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-Do \bYuO[yereIFSlécttlJJ rreg

Whether you feel confident or insecure, we sug-
gest you answer the following questions for spe-
cific self-analysis. Even if some of the problems
may not apply right now in your part of the world,
others, you will see, have a universal application.

YES NO

1 ARE YOU UNEMPLOYED OR IN FEAR
OF LOSING YOUR JOB?

2. DOES YOUR MONEY BUY MUCH LESS
THAN IT DID TEN YEARS AGO?

3. IS IT UNSAFE TO WALK ALONE IN
YOUR AREA AT NIGHT?

4. DO YOU LIVE IN A SUBSTANDARD
DWELLING?

5. IS GETTING ENOUGH TO EAT ONE OF
YOUR DAILY PROBLEMS?

6. ARE THERE OFTEN QUARRELS IN YOUR
HOME?

7. DO YOU WORRY ABOUT YOUR CHIL-
DREN'S FUTURE?

8. ARE YOU AFFECTED BY DEPRESSION
AND PERSONAL CRISES?

9. DO YOU DEPEND ON DRUGS? (Tobac-
co, alcohol or addictive drugs)

10. DO YOU BELIEVE THAT ANOTHER MA-
JOR WAR IS INEVITABLE?
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Do You Feel Secure?
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Do You Feel Secure?
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The Sparrow and the Hellfire Doctrine

The text of Matthew 10:29-31 came up
for discussion one morning at a gathering of
those who serve at the headquarters of the
Watchtower Society. In this passage Jesus
is quoted as saying: “Do not two sparrows
sell for a coin of small value? Yet not one
of them will fall to the ground without your
Father’s knowledge.”

The one presiding at the discussion asked
a student attending the Watchtower mis-
sionary school: “How can one use this scrip-
ture to reason with someone on the hellfire
doctrine?” How would you have answered?

Without hesitation the student went right
into her explanation. The text shows the
heavenly Father’s deep concern for his crea-

14 THE WATCHTOWER—AUGUST 15, 1982

tures, even for the lowly sparrow. Since he
is a God of such compassion, surely he
would not approve of torturing humans in
this life or in a life to come. To support her
argument, she quoted Ezekiel 18:23: “ ‘Do
| take any delight at all in the death of
someone wicked,” is the utterance of the
Sovereign Lord Jehovah, ‘and not in that he
should turn back from his ways and actually
keep living?......... We worship a God of love
and compassion,” she added. “May we do
all we can to imitate his qualities.”

The one presiding responded: “That cer-
tainly shows the missionary students are
well taught!"™ And everyone present hearti-
ly agreed.



Insigitonthe News

Ministers or
Tax Evaders?

The New York Supreme Court
ruled that the Life Science
Church has “defrauded the pub-
lic, operated an illegal pyramid
scheme and illegally practiced
law by giving tax advice, which
was incorrect, to people who
paid up to $3,000 each to learn
how to avoid taxes by becom-
ing ordained ministers of the
church” and must return the
money it collected. In addition,
the church was fined $10,000
for violating a previous restrain-
ing order. According to the New
York Times report, “the church
had run dozens of seminars and
collected approximately $20 mil-
lion in fees from people who be-
came ministers to avoid paying
Federal and state taxes.”

Individuals were told that they
could keep on with their secu-
lar employment yet be tax free
by starting their own church
chartered by the Life Science
Church. They could then either
donate up to 50 percent of their
earnings to the church and sub-
stantially reduce their taxes or
take a vow of poverty and give
all their earnings and property
to the church. The church would
then pay all expenses and the
individual would be tax exempt,
it was claimed. The court re-
jected such argument. “The rul-
ing,” said Daniel Kurtz of the
state attorney general’s office,
“would encourage the state to
pursue other organizations and

individuals seeking tax exemp-
tion under the guise of religion.”

True Christians would not
want to take deductions that are
not allowed by their governments
(as ministers or otherwise), but
as Romans 13:7 counsels they
will render to “him who calls for
the tax, the tax.” They do not
use their ministry as a means
for evading taxes.

Missionaries
Take Sides

In Central America “churches
that were at one time sanctu-
aries from violence are now the
targets of terrorists of both the
right and left,” reports News-
week magazine. For example, in
less than two years a dozen mis-
sionaries have been murdered
in Guatemala. Why the violence
against missionaries? Explained
Newsweek: “Theoretically, mis-
sionaries are supposed to leave
politics to the politicians and
concentrate on saving souls. . ..
The fact is, however, a growing
number of missionaries— main-
ly Catholic—are taking sides.
The U.S.-based Catholic Relief
Services recently attempted to
transfer three of its program di-
rectors out of Central America,
allegedly because they had be-
come too politically involved.”

The politically involved mis-
sionaries defend their action on
the basis of the plight of the
poor. “You cannot bury your
head in a Bible and ignore these
realities,” asserted one of such

missionaries. “In the midst of
such violence, not to take sides
is to take sides.” But what exam-
ple did Jesus Christ set? Rather
than taking sides, he pointed out
that the kingdom of God, not
political change, is the real rem-
edy for oppressed people. He
counseled those who need food,
clothing and shelter: “Keep on,
then, seeking first the kingdom
and his righteousness, and all
these other things will be added
to you.”— Matthew 6:33.

“From Bad
to Worse”

“Homosexuals are ceasing to
be an inconvenience to movie-
makers,” reported Time mag-
azine in a discussion of the
increasing number of movies
centering around homosexuality.
And how is homosexuality por-
trayed in these movies? Com-
menting on a typical one, Time
said: “Like all the other pic-
tures in what looks suspiciously
like a trend, it reportedly shows
homosexuality neutrally, as just
another fact one is likely to en-
counter While stumbling through
modern life.”

Thus the movies continue not
only to refrain from giving mor-
al direction but to mislead peo-
ple into thinking that immoral
life-styles are normal. The Bible
foretold that such trends would
mark the “last days,” saying:
“Wicked men and impostors will
advance from bad to worse,
misleading and being misled.”
— 2 Timothy 3:1, 13.
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God’'s Word Is Alive

Solving Difficulties With Love
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God’s Word Is Alive

%ou have concltgded that Paul and Barnabas
ere not parto odspeo e because of the

wan/ behaved?
eally that would no‘ have been wise.
We s ouId realize that all of us have inher-
ited imperfection from our original parenﬁ
Adam and Eve, (Romans 5:12) So “we a
stumble many times,” the Bible says. (James
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Yes, alt ou%h e%rl
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with love. Surely we can
copy their example.
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Do you, like faithful Christians in all periods, confidently “put up
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Even as God ‘“‘saved a people out of . . . Egypt,” Christians have
been saved from this wicked world. But unceasing faith is
required for final salvation
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What happened
to Sodom and
surrounding cities
is a warning
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conduct
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In Our Next Issue

m Breaking the Chains of
Superstition

m “Look! Jehovah Came With His
Holy Myriads”

m Why Admit It When You Are
Wrong?
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Do You Remember?

Have you given careful thought to recent issues
of The Watchtower? If so, then you will likely recall
the following interesting points:

O Why is Jesus’ Model Prayer like a gem?

Its value is very high. Each facet shines with its own
splendor. Its worth has never faded.—4/15, p. 3.
O If a dedicated servant of Jehovah drifts away

from the congregation, is it possible for him to
return to God’s favor?

Yes, this is possible. If a person who has ceased
to associate with the congregation feels guilty and
disturbed at heart, this proves that he has not gone
too far for God to forgive his sins. Jesus’ illustra-
tions found in Luke chapter 15 show the interest
that God, his Son, the angels and his own spiritual
brothers all have in recovering such a person.—5/1,
pp. 24-27.

0O What will Judgment Day be like?

Judgment Day is one thousand years long. The
judge, Christ Jesus, will be fair and just. (Isaiah 11:
3-5) First, people will work together in making this
earth a paradise ready to welcome back the dead
who will be resurrected. Next, those resurrected will
be judged on what they do during Judgment Day
— not on what they did in the past. Those choosing
to serve Jehovah will gain everlasting life. This makes
Judgment Day one of joyfulness.—5/15, pp. 8. 9.
0O How can Bible counsel help protect our health?
God’s Word contains practical advice that can be

applied to health care. Proverbs 25:16, 27 can
help us to avoid being harmed by excess vitamins,
minerals or herbs. Philippians 4:5 can protect us
against forms of treatment or diagnosis that seem
strange, unproved or in conflict with general knowl-
edge. Proverbs 14:15 can be a caution against
undue reliance on mere testimonials. Proverbs 22:
29 may move Christians to seek second opinions
from experts.—6/15, pp. 22-27.

O How is the book of Acts of outstanding benefit
to Christians today?

The book of Acts highlights the grand kingdom hope
and shows how early Christians were moved to be
bold witnesses of Jehovah and his Son, Christ Je-
sus. This should stir Christians today to do likewise
and to be unafraid in witnessing about their faith in
God’s kingdom.—6/15, pp. 18-21.

O What can contribute to a happy family life today?
Family happiness can be attained if each family
member learns and applies God’s counsel found in
his marriage guidebook, the Bible.—7/15, pp. 5-7.
O What is the Bible’s view of borrowing money?
The Bible does not condemn the borrowing of
money when such is necessary, but it warns: “The
borrower is servant to the man doing the lending.”
(Proverbs 22:7) Hence, the borrower might ask him-
self, ‘Is it really necessary?’ If it is, then it provides
both the lender and the borrower an opportunity
to show Christian love. (1 Corinthians 16:14)— 8/1,
pp. 28-31.

Questionsfrom Readers

m How advisable is it to have your child live with worldly relatives
simply because they can offer the child material advantages?

relatives for extended periods. Of-
ten this is done by parents living
in remote areas where the edu-

The Scriptures show that par-
ents have the privilege and respon-
sibility of caring for their children,
which includes providing needed
spiritual care. It would be short-
sighted for a Christian husband

and wife to disregard that God-
given assignment just so a child
might gain material advantages by
living with a non-Christian relative.

In some lands it is quite com-
mon to send a child to live with
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cational facilities are limited. They
send a child to relatives in a city
(or to a boarding school) so that
the child can get a better educa-
tion or be exposed to a more ad-
vanced life-style. Usually the child



is expected to do housework or
in some other way repay the rel-
atives for their accepting him into
their home.

This arrangement is thought to
have material advantages, but they
may not be as great as they ap-
pear. Experience often has shown
that there are bad effects on a
child when he is uprooted from
familiar surroundings and forced
to live in his relatives’ household
away from his parents. Frequent-
ly, instead of the child’s being
treated as an equal to any oth-
er children in that home, he is
considered like a house servant
and is discriminated against. As
you can imagine, frustration and
resentment usually arise when a
youth, with or without cause, feels
that he is being treated unfairly.
(Compare Genesis 27:30-41.) The
resulting emotional upset and un-
happiness can interfere with how
much he learns, even though he
is attending a good school. So is
he really benefited? Delinquency
is another common result when a
child is deprived of regular disci-
pline from loving parents.

The counsel of God’'s Word
helps to prevent such sad results.
Basically the Bible urges parents
to care for their own children. Of
course, Jehovah God realized that
some extreme situations would
arise wherein some persons other
than the parents would have to
care for children. * Thus, he coun-

* A rare and sad situation is that
of a young girl who has a child re-
sulting from rape. Those immediately
involved, the girl and her parents,
can decide what course is advisable
in view of all the factors, including
her physical and emotional state. In
some cases like this the infant has
been accepted and given a loving
Christian upbringing in the girl's fam-
ily. In other cases another Christian
couple wanting to care for a child,
and being in a position to do so, have
been allowed to adopt the baby.

seled his servants to assist father-
less children or those orphaned by
the death of both parents. (Deu-
teronomy 14:28, 29; 16:9-14; 24:
17-21; 26:12, 13; Psalm 10:14;
James 1:27) But the primary em-
phasis in the Scriptures is for par-
ents to care for their own children’s
material, spiritual and emotional
needs.—Compare 1 Timothy 5:8.

God counseled parents concern-
ing his words: “You must also
teach them to your sons, so as to
speak of them when you sit in your
house and when you walk on the
road and when you lie down and
when you get up.” (Deuteronomy
11:18, 19) Could parents do that
if they had voluntarily sent their
children away to worldly relatives
for extended periods? No, parents
need to be with their children to
offer regular correction and paren-
tal instruction, as well as the loving
environment that young persons
so need. (Ephesians 6:4; Proverbs
6:20) Clearly, a Christian child’s
lasting (even everlasting) welfare
would not be advanced if he were
sent to live with worldly relatives
for secular education, at the ex-
pense of spiritual instruction in his
own home. Christians around the

earth know that in this system
of things bringing up a youth to
serve Jehovah is a hard job, requir-
ing constant parental supervision.
Certainly the prospect of success
would be lessened if a child were
cut off from a Christian home just
for material advantages.

In this regard reflect on the ex-
ample of Jesus, who was brought
up in the remote Galilean town of
Nazareth. Obedient to God, Jo-
seph and Mary had Jesus remain
with them in Nazareth, where he
‘progressed in wisdom and in phys-
ical growth and in favor with God
and men.'— Luke 2:41-52.

The present system of things
emphasizes education and finan-
cial success. Worldly parents are
heard to say things such as, ‘I
don’t want my son to grow up to
be a janitor.” Even Christian par-
ents can be infected with a similar
viewpoint toward education and
material advantages. But parents
who trust in Jehovah's wisdom will
put first their children’s laying “a
fine foundation for the future, in
order that they may get a firm
hold on the real life.”— 1 Timothy
6:9, 19.

m Jesus told a man whom he had healed: “Do not sin anymore, in
order that something worse does not happen to you.” Did he mean
that we get sick because we have sinned?

No, each sickness is not neces-
sarily a result of a specific sin.

John chapter five tells of Jesus’
healing a man who had been sick
many years. Later Jesus saw the
man in the temple area and said:
“See, you have become sound in
health. Do not sin anymore, in
order that something worse does
not happen to you.”—John 5:14.

All of us have inherited sin and
imperfection from Adam. (Romans
5:12) One evidence is that we

“naturally” get sick at times. Evi-
dently the man whom Jesus healed
was sick as a result of inherited
imperfection. By God’s mercy the
man was healed and shown the
way of salvation through Christ.
He should then follow the Sav-
jor. If, instead, the man turned
to deliberate sin, something worse
than sickness would befall him; he
would be guilty of sinning against
the spirit, meriting everlasting de-
struction.— Matthew 12:31, 32.
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‘I Never Get
Tired of Them’

That is what one housewife wrote
regarding the cassette recordings of
the Christian Greek Scriptures. Yet
she admitted: “When | first heard
that the tapes were to be made |
didn’t think they would be worth
buying. | thought that you wouldn’t
get much out of them after hearing
them once. But how wrong | was! |
listen to them over and over. | never
get tired of the tapes playing over
and over, because | truly get more
and more out of them. . . .

“As | go about my housework
it is so enjoyable to listen to the
tapes and imagine myself in the
first century with our brothers and
sisters. Sometimes it brings tears
to my eyes to be feeling so close to
our brothers and sisters who lived
so long ago.”



