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God’s Word Is Alive
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Alesult

Finds
the Truth

As told by Julio Iniesta Garcia
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Insigntonthe News

Squeezing
the Flock

“Houses of worship around the
U.S. are stepping up efforts to
get more money from parishio-
ners,” says Money magazine.

What methods are being used?
“The Roman Catholic Church
is seeking financial salvation by
schooling priests in the art of
raising money,” says the article.
“For bigger donations, priests
lean on wealthy communicants
— sometimes . targeting the
black sheep in their flocks” to use
ill-gotten gains for “good.” They
also at times are said to “clev-
erly embarrass well-to-do mem-
bers into giving more.”

“Jews face much the same
cash problems,” says Money. “To
raise additional funds, the syn-
agogues may rent pews to mem-
bers for $200 to $2,000 a year
and charge from $50 to $500 for
tickets to High Holy Day services
in the fall,” as well as “ask for
additional pledges on the Day
of Atonement, when synagogues
hold memorial services for the
dead.” These emotional occa-
sions are the best times to raise
money, according to one offi-
cial, “because people are com-
pletely guilt-ridden.” An example
was given where one synagogue
even “went to court to collect
three unpaid pledges to a build-
ing fund.”

The Divine One, to whom such
“giving” is supposedly directed,
offers a sharply contrasting view
of “fund raising” in his written
Word: “Let each one do just as

he has resolved in his heart, not
grudgingly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.”
— 2 Corinthians 9:7.

World Government
Sought

“The nations must unite into a
single government that can con-
trol armaments and prevent war,”
says writer Ben Bova in Omni
magazine. "But,” he asks, “how
do you get there from here?”

For an answer he refers to the
solution offered by the Ameri-
can Movement for World Gov-
ernment, whose motto is “One
world or none” and whose goal
is “working to achieve that ‘one
world’ and avoid nuclear catas-
trophe.” This organization, he
writes, foresees a “tidal wave”
of public opinion that will re-
sult in a world federation “under
which each nation maintains its
own form of society and control
within its own borders. ... As
a condition of membership, all
national military power would be
transferred to the world govern-
ment for the common defense.”
Eventually, it believes, all nations
will join and “the world will be
relieved of the threat of nuclear
war—and of all war.”

He concludes: “Most people
regard such a world government
as pie in the sky, a science-fiction
dream that can never come true.
A dream it is, but compared to
the nightmare ... of nuclear war,
it is a dream well worth believing
in, and working toward.”

However, students of God’s
Word know that world govern-
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ment is not a dream but a reality.
And rather than human efforts
bringing about a federation of
existing nations, it is God who
will establish world rule under his
promised kingdom. The Bible as-
sures us that soon this kingdom
will act to “crush and put an end
to all these kingdoms [of men],
and it itself will stand to times
indefinite.”— Daniel 2:44.

Truman on
Prophecy

According to a New York Times
report, former US president Har-
ry S. Truman expressed concern
“that the world might soon end
in a nuclear holocaust.” Truman,
who approved the use of the
atomic bomb in World War I,
wrote in a recently uncovered
1958 memorandum: “Now we are
faced with total destruction. The
old Hebrew prophets presented
the idea of the destruction of the
world by fire after their presen-
tation of a destruction by water.
Well, that destruction is at hand
unless the great leaders of the
world prevent it.”

But the destruction mentioned
in the Bible at 2 Peter 3:
5-13 and Revelation 16:14, 16
is God’s war, the “day of Jeho-
vah” for cleansing the earth of
wickedness. Rather than allowing
man to wreak ‘total destruction
in a nuclear holocaust,” He will
first “bring to ruin those ruin-
ing the earth,” while preserving
alive those who support His king-
dom. There is no power that can
prevent this from taking place.
— Revelation 11:18; 21:5.
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Questions from Readers

m Why is the phrase “which is in heaven” omitted from John 3:13
in the New World Translation and some other versions?

In older translations of the Bi-
ble John 3:13 reads something
like this: “And no man hath as-
cended up to heaven, but he that
came down from heaven, even the
Son of man which is in heaven."
(Authorized Version, italics added)
But it has been debated whether
Jesus actually uttered the expres-
sion printed in italics.

Contextually, Jesus was explain-
ing that it was difficult for the Jew-
ish ruler Nicodemus to understand
about heavenly things. However,
Jesus himself understood these
matters, having come down from
heaven. Do you think it is reason-
able that Jesus would then have
said that he ‘was then in heaven’?

Persons who believe that Jesus
was part of a triune deity have held
that this expression fits here and
merely reflects Jesus’ two natures,
human and divine. This would im-
ply that while Jesus was on earth
as a man he was still part of a
heavenly godhead. And persons
holding such a view might point to
some ancient Greek manuscripts,
or early versions that include the
words, as serving as the basis for
including them in newer transla-
tions too.

However, many ancient Greek
manuscripts do not include this
phrase. These include the respect-
ed Sinaitic Manuscript and the Vat-
ican Manuscript No. 1209, both
of the fourth century. Thus, the

questionable words were rejected
by scholars B. F. Westcott and
F. J. A. Hort in preparing their
master Greek text, upon which the
New World Translation of the Chris-
tian Greek Scriptures was based.
Similarly, the words are omitted
from The Greek New Testament
(3rd edition, 1975) by the Unit-
ed Bible Society. Commenting on
this fact, Dr. Bruce M. Metzger
writes: “The majority of the Com-
mittee, impressed by the quality of
the external attestation supporting
the shorter reading [which omits
the phrase], regarded the words

[“which is in heaven”] as an in-
terpretative gloss, reflecting later
Christological development.” That
is to say, the words evidently were
added by a copyist at a later
time, perhaps after the doctrine of
a triune god had been absorbed
from non-Christian religions.

With good reason, then, many
modern translations of the Bible
omit the words or relegate them to
a footnote. Examples of these are:
Today's English Version, The Riv-
erside New Testament, New Amer-
ican Standard and Revised Stan-
dard as well as the translations
by James Moffatt, Edgar J. Good-
speed, R. A. Knox and J. B. Phil-
lips.

m Was Paul referring to the Jews or to the Gentiles when he said
at Romans 1:25 that some “rendered sacred service to the creation
rather than the One who created”?

This description could apply to
either Jews or non-Jews, for both
had been guilty of this. Yet the
apostle Paul's argument in Ro-
mans chapter one was particu-
larly about apostate Israel of old.

Creation abundantly testified
to the existence of an Almighty
God and Creator. It would have
been inexcusable even for Gen-
tiles to worship images made
in the likeness of some animal,
but God had specifically warned
the Israelites against idolatry and
thus they were more inexcusable.
— Romans 1:18-23; Deuterono-
my 4:15-19; 5:8, 9.

Still, the Israelites often ignored

the truth they knew about God
and worshiped “the creation rath-
er than the One who created.”
(Romans 1:24, 25) For exam-
ple, they sinned with the goddess
Ashtoreth (represented as a nude
female with exaggerated sex or-
gans) and with golden calves.
(1 Kings 11:5, 33; 12:26-28;
2 Kings 10:28, 29) This even led
them into degraded sexual prac-
tices and ungodly dispositions.
Hence, these apostate lIsraelites
who knew “the righteous decree
of God” about such sins were
clearly reprehensible and needed
to exercise faith in Christ’'s ran-
som.— Romans 1:26-32.
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