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The Power

HRISTMASTIME is here again! Once

again Christmas music fills the air.
No doubt you have noticed how all other
music fades into the background during
this holiday season in Christendom. Yes,
Christmas melodies have power. This is
because they have qualities that play
very much on human sentimentality,
more so, it seems, than the music of any
other holiday. Religion-oriented and very
moving, these catchy tunes tug strongly
at the heartstrings of many persons.

Why, just a short refrain from a fa-
miliar carol can stir emotions peculiar to
Christmas! Yes, and depending on which
land you live in, there are Christmas
delights that appeal to the senses—the
pungent smell of fresh pine, the sweet
taste of candy canes, the tinsel against
the bright red and green that character-
ize this festival. And a simple Christmas
tune that fills the ear can trigger an
onslaught of nostalgia—memories of the
family coming together for the holidays,
the sumptuous feast at the table, the
gift-giving around the Christmas tree,
the singing of carols together, visiting
old friends and seeing old acquaintances
again.

Naturally, what adds considerably to
the power of this infectious music to con-
jure up such thoughts are the words—a
curious mixture based on Bible events,
folklore, old customs and traditional prac-
tices. For example, verses in certain car-
ols tell of Christs birth at Bethlehem,
the angels announcing this to the shep-

herds and a call for all the faithful to
come and adore him. Still others buoy-
antly urge decorating the house with
boughs of holly or warn children to be
good so that Santa Claus will bring them
the toys they want.

Whether sung by one voice or many,
played on an organ or by an orchestra,
the emotion-charged music of Christmas
tends to program people for its cele-
bration. On the surface, the power in-
herent in this music may seem good
and beneficial. After all, many verses of
these Christmas songs deal with religious
themes and encourage kindness, gener-
osity, goodwill and peace. Nevertheless,
when Christmas music and its words are
examined in the light of God’s truth as
revealed in the Holy Bible, some star-
tling facts come into view.

THE WATCHTOWER— DECEMBER 15, 1983 3



What Does Christmas
Music Really Teach?

THERE is no denying the power of
Christmas music and its lyrics. How-
ever, their impact on human emotions
does not necessarily prove that they
teach Jehovah God’s truths.

Much as we may feel moved by some
pleasant things that touch our emotions,
would you not agree that in religious
matters involving Jesus, truth ought to
be one’s foremost concern if one wants
to please the God of the Bible? Actual-
ly, emotionalism would be a deterrent
if it distracted a person from the facts.
If people want to know what Christmas
carols really teach and promote, then
they must be objective and open-minded
in their investigation.

Are They Truthful?

It might surprise you that anyone
would raise questions about the truthful-
ness of popular Christmas songs. But as
you will see, some oft-overlooked facts de-
serve our honest attention. What facts?’
you may wonder.

For example, a number of carols de-
clare that Jesus was born on Christmas
Day, December 25. Is this true? To be
frank, the facts answer no! Why do we
say that, and why should it be of con-
cern to you?

In his Holy Word, the Bible, God in-
dicates that Jesus was born, not in cold
winter, but in the fall of the year. Let
us note the facts of the matter. The lyr-
ics of some Christmas carols paraphrase
Luke 2:8, where we read of “shepherds
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living out of doors and keeping watch-
es in the night over their flocks.” But
these tunes move this statement out of
its time context in the early, warm fall
of the year to a winter eve in Decem-
ber. Can we be sure of this? If so, then
why is it significant, or why should it
be important to singers of the words of
these carols?

If you had opportunity to be in that
area In late December, you would know
that in this season the hills around Beth-
lehem are usually cold and rainy, and
that sometimes the ground is covered
with snow. In fact, you can find some
clear Biblical evidence of this noteworthy
point. If you consulted almost any Bible
encyclopedia, you would find that our
month of December corresponds to the
latter part of the ninth month (Chislev)
of the ancient Hebrew calendar and the
early part of the tenth month (Tebeth).
With this in mind, consider the account
in Ezra 10:9 about something that hap-
pened just a few miles from Bethlehem:

“All the men of Judah and Benjamin
collected themselves together at Jerusa-
lem within three days, that is, in the
ninth month on the twentieth day of
the month, and all the peoEIe kept sit-
ting in the open place of the house of
the true God, shivering because of the
matter and on account of the showers
of rain.”

Do you appreciate the significance of
this text? No sane Hebrew shepherd
would endanger his flock in icy fields



where there is little greenery on which
to forage. Yet Bible writer Luke assures
us that at the time of Jesus’ birth there
were shepherds with their flocks in the
fields around Bethlehem. This could not
have been late, wintry December. Do
not these musical verses about Christmas
amount, then, to errors or distortions of
truth? They might even be described as
falsehood set to melody.

Obviously, these songs are not teach-
ing the truth about the Christmas season.
Could they be pleasing, therefore, to the
One about whom the apostle Paul said,
‘God cannot lie? (Titus 1:2) Further, is
singing them the way to worship God
“with spirit and truth,” which Jesus said
is so important? (John 4:24) Actually, “Je-
hovah the God of truth,” and his Son,
Jesus Christ, who is “the way and the
truth and the life,” are honored by truth,
not by melodic falsehoods. (Psalm 31:5;
John 14:6) Furthermore, at Christmas-
time when these carols are sung, many
clergymen quote Luke’s words about the
shepherds as a basis for the December 25
celebration of Christmas. (Luke 2:8-14)
However, neither this nor any other
scripture gives support to the Christmas

festive season. The Bible makes it clear
that manipulating God’s Word to make
it say something it is not saying leads
to his adverse judgment. In the extreme
case of the false prophets in Israel who
“changed the words of the living God,”
they paid with their lives.—Jeremiah
23:16-22, 29-32, 36; Deuteronomy 12:32;
18:20; Proverbs 30:5, 6.

Hence, no matter how beautiful Christ-
mas music may sound, we cannot ignore
the seriousness of its lyrics that contra-
dict God’s Word. Jehovah is repelled by
untruth, especially when it runs directly
counter to his revealed truth. (Psalm 5:
4-6) Many humans may be so moved by
glorious harmonies and delightful mel-
odies that they ignore any falsehoods
being sung, but we can be sure that that
is not the case with God and with his
Son, Jesus. They do not desire praise to
the extent that they will approve of lyr-
ics peppered with flattering falsehoods.

Should We Commemorate?

Here is another aspect to consider: Do
you know of any Biblical evidence that
Jehovah God and Jesus Christ want us
to commemorate Jesus’ birth, even if we

At Jesus’ birth, was it . . .

a warm season

or

cold winter?
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intended to do it at the time of year that
corresponds to Biblical evidence?

Like the good Father that he is, Je-
hovah God is always very specific about
what he requires of his worshipers. He
carefully spells out what we must do to
gain his favor and blessings. He often re-
peats things to avoid any misunderstand-
Ing on our part.* Why, then, do we find in
God’s written Word no direct command
or even a hint that we should commemo-
rate his Son’s earthly birthday? Because
Jehovah places emphasis on Jesus’ death
and resurrection, requiring Christians to
celebrate annually the Memorial of his
death only. (Luke 22:19, 20; 1 Corin-
thians 5:7, 8; 11:23-26) Thus, Christmas
carols that presumptuously call for the
celebration of Christ’s birth “go beyond
the things that are written” in the Bi-
ble. (1 Corinthians 4:6) So do you think
that people who know this and yet sing
these lines are pleasing Jehovah God?
No matter how sincere a person may be,
presumptuousness and disobedience nev-
er win God’s favor.—1 Samuel 15:22, 23.

Customs and Beliefs

Jehovah God explicitly warns against
mixing pagan practices and beliefs with
his pure worship. (2 Corinthians 6:14-17)
Pagan practices? Yes, as we shall now
show, many pagan practices are tied in
with Christmas. Such practices are re-
pulsive to God, like the practices of the
Canaanites of whom Moses said: “Every-
thing detestable to Jehovah that he does
hate they have done.” (Deuteronomy
12:31) Since ‘Jehovah does not change,’
how do you think he would view Christ-
mas carols that, in the name of Chris-
tianity, encourage a mixture of pagan

* Note the details outlined. b¥ God on how the
Israelites were to celebrate his festivals at Exodus

izl:é-n; 23:14-17; Leviticus 23; Deuteronomy 16:
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practices and pure worship?—Malachi 3:6;
Deuteronomy 12:1-3, 29-32.

For example, the musical call to “Deck
the Halls With Boughs of Holly” is root-
ed in ancient pagan superstition. In the
booklet Discovering Christmas Customs
and Folklore, Margaret Baker pointed out
that decorating homes with evergreens
was a Roman and a Norse custom. She
further observed:

"Greenery brought into the house at the
winter solstice seemed to be a charm to en-
sure the return of vegetation to the earth.
.. . Holly had many associations with good
fortune. In Louisiana berries were kept for
luck. ... A piece kept back from church
decorations was especially lucky. . . . And
a tree planted outside the house protected
it from thunder, lightning, fire and the evil
eye.”—Pages 29, 32.

If you study the lines of other Christ-
mas carols, you will find that they endorse
various superstitious customs.* Jehovah
God cannot approve of these practices,
for they enslave people to fear and igno-
rance, which keeps them from turning to
him. Music that teaches or promotes su-
perstitions is simply not fitting for Chris-
tians seeking his favor.

Christmas music that deals with Santa
Claus touches a very sensitive area—lit-
tle children! Emotions may be stirred up,
but the question must be asked, What
do these tunes teach little ones? Miscon-
ceptions such as that a white-bearded
mythological figure in a red suit is prac-
tically omniscient. He knows when all
children are good or bad. And he brings
toys to only good boys and girls, so they
are encouraged to behave to get these
materialistic gifts.

Here we must let our reason rule and
not our deceptive hearts. (Jeremiah 17:9)
Santa Claus is just another product of
pagan tradition, and sparkling melodies

* See “The Music of Christmas,” Awake!, De-
cember 22, 1969, pages 5-8.



with lyrics telling children that he is
real do not change that fact. Further-
more, such music ascribes to Santa the
all-knowing quality that only Jehovah
God possesses. Should God-fearing par-
ents teach their children to believe and
sing such things? Should they pretend to
their children that the pagan Santa Claus
is linked to the Christianity of the Bible?

Wise parents do not bribe their chil-
dren to be good. Yet Christmas music
leads children to believe that if they
behave an imaginary Santa Claus will
leave them toys. The bribery is there
—subtle, but unmistakable. You can ap-
preciate that such ideas can damage the
moral fiber of children in their formative
years. Jehovah declares that “foolishness
Is tied up with the heart of a boy; the rod
of discipline [not bribery with Christmas
toys] is what will remove it far from
him.” (Proverbs 22:15) The conclusion
should be clear—Christmas songs about
Santa Claus are a gross deception. They
can only undermine respect for true Bi-
ble principles.

Idealistic, starry-eyed little children
need to feed on the “bread” of God’
truth. Their inquisitive minds cannot be
satisfied with ‘stones’ of falsehood.—Mat-
thew 7:9.

Who Is Behind It?
We all need to face up to the fact that
Christmas and its music are not from Je-

hovah, the God of truth. Then what is
their source? Reason should suggest that
they are from someone whose sole aim
now is to mislead as many people as pos-
sible. The Bible tells us that this is the
goal of Satan the Devil. So you can ap-
preciate why Christmas and its trappings
can be perfect tools for his efforts. They
tickle the senses while blinding the mind
to Bible-based truth. (2 Corinthians 4:4)
Satan knows the powerful effect music
has on humans. In diverse churches and
temples around the earth he cunningly
camouflages his God-dishonoring teach-
ings and customs with sweet melodies
and lovely lyrics. So why should it be
different with Christmas music?

Quite apropos here are Tertullian’s
observations on pagan entertainment.
This second-century professed Christian
wrote:

“Grant that you have there things that
are pleasant, things both agreeable and in-
nocent in themselves; even some things that
are excellent. Nobody dilutes poison with gall
[something both distasteful and poisonous]
... The accursed thing is put into condiments
well seasoned and of sweetest taste. So, too,
the devil puts into the deadly draught which
he prepares, things of God most pleasant and
most acceptable. Everything there, then, that
is either brave, noble, loud-sounding, melo-
dious, or exquisite in taste, hold it but as the
honey drop of a poisoned cake.”—The Shows
(be Spectaculis), chapter 27.

Yes, Satan the Devil can ingeniously
make Christmas music appear to be of
God and the singing of 1t a Christian
duty that honors Him and his Son. In
reality, it does just the opposite.—2 Co-
rinthians 11:14.

Those seeking to gain Jehovah God’s
favor that leads to eternal life will not let
themselves be deluded by the deceptive
power and beauty of Christmas music.
They will shun it as “the honey drop of
a poisoned cake.”
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God’'s Word Is Alive

Do You Fear What Others Think?

44 JEHOVAH’'S WITNESSES

J arent Christians,” this
schoolgirl is saying. “They don’t
even celebrate Christmas.” Others
in the classroom join in ridiculing
Jehovah’s Witnesses for their
beliefs.

Suppose that you are a Witness
youth and that you are present
while these things are being said.
Those in the classroom do not
realize that Christmas actually
Is a pagan celebration and that
it was not celebrated by early
Christians.* Nor do they know
that the other things being

said against the Witnesses are false also. What if one of your

* See pages 6, 7. classmates then turns to you and
says in a voice that others can
hear: “You are one of Jehovah’s
Witnesses, aren’t you?” What will
you say?

You will be in a situation
similar to that faced by the
apostle Peter the night before
Jesus Christ was put to death.
That night Jesus was led away
to the house of the high priest
where there was a meeting of the
religious leaders. Peter followed
along and waited outside in the
courtyard. One of the servant girls
of the high priest saw Peter and
said: “This man also was with
him.” But Peter denied it.
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God’s Word Is Alive

After a while another person saw Peter and said: “You also are one
of them.” Peter answered: “lI am not.” After about an hour, others
began insisting: “Certainly you are one of them, for, in fact, you are a
Galilean.” Then Peter, as you can see, responded: “l do not know this
man of whom you speak.”—Luke 22:54-60; Mark 14:53-71.

But this was not the truth. Peter definitely did know Jesus. In fact, a
few short hours before, he had asserted to Jesus: “Lord, | am ready to
go with you both into prison and into death.” (Luke 22:33) What caused
this sudden change in Peter’ attitude? Fear. On this night the truth was
being distorted. What was right was made to appear as wrong, and the
innocent one as guilty. So, because of fear of what others might think
and perhaps do, Peter did not tell the truth. He did not honor God or
his Son, Jesus Christ.

Similar circumstances can arise today. It is true that Peter was
deeply repentant over his denials and that he obtained the forgiveness
he so earnestly sought. (Luke 22:61, 62) But how much better that an
experience such as this be avoided! Are you prepared to meet situations
similar to the one faced by Peter—for example, during the Christmas
season? Have you made a firm determination to stand up for the truth
and to honor Jehovah God and his Son regardless of the circumstances
that may arise?
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The Little One
Has Become a
Thousand’ in Italy

HE little one himself will become

X a thousand, and the small one a

mighty nation. | myself, Jehovah, shall

speed it up in its own time.”—lsaiah
60:22.

Jehovah’s Witnesses in Italy have in-
deed “become a thousand” in the years
since World War 1l. As the second larg-
est religious body in Catholic Italy today,
the number of Witnesses there has mul-
tiplied more than a thousandfold in that
period of time—from 95 in 1946 to over
100,000 now.

The credit for this phenomenal growth
clearly belongs to Jehovah. But instru-
mental also are the efforts of the zealous
Italian Witnesses, their faithful endur-
ance through difficult times and their
willingness to use their time, strength
and material resources in Jehovah’ ser-
vice. To keep pace with all of this, and
to provide the needed direction and sup-
port, the branch office of the Watch
Tower Society in Italy has also under-
gone expansion through the years.

Expansion at the Branch
The very first branch office in Italy
was established at Milan in 1946. After
two years it was transferred to a small
house purchased by the Society in Rome.
By 1972 the number of Witnesses in Ita-
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ly had grown to 25,000. So in that year,
at a site that had been acquired at the
northern periphery of Rome, the Society
constructed a building that became the
new branch and Bethel home.

Just four years after moving into that
building, the number of Kingdom pub-
lishers in Italy increased to 60,000. Once
again it became necessary to enlarge the
branch facilities. Obtaining a building
permit, however, proved to be a tedious
process. Finally, in 1978 work was begun
on a farm building and it was completed
in 1980. In the autumn of 1979, construc-
tion began on a new Bethel residence
building and a printing plant.

The New Buildings

The Bethel residence building is a
four-story structure with a basement. On
the ground level is a comfortable lounge
with marble floor and olive-wood panel-
ing. There are also a dining room and a
fully equipped kitchen. The dining room
can accommodate 200 persons. Its walls
are decorated with pleasant landscape
murals. A 350-seat Kingdom Hall is lo-
cated on the first floor. A library is on
the second floor. In the basement are
the electric shop, the machine shop and
some storage space.

The rest of the building consists of



70 comfortable rooms, each with a pri-
vate bath and a terrace. Combined with
the rooms in the existing building, there
is now space for a total of 170 per-
sons, thus comfortably accommodating
the 158-member Bethel family.

The factory building is exceptionally
bright and airy, thanks to its ample win-
dows. It has a main floor and a base-
ment, each measuring 12,500 square feet
(1,261 sq m). Three M.A.N. presses have
been installed. Two of these, along with
an automatic book-binding line, are re-
cent additions.

Each month this printing plant is turn-
ing out over 2,300,000 Watchtower and
Awake! magazines. This certainly is prog-
ress, considering the fact that in 1946
the 95 Kingdom publishers distributed
just 268 copies of these journals in Italy.
The plant is also capable of producing
60,000 books a week.

The farm building is situated along a
shady roadway a few hundred yards from
the new buildings. All together the farm
has 1235 acres (50 ha) of land and pro-

duces meat, eggs, milk, vegetables and
fruits for the Bethel family. Wholesome
food is thus provided at a comparatively
low cost. All the buildings are equipped
with roof-top solar panels to operate the
water-heating systems.

A Combined Effort

Construction work is commonplace
nowadays. But what was different about
putting up this new Bethel home and
printery? All the work was done by about
a thousand Witnesses who volunteered
their services. Carpenters, designers, la-
borers, bricklayers, electricians, painters,
plumbers and others came from all over
Italy, including Sicily and Sardinia. Pro-
fessionals and executives came and did
hard manual work. Three carpenters
—a father and his two sons—came and
worked from time to time, even though
they recently had suffered considerable
financial loss due to a fire at their work-
shop. Another brother working at the
construction site traveled about 62 miles
(100 km) every weekend for several
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months so that he could also spend some
time with his family.

Many brothers left their home and jab,
or took their annual vacation to come
and work for extended periods of time.
Much credit must go to the families they
left behind for the sacrifices they made
to enable one family member to come
and work on this special project.

The fact that most brothers could stay
for only a limited time meant that the
personnel of the work force changed
nearly every week. This presented quite
a challenge to the brothers overseeing
the work. Yet everyone was ready to
adapt and to follow the instructions giv-
en. Their willingness to cooperate was
truly a manifestation of “the fruitage of
the spirit.”—Galatians 5:22, 23.

Many brothers contributed by putting
their private businesses at the Society’s
disposal. For example, one firm owned
by brothers made 300 doors for the new
Bethel residence building. Those who
could not come to work offered money,
materials and equipment. Even children
were eager to help. A small child donat-
ed his savings of five years—the entire
contents of his money box.

Reflecting on the fine spirit of the vol-
unteers, one job overseer said: “It was
encouraging and touching when it was
time to say good-bye to these brothers.
They would thank us for the privilege of
contributing their work to the advance-
ment of pure worship.” In this regard,
the coordinator of the Branch Commit-
tee commented: “This building has not
been brought about by the effort of a
single person or a number of persons. It
has been built because of the combined
efforts of the whole of God’s people in
Italy. It is an evidence of Jehovah’s
blessing.”
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Inauguration and Dedication

The completion of the new branch fa-
cilities brought great joy to the broth-
ers. How clearly this was demonstrated
on a special occasion—the inauguration
and dedication of the new buildings to
Jehovah! This took place on April 24,
1982. But how could a greater number
of Jehovah’s Witnesses share in the joy
of this encouraging event? To make this
possible, the special program in the King-
dom Hall at the new building was linked
by wire with meeting places in Rome,
Novara, Ascoli Piceno, Naples, Syracuse
and Cagliari.

The appointed day turned out to be
windy, cold and rainy. Despite this and
although most of the groups met in open
stadiums, an enthusiastic crowd of 27,372
enjoyed the program. Concerning those
meeting in Novara, Corriere della Sera
reported:

“The rain was pelting down in the
cold, windswept streets. Most people were
barricaded in their homes or at the bar,
but they [Jehovah’ Witnesses] were the
exception. They had traveled down from
Trieste, Gorizia, Verona and Alessandria
by train, buses and small cars. The chil-
dren wrapped up in ski suits, old ladies
padded like mattresses, and elderly cou-
ples sheltering under blankets as they
perched in the small grandstand of the
stadium. . . . There was not a sign of
unruliness, murmuring or impatience.”

A national television channel gave the
event some coverage in the evening
news. It included parts of the meeting
and showed scenes of the new branch
facilities.

Present for the meeting at the branch
itself was M. G. Henschel, the principal
speaker and a member of the Governing
Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Also on
hand were missionaries who have been
serving in Italy for over 30 years. Pres-



ent, too, were members of the Bethel
family, some of whom have served at
the branch for over 35 years.

In opening his dedication address,
Brother Henschel quoted the statement,
“the little one himself will become a
thousand.” These words brought back
special memories to the old-timers. But
they also aroused in all those present
heartfelt gratitude to Jehovah God, who
has, indeed, ‘speeded it up in its own
time.—saiah 60:22.

Further Expansion

Although “the little one” in Italy has
already “become a thousand,” it is ev-
ident that there is still much work for
Jehovah’s Witnesses to do there. With
the new and enlarged branch facilities,
they feel well equipped for the work
ahead. Confidently they look to Jehovah
to give the increase.

Indeed, Jehovah has continued to give
the increase. Last March a total of 233-
042 persons—more than twice the num-
ber of Kingdom publishers in Italy—
attended the Memorial of the death of
Jesus Christ. The brothers are happy
that they have the privilege of helping
these interested people to make spiritual
advancement. Many of them have re-
sponded favorably. In May 1983 a new
peak of 105,463 persons shared in pro-
claiming the Kingdom good news in the
Italian field.

Jehovah’s Witnesses in Italy feel that
God truly has made “all his undeserved
kindness abound toward” them. In ad-
dition to numerical increases, they have
enjoyed abundant spiritual riches. They
are thankful for Jehovah’s generosity,
and it is their resolve to go on sowing
even more abundantly in the years to
come.—2 Corinthians 9:8-10.

‘God Makes It Grow’

A farmer may plant a seed, water and
cultivate it, but he must patiently wait
for God to make it grow to maturity. It
is likewise with Christian ministers. As
the apostle Paul said: “l planted, Apollos

watered, but God kept making it grow.”

(1 Corinthians 3:6) Although we may
proclaim the “good news” and teach
God’s Word to interested people, it is
God who makes the “seed,” or implant-
ed word, come to full Christian growth,
even as the following experience illus-
trates.— Matthew 24:14; Luke 8:11-15.

“In 1953 | started a Bible study with
Mable and her mother. We had three
studies. But Mable’s husband was so
opposed that he sold the house and

moved the family. She had such a love
for the Bible that | often wondered what
happened to her.

“Last month | received this letter,
which helped me to appreciate that it is
Jehovah who makes the ‘seed’ grow.

‘Dear Virginia,

‘We are finally sisters after all these
years. | hope you didn't think | had given
up the truth for good. It just took all those
years and finally Jehovah’s spirit to make
me strong enough to take my stand.

‘I have often thought of the “seeds”
you planted so many years ago, and |
just wanted you to know that | finally
made it.””
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Insighton the News

War Habit

“Wars offer the greatest va-
riety, in practically every shape,
size and color,” columnist Flora
Lewis writes in The New York
Times. Citing country after coun-
try embroiled in some form of
armed struggle, the columnist
notes: “The list reads like the
index of an atlas.” The rea-
son? “The fact is that nobody is
running the world anymore and
keeping a semblance of order,”
she says. Has the United Nations
curbed the war habit? “With its
emphasis on sovereignty, pride
of nation, expression of griev-
ance, the U.N. has become a
logrolling conclave to keep small
disputes aflame while the big
power conflict festers.” After a
myriad of conferences with the
supposed intent of preventing
war, “enough people still want
U> fight to keep the war habit
going,” remarks Lewis.

For the generation since 1914,
war has indeed become a habit.
Why? The Bible book of Reve-
lation foresaw a symbolic horse-
man, brandishing a great sword,
thundering forth on his fiery-
colored steed with the commis-
sion “to take peace away from
the earth.” (Revelation 6:4) That
prophecy has come true in this
century, for not only has the
earth witnessed the horrors of
two world wars but it has also
seen an almost constant stream
of bloodspilling conflicts.

Sincere lovers of peace,
though, look forward to the
breaking of the enslaving “war

habit” by Revelation’s crowned
symbolic rider on the white horse.
He is Christ Jesus, the “Prince
of Peace.” Since 1914 he has
been galloping forth “conquer-
ing.” First, he subdued the heav-
enly opposers of divine rule, and
next he will “complete his con-
quest” over all earthly resisters.
Then earth will experience the
habit of peace.— Isaiah 9:6; Rev-
elation 6:2; 12:7-12.

“Men Have
Forgotten God”

Exiled Soviet novelist and No-
bel prize winner Alexander Sol-
zhenitsyn pinpointed the reason
for the worldwide decline of spir-
ituality in his acceptance speech
for this year’s Templeton Award
at Buckingham Palace. He said:
“If 1 were called upon to identify
briefly the principal trait of the
entire 20th century, here too, |
would be unable to find anything
more precise and pithy than to
repeat once again: ‘Men have
forgotten God.” The failings of
human consciousness, deprived
of its divine dimension, have
been a determining factor in all
the major crimes of this centu-
ry. The first of these was World
War |, and much of our present
predicament can be traced back
to it.”

Mr. Solzhenitsyn, noting this
“same kind of defect” woven
into society from World War |l
to the present, next stated: “To-
day’s world has reached a stage
which, if it had been described to
preceding centuries, would have
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called forth the cry: ‘This is the
Apocalypse!”’

Since World War | mankind
has been in the Biblical “last
days”—a time period charac-
terized by mankind’s having “a
form of godly devotion but prov-
ing false to its power.” (2 Timo-
thy 3:1, 5) With what result? To
ancient Jerusalem at one period
in its history, God said: “You
have forgotten me and you keep
putting your trust in falsehood.”
Like that spiritually drained city
of old, Christendom, along with
this ungodly world, is facing cer-
tain ruin.— Jeremiah 13:25.

Are You a
“Friend”?
“The greatest myth about
friendship is that it will come
to people without their doing

something in exchange for it,”
says Eugene Kennedy, professor
of psychology at Loyola Univer-
sity of Chicago and author of
many books on human behavior.
U.S.News & World Report also
quotes him as saying: “People
have difficulty in knowing how
to go about making friends be-
cause our society has told them
that self-gratification will make
them successful and happy.”

“There is more happiness in
giving than there is in receiv-
ing,” said Jesus. (Acts 20:35) Un-
selfish giving of your resources,
time and interest, especially in
Christian activities, will help you
to become a friend and to have
‘friends that will stick closer than
a brother.’— Proverbs 18:24.



DoYou Remember?

Have you enjoyed the last sev-
eral issues of The Watchtower?
See if you can recall the follow-
ing points:

0O What is involved in our ‘believ-
ing on the Lord Jesus Christ and
getting saved’? (Acts 16:30, 31)
This is more than just a brief,
emotional experience. It involves
learning the truth of God’'s Word,

studying the Scriptures regularly
and applying them in our life.
(Acts 2:41, 42; 17:11) It also in-

volves accepting Jesus Christ as
our Ransomer and obeying him,
recognizing him as Jehovah’s King
and Vindicator. (1 Timothy 2:5, 6;
Hebrews 5:9; Revelation 7:10)
—8/15, pages 6-8.

O How can we show our heartfelt
appreciation for the Creator?
Our love and gratitude for the Cre-
ator should motivate us to serve
him voluntarily. This means more
than living a clean life and not doing
what is bad in God’s eyes. Godly
conduct is essential, but serving
Jehovah involves praising him ac-
tively and joyously, telling others
about Jehovah’s great deeds and
grand purposes. (Psalm 96:2-4)
—9/1, page 7.

O Into how many religious groups
is humanity divided?

It has been estimated that there
are 10 main religions and 10,000
sects.—9/15, page 3.

0O Why are Jehovah’s Witnesses
not a sect?

Jehovah’s Witnesses are not disci-
ples of a human leader or teacher.
Jehovah God and Christ Jesus are
their teachers. Hence, Jehovah's
Witnesses are not a sect.— 9/15,
page 9.

O What is the world for which Je-
sus would not pray? (John 17:9)
It is the organized human society
that exists apart from God’s visi-

ble organization, or outside it. This
is made up of three closely con-
nected parts: false religions, polit-
ical governments and commercial
systems. (Revelation 17:3, 5; 13:
1, 2; 18:11, 15)—9/15, page 28.
O What is needed for earth to
become a Paradise?

Paradise requires far more than
beautiful natural surroundings and
all the animal creation living at
peace with one another and with
man. Paradise also involves peo-
ple who have developed godlike
personalities with peaceful disposi-
tions, all getting along with one an-
other in love.— 10/1, pages 3, 4.
O In what sense does a paradise
exist on earth today?

Compared to the strife, disunity
and immorality in the world to-
day, the love, peace of mind and
unity among Jehovah’'s Witness-
es make a spiritual paradise for
them. This is a foretaste of how
humans will live together peaceful-
ly on this earth in a physical Par-
adise during the Thousand Year
Reign of Christ Jesus. (Isaiah 11:
6-9) — 10/1, pages 4-7.

O What did Jesus mean when he
said to the evildoer: “You will
be with me in Paradise”? (Luke
23:43)

The evildoer was not a faithful
Christian conqueror who qualified
for life as a cornier in heaven with
Christ. Therefore Jesus was not
promising a heavenly paradise to
the dying thief. Jesus’ words mean
that he will be with the evildoer
by raising him from the dead into
Paradise on earth and then caring
for his needs, both physical and
spiritual.— 10/15, pages 4, 5.

O What are some of the things
we can learn from the book of
Exodus?

Jehovah is depicted in the book
of Exodus as one who sustains his
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people, as the incomparable Deliv-
erer and as the God of theocratic
organization. This strengthens the
faith of Jehovah’s Witnesses today
that he will act similarly toward
them.— 10/15, page 31.

0O What is the real significance
of the word “Har-Magedon”?
The meaning of the word is
“mountain of assembly of troops.”
Thus Har-Magedon, or Armaged-
don, is not literally a place on
earth, but it is the state of the
world rulers in being gathered to-
gether against God the Almighty
in warfare. (Revelation 16:13-16)
— 11/1, pages 3-6.

O How can a Christian keep en-
joyment of pleasure in its proper
place?

Enjoyment of pleasure can be kept
in its proper place by yielding
to the guiding principles of the
Bible regarding quality, quantity,
timing and cost of things.— 11/1,
page 25.

0O What is the re-creation spoken
of by Jesus in Matthew 19:28?
Jehovah originally purposed for
humans to live forever on earth
enjoying true peace and security.
This purpose will be realized dur-
ing Christ's Thousand Year Rule,
resulting in a restoration of Eden-
ic conditions. In other words, the
theocratic system with which hu-
mankind began life on this earth will
be re-created.— 11/15, pages 8, 9.
0O What advantages are there in

following the Biblical example of
using God’s personal name?

Doing so helps us to view God as
a Person, not just a force. It helps
us to draw closer to him, and
it eliminates confusion, sharpen-
ing our thinking about him, bring-
ing our thoughts closer to what
the Bible really teaches.— 12/1,
pages 10-13.
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Speak theWord of God
Fearlessly
INn the Nuclear Age

“Speak the word of God fearlessly.”—phitippians 1:14.

THE nuclear age is upon us. The whole
world is now menaced with nuclear
warfare! The Almighty Creator of the
atom with its nucleus well knows that.
What is his Word for our day that needs
to be preached worldwide? In our time
he has had a figurative ‘man clothed
with linen, with a secretary’s inkhorn at
his side,” doing a marking work.

marked for preservation into a new and
righteous system of things.

3No improvement of worldly things
is in sight. In the case of so many
righthearted people inside and outside of
Christendom, what will quiet their fears
of being violently exterminated en masse
shortly? Well, they may be grieved at the
shape of things. But, most importantly,

2 This “man” has been marking the are they grieved because the name of the

foreheads of the people who are crying
and sighing over all the detestable things
that are being done, particularly in the
religious realm of Christendom, which
professes to worship God. (Ezekiel, chap-
ter 9) Recalling the course of conduct
of Christendom’s clergy during World
Wars | and Il, these people feel distress
at what they have reason to believe
those religious leaders would do during a
likely nuclear war on a world scale. Ex-
pecting better things of so-called Chris-
tian leaders, they are deeply disturbed
at what the clergy now make allowance
for in this highly immoral, violent and
religiously divided world. In a system of
things that is doomed to early destruc-
tion, these righthearted ones are being

1 The Creator of the atom with its nucleus has had
what fearlessly spoken during the past 48 years?
2. What marking work has progressed, and for
what purpose?
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God of the Holy Bible is involved and is
being made a subject of reproach owing
to the way those who claim to be his
people are carrying on? However, who
Is the figurative ‘man clothed in linen’
who is marking more and more of these
grieved persons, and how is he doing
so? This marking work is not appreciat-
ed by the clergy of Christendom and
has been vigorously opposed by them. It
has therefore called for the exercise of
great fearlessness for the marking work
to be done.

4Yet it has gone forward with even
greater impetus since 1935. It has been
done by a class of Christians dedicated
to Jehovah God through Jesus Christ,

3. Grief over what is more important than grief
over prospective mass extermination, and what has
the doing of the marking work called for?

4. The man doing the marking was prefigured by
whom, and so what qualifications are called for in
those doing the marking at present?



and who were prefigured by
the prophet Ezekiel, a priest of
ancient Israel. He was the one
that had the vision of the ‘man
clothed with linen who had the
secretary’s inkhorn at his side.’
They are dedicated to the same
God as Ezekiel was and so, like
him, they are witnesses of Je-
hovah. The modern-day Eze-
kiel of 1983 is a priestly class,
belonging to spiritual Israel, to
which the apostle Peter wrote
the words found at 1 Peter 2:9:
“But you are ‘a chosen race, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation,
a people for special possession,
that you should declare abroad
the excellencies’ of the one that
called you out of darkness into
his wonderful light.”
5Hence, we recognize the
Ezekiel class of today to be
made up of those who serve
in a spiritual way as under-
priests, under the High Priest,
Jesus Christ, whom Jehovah
God swore into the priesthood
“according to the manner of
Melchizedek,” who was king of
ancient Salem and “priest of
the Most High God.” (Psalm
110:4; Genesis 14:18; Hebrews 5:10; 6:20;
7:10, 11, 15-17) From the first century,
in which the apostle Peter wrote his
letter, Jehovah God has picked out the
members of this “royal priesthood,” who
are to number finally 144,000 under the
High Priest, Jesus Christ—Revelation 7:
1-8; 14:1-4.
6Today there is only a small remnant
of the members of the “royal priesthood”

5 How many underpriests are there to be un-
der the one whom Jehovah swears into the high
priesthood? ) i
6. How many of that “royal priesthood” are yet in
the flesh on’earth, and as wnat figurative person
do they serve?

In this nuclear age a figurative man in
linen is carrying on a fearless work.
Are you involved in that work?

yet in the flesh on earth, according to the
world report from the celebration of the
Lord’s Evening Meal on March 29, 1983,
These serve together as the figurative
linen-clad man, who does the marking
of worthy ones in their foreheads.

7 The prophet Ezekiel of old had
muster up great courage in order not
to fear the Israelite opposers of his day.
But Almighty God made the promise
that he would make the face of Ezekiel
just as hard as the faces of his antago-

7. What do those today who were
the linen-clad man witnthe inkhorn
Jehovah to do for them?

refigured b
ave to trus
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nists, yes, even harder. So he should not
be afraid of his merely human opposers.
(Ezekiel 2:4; 3:8; Isaiah 51:12) Likewise,
the remnant of spirit-anointed Christians
that makes up the class prefigured by
the man clothed with linen and with the
inkhorn at his side need to trust in the
God of Ezekiel to harden their faces
to confront unflinchingly the hard-set
countenances of opposers inside and out-
side Christendom.

8Nineteen centuries ago Jehovah’s
Chief Messenger, Jesus Christ, sent forth
his disciples on an errand of speaking
the Word of God fearlessI?]/ in their
own country. Before dispatching them,
he said: “Do not become fearful of those
who kill the body but cannot kill the
soul; but rather be in fear of him that
can destroy both soul and body in Ge-
henna.” (Matthew 10:28) In addition, in
the last book of the Bible he tells the
anointed remnant of our own time: “Do
not be afraid of the things you are about
to suffer. Look! The Devil will keep on
throwing some of you into prison that
you may be fully put to the test, and
that you may have tribulation ten days.
Prove yourself faithful even to death,
and | will give you the crown of life.”
(Revelation 2:10) How encouraging those
words arel

9When we call to mind that today there
are witnesses of Jehovah in more than
40 lands where their work is banned or
under legal restriction—doubtless more
Christians now than the number impris-
oned in the first and second centuries—
Jehovahs Witnesses of today are not
fearful of the things they must suffer,
including imprisonment. The imprison-
ment of Christians can have an effect

8 What instructions appropriate for today did Je-
sus give?

9. _ga) The imprisonment of so many of Jehovah’s
Witnesses today indicates that themare obeying
what instructions given above? (b) What opposite
effect is shown in Paul’s case?
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upon fellow Christians opposite to what
the enemy contemplated. The imprisoned
apostle Paul wrote from his confinement:
“Most of the brothers in the Lord, feel-
ing confidence by reason of my prison
bonds, are showing all the more courage
to speak the word of God fearlessly.”
—Philippians 1:14.

DToday, as in Paul’s day, it is not a
man-made message that the witnesses of
Jehovah are fearlessly speaking. It is the
timely message drawn from the Holy Bi-
ble, the inspired Word of the Most High
God, Jehovah. In that Word he tells his
dedicated, baptized people that they must
be his witnesses, testitying to his God-
ship and his Kingship. (Isaiah 43:10, 12)
Since he tells them to speak forth his
infallible Word, what creature, high or
low in station, has the right or authority
to order or force them to stop speaking
it? The position of the Christian apostles
of 1,900 years ago must be taken, when
they said to officials: “We must obey God
as ruler rather than men.”—Acts 5:29.

1. Men have not made gods out of them-
selves by inventing the nuclear bomb,
and they must answer to the Most High
God as to how they use it. (Note Psalm
82:6, 7.) By producing the nuclear bomb
as a deterrent, the governments seek to
perpetuate their domination of the earth,
rather than to advance the interests of
the Kingdom of God by Jesus Christ.
They resent and interfere with the pro-
claiming of that Kingdom by the true,
obedient followers of Jesus Christ to-
day. This nuclear age has not made out
of date or impractical Christ’s prophetic
words: “These [things] are a beginning

10. 33) Jehovah’s Witnesses today are appointed to
speak out a message from what “source: (b) What
position like that of the apostles 19 centuries ago
must they take?

11. Have men deified themselves b inyentingt the
nuclear bomb, and what about authority on their
part to oppose the speaking forth of the King-
dom message?



of pangs of distress. As for you, look
out for yourselves; people will deliver
you up to local courts, and you will be
beaten in synagogues and be put on the
stand before governors and kings for
my sake, for a witness to them. Also,
in all the nations the good news has to
be preached first. But when they are
leading you along to deliver you up, do
not be anxious beforehand about what
to speak; but whatever is given you [to
speak] in that hour, speak this, for you
are not the ones speaking, but the holy
spirit is.”—Mark 13:8-11.

PWorld pangs of distress began in
1914. The foretold persecution of the
faithful and obedient followers of Jesus
Christ followed and continues down to
this day. All the evidence indicates that
we are living in “the conclusion of the
system of things,” yes, nearing its grand
climax in this nuclear age. (Matthew 24:3;
Mark 13:3, 4) But before the complete
end yet comes, “the good news” has to
be “preached first.” So this worldwide
‘speaking the Word of God fearlessly’ in
behalf of the Kingdom is one of the most
outstanding proofs that we are living in
“the conclusion of the system of things.”
—Matthew 24:14.

Eating God’s Word and
Speaking It Forth Worldwide
BJohn, the last of the surviving dis-
ciples chosen by Jesus as an apostle,
finished his earthly career near the end
of the first century. During this “conclu-
sion of the system of things” since 1914
there has been a remnant of dedicated,
baptized Christians anointed with Jeho-

12. Despite violent opposition, what was to be
preached first, and of what was this to be a most
outstanding sign?

13. What experience like that described in Reve-
lation chapter 10 did the anointed remnant have
after World War 1, and after the refreshment was
taken, what command was given?

As John received a symbolic scroll and
a command to “prophesy again,”
so Christians today fearlessly
declare God’s message

vah’s spirit. This remnant was prefigured
by John, the writer of the last book of
the Bible canon, Revelation. In the first
postwar year of 1919 this remnant had
an experience like that which John de-
scribes respecting himself in Revelation
chapter 10. This experience was to oc-
cur near the time when “the mystery
of God,” or his “sacred secret,” was to
be brought to a finish. (Revelation 10:7,
Authorized Version, NW) After they got
spiritual refreshment, as it were, by eat-
ing the sweet-tasting “little scroll” that
was held out to them, those who made
up this modern class prefigured by John
were, in effect, told: “You must prophesy
again with regard to peoples and nations
and tongues and many kings.”—Revela-
tion 10:10, 11
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UWhether the apostle John on the is-
land of Patmos was able to fulfill his as-
signment of service of such a wide scope
and at his old age, we have no inspired
record. But what about those anointed
ones today whom John prefigured? This
class is what fulfills his prophetic status
and sees the commission to him carried
out in full. The expression, “You must
prophesy again,” indicates that the free
carrying out of his witness work was
being interfered with by his exile on
Patmos. It is evident that what was said
to him there was really meant for his
modern counterpart today. That being
the case, we are obliged to ask: In how
many lands and tongues are Jehovah’s
Witnesses speaking the Word of God
fearlessly as they endeavor to preach
“this good news of the kingdom ... in
all the inhabited earth for a witness”?
—Matthew 24:14.

BThe 1983 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses reports 205 lands, with Bible lit-
erature being published in some 190 lan-
guages. Those lands include people black,
white, yellow, red and brown, also of
various tribes, clans and sects along with
dialects. Since World War | the number
of “kings” on thrones has been greatly
reduced, but there are many other types
of political rulers now in office. Regard-
less of their official designation or their
political cast, the message of Jehovah’s
Witnesses today involves and applies to
all of them. The banning of Jehovah’
Witnesses in so many lands gives proof
of this fact.

6So in spite of the League of Nations
and its successor, the United Nations,
which were set up as the means for ad-

14. BP/ means of whom is the commission to the
apostle John on Patmos fulfilled?

15. To what extent by now is the preaching being
done?

16. So what proclamation has gone forward irre-
sistibly, in spite of the religious prayers of world
leaders for what?
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Can You Recall?

0O What was prefigured for our day
by the ‘man clothed with linen who
had a secretary’s inkhorn,” and
what work is he now doing?

O Why is fearlessness called for on
the part of Jehovah’s Witnesses?

O When the apostle John ate a
“little scroll,” what was he then
to do, and what parallels this in
modern times?

vancing and maintaining a united world,
the fearless proclamation of the King-
dom of God by Christ as the only hope
for mankind has gone forward irresist-
ibly. Such “good news of the kingdom”
has not seemed “good” to world leaders,
as it differs so much from what they
have thought to be good, yes, the best,
for afflicted humankind. They feel that
they themselves can take care of earthly
affairs as their own business. If they feel
the need of superhuman help, it is really
to “the god of this world” that their reli-
gious prayers have gone and no higher.
The divine Originator of “this good news
of the kingdom” is not in favor of “this
world,” of which Satan the Devil is the
god.—2 Corinthians 4:4, AV.

7  The prophetic Bible boldly declares

that the word of God is to time indefinite
and that it will endure forever. (1 Peter 1
23-25) To this day those statements have
not been disproved. The Bible, God’ in-
spired written Word, has not been blot-
ted out, despite all human efforts to de-
stroy it by religious bans and bonfires.
Correspondingly, the preaching of that
written Word of God needed someone to
make it vocal and hearable. The fearless

17. (@ Why has the written Word of God failed
to be stamped out by opposers? (b) By means of
whom has that Word been made vocal since 1919?



speaking of that Word of God has gone
doggedly onward by Jehovah’s Witness-
es since the postwar year of 1919 by
an increasing number of mouths, despite
the attempts of the infuriated opposers
to stifle the fearless speakers.

B Can there be any room for doubt

that the Heavenly Giver of that Word
will continue to harden diamondlike the
foreheads of his modern-day Ezekiel class

18. Till when will Jehovah continue to harden the
foreheads of such ones?

and their courageous companions to face
the hardheaded opposers till destruction
suppresses their opposition? None at all!
He has made the way of his witness-
es successful until now. He will keep
on making their way prosperous until
the ‘prophesying again regarding peo-
ples and nations and tongues and kings’
has been fearlessly completed. This he
can be expected to do, to his own credit
and to the vindication of his universal
sovereignty.

Spreading God’sWord Abroad
In a Fearful World

E greatest prophet in all human

history, Jesus Christ, foretold con-
cerning the world-changing era that set
in with the outbreak of World War |
in 1914 the international mental state as
follows: “Men become faint out of fear
and expectation of the things coming
upon the inhabited earth; for the powers
of the heavens will be shaken.”—Luke
21:26, 27.

2 However, strange as it may seem,

there are those who are not becoming
fearful and fainting with a sense of help-
lessness. They are the witnesses of Je-
hovah who are now found in 205 lands.
They do what Jesus urged: “But as these
things start to occur, raise yourselves
erect and lift your heads up, because
)Z/O%deliverance is getting near.”—Luke
1:28.

1 What unparalleled state of world fear did the
greatest prophet in human history foretell?

2. Who are the ones not giving way to fear, and
why s0?

3Today the fact remains more con-
firmed than ever that “the appointed
times of the nations,” “the times of the
Gentiles,” ended in the latter half of 1914
and that then the promised Kingdom of
Jehovah God by Jesus Christ was in-
stalled in the heavens to rule amid its
enemies. (Luke 21:24, NW, Authorized
Version) So, to this day that Messianic
Kingdom has not been set up at earthly
Jerusalem. Logically, also, the League of
Nations failed to be “the political expres-
sion of the Kingdom of God on earth.”
The League’s successor, the United Na-
tions, has, after more than 35 years of
operation, failed Christendom’s prayers;
it has not warded off the nuclear age.

4From the very time of the proposal
of a league of nations toward the close of

3. Why has the Messianic Kln%dom not been set up
at Jerusalem in Israel, and why have the League
of Nations and its successor not warded off the
nuclear age? )

4. Against what was the League of Nations really
a conspiracy?
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World War I, Jehovah’s Witnesses have
fearlessly served notice that man-made
substitutes of such kind for the real thing,
Jehovah’s royal government by Christ,
would fail. They have guided their course
of action by the prophecy of Isaiah 8:12:
“Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them
to whom this people shall say, A confed-
eracy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be
afraid.” (AT) That man-made scheme is
really a “conspiracy,” yes, a conspiracy
against the precious interests of God’s
Kingdom by Christ. (NW, Revised Stan-
dard Version) How, then, could it ever
have the blessing and backing of the
King of kings, Jehovah God?

as literal honey strengthened Jonathan.
—1 Samuel 14:26, 27.

6As “the day of vengeance on the part
of our God” comes on apace, it calls for
courage on the part of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses to point to “dirges and moaning
and wailing” in the near future for all
human society. (Isaiah 61:1, 2) Relief-
seeking people of this threatened world
are not disposed to listen to such infor-
mation at the mouths of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses. But since God sends them forth
to spread his Word, they can be certain
that he will back them up to the very
day of his vengeance.

71t is not pleasant to have people refuse

5 The Kingdom message that Jehovah’to listen, but let us give heed to what

Witnesses still keep on proclaiming is a
challenging one, indeed, in a world oth-
erwise oriented. They have had an ex-
perience like that of the prophet Ezekiel,
when he was a captive in the land of
Babylon, some years before the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem by the Babylonians in
607 B.C.E. Like the apostle later on the
isle of Patmos, Ezekiel was given a “roll
of a book.” The prophet tells us: “It was
written upon in front and on the back;
and there were written in it dirges and
moaning and wailing.” (Ezekiel 2:9, 10)
After obeying God’s instructions to eat
this “roll of a book,” Ezekiel comments:
“It came to be in my mouth like honey
for sweetness.” (Ezekiel 3:1-3) Today, for
any of us to have the Word of God
put in our mouth so as to serve as his
message-bearers is a sweet privilege, re-
gardless of all the contents of that Word,
even dirges, moaning and wailing. (Com-
pare Psalm 19:7-10.) Jehovah’s Witness-
es prize the revealed Word of God after
having eaten it from the postwar year of
1919 onward. It strengthened them, just
5. (@ In spite of the contents of “the roll,” how
did it taste as Ezekiel ate “the roll of a book™?

(b) To have God’s Word put in our mouths so as to
serve as his witnesses is what kind of experience?
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God said to Ezekiel: “As for the house
of Israel, they will not want to listen to
you, for they are not wanting to listen
to me; because all those of the house of
Israel are hardheaded and hardhearted.
Look! 1 have made your face exactly as
hard as their faces and your forehead
exactly as hard as their foreheads. Like a
diamond, harder than flint, | have made
your forehead. You must not be afraid
of them, and you must not be struck
with terror at their faces, for they are
a rebellious house. . . . And go, enter
in among the exiled people, among the
sons of your people, and you must speak
to them and say to them, This is what
the Sovereign Lord Jehovah has said,’
regardless of whether they hear or they
refrain.”—Ezekiel 3:7-11.

8A forbidding situation like that was
what faced the remnant of those Chris-
tians who had been begotten by God’s
spirit to be his spiritual sons and who had

6. As the day of God’s vengeance draws near, why
is courage called for, but of what may Jehovah's
Witnesses be certain?

7. How would Jehovah make Ezekiel equal to his
assignment?

8 How did the Ezekiel class face the forbidding
situation after World War 1, and what if the cler-
gy had listened?



Jehovah’s Witnesses are fearless in the face of clerical disapproval and hardness

been anointed with his spirit to be his
appointed witnesses. They make up the
20th-century Ezekiel class. So, like Eze-
kiel, they have not shrunk back because
of the forbidding countenances of the
professional, impressively frocked clergy
of Christendom, who may claim to be
spiritual Israelites. If such religious lead-
ers had softened their faces and given
an obedient ear to the Kingdom message
as proclaimed by the anointed remnant
since 1919, Christendom would not have
launched off into the second world war
of far larger proportions and more dam-
aging worldwide than the first one.

9 Today, even with the growing threat

of nuclear war in spite of the United Na-

9. How have the remnant and their dedicated com-

panions been made equal to their assignment?

tions organization, the religious leaders
have not undergone a change of visage
toward the Kingdom proclaimers. So the
anointed remnant as Kingdom ambassa-
dors and their dedicated, baptized asso-
ciates out of all the nations have had to
harden their own faces like a diamond
in view of the stiffened religious opposi-
tion. They persist in speaking the Word
of God fearlessly.

D Particularly the clergy of Christen-
dom and their parishioners should have
understood the message and the counsel
of Jehovah’s Witnesses. The Witness-
es draw what they have to say from

10. Jehovah’s Witnesses should have been listened
to by the clergy and their parishioners for what
reason, and what fact will such religionists yet
have to acknowledge?
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the very same Bible that the religionists
of the so-called Christian world claim
to accept and that their Bible societies
spread abroad in many languages. It has
proved to be just as Jehovah God said
to Ezekiel, according to the New World
Translation: “And the sons insolent of
face and hard of heart—l am sending
you to them, and you must say to them,
This is what the Sovereign Lord Jeho-
vah has said.” And as for them, whether
they will hear or will refrain—for they
are a rebellious house—they will cer-
tainly know also that a prophet himself
happened to be in the midst of them.”
—Ezekiel 2:4, 5.

I Insolence of face and hardness
heart have been displayed on the part
of professed spiritual Israel, Christendom,
toward the anointed remnant whom the
Sovereign Lord Jehovah has commis-
sioned to deliver his final message during
this “conclusion of the system of things.”
(Matthew 24:3, 14) Almighty God knew
that he could instill in the modern coun-
terpart of Ezekiel the fearlessness that
would nerve this anointed remnant to
undertake and carry out this challenging
commission.

11. What qualities have been displayed by Chris-

tendom toward Jehovah’s commissioned rémnant,
and how has_he enabled the remnant to carry out
this challenging commission?

In Our Next Issue

m Can Your Future Be Changed?

m Publishing Good News of
Something Better

®m In Unison Keep Crying Out
Joyfully
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PThe irreproachable God has purposed
to ward off all possibility of being charged
with negligence, of having failed to give
due warning to the endangered ones.
Circumstances are closing in upon us to
the extent where we shall be shown up
for what we are. Then the unheeding
ones will be forced to own up to the
fact that a prophet from Jehovah has
been among them. This will be when
Babylon the Great, the world empire of
false religion, goes down in everlasting
destruction at the hands of the political
powers with which she used to practice
shameless spiritual harlotry. This will
leave the God of pure worship with a

of clean record.

BThe fearlessness of speech as dis-
played by the anointed remnant till now
has been due to Jehovah’s living up to
his promise: “Look! | have made your
face exactly as hard as their faces and
your forehead exactly as hard as their
foreheads. Like a diamond, harder than
flint, 1 have made your forehead. You
must not be afraid of them, and you must
not be struck with terror at their faces,
for they are a rebellious house.” (Ezekiel
3.8, 9 Thus fortified, the remnant has
served as a heartening example to the
growing crowd of “other sheep” that
Jesus Christ, the Fine Shepherd, prom-
ised to gather to the side of his anointed
remnant. (John 10:16; Revelation 7:9-17)
As Jehovah’s Witnesses, these “other
sheep” have become as bold as a lion.

XJehovah’s Witnesses do not imitate
Babylon the Great. Hence, both inside

12. What false charge is Jehovah thus \_Nardl_nﬁ
off, and what pertinent event will leave him witl
a clean record:

13. Because Jehovah has lived up to what promise
to the anointed remnant, in what respect has it
served as a fine example to the “other sheep™?
14. 15. (a) Because of what difference are man
witnesses' of Jehovah inside and outside the lands
of Christendom suffering imprisonment? (b) How
is the effect of such imprisonment upon free Wit-
nesses different from wnat might be expected?



and outside the lands of Christendom,
they have brothers in the Christian faith
who are suffering in prisons because of
their strict neutrality. This has not in-
stilled fear into those Witnesses still free
and unimprisoned, duplicating what was
true in the case of the apostle Paul’s Chris-
tian brothers in Rome. In a court trial
Paul had appealed to the Roman Caesar
for justice, and the judge had ruled: “To
Caesar you have appealed; to Caesar you
shall go.” (Acts 25:10-12) So Paul was
transported in chains to Rome and jailed
there, awaiting trial. It was under those
circumstances that, when writing to his
dearly beloved fellow Christians in the
city of Philippi, Greece, he said:

B“And most of the brothers in the
Lord, feeling confidence by reason of my
prison bonds, are showing all the more
courage to speak the word of God fear-
lessly.”—Philippians 1:14.

BSomewhat like this, when World
War | ended in the year 1918, officers
and members of the headquarters staff
of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract So-
ciety found themselves in prison under
false charges. Peace having now set in,
courageous steps were promptly taken
by the brothers on the outside to secure
their release. In 1919 they were released
from prison and their case was thrown
out of court. Thus they were declared
innocent of all false charges. The work
of preaching the good news of the es-
tablished Kingdom of God by Christ was
taken up with a courage greater than
ever before, with a defiance of Babylon
the Great and her paramours. Today,
with far more witnesses of Jehovah In
prison than back during World War 1, it
devolves upon their free brothers outside
to “speak the word of God fearlessly.”

16. Despite the imprisonment of Christian broth-

ers, the free witnesses of Jehovah showed what
guality immediately after World War 1, and why
iS the"same quality needed today?

Those Who Put Christendom
to Shame by Listening

T7An interesting question was, Who
would prove to be likely listeners? On
this Jehovah said to Ezekiel: “For it is
not to a people who are unintelligible in
language or heavy of tongue that you
are being sent . . . whose words you
cannot hear understandingly. If it was
to them that | had sent you, those very
ones would listen to you.” (Ezekiel 3.5, 6)
The prophet was obliged to continue his
speaking on the word of God to his own
people, to the ten-tribe division of Is-
rael in their captive state in the land of
Babylon. Similarly, up to the middle of
the fourth decade of our 20th century,
the anointed remnant of spiritual Israel
concentrated its efforts on gathering the
final members of spiritual Israel into the
“fold” of the “little flock,” to whom the
heavenly Father has approved of giving
the Kingdom, to reign with his Son for
the blessing of redeemed mankind. (Luke
12:32) Then timely reconsideration was
given to the words of his Son at John
10:16 and their relationship to Revela-
tion 7:9-17.

BAt John 10:16, Jesus, the Son of
God, had said: “And | have other sheep,
which are not of this fold; those also |
must bring, and they will listen to my
voice, and they will become one flock,
one shepherd.”

BFor those who were to be classed
as “other sheep” to listen to the voice
of the “one shepherd” at this time re-
quired fearlessness. Jehovah’s Witness-

17. (8 As to those who would be more disposed
to listen, what did Jehovah say to Ezekiel? (D) Af-
ter concentrating efforts upon whom was timely
attention turned toward those more inclined to lis-
ten, and how?

18, 19. Why did it call for fearlessness in 1935 to
identify the “great multitude” with those “sheep”
that were to be made “one flock™ with the anoint-
ed remnant?
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es were undergoing fiery persecution at
the hands of the nationalist forces under
Adolf Hitler, with the backing of the
clergy of the Roman Catholic Church to
which Nazi Hitler belonged. So in the
face of a world background like that,
it called for great faith, conviction and
fearlessness on the part of the president
of the Watch Tower Society to point out,
in 1935, that the “great multitude” of
Revelation 7:9-17 (
up of those foretold “other sheep” and
that these were to be made “one flock”
with the persecuted anointed remnant
that was in “this fold.” Nevertheless, he
had to “speak the word of God fearless-
ly.” And this he did.

DFrom the very start, hundreds upon
hundreds responded, making an unre-
served dedication of themselves to Je-
hovah God through his “one shepherd”
and symbolizing that dedication by pub-
lic immersion In water. And by now,
in spite of the interruption by World
War Il, those “other sheep” have built
up to a “flock” of two and a half million
members or more, in 205 lands. Many of
these lands lie outside of what is called
Christendom, such as Japan, where there
is a yearly average of more than 70,000
dedicated proclaimers of the Kingdom
message, Korea with more than 30,000
and Nigeria with more than 100,000.

2 Admittedly, hard-faced, hardhearted
Christendom 1is being put to shame by
such a response to the call of the “one
shepherd” in those lands where the spo-
ken language may be difficult and some-
what unintelligible for those in Chris-
tendom, especially the religious language
of their systems of religion. Those who

20. What has been the response of those becom-
ing “other sheep,” so that the “flock™ has grown
to what proportions today?

21. By the response of whom to the call of the “one
shepherd” is Christendom being put to shame?
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become Christ’s “other sheep” are dis-
playing commendable courage as they
disregard what the world might think
and flock to the “one shepherd” as their
God-given Leader and Savior. Like their
Shepherd, they speak the Word of God
fearlessly.

2 The fearful attitude of the world

worsens. Under demon influence the na-
tions are being marched to the battlefield

¥as tofddamddagedon for the final showdown

fight. Jehovah’s Witnesses will safely
stand upon the sidelines and will watch
as their God gains the victory. Surviving
the Battle of all battles, they will join
the exultant hosts of heaven in sounding
forth the praises of the undefeatable God,
Jehovah, and his mighty Field Marshal,
Jesus Christ. (Revelation 16:13-16) This is
now no time for retreat! Forward, then,
you unified flock of Jehovahs Witness-
es, in ‘speaking the word of God fear-
lessly’ until the earth is filled with the
knowledge of the glory of Jehovah as
the waters cover the sea.—lsaiah 11.9;
Ezekiel 47:1-5.

22. In the face of the world, in what mental atti-
tudedg)re Jehovah’s Witnesses to speak forth God’s
Word?

Did you note?

O What experience did Ezekiel
have in Babylon, and how does this
find a modern parallel?

O In view of clerical attitudes,
why do God’s people need to be
fearless in spreading his Word?

O How have Jehovah’s dedicated
people declared their message to
“a people who are unintelligible in
language”?

O What attitude do you need to
display now and in the future?



When a Mate
Is Unfaithful

HE shock was dev-

astating. The cou-
ple had one small baby,
and the young wife
was expecting a sec-
ond. Now she found
out that her husband
had betrayed her. He
had committed adul-
tery! Bitterly hurt and
confused, she wondered
what to do.

Unhappily, this is not
an uncommon problem.

Reports from different

countries show that many married peo-
ple today are unfaithful to their mates
and cause severe crises in their marriage.
How should a Christian react who finds
that his or her marriage mate has been
unfaithful?

In such a situation, Jesus’ words on the
subject have to be taken into account:
“l say to you that whoever divorces his
wife, except on the ground of fornication,
and marries another commits adultery.”
(Matthew 19:9) What does this mean?
That fornication (which in the Bible
sense includes adultery and gross sexual
immorality such as homosexualitly) can
break up a marriage. Scriﬁturaldy, the
innocent partner has the right to divorce
the guilty one and remarry without sin
in God’s eyes.*

But must the innocent mate follow
this course of action?

* See The Watchtower of March 15, 1983,
pages 29, 30.

God’s Own Example

An example from the days of ancient
Israel helps us to answer this. A prophet
of God named Hosea married a woman
named Gomer and had a son by her. Af-
terward, Gomer was unfaithful and had
two children by other men. Then she
evidently abandoned Hosea for her lov-
ers. Nevertheless, Hosea showed great
compassion. He later took Gomer back,
even though he had to pay money for
her. (She evidently had been abandoned
by her lovers and had fallen into pov-
erty and slavery.) So rather than act
in strict justice toward his wife, Hosea
showed mercy.

This mercy of Hosea was used in the
Bible as an illustration of an even great-
er act of mercy toward an erring wife.
Jehovah God compared his own relation-
ship with Israel to that of a husband to
a wife. “I myself had husbandly owner-
ship of them,” he said on one occasion.
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(Jeremiah 31:32) But, like Hosea’s wife,
the Israelites were unfaithful. They fre-
quently worshiped false gods, thus com-
mitting spiritual adultery. (Hosea 6:10;
7:4) By his own law, God could have
“divorced” them, cast them off. What
did he do?

Like Hosea, he showed himself will-
ing to take back his erring “wife” if
she would abandon her immorality. He
looked forward to the time when “the
sons of Israel will come back and cer-
tainly look for Jehovah their God, and
for David their king; and they will cer-
tainly come quivering to Jehovah and
to his goodness in the final part of the
days.”—Hosea 3:5.

Can a Christian ever show a similar
loving forgiveness to an erring mate?

Why Be Merciful?

Yes, and, in fact, many have. Mar-
ried persons who commit adultery put
their future into the hands of their inno-
cent mates. But often these victims have
found it in their hearts to be forgiving.
Why did they do that?

For one thing, they remembered that
marriage is a gift from God and should
not be dissolved lightly. They have also
reflected on the great mercy God has
shown to all of us and remembered how
it pleases him when we are merciful to
each other. Jesus said: “Happy are the
merciful, since they will be shown mer-
cy.”—Matthew 5:7.

Mercy is possible, especially when the
offender has a deep feeling of guilt and
sincerely regrets the wrong done. In such
a case, the innocent mate may feel it
is worthwhile to fight against the bit-
terness and hurt and lovingly help the
sinner to change. Such forgiveness from
a loving mate can help the repentant
sinner to realize as never before what a
treasure his marriage is and make him
determined never to put it at risk again.
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Remember, too, that sometimes—but
by no means always—adultery is a result
of an unhappy situation at home. Would
that excuse adultery? By no means! Yet
realizing that such a situation has existed
may help the innocent mate to see what
can be done to help the erring partner
not to stray again.

For example, a husband may spend
long hours at work or in some other
worthy pursuit. He personally may feel
completely happy and fulfilled, but what
about the wife that he leaves at home
deprived of his company?

Or consider the case of the husband
who used to come home tired from work
to find the house empty, no food pre-
pared and a pile of dirty clothes on the
floor. The wife was busy at projects out-
side the house that were doubtless noble
and important, yet the result was that
this husband felt neglected and unwant-
ed. Hence, he turned his attention to
another woman. When the affair came
to light, he begged for forgiveness and
promised not to repeat his sin. However,
the wife planned to go ahead and di-
vorce him, which, of course, she had the
right to do, for her husband had sinned
grievously. But could the wife say that
she was completely innocent of blame in
the bad marital situation that led to the
immorality?

Thus, for one reason or another, a
Christian may choose to imitate God him-
self and forgive an erring mate. If so,
great blessings can result. What bless-
Ings?

Blessings for the Merciful

First, many who have forgiven their
unfaithful, repentant mate have been
able to pull the marriage back into a fine
condition. Husband, wife and children
have been able to enjoy a happy home-
life again. Surely, this is a goal worth
working for.



Often the one forgiven appreciates
his innocent and merciful partner much
more. He may recognize qualities of hu-
mility and love that perhaps he nev-
er realized existed, especially when he
comes to see what a terrible experience
he has put his partner through.

This is what happened with the fam-
ily mentioned at the beginning of this
article. Of course, the young wife was
deeply hurt to find that her husband
had been unfaithful. She had a Scriptur-
al right to send him away and end the
marriage. However, this would have led
to a fatherless family and the loneliness
of a divorced woman.

Instead, she showed consideration for
her little child and the new baby that
was coming. She also considered the deep
sorrow of her husband and remembered
the love they once had. Hence, she chose
to imitate Jehovah God and forgive her
repentant husband. The husband was
deeply impressed. With loving help from
his wife he has regained his balance and
the respect of his family and associates.
The problem is now in the past. This
happy family is united and working to-
ward a future together.

A Prayerful Decision

In no way can transgressions against
God’s law be minimized. Those unfaith-
ful to their marriage mate stand guilty
before Jehovah God, the Originator of
human marriage. If they lose their fam-
ily, they have to recognize that this is
a direct result of their own sin. If they
wish to rebuild their relationship with
God and look forward with confidence
to the promises he holds out to us, they
have to repent and completely change
their thinking and their immoral way of
life—whether their mate forgives them
or not.

However, a breakup should not be
viewed as automatic. Just as Hosea for-
gave Gomer, and Jehovah time and
again forgave the spiritually adulterous
Israelites, innocent mates should at least
consider, and consider prayerfully, the
possibility of preserving the marriage
bond. This can be a way to show respect
for the Originator of marriage, as well
as perhaps opening the way for the cou-
ple to enjoy happiness in their marriage
once again.

A Marriage Saved

“A year ago we felt that we were ready
to get divorced,” reports a husband in New
Caledonia. The reason? Lack of communication,
different temperaments, health problems and a
nervous illness on the part of the wife. After
ten years together, both felt that their mar-
riage was a failure.

One morning the wife discussed her troubles
with a neighbor. The neighbor, who happened
to be one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, told her how
the practical advice in the Bible helped to solve
family problems. When the husband later heard
about this, he was not impressed. Nothing, he
felt, would change his wife’s temper and per-
sonality. Nevertheless, the wife soon started to

study the Bible with Jehovah’ Witnesses. She
listened closely to the Bible principles as they
were explained to her and tried to apply them
in her life.

The husband reports: “In a few weeks I
started to notice changes in her personality.”
Puzzled, he agreed to attend a district conven-
tion to see what it was all about. The talks
there affected him profoundly. He joined his
wife’s Bible study, and he admits: “Now we
have found the basis for a really happy fami-
ly life. And we are very happy, my wife and
I, to share with others this solution to family
problems—in fact, to all the problems faced by
humans today.”
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Questions From Readers

m Why do Jehovah’s Witnesses say that there will

be a future

Paradise on earth, since 2 Corinthians 12:1-4 links “paradise” with

“the third heaven”?

The context indicates that the
“paradise” mentioned at 2 Co-
rinthians 12:1-4 is not a physical
paradise on earth. However, many
passages in the Bible prove that
God will restore a literal Paradise
to our earth.

The fact is that the first Paradise
humans experienced was literal.
Adam and Eve lived in a beautiful
park, or garden, which is the ba-
sic meaning of the Hebrew, Greek
and Persian words rendered par-
adise. They had the prospect of
endless life in happiness and good
health in that Paradise. Yet they
lost that earthly Paradise when
they rebelled and sinned, leading
God to expel them from the gar-
den of Eden.

Where does that leave us, now
and for the future? There certain-
ly is no evidence of our planet’s
now being turned into a paradise.
Rather, pollution and destruction
abound. (Revelation 11:18) Still,
it is inconceivable that God’s pur-
pose for the earth to be a global
Paradise will fail; what he starts,
he finishes. To this end he sent
his Son to provide a ransom, thus
laying the groundwork for our sins
to be forgiven and the imperfec-
tion we have inherited from Adam
to be overcome. (1 Timothy 2:
5, 6; Romans 5:18) When that
is accomplished, humans will be
able to enjoy what was set be-
fore Adam and Eve, endless life.
Where?

30 THE WATCHTOWER— DECEMBER 15,

God’s original purpose for hu-
mans was endless life in a Para-
dise on earth, and God’s purpose
cannot fail or be thwarted. (lsaiah
55:11) So can we not look forward
to that endless life being enjoyed
right here on planet Earth, with the
earth then restored to a paradi-
saic condition? There are numer-
ous proofs in the Bible that this
is the proper view, that God’s will
yet will “take place, as in heaven,
also upon earth.” (Matthew 6:10;
Revelation 21:4, 5) For a more ex-
tensive discussion of the Biblical
support for this, see “Does the Bi-
ble Promise an Earthly Paradise?”
in The Watchtower of October 15,
1983.

Still, what about the apostle
Paul's words in 2 Corinthians 12:
1-4? He pointedly said there that
he was dealing with “supernatu-
ral visions and revelations of the
Lord.” And evidently he was the
one who received a special vision
or rapturous insight into some-
thing that was future from his
time. He spoke of being “caught
away into paradise.” But since he
also mentioned a “third heaven,”
it seems he was referring to some-
thing spiritual, as distinct from a
literal garden paradise. There was
precedent for his doing so.

Many prophecies in the Hebrew
Scriptures foretold that the Jews
who were exiled in Babylon would
be restored to their homeland. In
addition to indications that the land
and literal environmental condition

1983

would improve, these prophecies
indicated that there would be a
change in the people, the restored
Jews. For instance, Isaiah wrote
that Jehovah would ‘invigorate their
very bones, and they would be-
come like a well-watered garden
and be “called big trees of righ-
teousness, the planting of Jehovah,
for him to be beautified.” (Isa-
iah 58:11; 61:3; compare Psalm
1:3.) Using similar imagery about
an earlier period, Isaiah wrote that
when the Israelites were faithful to
Jehovah they were like his vineyard
or planting; when unfaithful, they
were vines producing wild grapes
and destined for burning down,
with thornbush and weeds grow-
ing in their place.—Isaiah 5:1-7.

Hence, there is Biblical reason
to understand Paul’s visionary ref-
erence in 2 Corinthians 12:4 to be
about a future restoration of spiri-
tual prosperity among God’'s wor-
shipers. He himself foretold that a
falling away from true Christiani-
ty would occur before the “pres-
ence” of the Lord. (Acts 20:29, 30;
2 Thessalonians 2:3-8) However,
that would not be the permanent
situation. The true Christian con-
gregation, “God’s field under cul-
tivation,” would again flourish and
be fruitful. (1 Corinthians 3:9) We
understand that this is the para-
dise that Paul saw in vision. His
reference to such a spiritual para-
dise, though, in no way takes away
from the many Biblical promises
of an approaching earthly Para-
dise, a Paradise restored in ac-
cord with God’s original purpose
for the earth.
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