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God’'s Word Is Alive

Why Martha Believed
INn the Resurrection
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‘comes on out’

God’s Word Is Alive
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to Ju ea, S0 Martha was sure t
have heard about It SLuke 7'11-17§
Later Martha was also sure to hav
heard reports about the resyrrection
by Jesus, of the 1 2year -0ld daugh-
ter of Jairus.—Luke 8:40-56.

Still Martha did not expect Jesus
to resurrect her brother at this time.
That Is why she said; “l know he
wil rlse In the resurrection on the
|ast However, to Impress on
Mart a t e part e has | ra|smg
the dead. Jesus said: amt e res-
Hrrectmg and the life.” qhthe

e ralse up azarus event
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—John 11 24 21, 38-44.
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‘Stepping Over’ to the

Falkland

THREE hundred miles* east of
the southern tip of South Amer-
ica our plane dipped through
the cloud covering, and there
below us were countless islands
large and small, green. studded
with lakes, their coastfines bro-
ken by bays and coves. These
were the Falkland Islands—our
destination. _

The airport was just a narrow
strip on a barrer, windswept
peninsula. Almost immediately
we were aware of the strong,
prevailing westerlies and the
relentless poundlnﬁ of the tem-
Pest_uous seas of the South At-
lantic. But the bleakness van-
ished when we were ?reeted by
two warm, smiling Taces—Af-
thur Nutter and youn? Dorcas
Reid, constituting half of the
total number of "haptized wit-
nesses of Jehovah on these re-
mote islands. Arthur’s wife, Jo-
sie, and Dorcas' mother made
up the balance.

In Port Stanley, the Capital

A short ride in a Land Rov-
er taxi operated by the police
chief’s wife brougfit us to Port
Stanley, the capital and only
city 0 the islands, En_route we
were shown the site of a former
landing strip built with metal
runways. They had been blown
away Dy a storm. We also saw
remains of shipwrecks in the
harbor, testitying to the hard-
ship experienced by the early

+ 1 mile * 16 kilometers.

settlers, man%/ of whom mmp(ly
sta¥]ed on after being strand-
ed here.

That evening we met Dorcas’
family—eight younger brothers
and sistersand her mother, who
almost smgle-handedl}/], rajsed
her youngsters “in the disci-
pline”and _ment_al;rePuIath of
Jehovah™ in this_isolated place.
(Ephesians 6:4) To see all the
young ongs neatl){ dressed and
Sitting quietly at the gathering
left a"deep impressionon s,

The next day Arthur intro-
duced us to his wife, Josie.
Then, along with their two
young children and Dorcas, we
Set out to E_reach the good news
of God’s kingdom to the peo-
ple in Port Stanley. The strong,
cold winds and rdin did not de-
ter the local Witnesses. “If we
were to wait for good weath-
er, we would never get any
work done,” said one of the.
Qur umbrellas were turned In-
side out by the strong gusts.
Soon we_got wet and cold even
though It was a summer day.
But our hearts were warmed b
the wHImg listeners we found,
Inany case, back home a hot
meal 0f mutton, the staple diet
of the Falklands, took care of
things for us. -

The |s|and_s’on!¥ radio station
cooperated in advertising the
special “Bible Lands” slidg pro-
%am that we brought along,

e were dehphted when
came to the recreation room
at the Town Hall Saturday af-
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Islands

ternoon for the presentation.
A rather good attendance, we
thought, for a city of 900 people.

A Side Trip to a Settlement
. The Nutters invited us to vis-
it their home at a camp settle-
ment in Walker Creek. Arthur
went ahead on his motorcy-
cle for an eight-hour ride over
roadless terrain. The rest of us
were_to go_Monday morning
bY “Beaver,” a seven-seat sea-
plane. But gale-f_orce winds and
rain kept elay|_n% our depar-
ture. Tuesday night we heard
our names called over the ra-
dio for the next day’s flight. By
midmorning the winds “abated
and the phone rang. We were
off ina half hour. _

It was a 30-minute flight
westward over most, inter-
esting terrain. To our right we
couldsee the highest peak on
East Falkland—Mount Ushorne,
2,312 feet (705 m) high. Below
US was an expanse of treeless,
bushless grassland, with patch-
es of dark-green bogs. his is
sheep-raising country.

Settlements are very small
?rou s of houses owned by
he Falkland Islands Comﬁany,
where life centers around s eeg).
There are five houses and 35,-
000 sheep in Walker Creek.

A hl%hhght of our visit with
the Nutters Wfﬁ]a\ﬁml stud
meeting using Ihe Watchtower,
Though onlysix of us gathered
in the family kitchen, éveryone



was properly dressed up, thus
showing due respect for the oc-
casion and in keeping with Je-
sus” words: “Where “there are
two or three gathered togeth-
er in my name, there | am in
their midst” (Matthew 18:20)
This spirit has helped the iso-
lated family to keep the feeling
of oneness with the rest of their
worldwide spiritual family.
Sunday we took a drive into
the country. And we certainl
enjoyed se€ing some of the wild-
life, especially the penguins.

Time to Go Home
“Beaver”was our only way to
get back to Port Stanley. There
were the usual uncertainties due
to the weather. As we finall
took off from Choiseul Sound,
the pilot called our attention to
a storm brewmg to the west.
A letter received later told us
that we had narrowly escaped
a mid-summer snowstorm!
Back in Port StanIeY we had
time for | ust a farewell visit to
the Reids. this time Dor-
cas and her 1 -year-old brother

Alex had gone to the maml?]
for school, Ieavm their mather
flS the only Witness in Port Stan-
% It was hard ?r us.to feave
this fine tamily all by itsel

As our plang togk off for the
majnlan we realléed that this
visit had made a dee |mfores
sion on us, It was most Futh-
str?n thenmg fo sge the

764 evotion displa
these I?ew Witnesses gn){ﬁe |3/

I nds, They have rele onded to

the ‘Macedonian call’ to ‘step
over and help us’ in the Falk-
land Islands.—Acts 16:9.
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Who Alone Is Loyal?
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“I shall have affection for you, O Jehovah my strength. With
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WITH REGARD TO LOYALLY
ADVOCATING GOD’S WORD,
HOW HAVE THE FOLLOWING
MEASURED UP, AND WHY?

O The headquarters buildings of
Jehovah’s Witnesses

O Jesus Christ and his apostles

O The “faithful and discreet slave”
of modern times

O Scribes who copied and recopied
the Bible text

O Earlier translators into modern
languages

O Translators of recent versions of
the Bible

O The New World Bible Translation
Committee
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Insigntonthe News

Warning on Dating

“Courtship is timeless, but dat-
ing as a social fashion is strict-
ly a 20th-century phenomenon,”
says an article in London’s Sun-
day Telegraph entitled “Dating Is
Damaging.” More precisely, the
article points out that “during
and after the First World War, it
was taken up by students at the
lvy League universities of Ameri-
ca. .. . Popularised by the mov-
ies, it spread very rapidly.” Since
“the essential marital motive is
often completely lacking,” mod-
ern dating has become “a form of
misguided recreation,” says the
article. What are the “damaging”
results? “These can be anxiety,
depression, sickness, mental ill-
ness, disease, illegitimate births,
abortion, even attempted suicide.
And not to be overlooked is that
vast annual crop of premature
marriages fore-doomed to end in
the bitterness of divorce.” Ac-
cording to the article, early dating
also tends to narrow a person’s
interests and retard personal de-
velopment.

So, rather than getting caught
up with this “social fashion” and
“misguided recreation,” Christian
youths do well to take advantage
of the freedom and energy that
they enjoy to develop and broad-
en their interests, skills, learning
and Christian association. By so
doing they are “safely treasuring
up for themselves a fine founda-
tion for the future, in order that
they may get a firm hold on the
real life.”— 1 Timothy 6:19.

Catechism
Stunts Minds

Teaching the Roman Catholic
catechism to primary-school stu-
dents “hinders intelligence from
coming into play and its develop-
ment is slowed,” asserted Serge
Larivee of the University of Mon-
treal in a recent interview. Accord-
ing to the Toronto Star, Larivee,
editor of La Revue Canadienne
de Psycho-Pedagogie, based his
conclusions on about 100 recent-
ly published research papers. Re-
garding the claim that such in-
struction will “make the children
enter into a living, personal re-
lationship with each divine per-
sonage (of the trinity doctrine),”
Larivee asked: “Have you ever
tried, in a non-abstract way, to
enter into a living and person-
al relationship with three invisible
persons that make up one?”

The confusion and hindrance
of mind resulting from parroting
Church doctrine and dogmas are
in sharp contrast to the benefits
that come from learning based
on God’s Word, the Bible. “The
reminder of Jehovah is trustwor-
thy, making the inexperienced one
wise,” says the psalmist. And, with
the acquiring of the “knowledge
of God, . . . thinking ability itself
will keep guard over you, discern-
ment itself will safeguard you.”
(Psalm 19:7; Proverbs 2:5-11) But,
when the religious leaders them-
selves turn their backs on the
Bible and teach human tradition
and philosophy instead, what can
they expect to impart to others,
young or old? “Look! They have
rejected the very word of Jeho-
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vah, and what wisdom do they
have?”— Jeremiah 8:9.

Written in
the Genes?

Reviewing the book Genetic
Prophecy; Malcolm Browne wrote
in the November 1981 issue of
Discover magazine: “For the first
time it begins to seem possible
to look at the chemistry of even
an unborn child and make some
shrewd guesses about its future
— its probable state of health and
susceptibility to diseases, its ath-
letic potential, its tastes, interests,
and ability to get along with other
people, its life expectancy, and,
yes, its intelligence.”

From this, some may conclude
that a person’s life course is pre-
determined by his genetic make-
up. However, even the writer of
the book feels that “the genes
propose, the environments dis-
pose.” Moreover, the Bible shows
that man, created “in God’s im-
age,” is endowed with a generous
measure of free will and choice.
(Genesis 1:27) Heredity may in-
cline a person in a certain di-
rection, but his upbringing and,
above all, his exercise of free will
and choice ultimately determine
the outcome. Thus, through Mo-
ses, Jehovah God plainly stated:
“I have put life and death before
you, the blessing and the male-
diction; and you must choose life
in order that you may keep alive,
you and your offspring.”— Deu-
teronomy 30:19.
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Questions from Readers

m How should Individual Christians and the congregation as a whole
view the Bible advice to marry “only in the Lord”?

Concerning a woman whose hus-
band has died, the apostle Paul
advised: “She is free to be married
to whom she wants, only in the
Lord" (1 Corinthians 7:39) That
is no\ merely some personal ad-
vice from a human. Paul wrote it
under inspiration; so this wise and
loving counsel originates with God.
Hence, Christians should view it
as serious, not something to be
ignored or treated lightly. The his-
torical record in the Bible under-
scores this.

When Abraham chose a wife for
Isaac, he did not select a woman
from among practicers of false reli-
gion, the Canaanites round about.
Rather, he went to the trouble of lo-
cating, in a distant land, a wife from
among relatives who recognized
the true God. Similarly, Isaac told
Jacob: “You must not take a wife
from the daughters of Canaan.”
(Genesis 28:1; 24:1-67) Abraham
and lIsaac realized that marriage
was not a matter of mere romantic
attachment. Devotion to Jehovah
was involved, for marrying an un-
believer could bring serious prob-
lems and might even lead a person
away from pure worship.

Yet not all the Hebrews kept
firmly separate from those who did
not worship Jehovah. For instance,
Dinah associated with young per-
sons in her neighborhood who did
not serve the true God. With what
result? One of the young men
became passionately aroused and
violated her. It seems that for a
time Judah moved away from his

family and took a Canaanite wife.
How did that work out? Well, three
sons resulted from that unequal
union, but Jehovah had to destroy
two of them because of their bad-
ness. Simeon also had a son by
a Canaanite. This evidently was
considered so much out of the or-
dinary or so undesirable that at-
tention was called to it in the list
of Jacob’s descendants.— Genesis
34:1, 2; 38:1-10; 46:8-10.

When God provided laws to
guide Israel, he warned against
their forming a marriage alliance
with a person who did not worship
Jehovah. (Deuteronomy 7:2-4) The
wisdom of this was underscored
by the tragedy that befell Solo-
mon. He may have felt that, be-
cause he was exceptionally wise,
he could cope with any problem or
test resulting from marrying wom-
en who were not serving Jehovah.
But when he ignored God’s coun-
sel, even Solomon came to grief.
— 1 Kings 11:1-6.

Finally, in the Christian Greek
Scriptures God repeated the coun-
sel: Do not marry someone who is
not serving the Lord. The inspired
counsel was not, 'If you find a clean,
decent person, it is permissible to
court and marry that individual with
the hope that he or she may even-
tually become a Christian.” Rather,
God’s Word clearly says: “Do not
become unevenly yoked with un-
believers.” (2 Corinthians 6:14) To
marry someone who is not already
a baptized Christian would be to
disregard that serious counsel.

Because Jehovah's Witnesses as
a people view this counsel as wise
and serious, they do not want to
contribute to anyone’s going con-
trary to it. For example, if because
of weakness a spiritual brother or
sister began to court or date a
person who is not a witness of
Jehovah, the others in the congre-
gation would hardly want to en-
courage that by socializing with
the unbeliever. They agree with the
Bible that the non-Christian is not
a good associate. (1 Corinthians
15:33) But they should continue to
display interest in their brother or
sister. They might be able to offer
tactful and encouraging admoni-
tion to help the straying Christian
to avoid the sad path that Solo-
mon followed.—Compare 2 Thes-
salonians 3:14, 15.

But what if a Witness planned
to disregard God’s advice and to
marry someone who was not a bap-
tized Witness? Unless there was
some exceptional reason, brothers
in the congregation would not want
to solemnize such an unequal yok-
ing. Nor would the Kingdom Hall
be available for the wedding. It is
available for marriages of two bap-
tized Christians who are marrying
“only in the Lord.” Or it might
sometimes be used by two persons
who are regularly serving God as
part of the congregation and who
will soon be baptized. By not allow-
ing the Kingdom Hall to be used
by a Witness who plans to 'be-
come unevenly yoked with an un-
believer,” the congregation elders
can underscore the seriousness of
God’s counsel to marry “only in
the Lord.”
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A Gulide

Referring to the book Mak-
ing Your Family Life Happy, a
young couple from Britain wrote
as follows:

onChild Rearing
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“It was our Almanac, Bible,
rule of thumb, on child rearing,
and to say we would have been
lost without it would be an under-
statement. As a matter of fact,
Samuel and no Family book is a
thought that | haven’t the cour-
age to face up to even yet.

“We stuck firmly to the five
principles from God’s Word, as
outlined in the book, and with-
in six weeks he was sleeping
through the night and in such a
regular pattern through the day
it even helped Anne and me
with our schedules. And now he
is a fine, well-adjusted, spirited
young boy.”



