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EARTHQUAKES
D oes God Cause Them?

“Firm ground becomes like jelly under your 
feet. You take three or four steps forward 
and you are yanked back like being on a 
carpet ride. You fall down and find it difficult 
to get up because you are being pulled in ev­
ery direction. Trees whip, their tops touching 
the ground— first one side, then the other—  
some splitting into two. You try the road for 
escape; it moves as a snake twisting before 
you. On the ground— everywhere— you see 
crevices opening and snapping shut again. 
Terror grips you. There is no safe place. You 
think: ‘It’s the end of the world!’”— Sarah Burn 
Plunkett, 1964 Alaskan earthquake survivor.

HAVE you experienced the shudder­
ing of an earthquake? Even if you 

have not, earthquakes affect your life. 
How? In at least two ways. First, they

indicate that, regardless of where you 
live, the very ground beneath you is 
in constant motion. Second, and, more 
importantly, modern earthquakes are 
symptomatic of ‘‘the end” of this global 
“system of things.” In this connection a 
famous prophecy states: “And there will 
be great earthquakes.” (Luke 21:9-11; 
Matthew 24:3-8) The Bible predicted that 
literal earthquakes would be part of a 
“sign” pointing to the time when God’s 
heavenly Kingdom would end evil and 
establish a peaceful Paradise on earth. 
(Psalm 37:10,11; Matthew 6:10) This may 
prompt some to ask: “Is God responsible 
for those earthquakes?”

Earthquakes in Bible Times
Are all earthquakes caused by God? 

In brief—No! Earthquakes are a natural 
process of the earth, just as wind or rain­
drops are. Tremors have been rippling 
through the earth for aeons. On the av­
erage, the earth experiences one tremor 
every 30 seconds.

In a few specific cases earthquakes 
have been initiated by Jehovah God. For 
what reason? These earthquakes served 
a definite purpose and were selective 
in destruction—never freakish. Consider 
these examples:

Thirty-four centuries ago, during the 
inauguration of one of God’s covenants, 
the people of Israel assembled at the base 
of Mount Sinai and “the whole moun­
tain was trembling very much.” As one 
demonstration of his unmatchable pow­
er, Jehovah thus used an earthquake to
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stress the seriousness of the covenant. The 
trembling of the mountain also served 
as a memory aid for the Israelites. They 
would not easily forget their pledge, for 
Jehovah linked this important agreement 
with awe-inspiring events that included 
an earthquake.—Exodus 19:7-19.

Another earthquake occurred a short 
time later. Rebellion against Jehovah’s 
appointed leader developed among the 
households of Dathan, Abiram and Ko- 
rah. After ample counsel was given and 
ignored, Jehovah used an earthquake

to rid his people of these rebels. “The 
ground that was under them began to 
split apart. And the earth proceeded to 
open its mouth and to swallow up them 
and their households and all human­
kind that belonged to Korah and all the 
goods.”—Numbers 16:31, 32.

However, God has not been the cause 
of modern-day earthquakes. Why, then, 
does the Bible include them as part of 
the sign of “the end”? And are we really 
living at “the conclusion of the system 
of things”?

W \ EARTHQUAKES
s d  A Sign of the End?

ALONE with Jesus on a high hill, sur­
rounded by gnarled olive trees and 

with the city of Jerusalem below, four 
men were puzzled. Earlier that day they 
had heard their Leader, Jesus Christ, 
predict that Jerusalem and its temple 
would be destroyed with ‘no stone left 
upon a stone.’ Surprised, they asked: 
“When will these things be?” Jesus’ an­
swer keenly interested them. But his an­
swer should be of greater interest today. 
—Matthew 24:1-3.

Of immediate concern to the apostles 
was the impending destruction of Jerusa­
lem. Yet their curiosity did not stop with 
that one question, for they also wanted to 
know the time of Jesus’ future presence 
in Kingdom glory and when to expect 
the end of an evil order. They asked: 
“What will be the sign of your pres­
ence and of the conclusion of the sys­
tem of things?” The answer Jesus gave 
satisfied his first-century followers. His
4 THE WATCHTOWER— MAY 15, 1983

answer about “the sign” can also satisfy 
his modern-day followers who long to 
see wickedness end, for the sign’s fulfill­
ment is in our day.

The sign Jesus gave has obvious fea­
tures, easily noticed everywhere. These 
are not obscure or abstract. Note part 
of Jesus’ answer at Matthew 24:7: “For 
nation will rise against nation and king­
dom against kingdom, and there will be 
food shortages and earthquakes in one 
place after another.” When wars strike, 
nations know it. When people are hun­
gry—starving—they know it. And when 
an earthquake shakes the ground un­
der your feet, you know it, because an 
earthquake is one of the most awesome 
natural events that can be experienced. 
These and other highly visible features, 
all afflicting mankind within one gener­
ation, compose “the sign.” (Matthew 24: 
3, 34) Let us examine just one part of 
this “sign”—earthquakes.



Earthquake belts of the world

Earthquakes—What Did Jesus Mean?
Jesus was not a seismologist. He was 

a preacher and teacher, also a prophet. 
While “full of holy spirit” and under 
the direction of this invisible active force 
from Jehovah, Jesus prophesied concern­
ing earthquakes and other features of 
“the sign.”—Luke 4:1; John 8:28.

Was there a first-century fulfillment 
of Jesus’ words? Yes. Biblical and secular 
history record a great number of earth­
quakes between the year of his prophecy, 
33 C.E., and the devastation of Jerusalem 
in 70 C.E. Two earth tremors shook Je­
rusalem within days of Jesus’ prophecy. 
(Matthew 27:51; 28:2) Seventeen years 
later an earthquake occurred in the city 
of Philippi, as Bible writer Luke noted. 
(Acts 16:26) In addition, non-Biblical his­
torians point to at least six major earth­
quakes in that part of the earth during 
that period. (See Chart I.)

What made earthquakes special in the 
first century? And was the report of an 
earthquake unusual news to first-century

Christians? Answering those questions 
can help us understand the significance 
of earthquakes in our day.

Since the earth’s crust around the Med­
iterranean, including Jerusalem, lies in a 
moderately active earthquake zone, and 
therefore would suffer from crustal in­
stability, earth tremors would not be un­
common to first-century inhabitants of 
the area. For example, the Great Rift 
Valley of the Jordan River and the Dead 
Sea and the transverse faults that form 
the Plain of Esdraelon (Jezreel) between 
Galilee and Samaria were associated with 
earthquakes even before the first centu­
ry.—Amos 1:1; Zechariah 14:5.

Earthquakes in themselves would not 
give any special significance to Jesus’ 
prophetic “sign” of Jerusalem’s approach­
ing end, any more than a high fever 
would give indication of a specific illness 
without other symptoms being present. 
Therefore, what added special meaning 
to Jesus’ prediction of earthquakes was 
that they occurred in combination with
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Chart 1
Some Earthquakes 
Between 33-70 C.E.

YEAR LOCATION

33 Jerusalem
33 Jerusalem

c. 46 Crete
c. 50 Philippi

51 Rome
53 Apam aea
60 Laodicea
63 Pompeii

c. 67 Jerusalem

all the other features of “the sign.” And 
it was this composite “sign” of predicted 
events that first-century Christians wit­
nessed and to which they responded.

Modern-Day Earthquakes
Does Jesus’ prediction of earthquakes 

find a fulfillment in the 20th century? 
In other words, have there been great 
earthquakes that indicate we are living at 
“the conclusion of the system of things”? 
Facts prove that this century is being 
rocked by earthquakes. The earth experi­
ences more than 1,000,000 per year, with 
1,000 of them being damaging shocks.

Some seismologists believe that the 
earth is now in an active earthquake pe­
riod. For example, Professor Keiiti Aki of 
the Department of Earth and Planetary 
Sciences at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology speaks of “the apparent 
surge in intensity and frequency of major 
earthquakes during the last one hundred 
years,” though stating that the period 
from 1500 through 1700 was as active.

In the Italian journal II Piccolo, of Oc­
tober 8, 1978, Geo Malagoli observed:

“Our generation lives in a dangerous period 

6 THE WATCHTOWER— MAY 15, 1983

of high seismic activity, as statistics show. 
In fact, during a period of 1,059 years (from 
856 to 1914) reliable sources list only 24 major 
earthquakes causing 1,973,000 deaths. H ow­
ever, [in] recent disasters, w e find that 1,600,- 
000 persons have died in only 63 years, as 
a result of 43 earthquakes w hich occurred 
from 1915 to 1978. This dramatic increase 
further goes to em phasize another accepted  
fact—our generation is an unfortunate one in 
many w ays.”

Jesus prophesied that “the conclusion 
of the system of things” would be marked 
by “earthquakes in one place after an­
other,” and, according to Luke’s account, 
“great earthquakes.” (Matthew 24:3, 7; 
Luke 21:11) Has the generation that was 
living in 1914, and of which there are still 
many survivors, witnessed these things? 
The facts answer, Yes! (See Chart II.) And 
earthquakes are still being witnessed not 
only by remaining ones of that genera­
tion but by the largest number of peo­
ple in history. (Matthew 24:34) Mankind 
today is also more aware of the global 
activity of earthquakes and their effects 
than were people in any past century.

What is it that would make an earth­
quake “great”? Its intensity, or magni­
tude, as measured by the Mercalli or 
Richter scale? Or, rather, would it not 
be its notoriety and the amount of de­
struction it caused? As the accompany­
ing Chart III indicates, loss of human 
life due to earthquakes has mushroomed 
since 1914. True, some earthquakes of 
the greatest magnitude have been deep 
within oceans, known only to a few, with 
little if any effect on human property or 
life. However, in determining the mod­
ern fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy, we 
should focus not merely on the magni­
tude of quakes according to the Richter 
or other such scale but on the extent 
of resultant property damage and loss of 
human life.



Clearly Part of “the Sign”
Europe magazine of July-August 1980 

states: “In this century, earthquakes have 
cost the lives of some 1,600,000 people, 
with 120,000 dead in Europe alone.” So 
when we view the world scene and com­
pare it with Jesus’ words we can agree 
that “earthquakes in one place after 
another” and even “great earthquakes” 
have been taking place. Has any single 
generation of the past experienced such 
grim destruction by earthquakes as that

Chart II
Some Major Earthquakes 
Between 1914 and 1982

(Incomplete list)

YEAR LOCATION DEATHS

1915 Avezzano, Italy 29,970
1920 Kansu, China 200,000
1923 Kanto, Japan 142,800
1932 Kansu, China 70,000
1934 Bihar-Nepal, India 10,700
1935 Quetta, Pakistan 60,000
1939 Chilian, Chile 30,000
1939 Erzincan, Turkey 30,000
1950 Assam, India 20,000
1960 Agadir, Morocco 12,000
1962 Northwestern Iran 12,230
1968 Northeastern Iran 11,500
1970 Northern Peru 66,700
1972 Managua, Nicaragua 10,000
1976 Guatemala City, 

Guatemala 23,000
1976 Tangshan, China 800,000
1978 Northeastern Iran 25,000

Other major earthquakes were 
recorded in some 33 places

Chart III
Earthquake Deaths

(Estimation based on 1,122 years) 

Up to 1914— 1,800 a year

Since 1914— 25,300 a year

afflicting mankind since 1914? Statistics 
indicate none.

However, some will say: “That is be­
cause we have more people on earth.” 
True, mankind has multiplied, but this 
does not nullify Jesus’ prophecy. Rather, 
it adds more force to it, giving us all the 
more reason to heed his words. Why? 
Because 2,000,000,000 people, about half 
the world’s population, live in areas 
threatened by earthquakes. In addition, 
rapid communication and sophisticated 
seismographs have been keeping people 
posted on earthquakes as never before, 
even those who have never experienced 
the force of a tremor firsthand. Hence, 
earthquakes affect more persons and are 
conspicuous to more people today than 
ever before. And as they see other fea­
tures of “the sign” being fulfilled on the 
one generation, this should move them 
to action. In this way, who can be ex­
cused from failing to heed “the sign of 
[Jesus’] presence and the conclusion of 
the system of things”?

Have you noticed that the impact 
of earthquakes on human lives has in­
creased since 1914? And in combination 
therewith, have you observed the oth­
er features of “the sign,” such as war, 
famine and increased lawlessness? If so, 
you are no doubt desirous of finding out 
more about what Jesus predicted for the 
immediate future. Jehovah’s Witnesses 
are pleased to help you examine these 
important matters.
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God’s Word Is Alive

W hat Will
God’s Kingdom Do?

IN HIS famous Sermon on the Mount, Jesus Christ 
taught his followers the prayer commonly called 

the Our Father or the Lord’s Prayer. Perhaps you 
have repeated it many times. Millions of people have. 
They have prayed to God: “Thy kingdom come.” 
(Matthew 6:10, A u t h o r i z e d  V e r s i o n ;  D o u a y  
V e r s i o n )  When making that request, do you 
know what you are asking for?

Perhaps like most people you have said these 
words without giving much thought to their 
meaning. But since God’s Kingdom is a real 
government, what will happen to the present 
governments of the world when God’s 
Kingdom comes? Have you thought about 
that?

The Bible leaves us in no doubt 
as to the answer. In a prophecy that 
points forward to our day, the Bible 
says: “In the days of those kings the 
God of heaven will set up a kingdom 
[this is God’s Kingdom, for which 
Christians pray] that will never be 
brought to ruin. . . .  I t  w i l l  c r u s h  
a n d  p u t  a n  e n d  to all 
these kingdoms 
[present governments 
of the world], and 
it itself will stand 
to times indefinite.”
—Daniel 2:44.

clear away this system . . .
8 THE WATCHTOWER— MAY 15. 1983



God’s Word Is Alive
Think about that! G o d ’ s  K i n g d o m  i s  g o i n g  t o  d e s t r o y  a l l  p r e s e n t  

g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  And when you pray, “Thy kingdom come,” 
you are praying for this to happen. Yet surely such a change is needed. 
Never in history has a human government been completely satisfactory. 
So what could be better than to have a perfect government by God 
replace all human governments!

Because Jehovah God is almighty, his Kingdom will satisfy the desires 
of all righteously inclined persons. “Your kingship is a kingship for all 
times,” the Bible explains. “You are opening your hand and satisfying 
the desire of every living thing.” (Psalm 145:13, 16) What desires do 

you wish to see fulfilled? The end of war, hunger, injustice, 
poor housing, crime, sickness and even death? All these 
problems and others will be eliminated by God’s Kingdom.

The Bible promises “the abundance of peace until the moon 
is no more.” “As regards the wicked,” it says, 
“they will be cut off from the very earth.” Yes, 
people then “will certainly build houses and have
occupancy “God himself will be with them. And 

he will wipe out every tear from 
their eyes, and death will be no 
more.”—Psalm 72:7, 8; Proverbs 2:22; 
Isaiah 65:21-23; Revelation 21:3, 4.

What blessings for the 
human family! Would you 
like to be a subject of God’s 
Kingdom? Then learn how 
to be one. Study God’s 
Word and apply what you 
learn.—John 17:3.

. usher in a new one
THE WATCHTOWER— MAY 15. 1983 9



Loyal Youths
Martyred for God’s Kingdom
IT WAS about 8:30 on an October 

morning. Young Elmer and Alex, 16 
and 14 years of age, were playing in the 
front yard of their home in San Salva­
dor, capital city of trouble-torn El Salva­
dor. Suddenly a white pickup truck with 
five armed men appeared on the scene. 
Two men got off and ordered the boys 
onto the truck. They were whisked away 
without the knowledge of their family.

When their parents realized what had 
happened, they notified the elders of the 
local congregation of Jehovah’s Witness­
es, and a frantic search began. Politically 
motivated violence has been the daily 
fare in El Salvador for a long time. The 
parents, Napoleon and Orbe, feared the 
worst. The authorities were advised and 
also joined in the search.

The following day some men, driving 
a hearse for a local undertaker, advised 
one of the elders that they had seen 
the bodies of two boys along with other 
corpses in a common dumping ground for 
victims of violence. Yes, Elmer and Alex 
had been found, their bodies riddled with 
bullets. There were signs that they had 
been tortured before they were finally 
killed. It is believed that one of the sub­
versive groups tried to convince them 
to join their group in warring against 
the government in power. However, the 
boys, being Jehovah’s Witnesses, would 
not break their Christian neutrality by 
joining such a group. Apparently for this 
reason they were executed. They were 
two more martyrs in the long line of 
faithful Christians who have died for
10 THE WATCHTOWER— MAY 15, 1983

refusing to become involved in worldly 
politics. They obeyed God rather than 
men.—John 17:16; 18:36; Acts 5:29.

Thus, in just one day, the Lopez family 
was reduced from five members to three. 
It was a terrible blow to the parents. 
In their time of dire need they received 
comfort and help from their Christian 
brothers at the El Salvador branch office 
of the Watch Tower Society and from 
the congregation. They recently wrote a 
letter of appreciation that we would like 
to share with our readers.
The Healing Effects of God’s Promises

“Please accept from my wife, Orbe, 
my daughter, Reyna Noemi, and me our 
gratefulness and appreciation for the en­
couragement and consolation given to us 
at a time when these were greatly need­
ed. We are so grateful to our Father, Je­
hovah God, who through the Scriptures 
provided the fortitude that we needed 
—yes, because of the tragedy that came 
upon us the past October 27. Just as we 
cannot forget our dear sons Elmer and 
Alex, neither can we forget your love at 
that time.

“It is true that we still feel a profound 
sorrow over the loss of our sons. But 
now we feel how much more we need 
the New Order, and seeing what this 
wicked system of things does can only 
increase our appreciation of the need for 
God’s Kingdom.

“Brothers, we have come to value 
these things even more, and we give 
thanks to Jehovah because we have a



sure hope—not just castles in the air but 
a real tangible government.

“A brother lovingly said to me: ‘You 
cannot forget Elmer and Alex, and there 
is only one remedy for your sadness 
—talking to others about your hope. 
Yes, talk and talk about the Kingdom 
whenever you have the opportunity to 
do so.’ How true this has been! In the eve­
nings we have talked to our neighbors, 
and this has brought us comfort. Orbe, 
my wife, has been able to give a witness 
to ‘important’ people who have made an 
effort to find out about our faith. One 
day a doctor said to her: ‘Do you have 
faith?’ ‘Yes,’ she answered. ‘Show me 
what it is,’ he replied. Well, for an hour 
he listened, show­
ing much interest 
even though he had 
patients waiting for 
him. She offered 
him the book The 
Truth That Leads to 
Eternal Life, and he 
readily accepted it.

“One day the 
general manager of 
the factory where I work called me and 
said: ‘Napoleon, I want to talk to you 
and ask you a question. Do you believe 
that the world is coming to an end soon?’ 
This man had been a Catholic priest but 
had renounced the priesthood. When I 
explained that the Bible presents solid 
proof that we are in the last days of 
this wicked system of things, he said 
that he had his doubts about the Bible. 
As I talked about the organization of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, he was surprised 
when I explained that we were not part 
of the evangelical groups. Then I told 
him that we did not believe in dogmas. 
He wanted an example. ‘For instance,’ I 
said, ‘that Mary is the mother of God.’

‘What, you do not believe that Jesus 
is God and therefore that Mary is the 
mother of God!’ ‘No,’ I said, ‘the Bible 
does not support such a dogma.’ Very 
surprised, he got up and said: ‘Where do 
you have your meetings? Give me the 
address, as I want to attend.’ ‘Why?’ I 
asked. He answered that when he was in 
the seminary he never believed in that 
doctrine and had concluded that all reli­
gions believed in it. What a surprise! A 
priest who did not believe in the Trinity!

“Really, brothers, today more than 
ever we pray to Jehovah for his ‘King­
dom to come’ and end all wicked­
ness. It is true, brothers, that we have 
not fully recovered. As each new day 

comes, the memory 
of our sons is there 
before us, and it all 
seems like a horri­
ble nightmare. But 
how happy we are 
that Jehovah helps 
us! Yes, we feel 
his loving-kindness 
in the congregation. 
How thankful we 

are for Jehovah’s promise that through 
Christ those who sleep in death WILL 
LIVE! (Acts 24:15) And what a blessing 
it will be, when our sons come back, to 
tell them how their ‘parting’ gave us the 
opportunity to talk about the Kingdom 
to people whom we may never have ap­
proached otherwise!

“Although at times we still feel over­
whelmed by grief, and the absence of 
our boys makes us sad, yet every day 
we thank Jehovah for our knowing the 
truth, for his kind hand and for the 
brothers and friends like you who helped 
us in those moments of anguish.

“Thank you very much,
Napoleon and Orbelina Lopez”

All youthful Witnesses—fortify 
yourselves as did Elmer and 
Alex by your study of God’s 
Word, that you “may be able 
to stand firm” no matter what 
trials may come. —Ephesians 

6:11; 1 Peter 5:8-10
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Stimulatingly Hot, 
Refreshingly Cold

UNFEELING, apathetic, indifferent.
Seemingly, some people just cannot 

be moved. The early Christian congre­
gation at Laodicea was plagued by such 
a problem, giving rise to these words of 
censure from the glorified Jesus Christ: 
“I know your deeds, that you are neither 
cold nor hot. I wish you were cold or 
else hot. So, because you are lukewarm 
and neither hot nor cold, I am going to 
vomit you out of my mouth.” (Revela­
tion 3:15, 16) Why was the congregation 
in this deplorable spiritual state?

The Phrygian city of Laodicea was 
situated inland from Ephesus in Asia 
Minor. An important trade route passed 
through Laodicea and then forked. One 
branch of the road led to Ephesus; the 
other crossed the mountains to Philadel­
phia, Sardis, Thyatira and, finally, Perga- 
mum. Wealthy Laodicea became famous 
for its financial transactions. Its exports 
included fine, soft, black wool obtained 
from the local sheep. A medical school 
was established nearby, and Phrygian 
eye powder, held to be specially cura­
tive, was produced in the area. Laodicea 
became well known for its Phrygian car­
pets. The art of embroidery is thought 
to have originated there, and the Latin 
word for “embroiderer” ( seems
to lend support to this view. Laodicea 
also became a center for music and the 
noted Phrygian art form that is charac­
terized by geometric designs—swastikas, 
meanders and lozenges.

In view of Laodicea’s prosperity, could 
it be that some of the Christians there

had allowed themselves to become in­
volved in commercial activities to such 
an extent that they had little time left to 
share the good news with others? Had 
some of them begun putting a worldly 
career first in life because they want­
ed ‘something more interesting’ than the 
sound principles of Christianity?

There is no doubt that such attitudes 
could have caused a cooling off in the 
Laodiceans’ love for Jehovah, the Master 
Jesus Christ and their neighbors. (Mat­
thew 24:12; 22:37-39) Likewise, if we to­
day permit materialism to make inroads 
into our time and put the pursuit of a 
worldly career first in our lives, we are 
in danger of becoming “lukewarm” in 
our devotion, merely going through the 
motions as a form of “insurance,” ‘just 
in case the “great tribulation” does come 
in our lifetime.’—Revelation 7:14.

How much better to be stimulating­
ly hot toward those who feel that the 
world is a “cold” place because others fail 
to show real interest in their problems! 
How much better to appear refreshingly 
cold toward those for whom things are 
made “hot” by injustices!

Fellow Christians, too, can be stimu­
lated by a zealous example in putting 
Kingdom interests first. (Matthew 6:33) 
They can be cooled or refreshed by com­
forting words and loving deeds when 
they are sick or face other trialsome cir­
cumstances. Especially will young Chris­
tians do well to meditate upon making 
the best use of their time and energies.
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How to Avoid Lukewarmness
Why did the resurrected Jesus use 

the wording he did when addressing the 
Laodicean congregation? He could well 
have been alluding to the city’s water 
supply. Unlike nearby Hierapolis and Co- 
lossae, Laodicea did not have its own 
water source. Hierapolis was known for 
its hot springs, so stimulating to the tired 
winter traveler. Colossae had cold water, 
which was very refreshing in the heat 
of summer. But the water of Laodicea 
had to be conveyed some distance into 
the city, first on an open aqueduct and 
then through bored cubical stone blocks 
that had been cemented together. Very 
likely the water was lukewarm when it 
reached the city’s inhabitants.

Jesus Christ also referred to other mat­
ters that would have been familiar to 
Christians at Laodicea. (Revelation 3:17, 
18) Rather than the soft, glossy, black 
woolen garments that were so highly 
prized in the area, the Laodiceans need­
ed to obtain white outer garments of 
identification as Christian servants of Je­
hovah. (Revelation 16:15) Instead of the 
“gold” of Laodicea’s monetary transac­
tions, they were admonished to demon­
strate such qualities as faith and en­
durance that could be strengthened by 
testing and were far more valuable and 
lasting than any material riches. (1 Co­
rinthians 3:10-15; 1 Peter 1:6, 7) Spiritual

“eyesalve” would prove far more effec­
tive than the Phrygian eye powder. The 
Laodiceans needed to discern the hope 
of eternal life and to be planning their 
lives with that in mind.—Romans 12:12; 
1 Timothy 4:7; Philippians 3:13, 14.

There is a lesson here for the Chris­
tian today. Rather than trying to satisfy 
his desires for the latest styles in clothes 
and the best in food, home and transpor­
tation, he wisely seeks to “buy” from 
Jesus spiritual “outer garments,” “gold” 
and “eyesalve.” Yes, “buy” them, said 
Jesus. It will cost something—time to as­
sociate with God’s people; time to study 
God’s Word and Bible study aids; time 
to meditate on what we learn and relate 
new points to what we already know, 
making adjustments in our thinking; time 
and effort to share what we learn with 
others. This may mean managing with 
less materially to devote more time in 
study of the Scriptures and helping oth­
ers spiritually. Such a course is bound to 
keep alive the Christian’s hope.

Snares From Entertainment 
and Immorality

Other snares menaced Christians at 
Laodicea and could have contributed to 
their becoming “lukewarm.” Archaeo­
logical diggings have revealed ruins of 
a stadium, theaters and gymnasiums. 
Could some Christians have allowed 

a love for pleasure 
to creep into their 
lives? God’s servants 
today have to be on 
guard against the de­
sire for the wrong 
type or an inordi­
nate amount of en­
tertainment. Young 
Christians especially 
may feel that there 
is something wrong 
with them if they

Bill Biiiiii

A Roman aqueduct carried water to Laodicea
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are not going out to see a movie or a 
show, or having a party every week, 
particularly on Saturday nights when 
others seem to be enjoying themselves. 
These younger Christians may feel em­
barrassed if they cannot discuss world­
ly entertainment with their schoolmates 
or workmates on the following Monday 
morning. But why not arrange entertain­
ment with other spiritually strong young 
people and also older ones? How much 
better it is to experience refreshment by 
being with “those who call upon the 
Lord out of a clean heart”!—2 Timothy 
2:22.

Immorality and reveling posed addi­
tional threats to the spiritual welfare of 
Laodicean Christians. The populace wor­
shiped Dionysus, the Greek god of wine. 
His worshipers sought to become assim­
ilated into him by wild dancing. The 
phallus was prominent in his rituals.

Today we are surrounded by a world 
of ever-declining moral standards. Im­
morality is the norm in many places. 
Much of modern-day disco dancing is 
similar to the orgiastic “raging” in honor 
of Dionysus or Bacchus. Jehovah’s peo­
ple must resist pressure to participate in 
such things if they are to avoid being 
‘vomited out of Jesus’ mouth.’ It is indeed 
vital that we conduct our lives in har­

In Our Next Issue
■ Increasing Lawlessness—A Sign 

of the World’s End?

■ Keep Your Marriage Honorable

■ Maintaining God’s View of Sex

mony with Jehovah’s holiness or purity. 
—1 Peter 1:16.

Remaining “Hot” or “Cold” Today
Jesus Christ reminded the Laodiceans 

that his reproof and discipline were ev­
idence of his love for them. (Revelation 
3:19) He urged them to continue to gain 
spiritual strength. As they contemplated 
the manner in which Jesus introduced 
himself as the “Amen,” “the faithful 
and true witness, the beginning of the 
creation by God,” early Christians could 
have been assured of the dependability 
of God’s Son and the sureness of what 
he had promised them. (Revelation 3:14) 
Just as Jesus is the “beginning” of intel­
ligent creation, so he is the “beginning” 
of the creation of “new heavens and a 
new earth,” which Christians awaited. 
(2 Peter 3:13) The gaining of the reward 
was just a matter of time for them.

Likewise today, it is just a matter of 
time, and all the evidence indicates that a 
short time is involved. (Revelation 12:12) 
Therefore, avoid allowing the influence of 
the world to cause you to become “luke­
warm.” Be careful about involvement in 
materialistic pursuits. Think searching- 
ly about the wisdom of centering your 
life around a worldly career. Watch the 
amount and type of entertainment in 
which you engage, as well as your asso­
ciations. Keep yourself spiritually strong 
and alert by wise use of your time in 
Bible study, in meetings with Jehovah’s 
people and in zealous service to your 
God.—1 Corinthians 15:58.

Jesus Christ had a manner and a per­
sonality that were both stimulatingly hot 
in the eyes of those who loved Jehovah 
and refreshingly cold, soothing, to those 
wearied by sin and the burdens of life. 
(Matthew 11:28, 29; John 2:17) Christians 
today can follow Christ’s example by act­
ing in harmony with the import of his 
message to the Laodicean congregation.
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Insight on the News
Strange Union

An unusual transformation is 
occurring in the relationship be­
tween Christendom and Juda­
ism. After centuries of aliena­
tion an amicable bond is being 
forged. More and more church 
bodies are abandoning their 
view that God has cast off Is­
rael and also that Jews must 
go through Jesus to reach the 
Father. “This amazing reversal 
has been made by Protestants 
and Catholics, and on both sides 
of the Atlantic,” states Paul M. 
Van Buren, noted theologian of 
Pennsylvania’s Temple Univer­
sity.

Even fu n d am en ta lis t and  
evangelical groups are em brac­
ing and supporting Jewish lead­
ers. The prime minister of Israel 
has welcomed and met with 
evangelical and Baptist preach­
ers. “There is a fascination 
on the part of the evangelical 
right with Israel and a belief 
that everything Israel does must 
be supported, because God is 
on Israel’s side,” says Timo­
thy Smith, professor of theology 
at Johns Hopkins University, as 
quoted in The New York Times.

Many may view such accom­
modation as a fine thing. But if 
founded on error, is it truly ben­
eficial? Jesus told his Jewish 
listeners: “ I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through 
me." (John 14:6) Furthermore, 
the apostle Paul made it clear 
that only through Christ, not 
man-made compromises, can

the two parties be united. “ For 
Christ himself has brought us 
peace by making Jews and Gen­
tiles one people. With his own 
body he broke down the wall 
that separated them and kept 
them enemies.” — Ephesians 2: 
14, Today’s English Version.

‘Milk and 
Honey to Tears’

By the thousands, aliens 
poured into Nigeria lured by its 
riches. Suddenly, their dream  
of wealth switched to a night­
mare. World oil prices fell, Ni­
geria’s economy soured Africa’s 
wealthiest country ordered all il­
legal aliens out within two weeks. 
Two million fled. Dozens died 
trekking back to their home­
lands of Togo, Benin, Upper Vol­
ta, Cameroon. Mali, Chad, Ni­
ger and Ghana One Ghanaian, 
observing this steady stream of 
returning foreign workers, said: 
“They were going for milk and 
honey and they are coming back 
weeping tears

World history is peppered 
with rapid, unexpected econom­
ic reversals such as this one 
Countless millions have seen 
their future crumble because of 
trusting in the protective wall of 
material things to ward off ca­
lamity. They are like those de­
scribed at Proverbs 18:11: “The 
valuable things of the rich are his 
strong town, and they are like 
a protective wall in his imagina­
tion." In contrast, the preced­
ing verse points to where trust 
can be put so as not to suf­

fer disappointment: “The name 
of Jehovah is a strong tower 
Into it the righteous runs and 
is given protection.”— Proverbs 
18:10.

Drug Use Climbs
Jesus predicted that “the in­

creasing of lawlessness” would 
be one evidence of the last days. 
(Matthew 24:12) Illegal drug use 
has become a major driving 
force behind crime. In fact, the 
International Narcotics Control 
Board in Vienna sees the growth 
of illegal drugs as a catalyst 
for violent crime and political 
instability This United Nations 
agency has issued a sobering 
32-page report on the global 
production and use of illegal 
drugs. The report states that in 
the last two years bumper crops 
of poppy from the so-called 
Golden Triangle— Burma, Thai­
land and Laos— have heaped 
opium, morphine and heroin on 
the illegal world market. West 
ern Europe is reeling from the 
effects, as the document says: 
“ Heroin is readily available . . 
prices have fallen and the num­
ber of abusers is considerable.”

If there were no buyers for ille­
gal drugs, its source and abuse 
would soon wither and die. How­
ever, because many have be­
come “ lovers of pleasures rath­
er than lovers of God,” drug 
abuse flourishes and has be­
come a big business— another 
evidence that we are living in 
“critical times” that mark the 
“ last days” of unrighteousness 
— 2 Timothy 3:1, 4.
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‘And I saw, and, look! a ^ 1  §
white horse, a fiery-colored Q f |  
horse, a black horse, a pale 
horse; and the one seated upon it 
had the name Death. And Hades was

IT WAS Friday, the second day of the 
month of October of the year 1914. 

Into the dining room of the headquar­
ters staff of the Watch Tower Bible and 
Tract Society at 124 Columbia Heights, 
Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A., stepped 
the president of the Society. It was just 
about seven o’clock in the morning. Be­
fore going to his place at the head of the 
dining-room table, he paused. To get the 
undivided attention of the Bethel family 
members seated at the dining tables, he 
clapped his hands. Then, with a positive 
voice, he made reference to the opening 
words of verse 3 of the song entitled 
“Our King Is Marching On!” as found on 
pages 162, 163 of the songbook Hymns 
oj Millennial Dawn, saying, “The Gen-
1. Before taking his seat at the breakfast table 
on October 2, 1914, what did the president of the 
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society do at the 
Brooklyn headquarters?

tile Times have ended, for their kings 
have had their day.” First then he took 
his regular seat, to preside over the daily 
religious program of the Bethel family 
breakfast.

2 As early as in the year 1876, in an 
article that he submitted for publish­
ing in The Bible Examiner, the presi­
dent had pointed forward to 1914 as the 
date for “the times of the Gentiles” to 
end, with serious consequences for the 
whole world of mankind. (Luke 21:24, 
Authorized Version) Amazingly, at the 
time that the president announced to the 
Brooklyn Bethel family that the Gentile 
Times had ended, the first world war of 
all human history was in its 66th day. 
Already by then 14 declarations of war 
had been made by participants in that
2. How far in advance had the president pointed 
forward to that marked year, and how deep into 
the world conflict was he permitted to live?
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terrible conflict against one another. Be­
fore the end of that vicious struggle for 
world domination and for the commer­
cial markets of the world, 29 nations 
and empires had become entangled in 
that unimaginable conflict. The Society’s 
president, who spoke those appropriate 
words, died before his own country, the 
United States of North America, got in­
volved in World War I on April 6, 1917, 
to become an ally of the British Empire 
against the Central Powers of Europe.

3 The Society's president had reem­
phasized the vital significance of 1914 in 
the columns of the Watchtower maga­
zine from 1879 onward, and especially 
in the book The Time Is at Hand, pub­
lished in 1889. But by October 2, 1914, 
he had observed enough of the current 
of world affairs in that memorable year 
to gain reassurance for his publicly stat­
ed position. He could feel vindicated, at 
least in this respect, as a close and care­
ful student of the chronology, or time 
schedule, of the Bible, which prophesies 
about God’s times and seasons.

4 Thus, before his unexpected death on 
Tuesday night, October 31, 1916, the So­
ciety’s president had seen the beginning 
of the ride of the four horsemen of the 
Apocalypse from the year in which the 
Gentile Times were due to end according 
to Bible chronology. The Apocalypse, or 
the Revelation, is the last book of the 
Christian Greek Scriptures, usually called 
the New Testament. The ride of the four 
horsemen is of worldwide significance, 
for it is part of a “sign” marking where 
the human family is on the stream of 
time. It indicates that we are in what

3. How had the president reemphasized the sig­
nificance of 1914, and how could he feel when he 
said, “The Gentile Times have ended”?
4. Before his death the Society’s president had seen 
the beginning of whose ride, and of what could 
this properly be called a “sign”?

the disciples of Jesus called “the conclu­
sion of the system of things.” (Matthew 
24:3) That it is a “sign” is stated for us 
in the opening verse of the Revelation, 
where we read: “A revelation by Jesus 
Christ, which God gave him, to show his 
slaves the things that must shortly take 
place. And he sent forth his angel and 
presented it in signs through him to his 
slave John.”—Revelation 1:1.

5 The ride of the four horsemen is set 
forth in Revelation 6:1-8. Interestingly, 
whereas the New World Translation uses 
the expression “presented it in signs” and 
thus corresponds with Rotherham’s The 
Emphasised New Testament, the expres­
sion “signified it” is used by the King 
James Version, or Authorized Version 
of 1611, B. Wilson’s The Emphatic Dia- 
glott and Young’s Literal Translation of 
the Holy Bible. True to those introducto­
ry words, the last book of the Bible, the 
Revelation, is just full of signs, symbol­
isms significant of things of far greater 
importance in human history. These were 
to take place in the future, “shortly.”

The Four Horses and Their Riders
6 There are no historic developments to 

prove that those things came to reality 
during the 18 centuries after the death 
of the apostle John, about 98 C.E., and 
so, now, our attention focuses upon the 
current 20th century C.E. Doing so, we 
find that it has remained for us of this 
exciting century to enter into the happi­
ness to which the inspired apostle point­
ed forward, when he wrote: “Happy is 
he who reads aloud and those who hear 
the words of this prophecy, and who 
observe the things written in it; for the 
appointed time is near.” (Revelation 1:3)
5. How do the various Bible translations differ 
from one another as to how the symbolisms of the 
Revelation were presented, and, true to its intro­
duction, with what is the Revelation filled?
6. For whom has it been reserved to enter into the 
happiness foretold in Revelation 1:3, and how so?
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For our happiness let us examine “the 
sign” of the four horses and their riders. 
Let us read Revelation 6:1-8:

7 “And I saw when the Lamb [Jesus 
Christ] opened one of the seven seals [of 
the scroll that was in his hand], and I 
heard one of the four living creatures 
say with a voice as of thunder: ‘Come!’ 
And I saw, and, look! a white horse; and 
the one seated upon it had a bow; and a 
crown was given him, and he went forth 
conquering and to complete his conquest.

8 “And when he opened the second 
seal, I heard the second living creature 
say: ‘Come!’ And another came forth, a 
fiery-colored horse; and to the one seated 
upon it there was granted to take peace 
away from the earth so that they should 
slaughter one another; and a great sword 
was given him.

9 “And when he opened the third seal, 
I heard the third living creature say: 
‘Come!’ And I saw, and, look! a black 
horse; and the one seated upon it had a 
pair of scales in his hand. And I heard a 
voice as if in the midst of the four living 
creatures say: ‘A quart of wheat for a 
denarius, and three quarts of barley for 
a denarius; and do not harm the olive 
oil and the wine.’

10 “And when he opened the fourth 
seal, I heard the voice of the fourth liv­
ing creature say: ‘Come!’ And I saw, and, 
look! a pale horse; and the one seated 
upon it had the name Death. And Hades 
was closely following him. And authori­
ty was given them over the fourth part 
of the earth, to kill with a long sword 
and with food shortage and with dead-
7. What appeared when the Lamb of God opened 
the first seal of the scroll that was in his hand?
8. What did the apostle John observe at the open­
ing of the second seal of the scroll?
9. What did John see and hear at the opening of 
the third seal?
10. At the opening of the fourth seal, what did 
John observe and hear in the vision?

ly plague and by the wild beasts of the 
earth.”

THE
WHITE HORSE
AND ITS RIDER

11 The white horse signified a royal 
mount, a bearer of royalty, a righteous 
and pure carrier, swift in movement like 
a literal horse. The rider of this speedy 
means of travel signified a newly in­
stalled king, for a royal crown was giv­
en him. He was a warrior king, for he 
was armed with a bow. Furthermore, 
he rode forth conquering, even down 
to the last opponent of his Kingdom to 
be put under him as conquered. It was 
to be a complete victory! In line with 
that, a long sword was given to him, a 
royal implement of warfare. Who, then, 
has been fulfilling this role in our own 
20th century? Evidently the same one as 
the King who fulfills Psalm 45, where 
we read:

12 “My heart has become astir with a 
goodly matter. I am saying: ‘My works 
are concerning a king.’ . . . Gird your 
sword upon your thigh, 0 mighty one, 
with your dignity and your splendor. 
And in your splendor go on to success; 
ride in the cause of truth and humility 
and righteousness, and your right hand 
will instruct you in fear-inspiring things. 
Your arrows are sharp—under you peo­
ples keep falling—in the heart of the ene­
mies of the king. God is your throne to 
time indefinite, even forever; the scepter 
of your kingship is a scepter of upright­
ness. You have loved righteousness and 
you hate wickedness. That is why God,
11-13. (a) What does the white horse picture, and 
what kind of person does its rider picture? (b) The 
rider there corresponds with what rider addressed 
by the psalmist, and to whom does Paul, at He­
brews 1:8, 9, apply those prophetic words?
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your God, has anointed you with the oil 
of exultation more than your partners.” 
—Verses 1-7.

13 In Hebrews 1:8, 9 the apostle Paul 
quotes Psalm 45:6, 7 and applies the 
words to the Son of God, Jesus Christ. 
Inescapably, then, the rider of the white 
horse who rides on victoriously must be 
Jesus Christ at his coronation in heaven 
at the close of the Gentile Times in 1914.

14 We recall the occasion when Jesus 
Christ rode as the king-elect as if to his 
coronation at the temple in Jerusalem. 
At that time he did not ride on a spirit­
ed white horse. He rode astride an ass. 
This was in fulfillment of the prophe­
cy of Zechariah 9:9, which reads: “Be 
very joyful, 0 daughter of Zion. Shout in 
triumph, 0 daughter of Jerusalem. Look! 
Your king himself comes to you. He is 
righteous, yes, saved; humble, and riding 
upon an ass, even upon a full-grown ani­
mal the son of a she-ass.” Conforming to 
this prophecy, Jesus rode a peaceful ani­
mal when he made his climactic ride into 
Jerusalem on the 9th day of the Jewish 
month of Nisan, 33 C.E., to correspond 
with the Passover lamb that was taken 
into Jewish households on Nisan 10, to 
be kept there until the Passover cele­
bration on Nisan 14. In riding that way 
Jesus imitated his illustrious forefather, 
Solomon, the son of David. When David 
resigned from his kingship after 40 years 
of sitting upon the throne of the king­
dom of Israel, he made Solomon ride on 
a she-mule to his coronation. Then, after 
High Priest Zadok had anointed him to 
succeed his father, the attending crowd 
of Israelites broke out into shouting, “Let 
King Solomon live!”—1 Kings 1:33-40.
14. (a) When and how did Jesus ride into Jerusa­
lem as if to his coronation, and in fulfillment of 
what prophecy? (b) What illustrious forefather did 
Jesus imitate in thus riding on such an occasion?

15 What, now, was to be the reception 
accorded to Jesus when, four days before 
the Passover, he rode on an ass down 
the Mount of Olives to the city of coro­
nations? The crowds that started to ac­
company him caught up the spirit of the 
occasion from the setting of things and 
felt that he was the promised Messianic 
king of Israel. They waved palm branch­
es. They spread out their outer garments 
to let him ride over them. “As for the 
crowds, those going ahead of him and 
those following kept crying out: ‘Save, 
we pray, the Son of David! Blessed is 
he that comes in Jehovah’s name! Save 
him, we pray, in the heights above!’” 
(Matthew 21:1-9) Such was the popular 
reaction. But as for Jerusalem itself, it 
was under the influence of the Jewish 
religious leaders who were not guided by 
the fulfillment of prophecy before their 
eyes. So Jerusalem gave him no royal 
welcome.

16 When Jesus went to the temple, 
High Priest Caiaphas did not anoint him 
to be the Messianic king independent 
of the Roman Empire. The priests were 
allowing the merchants to use temple 
areas to carry on their gainful business, 
but Jesus displayed the proper qualities 
of a high priest by driving them away, 
and he rebuked those who objected by 
saying to them: “It is written, ‘My house 
will be called a house of prayer,’ but you 
are making it a cave of robbers.” Blind 
and lame Jews came to him in the tem­
ple, and he healed them. But the chief 
priests and the scribes found fault with 
what was going on, and they refused to 
accept him as the “Son of David” and to 
inaugurate him as the rightful ruler of 
the kingdom of Israel. When Jesus left
15. (a) What was the popular reaction to Jesus’ 
ride into Jerusalem on the female ass? (b) What 
kind of welcome did Jerusalem give him, and why?
16. How did temple authorities treat Jesus in con­
trast with their treatment of the merchants?
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How Would You 
Answer the Following:

□ When did the horsemen start 
their ride?
□ What expectation was then 
fulfilled?
□ What preliminary ride did the 
first rider make, and how was he 
received?
□ How do Revelation 6:1, 2; 19: 
11-16 and Psalm 45:3-8 indicate 
the purpose of this rider’s later 
ride?

them behind at the temple and went out 
to Bethany, he did not do so as a newly 
installed king.—Matthew 21:1-17.

17 Four days later, when Jesus stood 
before the Roman governor Pontius Pi­
late, this Gentile asked him whether he 
was a king. Jesus replied that his King­
dom was no part of this world to which 
Pilate belonged. At the instance of the 
chief priests that had said, “We have 
no king but Caesar,” Pilate handed Je­
sus over to be impaled at Calvary. Yet 
Pilate stood firm for putting above the 
head of Jesus on the impalement stake 
the sign: “Jesus the Nazarene the King 
of the Jews.”—John 19:15, 19-22.

18 It remained for the Almighty God, 
Jehovah, to raise his martyred Son as 
“the firstborn from the dead” on Ni- 
san 16, the very day on which the Jews 
presented the firstfruits of the barley 
harvest to Jehovah at the temple. (Rev­
elation 1:5) Thus the future King was
17. How did Pontius Pilate show interest in Jesus' 
claim to kingship, and how did he override the 
desires of the chief priests with regard to Jesus’ 
kingship?
18. On what significant day did Jehovah raise his 
Son from the dead, and what were the parting 
words of the resurrected Jesus to his disciples be­
fore ascending to heaven?
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able to manifest himself to his faithful 
disciples that very day. Some days later, 
before ascending back to heaven, he said 
to them: “All authority has been giv­
en me in heaven and on the earth. Go 
therefore and make disciples of people 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the holy spirit.”—Matthew 28:18, 19; 
Leviticus 23:10-12; 1 Corinthians 15:20.

Completing His Conquest
19 Thus Jesus Christ was enabled to 

fulfill the prophetic picture of making 
his ride on the white horse, riding as 
a crowned king to complete conquest 
over all his enemies in heaven and on 
earth. (Revelation 6:1, 2) Since the end 
of “the appointed times of the nations” 
in the year 1914 C.E. he is a warrior 
King, armed as it were with a bow to 
pierce his foes from afar off. In reality, 
to this warrior King were addressed the 
prophetic words of Psalm 45:3-8:

20 “Gird your sword upon your thigh, 0 
mighty one, with your dignity and your 
splendor. And in your splendor go on to 
success; ride in the cause of truth and hu­
mility and righteousness, and your right 
hand will instruct you in fear-inspiring 
things. Your arrows are sharp—under 
you peoples keep falling—in the heart 
of the enemies of the king. God is your 
throne to time indefinite, even forever; 
the scepter of your kingship is a scep­
ter of uprightness. You have loved righ­
teousness and you hate wickedness. That 
is why God, your God, has anointed you 
with the oil of exultation more than your 
partners. All your garments are myrrh 
and aloeswood and cassia; out from the 
grand ivory palace stringed instruments 
themselves have made you rejoice.”
19. What prophetic picture was Jesus thus enabled 
to fulfill in due time, and what kind of king has 
he been since?
20. What do the words addressed to him by the 
psalmist tell him to do?



21 At Hebrews 1:8, 9 the apostle Paul 
quotes from the words of Psalm 45:3-8 
and applies the quotation to Jesus Christ, 
to call attention to his now highly ex­
alted position. This makes it certain that 
the “king” to whom “the sons of Korah” 
were inspired to address themselves was 
the duly installed King Jesus Christ. (See 
the superscription to Psalm 45.) The ar­
rows from his “bow” will be aimed at 
the heart of the opposers of his King­
dom with greater accuracy than that of 
the ancient Parthians, who were expert 
bowmen though mounted on horses.

22 The rider of the white horse de­
scribed at Revelation 6:2 proves to be 
the same as the rider of the white horse 
portrayed at Revelation 19:11-16. In this
21. (a) How can we be sure that the words of 
the psalmist apply to the glorified Jesus Christ? 
(b) How is the accuracy of his aim at his enemies 
emphasized at Psalm 45:5?
22. (a) In what other part of Revelation is this 
rider on the white horse depicted, and under what 
name? (b) How are our eyes blessed to see what 
vision, and how do we respond to this sight?

latter reference his name is called “The 
Word of God,” and on his thigh he 
wears the title “King of kings and Lord 
of lords.” Here he is pictured as at the 
grand climax of his charge against his 
opponents, when he brings his ride to 
final victory at “the war of the great 
day of God the Almighty” on the bat­
tlefield of Har-Magedon, or Mountain of 
Megiddo. (Revelation 16:14-16; 19:17-21) 
Unseen to human eyes, there then comes 
the binding of Satan the Devil and his 
demons for a thousand years of con­
finement in an abyss. (Revelation 20:1-3) 
Blessed are our eyes to see by faith the 
ride of the crowned King on the “white 
horse” since the end of the Gentile Times 
in 1914. Thrilled to our very souls at his 
conquests so far, we cry out, ‘Ride on, 
you royal rider on the white horse, to 
your matchless victory at Har-Magedon, 
for the vindication of the universal sov­
ereignty of Jehovah God, the Giver of 
this prophetic “sign.” ’

The Glorious Work 
That Follows 

the Ride of the Horsemen
ago. (Luke 21:24, Authorized Version) 
Then the trampling down of the King­
dom of Jehovah God as once represented 
by the kingdom of Israel in Jerusalem in 
the royal line of King David ended. Over 
in the Middle East the city of Jerusalem 
has no king of the family line of David 
but is the capital city of the Republic of 
Israel, with a Jewish prime minister. But

THE “King of kings and Lord of lords,” 
Jesus Christ, is present. (Revelation 

19:11, 16) We have “the sign” for this. 
He has been present in his God-given 
Kingdom since the end of “the times of 
the Gentiles” in the year 1914, 69 years
1. How is it evident that the Gentile Times for 
trampling upon what the city of Jerusalem repre­
sented ended in 1914?
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what about the “heavenly Jerusalem”? 
(Hebrews 12:22) It is up there in the su­
perhuman, super-Gentile realm that “the 
Son of David,” Jesus Christ, reigns as 
“King of kings and Lord of lords” since 
the running out of the Gentile Times 
in 1914. The Gentile nations here on 
earth may oppose the Kingdom and its 
proclaimers, but they cannot touch it. 
They cannot dominate it, as once did the 
last five world powers of world history, 
namely Babylonia, Medo-Persia, Greece, 
Rome and the Anglo-American world 
power of Britain and the United States. 
—Revelation 21:1, 2.

2 The vision given to the apostle John, 
as set out at Revelation 6:1-8, propheti­
cally shows what was to accompany the 
start of the ride of the “King of kings 
and Lord of lords” on the symbolic white 
horse toward the all-determining conflict 
at the battlefield of Har-Magedon. What 
that vision showed corresponds with 
what Jesus Christ himself told his disci­
ples in answer to their question: “When 
will these things be, and what will be the 
sign of your presence [ Greek]
and of the conclusion of the system of 
things?” (Matthew 24:3) With regard to 
the “pangs of distress” that would mark 
“the sign” of his presence, or parousia, 
and of “the conclusion of the system of 
things,” Jesus said: “For nation will rise 
against nation and kingdom against king­
dom [in war], there will be earthquakes 
in one place after another, there will be 
food shortages. These are a beginning 
of pangs of distress [marking the birth 
of a new system of things].” (Mark 13:8) 
“Then he went on to say to them: ‘Na­
tion will rise against nation, and king­
dom against kingdom; and there will be
2. In answer to the question as to what would be 
the sign of his presence and the conclusion of the 
system of things, what did Jesus say that finds 
correspondency in the vision of Revelation 6:1-8?
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great earthquakes, and in one place after 
another pestilences and food shortages; 
and there will be fearful sights and from 
heaven great signs.’ ”—Luke 21:10, 11; 
Matthew 24:7, 8.

r
THE

FIERY-COLORED

HORSE

3 So the start of Christ’s “presence,” or 
parousia, from the end of the Gentile 
Times in 1914 was not to be marked 
by peace either in heaven or on earth. 
The vision given to John at Revelation 
chapter 6 confirms this fact. What, then, 
would the opening of the second seal un­
veil to us? Along with the apostle John, 
we watch: “And when he opened the 
second seal, I heard the second living 
creature say: ‘Come!’ And another came 
forth, a fiery-colored horse; and to the 
one seated upon it there was granted to 
take peace away from the earth so that 
they should slaughter one another; and 
a great sword was given him.”—Reve­
lation 6:3, 4.

4 What did that tableau signify? What 
else but the outbreak of war, and that 
on an earth-wide scale, forasmuch as the 
rider on the fiery-colored horse was “to 
take peace away from the earth.”

5 Since the fiery-colored horse and its 
war-minded rider followed the rider on 
the white horse, does this mean that 
the first horseman started World War I 
after his coronation in 1914 and thus 
started using his “bow”? Not at all! Rev-3. How was the beginning of Christ’s presence to 
be marked, and so what does the vision at the 
opening of the second seal show?
4. What did that tableau show, and why?
5. Does this signify that the rider on the white 
horse was responsible for the outbreak of world 
war, and what does Revelation 12 show would 
follow the beginning of his reign?



elation chapter 12 pictures what would 
follow the birth of the Kingdom of the 
first horseman in 1914: an invisible, su­
perhuman war. “And war broke out in 
heaven: Michael and his angels battled 
with the dragon, and the dragon and 
its angels battled but it did not prevail, 
neither was a place found for them any 
longer in heaven. So down the great 
dragon was hurled, the original serpent, 
the one called Devil and Satan, who is 
misleading the entire inhabited earth; he 
was hurled down to the earth, and his 
angels were hurled down with him. And 
I heard a loud voice in heaven say: ‘Now 
have come to pass the salvation and the 
power and the kingdom of our God and 
the authority of his Christ, because the 
accuser of our brothers has been hurled 
down, who accuses them day and night 
before our God! . . .  On this account be 
glad, you heavens and you who reside 
in them! Woe for the earth and for the 
sea, because the Devil has come down to 
you, having great anger, knowing he has 
a short period of time.’ ”—Verses 7-12.

6 That account places the blame for the 
first world war that claimed more than 
8 million human lives from July 28, 1914, 
squarely upon the Devil and his demons. 
The rider on the second symbolic horse 
pictured the military hosts of the world, 
of which Satan the Devil is “the god”; 
and the fiery-colored horse matched the 
fiery fury and nature of that war and of 
its aftermath, World War II. The “great 
sword” of a cavalryman was given to 
this militaristic rider, to slash away with 
it at his victims. The greatness of this 
weapon of war would also indicate the 
greatness of the type of war that was 
now instituted earth wide, total warfare, 
warfare on a world scale. Nothing like 
it before! The history books are there in
6. Consequently, what do the several features with 
regard to the second horseman symbolize?

the libraries to give us the details about 
World Wars I and II! Indeed, war of 
world proportions erupted at the end of 
the Gentile Times in 1914.—Luke 21:24.

7 The one that gave to his apostle John 
the signs of Revelation chapter 6 was 
the same one that gave the informa­
tion in answer to his apostles, including 
John, away back in 33 C.E. in answer to 
their question: “What will be the sign 
of your presence and of the conclusion 
of the system of things?” Since the or­
der of events that he set out back there 
shortly before his death lines up with 
the order of events that he depicts at 
Revelation chapter 6, it indicates that 
what that 6th chapter envisions shows 
that the end of the Gentile Times in 1914 
and the outbreak of war on a world scale 
marked the start of his “presence” in his 
heavenly Kingdom and the beginning of 
“the conclusion of the system of things.” 
As foretold by Jesus at Matthew 24:7, 8 
and Luke 21:11, nation did rise against 
nation and kingdom against kingdom to 
mark the start of his invisible “presence” 
or his giving attention to the affairs of 
earth now that it had become the terri­
tory of his newly established Kingdom. 
But what about “food shortages” and 
“in one place after another pestilences”? 
These were also forevisioned by the ride 
of the four horsemen depicted at Reve­
lation 6:1-8.

THE
BLACK HORSE

8 After the ride of the horseman on the
7. To correspond with Revelation 6:1-8, what did 
begin to occur in 1914 to show correspondency 
with what Jesus told his disciples about the sign 
of his presence?
8. What were the features of the vision that fol­
lowed the opening of the third seal?
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fiery-colored horse, what does the vision 
present to us? “And when he opened 
the third seal, I heard the third living 
creature say: ‘Come!’ And I saw, and, 
look! a black horse; and the one seat­
ed upon it had a pair of scales in his 
hand. And I heard a voice as if in the 
midst of the four living creatures say: ‘A 
quart of wheat for a denarius, and three 
quarts of barley for a denarius; and do 
not harm the olive oil and the wine.’ ” 
—Revelation 6:5, 6.

9 Plainly, that denotes food shortages, 
scarcity of eatables. And did not these 
come along with World War I “in one 
place after another”? With the taking 
away of farmers from their farms and 
gardens in order to draft them into the 
fighting forces of millions of men, would 
not hunger prevail over wide areas, with 
little or nothing to satisfy it? Logical­
ly so! No wonder that millions of hu­
mans died of hunger. Prices of foodstuffs 
soared to beyond the financial reach of 
many countless famished ones, with such 
inflation! Think of it, a day’s wage, “a 
denarius,” for but a quart of wheat! A 
day’s wage for but three quarts of the 
inferior food barley, the staple diet of the 
financially poor! Those who were made 
rich through war occupations and mu­
nitions making could afford to get what 
oil and wine were on the market. And 
so for them “the olive oil and the wine” 
were not harmed. High wages could meet 
high prices! All of this draws a dark pic­
ture in connection with global war that 
drew so many men away from produc­
tive occupations, such as farming, into 
destructive activities. There is therefore 
no room for surprise that the horse that 
bore the rider with the symbol of mea­
suring out food at exorbitant prices and 
of rationing out food was a black horse!
9. What do the features of that vision plainly de­
note, and why was the color of the horse appro­
priately black:

A cheerless, gloomy sight, that conveyer 
of death-dealing food shortage!

10 The riders of the fiery-colored horse 
and the black horse were two witnesses 
to the fact that King Jesus Christ had 
been crowned and had begun his victo­
rious ride clear through “the conclusion 
of the system of things” to its end at 
Har-Magedon. However, there is a third 
witness to this effect put on the witness 
stand for us. More than 60 years before 
the vision to John, the crowned rider on 
the white horse had said, “At the mouth 
of two or three witnesses every mat­
ter may be established.” (Matthew 18:16) 
What, then, about this third witness? No, 
he is no rider symbolizing something oc­
curring within the earth, earthquakes; it 
is something that swept over the surface 
of the earth to the death of 20 million 
victims in 1918-1919 at the close of World 
War I. So, enter now witness No. 3: “And 
when he opened the fourth seal, I heard 
the voice of the fourth living creature 
say: ‘Come!’ And I saw, and, look! a pale 
horse; and the one seated upon it had 
the name Death. And Hades was closely 
following him. And authority was given 
them over the fourth part of the earth, 
to kill with a long sword and with food 
shortage and with deadly plague and by 
the wild beasts of the earth.”—Revela­
tion 6:7, 8.

11 A pale horse would be a sickly look-
10. How was a third witness provided in the vision 
of John to prove the beginning of the presence of 
the rider on the white horse?
11. Why was the color of this fourth horse ap­
propriately pale, and what kind of death does its 
rider symbolize in advance of providing victims 
for Hades?
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ing animal, and Death would be a fitting 
name for its rider. Here the death meant 
would be a hastened death, not a death 
occurring to humans at an old age. It 
is a death that puts one in Hades, the 
grave, prematurely. How so? Because it 
is a death that is unwelcomely thrust 
upon one by the “long sword” of a tre­
mendous war, by food shortage to the 
point of famine or by “pestilence,” a con­
tagious disease that spreads over a wide 
inhabited area, spelling a rapid stoppage 
of life to its many victims. And did not 
“the flu,” the Spanish influenza, that 
struck the world at the close of World 
War I measure up to such a descrip­
tion? Indeed, yes! And Hades opened its 
hungry mouth to devour an estimated 
20 million. It was not God-sent, but God 
permitted it. Not extravagantly it could 
be said concerning Death and Hades 
that “authority [authorization] was giv­
en them over the fourth part of the 
earth.” God did not interfere but let those 
foretold death-dealing factors work hav­
oc on the war-ridden earth, even though 
these things claimed some of his faithful 
ones as victims. Death by “wild beasts” 
preying upon helpless humans is not re­
ported on.

12 The devastating ride of those three 
witnesses, namely, the rider on the fiery- 
colored horse, the rider on the black 
horse and the rider on the pale horse 
with Hades at his heels, cannot be over­
looked or be erased from the history of 
modern times. Since they occurred as 
they did at the end of the Gentile Times 
in 1914, they must signify something of 
world importance. What? The Kingdom, 
for which his disciples were taught to 
pray to God in the Lord’s Prayer, was 
established in the heavens, now that the 
Gentile Times, “the appointed times of
12. The devastating ride of those three latter horse­
men, in occurring at the time that it did, proves 
what fact?

the nations,” for trampling upon God’s 
Kingdom by his Messiah (Christ) had 
ended. (Luke 21:10, 11, 24) So now the 
Kingdom is here. Its King has been 
anointed as God’s enthroned Ruler and 
has been crowned. His “presence” in the 
Kingdom has started. “The conclusion of 
the system of things” has begun. The 
royal rod of his strength Jehovah has 
sent out of the heavenly Zion, saying: 
“Go subduing in the midst of your ene­
mies.” (Psalm 110:1, 2) Hence, the time 
had come for the Ruler to begin his ride 
on his white royal steed, dashing on to 
final and complete victory over his ene­
mies on earth as well as in heaven.

An Honorable Privilege
13 In the face of those four horsemen as 

depicted at Revelation 6:1-8, what should 
the disciples of the rider on the white 
horse do here on earth during this “con­
clusion of the system of things”? They 
should serve unitedly as his mouthpieces 
in fulfilling an outstanding feature of 
“the sign” of his presence in the King­
dom, namely, “And this good news of the 
kingdom will be preached in all the in­
habited earth for a witness to all the na­
tions.” (Matthew 24:14) This earth-wide 
witness must be delivered by his ‘preach­
ers’ and completed before the terminal 
“end” of this doomed “system of things” 
is reached. It now being 69 years since 
the crowned rider on the white horse 
began his ride to complete conquest over 
the opposers of his Kingdom, and since 
the world conditions meanwhile have 
worsened to the stage that they have, 
that terminal “end” must be close at 
hand. The “short period of time” that 
has been allowed for Satan the Devil 
here at the earth is about up, appar-
13. How should the disciples of the rider on the 
white horse react to this information, and what 
foretold privilege of service should they consider 
it an honor to undertake?
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ently. (Revelation 12:12) Who, then, will 
accept the honorable privilege of giving 
the final part of the earth-wide witness 
concerning the established Kingdom of 
God by his Christ? The united witnesses 
of Jehovah all around the globe answer, 
“We shall!” May Jehovah aid them in 
doing so, to the vindication of him as 
the Universal Sovereign!

14 The ride of the crowned rider on the 
white horse has not gone to the trium­
phant point of ‘completing his conquest,’ 
and he will not stop short of attaining 
this goal. So yet onward he must ride. 
Two world wars are already past histo­
ry, but war preparations on a prodigious 
scale still shake the peace of mankind.

15 Millions of underfed people have to 
tighten their belts to offset the pangs of 
hunger, waiting in vain for food short­
ages to be overcome and inflated prices 
to plunge to moderate levels on which 
the poor can provide for their basic 
needs. Medical science finds itself baffled 
with new types of disease and the malig­
nant diseases are fastening themselves on 
more and more victims, so that the rider 
Death has not brought his pale horse to 
a halt, so that the Hades of gravedom 
must follow at his heels. But what all of 
this, as happening since the close of the 
Gentile Times in 1914, has signified is 
thrilling, aye, glorious! At this late date 
what we are approaching is the end of 
“the conclusion of the system of things” 
that has come into existence since the 
Flood of Noah’s days, 2370 B.C.E., or 
4,352 years ago. This is, for a fact, good 
news.

A Glorious Work Follows
16 The end of this “conclusion of the

14. Why must the rider on the white horse still 
keep riding?
15. (a) Has the ride of the black horse and the 
pale horse come to an end? (b) Why is what has 
been happening since 1914 thrilling and glorious?
16. Does this signify the end of our inhabited earth 
or not?
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system of things” does not signify the 
end of this earthly home of humankind. 
Not at all! It signifies the opening up of a 
new system of things, yes, for this same 
old earth that fallen mankind threatens 
to reduce to a desolate wasteland. Says 
the enthroned Creator: “Look! I am mak­
ing all things new.”—Revelation 21:5.

17 What a glorious work lies ahead of 
those who survive the end of this “con­
clusion of the system of things” and who 
enter into that new system where the 
fiery-colored horse, the black horse and 
the pale horse followed by Hades will no 
more streak through the inhabited earth 
—especially so with the resurrection of 
all redeemed mankind in the offing! Yet 
even now, before the ride of the four 
horsemen is over, glorious is the work of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses in proclaiming the 
best of news. It is the news of Jehovah’s 
royal government in the hands of Christ 
that will beautify the new system of 
things with a Paradise that will encircle 
the whole earth and fill it with peace­
keeping redeemed mankind, blessed with 
everlasting life in human perfection that 
reflects the image and likeness of God. 
(Genesis 1:26-28) Ours is now the honor­
able God-given privilege to share in that 
glorious work!

17. What privilege of work is it now an honor for 
us to carry out even into the new system of things?

What related parts of a composite 
“sign” are described at

□ Revelation 6:3, 4?

□ Revelation 6:5, 6?
□ Revelation 6:7, 8?

What privilege do Jehovah’s 
Witnesses now enjoy, with what 
work prospect ahead?



NOT far from the site of the notorious 
Jonestown mass suicide in Guyana 

is a place called Matthew’s Ridge. Last 
year a group of seven Christians there 
planned to attend the “Kingdom Truth” 
District Convention of Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses in the nation’s capital, Georgetown. 
Matthew’s Ridge is a mere 45 minutes 
by air from Georgetown, but the group 
could not afford the air fare. So they 
traveled by boat. The trip took them 
seven days.

Were you at one of the hundreds of 
“Kingdom Truth” District Conventions 
held around the world last year? If so, 
you were one of more than 4 million, 
many of whom went to a lot of trouble 
to be there.

It Took Determination
For some it took determination to be 

there. That is what Al, from Maceio in 
Brazil, has. Al is a paralytic, and he was 
unable to take his wheelchair with him 
on the bus to the convention. So he had 
to drag himself around on the ground,

and at the convention he had to pull 
himself up the bleachers to his seat. But 
he was determined not to miss it.

For some it took teamwork. A Japa­
nese Witness was planning to attend the 
convention when a typhoon blew all the 
pears off the trees in a family orchard. 
Witnesses from the local congregation 
with their children helped to gather the 
pears and then sell them. All was finished 
in time, so that her unbelieving husband 
was happy to allow her to attend.

And for some it took sheer apprecia­
tion. A Christian man in Brazil lost his 
wife just five days before the convention. 
In spite of the terrible loss, he attended 
with his three young children. The asso­
ciation and counsel enjoyed there helped 
him and his family survive the severe 
emotional shock.

Why were these, and millions of oth­
ers, determined to let nothing stand in 
the way of their attending the “Kingdom 
Truth” District Convention last year? 
If you have ever attended one of Je­
hovah’s Witnesses’ conventions, you al­
ready know. For one thing, they pro­
vide a unique opportunity for large-scale 
Christian association. (Psalm 133:1) A del­
egate at a convention in New Caledonia, 
in the South Seas, remarked, “The uni­
ty of God’s people was foretold in the 
Bible, and you can appreciate it especial­
ly during conventions.” Additionally, the 
program is always packed with things 
really worth hearing.
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‘They Reached the Heart’
From the first day’s welcome by the 

chairman to the concluding talk on Sun­
day, the program was full of heartwarm­
ing experiences, faith-strengthening dis­
cussions and practical counsel.

On Friday morning delegates enjoyed 
being introduced to some old-timers. Con- 
ventioners in Sydney, Australia, heard 
from 85-year-old Geordie Gibb, who was 
baptized in 1927 and has served with 
the Australian headquarters staff since 
1929. There are people like Geordie all 
around the world, with a whole lifetime 
of faithful service behind them. The 1982 
district conventions provided a good op­
portunity to meet some of them.

The talks were greatly appreciated, 
especially those that exposed some hid­
den snares. After listening to the discus­
sion “Beware of Music That Debases,” 
Ana, from Brazil, said: “I had several 
records with lyrics anything but upbuild­
ing. But we kept them because we liked 
the music. After listening to that talk we 
decided to get rid of them all.”

Barbara, a conventioner in Hawaii, 
thoroughly agreed with the warnings she 
heard in the talk “Exposing the Devil’s 
Subtle Designs.” Among other things, 
the talk warned against certain kinds 
of television programs. Barbara used to 
be a soap-opera addict and found that 
these programs were dulling her sense 
of right and wrong. “Even the ‘good 
guys’ lied and committed immorality,” 
she said, “and I started to adopt their 
way of looking at life.” (1 Corinthians 
15:33) A family in Korea had been sav­
ing money to buy a color-television set. 
After hearing these and other talks at 
the convention, they changed their mind. 
They did not want to spend their money 
on something that could allow satanic 
influences into their home.

Highlighting all conventions of Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses are the moving dramatic
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At the Sao Paulo, Brazil, convention 
626 new Witnesses were baptized

presentations, where ancient or modern 
situations are depicted that have real 
meaning for Christians today. Conven- 
tioners empathized with Jeremiah, in 
the drama “Fearless Proclaimer of an 
Unpopular Message.” And many hearts 
were touched by the presentation “How 
Will They Hear Without Someone to 
Preach?” This was the story, based on 
several true-life experiences, of Notting­
ham Goodenough. In the drama, Notting­
ham opposed his son’s preaching of the 
good news and expelled him from his 
home. Then, years later, he was helped 
to have a change of heart when his 
young grandchildren called his attention 
to God’s name, Jehovah, at Psalm 83:18 
in his King James Bible.

“There is a Nottingham Goodenough in 
our family,” said Lois from the Bahamas,



as she happily described the changes in 
her husband’s attitude. The drama was 
especially encouraging in Korea, where 
several Christian wives have husbands 
who oppose them.

Another highlight of all conventions 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses is the baptism. 
At the “Kingdom Truth” conventions, 
tens of thousands of persons symbolized 
their dedication to Jehovah God by pub­
lic water immersion. For many, the step 
necessitated hard work. A 23-year-old 
woman who was baptized in Japan, for 
example, was at one time unmarried and 
pregnant, and smoking 40 to 50 cigarettes 
a day. She had a lot of adjustments to 
make before she was baptized, but with 
Jehovah’s help she made them and now 
lives a clean, wholesome life married to 
the father of her child.

There were other highlights too. Do 
you remember the exciting release of 
the beautiful new book Can Live 
Forever in Paradise on Earth, the bro­
chure Enjoy Life on Earth Forever or 
the eye-catching tract Are We Nearing 
Armageddon?

Perhaps you were one of the host of 
conventioners who went out on Friday 
evening and shared copies of the tract 
with householders in the convention city. 
Many householders responded like the 
young man in Kalgoorlie, Western Aus­
tralia, who was so taken with the con­
versation he had with two convention 
delegates that he resolved to attend the 
convention himself.

In some lands delegates had extra bless­
ings when publications were released to 
serve their special needs. Japanese con­
ventioners were overjoyed to receive the 
complete New World Translation of the 
Holy Scriptures in their own language. 
“I couldn’t sleep the whole night,” said 
one delighted conventioner who received 
a copy.

“The talks at this convention truly 
reached the heart,” said a Hawaiian dele-

Young conventioner at Kalgoorlie, 
Western Australia, “Kingdom 

Truth” District Convention, 
September 23-26, 1982

gate. Even non-Witnesses agreed. “This 
was the first time in my life that I heard 
talks that really said something,” com­
mented a member of a political group 
that attended a Brazilian convention.

And Now . . . “Kingdom Unity”!
Yes, the “Kingdom Truth” conven­

tions were an unqualified success. Mil­
lions of lives were aided by them. If you 
were there, you undoubtedly benefited 
greatly. But what if you did not attend? 
Well, all is not lost. This year Jehovah’s 
Witnesses will have another worldwide 
series of conventions, with the theme 
“Kingdom Unity.”

This year, too, there will be dra­
matic presentations, faith-building talks 
and demonstrations, timely counsel and, 
doubtless, a few surprises as well! These 
will include a unique feature that will 
make this year’s district conventions out­
standing. If you attended the 1982 con­
vention, we feel sure that you will want 
to attend again for all four days. If you 
were not there, be determined to attend 
this year. It may prove to be the high­
light of your year.
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Celebrating 40 Years 
of Missionary Training

HAD you been anywhere near the Queens, 
N ew  York, Assem bly Hall of Jehovah’s 

W itnesses on March 6, 1983, you m ight have 
wondered w hat the excitem ent was all about. 
A noticeably exuberant crowd of 2,000 persons 
poured in to see the graduation of 38 students 
comprising the 74th class of Gilead!

Secular graduation ceremonies are often little 
more than dry, cliche-ridden speeches. Gilead 
graduations, however, are unique. The grad­
uates from this class, for example, are being sent 
to 16 countries as missionaries. Those interested 
in the preaching of the good news of the King­
dom cannot help but be thrilled by this! And 
the graduation chairman, A. D. Schroeder of the 
Governing Body, explained that this graduation 
marked 40 years of such missionary training. 
Since February 1,1943, w hen the school was in­
augurated, over 6,000 students from more than 
50 countries have passed through this school. 
Nevertheless, preaching in a foreign country 
presents a number of challenges. So various 
speakers on the program gave pointed counsel 
for these prospective missionaries.

“Humility can safeguard you,” said Martin 
Poetzinger. W hen they arrive in their assign­
ments, the missionaries will be confronted with

new people to work with. “W e cannot change 
people,” said Martin Poetzinger, but through  
humility w e can “make the adjustments in our­
selves” so as to deal w ith them. Max Larson of 
the Factory Committee advised the students to 
“Think Missionary.” They should never even  
entertain thoughts of leaving their assignments, 
he counseled, but, rather, m eet each problem  
with the determination to stay there.

Instructors U. V. Glass and J. Redford had 
worked w ith the students on a daily basis for 
five months. U. V. Glass therefore encouraged 
the missionaries to be like the apostle Paul, 
who was willing to ‘pour himself out’ on behalf 
of others. He told of one young missionary who  
went with her husband into the circuit work in 
the South Pacific. It was not easy for this rather 
refined woman to travel in the bush, hiking up 
hills until she was utterly exhausted. Yet she 
stuck with her work and found satisfaction in 
helping her brothers and sisters. Jack Redford 
similarly encouraged the missionaries to “take 
the bitter w ith the sw eet”—which m ight mean 
some pain, discomfort, inconvenience and even  
disease. At times they m ight miss little things 
—like their favorite soft drink. But if they

Brooklyn Bethel family attends graduation services at the 
40th anniversary of the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead
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keep their eyes “on the things unseen,” they  
could nevertheless find sw eet joy in their as­
signments.—2 Corinthians 4:16-18.

Theodore Jaracz and Milton Henschel of the 
Governing Body also had some warm admo­
nition. Jaracz reminded the students of the 
Israelites who, though having seen miraculous 
plagues and the splitting of the Red Sea, forgot 
Jehovah. (Deuteronomy 6:10-12) Milton Hen­
schel developed his remarks around Ecclesiastes 
7:12, which contrasts m oney and godly wisdom. 
In some countries inflation has made m oney 
all but worthless. H owever, the knowledge the 
students had acquired could be ‘scattered’ to 
benefit many.—Proverbs 15:7.

Finally, the president of Gilead School, 
F. W. Franz, spoke at length on the subject of 
“Jehovah’s Organization.” He recalled the time

when the need for organization was not clearly 
understood by Jehovah’s people. Nevertheless, 
as our understanding of the Bible increased, 
w e came to see that there were really only 
two organizations—Jehovah’s and Satan’s. He 
therefore exhorted the missionaries to stick to 
the organization Jehovah is using.

In the afternoon the students presented a 
thrilling slide program showing the history 
of Gilead School. They also put on a m ov­
ing modern-day drama, realistically portraying 
some of the problems many parents are having  
in communicating w ith their children.

W e are confident that these graduated mis­
sionaries will adjust to their new  homes and 
make a fine contribution to the progress of the 
worldwide preaching work. Those who have 
gone before them  certainly have done so.

Questions From Readers
■  Was Samuel a prophet? I had thought so, but reading Hebrews 
11:32 in my Bible suggests that he may not have been.

Yes, Samuel was both a proph­
et and a judge. The way Hebrews 
11:32 reads in some Bibles may 
create confusion on this point, 
but the verse can be rendered 
so that it is understandable.

While Samuel was yet a boy 
Jehovah began to use him to 
deliver pronouncements, and all 
Israel came to recognize Samuel 
as a prophet. (1 Samuel 3:1-21) 
King Saul turned to Samuel for 
information that a prophet might 
provide. (1 Samuel 9:6, 9; 28:11, 
15) Once “ the elderly ones of 
the prophets [were] prophesying, 
and Samuel [was] standing in his 
position over them.”  (1 Samuel 
19:20) Along with his prophetic 
work, Samuel judged the people. 
— 1 Samuel 7:15-17; 12:6, 7.

Samuel’s being a prophet, 
though, might be questioned be­
cause in many translations the 
list of men of faith in Hebrews 
11:32 reads like this: “ There is 
not time for me to give an ac­
count of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah, or of David, Samuel 
and the prophets.”  (The Jeru­
salem Bible) That could be un­
derstood to mean that Samuel 
was distinguished from the proph­
ets, just as were David and the 
judges Gideon, Barak, Samson 
and Jephthah.

However, some translations in­
sert “ other”  at Hebrews 11: 
32. The Living Bible  reads, 
“  . . . Jephthah and David and 
Samuel and all the other proph­
ets.”  Elsewhere in the Chris­

tian Greek Scriptures we find 
instances where “ other” appro­
priately is inserted for clarity. For 
instance, according to the Au­
thorized Version, at Luke 21:29, 
Jesus said: “ Behold the fig tree, 
and all the trees.”  That does not 
make the best of sense, for the 
fig tree is itself a tree. So Je­
sus’ words can be rendered in 
English: “ Note the fig tree and 
all the other trees.” — New World 
Translation; Today’s English Ver­
sion; New English Bible; compare 
Luke 13:4.

Accordingly, the New World 
Translation renders Hebrews 11: 
32 in a way that is clear and 
that harmonizes with the Hebrew 
Scriptures: “ For the time will fail 
me if I go on to relate about Gid­
eon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 
David as well as Samuel and the 
other prophets.”
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