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S0 Many
Religions!

’7THERE IS only one God why are there so many religions? Have
%/ou ever wondered about thr ? Most thinking . Peo le”have. And
he answer Js ngt easy to find. The requrous situation In the world
is about as confused as 1t ‘could be, Just consider some facts.
How Many Rer |ons Are There? That is difficult to sggl But there

s ) g s el

have millions. Most peoﬁr]) In Christen ‘f elieve’in a tr nrty—t ree
Persons In_qne r%;o ﬁeope are religious without having a pos-
tive D ere |na
Are A |I sDrftere VHS of Worshr One God? This
s wide be ve But as the facts just presene owtrscnnot
etrue Besides, even the ara teristics oft \}r S ors rP? are
ifferent. Some religions ave stat are bg leved to be Indi erent
yet others view their

to man |Bd Others have vrr] ctrve di an
go S 2 enevolenJ Evidently, thesé religionsare not all speaking
bout the same.go

Are There Things in Common Among. All Religions? In spite of
Ihe differences, tnere are widespread sr il discuss

arities that we wi
ﬁter However, for now let Us rust say ths; Most relgrons teach that
there |sa authority ah ove tha of man %lt

0 not a ree
on wh atautprrt ieg[t %r uracasoﬁ
to conlu ct oneself In, this re ent ou? at uigance |fers
rom re gron to rel |grogt most reI lons teac F Ind 0 sgl
vation,” or the h rﬁp life n which our Bresent tr| ations will
no more (althou the drffer as to the nature of that “salvation”).
Can We ear P g from This? Mankind a awpole evident
o, | %Wét%t t'tt vig e”a‘)yt”é’rabﬁtteruk't‘edt% ttté Ly evenant
cogfr?nt tem and see Hae need o[} ﬁﬂ er authortrt top[tlf trPt

with so man ns offerind contradictor vrce wher
sol1 erson 0 for tti%ip that?tg %vrousl e/er?s 7 Where drg
ese op] radi torY religions come from anyway? IS there any way
te Ing which one is right?

THE WATCHTOWER— MARCH 1, 1982 3



Wh
Did They OFiginate?

ILE the religions of the world
are very diverse, there are certain

spirits that can affect mankind for good
or for bad.

widespread similarities, For example, theHave you noticed, too, how wjdespread

voodoo r_ell,gmns of South America, the
tribal religions of Africa, the ?rea,t reli-
gions of the East, the aboriginal religions
0f Australia—in fact, nearly all reljgions
—helieve that there is a ‘spiritual part
of man that survives the death of the
fleshly body. Also, most religigns have
beliefS about the existence “of unseen

I the use of rel ngus |ma9es? Also, man
religions practice. divinatjon or astrolo-
%W. And a surprising number of rellglons

roughoyt history” have had trjads of

gods, Similar to Christendom’s Trinity.

Do youy think it is possible that” all
these Teligions developed such similar
religious practices independently of one

. Christendom'’s Adoration
Hindu .
Trinity Trinity of Mary
Mayan

ANCIENT BABYLON
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another? Or is. It. mare } n¥that the}g
somehow r?rof their 1deas from a com P
ource? this IS more reasona
what was that common sourc
o answ rthrs We have to drscu the
g e i
30 h

0 sand we
Etyooqunc rasates ‘Certain sc CIF
ars have ev o d] eories on

10N eanB rehistoric tl es oone
eqr accegted schol-

e ety |

at authorrty IS the BI

The Start of It All
As u know, the BI I? IS a boo
th etrme was wr yfre ecte
ntese

Jo ewer and
ewer eop ®'réa hen We are
discussjn

gnrel/\daron wec [rot 0.50 In
aﬂ ecadse re’Yr ro?rls tOs rgt [nto
zltnhas}ad moF effect gn me?hkPnd71 ha%

go gf)gr(to Hgthrnq else, the Bi-

bz!r?rsre%XBvanat]IO%ecausewrtrew on areg L
Db et |
consrder wnh(at tﬁ SB F

Pare r fi ern% |tahss%nsr%y8fatlhet -
f gr ?e te sust at m]aﬁ originall
Ee leve one (sod hs sn%
IS OWN @e ce rdrn 0 the recor
bl |
Elego er dahefp ar?d guidance, so tlhat

cou make %
enes|
m/ rn star usto er ron
W, today confuse tua
tion com abou

Accord nd to the Bible, this stemmed
rom a rebe li dpn against that.one orrdrna
%térce ? ument that Is han
é) a amannme rﬁr rod

ified as rnrtratrn this rebellion.
Imro ecamteacrté/ ider, construct-
Ing Awtres In the an (#ent r}e jon known

efsorggaangom a%e aréad IS a

rtre th& 8
twer a8 cca
an Ca{n 1
ams, wrrtrn rnt
rne crentr |c mericap,
F go crtres 'th secdn reat rev
utar in hum ncu ture. ethe

It-
les that Nrmro awtwer mon tch

zasrg we cessful \)/

earliest ones nofeg In t €, WE Cal
ﬁ ireﬂaée the Intluence thIS man must

at eventulal eclaémeéhﬁ reat
%abol éj} %I%Ietelso ane 8
rt Go sex resérﬁ
ouds ad arti f an pog
€0 esard ? e on!
uséhww]d ours veg rhrt ower
Its torir In t 3 avens, an et us
Fra‘k a celebrate bgagr(r:e og do%r\slgrv%j
Re surEac& OF] t{h/e earth. ?{Senesrs 113

Llowe%/e[e ecau eo drvrne Interyentio

Lo

rr re
1] s rdeas wit t

Triads of gods. Use of images. Astrology. Existence of
unseen spirits. A spiritual part of man that survives death.
These beliefs are common to religions in most lands
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d

& tlrt$t§ [Il?]e Enc Iop dra Am rrcaH

sa)ﬁ cho ars ne agree t ht e
|ef

r
ﬁ t civilization Xf whr h we have
e alr0sg, BmOé]qutheSS Hrerrans
eso0 oamr eon olonora, In
an article Scientific Amerrc n,
|ng S ar aShS nown e

,rf r s(tcr es { o shape
h er% [ cent, eeast Mg ment
whlrsctsreefr leso oa ra ece
tB trewdusta
area w g tﬁt Ible says %y
ecorft enameg N éabrlons of
o%e crl\lest tt
chaBO(rp Sy IMro
gﬁt inhabi ans fMeso%ota
agtrsou&purlﬁrr%seeshe ac ua11 OWer re-
Ere N “ES‘ I Iated (t]o?r\trserhsat/heat”rrrcr(e)\r/e
@abr L i
een rscovere out rde the 0éible rse@T
ut some enFy oclate It wit
%e nam [Igetters t\/ﬁt ylon an go
ear In eac ame seen 1o’ bet erof
%r meanrngtlon part, of hoth w o\[ds J
zelgrerlttua éwgarwors |peétesasrsa Og}oégust
HQ hdraons of gyp?were Wor-
R n theX can rsco er ou tﬁe
urnst tteydI rnporcnr
ence en lost forever. ece?
estu nt 0es not rely on archaeology

that mank
%e same
most £ Sa
% are famrlrar ¥o
ere known to butld Tar ers
B eV
e]rt J N enﬁsrs fhapter Was not
l¥t ename has not
ardu
this ass?cr IS correct the
8F courge archa oloo/rsts are Ir Ited
lon, an o mterprett em
crrechv oub ess uch important %v
e
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08S th{ scch r]rdos I with the cur- Ne@m e the truth of the Bhble

Ll
0%? £ eﬁents recorgl

eactorg

ellgat |ne
It 1S a[so, notewort
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nat t ewa rrr man
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ol i, 5
?[ontlgmrtﬁ the saSO el J at are he
oes hrs rhean ﬁnet/t th religion . of
ancre esorsto amia SH]re Influ-
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Ve come l_to tha conclusion.
0KS. 0 e H[Istory o 10N§,
Fro't ti\9|orrrs Sas oW spol¥e otR%hg pro
r] hmpressronm on th ancren
WOr X remﬁ an estations
of reﬂ HSt ought onia.
CoII J% wrhv?ewgﬁglmoefet i
ans, C Er]ean? |9h en lan %Y Xrﬁd
omans ﬂ1 Indus, . t
(otph %Io axons
rur hgexrcan and Peruvians rn
ave all errved herrre grous Ideas
commRn source and a common cer] re
verywhere.we find the most startlin
corn ences rnrrte ceremonies, stom
||ons and |n en mes nd atlong
err IS crv sa esses
vr ep X 5e ear onr
mere orced f Ohner rat aro eear

%IOUS gas wi

%% ar redr I
can ﬁn \%rmatr

cate the rrght a o todtahelp Us to lo-
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CanWeFind
the Right One?

eknow where all hrs reli- Pnes belgause thegrgvhole earth beIongs to
ous IVersit st rted, rt eco ﬁ xodus 1

srert an |E%ue tion; Which 19 or ma e [ the wors of Jeho-
rr ron | the true neiah rve on e%r i

go(n s th one af cago e raced he ew hou ¥
ck to gha ano iant rebellion against hnto In an stas eve he -
the true ourceo ova repeat yto em that ewas

The Encyclo edra of World R%Ir ions o sen s ecra Messen v¥
kesa nte estrn € mentt rrn va lon to mankind. Arter
pus ere. O(er rons o ear rs one appeared. He was
u vided Into é

eworl yber

t&h ypes—t fO\RrRe IC [ufttrmatelymge rY e trme []esus iy

rrigtf‘ht””fm'h el

ruaa |n caI e, e i h °V“ eyfett a't”e ol
ce orso he ews t j0In N terr re ru a ers;. ave mae
ro at.Babel a ttet ource ewor rnva e 0 our

t Babel a b f

o rr an es ne rnc uﬁh radrtron at hew 1 ecaus

sacan ews oppose esus ere re
Pae Jatn;t e Rl Dot i N
arlelenarneoovtthestéulen o& OIsgea ?rurts g—gl\XgPthteowaz %tron Pro crn rts
L ?[ngf 2 ¢ a)r(t0 ueo Chrrstranrty
a WOrs eova rnte a at That “nation” turned ut to be the
raham dr Christian congreqgation. These were the
neswoac ep BsUS swhe
ALrne ofTrueWorshrpers e Jews, ree Im
aue fAbraha fajt fuIn s, Je- o esse heo or herrfar
ova Ised that escen- after Je rrac
answou ven ua ecomeasecral uous ow.ere esustue wers
nrn sees hrls
Clent
ear sa Y

é)erlomrs ﬁ/ EO Spe kberrs rerﬁn toanuaeCsﬁnot rn sense
SrICS| ha ers cou Ers ané WG%T
mr%VOICﬁﬁ pr%OU Wﬂﬁlcer)an; ’t'[)& y e g‘ Wt t (F d

|p resurFec ronsa r}mrrac de (?
come errg act that here, ingee Yrrlas
mysnecra perty out 0 gther peo- natron that od Was using.
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IDENTIFYING MARKS OF TRUE RELIGION

o Those who practice it have genuine love among themselves.—John 13:35.

a All their beliefs are based on the Bible.—John 17:17; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17.

O They pray for God to sanctify his name.— Matthew 6:9; Psalm 83:18.

0 They proclaim God’s kingdom in all the earth.— Matthew 24:14.

O They keep separate from the world's affairs.—James 1:27; John 17:14.

O They put God’s kingdom and righteousness first in life.—Matthew 6:33.

O They cultivate the fruitage of God’s spirit.— Galatians 5:22, 23.

O They obey all human laws not contrary to God’s law.—Romans 13:1-7.

%%22 c mpare Acts 2:1-4; 3:1-10;

or S re undre [0
hemselves rtsttan XEt thej}? Hpé ffaer
%moean h donrgcpnean
come abou
Istor sh%wst many hrlstﬁtng
|d e the same ne Jews
on,e e apostﬁtté ey mtxed -
mess oc rlns from other
ren%tons eé/es arted to.teach doc-

ewb
h &rr?Hft Rasttttat orPelrnSe(t)treSd roorﬂen%Od
|s mn%v d non eYﬁsh s(? Ces,
0 Srocnamvg e ac g di Jrhr?se each
cholar Wrote e Rllet;v 10
i% Had\eves he W rd rbnl e%%pear
hre ﬁlé reﬁ?r%zars ateerIY deaH ’}
0 e origin 0

our |re conce
rlstYalgﬁ) r&rthur %9

ehsame ca r.the doc |n

telmmoral sou eW| spr lse

of Images, the poph arity o as rology
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utsure u might say, ‘Christian-
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He Made “Heavy Loads” Light

JESUS said concerning the scribes and Phari-
Sees: The%/ bind up heavy loads and put them
upon the shoulders of men; but the}/ themselves
are not wdhng to budge them with
(Matthew 23:2) As evidence of how that roved

{0 he t{ ﬁ We [ead the following in A Dictio-

nary ort e Bible, edited by James Hastings:
‘The scribes were not philosophers; they were
interpreters of the sacred Law Every de-
partment of life was regulated by it Ev-
ery hiblical commandment was sufrounded by a
network of petty regulations. No allowance was
made for changing circumstances; full obedience
to the Law in all'its particulars was inexorably
demanded of every Jew. To the ?recepts of the
Written Law weré added those o
or Traditional Law, which was handed down
as a sacred trust from generation to ?eneratlon
and ultimately embodied in the Talmud. . . .
An attempt was thus made to brlng every con-
ceivable case within the scope of the Law, and

heir finger/’

the "Halakha’

with merciless logic to regulate the whole of
human conduct b%/ strict rule of thumb. Legal
details were multiplied until rehgmn hecame
a trade, and life an intolerable burden. Men
were reduced to moral automatons. The voice
of canscience was stifled; the living power of
the Divine word was neutralized and smoth-
ered beneath a mass of eternal rules. Hence
our Lords accusation against the Pharisees,
that by their traditions they made void the

How encouraging it must have peen for hum-
ble, sincere people to learn that the Son of God
did not view worship in that way! How delight-
ful they must have found his words: “Come to
me, all XOU who are toiling and loaded down,
and | will refresh you. Takeé my oke upon you
an Iearn from me, for | am mild-tempered and

yin heart and you will find refreshment
dyour souls. For my yoke is kindly and my
Ioa is light”l—Matthéw" 11:28-30.

THE WATCHTOWER— MARCH 1, 1982 9



Novel Ways
to Fill the Coffers

SI%RMONS from the_pulpit asV]dr;nlﬂ days and. 7 nights. Then | am going

Or money are nothing .new as a_remin
i parentle times. of rnrf]l tion and tighttpat t deyfeate(? d cannot

sen

gurs Strin hrttrn% e chrrrch rﬁswrge deVgon tw ré ebnyaponger

§ S0 ard at cierrg% eversy ﬁ Wit er erin

ﬂ]rg”sccrg ! m?%ere are e ? [f | A restrgrous atrst church N DaI

more ovefon ar?ses elxacs rrﬁes aacl rIYron cpe ncra
arH resse§ la bur ?n tow

ense oP Sen rn&(y ? 886 éoﬁ]cna ? erate from the bqo
10 enveIopDe g/hreek a drainin L1|on ¢ year

church “in ubu\% owa, nqQw in rnte?es the mrn te edpnpr

an arrangement wheéreb parrs(ﬁrongrs bers é‘{%

can have't herrkan K@ reqular f -Space #)rkméf(}) Idm “Parkin

dug I]panW gpr]nthe Hrncﬂecol? eagﬁounts rs rncr asrng e ﬁe ministe

E those who ma[)( feeI uncomfo sar I, | é fdp %ﬁ%ts!é’.?rga

ab, apout no gutt ganythrng In m sr ar ing space or
fajion baskets ring sen ¢ 7000 and D for n‘?e \ﬁaﬁ take
urc provides  plas sayrnﬁ Severa) 3’ ust 3 Give any-

(at they dave at es\he Ik. They ca it e U8 sacP?rce

op h hrn |{|
A clergyman in oenrx Arrzona arroh}r ﬁf%re members of, of an

Ircan churc when
§%%t8§thrssh%trhﬂ“”l%t f tﬁee‘éee(! the?rmrnrstert d e that donations

I COpRer .coins were no longer accet
o i th‘em% oy e etk e
edev havE ﬂatro that it % heen ecided tha?no

|st |gn wit F
st Psam on 0 0 ue ue Chrisian s ouId f c pper coins
rote rgn/ a ar S g\%/ trou &éh 'ﬁfm anrte ahq< tEes%LP eR’
rr st Bl aeer | : : g
cIos d prayers ee it n con re aton In Corinth, Greece
srgn on rt and sen orust she as [es0 ved
orn o eart r naly qr under
rac sﬁur sr ?ron orGo Ignesa

h
rayer arden fg?)oi h)eeFHtJ giver."— 3 Corinthians



Insigntonthe News

Conscience
or Jobs

Recently the 500 Roman Cath-
olic workers at a nuclear weap-
ons assembly plant in Amarillo,
Texas, were faced with a diffi-
cult question of conscience. Bish-
op Leroy T. Matthiesen urged all
2,400 workers at the plant to re-
sign in protest over the American
decision to stockpile the neutron
bomb. As reported in the Nation-
al Catholic Reporter, one church
deacon who works at the plant
said: “You know what your mor-
al position would be if you were
the guy to pull the trigger, but
it is less clear if you are assem-
bling parts. If the church
thought my work was immoral,
why wasn’t something said seven
years ago when | applied to the
diaconate program?”

While any outcry against imple-
ments of war is commendable, the
deacon’s question indicates that
his bishop’s urgings were moti-
vated more by neutron-bomb pol-
itics than conscientious qualms
about making weapons. Instead
of leaving one’s conscience in
such a quandary, the Bible clear-
ly foretold what can be expect-
ed from those who truly would
be serving God in the “days to
come.” Through the prophet Isa-
iah, God gave a preview of our
day when “many peoples” among
the nations “will hammer their
swords into ploughshares, their
spears into sickles” (rather than
assemble weapons of war) and
“there will be no more training for
war” among them.— Isaiah 2:1-4,
Catholic Jerusalem Bible.

Pope to
‘Save World’'?

“A sense of divine mission
thrusts the Pontiff ever more
deeply into the politics of Po-
land,” declared a recent News-
week article entitled “The Pope’s
Divisions.” The article notes that
“during his first return to Poland
he declared that the Holy Spirit
intended that ‘this Polish Pope,
this Slav Pope should at this pre-
cise moment manifest the spir-
itual unity of Eastern Europe.””
And, in a recent address to Euro-
pean theologians, the pope con-
tended that “the problem that
assails us is really to save Eu-
rope and the world from the final
catastrophe.”

In keeping with this goal, News-
week notes, the pope has been
spending a good deal of time with
political figures, including “one
of the longest audiences he has
ever granted to a foreign official”
— the Polish foreign minister. But
is such politically oriented activ-
ity truly a “calling from God” to
‘save the world from final catas-
trophe’? Indeed, is it in keep-
ing with God’s purpose at all to
‘save the world’ as we know it?
“Saint” Peter, through whom the
pope claims apostolic authority,
answers No. Peter foretold that
just as “the world that then was
[before Noah'’s flood], being over-
flowed with water, perished,” so
too, “the heavens and the earth
which are now, by the same word
are kept in store” for God'’s fiery
judgment against “ungodly men.”
— 2 Peter 3:6, 7, Catholic Douay
Version.

U.S. President
on Armageddon

As reported in the New York
Times, after a recent discussion
with President Reagan, Alabama
Senator Howell Heflin told news-
men: “We got off into the Bible
a little bit. We were talking about
the fact that the Middle East, ac-
cording to the Bible, would be the
place where Armageddon would
start. ... He interprets the Bible
and Armageddon to mean that
Russia is going to get involved
in it.”

It is commendable that such
high-ranking public officials do
not dismiss lightly what the Bible
says about Armageddon. How-
ever, is Armageddon actually a
catastrophic final war between
blocs of nations as these officials
apparently believe? Well, the Bi-
ble’s reference to the word “Ar-
mageddon” includes not just the
Eastern bloc of nations, but also
the Western bloc when it de-
picts “the kings of the earth and
of the whole world” all gathered
on one side of the great battle.
The forces on the other side are
those of God himself, since the
conflict is called “the battle of
that great day of God Almighty.*'
Hence, the great war at the fig-
urative “place called in the He-
brew tongue Armageddon” will
not be a nuclear holocaust be-
tween national groups. Rather, it
is a selective war in which God
will use his power to cleanse the
earth of wickedness.— Revelation
16:14, 16, Authorized Version;
compare Revelation 19:11-19.
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Pioneers find the public preaching work enjoyable and often become very effective
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Many who cannot pioneer right now are able to
share material things with those in full-time service
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COULD YOU EXPLAIN ...

O Why it is appropriate for young
Christians to consider pioneering?

O How Jehovah sustains his
full-time servants?

O Why pioneering is a special
demonstration of faith?
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schedule is such that, if they get up early and
use their time well, they can ‘also devoté two
hours a day to the freld mrnrstrly Thousands
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s ed why he put forth the added effort to
auxr |ary groneer one Witness said: “It Is m?/
s¥ g ‘Thank 'you, Jehovah, for all

the thrngs hat you have done for me.”
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How to
— Practical

“WHAT prevents me " was ﬁart_of
a question about baptism that an Ethiopian
asked Philip the evangelizer.—Acts 8:36.

But we might ask a similar important
question affecting many Christians today. You
may already have considered the %ge?tlon
ourself, 11" What prevents me’ from
loneering’ _

In your case the thrust of the question
may be: ‘What prevents me from entermq
the” pioneer service?” Or you may feel tha
the issue really is: ‘How could I continue as
a pioneer?” From either angle some true-life
experiences of some Christians can help us.
Let us, then, listen to some successful and
happy pioneers.

Making Adjustments—Time and Money-

In order to'become a pioneer and continue
as one you must have a Iovm% desire to
serve Jehovah with your whole heart, soul,
mind and strenPth. Matthew 22:37-39) You
must keenly feel the importance of spreading
God’s warning message today and aiding
persons on the road to life while there is
yet time. And you certalnI%/ need God’s holy
Spirit and blessing. Yet certain concerns may
come to your mind, such as how to have
en_ou%h time and moneK. Many have had to
adjust their life and schedule to make time
for pioneering. Connected with that, you
may need to adjust your employment so you
can still support yourself while pioneering.
Is that possible? -

A couple in Pomona, California, faced that
question. The brother explains that he had
not been taking the truth seriously and “was
heavily involved in hard rock music and
some rather heavy drmkmg.” But a talk at a
circuitassembly in 1979 made him ask himself
seriously: ‘Does my life reflect a real desire
for the present unclean system of things to

Pioneer
Experiences

be replaced?” After he and his wife talked it
over, they realized that in a number of areas
the¥] had not been applrmg_go_dly counsel
so they resolved to adjust their life-style an
work ‘toward pioneering. He writes: “You
wouldn’t believe all the adjustments we had
to make. We sold our house and moved into
a house trailer. We cut out our lavish nights
of entertainment. | sold my business, which
had been grossing over $2,000 a month, and
found employment that would allow me to
work only two days a week.” Now that they
have been pioneering for almost two years,
he says: “| feel like a tremendous weight
has been lifted off our shoulders; like we've
been set free from a trap that had closed
in on us. _ o

A blind brother in Yucatan, Mexico, is
56 years old and has a wife and children
to Support. What does he do for work?
Eleuterio Pinto rises at 5 a.m. to prepare
coconuts. He chops off the outside shell with
a machete (a large, heavy knife) and with
an ice pick makes a hole in the coconut so
that customers can drink the refreshing milk
inside. Brother Pinto sells his merchandise
from 8 a.m. until after lunch and then shares
in the pioneer ministry, which he has been
en{oylng for five years,

n South Africa, V. Standley had planned
to follow university studies with a career in
agriculture. But after becoming a Witness
he served for years at the Watch Tower
printery and later he and his wife were
special “pioneers. Then pregnancy called for
adjustments. They located an inexpensive
flat and Brother "Standley found part-time
work with a firm doing office cleaning.
More recently they moved to an area where
Pmneers were needed more, and he was able
0 oEen up a branch for the same firm, still
working part time. He reports: “Today we
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have a very pleasant home, our material
needs are adequately met and we still have
the privilege of full-time service. | have
proved over and over the validity of David’s
words about being young and growing old
and never seeing ‘anglone righteous left
entirely.’ "—Psalm 37:25. _
‘Would retirement be a perfect time to
pioneer? It has been for many. But even here
special effort and adjustments may be needed.
or instance, Brothér Balmaceda retired from
government work in the Philippine Islands
and looked forward to pioneering. What
though, could he do to care for his financia
needs? He found that raising hogs works out
well for him, providing income and yet a
rather free schedule. This 70-year-old pioneer
says that he ‘feels closer to Jehovah than
ever before,” and he has seen his pioneer
spirit stimulate three of his family to take
up that privileged service. _
Adjustments might be in order even if
?/_ou are_a company official earning a ‘good
iving.’ That was the situation of Shozo Mima,
the president of a prospering Japanese firm
involved with truckm%/lproduce. Having the
p|oneer$f)|r|t, Brother Mima began to pioneer
while still the company president. However,
he started to “feel that in his position as a
president of a company and as a pioneer he
was slavmg for both riches and Jehovah.”
(Matthew 6:24) So gradually he shifted his
work to others and found employment that
did not require so much time and attention,
With what he earned and what he had saved
he was able to care for his family and to
ﬁ!oneer. Yes, he felt that he should apply
imself not in makmﬁ a company prosper
but in serving Jehovah more fully.

Family Cooperation N

You may feel that becoming or remaining
a pioneer 1s just too big an undertaking for
you alone. Well, then, it may be that you can
succeed with cooE_eratmn from your family,
including your children. Many exPerlences
show thatjoint family effort to help one or
more to pioneer _b_rmgs success, and produces
very happy families too.
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Brother Kozo Sato in Japan has a wife,
and two children in high school. He discussed
with them his intense desire to set a fine
example as an elder. What was the decision?
He quit his emploKment with a company
that required eight-hour workdays. Then he
started his own business. Doing what? Four
days a week for a few hours he collects
used newspapers, magazines and other paper
to be sold to recyclers. And each morning
all four in the family spend an hour or so
delivering newspapers. By this, anng with
cutting down on expenses, Brother Sato is
able to pioneer reqularly and his two children
also have that as their goal.

In the same land Sister Toshiko Zenko no
longer had a husband but had to provide for
three growing children. She received some
money from a small piece of land, and that
cared for her rent. To pay for food and other
ex_i)enses, she works two days a week and
still is able to pioneer. Where does family
cooperation come in?’you might wonder. She
explains that her two boys “cooperate very
well in shopping, doing work at home and can
even change the wick in the kerosene stove
and the washers in the faucets.” Her daughter
h,elf)s,,too, with cooking and cleaning. The
%w did some part-time jobs after school

ours, but now that she has graduated, she
has hegun pioneering, alternating workda_¥s
with her mother. In fact, all four in the family
plan to be pioneering together soon.

Yes, if you have a family, then pioneering
will likely require the cooperation and support
of all. But what joy and satisfaction it can
bring! And a side product may be additional
pioneer ministers. _

Naturally, your circumstances are different
from those of another person. Yet if you
are moved by love and devotion to want
to pioneer, that goal may be possible even
if there are obstacles to overcome. Speak
to other Christians about it, especially to
those who are or have been successful
pioneers. They may have additional practical
suggestions on how you can pioneer.



The “Kingdom Truth”
District Conventions

JEHOVAH is “the God of truth.” ‘(Psalm 31:5)
Hrs Son, Jesus Christ, said of himself: “l am the
and the truth and the life.” (John 14:6)
is Father’s Wor he said, “Your word I
truth " (John 17:17) 7) And the Christian con%re
gatron |s a jsarllar and support of the truth.”

But what is Klngdom truth? It is the theme
that runs right through the Bible from Gengsis

Revelation. Jehovah God uttered the first
Krn dom truth when he told the Serpent in the
garden of Eden: “I shall put enmity between
you and the woman and’ between “your seed
and her seed. He will bruise you in"the head
gq‘% you will brurse him_in the heel.” (Genesis

Among the last Kingdom truths' record-
ed in God's"Word is that Tound at Revelation
VAN !GOdA will wipe out every tear from their
eyes, and death will be no_more, neither will
mournrnrq] nor outcry nor pain be anymore, The
former things have ‘passed away.

What a privilege is ours as Chnstran wrtde
es of Jehovah to make known the K
truth to others! How important it is that we do
sol Truth-hungry persons sigh and groan be-
cause of the abominations they see takrn% place.
gEzekrel 9:4) Many say they are withou hoR
sharrn([rhrn the fulfillment of Jesus’ propne-
cy at Matthew 24:14 we can bring comfort and
hope to all who really yearn for fruth.

That we mrﬁht better appreciate what King-
dom truth is all about and what our obligations
are in relation to it, and that we might be stirred
to do all we can in publishing Kingdom truth,
“Kingdom Truth” has been made’the theme
for our 1982 district conventions of Jehovah’s
Witnesses to be held earth wide. The program
will begin on Thursday arternoon and fast until
Sunday evening. Make plans now to attend at
least one of the “Kingdom Truth” district con-
ventions from the beginning to the end.

Convention Locations

The letter (T) indicates arrangements that are still tentative.
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Questionsfrom Readers

m What should be used for the emblems at the celebration of the
Lord’s Evening Meal, and how should these emblems be treated?

The yearly commemoration of
the Lord's Evening Meal (the Me-
morial) is the only celebration that
Christians are Scripturally com-
manded to observe. Jesus institut-
ed it on the night of Nisan 14,
33 C.E., after celebrating the Jew-
ish Passover. In front of him were
the various food items used in
the Passover meal. Luke’s account
says:

"[Jesus] took a loaf, gave
thanks, broke it, and gave it to
them, saying: This means my body
which is to be given in your behalf.
Keep doing this in remembrance of
me.’ Also, the cup in the same way
after they had the evening meal, he
saying: This cup means the new
covenant by virtue of my blood,
which is to be poured out in your
behalf.” '—Luke 22:19, 20.

God had directed the Jews to
use "unfermented cakes’ during
the Passover. (Exodus 12:8) Thus
the ‘loaves’ that Jesus had avail-
able were unfermented cakes. They
were made of wheat flour with-
out any salt or other seasoning,
for they represented the "bread of
affliction.””— Deuteronomy 16:3.

Jehovah’s Witnesses today use
similar "bread." In some cases
Jewish matzos are purchased and
used, with care being taken to ob-
tain matzos that have not been
made with extra ingredients, such
as onions, malt or eggs. Flat,
dry, unseasoned matzos are appro-

priate. Or an unleavened bread can
be made. A small amount of whole
wheat flour* can be mixed with a
little water. The slightly moist dough
is rolled thin and then baked on
a flat (slightly oiled) cooking sheet
until the bread is dry and crisp.
What about the other emblem?
By the first century C.E. the Jews
had accepted the use of wine in
the Passover meal. Jesus spoke
of "the product of the vine" used
in that celebration. (Luke 22:18)
Some persons claim that Jesus
was speaking not of wine but of
unfermented grape juice. However,
plain grape juice would not have
kept unfermented from the fall har-
vest until Passover in the spring, so
Jesus must have meant wine. Red
grape wine would fittingly represent
Jesus’ blood. Since Christ's "pre-
cious blood" was fully adequate,
at the Memorial it would not be
appropriate to use a wine fortified
or altered with brandy, such as
sherry, port and muscatel, or cer-
tain other "dessert" wines. (1 Pe-
ter 1:19) Nor would it be proper
to use a wine with spices or herbs
added, such as vermouth and Du-
bonnet, or many other "appetizer"
or "aperitif* wines. Rather, an un-
sweetened red wine like Chianti,

* Wheat flour is preferable, for that
is what the Jews used for their unfer-
mented cakes. But if it is very difficult
to obtain wheat flour, unfermented
"bread" made from rice, corn or oth-
er grain flour could be used.

Burgundy or claret is appropriate,
or a homemade red wine that is not
sweetened, spiced or fortified.

The elders in a congregation
of Jehovah’s Witnesses should ar-
range beforehand to obtain unleav-
ened bread and red wine, checking
to be sure that what they get is
suitable. In the days following the
celebration of the Lord’s Evening
Meal there is no need to view the
remaining bread and wine as spe-
cial or sanctified, for they continue
to be just ordinary food products.
Also, there is no reason to keep a
certain bottle of wine from year to
year for the celebration, unless a
difficulty in obtaining suitable wine
makes that advisable.

Some individuals, when handed
the emblems during the Memorial
celebration, have acted as if these
had special powers. For example,
a few persons have deliberately in-
clined their head toward or smelled
the emblems. This is not fitting.

During the celebration of the
Lord’s Evening Meal, the bread and
the wine are emblematic of Jesus’
fleshly body and his precious blood.
(Matthew 26:26-28) Accordingly,
as they are passed, each individual
should give respectful attention to
what the bread and the wine repre-
sent. Those in the audience who do
not partake can simply hand the
plate and glass on to the next per-
son, keeping in mind primarily Je-
sus’ sacrifice, which can cover our
sins and makes available the pros-
pect of everlasting life.— 1 John
2:2; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26.
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A youth from Brazil described how the book
YourYouth— Getting the Best out of It does
just that. He wrote:

“Some weeks ago | was invited by a friend
to read an immoral book and | refused. An-
other schoolmate present was surprised at
my refusal and asked for my reasons for
not reading it. | explained to him what the
Bible says about this type of reading and,
noting his interest, | went on to explain
what the Bible says about homosexuality
and masturbation.

“ ‘Where did you learn all that?’ he asked.

“I showed him the Your Youth book, which he
accepted, and a Bible study was started with
him during our noon recess. This 14-year-old
friend of mine has already given up smok-
ing, after just a few weeks of study.”
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