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IN the Heart of Africa
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From just a handful of Kingdom proclaimers in the Congo in
the late 1940’s, the number of active preachers of the “good
news” in Zaire reached a peak of 25,649 in April of 1981
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Insightonthe News

“Doing It Right”

A recent editorial in the Sun
of Gainesville, Florida, contrast-
ed the so-called Moral Majori-
ty with Jehovah’s Witnesses in
their approach to morality. “[The
Witness] publication, The Watch-
tower, provides the instructions
—most of them reassertions of
long established principles,” not-
ed the Sun. And “the offender
who resists Moving concern’ is apt
to be ‘disfellowshipped,” which
means dismissal from the con-
gregation. ... The discipline may
offend some Americans, but it is
entirely proper for Witnesses to
enforce their own fellowship rules.
It is a voluntary association, and
the exit is easy for anybody who
wants out.”

The editorial observed that, in
contrast, the religious Moral Ma-
jority politically “seeks to en-
force its doctrine not only upon
its members— but wants to enact
its beliefs as national policy.” In
the opinion of the Sun, this mix-
ing of religion and politics is un-
constitutional, and therefore the
Moral Majority is “doing it wrong
and the Jehovah’s Witnesses are
doing it right.”

Jesus Christ set the example
in keeping his moral teaching out
of the political arena. For exam-
ple, when a “moral majority” in
his time wanted to politicize Je-
sus as king in a move to improve
government, he would have none
of it. “Jesus, knowing they were
about to come and seize him to
make him king, withdrew again

into the mountain.”— John 6:15;
compare Luke 12:13,14.

Atomic Stockpiling
“Legitimate”?

In his annual letter to Catho-
lic military chaplains, New York’s
Cardinal Terence Cooke wrote
concerning the morality of the
American nuclear weapons build-
up. As published in the Nation-
al Catholic Reporter, the cardinal
declared: “A strategy of nuclear
deterrence can be morally toler-
able if a nation is sincerely trying
to come up with a rational al-
ternative. . The church has
traditionally taught and continues
to teach that a government has
both the right and the duty to
protect its people against unjust
aggression. This means that it is
legitimate to develop and main-
tain weapons systems to try to
prevent war by ‘deterring’ anoth-
er nation from attacking.”

Cooke also said that nations
are obligated to rid themselves
of nuclear weapons altogether,
“but the church points out that
this must be done gradually, with
all nations cooperating, and with
prudence. . . . Under no circum-
stances,” the cardinal cautioned,
“may a nation start a war.” How
does this traditional rationaliza-
tion affect the Catholic flock in
practical terms? The record of
history reveals that tens of mil-
lions of Roman Catholics and their
clerical shepherds gave their all
in support of the German mili-
tary machines that ‘started’ two
world wars.

‘Evil in Our
Century’

An interview with the not-
ed British author Anthony Bur-
gess about his best-selling book
Earthly Powers appeared in the
French newsmagazine L’Express.
“The book deals with the mani-
festations of evil, its emergence
in our century, and our inability
to fight it,” explained Burgess.
“Politicians encourage it, artists
look the other way, and even
great churchmen like the Pope
condone it. That is the image of
our world since World War 1.”

The author observed that evil
since that time is different: “No
historian has ever interpreted [ter-
rible periods in history] as erup-
tions of evil”— merely “blunders”
in attempting “to build a better
world.” Now, though, says Bur-
gess, “we begin to believe in
a supernatural force with which
man made a compact for de-
struction, or which he allowed to
take control of him.”

Right on the Bible's prophet-
ic schedule, that “supernatural
force” produced on earth the
“manifestations of evil” noted
by author Burgess. Events since
1914 in fulfillment of Bible prophe-
cy indicate that “the one called
Devil and Satan, who is mislead-
ing the entire inhabited earth ...
has come down to you, having
great anger, knowing he has a
short period of time.”— Revela-
tion 12:7-12.
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Inherent Immortality

Resu ectron
Which?

We invite you to examine carefully the series of four articles beginning on

this page. They present the Bible’s viewpoint on what happens to the soul

at death, the resurrection, God’'s day of judgment and the final tribulation,
tying these in with the Kingdom theme of God’'s Word.
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What the Bible Says About the Soul,
Death, Resurrection and Final Judgment

Man does not possess a soul; he IS a soul.— 1 Corinthians 15:45.

The soul, or whole person, dies.—Ezekiel 18:4.

Death is an enemy, not a friend.— 1 Corinthians 15:26.

Life after death can come only through a resurrection.—John 5:28, 29.

The reward for faithfulness is everlasting life.—John 10:27, 28.

The judgment for willful sin is everlasting death, not eternal torment.

—Romans 6:23.
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An Official Teaching of Christendom’s Churches

The Athanasian Creed, which is officially accepted by the Roman Catholic,

Anglican and other Protestant churches, states:

“He [Jesus] ascended

into heaven, he sitteth on the right hand of the Father, God Almighty.
From whence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. At whose
coming all men shall rise again with their bodies, and shall give account
for their own works. And they that have done good shall go into life
everlasting, and they that have done evil into everlasting fire.”
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A Church View of Resurrection

“The general resurrection can hardly be proved from reason, though we
may show its congruity [fitness], (a) As the soul has a natural propensity to
the body, its perpetual separation from the body would seem unnatural,
(b) As the body is the partner of the soul’s crimes, and the companion
of her virtues, the justice of God seems to demand that the body
be the sharer in the soul’s punishment and reward, (c) As the soul
separated from the body is naturally imperfect, the consummation of its
happiness, replete with every good, seems to demand the resurrection
of the body ."" — CatholicEncydopedia (Italics ours).
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Thealécit edom
Resurrection Hope

“| solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus,
who is destined to judge the living and the dead, and
by his manifestation and his kingdom.” —2 Timothy 4:1.
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“Immortality is not a present possession of all men
but a future acquisition of Christians. . . . there can be
no immortality without prior resurrection.” — The

International Dictionary of New Testament Theology
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

O In what way is Christ “the resur-
rection and the life”?

O Who share in the “first resurrec-
tion,” and in what activities will they
assist the King Jesus Christ?

O Why is the term “first resurrec-
tion” appropriate?

O In what way do “the rest of
the dead” “come to life” after the
millennium, and in what respect

is theirs a resurrection superior

to that of persons raised in Bible
times to life on earth?

O On what basis will the resur-
rected dead be judged, and what
will they need to be delivered from
sin and death?
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righteous ones into everlasting life.”—Matthew 25:46.
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

O What do Christendom’s churches
mean by the "general resurrection”
of the dead, but is this doctrine

Biblical?

O What scriptures indicate that not
all the dead will be resurrected?

O What is “Gehenna”?

O What shows that Jehovah

pronounces final judgment against
some even during the present sys-
tem of things?

O What will happen in the “day of
Jehovah,” and will those executed
be resurrected?

O What must be done for survival,
so what work is more urgent
than ever?
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Questions from Readers

m Even as a baby, Jesus was perfect; so why does Luke 2:22-24
speak of Mary’s taking him to Jerusalem ‘when the days for pu-
rifying them according to the law came to the full’?

Jesus did not need to be puri-
fied for he was born as a perfect
human son of God. (Hebrews 7:26;
1 Peter 1:19; 2:22) He thus would
not be included in the “them” in
Luke 2:22-24, which reads: “When
the days for purifying them accord-
ing to the law of Moses came to
the full, they brought him [young
Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present
him to Jehovah, just as it is written
in Jehovah's law: ‘Every male open-
ing a womb must be called holy
to Jehovah,” and to offer sacrifice
according to what is said in the
law of Jehovah: ‘A pair of turtle-
doves or two young pigeons.’ ”

Joseph and Mary rightly wanted
to conform to what the law required
in connection with the birth of a
child. One requirement was that a
firstborn son be presented to God
at the temple and redeemed by a
payment; Mary and Joseph went
to Jerusalem to do this. (Numbers
18:15, 16) Another requirement,
which emphasized that mankind

was sinful and passed on imperfec-
tion through childbirth, called for
the purification of a woman after
she gave birth. If her child was
a male, she was unclean for 40
days, and 80 days in the case of
a female child. Cleansing sacrifices
were offered at the end of the pu-
rification period. (Leviticus 12:1-8)
On Mary and Joseph’s trip to Je-
rusalem, they, too, would comply
with this requirement.

However, Luke 2:22 has raised
questions because it speaks of “the
days for purifying them.’ Who are
the “them”? Some manuscripts
have the Greek word for “her,”
as if the text were speaking of
a purification for Mary only. Ev-
idently this textual variation was
introduced by copyists who were
perplexed by the reading “them.”
Now, though, “them” is accept-
ed as the correct reading, for it
is supported by the best ancient
manuscripts. To whom, then, does
“them” refer?

As noted, it could not have in-
cluded Jesus, for he did not need
cleansing. However, some schol-
ars hold that Jesus was included
on the basis that he was “re-
deemed” on the same trip to the
temple. This claim is weak, howev-
er, because the ‘purification’ and
the ‘redemption’ were two differ-
ent requirements of the Law. More
likely, Joseph was included in the
“them.”

For one thing, the verse goes
on to say that “they brought [Je-
sus] up to Jerusalem.” That meant
Joseph and Mary. And while the
purification rite applied strictly only
to the mother, Joseph arranged for
the trip and as family head he was
responsible to see that the sacrifice
was offered. For such reasons Luke
may have included Mary’s husband
(Jesus’ stepfather) in the “them.”
Luke 2:22 could thus be under-
stood to mean: ‘Upon the comple-
tion of the purification days Mary
and her husband, who was obliged
to see that the Law was carried
out, brought Jesus up to Jerusa-
lem to present him to Jehovah.’
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It was Nisan 14 of the year 33 C.E. Jesus was
sharing a cup of wine and a loaf of unleavened
bread with his apostles. His instruction? “Keep
doing this in remembrance of me.” — Luke 22:19.

So once a year Jehovah's Witnesses around
the world gather to memorialize Jesus’ death in
the way he instructed on the night he made that
statement. This year Nisan 14 falls on April 8.
You are cordially invited to join us in this re-
membrance meeting. Please check with Jehovah's
Witnesses locally for the exact time and place.
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