7:14) Or read 
Daniel chapters 11 and 12. In those 
chapters a king of the north and a king 
of the south keep testing each other 
out in a battle for world supremacy un­
til they meet their defeat at the hand 
of Prince Michael. (Daniel 12:1) Who 
is this Michael? Jesus Christ, ruler in 
God’s Kingdom!

Thus the year 1914 was marked 
for a very good reason. It signaled 

the start of the righ­
teous rule toward the 
earth by God’s King­
dom. It spelled doom 
for the wicked. It point­
ed to “the last days” 
of this ungodly sys­
tem of things. (2 Tim­
othy 3:1) It signaled a 
countdown to the start 
of a Paradise earth.

There are other rea­
sons why 1914 is 
a marked year that 
touches you. These will 
be considered in future 
issues of The Watch- 
tower.

WHAT THE KING’S DREAM MEANS FOR YOU

^^eflkChopped

8 THE WATCHTOWER-APRIL 1, 1984



Insight on the News
Asking God

If you could, what three ques­
tions would you ask God? That 
was the query posed in a re­
cent Gallup poll of men and 
women throughout 300 cities 
and towns. As reported in New 
York’s D a ily  N e w s , evangelist 
Pat Robertson decided to find 
out, by means of the poll, wheth­
er others in the United States 
agreed with the question he 
would like to ask God if giv­
en the chance: “When will the 
world end?” The results sur­
prised him. “People are more 
concerned about what happens 
now rather than about what 
happens sometime in the fu­
ture,” Robertson said.

“Will there ever be a last­
ing world peace?” turned out to 
be the question people would 
most like to ask. Next, in or­
der, were: (2) “How can I be 
a better person?” (3) “What 
does the future hold for me 
and my family?” (4) “Will there 
ever be a cure for all diseas­
es?” (5) “Why is there suffering 
in the world?” and (6) “Is there 
life after death?”

Yet, God has not kept man 
in ignorance on any of these 
questions. Lovingly, through the 
pages of his Word, the Bi­
ble, he has clearly set out 
the answers. Indeed, a number 
of them are answered in but 
one verse— part of the apostle 
John’s inspired vision of “the 
things that must shortly take 
place.” John wrote: “He [God] 
will wipe out every tear from 
their eyes, and death will be no 
more, neither will mourning nor 
outcry nor pain be anymore.

The former things have passed 
away.” (Revelation 1:1; 21:4) 
Complete, Bible-based answers 
to all the foregoing questions 
can be found in issues of this 
magazine.

Pagan Beliefs 
“Christianized”

“In A.D. 601, Pope Gregory 
the First, known as Gregory the 
Great, issued an edict to his 
missionaries concerning the na­
tive beliefs and customs of the 
peoples he hoped to convert,” 
states a recent issue of N a tu ­
ra l  H is to ry  magazine. “Instead 
of trying to obliterate peoples’ 
customs and beliefs, the pope’s 
instructions were, use them. If a 
group of people worship a tree, 
rather than cut it down, conse­
crate it to Christ and allow them 
to continue their worship.” Call­
ing this a “brilliant concept” and 
the “basic principle in Catho­
lic missionary work,” the article 
continues: “Catholic holy days 
were purposely set at the time 
of native holy days. Christmas, 
for instance, was assigned the 
arbitrary date of December 25 
because it corresponded to the 
midwinter celebration of many 
peoples. For the same reason, 
Saint John’s day was set at the 
summer solstice.”

However “brilliant” the idea 
was toward the spreading of so- 
called Christianity, it certainly is 
not God’s way of doing things. 
When the Israelites were about 
to enter the Promised Land, 
they were instructed by God 
to destroy thoroughly a l l pagan 
worship there. (Numbers 33:52; 
Deuteronomy 7:5, 6) And for

true Christians, “clean and un­
defiled” worship requires that 
they keep themselves “without 
spot from the world.”— James 
1:27.

Abolish Religion?
“If ways cannot be found 

to insulate politics and state­
craft from religion, consider­
ation [should] be given to 
abolishing religion itself.” So 
suggests author John Bartlow 
Martin, a former ambassador, 
writing in U S A  T o d ay . Men­
tioning religion’s dominance in 
such past events as the Cru­
sades and the Spanish Inqui­
sition, its divisive force today 
and the bloodshed and unrest 
caused by modern “apostles of 
zealotry,” Mr. Martin says: “If 
one watches the evening tele­
vision news, one cannot but 
be struck by how much of the 
world’s trouble is rooted in re­
ligion. And few secular politi­
cal rivalries ever generate the 
bloodthirsty fervor of religious 
war.”

Jehovah God, too, has taken 
note of the “bloodthirsty” ways 
of false religion. Calling it Bab­
ylon the Great, his Word fore­
tells the annihilation of false 
religion at the hands of the polit­
ical powers— this as the harbin­
ger of the complete destruction 
of the present wicked sys­
tem of things. While Mr. Mar­
tin states that the realization 
of his suggestion to abolish re­
ligion is ‘probably impossible,’ 
God assures us that His just 
decision against false religion 
w ill be carried out.— Revelation 
17:1-6, 15-17; 18:4, 5.
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Jehovah’s Word Is Sure!
‘I Jehovah make good my servant’s word.’

— ISAIAH 44:24-26. Byington.

WHAT will tomorrow bring? People 
would like to know. But how un­

satisfying their forecasts! To illustrate: 
Back in 1864 naturalist Alfred R. Wal­
lace predicted this man-made ‘future 
for the human race’ : “Each one will 
. . . work out his own happiness in 
relation to that of his fellows; . . . 
the well balanced moral faculties will 
never permit any one to transgress on 
the equal freedom of others; . . . each 
man will be guided by the best of laws; 
a thorough appreciation of the rights, 
and a perfect sympathy with the feel­
ings, of all about him.” Why, Wallace 
foretold that man would convert our 
earth into “as bright a paradise as ever 
haunted the dreams of seer or poet”!

2 The author of those words died 
just nine months before mankind was 
plunged into the dark night of World 
War I. Where, then, was that ‘bright 
paradise’ filled with compassionate peo­
ple? And what of today? Unquestion­
ably, ‘the love of the greater number 
has cooled o f f—and that despite any 
predictions to the contrary. (Matthew 
24:12) But should this make us doubt 
all prophecy? Jehovah God identifies 
himself as the One ‘who reverses wise 
men and makes their knowledge foolish, 
while making good his servant’s word.’
1. What future was predicted back in 1864?
2. The failure of mere human forecasts leads 
to what questions?
10 THE WATCHTOWER-APRIL 1, 1984

(Isaiah 44:24-26, By) However, some 
may ask: ‘Can we rely on Bible prophe­
cies? Is Jehovah’s Word really sure?’

Ruin and Restoration
3 There is an abundance of evidence 

to prove that we can, indeed, rely on 
Bible prophecy. For instance, prophe­
cies of ruin and of restoration came 
true in the case of God’s ancient peo­
ple, the Israelites. When they faithful­
ly worshiped Jehovah, they prospered 
in their God-given ‘land of milk and 
honey.’ (Leviticus 20:24; 1 Kings 4: 
1, 20) But they had been forewarned 
that this virtual paradise would be­
come a devastated wilderness if they 
disobeyed. (Leviticus 26:27-35) In the 
year 607 B.C.E., some 900 years after 
Moses recorded Leviticus, the Babylo­
nians conquered Judah and Jerusalem. 
Not long thereafter, Jews remaining 
in the land fled to Egypt, and the 
foretold desolation was complete.—Jer­
emiah 39:8-10; 40:5; 41:2; 43:1-7.

4 More than a century before Jeru­
salem’s destruction, however, Jehovah 
had promised to return his repentant 
people to their desolated homeland and 
to restore its paradisaic splendor. (Isa-

3. In keeping with Leviticus 26:27-35, what 
happened to Judah and Jerusalem in the sev­
enth century B.C.E.?
4. (a) Long before Jerusalem’s destruction in 
607 B.C.E., what promise had Jehovah made to 
his people? (b) How was this promise fulfilled?



iah 35:1-4) God also had said: “I Jeho­
vah, . . . who make good my servant’s 
word and execute my messengers’ plan, 
am he who says of Jerusalem ‘it shall 
be inhabited’ and of the cities of Ju­
dah ‘they shall be rebuilt and I will 
rehabilitate her wastes.’ ” (Isaiah 44: 
24-26, By) In 539 B.C.E., Babylon was 
conquered by the Medes and the Per­
sians led by Cyrus, even as Isaiah had 
foretold. (Isaiah 44:27-45:6) Cyrus’ de­
cree allowing the Jews to return to 
their homeland and rebuild the temple 
went into effect in 537 B.C.E., and in 
time the land of Judah did undergo 
the foretold transformation. (Ezra 1: 
1-4; Isaiah 35:5-10; Ezekiel 36:35) How 
sure Jehovah’s Word!

Tyre Could Not Defy Prophecy
5 Divinely inspired prophecy also was 

fulfilled upon the ancient city of Tyre, 
rightly called “the Queen of the Sea.” 
Concerning this Phoenician seaport, Je­
hovah had declared: “I am against you, 
0  Tyre, and I will bring up against you 
many nations . . . Here I am bringing 
against Tyre Nebuchadrezzar the king 
of Babylon . . . and your towers he will 
pull down . . . And your stones and 
your woodwork and your dust they will 
place in the very midst of the water. 
. . . And I will make you a shining, 
bare surface of a crag. A drying yard 
for dragnets is what you will become.” 
—Ezekiel 26:3-14.

6 Such a downfall seemed impossible. 
According to the Jewish historian Jose­
phus, the Babylonian siege of Tyre last­
ed 13 years. (Josephus, Against Apion, 
Book I, Chapter 21) History does not 
record how effective Nebuchadnezzar’s 
efforts were, although the loss of Tyri-
5. Through Ezekiel, what had Jehovah foretold 
regarding Tyre?
6. In fulfillment of prophecy, what happened 
to ancient Tyre?

an property and lives must have been 
great. A later prophetic pronounce­
ment through Zechariah indicated that 
God would destroy the city complete­
ly. (Zechariah 9:3, 4) This prophecy 
was fulfilled nearly 200 years after it 
was given. By then those living in the 
nearby island city of Tyre felt secure 
behind its formidable walls. However, 
in 332 B.C.E., the forces of Alexander 
the Great overthrew that island city, 
using debris from mainland Tyre to 
build a causeway leading to the island. 
Since then this artificial peninsula has 
been enlarged by sand deposited there 
by the water. Moreover, in the present 
seaport village, fishermen can be seen 
drying their nets—another fulfillment 
of prophecy. Certainly, Jehovah’s Word 
is sure!

The “ City of Bloodshed” Bows
7 God’s prophetic Word also proved 

true in the case of ancient Nineveh, 
the capital of the Assyrian Empire that 
oppressed Jehovah’s people. (2 Kings 
17:1-6; 1 Chronicles 5:6, 26) Concern­
ing Nineveh, at the height of its power 
Jehovah declared through his prophets: 
“Plunder silver, you men; plunder gold; 
as there is no limit to the things in 
arrangement. . . . Emptiness and void­
ness, and a city laid waste! . . . Woe 
to the city of bloodshed.” (Nahum 2: 
9, 10; 3:1) “He will make Nineveh a 
desolate waste, . . . and in the midst of 
her, droves will certainly lie stretched 
out.”—Zephaniah 2:13, 14.

8 How could this possibly occur? Nin­
eveh was “the great city.” (Jonah 1:2) 
According to ancient historian Diodo­
rus, Nineveh had a 100-foot (30-m)

7, 8. (a) Through his prophets, what had Je­
hovah foretold regarding Nineveh? (b) Why 
would it have seemed impossible for Nineveh 
to become a “desolate waste”?
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wall, wide enough for three 
chariots abreast to trav­
el upon it. In the prophet 
Jonah’s day (the ninth cen­
tury B.C.E.), more than
120,000 men inhabited the 
city. (Jonah 4:11) Was all 
of this to become a “deso­
late waste”?

9 In 632 B.C.E., 16 or 
more years after Zeph- 
aniah’s prophecy, the 
Babylonians and the 
Medes besieged Nin­
eveh. According to 
Diodorus (Book II, Chap­
ter 27), “heavy and con­
tinuous rains” caused the Euphrates 
River to overflow its banks. It “both 
inundated a portion of the city and 
broke down the walls for a distance 
of twenty stades.” Nineveh was taken. 
“They carried off much spoil from the 
city and temple-area and turned the 
city into a ruin-mound and heap of 
debris,” states the ancient Babylonian 
Chronicle. Nineveh became a lost city 
for centuries. Its overthrow certain­
ly was “good news” to God’s people, 
who were reassured that “Jehovah is 
good” and “is cognizant of those seek­
ing refuge in him.” (Nahum 1:7, 15) 
Today, a visitor to Nineveh’s ruins 
in Iraq may see sheep grazing near 
its mounds, just as foretold. In this 
we have further proof that Jehovah’s 
Word is sure.

“A Conspicuous Horn” Is Broken
10 In a prophetic vision, Daniel saw a 

two-horned ram killed by a male goat

9. How has Nineveh supplied further proof that 
Jehovah’s Word is sure?
10. (a) What prophetic vision is recorded in 
Daniel 8:1-8? (b) How did Gabriel explain the 
features of this prophecy?
12 THE WATCHTOWER-APRIL 1, 1984

with “a conspicuous horn.” This horn 
was broken and four horns replaced it. 
(Daniel 8:1-8) What could this mean? 
The angel Gabriel explained: “The ram 
that you saw possessing the two horns 
stands for the kings of Media and 
Persia. And the hairy he-goat stands 
for the king of Greece; and as for the 
great horn that was between its eyes, 
it stands for the first king. And that 
one having been broken, so that there 
were four that finally stood up instead 
of it, there are four kingdoms from his 
nation that will stand up, but not with 
his power.”—Daniel 8:16, 20-22.

11 Mighty Babylon had been con­
quered by Medo-Persia, the envisioned 
two-horned ram. But God’s angel 
had foretold that “the hairy he-goat,” 
Greece, would kill the ram. This is 
exactly what occurred in the fourth 
century B.C.E., when Greek-speaking 
armies of Alexander the Great over­
threw the Medo-Persian Empire. How­
ever, Alexander unexpectedly died at 
the age of 32 in 323 B.C.E., leaving be­
hind no qualified successor. With Alex-

11, 12. How was Daniel 8:20-22 fulfilled?



ander’s death, the “conspicuous horn” 
was broken. But what about the fore­
told ‘four horns that finally stood up 
instead of it’?

12 Alexander had a number of gener­
als, but four of them finally established 
themselves in power. So it was that 
the “conspicuous horn” was broken and 
eventually was replaced by ‘four horns,’ 
or “four kingdoms.” By 301 B.C.E., 
these generals had established them­
selves in power: Ptolemy Lagus (Egypt 
and Palestine); Seleucus Nicator (Mes­
opotamia and Syria); Cassander (Mac­
edonia and Greece); and Lysimachus 
(Thrace and Asia Minor).* Again we 
see that Jehovah’s Word is sure.

“Messiah the Leader” Appears!
13 The book of Daniel also provides 

particularly outstanding evidence that 
Jehovah’s Word is sure. Centuries in 
advance, Daniel was inspired to pin­
point the time for the Messiah’s appear­
ance on earth. This thrilling prophecy 
said, in part: “There are seventy weeks 
that have been determined upon your 
people and upon your holy city, in order 
to terminate the transgression, and to 
finish off sin, and to make atonement 
for error, and to bring in righteousness 
for times indefinite, and to imprint a 
seal upon vision and prophet, and to 
anoint the Holy of Holies. And you 
should know and have the insight that 
from the going forth of the word to 
restore and to rebuild Jerusalem until 
Messiah the Leader, there will be seven 
weeks, also sixty-two weeks.”—Daniel 
9:24, 25.

* For details, please see pages 188-95 of the 
book “Your Will Be Done on Earth,” published 
in 1958 by the Watchtower Bible and Tract So­
ciety of New York, Inc.

13. What does Daniel 9:24, 25 say about the 
appearance of the Messiah?

14 Were these “weeks” literal? No, for 
all the things prophesied here regard­
ing the Messiah did not occur within 
70 weeks, or less than a year and a 
half. These proved to be “weeks” in 
which each day counted for one year. 
(Compare Numbers 14:33, 34.) “The 
word to restore and to rebuild Jeru­
salem” went forth in the 20th year 
of Persian King Artaxerxes (Longima- 
nus). (Nehemiah 2:1-18) Since he be­
gan ruling in 474 B.C.E., his 20th year 
was 455 B.C.E. Hence, the 69 weeks 
of years from ‘the word to rebuild 
Jerusalem until Messiah the Leader’ 
amounted to 483 years (7 X 69) and 
extended into 29 C.E.

15 In that year John the Baptizer 
was busy “preaching baptism in symbol 
of repentance for forgiveness of sins.” 
And what about the Jews? “The peo­
ple were in expectation and all were 
reasoning in their hearts about John: 
‘May he perhaps be the Christ?’ ” (Luke 
3:3-6, 15) With regard to such expec­
tation, Jewish scholar Abba Hillel Sil­
ver stated: “The first century, howev­
er, especially the generation before the 
destruction [of Jerusalem], witnessed 
a remarkable outburst of Messianic 
emotionalism. This is to be attributed 
. . . not to an intensification of Roman 
persecution but to the prevalent belief 
induced by the popular chronology of 
that day . . . The Messiah was expected 
around the second quarter of the first 
century C.E.” That “popular chronolo­
gy” was based on the book of Daniel.

14. (a) On what Scriptural basis can we say 
that in the “weeks” of Daniel 9:24, 25 each day 
counts for one year? (b) In what year did ‘the 
word to rebuild Jerusalem’ go forth? (c) How 
long were the 69 “weeks,” and when did they 
begin and end?
15. In 29 C.E., what expectation existed among 
the Jews?
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16 Daniel’s prophecy had indicated 
that the 69 weeks of years would ex­
tend into 29 C.E. Well, did the Messiah 
appear on time in that year? Indeed 
he did! John the Baptizer had begun 
his preaching and baptizing “in the 
fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius 
Caesar.” (Luke 3:1-3) Since Tiberius 
became Roman emperor on August 17, 
14 C.E. (Gregorian calendar), John’s 
work began during the 15th year after 
that, or in the spring of 29 C.E. In 
the fall of that year Jesus of Nazareth 
was baptized by John, and the holy 
spirit then descended from heaven to 
anoint Jesus as the Christ, or Messiah. 
(Luke 3:21, 22) Messianic prophecy had 
been fulfilled.* Once again it had been 
proved that Jehovah’s Word is sure.

17 Many other Hebrew Scripture 
prophecies were fulfilled in connection 
with Jesus Christ. For instance, Jesus 
was born of a virgin in Bethlehem. (Isa­
iah 7:14; Micah 5:2; Matthew 1:18-23; 
2:3-6) Young children were killed after 
his birth. (Jeremiah 31:15; Matthew 
2:16-18) He had a forerunner. (Isaiah 
40:3; Matthew 3:1-3) Jesus carried our 
sicknesses. (Isaiah 53:4; Matthew 8: 
16, 17) He entered Jerusalem on the 
colt of an ass. (Zechariah 9:9; John 12: 
12-15) One apostle betrayed him for 
30 pieces of silver. (Psalm 41:9; Zech­
ariah 11:12; Matthew 26:14-16, 46-56; 
John 13:18) After Jesus’ impalement, 
soldiers apportioned his clothing among 
themselves and cast lots for his inner

* For further details on the “seventy weeks,” 
please see chapter 7 of the book “Let Your King­
dom Come,” published by the Watchtower Bible 
and Tract Society of New York, Inc.

16. (a) Why was the 15th year of the reign 
of Tiberius Caesar significant? (b) When Jesus 
was baptized, what took place?
17. What were some Messianic prophecies ful­
filled in connection with Jesus Christ?

garment. (Psalm 22:18; John 19:23, 24) 
His bones were not broken, but he was 
pierced. (Psalm 34:20; Zechariah 12:10; 
John 19:33-37) After parts of three 
days in the grave, he was resurrected. 
(Jonah 1:17; 2:10; Matthew 12:39, 40; 
Mark 9:31; Acts 10:40) These are mere 
examples of how Jesus fulfilled Mes­
sianic prophecies. But they, too, prove 
that Jehovah’s Word is sure.

The Future Can Be Known
18 Jesus, the Messiah, himself ut­

tered hope-inspiring prophecy. For ex­
ample, he foretold his future “presence.” 
(Matthew 24:3-14) In fact, heartening 
prophecies with 20th-century signifi­
cance were recorded by various Bible 
writers. So it is not futile to ask, ‘What 
will tomorrow bring?’ We can find out!

19 So far, we have considered some 
Scriptural prophecies that were ful­
filled in times past. But what about 
our day? Do we have further thrilling 
evidence that Jehovah’s Word is sure?

18, 19. (a) Why is it not futile to ask what to­
morrow will bring? (b) What further questions 
are raised?

Can You Remember?

□ As foretold, what happened to 
ancient Tyre?
□ How has Nineveh provided 
evidence that Jehovah’s Word 
is sure?
□ What happened in fulfillment 
of Daniel 8:20-22?
□ How long were the
69 “weeks,” and when did they 
start and end?
□ What were some of the 
Messianic prophecies fulfilled in 
connection with Jesus?

14 THE WATCHTOWER-APRIL 1, 1984



Heed God’s Prophetic 
Word for Our Day

“See how former predictions have come true. Fresh things I 
now foretell; before they appear I tell you of them.”

— ISAIAH 42:9, The Jerusalem Bible.

JEHOVAH is the God of unfailing 
prophecy. This certainly proved true 

in the ruin and restoration of Jerusa­
lem, the fall of ancient empires and the 
fulfillment of Messianic prophecy! But 
were all Bible prophecies fulfilled only 
in the past? How wrong to think so!

2 God told his ancient people: “See 
how former predictions have come true. 
Fresh things I now foretell; before 
they appear I tell you of them.” (Isa­
iah 42:9, JB) By opening up an un­
derstanding of prophecies already in 
the Bible, Jehovah is still giving his 
loyal servants advance knowledge, and 
surely we should pay attention to it. 
As the apostle Peter so well expressed 
matters: “You will be right to depend 
on prophecy and take it as a lamp for 
lighting a way through the dark until 
the dawn comes.” (2 Peter 1:19, JB) 
In fact, heeding God’s prophetic word 
marks Jehovah’s people as different 
from this dark, confused world. Prov­
erbs 4:18, 19 aptly states: “The path of 
the virtuous is like the light of dawn, 
its brightness growing to the fulness
1. Why can we say that Jehovah is the God of 
unfailing prophecy?
2. As regards prophecy, how do Jehovah’s ser­
vants differ from the world?

of day; the way of the wicked is as 
dark as night, they cannot tell what it 
is they stumble over.”—JB; compare 
Psalm 119:105.

Listen When God’s Son Speaks!
3 It is vital that Jehovah’s Witness­

es “pay more than the usual atten­
tion” to things spoken by Jesus Christ. 
(Hebrews 2:1-4) And what a dramatic 
prophecy he gave regarding our day! 
Pointing to the final days of this 
dying system of things, Jesus gave 
a striking “sign” of his “presence.” 
He foretold such developments as to­
tal warfare, pestilences, famines and 
earthquakes. (Matthew 24:3-8) Can any 
well-informed person deny the over­
whelming evidence of Jesus’ presence 
today? World War I killed over 9 mil­
lion combatants and millions of civil­
ians, whereas the second world war 
cost 55 million lives. The Spanish 
flu of 1918-19 brought death to some 
20 million. According to an estimate by 
the Food and Agriculture Organization, 
450 million people are even now at the 
point of starvation, and as many as 
a billion have too little to eat. Earth-

3. What proof is there that Jesus is present 
today?
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607 B.C.E. 1914 C.E.
October, 607 B.C.E.— October, 1 B.C.E. = 6 0 6  Y E A R S
October, 1 B.C.E— October, 1914 C.E. = 1 , 9 1 4  Y E A R S

SEVEN GENTILE TIMES = 2,520 YEARS

quakes have claimed the lives of some
1,600,000 people in the 20th century 
—over 22,000 yearly since 1914.

4 That year 1914—what of it? Over a 
century ago, C. T. Russell (who became 
the first president of the Watch Tow­
er Society) linked the Gentile Times 
with the “seven times” mentioned in 
the book of Daniel. (Daniel 4:16, 23, 
25, 32; Luke 21:24, Authorized Ver­
sion) Writing in the Bible Examiner of 
October 1876, Russell said: “The seven 
times will end in A.D. 1914.” He also 
was a joint publisher of the 1877 book 
Three Worlds, and the Harvest of This 
World, which showed (on pages 83 
and 189) that the 2,520-year period of 
Gentile world domination without in­
terference by any kingdom of God be­
gan with the Babylonian overthrow of 
the kingdom of Judah in the late sev­
enth century B.C.E. and would end in 
1914 C.E. Similarly, the Watch Tow­
er issue of March 1880 stated: ‘“ The 
Times of the Gentiles’ extend to 1914, 
and the heavenly kingdom will not have 
full sway till then.”

4. (a) When did the Gentile Times begin, and 
when did they end? (b) What evidence is there 
that Jehovah’s people had advance knowledge 
about 1914?

5 Today, Jehovah’s Witnesses point 
to the “sign” given by Jesus and look 
back upon 1914 as the year when his 
invisible presence in Kingdom power 
became a reality. But how could they 
have had advance knowledge of such 
a momentous event? Not because of 
extraordinary human wisdom. No, but 
because they have prayerfully studied 
the Scriptures, heeded God’s prophetic 
word and paid more than usual atten­
tion to what God’s Son foretold. (2 Pe­
ter 1:19; Hebrews 1:1, 2; 2:1) Grate­
ful that Jehovah has ‘told them fresh 
things before they have appeared,’ the 
Witnesses are delighted to be spread­
ing this knowledge earth wide. (Isaiah 
42:9) They do so in keeping with Jesus’ 
words: “This good news of the kingdom 
will be preached in all the inhabited 
earth for a witness to all the nations.” 
Then what? “And then the end will 
come”!—Matthew 24:14.

Rival Kings in Conflict
6 Before “the end” comes, however, 

other 20th-century developments mer­
it our consideration. For instance, the

5. How could Jehovah’s Witnesses have known 
in advance about the significance of 1914?
6. What two kings are discussed in Daniel 
chapter 11, and what questions arise concern­
ing them?
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prophecy of Daniel declares: “In the 
time of the end the king of the south 
will engage with [the king of the north] 
in a pushing, and against him the 
king of the north will storm.” (Daniel 
11:40) Who are these battling kings, 
and of what significance are their fore­
told actions?

7 The conflict between these kings 
began after the empire of Alexander 
the Great was divided. In part, Seleu- 
cus Nicator got control of Syria and 
Ptolemy Lagus established a dynas­
ty in Egypt. These battling dynasties, 
situated north and south of the land 
of Jehovah’s people, the Israelites, be­
came the first “king of the north” and 
“king of the south.” (Daniel 11:2-5) 
But as time passed, the identity of 
these kings changed. By the first cen­
tury C.E., the Roman imperial power 
had become “the king of the north.” 
At that point in history ‘one was to 
stand up and cause an exactor to pass 
through the splendid kingdom.’ (Daniel 
11:20-22) As foretold, Caesar Augus­
tus dispatched an “exactor” by calling 
“for all the inhabited earth to be regis­
tered.” Because of this decree, Joseph 
and Mary went to Bethlehem for regis­
tration in 2 B.C.E., resulting in Jesus’ 
birth at that foretold location.—Luke 
2:1-7; Micah 5:2.

8 In the spring of 33 C.E., Jesus 
Christ gave a marvelous prophecy on

7. (a) When did the conflict between the two 
kings begin? (b) Why were the names “king of 
the north” and “king of the south” appropriate? 
(c) With what first-century power is “the king 
of the north” identified, and how was it that 
‘an exactor passed through the kingdom’?
8. (a) How do we know that there were to be 
20th-century developments involving the two 
kings? (b) When was “the appointed time” for 
“the king of the north” to come against the 
south? (c) With what powers earlier in this 
century can the two kings be identified?

“the time of the end.” He quoted from 
Daniel 11:31 and thus indicated that 
there would be dramatic 20th-century 
developments involving “the king of 
the north” and “the king of the south.” 
(Matthew 24:15) It had been foretold 
that “the king of the north” would 
come against the south “at the time 
appointed.” (Daniel 11:29, 30) When 
was that? Why, in 1914—the very year 
in which the Gentile Times ended and 
the Kingdom of God was established in 
heaven! In that year a Germanic “king 
of the north” began fighting against 
“the king of the south,” the Anglo- 
American World Power. Germany and 
her allies were defeated in World War I 
and again in the second world war. 
“The king of the north” then assumed 
a new identity.

9 Jehovah’s Witnesses maintain 
strict Christian neutrality. They are no 
part of this world and do not involve 
themselves in its political affairs. (John 
17:16) Nevertheless, they do heed God’s 
prophetic word, and this has enabled 
them to see how Daniel’s prophecy now 
moves into its final stage of fulfillment. 
(Isaiah 42:9) Again, in the post-World 
War II period, two superpowers hold 
the center of the stage, each vying 
with the other in a suicidal arms race 
that has forced the world’s annual mil­
itary budget up into the $800 billion 
(U.S.) bracket.

10 Speaking of Daniel’s prophecy con­
cerning “the disgusting thing that 
causes desolation,” Jesus said: “Let 
the reader use discernment.” (Matthew

9. (a) What position do Jehovah’s Witnesses 
maintain as regards political affairs? (b) Does 
this prevent them from seeing certain political 
developments in advance?
10. (a) What is the “disgusting thing” of Dan­
iel 11:31? (b) How have both kings treated 
Jehovah’s people, and why?
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“The king of the 
north” gives glory 
to “the god of 
fortresses”

24:15; Daniel 11:31) “Discernment” of 
the fulfillment of Bible prophecy has 
shown that “disgusting thing” to be 
the UN organization, which has been 
brought forth in opposition to God’s 
Kingdom. “Discernment” also leaves no 
question as to the identity (at this cli­
max of the prophecy’s unfolding) of “the 
king of the north” as he competes with 
“the king of the south” in their final 
all-out power struggle. Neither he nor 
“the king of the south” is willing to re­
linquish sovereignty to God’s heavenly 
Kingdom, now being announced earth 
wide by Jehovah’s Witnesses. Both 
kings have shared in the persecution of 
the Witnesses.—Daniel 11:36-39; Mat­
thew 5:10-12; John 15:19, 20.

11 Concerning “the king of the north,” 
the prophecy says: “He will exalt him­
self and magnify himself above ev­
ery god; and against the God of gods 
he will speak marvelous things. . . . 
Over everyone he will magnify him­
self.” (Daniel 11:36, 37) This atheistic 
“king of the north” claims that the 
State has the right to demand much 
from its subjects. Moreover, this “king”

11. (a) What claim does “the king of the north” 
make? (b) How does this “king” speak against 
Jehovah?

speaks against Jehovah by aiming for 
world domination to the exclusion of 
God’s Kingdom. Of course, “the king 
of the south” wants nothing to do with 
that Kingdom either, any pious Bible- 
quoting by his political spokesmen not­
withstanding.—Revelation 11:17, 18.

“King” With an Unusual God
12 As irreligious as “the king of the 

north” may seem to be, however, he 
does have a god. Says the prophecy: 
“But to the god of fortresses, in his 
position he will give glory.” (Daniel 
11:38) Has this “king” paid homage to 
“the god of fortresses,” exalting mod­
ern, scientific militarism as the savior 
of the peoples of his bloc of nations?

13 Indeed he has! According to The 
Military Balance 1981-1982, The Inter­
national Institute for Strategic Stud­
ies placed the armed forces of the 
principal nation in the realm of the 
‘northern king’ at more than 4,000,000, 
compared with over 2,049,000 for the 
leading nation of the “south.” In mid- 
1982, SIPRI (Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute) reported that

12. To what god does “the king of the north” 
give glory?
13. Why can it be said that both of these kings 
are ‘putting their trust in war chariots’?

18 THE WATCHTOWER-APRIL 1, 1984



the “south” was capable of delivering 
9,540 nuclear warheads having a to­
tal explosive power of 3,448 megatons, 
compared with 8,802 warheads of the 
“north” with a force of 4,535 megatons. 
How potentially devastating, since one 
megaton alone has an explosive force 
equal to that of a million tons of TNT! 
Clearly, both rival kings are ‘putting 
their trust in war chariots.’—Isaiah 
31:1.

14 “The king of the south” is now 
“pushing” his rival politically, even 
militarily. (Daniel 11:40) In progress 
today is a relentless arms race that 
threatens mankind with nuclear holo­
caust. Highlighting the peril, the SIPRI 
Yearbook 1982 warned:
“The balance between the two great powers 
in intercontinental nuclear weapons is be­
coming unstable. . . . Instead o f what might 
once have seemed to be a stable system of 
deterrence— a balance o f mutually assured 
destruction (M AD)— we have the fear of 
a first strike being used as the rationale 
for the very big increases now in pros­
pect in strategic weapon programmes and 
procurement. Between them, the two great 
powers, with the nuclear weapons at their 
command, have a total destructive power 
which is probably equivalent to about half 
a million Hiroshima bombs: but that is not 
enough. There can be no better example of 
the way in which developments in weapon 
technology— in this case the increasing ac­
curacy o f intercontinental ballistic missiles 
(ICBMs)— lead to a reduction rather than 
to an increase in security.”

15 “Pushing” by “the king of the 
south” was to cause “the king of the 
north” to ‘storm against him with char-

14. (a) What “pushing” is now taking place? 
(b) Can you give evidence that mankind is 
imperiled?
15. (a) Would these kings ever use their weap­
ons against each other? (b) But what does God’s 
prophetic word make clear?

iots, horsemen and many ships.’ Yes, 
the kings would have some occasion to 
use at least their conventional weap­
ons against each other. “The king of 
the north” would also gain control of 
many “desirable things” of this world. 
(Daniel 11:40-43) By 1981 “the king of 
the north” wielded authority over some 
1.5 billion people in 16 nations, and 
time alone will tell how far this “king” 
will extend his power. But the judg­
ment of destruction upon these kings 
comes from another source. God’s pro­
phetic word makes that clear.

Disturbing Reports 
—And Then the End!

16 This dramatic prophecy concludes: 
“But there will be reports that will 
disturb him, out of the sunrising and 
out of the north, and he will certain­
ly go forth in a great rage in order 
to annihilate and to devote many to 
destruction. . . . And he will have to 
come all the way to his end, and there 
will be no helper for him.” (Daniel 11: 
44, 45) These disturbing reports real­
ly issue from Jehovah through Jesus 
Christ. The Scriptures locate God rela­
tively in the north, and he and Christ 
are symbolically called “kings from the 
rising of the sun,” the east. (Revelation 
16:12; Psalm 48:2; 75:6, 7) But how 
can these “reports” reach “the king 
of the north”? Why, through God’s 
earthly organization, Jehovah’s sanc­
tuary class and their companions of 
the “great crowd”!

17 God will determine the contents 
of these “reports.” Whatever their na-

16. Where do the ‘disturbing reports’ originate, 
and how do they reach “the king of the north”?
17. (a) Because of the “reports,” what will “the 
king of the north” do? (b) Will “the king of the 
south” stand idly by? (c) What will Jehovah 
then do in behalf of his loyal witnesses?
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Can You Remember?

□ How do we know that Jesus 
is present in Kingdom power 
today?
□ Regarding political affairs, 
what position is maintained by 
Jehovah’s Witnesses?
□ What is the present-day 
identity of “the king of the north” 
and of “the king of the south”?

□ What end awaits these kings?
□ Why should we have 
confidence in God’s prophetic 
word?

ture, however, they will so infuriate 
“the king of the north” that he will 
act to destroy Jehovah’s people. In 
fact, Satan the Devil, the symbolic Gog 
of Magog, will maneuver both “the 
king of the north” and “the king of 
the south” into his full-scale assault 
upon God’s true servants. (Ezekiel 38: 
10-12) But Jehovah’s loyal witnesses 
need not fear annihilation. The Most

High will rescue them, and both kings 
will be among those destroyed in “the 
war of the great day of God the Al­
mighty” at Har-Magedon.—Revelation 
16:14-16; Ezekiel 38:18-23.*

18 Down to the end of this system of 
things, therefore, Jehovah’s Witness­
es will fearlessly declare the Kingdom 
message. (Matthew 24:14) Neither “the 
king of the north” nor “the king of the 
south” nor the Devil and his demon 
hordes will be able to stop them. We 
are absolutely certain of this. Why? Be­
cause such conviction is solidly based 
on the promises of our heavenly Father, 
and Jehovah’s word is sure. (2 Peter 
3:13; Revelation 21:1-5) Divine prophe­
cies and promises have always been ful­
filled. With wholehearted trust, then, 
may all of Jehovah’s organized people 
continue to heed God’s prophetic word 
for our day.

* For further information on these kings, please 
see chapters 10 and 11 of the book “Your Will Be 
Done on Earth” published in 1958 by the Watch- 
tower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc.

18. (a) Do Jehovah’s Witnesses need to fear 
future developments? (b) Why do they have 
continued confidence in God’s prophetic word?

A Wise Answer
A youth attending school in Sierra Leone was asked by his teachers to 

attend church services. He answered that he already was attending religious 
meetings at the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses and then related some 
of the things he had learned at such meetings. One teaching he explained was 
how God’s Kingdom will bring peace to the earth and eliminate sickness and 
death.— Revelation 21:3, 4.

“Do you know about these things?” he asked his teachers.
“No,” they answered.
“These things and many more I have learned just by going to the Kingdom 

Hall,” he continued. “So I do not see any reason to attend church services 
where these things are not known.”—Matthew 21:16.
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“Life is short, and death awaits, 
its hour alone uncertain.

What will become of us then, 
if we lose our only soul? . . .

This life is soon to end, 
but eternity is unending.”

THIS simple hymn that the parish 
priest taught us to sing kindled in 

me a desire for godliness and eternal 
life right from the early age of 13. So 
it was that, drawn by the friendship 
of two others of like inclination, I de­
cided to become a priest.

I was born on January 8, 1925, in 
Casola, a small village in the mountains 
near the town of Montefiorino, in the 
province of Modena, Italy. I was the 
fifth of eight boys in our middle-class 
family. My father, a building contrac­
tor, opposed the idea of my becoming 
a priest. But I was encouraged to take 
up the priesthood by one of my sisters 
who was a zealous member of Catho­
lic Action and eventually became (and 
still is) a nun.

The Seminary Regime
In October of 1938 I entered the 

lower seminary at Fiumalbo, a town 
high in the Apennines, near Modena. 
Later I attended the higher metropol­
itan seminary in Modena. What was 
life like in the seminary, you ask?

It is guided by the bell, which the 
good seminarian obeys. When the bell 
rang at 6:30 a.m., the prefect (the theo­
logian who supervised the dormitory) 
turned on the lights. The rule was that 
we were to dress in the morning and 
undress at night under the blankets.

Having made our beds, again at the 
sounding of the bell we went to the 
chapel for the morning prayer. It con­
sisted of a few expressions read and 
recited in choir with a special cadence.

As told by Ferdinando Piacentini

This was followed by about a half hour 
of meditation, then Mass and break­
fast. Afterward came study, lessons, 
recreation and a walk.

Before supper in the evening, there 
was a spiritual reading from a book on 
asceticism. This was followed by the 
rosary and a song to the Madonna. Af­
ter supper and a short break, we went 
back to the chapel for prayer and self- 
examination. Finally, we went to bed.

Seminarians had to address one an­
other with the formal third person, 
never directly by name. We were for­
bidden to talk with a seminarian be­
longing to another dormitory. Another 
rule prohibited the touching of another 
seminarian for any reason. For exam­
ple, we could not shake hands or put 
a hand on somebody else’s shoulder. 
When home on vacation, we were not
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to go out with any girls, not even our 
fleshly sisters.

Fear of Hell or Love for God?
During those early years in the sem­

inary, I was obsessed by the desire to 
purify myself of the sins committed 
in my childhood. So I often went to 
confession. Yet, I must say that I was 
more influenced by the fear of hellfire 
than by a love for God. This fear was 
constantly fomented in my mind by 
required daily meditation on the book 
Apparecchio alia morte (Preparation for 
Death), by S. Alfonso de Liguori. Por­
tions of this book echoed and reechoed 
through my mind, especially the words 
of the XXVI Consideration:

“Hellfire was expressly created by God to 
torment the damned soul. . . .  He will be 
immersed in fire like a fish in water, yet 
the fire will not only surround him but also 
enter into his entrails to torment him. His 
very body will become a flame of fire, so 
that his entrails will burn inside his belly, 
his heart within his chest, his brain inside 
his head, his blood in his veins and even 
the marrow in his bones; each damned soul 
will himself become a furnace o f fire.”

Can you see why thoughts about the 
eternal torment of hell tortured me day 
and night? Try to put yourself in the 
shoes of an impressionable adolescent 
who has constantly been scared by the 
concept of a God more like a tyrant 
than a loving father. I was confused. 
Why, there were times when I doubted 
the very existence of God! When I con­
fided in my superiors, they would say: 
“My son, these are tests God sends to 
try the ones he loves. Even the great 
saints have had their doubts.”

Becoming a Priest
The years slowly passed by, and the 

time approached when I would have
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to make a final decision about my fu­
ture. More and more, I began to think 
about leaving the seminary. I decided 
to speak to the rector about it.

“If you don’t go ahead with your 
vocation,” he quickly replied, “you will 
miss out on the divine calling like the 
rich young man, and you will be in 
serious danger of going to hell forev­
er!” Needless to say, his words about 
hellfire really struck me!

After much mental anguish, the day 
came when I had to make known my 
decision. That same day one of my 
companions, who was to have become 
a deacon, fainted in front of the altar 
and had to be taken outside. Perhaps 
he was feeling as troubled as I felt. He 
left the seminary and, although in a 
way I envied him, I remained. I decid­
ed to go ahead with my vocation.

The desire to become a good priest 
motivated me. I wanted to do good by 
helping others to worship God. So on 
September 3, 1950, at the age of 25, I 
was ordained in Modena by the arch­
bishop of Modena, Msgr. Cesare Boc- 
coleri. For the next seven years, I 
served as a chaplain, a parish priest’s 
assistant.

In 1957 I was assigned as parish 
priest at Casine of Sestola, a small 
village in the northern Italian Apen­
nines. I was parish priest there for 
the next 17 years. I think the people 
considered me to be a good priest. For 
my part, though, I was not satisfied. 
It probably seems absurd, but the fact 
was that I had no basis for my faith. 
True, during my 12 years in the sem­
inary, I had to study the Bible. But it 
was considered a subject of secondary 
importance compared to others such as 
Ethics, Dogmatic Theology and Can­
on Law.



Plagued by Doubts
In time I began to read and hear 

about the innovations brought about 
by the Second Vatican Council (1962- 
1965). My confusion became even great­
er. Now there were contrasting ideas 
on what hell was. Some now held that 
God would not send anyone to hell, 
whereas die-hard traditionalists main­
tained that it would be the clergy’s 
fault if crime increased because with­
out a belief in hell people would no 
longer be as God-fearing as before. My 
doubts grew stronger.

At the beginning of 1973 I subscribed 
to a number of religious magazines, 
including some that criticized the Ro­
man Catholic Church and its teachings. 
Now certain inconsistencies became ever 
more evident to me. For example, at one 
time eating meat on Friday was forbid­
den. When this church teaching was 
changed, I thought: ‘According to that 
teaching, those who ate meat on Friday 
committed a mortal sin. For a mortal 
sin, one can be punished with hellfire 
—an irreversible punishment. But if in 
hell there are some who did not repent 
for eating meat on Friday, what will 
they think now?’

I remember the pope’s official speech 
one Easter time. With reference to 
those leaving the priesthood, he said: 
“Individual cases may be different, but 
on the whole, these ones leaving the 
priesthood remind one of Judas and his 
betrayal.” I was deeply offended—no, 
indignant! What I saw happening in 
the church, together with what I was 
reading, was undermining my faith in 
God. Then an unexpected encounter 
totally changed my life.

Finding the Truth
I visited a friend who was the priest 

at the parish of Roncoscaglia of Sesto-

la, Modena, about 13 kilometers* from 
Casine where I had my parish. “Guess 
what?” my friend said. “In our village 
there is a family of Jehovah’s Witness­
es who is very much respected.”

I did not get to know that family 
then, but I did manage to get ahold of 
some of their Bible literature, includ­
ing the book The Truth That Leads 
to Eternal Life. I read it right away 
and was struck by its simplicity. The 
discussion about hell helped me to un­
derstand that hell is simply the com­
mon grave of dead mankind. At last a 
different concept of God began to take 
shape—one of love, not torment! More 
than once I broke out in gooseflesh 
at the sensation it gave me of being 
freed at last!

My thirst for Bible truth grew. Upon 
being invited to start Bible discussions 
with the Witnesses, I was somewhat 
hesitant and, not unmindful of my reli­
gious position, I said to myself, ‘You’re 
embarking on quite a venture!’

Over the next seven months, I had 
six Bible discussions with the Witness­
es. Due to the distance, we could not 
meet more often. Giordano Morini, the 
Witness who studied with me, lived in 
Formigine, Modena, about 71 kilome-

* One kilometer equals 0.62 mile.
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■ Do You Recognize the Sign?

■ Would You Worship an
Image?
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ters away. However, during this time 
I read the publications he gave me, 
along with my Catholic version of the 
Bible. Now the Bible was a source of 
new and logical religious ideas that in­
timately reassured me.

During this period I read an article in 
The Watchtower that deeply impressed 
me. Entitled “Organized to Praise God,” 
it explained that C. T. Russell, the first 
president of the Watch Tower Society, 
had in his early 20’s become disturbed 
by the doctrine of hellfire, just as I 
had. By studying the Bible he, too, had 
been able to understand that a fiery 
hell did not exist. Russell’s experience 
deepened my desire to continue acquir­
ing accurate knowledge of the Bible.

“People Who Really Love God!”
When I attended my first meeting 

at the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses in Sassuolo, I was very nervous. 
Although I received a very warm wel­
come, this did not overcome my em­
barrassment. Quite frankly, I felt like 
a fish out of water.

Even so, I was deeply impressed by 
many things I observed. I saw people, 
no more than average workingmen, up 
there on the platform. As they spoke, I 
thought, ‘This is how Peter, Paul and 
other apostles might have been.’ When 
I saw the children on the platform, I 
called to mind Jesus’ zealous need to 
speak about his heavenly Father when 
he was just 12 years of age.

I was also struck by the sight of all 
those people carefully searching their 
Bibles for the quoted texts. Later on, I 
told other ecclesiastics: “At Jehovah’s 
Witnesses’ meeting places a priest can 
find everything he has always dreamed 
of, that is to say, people who really 
love God!”

But difficulties, opposition and mis-
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understandings were to follow in short 
order. You see, I did not cover up my 
Bible research. Back in Casine I spoke 
about it openly in my church and in 
the village school where I gave lessons 
on religion. It became impossible to 
continue teaching at school since the 
principal and teachers continually in­
terrupted the lessons. So, instead, I in­
vited the children to come to my house 
with their parents. But this aroused 
even more opposition!

Should I Renounce the Priesthood?
Soon it became clear to me that I 

had a decision to make—should I leave 
the Catholic Church for good? I had 
never done secular work, and I had 
nowhere to live. I also had to combat 
friends and relatives who wanted to 
have me examined by a psychiatrist, 
convinced that I had gone complete­
ly mad! Would I be able to overcome 
these numerous obstacles? Those dif­
ficult days were passed in constant 
prayer as I contemplated one of the 
most important decisions of my life. 
—Psalm 55:1-7, 16-18, 22.

Then I received an unexpected visit 
from the bishop’s representative and 
the clerical councillor of the zone. 
Somebody had told them what I was 
contemplating. Strangely enough, they 
had never been in such a hurry to see 
me before, although I had often been 
in ill health. In spite of what they had 
to say, I made my decision known to 
them. The next day, March 19, 1974, 
at the age of 49, I left the priesthood.

No Turning Back
It was not easy to find work and a 

place to live. There were difficult mo­
ments, but there was no turning back. 
For instance, the first house I lived in 
was in very bad condition; there was



No longer do I go to people’s homes 
to beg for grapes, grain, eggs and 
firewood. Now I go to give freely 
the good news of God’s Kingdom

no electricity or running water. How­
ever, with loving assistance from the 
local Witnesses, I finally found a more 
comfortable house in Castelnuovo Ran- 
gone, Modena.

Eventually I found a job as a laborer 
in a pottery factory. This was rath­
er heavy going for someone like me, 
unaccustomed to hard physical work. 
New ones were always given the hard­
est work to do, and I remained “new” 
for the next six months!

The God I had striven to know for 
so long gave me the strength to per­
severe and progress in accurate knowl­
edge. Nine months after leaving the 
priesthood I made the most important 
decision of my life. I dedicated my life 
to Jehovah God and symbolized this by 
water baptism on January 12, 1975.

Now I am truly happy. I have found 
the truth. No longer am I disturbed 
by erroneous concepts or by teachings 
that reproach God! No longer do I go

to people’s homes to beg for grapes, 
grain, eggs and firewood! No longer 
do I make the rounds blessing houses 
and cattle stalls, pronouncing the rit­
ual formula of benediction, while the 
housewives diligently search for their 
purses to give me an offering. No, 
now my visits to the homes of fam­
ilies where I used to go as a parish 
priest are happy, dignified occasions. 
I go there to share the most precious 
thing I have—the accurate knowledge 
of the good news of God’s Kingdom!

I have had the added joy of marrying 
a zealous Christian Witness. To think 
that the ceremony was celebrated right 
there in the town where I used to be 
chaplain! When I went to file my ap­
plication for the marriage, the council 
official said, “Do you want to get mar­
ried at night?” Evidently he feared the 
embarrassment caused by the marriage 
of the town’s ex-chaplain. (We did, how­
ever, get married in the daytime!) Now 
my wife and I are associated with the 
Mazanello Congregation, in the province 
of Modena, where I have the privilege 
of serving as an appointed elder.

In our preaching work, my wife and 
I have had the pleasure of studying the 
Bible with several families to whom I 
had previously taught catechism. Up to 
this point, seven former parishioners 
or their relatives have dedicated their 
lives to Jehovah!

When the present is so joyful and 
the future so full of promise, past trou­
bles fade into insignificance. Now, as 
a servant of the true God, Jehovah, I 
have really found peace and serenity. 
So it is that I give thanks to Jehovah in 
the words of the prophet Isaiah: “Look! 
God is my salvation. I shall trust and 
be in no dread; for Jah Jehovah is my 
strength and my might, and he came to 
be the salvation of me.”—Isaiah 12:2.
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Are You Trustworthy?

t t Q I R ,  in our country, if you are 
honest you will not live. If you 

want to survive, you’ve got to have a 
few curves in your way of life.” Thus 
an African man respectfully explained 
to a missionary why he believed that 
the Bible was not always practical.

Clergymen sometimes encourage 
such a view. According to the South 
African newspaper Rapport, Catholic 
priest Hinwood of Pretoria said: “If 
someone or his family were threatened 
by famine and no one would help 
him, I do not believe that it would 
be wrong if he stole 
from his fellowman.
I believe God would 
not think so either.”

W h eth er you 
agree with these 
statements or not, 
they indicate some­
thing: There is a 
growing trend to­
ward dishonesty as 
an accepted and 
practiced way of 
life. Fewer and 
fewer people can 
be considered com­
pletely trustwor­
thy. W orldwide, 
dishonesty is on the 
increase, and it is 
found in all sections 
of the community 
and in all areas of 
life. But with dis­

honesty’s being more and more in 
vogue, you may wonder if honesty is, 
indeed, the best policy. Are there ben­
efits of being trustworthy?

The Benefits of Being Trustworthy
Examine the accompanying chart, 

based on the Bible’s standards. How 
trustworthy do you consider yourself 
to be? Do you feel that the standards 
are too high? True, it takes effort to 
be trustworthy, because imperfect hu­
mans are subject to making mistakes. 
Yet, striving to meet these standards 

can be most benefi­
cial and can bring 
real happiness.

Who does not val­
ue a trustworthy 
friend? In the com­
pany of such an in­
dividual there is a 
feeling of security, 
along with confi­
dence that personal 
matters will not be­
come public knowl­
edge. Trustworthy 
people can be re­
lied upon because 
they are true to 
their word. Faith­
ful in even small 
things, they take 
their commitments 
seriously and hon­
or their marriage 
vows and business

Trustworthy People
□ Are true to their word.
— Matthew 5:37
□ Keep confidential matters to 
themselves.— Proverbs 25:9
□ Speak the truth.
— Ephesians 4:25
□ Do not steal or take the 
property of others, nor do 
they take without permission. 
— Ephesians 4:28
□ Do an honest day's work.
—Colossians 3:22, 23
□ Are loyal to their mates.
— Hebrews 13:4
□ Acknowledge their mistakes. 
— Proverbs 28:13
□ Abide by the laws of the 
land.—Titus 3:1
□ Pay back to God what 
belongs to him.— Matthew 
22:21

26 THE WATCHTOWER-APRIL 1, 1984



Trustworthy 
workers are highly 
valued and most 
often retained in 
times of economic 
hardship

contracts.—Luke 16:10; Hebrews 13:4.
In a world of growing unemployment, 

a trustworthy person is more likely to 
hold down a job because of his value 
to his employer. Negligence and waste­
fulness cause much loss to companies 
and organizations. Often employees are 
entrusted with expensive equipment 
or machinery. Proving worthy of this 
trust, operating and maintaining such 
equipment according to instructions, 
means savings to the employer. Money 
is also saved when employees do an 
honest day’s work, not wasting time 
for which a salary is being paid. Such 
trustworthy workers are sought after 
and highly prized.

A trustworthy parent also stands a 
better chance of success in rearing 
children than do others. “If you brag 
about how you came out ahead by lying 
to a customer or walk home from the 
office with your arms full of pencils, 
pens, stationery and practically every­
thing that is not nailed down, don’t 
be too surprised if your child follows 
your example. Don’t forget, you are his 
model, and he is flattering you by im­
itating you,” says the book Hold Them 
Very Close, Then Let Them Go; How to 
Be an Authentic Parent. Yes, instruc­

tion that is backed up by a trustworthy 
parental example is easier for a child 
to follow.

Best of all, trustworthiness results 
in a clean conscience, which goes along 
with peace of mind and self-respect. 
Christians who display this fine quality 
put themselves in line for even greater 
privileges and blessings in the Christian 
congregation.—Exodus 18:21; 1 Timo­
thy 3:1, 2, 8-10.

Examples Highlighting Its Value
In July of 1936, John, an English­

man, enjoyed a stay with Pedro and 
his family in Jaca, Spain. Needing to 
go to England and then return to Jaca, 
John entrusted his bicycle, a portable 
phonograph and some Spanish money 
to Pedro. A few days later civil war 
broke out in Spain. Pedro and his fam­
ily were forced to hide in caves in 
the Pyrenees. Later, they crossed the 
border to France and were interned in 
a refugee camp. Fourteen years later 
John again met Pedro, who immediate­
ly handed over the phonograph and 
the pesetas and apologized for losing 
the bicycle in the mountains. What a 
trustworthy friend!

Sadly, not all friends remain trust­
worthy. (Psalm 41:9) Judas Iscariot had
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One can confide in a trustworthy 
friend without fear that personal 

matters will become public knowledge

the wonderful privilege of being chosen 
as one of Jesus Christ’s 12 apostles, 
his intimate associates. Apparently, be­
cause of certain capabilities, Judas was 
also entrusted with the group’s com­
mon funds. But he failed to maintain 
appreciation for this trust. “He was a 
thief and had the money box and used 
to carry off the monies put in it,” 
wrote John, one of the faithful apos­
tles. (John 12:6) Going from bad to 
worse, Judas betrayed his Master for 
the payment of 30 pieces of silver. His 
untrustworthiness brought no lasting 
benefit. Having lost God’s favor and 
all self-respect, Judas committed sui­
cide and was replaced by Matthias as 
a foundation member of the Christian 
congregation.—Matthew 26:14-16; 27: 
3-5; Mark 14:43-46; John 13:18; Acts 
1:26.

How this contrasts with the exam­
ple of Saul of Tarsus, who became the
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apostle Paul! At the time of Saul’s con­
version the glorified Jesus said: “This 
man is a chosen vessel to me to bear 
my name to the nations as well as to 
kings and the sons of Israel.” (Acts 
9:15) As a one-time persecutor of Je­
sus’ followers, Paul felt unworthy of 
being entrusted with this special as­
signment. But with deep appreciation 
he fulfilled it, proving himself com­
pletely trustworthy and unswervingly 
loyal to his wonderful Master and heav­
enly Friend.— 1 Corinthians 15:9, 10; 
Ephesians 3:8; 2 Timothy 4:7.

Avoiding Pitfalls
In the matter of trustworthiness, as 

in other matters, there is need to avoid 
the extreme of expecting too much of 
others. For example, parents need to 
avoid “exasperating [their] children, so 
that they do not become downheart­
ed,” for this could work against their 
growing into trustworthy adults. (Co- 
lossians 3:21) As author V. Cline ex­
plains: “Parents who habitually make 
mountains out of molehills, nagging 
their children mercilessly about trivial 
matters, are inevitably going to have 
children who not only lie but are good 
at it. . . . Habitual, long-winded, or 
cruel nagging rarely stops the children 
from doing the things they’re being 
nagged about. It does, however, stop 
the children from taking responsibility 
for their own actions.”

Poverty has brought trial and temp­
tation to many, sometimes leading to a 
course of crime. Recognizing this prob­
lem, a Bible writer makes this help­
ful petition: “Give me neither poverty 
nor riches. Let me devour the food 
prescribed for me, that I may not be­
come satisfied and I actually deny you 
and say: ‘Who is Jehovah?’ and that 
I may not come to poverty and I ac­



tually steal and assail the name of my 
God.” (Proverbs 30:8, 9) This prayer 
has helped many true Christians to re­
main trustworthy, for they recognize 
that to steal, even when faced with 
hunger, would bring reproach on God. 
Is he not capable of providing for his 
faithful servants no matter how diffi­
cult circumstances become? (Matthew 
6:31-33) Of course, this divine help 
could not be expected by those who 
are lazy or too proud to accept menial 
labor.—2 Thessalonians 3:10.

Trustworthiness Highly Prized
The aforementioned missionary, in 

replying to the African man, explained 
that upwards of 28,000 Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses in that country of Zaire had 
gladly committed themselves to a life 
of trustworthiness. As is the case with
57,000 fellow Witnesses in neighboring 
Zambia, this has not hindered their ‘sur­
vival.’ To the contrary, it has worked 
to their good. Note, for instance, this 
report in the Times of Zambia:
“The Zambia Trade Fair management en­
gages members of the Watchtower sect to 
man the gates—because of their honesty.
. . . Other organizations had apparently 
been tried in the past but most of them had

displayed a singular disregard for honesty, 
which had forced the management to settle 
for the sect members.”

And farther south, in Mdantsane, one 
of South Africa’s black townships, the 
mayor, Mr. Mphepha, said: “Over a 
period of six years, I have never heard 
of a single case of Witnesses failing 
to pay the rent, fighting with their 
wives, or applying for a divorce. It is 
for this reason that I have a high re­
gard for them.” Yes, trustworthy peo­
ple are prized.

Trustworthiness is a quality that 
people admire. In the days of the Per­
sian Empire, when Governor Nehemiah 
had to leave Jerusalem, Hananiah was 
one who was left in command. Why? 
The record says: “He was such a trust­
worthy man.”—Nehemiah 7:2.

More importantly, trustworthiness is 
required by the God of truth, Jehovah. 
Of him the psalmist was moved to say: 
“Your own reminders have proved very 
trustworthy.”  (Psalm 93:5) You can ex­
perience this too. These ‘trustworthy 
reminders’ are found in God’s Word, 
the Bible. By seeking to follow them, 
you can enjoy many blessings both now 
and forevermore.—John 17:3.

Trustworthiness Brings Rewards
A chemist (pharmacist) in South Africa heard that Jehovah’s Witnesses were 

building a new printing complex in that country. He said to a Witness employee: 
"I know that your church is putting up a new building at Roodekrans and I know 
that you would like to contribute toward it. There are some lines in my store 
that I want you to sell and I am willing to give you R1 [92c, U.S.] commission 
on each item.” She agreed and in time was presented with R634. The chemist, 
who intends to continue this arrangement, later explained to an inquirer: “I 
have so much respect for this woman because of her hardworking example 
and trustworthiness. It is impossible for me to express my appreciation for her 
service in words, so I thought this would be a better way.”
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‘Remembering Their Creator’
How many young people keep spiritual in­

terests to the fore? In some societies the 
custom may be to date early, marry early, get 
burdened early with family responsibilities or 
worldly careers. But should young Christians 
follow such a routine? There is so much more 
to be enjoyed by single youths who are will­
ing to be self-sacrificing as they ‘remember 
their Grand Creator’ in their younger days. 
—Ecclesiastes 12:1.

For example, in Yokohama, Japan, there 
is Yutaka, who together with his younger 
brother Keisuke, studied with a pioneer Wit­
ness. He was nine years old at the time. 
After a few weeks their mother noticed a big 
improvement in the behavior of the two boys 
as they started to apply Christian principles. 
So she also began to study, along with her 
three other children. Seeing the joy his fam­
ily was getting out of their Bible studies, 
the father next joined in, and in due course 
all were baptized.

At ten years of age, Yutaka entered the 
auxiliary pioneer service. This he has con­
tinued for more than seven years, through 
grade school, junior high school and now 
right through high school. He has devoted 
much time to Kingdom service early in the

morning, witnessing to passersby at the local 
railway station. So as not to wake up the rest 
of the family with an alarm clock, he tied a 
string to his arm, dangling the other end of 
the string through a window. His auxiliary- 
pioneer partner would come by and give it 
a tug at the desired time. After more than 
seven years of auxiliary pioneering, Yutaka 
achieved his goal of regular pioneer service 
in September 1983. He graduates from high 
school in March 1984.

In Takatsuki, Japan, Yasuko is in her sec­
ond year of junior high school. She conducts 
seven different home Bible studies each week 
—five with fellow students and two with her 
teachers. When Our Kingdom M inistry in 
Japan reported her experience, she showed 
the article to her teachers, reminding them 
that, now that this story was in print, they 
had better study well.

Those who ‘remember their Grand Cre­
ator’ while young, whether by pioneering or 
by other regular zealous service, are able to 
cultivate “the love of the Father,” which is 
far more desirable than anything the world 
can offer. Indeed, “the world is passing away 
and so is its desire, but he that does the will 
of God remains forever.”— 1 John 2:15-17.

Questions From Readers
■ What is the difference between immortality and everlasting life?

Endless life will be enjoyed 
both by anointed ones receiving 
spirit life in heaven and by hu­
mans whom God declares righ­
teous for life on the Paradise

earth. So if you think about the 
outcome, immortality in heaven 
and everlasting life on earth result 
in basically the same thing —liv­
ing forever. There are, though,

some comments about immortal­
ity that can be made.

The Greek word translated “im­
mortality” (athanasia) is formed 
from the negative a and from 
thanatos, meaning “death.” Im­
mortality thus has the basic sense
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of ‘without death,’ or deathless­
ness. Understandably, Jehovah is 
the absolute source of all life 
and is immortal. (Psalm 36:9; 90: 
1,2) This is confirmed by the fact 
that his glorified Son, who now 
“is the reflection of [God’s] glory 
and the exact representation of 
his very being,” is described as 
“the King of those [men] who rule 
as kings and Lord of those who 
rule as lords, the one alone hav­
ing immortality.” (Hebrews 1:3; 
1 Timothy 6:15, 16) No creature 
can take Jesus’ life as an im­
mortal, which makes him differ­
ent from humans or spirits that 
can die. Further, we read: “Now 
that [Christ] has been raised up 
from the dead, [he] dies no more; 
death is master over him no 
more.”— Romans 6:9.

Though immortality is, in a 
sense, everlasting life, immortal­
ity apparently implies more than 
that its possessor will live forev­
er. It seems to indicate a par­
ticular quality of life, and it is 
linked with incorruption. The Bible 
says about spirit-anointed Chris­
tians who receive the heavenly 
reward: “This which is corrupt­
ible [in its human body] must put 
on incorruption, and this which is 
mortal must put on immortality. 
But when this which is corrupt­
ible puts on incorruption and this 
which is mortal puts on immor­
tality, then the saying will take 
place that is written: ‘Death is 
swallowed up forever.’ ”— 1 Co­
rinthians 15:53, 54.

Still, the Bible does not provide 
much detail about the quality of 
life termed immortality. We do 
know that mortal humans—even 
perfect humans having the pros­
pect of endless life on earth — 
must eat and drink to maintain 
life, or they die and their bodies 
experience corruption. (Genesis 
2:9, 15, 16) No doubt immortal­
ity involves a quality of life that

does not need to be sustained 
like that. Thus it could be said 
that all who become immortal 
are not subject to death or that 
‘death is master over them no 
more.’ That would harmonize, too, 
with their receiving incorruptibili­
ty, indicating that their spirit body 
or organism is inherently beyond 
decay, ruin or corruption. (Com­
pare 2 Corinthians 5:1; Revela­
tion 20:6.) In these ways a dif­
ference might be seen between 
immortality and everlasting hu­
man life.

Jehovah God is the perfect

The Cyclopaedia of Biblical, 
Theological, and Ecclesiastical 
Literature, by M’Clintock and 
Strong, comments:

‘Much time and trouble have 
been wasted in disputing as to 
whether three or four nails were 
used in fastening the Lord. Non- 
nus affirms that three only were 
used, in which he is followed 
by Gregory Nazianzen. The more 
general belief gives four nails, 
an opinion which is supported 
at much length and by curious 
arguments by Curtius. Others 
have carried the number of nails 
as high as fourteen.’—Volume II, 
page 580.

Matthew 27:35 merely says: 
“When they had impaled him they 
distributed his outer garments by 
casting lots.” Little detail is given, 
as in Mark, Luke and John. After 
Jesus’ resurrection, Thomas said: 
“Unless I see in his hands the 
print of the nails and stick my 
finger into the print of the nails 
and stick my hand into his side,
I will certainly not believe.” (John 
20:25) So even though criminals 
sometimes were bound to a stake 
with ropes, Jesus was nailed.

Judge who rewards anointed 
ones with immortality. When he 
in his boundless wisdom and in­
sight determines such ones to be 
completely tested and unques­
tionably qualified for immortality, 
we can trust that they will for­
ever be faithful. All whom Jeho­
vah judges worthy of endless life, 
whether as immortal spirits or 
as perfect humans, will be able 
to worship him forever. Thus, in 
the final analysis, both everlast­
ing human life and immortality 
in heaven result in endless life. 
—John 17:3.

Some have also concluded from 
John 20:25 that two nails were 
used, one through each hand. But 
does Thomas’ use of the plural 
(nails) have to be understood as 
a precise description indicating 
that each of Jesus’ hands was 
pierced by a separate nail?

In Luke 24:39 the resurrected 
Jesus said: “See my hands and 
my feet, that it is I myself.” This 
suggests that Christ’s feet also 
were nailed. Since Thomas made 
no mention of nailprints in Jesus’ 
feet, his use of the plural “nails” 
could have been a general ref­
erence to multiple nails used in 
impaling Jesus.

Thus, it just is not possible at 
this point to state with certainty 
how many nails were used. Any 
drawings of Jesus on the stake 
should be understood as artists’ 
productions that offer merely a 
representation based on the lim­
ited facts that we have. Debate 
over such an insignificant detail 
should not be permitted to be­
cloud the all-important truth that 
“we became reconciled to God 
through the death of his Son.” 
— Romans 5:10.

■ Is it correct to conclude from John 20:25 that Jesus was im­
paled with a separate nail through each hand?
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Com m em orating

D eath
During a simple ceremony, 

Jesus Christ used wine and un­
leavened bread as symbols of 
the human life that he was to 
sacrifice for mankind. When in­
stituting this ceremony, he said: 
"Keep doing this in remem­
brance of me."— Luke 22:19.

Last year 6,767,707 persons 
remembered Jesus by attending 
the memorial of his death at 
special meetings sponsored by 
Jehovah's Witnesses. You are 
cordially invited to attend the 
Memorial observance this year 
at the Kingdom Hall nearest 
to your home. It will be held 
Sunday, April 15, after sunset. 
Check with Jehovah's Witnesses 
locally for the exact time.
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