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“l now found genuine friends and the
pleasure of truly helping others spiri-
tually. At last | felt my life was accom-
plishing something of lasting value to
people.”—A 27-year-old former motor-
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SOME SINGLE
PERSONS IN THE BIBLE

Jesus: “My food is for me to do
the will of him that sent me and to
finish his work.”— John 4:34.

Paul: ‘I slaved for the Lord and
thoroughly bore witness. | did not
make my soul dear to me.'— Acts
20:19-24.

Jeremiah: “O Jehovah my strength
and my stronghold, and my place
for flight in the day of distress.”

— Jeremiah 16:19.

Jephthah’s daughter: ‘She never
had relations with a man. Yearly,
women o f Israel would go to her
at the sanctuary to commend her.’
— Judges 11:39, 40.

Anna: ‘She was a widow now

ghtyf r years Id who was never

ng from the temple, rendering
sssss d service night and d ay with
stings and supplicatio

ke

rcas: “She abounded in good
deeds and gifts of mercy.”
— Acts 9:36.
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God’s Word Is Alive
How Does Christ Return?

JESUS CHRIST needed to die in order
to give his perfect human life as a ran-
som fOr us. He once exp arned The
bread that | shall ?rve IS mP/ lesh in
behalf of the life of the Wor d John
avrn% %rven us his fles
wouId he ever take it back again?
Will Jesus return as a human

The, Bible says that Christ re-
turns m&;lory with all he an-
ges and that he %its down

n his glorious throne. tMat
thew 25:31) If Jesus were to
come and ‘it as a man qn
an earthly throne, he would
be lower In station than the
angels, But he comes as the
mightiest and most glorious
of “all these spirit Sons of
Gog, and he is therefore in-
visible éust as they are—Philip-
pians 2:8-1

Yet there are many who beIreve that Chrrst

0ok his fleshly body to eav that
he wn return ¥n a ersh and- boodalqod
They point to the fact that more than
once the resurrected Jesus appe red to hrs

disciples In a ersh ody 10 sho
thatphe was alive. yOnce])ﬁe us ed
IS |nt0 t e

apostle T omas to
§) Th omas would believe

hole |n |s ide so
that n actually been resurrected. (John

20:24- 27) Does this not show that Jesus was
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God’s Word Is Alive

raised trom the dead in the same body that was nailed to the stake7
gto for Jesus sim ymaterlallzed or took or}]a fleshl bod a%anv%
had done In the pat In order to convmce Thomas a o e
he used a 0 § with wo r, holes. Hg

ared fully human, able to eaf an
aﬂ% Austas dlg the ange statAbra

am once 651 ertained.— dente3|srh

Wil
; (i t Dogles w nhaep aea? K
ﬁ f forerers d{ H]s N?ary KBI ”e?ne
€3

|rst ﬁ ne’ was  a
aener ther |mes Jesus’ dISC’%
Id not at tlrst reco nlﬁe him. In tnese

Instances it was n erso a a
Joearance that serveg to | entl PI
but It was some word or action o
that the recognlzed —John 20:14-16; 216, 7; Luke 24:30, 31,
Consider th e manner in WthCh Jesus left’ his apostles on his way to
heave[t The Bible says: W the
were lgoking on, he was l dup an|
a cloyd cau t hlm rom t I’VI
O
| , u
g[omgt e i eraI eye3| ht 0
esus, t ere
became |nV|s e to them. X %oud
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will come thus'in the Same manner
as you have beheld him going into
the sky.” (Acts 1:11) Thus Christ’s
returnalso would bé invisible, in a
spiritual hody.
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of Jehovah In Action!

Christianity’s Expansion as Told in the Book of Acts
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Like Peter at Pentecost,
all faithful Christians are
bold witnesses of Jehovah
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Live to Be 100?

An investigation by the Committee for an
Extended Lifespan surveyed 1,000 persons
who had lived to be 100 years of age. What
things did many of them have in common?
A newspaper summarized it this way:

“Don’t ever binge on anything. Get up
early. Lead a spiritual life. Keep busy. Be
self-sufficient.”

Other things commonly noted: Usually
they went to bed early. Few were fat. Most
kept active, not being dreamers.
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A Pervasive Concern About Health

In a recent best-selling book, Dr. Lewis Thom- nably healthy people. Far from being ineptly
as, president of the Memorial Sloan-Kettering put to g ether, we are amazingly tough, durable
Cancer Center in New York, observed: organisms, full of health, re dy for most con

“As a people, we have become obsessed tlngencies. The new danger to our well-being,
with Health. There is something fundamentally, if we continue to listen to all the talk, is in
radically unhealthy about all this. We do not becoming a nation of healthy hypochondriacs,
seem to be seel_(ing more exuberance in Iiying living gingerly, worrying ourselves half to death.
as much as stavmg o_f'f fallur(_a, putting off dying. “And we do not have time for this sort of
We have lost all confidence in the human body. .

The new consensus is th at we are badly de- thlng anymore, nor can we _ff ord such a d strac-
signed, t Ilyf allible rable to a host tion from our other, considerably morc—a urgent
of ho “ ﬂ in3|de and around us, and problems. Indeed, we should be worrying that
only pre Iy | . We live in danger of our preoccupation with personal health may be

falling apa t at any mo ment o a symptom of copping out, . . . while just out-

“The trouble is, we are being taken in by side, the whole of society is coming undone.”
the propaganda . .. We are, in real life, a rea- — The Medusa and the Snail (1979), pp. 36-40.
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Insigntonthe News

‘Religion a
Threat to Life’

“Should it not be realized,”
writes C. L. Sulzberger in the In-
ternational Herald Tribune, “that
in addition to other causes— im-
perialism, racism, militarism—re-
ligion has developed into a per-
sistently greater threat to human
life?” Pointing to the armed con-
flicts in the Middle East, North-
ern Ireland and Vietnam, he con-
tinues: “Religion is sacred and
therefore but gingerly touched
upon in political discussion. But
mankind can never forget the
Nazi Holocaust, the Spanish In-
quisition, the sectarian Buddhist
wars, the Crusades and the Thir-
ty Years’ Catholic-Protestant war
of the 17th century, whose last
battles continue today in Ulster.”
Noting the close ties between re-
ligion and politics in many lands
that allow for much bloodshed,
Sulzberger adds: “Various god-
less Communist and Socialist par-
ties have shown themselves less
bitterly quarrelsome in their sec-
tarianism.”

The problem lies, not with true
religion, but with those of whom
God says “[they] honor me with
their lips, but their hearts are far
removed from me.” (Mark 7:6)
Rather than allowing religious dif-
ferences to cause one wantonly
to slay others, the Bible’s advice
is to “pursue peace with all peo-
ple.”—Hebrews 12:14.

What should one do when de-
liberately provoked? “Return evil
for evil to no one. If pos-
sible, as far as it depends upon
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you, be peaceable with all men,”
advises God’s Word. And rather
than retaliating by taking matters
into one’s own hands, it contin-
ues, “do not avenge yourselves,
beloved, but yield place to the
wrath; for it is written: ‘Vengeance
is mine; | will repay, says Jeho-
vah.”” (Romans 12:17-19) True
Christians, then, look to God
through his kingdom to right all
injustices, confident in his power
to do so. No ‘threat to life,” theirs
is a stand of strict neutrality in
worldly conflicts.

“Sloppy Agape”

“What has gone wrong?” asks
John A. Howard, president of
The Rockford Institute, when dis-
cussing the alarming increase in
crime. “When | tell my children
that while | was growing up, we
didn’t lock the front door day or
night, nor did we lock the car
when we parked in Chicago, and
we didn’t need to, they find it
hard to picture such a time. The
change in just one generation is
awesome.” Citing the failure of
religion as a major cause for the
drastic increase in crime, he con-
tinues: “The churches and syn-
agogues . used to help the
young understand that there is
a difference between right and
wrong. ... But many of the cler-
gy seem to have backed away
from the Ten Commandments and
preach from the pulpit what a
friend calls ‘sloppy agape [Greek
word for love, rhymes with slop-
py],” an undefined sort of general
good will, with all the sharp cor-
ners of specific requirements and
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sacrifices rounded off to fit just
about everyone.”

That this has happened should
not come as a surprise, for the
Bible foretold that there would
come the time “when they will not
put up with the heaftMv* teact\\v\g,
but, in accord with their own de-
sires, they will accumulate teach-
ers for themselves to have their
ears tickled; and they will turn
their ears away from the truth.”
— 2 Timothy 4:3, 4.

Not Murder?

“The man who stabbed a preg-
nant 29-year-old woman— killing
her unborn baby—will not be
charged with murder when he is
arrested,” states the Alew York
Post. Why not? Because “state
law— designed to protect doctors
who perform abortions from being
charged with murder—says that
the death of a fetus younger than
6 months old is not a homicide,
even if its vital organs and limbs
are fully formed,” answers the
Post. And so her assailant, who
ignored her pleas not to hurt her
since she was pregnant, will be
charged only with the rape and
stabbing of the mother.

How far, indeed, men’s laws
have strayed from God’s law! The
Bible stated that if a man caused
a “fatal accident” to occur to the
fetus of a woman, “then you must
give soul for soul.” God’s Word
assures us that shortly now true
justice will be carried out, and
there will be a proper regard for
all human life when His will takes
place on earth.— Exodus 21:22,
23; Matthew 6:10.



Questions from Readers

® Would It be wrong for a Christian, under medical treatment, to
allow leeches to be applied to him to draw off some blood?

It would not be contrary to
God’s Word to permit the medical
withdrawal and disposal of some
blood. But to do this through the
use of leeches would conflict with
what the Bible says. Admittedly,
leeches are not commonly used
today. Yet questions about using
them do arise, particularly in Eu-
rope. Noting what the Bible says
about blood can help us to eval-
uate such treatments.

For centuries it was thought that
many ills could be relieved by
bloodletting, or bleeding. Medieval
barber-surgeons practiced this art,
a carry-over being the red-and-
white-striped pole that in some
places identifies a barbershop. But
medical doctors practiced blood-
letting too. In 1799 repeated bleed-
ings likely hastened the death of
George Washington, the first presi-
dent of the United States of Amer-
ica. Even when it did not kill a
person, the practice of bloodlet-
ting brought many patients to an
anemic state.

In Europe it was common to ac-
complish a form of bloodletting by
applying a quantity of leeches to
the skin, allowing them to fill up on
the patient’s blood. Reporting from
Mainz, Germany, Dr. L. K. Altman
wrote: “In 1850, when patients
might apply as many as 80 leeches
at the same time for a wide vari-
ety of ailments, about 100 million
leeches were sold in France. As
late as 1953, Russian doctors used
leeches on Stalin before he died.”

— New York Times, February 17,
1981.

Dr. Altman pointed out that even
in modern medicine some doc-
tors in Europe and in the United
States use leeches in specialized
situations. For example, they have
been employed to remove blood
clots in certain cases of plastic
surgery or to draw off accumulat-
ed blood from fingers restored by
microsurgery.

Where do Christians stand as to
the removing of blood, and would
it be fitting to allow this to be done
with leeches?

After the flood of Noah's day,
God set out a change from the
vegetarian diet that he had out-
lined for animals and humans in
the garden of Eden. Jehovah said:
“Every moving animal that is alive
may serve as food for you. As in
the case of green vegetation, | do
give it all to you. Only flesh with
its soul—its blood—you must not
eat.” (Genesis 9:3, 4; 1:30) God
explained the matter further in the
Mosaic law. He said that blood
represents life, a gift from God,
and it is sacred. What, then, was
to be done with the blood of an
animal that was killed for sacrifice?
The blood was not to be used for
fertilizer, animal food or some such
thing. It was to be poured out and
covered with dust; in a sense it
was given back to Him.— Leviticus
17:10-14.

Christians should strive to man-
ifest that they appreciate the sa-

credness of blood. (Acts 15:28,
29) Accordingly, if blood is re-
moved from the body, it should be
disposed of, comparable to the Is-
raelites’ pouring blood out on the
ground.

At times doctors may have med-
ical grounds for advising that blood
be removed (phlebotomy). For ex-
ample, with the blood disease poly-
cythemia vera a person has exces-
sive red blood cells (the opposite of
anemia). The blood, thick with red
cells, may produce clots, increas-
ing the threat of strokes or heart
attacks. There are various ways
of managing this, but sometimes
the choice treatment is venesec-
tion, drawing off some blood from
a vein. The counsel of God’s Word
would not rule this out so long as
the removed blood was disposed
of. Similarly, many Christians have
felt conscientiously able to permit
small quantities of blood to be tak-
en for medical tests, realizing that
once the tests were completed the
blood would be discarded.

However, though leeches para-
sitically feed on blood in their nat-
ural state at present, it would not
be proper for a Christian to permit
leeches to draw his blood. (Prov-
erbs 30:15) Even where this was
urged for medical reasons and the
leeches would later be disposed of,
the use of leeches would involve
deliberately feeding blood to these
creatures. That would conflict with
the Bible’s indication that blood,
being sacred and representing life,
should be disposed of if it is re-
moved from a body.
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There is a book that has actually
changed the lives of many young persons.
One day a girl took this book to school to
read during her free periods. One of her
classmates came along, snatched it out
of her hand and in a mocking tone said:
“What is this that you are reading?” She
briefly explained the contents of the book
Your Youth
—Getting the Best out of It.

She drew his attention to the chapter:
“Your Clothes and Appearance Talk
—About You.” He laughed and left, but
took the book with him. The following
week they met again in the lecture

class but his appearance had changed
drastically. His long hair was cut and his
beard was shaved off. His attendance in
school improved 100 percent. The other
classmates, noting this striking change in
the young fellow, asked the Witness about
the book that was responsible. As a result
she placed five additional books with them.



