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_____ Our Needs_____-Can Governments F ill Them?

SUFFICIENT food to eat, pure water 
to drink, suitable clothing to wear 
and a house to live in—these are ba­

sic necessities of life. Around the world, 
under every kind of economic system, 
people strive for these basic needs.

Do you spend most of your waking 
hours trying to get them? Does the gov­
ernment of the land you live in adequate­
ly provide the means to obtain them? 
What is the record, worldwide, of gov­
ernments in this regard?
Food to E at

“At least some 450 million people—perhaps 
as many as a billion—have less food than 
is necessary for basic survival/'—Scientific American.

“Changes in the average U.S. diet during 
this century have amounted to a w ave of 
malnutrition . . . that could damage health  
by being a causal factor in hypertension and 
chronic diseases.”—Testimony by physicians, 
nutritionists and scientists to a US Senate Se­
lect Committee.

W ater to D rin k
“Over half the peoples of the Third World 

do not have safe water to drink.”—Earth- 
scan, as quoted in World Press Review.

“The river [Rhine, source of drinking wa­
ter for 18 million Europeans] carries away  
the wastes of 60 million people . . .  In 1973, 
some 55 per cent of the waste water was not 
treated or only partially treated before being 
discharged into the river.”— World Health 
(magazine of the World Health Organization).

“The ground water in much of the [Unit­
ed States is] being threatened by widespread 
contamination from toxic organic chemicals.” 
—The New York Times.

C lothing an d  S h elter
Around the world “800 million are without 

housing.”—El Tiempo, Colombia.
In one relatively stable South American 

land “more than half [the population] . . . 
have no decent clothing, live in miserable 
homes and lack supplies of drinking water.” 
—El Espectador, Colombia.
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Why Do These Shortages Persist?Governments give many reasons for 
these shortages. See if you think that they are valid.1. Much malnutrition is blamed on ig­
norance. People just do not know the 
correct foods to eat.

2. Some say there is enough food in the 
world but that, as a news report shows, “lack of transport, and not of food, is one of the main reasons for famine and 
malnutrition in the Third World.”

3. The Food and Agriculture Organi­zation (FAO) claims that slow negotia­
tions and protectionist policies restrict the access of developing countries to the 
markets of developed countries.

4. Many nations find themselves hav­
ing to choose between buying arma­
ments and providing needed food for the poor. The money spent annually on the 
world’s armaments “would be enough to satisfy the basic necessities of the Third 
World until the year 2000 . . .  The small­est savings in defense costs would make it possible to supply drinking water—an 
essential element for life—to 1,200 mil­
lion people. W ith the resources used to 
build and operate one modern submarine,

450,000 modest homes could be built.” —El Tiempo.
A Basic ReasonYou may agree that the above prob­lems contribute to the difficulties in pro­

viding the necessities for mankind. But 
behind them lies something more basic: 
This system of things encourages every­one to be totally self-centered. Individuals ‘look after number one.’ Commercial in­
terests pollute the environment in the pursuit of profit. Social groups jealously guard their privileges and are unwill­ing to make sacrifices to help those less 
fortunate. Nations fiercely defend their 
sovereignty and promote their own in­terests, no matter who else suffers.

It is evident that international cooper­ation of the highest quality is required if the basic necessities of all mankind are going to be supplied. In the present system of things no one but the most idealistic thinks that such cooperation will ever take place. Do you, honestly?
Is There a Solution?Yes, there is. But it comes from a 

source that many do not recognize. It may even surprise you.

How Our Needs___ W ill___Be Filled
(4  A FTER 30 years of international 

x \cooperation , the number of hun­
gry people keeps on increasing,” said the director general of the Food and Agri­
culture Organization (FAO). He admitted

that "the policy followed until now has been a failure.”
Given the present self-centered atti­

tudes of the nations, no international ef­
forts can ever be truly effective in solving
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the problem of providing basic neces­
sities for all mankind. Something more is needed. W hat is that? Many think­ing persons have concluded that what is needed is:

World Government
There has to be a world government 

with the authority and power to con­
trol the world’s resources and organize a proper distribution of goods, in order 
to make sure that no one suffers want. Is such a world government possible? 
Two attempts at world government, the League of Nations and the United Na­tions organization, have utterly failed 
to solve the problems caused by selfish nationalism.

So where can an effective world gov­ernment be found? Evidently, it has to come from outside this world system of 
things. But is there such an authority with the capacity to organize a world 
government? Yes, there is one that has 
a record of deep concern for the welfare 
of humanity. That authority is God.In this materialistic twentieth century, 
this may sound strange. Is it realistic to 
hope for world rulership by God? Is there any evidence that God is even interested in being a world ruler? And if so, would his rule be better than the man-rule that 
we have endured for so long?

A Realistic Hope
In the minds of many—even of many 

who believe in God—religious things are 
somehow separate from the “real world.” It is all right, for example, to speak of their going to heaven when they die. But they feel that it is not realistic to expect God to do something here on earth, such as actually ruling the world. Do you feel 
that way?Have you ever considered how much we rely on God’s laws even now? The air we breathe, the rain, the sunshine, everything that makes life possible is

governed by what is often called natu­
ral laws, actually God’s laws. Whether 
people profess to believe in God or not, 
they are completely dependent on God. (Matthew 5:45; Acts 14:17) Should it be 
surprising if God, whose laws control the 
wind, rain and sun, also set out laws to 
govern the affairs of mankind?

Besides, did you realize that, about
3,500 years ago, Jehovah God selected a 
people, organized them as a nation and 
provided them a government in which 
he was King? That nation was Israel, 
and one of their prophets later wrote: “Jehovah is our Judge, Jehovah is our 
Statute-giver, Jehovah is our King; he 
himself will save us.”—Isaiah 33:22.

God’s Rule and Its Results
How did it work out for the Israelites? As long as they kept God’s law, they 

prospered in every way. After the first forty-five years of God-rule, one of their 
leaders reported: “Not a promise failed 
out of all the good promise that Jehovah 
had made to the house of Israel; it all 
came true.”—Joshua 21:45.

The experience of the Israelites shows 
that it is quite reasonable to speak of rul­
ership by God. Just as he ruled directly 
over that small Middle Eastern nation, he is able to rule the whole earth. Will he?

Two thousand years ago the Christian 
apostle John heard something that gives 
strong reason for us to be confident that 
God will act in behalf of humankind. 
John was granted a vision of things to 
come, and in the middle of that vision 
he heard the exultant cry: “The king­dom of the world did become the king­dom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will rule as king forever and ever.” 
Then John heard the heartfelt expres­
sion: “We thank you, Jehovah God, the Almighty, . . . because you have taken your great power and begun ruling as 
king.”—Revelation 11:15, 17.
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This vision—inspired by God himself— 
foretold God’s taking over “the kingdom 
of the world.” Yes, he will be world rul­
er, and “his Christ,” Jesus, will be his 
appointed administrator. Thus we have 
a firm assurance that Jehovah God will 
have a world government.

This world government by God is the 
central theme of the Bible. Jesus taught 
us to pray for it in the Lord’s Prayer 
when he said: “Let your kingdom come. 
Let your will take place, as in heaven, 
also upon earth.” (Matthew 6:10) Through 
the mouths of many prophets Jehovah 
God pointed to this kingdom as the only 
means by which the deep-rooted prob­
lems of this world will ever be solved. 
Will it be more successful than man’s 
governments? Well, consider.

Water to D rink: Jehovah God is the 
Creator of the earth. He fully understands 
its ecology. To the prophet Amos he re­
vealed that he “is calling for the waters 
of the sea, that he may pour them out 
upon the surface of the earth.” (Amos 
9:6) He fully understands this planet’s

water cycle and can exercise complete 
control over it.

While he was directly ruling the an­
cient Israelites, he promised: “Jehovah 
will open up to you his good storehouse, 
the heavens, to give the rain on your 
land in its season.” (Deuteronomy 28:12) 
As long as his people were faithful, he 
fulfilled that promise. And he is equally able to guarantee abundant water sup­
plies for all under his world government.

Food to Eat: Experts say that one of 
the biggest obstacles to feeding the hun­
gry is the barrier of nationalism. God’s 
world government has the power to tear 
down those barriers. The inspired proph­
et wrote: “[God] will certainly . . .  set matters straight respecting mighty na­tions far away. And they will have to 
beat their swords into plowshares and 
their spears into pruning shears. They 
will not lift up sword, nation against 
nation, neither will they learn war any­
more.”—Micah 4:3.

Is such a thing possible? It is indeed. 
In fact, it is happening right now! There 
is a society of people numbering mil-
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lions around the world who have already 
subjected themselves to God’s kingdom. They no longer view things in a nar­
row, nationalistic or racial way, but they 
view one another as brothers, working 
together to do God’s will. The existence 
of this body of people is a proof of the 
reality of God’s world government. Who are they? We are speaking of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses.

Jehovah God has promised that he 
will bless the earth and it will produce 
abundantly. Through the mouth of the 
psalmist, he said: “The earth itself will 
certainly give its produce.” “There will 
come to be plenty of grain on the earth; 
on the top of the mountains there will 
be an overflow.” (Psalm 67:6; 72:16) Yes, 
under the world rule of God’s kingdom there will be no obstacle to this basic 
essential’s being richly supplied.

Clothing and Shelter: Jesus showed 
God’s loving concern for the physical 
welfare of his servants when he said: 
“Take a lesson from the lilies of the field, 
how they are growing; they do not toil, 
nor do they spin; but I say to you that 
not even Solomon in all his glory was 
arrayed as one of these. If, now, God 
thus clothes the vegetation of the field, 
. . .  will he not much rather clothe you?” 
—Matthew 6:28-30.

Yes, God cares for his servants even 
now. Jehovah’s Witnesses can vouch for 
the truth of this. Certainly, then, when 
his world government rules this entire 
earth, there will be no lack of anything 
essential for our happiness.

Will You Be a Part?
Does this world government sound in­

viting? Surely, any reasonable person 
would like to live under such a system. 
First, though, we must study the gov­ernment’s constitution. This has already been published in the Holy Bible. We must learn the laws that have to be

Only God’s kingdom will 
provide all m ankind with . . .

□ Plenty of good food
□ Ample pure water
□ Suitable clothing
□ Comfortable housing

obeyed if we are to live under God’s 
government.

This may involve changes in our life. 
The self-centeredness that is so much 
a part of this system of things has no 
place in God’s arrangement. Subjects of 
God’s kingdom must love him with their 
whole being, and also love their neigh­
bor as themselves. Moreover, continuing 
in practices such as lying, stealing, immo­
rality, cheating, drunkenness and drug 
addiction would make us ineligible for 
life under that government.—Matthew 
22:37-39; 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10.

Is it worth the effort? Yes, indeed. 
Only Jehovah God knows how good life 
could be on this planet under the right 
kind of government. In the Bible he has 
given some indications. Those who now 
serve God sincerely already feel some of 
the happiness and peace of mind that 
will exist then.

According to all the evidence, very 
soon those who become subjects of God’s 
kingdom will get to see and enjoy the 
whole picture. Yes, events occurring in 
fulfillment of Bible prophecy today in­
dicate that the kingdom of God is near 
and about to take over control from the divided, unsuccessful governments of 
this world. (Luke 21:25-28, 31; Daniel 2: 
44) Would you like to be a part of all 
of it? W hy not now look into it further 
for yourself? Learn to have confidence 
in Jehovah God and his world govern­
ment, the only solution to the problems 
of our day.
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Those W eaknesses_______________Can Be Overcome
THREE problems, more than others, 

seem to trouble modem youths as 
well as many adults. W hat are they? 

Alcoholism, smoking and masturbation 
(also known as self-abuse or autoerotism).

These habits appeal to the weakness­
es of the flesh, and the modern envi­
ronment makes it especially difficult to 
overcome them. For instance, liquor and 
cigarettes are appealingly advertised far 
and wide. Erotic inclinations are abet­
ted by an avalanche of pornographic 
literature, motion pictures and television 
programs. But this does not mean that 
these problems or weaknesses cannot be 
overcome.

Divinely Provided Aids
In this regard it is helpful to consider 

the example of the apostle Paul. Chris­
tian apostle though he was, he confessed 
that he failed to do the things he wanted 
to do and did the things he did not want 
to do. (Romans 7:14-25) However, he also 
said: “I pummel my body and lead it 
as a slave, that, after I have preached 
to others, I myself should not become 
disapproved somehow.” (1 Corinthians 9: 
27) In fact, he was able to say to his 
fellow Jews: “Men, brothers, I have be­
haved before God with a perfectly clear 
conscience down to this day.”—Acts 23: 
1; 22:3.

W hat divinely provided aids are there 
to assist us in ‘pummeling our bodies’? 
How can we be helped to ‘behave with 
a perfectly clear conscience’ as regards
8 THE WATCHTOWER— OCTOBER 15, 1982

such weaknesses as alcoholism, tobacco addiction and masturbation?
God’s Word, the Holy Bible, is one 

indispensable aid. Reading it regularly, 
yes, daily, and especially such portions 
as the Psalms, the book of Proverbs and 
the Christian Greek Scriptures, can be of 
great help. True it is that ‘man does not live on bread alone but on the truths 
coming from God’s mouth’ and found in 
His Word, the Sacred Scriptures.—Mat­thew 4:4.

We gain spiritual strength from read­
ing God’s Word and Christian publica­
tions that help us to understand and apply it. These give us a better view of 
what pleases our Creator, Jehovah God. Moreover, we get good motivation from 
the righteous precepts and warning ex­
amples recorded in God’s Word. We are 
thus helped to love—and to do—what is 
good and right, while hating, yes, abhor­
ring, what is bad, or wicked.—Psalm 97: 10; Romans 12:9.

Prayer to God is another great aid. 
Time and again Christians have testified 
to prayer’s great help in combating their 
weaknesses. This was so with one Chris­tian woman who was having a difficult time breaking the cigarette habit. Upon hearing a fine Bible lecture on the sub­
ject of prayer, she went home, prayed 
earnestly to Jehovah God to aid her in 
overcoming the habit, and from then on she had no further problem with it. (Philippians 4:6, 7) When we ask God, 
in all sincerity, to forgive us for having 
transgressed along a certain line, we get



a sense of relief and are helped to make a fresh start in our struggle.
God’s holy spirit, or active force, also 

is an aid. It is available to us if we 
pray for it. Jesus said: "If you, although 
being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will the Father in heaven give holy 
spirit to those asking him.” That holy spirit is a powerful force. (Luke 11:13; 
Zechariah 4:6) If we yield to its influ­ence, we will be helped, for the fruitage 
of the spirit includes self-control, essen­tial in coping with plaguing problems. 
—Galatians 5:22, 23.

Mature Christians also can be a source 
of help. Especially is this true of those who have spiritual qualifications, such 
as the congregational elders. By taking an elder into our confidence, we can be 
greatly aided in our struggle. But others can help also. The “aged women” may 
be able to help younger women. (Titus 
2:3-5) For example, one retired nurse 
who had smoked heavily all her life was 
determined to stop smoking so that she could qualify for baptism. She set a cer­
tain date and told her close Christian as­sociates about her determination. Well, 
every day one of these fellow believers 
either phoned her or visited her to give 
her moral support. The result was that by 
the end of the week she had completely 
overcome her craving for cigarettes.So, then, we have noted four basic 
avenues of aid: (1) reading and study­ing God’s Word, together with Chris­
tian literature; (2) persevering in prayer; 
(3) yielding to the influence of God’s holy spirit; and (4) enlisting the aid of mature Christians. In these ways, many, many persons have been helped in their 
struggle to overcome weaknesses. Yet, some have a far more difficult time con­quering weaknesses than do others. Are there yet other aids that they could ef­fectively use?

Why More Difficulty?
W hy do some have more difficulty 

than do others in overcoming certain 
weaknesses? Without doubt, there is the 
matter of spiritual immaturity. Anyone who fails to make use of the aids pre­
viously mentioned, or who uses them 
merely in a perfunctory way, is bound to have a more difficult time overcom­
ing his weaknesses.

Ancestry is another factor. Some ap­
parently have acquired certain weak­
nesses from their parents, or even their 
grandparents, in much the same way 
that one may have a predisposition to a 
disease, such as diabetes. So with respect to weaknesses it seems that ‘fathers have eaten unripe grapes and their sons’ teeth have been set on edge.’—Ezekiel 18:2.

There is also the matter of how fre­
quently or how avidly a person has pur­
sued a questionable course. This has great 
bearing on how firmly he is addicted 
to it. To illustrate: An individual who is 
smoking only half a pack of cigarettes a 
day would likely have less trouble stop­
ping the practice than would one smok­
ing three packs a day, a chain smoker.

Environment also may have a bearing 
on the problem. For instance, a wife may 
want to stop smoking, but her husband 
and teenage children may all smoke. It 
would be far more difficult for her to 
break the habit than it would be for a 
woman whose family did not use tobac­co. Likewise, if prior to gaining Scriptur­
al knowledge a person had the habit of 
dwelling on unclean thoughts, it would 
be more difficult for him to obey the in­junction at Philippians 4:8 to think noble 
thoughts, and especially so if he had to 
work secularly among those whose con­
versation was prurient.

Overcoming Alcohol AbuseW hat other approach might be taken 
by a person who seems to have an al-
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most insurmountable problem with his 
weakness? There is what is known as 
the somatic approach. It might be called the psychosomatic principle in reverse. 
The psychosomatic principle is that the 
body and mind are one and so the mind and the emotions (the psyche) affect the body (the soma). But the reverse is also 
true; the condition of the body affects 
the mind. Thus cancer patients often suf­fer from mental depression. Accordingly, 
certain nutritionists hold that by build­ing up physical health through proper 
eating habits a person would be better equipped to overcome the craving for alcohol.

In one experiment, rats were supplied with plain water and with water con­
taining alcohol. Some rats drank heavily 
of the water containing alcohol, others 
drank only comparatively little and one 
rat never drank of it. When the rats were fed a diet especially rich in vi­
tamins and minerals, by and large they greatly decreased their drinking of the water with the alcohol. But when giv­
en a diet greatly deficient in essential nutrients, all the rats began drinking 
large quantities of the water contain­
ing alcohol. The experimenters, among 
whom were some foremost medical re­searchers, reached the conclusion that there is a definite relationship between 
the likelihood of alcohol addiction and faulty nutrition; also that genetic differ­
ences accounted for the varying amounts 
of water containing alcohol that the var­ious rats drank.

These findings have been used with 
good results by some members of the medical profession in dealing with alco­holics. However, the physicians empha­size that for the nutritional approach to be effective a person must have a sincere desire to overcome addiction to alcohol, for it would be a mistake to ignore the 
moral aspect of alcoholism. They do not
10 THE WATCHTOWER— OCTOBER 15, 1982

agree with those who would have us be­
lieve that alcoholism is a purely medical 
problem. Nor do they overlook the fact 
that most likely there was either culpa­
bility or negligence on the part of those 
who became addicted to alcohol, even 
though the genetic factor and faulty nu­
trition may have played decisive roles.

Those who desire to live godly lives 
are especially concerned with God’s view 
of alcohol abuse. His sacred Word leaves 
no doubt that immoderate indulgence in 
alcoholic beverages is to be shunned by 
those desiring divine favor. (Proverbs 23: 
29-35; 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10) This supplies 
unequaled motivation in overcoming a 
weakness of this kind.

Giving Up the Tobacco Habit
A certain physician was addicted to 

tobacco and repeatedly tried to quit us­
ing it. But he did not succeed until he 
decided to become a Christian. It was 
not easy to stop smoking, but not too 
difficult. (2 Corinthians 7:1) However, another physician, this doctor’s fleshly 
brother, was faced with the same prob­
lem. In his case, overcoming the habit 
took a supreme effort, as he was a chain 
smoker. Though he eventually succeed­
ed, he said that breaking off the habit 
nearly drove him to commit suicide.

Some nutritionists hold that proper nutrition will help a person to break 
the tobacco habit. They believe that of­
ten those addicted to tobacco have bad 
nerves, poor circulation or are overweight and that by remedying these problems 
there is a better chance of overcoming 
the addiction.

Another somatic approach (known as “One Step at a Time”) consists of smok­ing cigarettes with certain filters. First, the smoker uses a filter that removes 25 percent of the nicotine. Then for two 
weeks he uses one that filters out 50 per­
cent; next, one that removes 75 percent;



and, finally, one that filters out 90 per­
cent. It is claimed that after that a per­
son should have no difficulty in stopping altogether.

Combating Masturbation
Another problem that vexes many, 

especially young persons, is masturba­
tion, self-abuse or autoerotism. True, the 
Bible does not refer to masturbation by 
name. However, since it is usually as­
sociated with sexual fantasies, it is cer­
tainly condemned by all the scriptures 
that speak against such thinking and ac­
tion. For example, consider Romans 13: 14; Galatians 5:19, 24; Ephesians 5:3-5; 
1 Thessalonians 4:3-5; 1 Peter 2:11.

It is not our purpose here to discuss 
the very controversial subject of just 
how harmful masturbation may be to 
the body. Still, it is indeed of interest 
that the late Alexis Carrel, noted biol­ogist and Nobel prize winner, stated in 
his book Man, the Unknown: “It is well 
known that sexual excesses impede in­
tellectual activity,” and that self-control 
is essential to the full use of one’s men­
tal powers. As a help, what somatic ap­
proach might be tried?

Often those who indulge frequently in 
masturbation are of a highly nervous 
disposition and are troubled with insom­nia. To the extent that they can improve their physical health, strengthen their 
nerves and improve their sleep, they will 
also be helped in controlling themselves 
in this matter.

Abstemiousness at the table is another 
great help. The Encyclopaedia Britanni- ca (1959 edition) under the heading “An- 
aphrodisiacs” says: “Avoidance of a diet 
rich in meats and spices, and especially of intoxicating beverages, is important.” It could well be that some will not agree with this statement. Regardless of argu­
ments presented, however, one may be 
helped by trying this somatic approach.

Are You Struggling?

What should you do if you realize 
that you need to overcome the 
abuse of alcohol, the tobacco habit 
or masturbation? See if you can 
draw more heavily on one or more 
of these divinely provided aids:

1. Read God’s Word regularly, 
drawing strength from it.
2. Pray to God daily, seeking his 
comfort and aid.
3. Ask God for his holy spirit, or 
active force.
4. Draw upon help available from 
mature Christians.

Cling to Bible Standards
Today, more than ever before, mem­

bers of the human race have difficulty in 
trying to live by the righteous standards 
found in the Bible. No doubt, among the 
factors accounting for this are heredity 
and also a person’s rearing and envi­
ronment. And not to be overlooked is 
the fact that Satan the Devil and his 
demons are out to debauch the human 
race. (Revelation 12:12) But, with God’s 
help and by clinging to Bible standards, 
a person can successfully resist the Ad­
versary.—James 4:7.

The somatic approach has at times 
provided help in dealing with the prob­
lems of alcoholism, tobacco addiction and masturbation. Nevertheless, the chief 
remedies are spiritual aids, including the 
studying of God’s Word and Christian 
publications, persisting in prayer, yield­
ing to the influence of Jehovah’s holy 
spirit and receiving the aid of mature 
Christians. With such help distressing 
weaknesses can indeed be overcome.
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.From Atheism.
to a Purposeful Life

As told by Fred N. Severud

ALTHOUGH I was raised in 
a very religious family in 

Norway, I became an atheist.
Why? An incident in my ear­
ly life helps to explain.

In 1909, when I was about 
ten years old, my little sister 
died at birth. My grandmoth­
er was frantic to get a min­
ister to baptize the baby so 
she would not go to hell and 
burn forever. When no minister was 
available, she grabbed the dirty water she had just bathed the baby in, sprin­
kled it over her head, said a prayer and 
“sent her to heaven.”

“W hy couldn’t we all go to heaven 
that easily?” I wondered. Seeds of doubt 
were sown that eventually caused me 
to lose all faith in God. I just could not 
understand what kind of God would tor­ture people in a burning hell.

I also could not accept the idea that life 
on earth is just preparing us for heaven. 
W hat purpose is there to life? Is it just 
to live seventy or eighty years and then 
die? Those were questions begging for answers. So when the time came for my 
confirmation, I refused to be confirmed into a Church that worshiped such a 
seemingly unreasonable God. I had been going to church just to make my parents happy, but I would clench my teeth at 
the minister and say about him to my­self, “You hypocrite!” Everyone who got 
confirmed got a new suit. But no confir­mation and no new suit for me!
12 THE WATCHTOWER— OCTOBER 15, 1982

A New Direction to My Life
At the university I attend­ed, for some reason I was the teacher’s favorite student. One 

day the teacher asked me to give a lecture to the class on 
the subject of evolution, which 
I did. As an atheist, I believed 
in evolution. Yet after the lec­
ture, I told the teacher that 
there was one thing I did not 

understand.“W hat happened before the eye de­
veloped?” I asked. The teacher answered 
that the eye started with some soft 
spots in the skull; millions of years went 
by and finally the eye developed. “You 
mean to say they just stumbled around 
not knowing where they were going?” 
I just wanted to know. I did not mean to argue.

But the teacher got so angry and em­
barrassed that he gave me a low grade. 
And that may have changed my whole 
life. You see, that bad grade disqualified 
me from being the leader of the cadets at the prestigious military school I at­
tended. Had that not happened I might have chosen a military career. So instead I took up engineering.

I graduated as a civil and structural engineer, and I married a girl I had met while at the university. In 1923 we left 
our native Norway and headed for the 
United States, where I hoped to fulfill 
my ambition “to become the greatest 
engineer in the world.”



Then, an unexpected turn of events gave my life a new direction. Before we 
left Norway, our relatives had warned us not to speak about religion with my uncle Chris, in the United States. W hy not? Because he was a bit “funny in the head” when it came to religion, we were 
told. He was a “Bible Student,” as Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses were then called.

Well, upon arrival, who should meet 
us at the dock but Uncle Chris! And, yes, he did speak to us about his “strange re­ligion,” but we marveled at his answers. 
‘A God of love certainly does not torture souls in hell,’ he explained. ‘The earth has an eternal future in God’s purpose. 
And man was promised eternal life in 
perfect health right here on a paradise 
earth.’—Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10; Psalm 146:3, 
4; 104:5; Luke 23:43; Revelation 21:3, 4.I must admit that I felt drawn to this 
kind of God, but I was somewhat skep­tical. My wife, however, accepted all of 
it right away. I wanted to search more deeply to see if there were any flaws. 
Whenever my King James Bible seemed 
to disagree with what my uncle had said, 
I would do research, using Strong’s Ex­
haustive Concordance. Everything came 
up in favor of what the Bible Students 
were saying.

Back in Norway we had had to study the Bible as part of our schooling. So I had the “pieces,” as with a jigsaw puz­
zle, but I did not have the “picture.” 
However, the more I studied with my 
uncle, the more I saw there was a place 
for every piece, with no pieces left over. Finally, in 1935, I too accepted what I was learning and soon was baptized.I began to see a new direction to 
my life. I had to spend more time in 
pleasing God, while still supporting my growing family. Still interested in being a good engineer, I knew now that my 
life would be more satisfying by serving Jehovah God. Yet I also had to get my

business on its feet. The more I studied 
the Bible, the more I saw that I had put 
the cart before the horse. First I must 
serve Jehovah, and then all else (life’s 
necessities) would be added. (Matthew 6: 
33) And this is how it has worked out.

Jehovah’s Work Comes First
I had got a good business going by 

the time of the Depression in 1929. Then 
I couldn’t pay the wages of my staff, so 
I was forced to let all of them go. Later, 
as the economy began to pick up, I put 
in a bid on a job that would supply me 
with all the work I would need to get 
going again. However, quite a number 
of other engineers were also being con­
sidered for the job.

It was a housing job and various gov­
ernment guidelines had been stipulated. 
One was that there be flat concrete roofs 
with parapet walls. I knew that without 
special precautions the parapets would 
crack at the corners (which, by the way, 
happened to thirty-nine other projects 
that I knew of) because of the conflict be­
tween the insulated concrete roof, which 
was heated in the winter, and the par­
apets, which were out in the cold. The 
architect saw the point and recommend­
ed me for the job. Little did I realize 
that my determination to put Jehovah’s 
work first was about to be tested.

At that time Jehovah’s Witnesses were 
the objects of intense opposition due to 
their neutral political stand and their 
public preaching of God’s Word. Arrests 
were rampant, especially in New Jersey, 
where I was living.

On a certain Wednesday I had an ap­
pointment in Washington, DC, to formu­
late the new contract. But the Friday 
before the appointment, at our meeting 
at the Kingdom Hall, a letter from the 
Watchtower Society was read in which 
all the surrounding congregations were
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C Jit God °* *0ve C*0es n0t torture souls
■  ^ j j  in hell,’ he explained. I must adm it 

that I felt drawn to this kind of God

asked to counteract the unlawful arrests of our brothers.
We were invited to make peaceful calls that Sunday (just three days before 

my appointment!) on the homes of the residents of some towns in New Jersey to explain the beliefs of Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses. If many would support the di­
visional campaigns, as they were called, 
a good witness could be given. But we 
had to expect to spend 120 days in jail. If I were to go to jail I could be sure of 
not getting the job I so badly needed. After praying for Jehovah’s direction, I 
signed up. Jehovah’s work came first!

When working our assigned territo­
ry, we were approached by a policeman 
who called out brusquely: “W hat are you doing here?” Immediately a strange feeling came over me. “The job is gone!” 
I thought to myself. “But Jehovah will take care of me.” Quickly, a sister in the 
car asked the policeman to direct her to the nearest service station, as she had to use the rest room.

“You just passed one,” he retorted.
“I didn’t need it then,” she answered.So off we went to the service station. 

When we returned, fully expecting to be arrested, strangely there was no police­man, no arrest. Consequently I got the job after all!
Full Time in the Preaching WorkIt was my earnest desire to spend more time in the preaching and teaching 

work. To this end, when rehiring my former employees after the Depression, I 
asked them to be partners. Why? Well, in that way I could spend only three
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days in the office and four days in the Bible preaching and teaching work.
“You’ll be out preaching all the time,” 

they said. “W e’ll never see you.” I as­sured them I would come to the office as 
promised. So they agreed—they needed the work! Later, I took in more partners 
and reduced my office days to two.

I kept the goal of pioneering (full-time 
preaching work) before my children and 
all four of them have had a share in it, 
two daughters also serving for several years at the world headquarters of Je­
hovah’s Witnesses. W hen my youngest 
child was fifteen, I started pioneering.

Serving in Needy Areas
About the time I started pioneering, I 

asked the Watchtower Society where the 
need for kingdom preachers was greater. My family and I were directed to Strouds­burg, Pennsylvania, near enough to my 
business that I could spend two days a week in New York and the rest of the 
week pioneering. There were only eight Witnesses in East Stroudsburg when we 
moved there. Twenty years later, there 
was a thriving congregation, consisting 
of many whom we had the privilege of helping to become Christians.W ith such a strong group no longer needing our help, we felt it was time to seek out new fields where help was need­ed. The Society suggested an area near New York—Hackettstown, New Jersey. 
It was not long before a congregation was formed, then a second one.One man I called on there, when I in­troduced myself, asked, “W here are we going to sit, inside or out?” You can



y career did not suffer from  
putting Jehovah’s interests first, 
as my business partners had feared

imagine the puzzled look on my face. 
As it turned out, a short time before, in California, he had spent several hours talking to a Witness, which was the first 
time he had ever heard of Jehovah’s Witnesses. The Witness, excited about 
the man’s interest, asked him, “When 
you get home, why don’t you listen to a 
Witness who comes around?”

“I thought she had sent you,” the 
man explained. But I just happened to be there in the regular house-to-house preaching work. This man is now an el­der, and his wife and two daughters are 
in the full-time pioneer service.
Engineering Used to Jehovah’s Praise

In the late 1930’s, J. F. Rutherford, then president of the Watchtower So­
ciety, called on me to design a building 
to provide refuge for the Bethel family should intense persecution require their 
transfer to that location. Little did we know the future use of that building in Ithaca, New York—Gilead, a school de­
signed to train missionaries for ministe­
rial activity in foreign countries.

To keep up with the ever-increasing 
flow of Bible literature, there was a con­
tinuous need to expand the Watchtow­er Society’s printing facilities. Thus, in 1950 a new addition to the Bethel home was opened, as well as a new factory for printing Bibles and Bible literature. I had the privilege of designing both these buildings. Yet expansion was not limit­ed to the Society’s facilities in Brooklyn. Rather, it was decided that other proper­
ties of the Society be used, near its farm in upstate New York. And once again it

was my privilege to work on the plans.
In 1972, after I had been a pioneer for some twenty years, my wife’s health deteriorated, with disability in walking and speech. This made it necessary for 

me to stop pioneering. Nonetheless, my 
purpose in life is the same—to serve Je­
hovah God forever. I try to share in the 
preaching work every day. At eighty - two, I am still in fairly good health.

Worldly Prestige Versus Praising JehovahMy career did not suffer from putting 
Jehovah’s interests first, as my business 
partners had feared. In fact, as an engi­
neer I have had the privilege of helping 
to design many familiar structures, such as the Saint Louis, Missouri, Arch, “Gate­
way to the W est”; the Toronto City Hall; 
Madison Square Garden and a number 
of others, both in the United States and in other parts of the world. However, rather than seeking glory in being an 
engineer, I have come to appreciate that 
the real glory is spiritual. (Philippians 3: 
7, 8) Any abilities we have are because 
of being made by our Grand Creator in his image.—Genesis 1:26, 27.

How meaningless and empty my life would have been if I had continued as an 
atheist! As Psalm 14:1 says: “The sense­less one has said in his heart: ‘There is no Jehovah.’ ” How glad I am that I 
was led to a really worthwhile goal that brings satisfaction and eternal life! And I have the prospect, upon finishing my 
earthly course faithfully, of seeing face 
to face the Creator whose very existence 
I once doubted.
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G od’s Word Is Alive

Where Are the Dead?

THE man here who is crying is Jacob. He is very sad because he believes his beloved son Joseph has been killed. That long garment 
covered with blood that Jacob is holding belongs to Joseph. “A vi­cious wild beast must have devoured him!” cries Jacob. “Joseph is surely torn to pieces!”—Genesis 37:33.

The people gathered around Ja­cob are his other children. They

are trying to comfort their father. However, as the Catholic Douay Version of the Bible explains: “He 
would not receive comfort, but said: I will go down to my son into hell, mourning.”—Genesis 37:35.

Where did Jacob believe Joseph to be? Did he believe that Joseph went to a place of torment to spend eternity there, and did Jacob want to go there and meet him? Or, rath-

When Jacob tells his family that his son is in hell, what does he mean?
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God’s Word Is Alive

Hell— why would Job 
pray to go there?

er, was it that Jacob merely thought that his beloved son was dead and in the grave and that Jacob himself wanted to die?
Look at this man who is suf­fering great pain. He is faithful Job. In his distress he prays to God: “Who will grant me this, that thou mayst protect me in hell, and hide me till thy wrath pass, and appoint me a time when thou wilt remem­ber me?”—Job 14:13, Douay Version.
It is clear that Job wants to die to escape his suffering and pain. So what does he believe will be his condition when he dies? Where are the dead? Job does not believe that he will be alive in a place called hell when he dies, nor that he will be tormented there in fire. Job knows that when a person goes to what this Catholic Bible calls hell, he simply goes to his grave where there is no consciousness and hence no suffering. (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10) The original Hebrew word for this place of the dead is Sheol, and it means the common grave of man­kind. So, in the scriptures quoted here, some other Bibles, such as the

Authorized Version, read “grave” instead of “hell.”
Is there any hope for those un­conscious in the grave? Can they live again? Yes, the Bible says: “Death and hell [margin, “the grave”] de­livered up the dead which were in them.” (Revelation 20:13, 14, Au­thorized Version) What good news this is! God will bring back to life persons who have died, fulfilling the hope of persons such as Job who believed in the resurrection.—Job 14:14, 15.
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Insight on the News
Evolution’s 

“Black Hole”
“That the serpent of creation­

ism would be smitten by the 
righteous staff of science was 
really no surprise,” wrote D. P. 
Doyle, director of education poli­
cy studies at Washington’s Amer­
ican Enterprise Institute. His ar­
ticle in the Los Angeles Times 
went on to observe: “ Indeed . . . 
science everywhere reigns su­
preme. Our material abundance, 
our war machines, our comput­
er toys, the air waves trembling 
with phantom TV images, the poi­
soned atmosphere and polluted 
water all bear mute testimony to 
the role and place of science.”

Yet when it comes to scien­
tific support of evolution, Doyle 
asked: “ In what way is scientif­
ic evidence overwhelming?” His 
answer: “Of course, science sim­
ply beats creationism all hollow 
when it comes to describing di­
nosaurs, meteorites, fossils and 
big bangs. But at the center of 
the scientific enterprise is a nag­
ging doubt, a sort of spiritual 
black hole.”

This “spiritual black hole” ex­
ists because “any thoughtful per­
son must, in the face of physical 
reality, wonder if there is any larg­
er purpose to life,” explained the 
researcher. Though “science can 
explain how the world works,” 
Doyle warned: “At issue is the 
more important question about 
man’s role in the universe, man’s 
sense of purpose, his vision of 
a moral order— or, more impor­
tant, the possibility of a moral

order. The scientific evolution­
ists, who rail against creationism 
with the enthusiasm and finesse 
of Goliath, are in mortal danger 
of missing this critical point.”

Jesus’ “Mistake”?
A review of the recent book 

Christians and Politics by Haitian 
theologian Fritz Fontius appeared 
in the periodical Fraternite Ma­
tin of Abidjan, Ivory Coast. The 
review observed:

“The pastor recognizes that 
what is remembered about Je­
sus Christ himself is the image 
of one who ‘scrupulously kept 
separate from politics.’ . . .  Af­
ter him, his apostles', particular­
ly Paul and Peter, preached the 
same attitude of the nonpolitical 
Christian. It could also be men­
tioned here that Jesus’ attitude 
originated from the mistake he 
made in believing in the immi­
nence of the end of the world. 
All his efforts turned to heaven. 
Today Jehovah’s Witnesses per­
petuate the same error.”

It is gratifying to know that 
Jehovah’s Witnesses are consid­
ered to be in such good com­
pany when making this so-called 
mistake, or error. Certainly it is 
true that belief in a coming end 
of the world’s political systems 
affected how Jesus and his dis­
ciples viewed politics. What ap­
parently escapes the Fraternite 
Matin book reviewer is that Je­
sus “scrupulously kept separate 
from politics” primarily because 
his “kingdom is no part of this 
world,” whose ruler he identi­

fied as Satan.— John 18:36; 14: 
30; Matthew 4:8-10.

The determining factor in the 
political neutrality of true Chris­
tians then and now is that they 
are also ‘no part of Satan’s 
world.’ Rather, their allegiance is 
to God’s kingdom as the only 
government that can truly solve 
human problems.— John 17:16; 
Matthew 6:33.

Government
“Trembling”

Under the headline “The ‘Rock’ 
of Government Is Trembling All 
Over the World,” a Washington 
Post column noted that recent 
military conflicts worldwide “ rein­
force the idea that events are 
out of control.” The newspaper 
then drew attention to a pub­
lished political analysis by Hor­
ace W. Busby, a former presiden­
tial aide and political consultant. 
Busby observed that “since the 
1960s, governments everywhere, 
West and East, have begun not 
to work.” Using problems in the 
United States to illustrate, he as­
serted that “the institutions with­
in the system are tending to 
paralysis, unable to address or 
deal successfully with an increas­
ing number of decisions critical 
to orderly governance.”

This explains why observers 
with knowledge of God’s purpose 
soon to replace such “trembling” 
governments with a global king­
dom that really works do not 
continue to support futile efforts 
to prop them up.— Daniel 2:44.

18 THE WATCHTOWER— OCTOBER 15, 1982



Do Children Want Rules?.__
U ] ^ J O  MATTER how su-I  1  perficially mature a 
child appears to be,” says 
Dr. Harry Mendelsohn, di­
rector of family therapy at 
New York’s Montefiore Hos­pital and Medical Center, 
“he is still a child.” And rules will still be needed. He explains: “A parent has to take charge. A family is not a democracy, although input 
from each child should be 
encouraged. But ultimately all decisions must rest with 
the parents. Rules should 
be made, they should be explicit and repeated over and over again. Children shouldn’t have the responsi­bility for making their own rules.”—New York Daily 
News, September 13, 1981.

“Children are great con artists,” says a youth center 
administrator. “They deny they want rules, but if you break down the con, you find otherwise. The bedrock 
is that they think reasonable 
rules are a sign of love.”

Do children agree? From a set of “Rules for Parents by Boys in a Reform School,” here are some of the things they are saying:
"Bug us a little. Be strict and 

consistent in dishing out dis­
cipline. Show us w ho’s boss. It 
gives us a feeling of security

to know w e’v e  got some strong 
support.

“Light a candle; show  us the 
w ay. Tell us God is not dead, 
sleeping, or on vacation. W e  
need to believe in som ething 
bigger and stronger than our­
selves.

“If you catch us lying, steal­
ing or being cruel, let us know  
w hy what w e did was wrong. 
W hen w e need punishment, 
dish it out, but let us know  
you still love us.

“Call our bluff. Don’t be 
w ishy-w ashy and don’t be in­
timidated by our threats to 
drop out of school or leave  
home. Stand firm. Kids don’t 
really want everyth ing they  
ask for.”

All of this is well ex­
pressed in a brief statement 
by the wisest of all par­
ents, the greatest of child- 
welfare administrators, Je­
hovah God. In his inspired 
Word, the Bible, it is said: 
“You, fathers, do not be ir­
ritating your children, but 
go on bringing them up in 
the discipline and mental­
regulating of Jehovah .” (Ephesians 6:4) The Creator understands not only what 
children want but also what 
parents need. W hether you 
are a youth or a parent, give attention to the helpful 
points in the following two 
articles.
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Sound Guidancefor.T oday’s ̂ buth-
AS A young per­son, are you 

concerned abou t your future? Does 
the  world some­times seem fright­
ening? Would you like to know how to deal with life’s prob­
lems and where to find reliable guidance 
and sound wisdom?

2 You can find such help in an ancient book that offers to give “to a young man 
knowledge and thinking ability.” W hat is that book? It is the book of PROV­
ERBS, in the Bible. If you are a young person, you should read that Bible book, 
for it can help you to be happy and suc­
cessful. If you are an adult, especially a 
parent, that book can aid you in seeing 
how you can best help your children or 
young friends. The first nine chapters of Proverbs provide counsel as from a lov­
ing father to his son. He says: “Hear, my 
son, and accept my sayings.. . .  I will in­
struct you even in the way of wisdom.” 
—Proverbs 1:1-4; 4:10, 11.

3 Of course, not everyone wants such help. Some people prefer to do things their way. They do not want advice 
—not even from God. But Proverbs says: “A wise person will listen and take in 
more instruction.” (Proverbs 1:5) This book shows how to have a happier
1, 2. (a) What questions are addressed to young people? (b) Where can reliable answers be found? 
3. What information, of value to youths, does the book of Proverbs provide?

life. It deals with moral law. It shows the happy results of 
right living. It can help you make wise decisions. It shows 
th a t wisdom and 

knowledge will give pleasure and that 
staying away from troublemakers can 
save your life. The book of Proverbs 
provides skillful direction, both for you 
young people and for your elders.

Wisdom and Knowledge
4 God who created all things is also 

the source of wisdom. He wants his wise 
way known. He has it proclaimed “in 
the very street” so everyone can hear. 
But most persons do not want to listen. 
Many do not like the source from which 
it comes. Proverbs says: “The fear of 
Jehovah is the start of wisdom.” And: 
“The fear of Jehovah is the beginning 
of knowledge. Wisdom and discipline are 
what mere fools have despised.”—Prov­
erbs 1:20; 9:10; 1:7.

5 Many persons do not want to obey God. They like things the way they are, 
whereas “the fear of Jehovah means the 
hating of bad.” (Proverbs 8:13) Fearing 
Jehovah would keep them from doing 
things that displease him. The wise course 
is to learn his ways and principles and obey him above all others. This will keep
4, 5. (a) How available is wisdom? (b) W hy will many persons not listen? (c) What do you think is the wise course? Why?

“Hear, my son, and accept my 
sayings. . . .  I will instruct you 
even in the way of wisdom.” 

— Proverbs 4:10, 11.
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you from doing things that would cause 
you shame, injury, heartaches, or that could even cost you your life.

6 While wisdom is available for all, youhave to reach out to gain it. You have to want it, work for it and treasure it.This requires time and effort. It would be 
good to ask yourself: ‘W hat am I really 
doing with my life? W hat are my goals? 
Am I spending a great deal of time on 
useless things, or am I using the time I 
have available during my youth to dig for knowledge and wisdom?’ Wisdom is 
worth more than jewels, and “all oth­er delights themselves cannot be made 
equal to it.” (Proverbs 8:1, 5, 6, 11) Do you dig for it as you would for silver, or for hidden treasure? Proverbs says: “If 
you keep seeking for it as for silver and 
as for hid treasures you keep searching 
for it, in that case you will understand the fear of Jehovah, and you will find the very knowledge of God. For Jehovah 
himself gives wisdom; out of his mouth 
there are knowledge and discernment.” 
Do you put that kind of effort into learn­
ing about God’s Word?—Proverbs 2:4-6.

7 You may be thinking: ‘But I don’t like to study—reading is such a bore!’ 
Yet the more you read, the easier read­
ing becomes. The more you learn, the easier learning is. You connect new in­
formation with things you already know, 
and you understand them better. As you make the effort, God blesses you. As your knowledge and understanding 
grow, you will find great joy in learning, 
and things you learn from God’s Word 
will protect you in today’s world. These are not just nice-sounding words or wish­es. It is fact, truth, as Proverbs says: “When wisdom enters into your heart and knowledge itself becomes pleasant to your very soul, thinking ability itself
6. What do you have to do to gain wisdom?7. (a) What can you do to make study and learn­ing easier? (b) W ny is this worth the effort?

will keep guard over you, discernment 
itself will safeguard you, to deliver you 
from the bad way, from the man speak­ing perverse things, from those leaving the paths of uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness.”—Proverbs 2:10-13.

Crime Does Not Pay
8 This book (Proverbs) deals with prob­

lems and temptations common to youth 
not only in Bible times but also today. In today’s cities there are crime, vio­lence, youth gangs and people who prey 
on the young. W hat warnings does this 
ancient book give that will help protect you from such problems?9 It warns against becoming involved with the wrong kind of people. It says: “My son, if sinners try to seduce you, 
do not consent. If they keep saying: ‘Do go with us. . . . Let us find all sorts of precious valuables. Let us fill our houses with spoil. Your lot you ought to cast in
8, 9. What problems, common in today’s cities, does Proverbs discuss, and what important advice does it give in this regard?
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KNOWLEDGE, W ISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING

The book of Proverbs has much to say 
about these three words. How do they 
differ?
K N O W LED G E  is familiarity with facts, 
which you may have learned through 
study, observation or personal experi­
ence. The wise person ‘treasures up 
knowledge’ and has a fund of it to draw 
upon.— Proverbs 10:14.
W IS D O M  combines knowledge with 
sound judgment. It is the ability to use 
knowledge in a successful way, to solve 
problems and avoid dangers. It implies 
a breadth of knowledge and a depth of 
understanding that give soundness and 
clarity of judgment. If you had knowl-

among us. Let there come to be just one 
bag belonging to all of us’—my son, do 
not go in the way with them. Hold back 
your foot from their roadway. For their 
feet are those that run to sheer badness, 
and they keep hastening to shed blood.” 
—Proverbs 1:10-16.

10 Should you come in contact with 
people who commit crimes, you should 
flee. Solomon wrote: “Do not be envious 
of bad men, and do not show yourself 
craving to get in with them. For despoil­
ing is what their heart keeps meditating, 
and trouble is what their own lips keep 
speaking.” (Proverbs 24:1, 2) Remember: 
Crime does not pay. Even if man does 
not catch you, God sees. How foolish to 
lose your everlasting life for a few ill- 
gotten gains! Proverbs advises youth, as 
well as older persons: “Into the path of 
the wicked ones do not enter, and do 
not walk straight on into the way of the 
bad ones. Shun it, do not pass along by
10. What does Proverbs say about the path of the wicked ones, and why is this important?
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edge but did not know how to use it, 
you would lack wisdom. “Wisdom is the 
prime thing,” for without it knowledge is 
of little value.— Proverbs 4:7.

UNDERSTANDINGSou now have an un­
derstanding of the difference between 
knowledge and wisdom— you can distin­
guish or judge between them. You may 
follow a course because God command­
ed it, but if you understand the reason 
for it, the good purpose it serves and 
the benefits it brings, your determina­
tion becomes far stronger. Proverbs has 
practical information to help you under­
stand not only what course is right or 
wrong but also why this is true.

it; turn aside from it, and pass along. . . . 
Remove your foot from what is bad.” 
—Proverbs 4:14, 15, 27.

Put Jehovah First
11 The course of wickedness is in strong 

contrast with the course of wisdom. Prov­
erbs says that Jehovah is a “shield” for 
those walking in integrity and that he 
will “guard the very way of his loy­
al ones.” (Proverbs 2:7, 8) He sets the 
prospect of everlasting life before those 
who do right. “For the upright are the 
ones that will reside in the earth, and 
the blameless are the ones that will 
be left over in it.” (Proverbs 2:21) By 
putting Jehovah first, you will be rich­
ly blessed. “Honor Jehovah with your 
valuable things and with the firstfruits 
of all your produce. Then your stores 
of supply will be filled with plenty; and 
with new wine your own press vats will 
overflow.”—Proverbs 3:9, 10.
11. What blessings will you receive by walking in integrity and doing things Jehovah’s way?



12 Many young persons today really do 
this. They put Jehovah first in their 
life. They spend their youth in full-time 
service, working as pioneer ministers or 
serving in Bethel homes where they pro­
duce Bibles and books that help others 
to learn about God. Ask them if Jehovah 
has blessed them. From their heart they 
will tell you that he has done so abun­
dantly and that they have far more in 
the way of spiritual riches than do their 
young peers who have made material wealth their goal.—Proverbs 10:9; 15:16.

Moral Temptations
13 Advertisers use sex to sell their prod­

ucts. Satan has used illicit sex to tempt 
God’s servants. For example, thousands 
of Israelites, who had spent long years in 
the wilderness and finally arrived near the Promised Land, fell into fornication 
and lost their lives.—Numbers 25:1-9.14 People who do not want youth 
warned about this danger close their eyes 
to the conditions of today’s world. Filthy 
magazines, dirty films, sex shops, por­
nography and prostitution are seen along 
our public streets. The first few chap­
ters of Proverbs contain strong warning 
against such immoral temptations.

15 They tell of an immoral woman who 
tempts inexperienced youths. We read: 
“For as a honeycomb the lips of a strange woman keep dripping, and her palate 
is smoother than oil. But the aftereffect 
from her is as bitter as wormwood; it is 
as sharp as a two-edged sword. Her feet are descending to death. . . . Keep your 
way far off from alongside her, and do not get near to the entrance of her house, that you may not give to others your
12. What examples do we have of young people who put Jehovah first, and what rewards do they enjoy?13, 14. (a) What other desire has Satan used? (b) Is this problem serious in your community today?
15. What warning does Proverbs give regarding immorality?

dignity, nor your years to what is cruel.” 
—Proverbs 5:3-14; 2:16-19; 6:27-29, 32.

16 They also tell of an “inexperienced” 
young man, “in want of heart,” who 
listens to cunning and suggestive ideas 
and shamelessly loses all control. “By the 
smoothness of her lips she seduces him. 
All of a sudden he is going after her, like 
a bull that comes even to the slaughter, 
. . . and he has not known that it in­
volves his very soul.” He is not the only 
one led out of Jehovah’s favor and down 
to death, for “those being killed by her 
are numerous.”—Proverbs 7:6-27.

17 While these warnings are addressed 
to young men, they apply equally to 
young women. W hatever humans think 
of the outcome of fornication, Jehovah’s 
view is clear. It is a way of death. It 
can keep you out of the earthly paradise 
that God will restore. “What! Do you 
not know that unrighteous persons will 
not inherit God’s kingdom? Do not be 
misled. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, 
nor adulterers, nor men kept for unnatu­
ral purposes, nor men who lie with men 
. . . will inherit God’s kingdom.”—1 Co­
rinthians 6:9, 10; Ephesians 5:5.
16. What can happen to a person who does not immediately flee from immoral suggestions?
17. As Jehovah views it, how serious is fornication?

In O ur Next Issue
■ Will You Ever Live in a Happy

World?
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Our Days”
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Do You Remember These Points?

□ What help does the book of Prov­
erbs offer today’s youth?

□ Why do so many persons refuse 
that help?

□  What effect should the availability 
of wisdom have on your life?

□ Against what temptation, common 
in today’s cities, does Proverbs 
warn?

□ Why is the Bible’s counsel regard­
ing sexual morality no burden?

□ What help can young people get 
from their families?

18 No one should feel that applying the Bible’s wise counsel about sexual moral­ity is a burden. It means fewer divorces, fewer broken homes, fewer delinquent 
children, less prostitution, fewer fits of 
jealousy, happier families and more joyful lives. In beautiful poetic language Prov­
erbs recommends this wise course. It says 
not to seek pleasure in the street, neither 
from an immoral person nor from various persons, thus scattering your springs out- of-doors. It recommends that, when you 
are married, you rejoice with your own 
mate, rather than immorally ensnaring 
yourself with others. Any weakling can 
give in to the sex urge, but the course of a true Christian is to refrain from sexual relations until marriage and then to en­joy them only with your own marriage mate.—Proverbs 5:15-23.

Work and Pride
19 Proverbs helps in other ways too. It recommends something that does not

18. (a) Is the Bible’s counsel regarding sexual im­morality a burden? Why do you so answer? (b) What good advice does Proverbs give in this matter?19. What advice does Proverbs give regarding work?

enthuse many young people—becoming 
a hard worker. This applies in school, on 
a job, or in full-time Christian service. 
“Go to the ant,” it advises. “See its ways 
and become wise.” Like a busy ant, the 
Christian will give an honest day’s work 
without a boss’ having to watch him. 
—Proverbs 6:6-11; Ephesians 6:5; Titus 
2:9, 10; Hebrews 6:10-12.

20 Also, it is important to be neither 
haughty nor a troublemaker. “There are 
six things that Jehovah does hate; yes, 
seven are things detestable to his soul: 
lofty eyes, a false tongue, and hands that 
are shedding innocent blood, a heart fab­
ricating hurtful schemes, feet that are in 
a hurry to run to badness, a false wit­
ness that launches forth lies, and anyone 
sending forth contentions among broth­
ers.”—Proverbs 6:16-19.

Your Family
21 Do not overlook the help you get 

from your family. Proverbs says: “Ob­
serve, 0  my son, the commandment of 
your father, and do not forsake the law 
of your mother. . . . When you walk 
about, it will lead you; when you lie 
down, it will stand guard over you; and 
when you have waked up, it itself will 
make you its concern.” (Proverbs 6:20-22) 
This is especially true if your parents 
are servants of God. But even if they 
are not believers they have seen many 
things you have not yet seen, and their 
guidance can keep you out of a great 
deal of trouble.22 By all means do not let adolescence 
—the period between being a child and 
becoming an adult—cause you to pull
20. (a) What else does Jehovah hate? (b) How would you apply this counsel in your own life?
21. What counsel does Proverbs give you regard­ing parents, and why is this important?
22. (a) What can be said about the importance of confiding in your parents during adolescence? (b) What can you learn from Hebrews 12:11 and Proverbs 4:10-13?
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away from your parents, as so many young people have done. You may think 
your parents are old-fashioned, or “not with it.” But they can help you keep your 
balance during this period of change. Talk with them. Try to get them to listen 
to your problems. They do not want to hobble or cramp you on life’s highway, 
but they want to help make your course easier. It is true that young people want 
to do things their way and often resent counsel; yet their being humble will take 
most of the sting out of it. The humble 
person knows he makes mistakes, and he 
appreciates others’ efforts to help. Prov­
erbs says: “Give a reproof [correction] 
to a wise person and he will love you.” —Proverbs 9:8, 9; Hebrews 12:11; Prov­
erbs 4:10-13.

23 So, godly wisdom is available for 
young persons today. Even if you are 
inexperienced you can learn and under­
stand. Wisdom calls out to you. It speaks 
about “the foremost things” and “all oth­
er delights themselves cannot be made 
equal to it.” (Proverbs 8:6, 11) To gain 
knowledge and develop wisdom, you 
must study and dig, as you would for 
an exceptional treasure. “The one find­
ing [wisdom] will certainly find life, and 
gets goodwill from Jehovah.”—Proverbs 
8:35.

Having read this article, you may 
also wish to read Proverbs, chapters 1 
through 9, on which it is based.
23. As far as you are concerned, what are the main points of this lesson?

Rearinglfour Children
toLove Jehovah

WHAT a joy it 
is to watch 
little children grow 

up and become ma­
tu re  servan ts of 
God! Step-by-step they develop curios­ity, absorb knowledge, gain ability, side 
with Christian truth, develop maturity, 
dedicate themselves to God and become 
his faithful servants. If you are a parent, 
how can you help your children along 
this fine road? Obviously this takes effort. 
The apostle Paul asked how persons could

“put faith in him of whom they have 
not heard,” and how 
can they hear un­
less someone teach­
es them?—Romans 
10:14.

2 Small children are full of wonder. A 
butterfly, a bird, a flower, a blade of 
grass, the sky, a star—all such things in­
trigue them. W hat wonderful opportuni­
ties this gives us to speak of the Creator 
and of our reasons for being thankful to 
him! The psalmist wrote: “It is good to

“My son, if your heart has 
become wise, my heart will 

rejoice, even mine.” 
— Proverbs 23:15.

1. What special joy can parents have, and what 2. How can we help our children to appreciate should you as a parent do about it? Jehovah God?
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give thanks to Jehovah.” (Psalm 92:1) 
You can thank him for natural wonders, 
for material necessities and for the truth 
of his Word. Your children will observe 
your thankfulness and will never forget it.—Psalm 8:3, 4; 19:1; Romans 1:20; Deu­
teronomy 8:10; Proverbs 22:6.3 Little ones love stories. God knew 
this. He had many true stories recorded in the Bible—stories that can teach even 
very young children about God’s ways. 
These show, for example, that we should 
have faith as did Abraham, trust Him 
the way Joshua and Caleb did, obey Him  in youth as did Samuel and Timothy, 
and stand firm  for our faith like young 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.*

4 Children learn rapidly. They learn ad­vertising slogans and many things that 
you sometimes wish they had not heard. 
How much more important it is to help 
them learn about God and his ways! 
Many persons have remarked on how children can give fine comments in Chris­tian meetings, and how they can partic­
ipate in the Theocratic Ministry School 
at a young age. Such youngsters are liv­ing examples of the value of the Bible’s 
instructions about training children. Isra­
elite parents were to teach their children 
constantly, and even the “little ones” 
were brought to hear God’s law read. 
Their sons were to listen and to “learn to 
fear Jehovah your God.”—Deuteronomy 31:12, 13: 6:5-9.

5 You may know a great deal about God’s Word, but that does not mean that
* These and many other accounts are related in language easily understood by young children in My Book of Bible Stories, available from the publishers of this magazine, or any of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

3. What is one fine way to teach our children? Give examples.
4. What examples do we have of children who learned God’s ways, both today and in Bible times?5. 6. How can you help your children to learn God’s ways?
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your children do. They do not inherit 
knowledge. It is up to you as a parent 
to teach them the wonderful things of 
God and to make this appealing, so that 
they will want to learn.

6 Do your children understand the doc­
trines of the Bible? Have they learned its principles for daily living? Do you have 
a regular family Bible study with them? 
If they are still small, have you studied 
Listening to the Great Teacher, with its 
forty-six subjects written on their level? 
If you have done that, and your chil­
dren are growing up, have you studied 
with them Your Youth—Getting the Best 
out of It, which provides outstanding 
information to help young people face life? The Bible says that “from infancy” 
young Timothy was taught such things. 
Jacob’s concern about “the pace of the 
children” on their way to Seir shows the 
importance of pacing yourself to their 
ability. Your study together should be at a level they can understand, and of a 
reasonable length for their age.—2 Tim­
othy 3:15; Genesis 33:14.

The Power of Truth
7 God’s truth is a powerful force. It can 

change the thinking and personality of grown men. The Bible says to “put away 
the old personality which conforms to 
your former course of conduct and . . . 
be made new in the force actuating your mind.” (Ephesians 4:22-24; Colossians 3:9, 
10) Being that powerful, Christian truth can provide great protection for your children. Over and over again young per­sons express appreciation for the regular 
efforts their parents made to take them 
to meetings where God’s Word is dis­
cussed, whether they originally wanted 
to go or not. A teenager said: “I didn’t 
really want to go at first. I didn’t un-
7, 8. (a) Why is knowledge of the truth so impor­tant? (b) How can parents help their children to appreciate Christian meetings?



Children need correction, guidance 
and limits. The Bible says: 
“Foolishness is tied up with the 
heart of a boy.” (Proverbs 22:15) But 
when parents are interested enough 
to set limits and to see that their 
children understand these and stay 
within them, children feel safe— their 
parents won’t let them do things that 
might harm them.

derstand very much. Then I would get 
really excited because I found out: Wow, I’m learning about the Bible!”

8 Many parents prepare in advance with 
their children, so the children will under­
stand. Others encourage their children to 
remember a few points from the meeting 
and talk about these on the way home. 
We can imagine such excited discussions 
as Israelite families returned from their 
worship at Jerusalem.—Deuteronomy 31: 
10-13; Luke 2:41, 42.

Godly Service
9 As to sharing in the public preach­

ing work, your youngsters may look at 
godly service somewhat the way Jere­
miah did: “Alas, 0  Sovereign Lord Jeho­
vah! Here I actually do not know how 
to speak, for I am but a boy.” So, it is 
important to train them, step by step. 
In accord with their age and advance­
ment they can ring the doorbell, present 
an invitation, read a Scripture text, pre­
sent Bible-based publications at homes in 
their neighborhood, perhaps even con­
duct Bible studies.—Jeremiah 1:6, 7.

10 Your own attitude will greatly affect 
your children. A young Witness says: 
“My mom really takes joy in the ser­
vice. Every time she comes back she 
has something nice to relate.” When 
young people do extra chores so their
9, 10. What can you do to help your children to appreciate and enjoy Christian service?

mother can spend a month as a pioneer 
(full-time preacher), they feel they are 
a part of her activity and look forward 
to having such privileges themselves. A 
twenty-one-year-old says: “My parents 
always made it known that they thought 
pioneering was the finest way of life.” 
Another youth explained: “I don’t even 
remember a time when pioneering was 
not set as a goal.” Young people can re­
joice and have happy experiences serv­
ing Jehovah, for he is “the happy God,” 
and Christ Jesus is “the happy and only 
Potentate.”—1 Timothy 1:11; 6:15.

Appreciation
11 It is important to make sure that 

your children appreciate the things they 
have that other people may not have.

12 One thing they have is security. 
Today’s youth in general discuss the 
world’s problems in school, and see them 
on television. They talk about pollution, 
atomic war and the possible destruction 
of the world. Unlike them, young Wit­
nesses have confidence and a feeling of 
security. They know that God will not 
let things go that far, but that he will 
“bring to ruin those ruining the earth.” 
—Revelation 11:18.

13 Many of their friends are frightened 
by death. A thirteen-year-old said: “Just 
growing up and having the hope of 
dying doesn’t seem right.” Your young­
sters know that the Bible says the dead 
“are conscious of nothing at all,” and 
that their “thoughts do perish,” so the 
dead could not be in torment. They also 
know that the Scriptures promise life 
—that many people in their tombs will 
“come out,” for there will be a “resur­
rection on the last day.” Your youngsters 
can read these comforting statements in
11-13. What are some of the advantages your faith provides for your children regarding: (a) fear of the future? (b) fear of death?
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the Bible at Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10; Psalm 
146:4; John 5:28, 29 and John 11:11-25.

14 Further, do your children realize the 
importance of the truth  they have? A 
young Witness said: “W hat drew me to 
the truth is that that is what it is—the truth. I always had to have things ex­
plained, I always asked: Why? The Bible 
is clear as day, you can really hold onto 
it.” Jesus said: “The truth will set you 
free.” It has freed thousands, not only 
from religious bondage but also from 
drugs, immorality, the danger of venereal 
disease, superstitions, false doctrines and 
the worries and troubles that mark this 
wicked world.—John 8:32.

15 Have you taught your children the 
importance of God’s love and mercy? Do 
they appreciate what it meant for him 
to send his Son to earth as a ransom? 
(1 John 4:9,10; Romans 8:38, 39) Do they 
cherish the prospect of everlasting life 
in the earthly paradise? (2 Peter 3:13) 
Your own appreciation of such blessings 
will encourage your children to grow in
14. Why should having the truth be of importance to your children?
15. How should both parents and children be mo­tivated by the truths stated in: (a) 1 John 4:9, 10? (b) 2 Peter 3:13?

appreciation of them. The Scriptures say 
that parents should fear God and keep his 
commandments “in order that it might 
go well with them and their sons to time 
indefinite!”—Deuteronomy 5:29.

16 Do your children realize what knowl­
edge of God’s Word may have done 
for your family? Your children probably 
have schoolmates who, as a result of di­
vorces, have two or three mothers or 
fathers. If yours is a united family, in 
which the parents have made a lifelong 
commitment to each other, do your chil­
dren appreciate that this is in accord with 
Bible principles? (Hebrews 13:4) Do they 
realize that principles found in the Bible 
help them to have a sense of security, 
companionship, belonging, purpose, di­
rection, achievement and personal worth 
that many young persons have never 
had?

17 But you may be thinking: ‘My fami­
ly is divided—my husband (or wife) does 
not apply such principles.’ That does not 
keep you from applying them. The Bi-
16. What should children be helped to realize about the value of God’s Word in tneir family?
17, 18. How can children see that God’s Word is of value to them: (a) in religiously divided families? (b) in single-parent homes?

As a young person matures physically . . .
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ble says unbelieving husbands “may be 
won without a word through the con­
duct of their wives.” If your unbelieving 
mate could be impressed by your good 
example, think of the effect your faith­ful application of godly principles could 
have on your children!—1 Peter 3:1, 2.

18 Or you may be a single parent, hav­
ing to rear your children alone. If so, ac­
knowledge this problem to your children. 
Support one another. Let them see the 
difference between their life and that of 
other single-parent families they know. 
What a blessing they have to live in 
a home where drunkenness, alcoholism, 
fornication and other works of the flesh 
do not enter!—1 Corinthians 6:9, 10; Ga­
latians 5:19-21.

Wholesome Activities
19 Children need play. One of the hap­

py conditions the Bible associates with 
the restoration of Jerusalem’s temple was 
“boys and girls playing in her public 
squares.” (Zechariah 8:5) Children also 
need your time. Only by spending time 
with them, letting them talk, and really
19, 20. (a) How can parents help fill their chil­dren’s needs for communication and association? (b) With what results?

listening to what they have to say, can 
you have communication, learn of their 
problems and be of help. While Chris­tian children do not celebrate certain 
holidays that have pagan origins, their parents often plan good times for them —outings, get-togethers or other whole­
some family fun. They get gifts from time 
to time throughout the year. Some fam­ilies have a celebration when grandpar­
ents visit. Parents encourage wholesome 
association with other young Christians. 
If the family is isolated, youngsters can have pen pals they meet at Christian 
assemblies.

20 One father often asks his children: 
“Do you feel deprived in any way be­
cause of your faith?” The answer: “Def­
initely not!” A youth, comparing his life 
with that of his schoolmates, said: “The 
only thing I’ve missed out on is a lot of 
trouble.”

Outside Help
21 The responsibility of teaching our 

children is our own responsibility. The Bible shows that the father is to take the 
lead, and the mother is to help. It says:
21. While realizing that the training of children is the parents' responsibility, how can others help?
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“Listen, my son, to the discipline of your father, and do not forsake the law of 
your mother.” (Proverbs 1:8; Ephesians 6:4) But this does not mean that others cannot help. The congregation is a fami­ly, and over and over again mature old­er men tell of the special help someone 
in the congregation offered when they were young. Zealous Witnesses remem­ber with affection persons who took them 
in Christian service long ago. Young per­sons really appreciate it when older ones 
take such interest in them and help them stay in the right way.—Proverbs 13:20.

Your Own Example22 It is important for your children to see that you look to God for guidance 
and have made his Word a part of you 
—that you really believe it and apply it to your life. (Psalm 143:10) They see your attitude. If you consider meetings a chore, pick at the elders, criticize mem­bers of the congregation and begrudge 
time spent in Jehovah’s service, it is like­ly that your children will follow your bad 
example. But if you view these theocratic 
arrangements as splendid blessings from Jehovah, it is likely that your children 
will too. Rearing children is not primar-
22. Of what importance is the example you set?

Do You Rem em ber These Points?

□ Why should we be faithful in 
teaching our children about God and 
his truth?
□ How can you make Christian 
meetings interesting for your 
children?
□ As loving parents, how will we 
lead our children, step-by-step, in 
godly service?
□ We want to be sure they appre­
ciate what blessings?

ily doing a few big things but a great 
number of little ones. If you do the lit­
tle things right each day, you probably will be able to handle any big ones that arise.—Luke 16:10; Matthew 25:21.23 It is very important for your children 
to know the special place they have in 
your heart. They should know that you 
really love them, and that you would be 
disappointed if they failed to follow god­ly principles. Solomon wrote: “My son, if your heart has become wise, my heart will rejoice, even mine.” Also: “The fa­ther of a righteous one will without fail 
be joyful.” (Proverbs 23:15, 24) But what if—as your children are growing up and perhaps feeling an urge toward inde­
pendence—they do something that you 
have discussed with them and thus they 
know that it is wrong in God’s sight? Do not be quick to give up on them or quit trying to help. Remember that they too are imperfect and may be going through a very difficult transitional time. Despite 
your disappointment, continue to show 
in an understanding, yet firm and clear, 
way that following God’s principles will truly be best for them.—James 3:2.

24 It is gratifying to see our children 
grow into fine young men and women, 
to see them take on their own responsi­bilities and apply in life things we tried to teach them. As Paul urged young 
Timothy, so we say to our children: "Do 
your utmost to present yourself approved 
to God, a workman with nothing to be 
ashamed of, handling the word of the truth aright.” (2 Timothy 2:15) Then we can say of our physical children, who 
will also have become our spiritual ones: “No greater cause for thankfulness do I have than these things, that I should be hearing that my children go on walking in the truth.”—3 John 4.
23. How can your expectations affect your children?24. What reward can parents hope for if they have reared their children according to godly principles?
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Missionaries Who Will 
Fulfill Christ’s Commission

SHORTLY before ascending to the heavens, 
Jesus gave a commission to his followers. 
He said: “Go therefore and make disciples of 

people of all the nations, baptizing them  
teaching them to observe all the things I have  
commanded you.”—M atthew 28:19. 20.

Jehovah’s W itnesses are keenly aware of 
that commission. Hence, in 1943, they opened 
the W atchtower Bible School of Gilead so as 
to train missionaries to spearhead the disciple­
making work around the world. This school 
has played a pivotal role in the fulfillment of 
Jesus’ words in our days.

Gilead School is located in the United States 
of America, and its courses are taught in En­
glish. W itnesses from other language back­
grounds have had to learn English so as to 
attend the school and become missionaries, and 
they have been happy to do so. Nevertheless, 
in September 1981, German-speaking Christians 
were delighted to hear of the opening of a Gil­
ead Extension School in W iesbaden, Germany, 
which would teach the Gilead course in the 
German language.

Two classes have now graduated from this 
Extension School. Has it been successful? Yes, 
indeed, if w e are to judge by the happiness 
and enthusiasm reported from the graduation 
exercises of the second class, w hich were held 
on April 25, 1982.

Enthusiastic New Missionaries
The twenty-three students of this second 

German class came from Luxembourg, Swit­
zerland, the Netherlands and Germany. Their 
assignments are taking them  to Brazil, Ecuador, 
Colombia, Paraguay, Suriname and Zaire. In a 
letter they expressed their appreciation for this 
extension school. “It allowed us to concentrate 
completely on the spiritual food presented,’’ 
they said, “rather than having to struggle with  
the problems of language.’’

All the 1,140 in attendance, as well as the  
students them selves, were aware that Jesus’ 
great commission to make disciples still applies.

And now the students wanted to play a full­
er part in this. One married couple said: “W e 
accept our assignment to Brazil w ith grateful 
hearts and hope to put into operation all that 
w e have learned here."

Before departing for their assignments the 
students heard some fine last-minute advice 
from speakers w ith long experience in the 
Christian ministry. One of these was Werner 
Rudtke w ho gave comments based on Paul’s 
words to the Colossians: “Continue putting up 
with one another." (Colossians 3:13) Egon Peter, 
a student at Gilead School in 1952, mentioned 
the tests they had taken during the course and 
reminded them  of the important test to which  
God himself was subjecting them .—Psalm 7:9.

One of their instructors, Dietrich Forster, 
warned them that they m ight m eet up with  
opposition in their foreign assignments. How­
ever, they should never stoop to the level of 
the opposers, but alw ays “keep conquering the 
evil with the good." (Romans 12:9-21) Lothar 
Kaemner, another instructor and one-time mis­
sionary in Venezuela, reminded the students not 
to lose sight of their mission. “No man serving 
as a soldier involves him self in the commer­
cial businesses of life," said the apostle Paul. 
(2 Timothy 2:4) Christian missionaries should 
have the same dedication.

Some of Christendom’s representatives have 
given the term “missionary" a bad name be­
cause of their political meddling or other wrong 
conduct. Others, busy working in schools and 
hospitals, are undoubtedly providing services. 
But they are not fulfilling Christ’s commis­
sion. Dedicated Christians are grateful that the 
W atchtower Bible School of Gilead trains and 
sends out missionaries exclusively to make dis­
ciples and teach the Bible. And the graduates 
of the second Gilead Extension School in Ger­
many are glad to have enjoyed the provisions 
of that historic school in their own language. 
N ow  they will be real Christian missionaries.
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The
Bible Tapes 
Are
Appreciated I care for my household duties. I can’t 

express my thanks deeply enough for this 
blessing.’’

Expressing similar appreciation, a 
woman in Florida says: “ I play them while 
doing my housework.”

“ Listening to God’s Word every 
morning on the way to work in my car 
is a real help to me,” writes a man 
from Ohio.

A letter from Arizona reports: “ I find it 
to be the easiest way to read the Word of 
God, by listening to the spoken word and 
following through by reading along.”
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