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God’s Word Is Alive

Howto Enjoy
a Happy Family Life
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God’s Word Is Alive
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H,ow,chlldren behave also has much to do with whether a
family is happy or not. What does God’s Word urge them to do?
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Do you really want to enjoy a happy family life? You can.
It is o secret how it is achieved. he Creator of the family
Prowded a recipe, or quide, for making a success of family

ving. If each member of the family Wil learn and apply
God? counsel, this is certain to contribute to family happiness.
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Insigntonthe News

“Faint Out
of Fear”

One in three Toronto residents
under the age of thirty-five be-
lieves there will be a nuclear war
in his lifetime and 74 percent of
all surveyed do not expect to
survive such a war, according to
a Gallup poll taken for Canada’s
Toronto Star. Commenting on
the psychological effect that fear
of nuclear war has on society,
one twenty-seven-year-old stat-
ed: “They’re paralysed by anxi-

ety. It's the terrible insecurity of
not knowing if it will happen and
the paranoia and fear of know-
ing you can’t control any of it.”

“The biggest and most trag-
ic effect is that so many people
live as though we didn’'t have
a future,” said one woman in
the report. “The whole philoso-
phy of living for the moment, liv-
ing selfishly for today, is fuelled
by this sometimes unconscious
realization that we can no lon-
ger assume the human race will
be around next generation. Peo-

ple have always assumed they’d
have a future; now they’re not so
sure and they’re getting angry.”

The fact that people would
“become faint out of fear and
expectation of the things coming
upon the inhabited earth” was
foreseen by Jesus Christ. Would
Christians also share this para-
lyzing fear of the future? Jesus
said: “But as these things start
to occur, raise yourselves erect
and lift your heads up, because
your deliverance is getting near.”
— Luke 21:25-28.

Annual Meeting October 2, 1982

Tower Bible and Tract ocret)f_|

Pfen z %nra will be held at the Assemb]
va sWrtnesses Norval, Ontario, Cana a
on Satur ag October 2, 1982 The assembly
haII |s ocat d apﬁroxrmate y sIx miles from the

Canada branch n 1S In; Georgetown,

The Canada branch advrses that |t has not
been able to secure a large . a {ty for th eannqha
meetrnq and that the avai abe seating_at t
assemb )(]hal IS comgaratrvey limited. For this
reason the br?nchh arra %tthat admissjon
e a”té“awhee“%m o The embehp
P atc T%werg Borh eYné Tract Soclet dF%
Penns Ivanra and therr |mmed|ate families,
¥ve as a good cross section of re rgserltatrves
rom all cross Canada. The Canha ranch

vrses that those members who are rt)lannrn to

aftend, ma corres ond directly with the branch
0 J |nr ectt] roomin ?ccommo ations in
nel borrn hotels and motels, as well as some
aﬁ% mmod tions In the homes of brothers In

Thrs ?]ar the annua% meetmgrof the member%

area. Members can write to Watch Tower
le and_Tract Society, Box 41%0 Geo Bgeto n,
Ontario, Canada L/G 4Y4, IF member who
1S gorng to attend the annual meeting in person
should “promptly write to the branch, informing
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them as to how many family members will
accompany him. The branch dsks that all this
Informaticn be received from the members who
are qorng to attend the annual meetrnF In person
not later than August 15, 1982; so please write
the branch immediately, giving all information.

The regular letters of notice. of the annual
meeting, together with the proxies, will be sent
to the members earljer than usual this year
so that we can receive them back from”the
members not later than August 15,1982. As each
member knows, he should com lete and return
nis proxY promptly whether ers gornfg to be at
the meeting ﬂersonally or not. The information
given on each proxy Should be definite on this
point, as it will 'be relied upon In determining in
advance those who will actyally be ersonalla/
present. The Secrefary’s offrce 0es not nee
Information rﬁnqardm? members of the family
that WI|| acco pany he member.

So. all members’ will need to return therr
Proxres romptly after receipt, and, additionall ﬁ/
hose members” who_are gornﬁ to attend the
annual meeting In Canad need to write
also to the Canada branch, giving the necessary
information, so that this reaches the branch not
later than the 15th of August 1982.
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Are the possible benefits of a university education
worth the price that might be paid?
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Parents, what do you hope your children
will do with their lives?
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If pursuing secular education means sacrificing
spiritual things, it is not worth the cost
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In moral matters,
people have often
swung from one
extreme to another
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Persons who are very demanding of themselves need to guard
against the tendency to make and enforce many rules for others
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Some have mistakenly felt that a Christian is
free to do anything that his conscience permits
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Employment Factors to Consider

omans
Chrtsttap
t suc jobs ratrer than let
When a Christian must make a

decision about a certain employment,

he should give thought first to what he

would actually be doing. He might consid-

er these two points:

Is the particular work
condemned in the Bible?

The Bible condemns things such as
stealing, idolatry and the misuse of
blood, so a Christian could hardly engage
in work where he directly promoted
such things.

Would doing the work so closely link
a person with a condemned practice
that he would be a dear accomplice?
Even a janitor or a receptionist at a
blood bank or a plant making only weap-
ons of war is directly linked with work
contrary to God’s Word.—Leviticus 17:13,
14; Isaiah 2:2-4.

Beyond what a person would actually
be doing, some additional factors may
have a bearing on the overall picture:

Is the work a human service
that is not Biblically wrong?

A postman performs the service of
delivering mail to homes and businesses.
Would a Christian be condemned if
among the places where he delivers mail

26 THE WATCHTOWER—JULY 15, 1982

are a few homes of thieves or a firm
selling idols?— Matthew 5:45.

To what extent does one have
authority over what is done?

A Christian owning a store would not
stock and sell idols or blood sausage. He
is not in the same situation as an employee
at a supermarket that sells cigarettes
or blood pudding among thousands of
other items.

To what degree is the person involved?
An employee working as a cashier and
only occasionally handling cigarettes might
conclude that his situation is not the same
as another employee who stocks these on

the shelves almost all day.

What is the source of the pay
or the location where it is done?

In a land where the government gives a
church oversight of all social programs, a
man might get his paycheck from a reli-
gious corporation. But actually his work of
maintaining public parks is not on church
property. Nor is it religious in nature or
viewed as promoting false worship.

What is the overall effect
of doing certain work?

Would doing the work stumble many,
bringing on ‘reprehensibility’? (1 Timothy
3:2, 10) How would it affect the worker's
conscience?
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Can You Recall?

O Why is it dangerous to feel that
‘if something does not bother my
conscience, it must be all right?’

O When faced with a question that
is up to your conscience, what

are three factors that you should
seriously consider?

O What bearing should conscience
have on your praising God publicly?
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Valuable for Teaching New Ones

“1 like the very simple language
that is used, something every house-
hold should be able to understand.
We need something of this nature to
get through to the people. | hope

these articles will continue. These are
not just stories, they prove doctrines
too. | think they’re great.”

—An appreciative reader of “God’s
Word Is Alive”
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Questions from Readers

m Is it all right to break God’s law in order to save a life, as has
been reasoned from Matthew 12:1-8?

Though some persons having
that view have referred to Matthew
12:1-8 for support, a careful con-
sideration of the Scriptures shows
that it is an incorrect conclusion.

When passing through a grain-
field, Jesus’ disciples gleaned a
small amount of grain, as permit-
ted by the Law. (Leviticus 19:9,
10; Deuteronomy 24:19-21) The
Pharisees criticized them for doing
this on the sabbath. These religious
leaders had added to the Law
many interpretations, especially as
to what was unlawful “work” on
the sabbath. According to these
human rules, and the legalistic
mentality behind them, by what
they did the disciples were guilty
of two forms of work, harvesting
(“plucking”) and threshing (“rub-
bing” the grains). (Matthew 12:1;
Luke 6:1) However, Jesus said:

“Have you not read what David
did when he and the men with him
got hungry? How . . . they ate the
loaves of presentation, something
that it was not lawful for him to
eat, nor for those with him, but
for the priests only? Or, have you
not read in the Law that on the
sabbaths the priests in the temple
treat the sabbath as not sacred
and continue guiltless? But | tell
you that something greater than
the temple is here. However, if you
had understood what this means,
Mwant mercy, and not sacrifice,’
you would not have condemned
the guiltless ones. For the Lord of
the sabbath is what the Son of
man is.” — Matthew 12:3-8.

Christ was referring to the in-

cident when David and his men,
fleeing from murderous King Saul,
went to High Priest Ahimelech at
Nob. David indicated that he was
on a secret assignment from the
king and asked for bread. “There
is no ordinary bread under my
hand,” Ahimelech told him, “but
there is holy bread; provided that
the young men have at least kept
themselves from womankind.” He
meant the showbread (or, loaves of
presentation), consisting of twelve
unleavened cakes placed weekly
on a table in the Holy of the
tabernacle. As fresh cakes were
presented each sabbath, the older
ones were removed and ‘became
Aaron’s and his sons’, to eat in a
holy place.’ David explained that
his men were ceremonially clean,
and he implied that they were in
a sense holy, being on a mission
from Jehovah’s anointed king. So
Ahimelech “gave him what was
holy, ... the showbread that had
been removed from before Jeho-
vah.” — 1 Samuel 21:1-6; Leviticus
24:5-9.

In the light of all of this, what
about the view that God’s com-
mands can be ignored ‘if life is
at stake’? Persons have reasoned:
‘God overlooked David's breaking
a serious command when his life
was in danger; also Jesus con-
doned violating the sabbath and
said that you could do good and
save a soul on the sabbath.” (Luke
6:9; Matthew 12:11, 12) Yet, such
thinking proves to be deceptive
and contrary to the Bible.

For example, this reasoning as-
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sumes that you accept the prem-
ise that David and Jesus’ disciples
were in ‘life or death’ situations.
But were they? The Bible does not
say that David and his men were
on the verge of starving to death
because there was no other food
to be found. In fact, according to
geographical authorities, Nob was
just north of the Mount of Olives,
within a few miles of Jerusalem
and many towns. A direct read-
ing of the account allows for the
conclusion that David and his men
were basically hungry and seek-
ing a meal from someone whom
they trusted. Similarly, the Bible
tells us that when Jesus’ disci-
ples “got hungry” on the sabbath
they gleaned and ate some grain.
They must have eaten on the pre-
vious day, and on the day after
the sabbath they could buy food
in surrounding villages. (John 4:8;
Matthew 14:15) So, if an individ-
ual wants to use these incidents
to show when God’s laws can be
broken, he might as well say that
at any time people ‘get hungry’
it is all right to violate Jehovah's
commands. Obviously that is not
correct.

We still need to know, however,
what is the meaning of Matthew
12:1-8. Jesus was exposing the
Pharisees’ narrow, legalistic view.
We can better appreciate this by
giving thought to the object of the
sabbath, and by noting carefully
Jesus’ explanation.

Why were Israelites not to work
on the sabbath? Was the ob-
ject simply to forbid work? No. It
was so that secular pursuits, such
as working for food and clothing,
would not consume all the peo-



pie’s time and attention. The sab-
bath arrangement advanced true
worship by assuring that the peo-
ple would have time for worship
without being distracted by normal
work. (Exodus 20:8-11; Isaiah 58:
13) Jesus encouraged this under-
standing rather than the narrow
view of the Pharisees.

He said that even priests serving
at the temple could be accused
of ‘treating the sabbath as not sa-
cred’ and thus of breaking the law.
How? Well, the priests worked hard
on the sabbath butchering sacrifi-
cial animals. Were they lawbreak-
ers? Christ said that those priests
‘continued guiltless.” Their labors
at the temple, rather than interfer-
ing with worship, contributed to it.
As Jesus (who was "greater than
the temple” and would offer the
ultimate sacrifice) went about with
his disciples, they were teaching
God’'s Word and thus promoting
true worship. Hence, they were not
violating the sabbath by gleaning
a bit to eat. Nor, as Jesus ex-
plained, would it have been con-
trary to the spirit of the sabbath
law to ‘save a soul'’ by pulling a
sheep out of a pit, even though it
was a day for worship.— Matthew
12:5, 11; Luke 6:9.

Also, it was technically ‘not law-
ful for David to eat’ the showbread
because the Law said that this
was for the priests. Yet Jehovah's
high priest gave it to David. On
what basis? The loaves removed
from the showbread table were
"holy,” not to be treated as or-
dinary, such as by being given to
a common laborer or eaten on a
pleasure outing. They were to be
used as food for the priests, men
engaged in God'’s service. So when
David came on what apparently
was a special mission from God’s
anointed king, and the high priest
determined that the men were cer-
emonially clean, it was not wrong

to share the showbread. That was
in accord with the basic use that
God designated for it.

Contrast this with the incident
when Israelite soldiers in Saul's
army violated God’s law on blood,
as related at 1 Samuel 14:32-35.
They had been in battle with the
Philistines, enemies of Jehovah's
people. Tired and hungry from the
fight, some Israelites slaughtered
animals and "fell to eating [meat]
along with the blood.” Whether it
is claimed that this was a case
of satisfying a powerful hunger or
that it was an emergency situation,
breaking the law on blood was not
excusable. It was ‘sinning against
Jehovah’ and it called for special
sacrifices in behalf of those who
‘sinned against Jehovah by eating
along with the blood.’

It was sin because in giving the
law on blood God said that while
humans could eat animal flesh to
keep alive they should not sus-
tain their lives by taking in blood.
(Genesis 9:3, 4) He gave no al-
lowance for breaking that law if
it seemed that ‘life was at stake.’
The Creator decreed that blood
was sacred. Saving life with blood
was not to be by taking it into the
body in any way. But by Christ's

giving his blood in sacrifice ev-
erlasting life would be possible.
— Ephesians 1:7.

The record of the early Chris-
tians who were put to the test
by Roman authorities agrees with
this and illustrates that we should
not think that God’s law can be
broken in ‘life or death’ situations.
Sometimes their test was, either
eat blood sausage or die in the
arena. Would the Christians vio-
late God’s law on blood and re-
nounce their standing with him?
Or, when pressured to burn a
pinch of incense to the deity of the
emperor, would they break God’s
command against idolatry? Histo-
ry proves that faithful Christians
refused to break God’s commands
even when their present life was
at stake. Though they lost their
lives obeying Jehovah's law, they
had the assurance of eternal life.
— Matthew 16:25, 26.

Consequently, the Scriptures do
not endorse the view that divine
commands can be broken in a dif-
ficult situation. Rather, we are told:
"By this we gain the knowledge
that we are loving the children
of God, when we are loving God
and doing his commandments.”
— 1 John 5:2.

m In The Watchtower of April 15, 1982, page 26, paragraph 19, it
states that in the persecution of Jehovah’s Witnesses at Gbarnga,
Liberia, in March 1963, a few compromised but the majority main-
tained their integrity. However, the Yearbook for 1977 states that
the majority compromised their faith. Why this discrepancy?

The statement in The Watch-
tower for April 15, 1982, is in
error. Actually, according to the
Yearbook of 1977, pages 176 and
178, there were about 100 Libe-
rian Witnesses who went through
the Gbarnga persecution maintain-
ing integrity, while approximately
200 compromised their faith.

Of course, if we were to take the
combined, worldwide picture of the
persecution of Jehovah's Witness-
es, it will certainly be established
beyond doubt that by far the great
majority have proved faithful under
persecution, and only a relatively
small minority have compromised
their faith.
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