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In Christendom today, “the tide of morality is flowing strongly
against the traditional Christian position, often with the
connivance of eminent churchmen”
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A British journalist writes: “The political priest is rampant. . .
If the Church has nothing more than the world to offer, why go
to the church?”
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The new Watchtower complex with headquarters offices
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“Wonder Drug” for Infant Growth—Love

At Philadelphia’s St. Christopher’s Hospital
for Children, trnz infants are reqularly admitted
for “failure to thrive.” They are usually much
smaller and lig hter than avera%e and thevrsu
fer from severe diarrhea and dehydration g
crgr constantlg to be held. One six- mont

bdb a bad spot at_the back .of his

head wh en he arrived, Indicating that his par-
ents hardly ever picked him up.

For some time, the theory was that such in-
fants do not grow properlg ecause therr pitul-
tarv(?andsf Il to produce a growth hormone.

octors and nurses at St. Christopher’s he-
lieve that “in most cases there 1s a lack of stim-
ulation, a lack of loving environment for the
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child’s psychological deveIoPment A doctor
at Boston™ Children’s Hospital reports: “It is
when thev go from being a sad, sick baby to a
hagpy interacting child” that they begin to

If parents were to take the view that children
“are an Inheritance from Jehovah as the Bible
says, there would be_no “lack of loving envi-
ronment.” (Psalm 127:3) Surelfv It takes trme
and effort to look after anv] eritance and to
make such assets grow. What role the growth
hormone plays in |nfant development remarns
to be seen. But there IS one wonderdrug you
can use saf env {0 help your chila grow info a
healthy, normal individial—LOVE.



Insigntonthe News

Queen of Sheba

Not a Queen?

If a Roman Catholic priest and
archaeologist has his way, the
queen of Sheba will lose her
title and place in history. Albert
Jamme of Catholic University,
Washington, D.C., would even
remove her from her land as
well. Why does he hold to
these views? He says that in

Ethiopia she is called Queen
Maqweda. He theorizes that
this is “a mistranslation of the
Arabic word maqtuwiat” and is
not “a personal name, but a
title meaning ‘chieftain.’ ” Next,

relying on some Assyrian annals,
he guesses that the people of
Sheba (Sabeans) had a trading
post nearer to the Assyrian
border, so that the “Queen” was
really merely a chieftain at this
outpost and not even in Sheba
itself, which was in southwest
Arabia.

Other archaeologists question
the accuracy of the Bible account
as well, feeling that the journey
from Arabia to Jerusalem was
too long for that day. But have
they forgotten that Abraham in
an earlier generation made a very
long trip? (Genesis 11:31; 12:1-5)
Neither the queen of Sheba nor
Abraham went as far as certain
archaeologists have gone afield
in their thinking.

To explain why the account
is in the Bible, Jamme says:
“Solomon was really a very
small king. The Old Testament
propagandists played up the
importance of Sheba to boost
Solomon’s reputation.” Or, is it

a case of an archaeologist’s
playing down the importance of
Solomon in order to boost his
own guesswork? If Jesus Christ
did not hesitate to accept the
queen of Sheba as such, why
should one who professes to be
a follower of Christ? Jesus even
acknowledged her long journey
with the expression: “She came
from the ends of the earth.” What
do you think?— Matthew 12:42.

Housewife’s

Great Value

With the help of economists and
employment agencies, Chicago
divorce lawyer Michael Minton
recently calculated the worth of
all the services that might be
performed by a housewife. The
dollar value came to $46,000
(U.S.) a year. Among the 22
jobs listed by Minton in a
chart showing their weekly value
were: child care, tutor, buyer of
food, nurse, waitress, seam-
stress, laundress, dishwasher,
gardener, maintenance worker,
cleaning woman, housekeeper,
bookkeeper, cook, errand runner,
dietician, secretary, maid/hostess
and interior decorator. “I think
this chart has a great chance
of stemming the trend to
get a divorce,” said Minton
in an interview. Considering
a housewife’'s great value,
“husbands should no longer take
their wives for granted.”

At a time when many peoples
looked down on women, the
Bible gave the right view, placing
a great value on the “capable
wife.” It speaks very highly of
her duties and industriousness

at Proverbs 31:10-31. A study
of these verses shows that she
performs many of the duties listed
in the aforementioned chart. “Her
value,” says God’s Word, “is far
more than that of corals.”

Misled and
Misleading Others

For 20 years Hans Nestius
pioneered “sex freedom” in
Sweden. Now he admits:
“l was wrong. | was too
naive, my dream has been
corrupted.” Nestius, chairman of
the government-funded Swedish
Association for Sex Education,
further admits: “We must bring

back some rules for
it is not love that has
spread, but sexual excesses

and corruption.” Commenting
on his disillusionment with the
“sex revolution,” the London
“Daily Mail,” under the heading
“How Wrong | Was!” said that
Nestius “had been the prime
mover in making Sweden the
launching place for a world
revolution against prudery, and
for total frankness in sex.
Where Nestius and Sweden led,
the Western world followed.
. Like another preacher
of wunbridled self-expression,
Dr. Spock, Nestius has discovered
too late that he has led a
generation astray.”

Those who turn away from the
Bible’s high standard of morality
are certain to be misled and to
mislead others. But those who
stick closely to God’s Word avoid
being misled.— Psalm 119:104,
105.
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Good News

from

Trouble Spots

ETTERS are frequently re-
Lcelved In the offices of the

seriousness.” (1, Timothy 2:1, 2)
In harmony with that”prayer,

Watch Tower Society askinghe Witnesses conscientiously

about the well-being of fellow
Christians in lands where there
has been severe persecution.
How are they f_arm?? Are they
loyally continuing to serve Jé-
hovah? Do they have needed
food and clothing?

In answer, we reply: By far
the majority of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses in these lands are stand-
ing firm in the faith. Loyally
they continue to make oppor-
tunities to talk to others about
the glories of Jehovah’s, king-
ship.”And in harmony with his
word of promise, Jehovah bless-
es their efforts to obtain the ne-
cessities of life.—Luke 12:22-31.

No matter what they have
experienced at the hands of
the rulers, Jehovah’s Witnesses
keep in mind what the apostle
Paul wrote to his associate Tim-
oth}/: “I therefore exhort . . .
that supplications, prayers, in-
tercessions, offerings of thanks
be made concerning all sorts of
men, concerning kings and all
those who are in high station;
ln é).rder that we may go on
e Infq a calm and (z,met life
with full godly devotion and

endeavor to obey all laws that
are not in conflict with God’s
commands. Especially are th_e?/
zealous about doing God’s wil

namely, telling otheérs the good
news concerning his kingdom.

Favor Iq_IF
Change o? eart

It is good to see that some
governments have had achange
of heart toward Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses in recent years, grant-
ing them legal recognition and
freedom after_years of official
suppression. Two_ outstanding
examples are Spain and Portu-
Hal where former dictatorships
ad the Witnesses under ban.
When_the ban in Spain was
lifted in 1970, 11,000 Witness-
es were active there. Now, 11
}/_ea_rs later, that figure has mul-
iplied to 48,0000 ~ .
. How do_the Spanish authori-
ties now view the Witnesses? A
recent case from the city of Bar-
celona illustrates their attitude.
The municipal Povernment in
an official_publication, includ-
ed the Witnesses in a blan-
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ket condemnation of certain un-
scrupulous sects now operating
there. However, when the mat-
ter was appealed to the mtr
officials, they immediately apol-
ogized and “published a”front-
page correction in the next is-
sué, which stated: “We want to
make it known that in regard
to this Asspciation [of Jehovah's
Witnesses], the Barcelona City
Hall as well as its governmen-
tal organs hold it in the very
highest esteem.” _
he situation in Portugal is
also impressive. In 1962, when
six Watch Tower missionaries
were expelled, there were only
1,285 Witnesses active theré.
And now there are more than
21,000 for a Bopulanon of less
than 9,500,000, a ratio of one
Witness for every 438 inhab-
itants.
_ In spite of freedom, granted
in 1974, the Witnesses In Por-
tugial had never been able to
hold a circuit assembly in a cer-
tain southern city. Thanks to
the intervention “of a liberal-
minded mayor, permission was
?_ranted for use of the pres-
igious Municipal Theatre. At
the first council meeting after
the assembly the mayor and
council members congratulated
the Witnesses on their splendid
organization and postassembly
cléaning operation.

In another Portuguese town
the Witnesses offeréd to_pour a
cement floor at the agricultur-
al pavilion, where they planned
to hold an assembly. Seventy
turned u;g and did ‘the job in
one day. The mayor was moved
to comment: “I" never would
have believed it possible. You
may have as many assemblies
as you like in this pavilion, free
of ‘charge, for the next three
years!



ommunit W Cts
ANl Relief Wor

Even where persecution per-
sists, Jehovah's Witnesses con-
tinue to pray respecting the rul-
ers and that they might take
a.more balanced” and "tolerant
view_of the Witngesses’ activi-
ties. There is no spirit of resent-
ment. In fact, theywrllrnql col-
laborate jn community self-help
projects in such countries.

or example, in one African
community two self-help plans
were projécted, the building of a
road and a school. Work was to
start at six o’clock in the morn-
ing. The Witnesses arrived be-
fore the hour and worked with-
out IetuF Some other vrllagers
arrived late and their wor ﬂer
formance was poor. Then t
started to quarrel among them
selves. The brothers contrnued
workrn% to get the job com-
leted. Since "that trme eople
around that neighborhood have
had a high onrnron of the con-
scientious Witnesses.

From another African coun-
try where the Witngsses have
withstood _ persecution comes
the following report: “Materi-
ally speaking, our brothers in
the restriction camps . . . have
been able to provide for them-
selves throughout the year to
a large extent. They have had
good harvests. Even so, it has

een necessary to provide relief
for some, especially insofar as
clothing and medrcrne are_con-
cerned, and the Watch T
er Socretv] has been happ
mak esuc provisions.’

In fact, worldwide each con-
gregation of Jehovah's Witness-
es takes the necessary steps to
help .the genuinely need
its midst. When national sas-
ters occur, aid is |mmed|ate|y

mobrlrzed through the local
and nei borrn ranch offices
of the Watch Tower Society.
—Acts 2:44-47: 6:1-6.

avora%e
ImPressron reated
Like the misunderstood early
Christians, Jehovah's Witnesses
have often had a_“bad press.
Certain Jews in Rome report-
ed to the apostle Paul regard-
ing their knowledge of hrrs
tians in their time; “Truly as
regards this sect it is known to
us'that everywhere |t is spoken
against.” (Acts 28:22) Yet, where
the [[Jolrtrcal authorities have
had the opportunity to know
the Witnesses face to face, the
result has often been very fa-
vorable. Why so? Because they
cannot help but recognize that
they are dealing with clean-
living, law-abiding people. who
Bromote better socral conditions
v improving the moral fiber
those with'whom thev study
the Bible. This is evident in the
news received from the Repub-
lic of The Gambia, situated on
the west coast of Africa. The re-
port states: “Good work is heing
done in the prisons and Jeho-
vah's Witnesses are the only

religious group permitted into
certain restricted areas, because
of the fine success they have
had in helping prisoners trans-
form their lives.”

In another African country
where the Witnesses have not
yet been granted official recog-
nition, it Is reported: “ he au
thorrtres have a very Iﬂ -
% ard for the brothers. It was

eartwarmrn% to hear the offi-
cials speak about our brothers
and commend them for their
honesty and industriousness.”

It is'the earnest desire of Je
hovah’s Witnesses that people
from all walks of life should
come to know _Jehovah God
and Christ Jesus. Therefore they
erIcontrnueto reach the good
news of God’s Krn om ov
ernment to people @ aII Ievels
of society, mcludrng those
high station.” They will also
Prav concerning thém in order

‘we may all go on lead-
|nﬂ a calm and quiet life with
? devotron —1 Timo-
thy 2.1, 2; John 17
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comes Popular
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GodsPurpose In Having
some“BornAgain”

“Most truly | say to you, Unless anyone is born from water and
spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. Do not marvel
because | told you, You people must be born again.”—John 3:5, 7.
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because His reproductive seed remains in such one, and he cannot
practice sin, because he has been born from God.”— 1 John 3:9.

10ns 0 sed Chris- rrnﬂjrneg 5SS rrrSua sons?
transcar {0 hate n] orn again.’ Go |s at esus was
oo Wﬁ ave seen rom the crlrpt res  porn as rt}/ ears
t_% here IS on one salvation ater hr rou hrm 'aS a
ased on arth In t} S ransom Sacri- rrr ua au rn orn
rce—ther are two ditferent outcomes to aga Q Bu aI ecen ants
eeno gthegesavedﬂ usa eav-  are orns alrenat and ac uaII
an eart n] enemres( ecau ermr sar

e have falslo seen tha Besns Christ on vvorstha n/ﬁ sdu
asE)orn aga]rr% 0 Jowrn tism IH re |n no Sfate or eno ah to dea WI
te ordan cause a

It\t]THEfore ow%artr Ieweeha (e Eﬁted Eke before]Jeho%/ah acts on therrf)ehalf

A Eoriln Shile s
egﬁaveeSVsso %Seehls rrer got en 4V|\\//|aant sstFéart Six Primary Steps

rer ul art
as In avrng dee (q gglrjrrr 8 T%grc]tsrI deer qsbegore Jeho ah

BeanQ%E o@%e the orr ere re IX d{grr S |n il fﬁn
[sfojllle atorot rskJe ;W ?I Rt emquustga egenslgrtnetriﬁm s[,% %F a]
iesus &hrrst aheassocrates il t/ng vrnt W% II %ec etﬁue % rIstians an

If%rzn Oag 86363 gO,?rT}U%Bbf %r&t arrLrEs VatIIIO%e a %a%rer% fl%n%v%f}tuaan

evelation
ahau ornted footste obe i Ith ersons

% OWers oat‘ Je;t\sv#whrrs ﬁ P &b ﬁuer”te renO\cAJIr aﬁi t%uérve ovar(]
om again 1S Son, esus rrst therrgavror

ath wel arjrehd as to the outcomes

ofsave ones as 10 hspurpose In hav- efore. Go would consider ro spectiv
”80 eus tan m assocra es differ. fram FBS%%F Orsﬁ it sr})nshrgl harentﬁnf enD urret?i

rmw en rtcome eIr being om agarng f hat |s% Prs

THE WATCHTOWER— FEBRUARY 1, 1982 25

enaret
at steps must T



Al
od on his tnr ton eartﬁ
porta]nceo

a er t0
man, estr m
tesr.aa tﬁ rs i 2l b
orth, Jesys rrt—on 7m3y
owe er. knowle eo rtseI
enough. dersn exere art
even-as we Te o ove
0 muych that he gave hrson eoten
an, In or er everyone exe srn
alith In him mr h ng edes oye
al &Ye”ast sows W out it i
I posscr ease weII
art ars ro rse asarea
as uI trs reth
nﬁe are rem$ scr

aé‘t% o rt%er tnhS tter

Oh%u wor S 1o rFeadH ohn? ?—\
ames 9 20.

rrst WOr atr re red

as roofo} gersons art IS a
tance erson must repe“t of
rs wronﬂ]fu cou se d cease willl
enﬁa rn srg hen Jesus he
o % eﬁet ou eo
or the m of t (i ens
rawn near H ew 4 p%r
sont e8ent 0T hIS. wran r:otrrseh
wo%r have to stop it. He ou ave
ee eep re ref, sorrow r over
act tsr era rv

Y\éﬁldﬁal altfee saIm %&368%%2 O%ﬁ

ever, merely t0's orn what
IS srn IS ot enoYr %gp
take the step of con ersron

at s the second st the must tak
at rstever?v wor required as proof

at IS

f rsons avin

6.
!
8 nttng of onie’s sins must be followed by

m,.,,,méé

26 THE WATCHTOWER—FEBRUARY 1, 1982

il ust turnI gralurrggl“%nd Ir]rake g %re(fs
gune eter gave the Jews In
eent there ore nd turn
ast rns otted out es
trh] tre entance. FA(ftS
trsstprsreur

asarrta ARy F?t

i Eﬂ[ﬁe/ﬁ rr?(ﬁ st as J(esrhs gor__e e]nted hrrﬂself

zhte”r]teex?s ﬁanretgl])urp d of aflwhrosd\evsrre

tlecomeho Bweso esus rrﬁt rega

ss [ hope, s.to se tthems ves
0 oy this I es ma rn

gtrrawo enrat
Jesus.* (Luke e3 hp

srxth ste{othe muss oIr
Ba lon and m k an open conesron

D\atthew 251 a%%hp rttrasah
Jehovah, God s All-Important Part

Golgang 'eréﬂ%’ cn?r%tv egt crsrn%\le}]ﬁvah
de

ajih, .re
retu'trrmrrt'r )

LI agoersrmsb orn a ar
no me o ? N0 more he
rna arn Spiri ua(Y Ue 10 yourown
u cquld have been bom
rst B our own e
ors v p srcal rr re urres an
active ro .on'the grﬁ
ents, S0 t IS sprrrtu irth, thrs

§ cte Jesrt]rs alread w am mbe of a??e

oate ron rs oo va ein

0 g rErc th
'8

esen a 0 ?
me nce es ecia wor d rm to do

9 Whattwofur steps are r redothese
R t@atrta

1 nh far; that morg than man’s roafrt IS need
el B on7 m again” can be seen from wha



bom atqarp threg

scan ors
be od wr

mankinds i
arec %n od hr R

oI |ce or It

rson |mse
ares Oha onenre

en ht 0 er ect

Q_Q_('D

t or ac |ve
éc me ctrve

WQVG[ once
true hnstranrywere

?ﬁtron drngs he take

| case ofaJCes A et(he ear-

here was no fur tt\her need foy such man-

n/eStauoq\Aathgv i e Il
Qr[h'ts |aanrs 1 r spirifual  re
rswhahaegus ﬁk PF ﬁetowhen

sal e Jewis lcodemus:
stdtrt sa ess anyone
IS born #o}hn er a 8
ne Into’ 1 he 0

en the Ie i f es

as een bom from thes

|s spr t Do nqt marve cause | o
fo ﬁ must orn again.

lhdnu%t:ﬁﬁ A ta]erher entione

efers e |itera terq
E IS, Art he S nrg Mh
OTXTe cr s8 E IP ?I\(/Jlsdeu%rf\lr ho

Irit act mg
EP Iarng‘gas vrng Irst been
aII QmTEéJ all 1o IS an nvi-
tatr n.b 8ﬁ |f tonhhe assocrates
Wlt?l Q(Js rist. Trosevy act up
- rvrn“nsamg T
sgn d%o %tron \an)sg cr%ﬂamrssrqn |?
ehov 0 ?aneter 25(

encreé
hnstrahs are anornted n od S
E Spiri op ach, even as

SUS
stgu arretetoarrrrtrta i
U on er mli (%OI'SIQ'[ efrlrf nes,

pos t%stte 9 i |tseFt

Irit
éo e arts e
'[ St

(e)se rstr hrst helgvenYy Ptope ngArcn

tle ) $ htdo the “water” and the "spirit” re-
l 210 the “calling” and

consist Et%t r what ur e are these mrrrstraﬂs
a or é cmmrs

oes the Spll’lt[}) ar witngss tg a person’s
égrngt then%d % h F that convic-

THE WATCHTOWER— FEBRUARY 1, 1982 27



ponmm R
i gi.i:hn% Pl i
lfhn LR L ;ﬁbepzeww swggggqﬁ”%t

eed “born again |ans. ve[ ould,
How Can % Person Be CErtaW Foncﬁv ﬁda%nh%& as%]a LD

eave
arin reaching this good hope would be exten e W é
e Ohemmage% AR el a.negfh heﬁ i
|s edc servns meanso than |t em rovd
p b otten an o e Wiy cate om
d Creet atthew 30 err rom [epo ts at a
de]r \t& dlrec ‘ eaven- %0 even some’ gew dy
W nd I’IS'[I ns have con3| ere them
nn a ou ﬁ orna
as |g ashe up or ealcearlyt n ho An C mé)a]ratlvelr)(d recent

w en asthe ‘f thful iscreet slave” |mes cated themse (ﬁ ere
? ﬂ r%H?' AGpe: andl to hapblzedbgnna Wan QOVQ/%I(YI%{ Qer\nvse%e
e()frlgcw%n g on ge/ %es
[atJ @ a¥1 ed hIS rP%

8Iu n
0u? | ou our em0|
it KOUO 4 R
easbﬁ]on tha h | ?ncola he
X fe% |E beca se ou
dIjl reali) %\;V rd R%ESIU hyecelsdea ¥
ecaﬂgel uwan rEHh Id' wm ou

evenu onsm usy Suc ﬂﬁlrha
ng of emse Ves prove tha Wwere

%8 ou. feel that you hav
choseng %od to be on an H%%B
ey o the part o o, 17|stV\{<h °éo€Feh'é‘ S e iRk

parents, so being “born again”

requires an active role by the F; not a Cl tion of deep spirjtual
Father and his heavenly *wife” atters 0¥V1 gf oV i & pérson na S

28 THE WATCHTOWER—FEBRUARY 1. 1982



anointed on
remafnon 0
ur ondn s, for eeps

a Ever so'map

|on d OUtt

orwar to a
ner odsk

f eI the Wa

It ne essar

07€SSIO tO
Uﬂe recent

u|| dhne%unl

at our pr

gw fea 'aae

an 0 one

Sjlﬂ 0ano er
0”% r&?o&ﬁ(

ent creatures

ovvar
at zeaI not neces

=% 32

BOIfhga 0 W at conclusmns

Babylon the Great has taught many to
think that all good people go to heaven

o their respec} Ve roles—somﬁ to Eerve
Urpose' in heﬁvens 0 do
IS 1ot as t u%h

e ey
g g
.nan'gﬁma g
Sl Hw%snsaha;ﬁ

8\9v nduer é at&y eg}a

topt ese, ?‘ 1 'MQ% %
aver astin on” the paradi
arﬂﬁ erI (5 %

S an U
fidl by a%ng
d( 0 one

sundeserve |n ness
rﬁ) um tuous as 10 sa q
oa\(]ag a av you been d0|

THE WATCHTOWER— FEBRUARY 1, 1982 29



The Prayers in the

Psalms Can Comfort You

Few persons have known the sensation of
drowning, have been swallowed by a huge fish
and have survived to tell about it. One man who
did so was Jonah. The situation inwhich he found
himself was indeed unique among humankind.
Yet he was able to use thouE_hts expressed in
certain inspired Psalms in making his prayerful
appeal while undergoing his most unusual
experience. Compare the following words of
Jonah with those found in the Psalms.

“Outof my distress I called out to Jehovah, and
he proceeded to answer me."—Jonah 2:2a.

“To Jehovah | called in the distress of mine, and
he proceeded to answer me.”—Psalm 120:1.

“Out of the belly of Sheol I cried for help/"
—Jonah 2:2b.

“Out of the depths | have called upon you, 0
Jehovah."—Psalm 130:1.

“You heard my voice."—Jonah 2:2c.

“0 Jehovah, do hear my voice."—Psalm 130:2

“When you threw me to the depths, into
the heart of the open sea, then a very river
encircled me."—Jonah 2:3a.

have come into profound waters, and d
flowing stream itself has washed me away."
—Psalm 69:2.

“All your breakers and your waves—over me
the{ passed on."—Jonah 2:3b.

“All your breakers and your waves—over me
they have passed."—Psalm 42:7. _

“And as for me, | said, ‘1 have been driven
away from in front of your e?/es! How shall Igaze
again upon your holy temple?" "—Jonah 2:4.
“As for me, | said when | became panicky:
shall certainly be exterminated from in front
of your eyes/"—Psalm 31:22.

“Waters encircled me clear to the soul; the
watery deep itself kept enclosmg me. Weeds
were wound around my head."—Jonah 2:5.
gglvlaters have come clear to the soul."—Psalm
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“To the bottoms of the mountains | went
down. As for the earth, its bars were upon
me for time indefinite. But out of the pit you
proceeded to bring up my life, 0 Jehovah my
God."—Jonah 2:6.

“0 Jehovah, you have brought up my soul from
Sheol itself; you have kept me alive, that I should
not go down into the pit."—Psalm 30:3.

“When my soul fainted away within me,
Jehovah was the One whom | remembered."
—Jonah 2:7a.

“Before him | continued to tell about my own
distress, when my spirit fainted away within
me."—Psalm 142:2, 3.

“Then my prayer came in to you, into your
holy temple.”—Jonah 2:7h.

“Out of his temple he proceeded to hear my
voice."—Psalm 18:6.

“As for those who are observing the idols of
untruth, they leave their own loving-kindness."
—Jonah 28,

“I do hate those paying regard to worthless,
vain idols; but as for me, in Jehovah I do trust."
—Psalm 3L.6.

“But as for me, with the voice of thanksgiving
| will sacrifice to you. What | have vowed, |
will pay."—Jonah 2:%.

“Offer thanksgiving as ﬁour sacrifice to God,
and ZIoay to the Most High your vows."—Psalm
50:14.

“Salvation belongs to Jehovah."—Jonah 2:9.
“Salvation belongs to Jehovah."—Psalm 3:8.

Just as Jonah could apply the language of
such Psalms to his own circumstance, so can we.
That is why, regardless of what your situation
may be at present, you can find comfort and
encouragement in the prayers recorded in the
book of Psalms.



Questions from Readers

m As to ‘marking* a disorderly person in the congregation, can |

do this whenever | feel that It is needed, or should

I wait until

the elders have given a talk on the problem?

‘Marking* another Christian
should not be undertaken lightly
for it is a serious step. You must
determine when to take this step.
But in most cases ‘marking* should
follow efforts by the elders to help
the erring one, including their finally
giving a talk to the congregation on
the problem in which he is erring.

When the apostle Paul wrote
to Thessalonians about ‘marking’
members of that congregation,
he was correcting certain persons
there who had departed signifi-
cantly from God’'s counsel. They
were “walking disorderly . . . ,
not working at all but meddling
with what does not concern them.”
(2 Thessalonians 3:6, 10-12) De-
spite the Scriptural counsel against
laziness, the disorderly persons
would not work and they imposed
an expensive burden on the rest.
(Proverbs 6:6-11; 10:4, 5; 12:11,
24, 27, 24:30-34; 26:13-16) So
Paul openly counseled against their
course. Further, he advised all
that if they would not respond to
this firm counsel given before the
whole congregation, they should be
“marked” and avoided, evidently
in social matters.

Some persons today have won-
dered whether they might ‘mark’
a person who is going contrary
to godly counsel even though the
elders have not given a congrega-
tional talk about the wrong. There
might be very rare cases where
such a need exists. (Compare
1 Corinthians 5:1, 2.) But there
are reasons why, in the majority of
cases, it is best for ‘marking’ to

await definite steps by the elders,
including their giving a talk to the
congregation.

First, as imperfect humans our
tendency might be to misuse ‘mark-
ing,” to employ it as a form of
punishment regarding minor offens-
es or personality differences. In
one congregation there might be
a sister with an abrasive person-
ality. She ‘gets on others’ nerves,’
being difficult to deal with or to
get along with. So some sisters
might think that they should ‘mark’
her and avoid her. That certainly
would not be in line with Jesus’
loving counsel that we should be
merciful toward our brothers and
sisters, overlooking their shortcom-
ings and minor faults. Recall, for
example, what he taught in the
Model Prayer as to when God will
forgive us our debts or trespasses.
And Jesus urged us to be quick
about trying to settle complaints
against another. (Matthew 5:23-
25; 6:12) So it would be wrong to
‘mark’ a brother over minor per-
sonal differences or offenses.

Second, when Paul wrote about
‘marking’ certain ones it was not
because they were guilty of minor
differences involving personality, in-
dividual taste or private opinion.
The elders would not necessarily
try to get involved in or coun-
sel about such things. But, like
Paul, they should be alert to per-
sons who significantly violate Bible
principles (even though the errors
are not yet gross sin for which
they might be disfellowshipped).
The elders should privately counsel

these erring or disorderly ones. As
we read at Galatians 6:1: “Even
though a man takes some false
step before he is aware of it, you
who have spiritual qualifications try
to readjust such a man in a spir-
it of mildness.”

If the elders’ repeated attempts
to help such a one privately do not
bring results, they may discuss the
matter and decide to have one of
them give a pointed Scriptural talk
on the matter to the congregation.
While, like Paul, they will not iden-
tify those who are seriously dis-
regarding God’s counsel, they will
warn against the wrong thinking or
course. In this way the congrega-
tion will have their minds refreshed
as to God’s thinking and they will
be alerted so that they can guard
against being “infected” or misled.
Then, as Paul wrote, Christians in-
dividually can ‘mark’ the disorderly
one and not associate with him.
And, since the elders have provided
open counsel on the problem, the
erring one will understand why oth-
ers in the congregation decline that
one’s invitations to socialize togeth-
er.— 2 Thessalonians 3:13-15.

Hence, it usually is wise to refrain
from ‘marking’ another unless the
matter has been openly handled
by the elders, even as Paul open-
ly counseled about a serious mat-
ter and thereafter individuals could
apply his advice about ‘marking.’
By viewing matters in this way we
will avoid the danger of misapply-
ing ‘marking’ to minor trespasses,
matters of taste or personality dif-
ferences. Also, it shows respect
for the elders as loving shepherds
who are caring for the needs of
the flock.— 1 Peter 5:2.
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It Saved Her Life

An 18-year-old, who had become
involved in all kinds of trouble,
wrote:

“I lost all hope. I felt so helpless.
| tried to take my life many times.
But you know what saved me
from doing that? The publication
Happiness—How to Find It. Thank
you so much for this publication.
Tears just fall from my eyes

time | think of how this

made me happy.”
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