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Why Be Honest?
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They Made It-1n Honesty
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Though the new branch facilities for Jehovah’s Witnesses
on the Solomon Islands are impressive, the episodes
leading to their construction are even more so.
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Vbuthin theM odem W orld
Adolescence—A Most Hazardous Time!

DOLESCENCE—the time of life between
Acmldhood and maturity—has been de-

has such convictions, based on the truth of God’s
Word! That Word can_provide your family with

scribed as “the most hazardous developmentalfirm values, strong si)mtual goals, a solid faith

human experience” today. The person who said
that explained: “The adolescent is endangered
because the continuity of the greneranons has
been broken. He stands for the Tirst time utter-
ly alone and unprotected by his elders. He is
subjected to the stresses of culture shock, future
shoc|< an? o,¥tr| ht neglict.”—Ruth Aikins, in
Quality of Lite—The Early Years, a book spon-
sored By the American Medical Association.
Change has been so rapid! Moral values have
collapsed. Unbelief has grown.
~Young people, needing guidance, often do not
find in their glders a strength of conviction, firm
values or solid ethics. Many young people think
the older gleneratlon behaved abominably. But
y?_uth shou (?]reme_mber(tjha_t vr\]/thne_ea_rhler gengsré
ations, may have ignored right princjples.
principles have ex%stecf alr ong In tWe élb%. It
shows what people should have done, and what
God will soon do to solve earth’s problems.

The Value of Firm Convictions

Do your children see you as a firm sugport
—someone on whom to pattern their lives:

Joseph and Lois_Bird wrote in Power to the
Parentst: “The child is born into a world he
cannot understand, a world in which he can-
not survive without a great deal of support and
protection.... He needs to know that the most
significant adults in his life have found answers
for the|r1 wn lives, that they can make sense
out of thelr world.” o

“Our children need to find in us a strength
of convictions, a set of firm values and ethics
they see us live by. If they find vacillation,
compromise, and hypocrisy in our actions, they
will"have difficulty building the stre_n?,th nec-
essary to maintain their Own convictions as
th|e_Y mature.” . _ .

ow blessed your children are if your family

in God, and an impelling desire to transmit that
marvelous faith to your beloved young ones.

‘Pressured into Doing Wrong’

The Rressure to copy our friends is a powerful
force. 16-rear-old girl wrote; “When | was
Yo_unger,_ | always got pressured into doing bad
hmqs, like smokmﬁ and stealing and all that.
... 1 really didn't have any desire to smoke a
cigarette either, but I didn’t want eveerody to
say, ‘Oh, you're chicken, you’re a jer

have now realized that friendships built on com-
promise are J)ale friendships that fray easily.”
A 12-year-old said: “When somebody pressures
you, the best thing to do is ignore them or
stay away _from thém, or to stay with friends
that you like.” (Listen to Us, pages 110, 111)
What wisdom from two youths—it is better to
change friends than to be tempted to violate
what'you know is right! _

Long ago Jehovah warned Israel of this prob-
lem. He said that association with unbelievers
would cause them to “invite you,” and you
would eat some of their sacrifices. Then their
daughters would marry your sons, and lead
them to worship false gods. (Exodus 34:12-16)
Young Dinah learned the danger of ungodly
association, to her sorrow. When she unwisely
visited Canaanite girls, a youn% man, described
as “the most honorable "of the whole house
of his father,” violated her, grom ting a great
deal of bloodshed. (Genesis 34:1-31) How true
the Biblical warning: “Bad company ruins oog
morals”! (1 Corinthians_15:33, Revl ﬁ)({ tandar

|

Version) Or, as The Jerusalem Bible puts it:
“Bad friends ruin the noblest people.” _

The pages that follow provide further details,
based on”God’s Word, showing how families
can unite in overcoming the challenges of this
modern world.
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“If only they would develop this heart of theirs
to fear me and to keep all my commandments
always, in order that it might go well with them and
their sons to time indefinite!”—Deuteronomy 5:29.
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This is the first of two articles for study. This one is for the parents and
the children, while the second one is for the young people themselves.
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the example not only in attending
but in participating at meetings
where God’s Word is discussed?
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Happy Youth

iIn a CorruptWorld

“Remember your Creator in the days of your
youth.”—Ecclesiastes 12:1, The New English Bible.

HAT 3 fine time to be youn ofatoml war of to the polI jon that is
/)
Wike betlpar 0 DAYl
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EL me to b eOI ())/orﬂr?ny people think this s not & good %b \R)hate elgtts ISurl aI!Yata fglcqehg\%eotr?y%% et
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This article was written particularly for youths. So we
invite young people to take a lead in commenting
when it is discussed at the Kingdom Hall.
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YOUTHS, WHAT POINTS DO YOU
REMEMBER ON SEEKING
TRUE HAPPINESS?

O Why is it now a fine time to be

young?

O Who were some children who
served God in Bible times?

O Why should we avoid bad asso-
ciations?

O How may you avoid problems at
school?

O Why should goals be important
to you?

O What worthwhile goals may you
have now?

O What long-range goals may you
pursue?

O What major goal may you strive
for, and how?

Iofward them, is a nfa\% of directing your
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Insightonthe News

Sinking Morality

Sexual immorality and deprav-
ity continue to reach new lows.
Now, some “sexologists” are
saying that very young children
should be allowed to have sexual
relations, including relations with
adults. One who promotes such
views states: “They should have
the right to express themselves
sexually, which means that they
may or may not have contact with
people older than themselves.”
Another says: “We believe chil-
dren should begin sex at birth.
It causes a lot of problems not
to practice incest.”

In reply to this, columnist Nancy
Walker states that these “sexol-
ogists” should “at least say what
the real issue is: that they want to
[have sex] with children.” “Time”
magazine said: “Such views fall
just short of a manifesto for child
molesters’ lib.”

One reason why practically ev-
ery civilized society has had laws
against sexual contact with chil-
dren is the physical and psycho-
logical damage that can be done
to them. Child psychiatrist Leon
Eisenberg says: “Premature sex-
ual behavior among children in
this society almost always leads to
psychological difficulties because
you have a child acting out behav-
ior for which he is not cognitively
or emotionally ready.” Psycho-
therapist Sam Janus states that
people who were seduced early
in life “go through the motions of
living and may seem all right, but
they are damaged. | see these
people year after year in ther-
apy.'l And psychiatrist Edward

Ritvo concludes: “Childhood sex-
uality is like playing with a load-
ed gun.”

Mankind’s Creator considers
ail sexual relationships outside of
marriage violations of his laws.
His Word clearly says: “Do not
be misled. Neither fornicators ...
nor adulterers, nor men kept for
unnatural purposes, nor men who
lie with men will inherit
God’s kingdom.” (1 Corinthians
6:9, 10) Of morally depraved per-
sons, the Bible states: “Those
practicing such things are deserv-
ing of death.”— Romans 1:32.

Compensation
for Victim

In several countries, the con-
cept of having persons who com-
mit crimes compensate their vic-
tims instead of going to jail is
gaining support. For example, in
Ontario, Canada, the Victim Of-
fender Reconciliation Project op-
erated at various centers, com-
bined with other court-ordered
restitution, resulted in 5,000 of-
fenders paying a total of $4 mil-
lion to their victims. In some cas-
es, the compensation agreed to
between victim and offender was
made up of work that helped to
restore the damage done.

Several thousand years ago, in
the nation of ancient Israel, God’s
law did not provide for jails. Of-
fenders were required to compen-
sate their victims, at times four-
fold or fivefold depending upon
the kind of property loss involved.
(Exodus 22:1-15) Capital crimes,

such as murder, were punishable
by death. (Exodus 21:12-17) As
long as the nation abided by
these God-given laws, they pros-
pered. But when they cast them
aside, the entire nation suffered
as crime and violence surged.

Active
Despite Bans

Though there are bans on witch
doctors in some African lands,
a great number of people take
their illnesses to them for treat-
ment rather than to practitioners
of modern medicine. In one Afri-
can land where there is a ban on
witch doctors, these are so busy,
it is reported, that even soccer
players refuse to play until their
witch doctor has laid a curse on
the opposing team. Two German
medical doctors recently visited
this country and filmed a brain
operation performed without an-
aesthesia by a witch doctor.

A young boy was in severe
pain after receiving a blow on the
head, causing pressure on the
brain. He was held down by five
men while a witch doctor spent
five hours drilling a hole in his
head with a sharp instrument. Af-
terward, oil was poured over the
wound and his head bandaged.
Astonishingly the boy got up and
walked home.

But from what source do witch
doctors and spirit mediums get
their power? The Bible clearly
shows it is from the demons,
wicked spirits, and, hence, “any-
one who consults” such persons
is viewed by God as “detest-
able.”— Deuteronomy 18:9-12.
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Questions from Readers

m My son, who was baptized as a teenager, is now married and
has a family. Because of the pressure of earning a living he has
cooled off spiritually and does not associate with the congregation.
Should he be viewed as a “disassociated” person?

There is nothing in your de-
scription that would require such a
viewpoint. The question may have
arisen because of misunderstand-
ing what it means to be viewed
as “disassociated.”

The Watchtower of Septem-
ber 15, 1981, page 23, showed
that there is a difference between
(a) a Christian who becomes spiri-
tually weak and inactive, and (b) a
person who clearly renounces his
being one of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
leading the congregation elders to
announce that he has “disasso-
ciated” himself. It seems that your
son fits the first description.

The Watchtower mentioned that
some Christians become weak in
faith and spirituality. This occurred
also in the first century. (Romans
14:1, 2; 1 Corinthians 11:30) It
does not mean that they have
ceased to be Christians. Even if
they become so weak that they no
longer share the “good news” with
others and stop attending meet-
ings, and they are not bringing
reproach on the Christian congre-
gation, they are still to be regard-
ed as our spiritual brothers and
sisters. We should want to help
them lovingly, following the apostle
Paul’s counsel: “We exhort you,
brothers, admonish the disorderly,
speak consolingly to the depressed
souls, support the weak, be long-
suffering toward all.” While the el-
ders often take the lead in this, it is

to be noted that this counsel was
directed to all “the congregation of
the Thessalonians.” (1 Thessaloni-
ans 1:1; 5:14) So the elders and
others might offer loving help and
encouragement, having in mind the
advice: “Straighten up the hands
that hang down and the enfeebled
knees, and keep making straight
paths for your feet, that what is
lame may not be put out of joint,
but rather that it may be healed.”
-—Hebrews 12:12, 13; Revelation
3:1-3.

It is quite a different matter with
a former Christian who is “disas-
sociated.” This designation is ap-
plied basically in two situations:

First, though it is uncommon, a
person might decide that he ab-
solutely no longer wants to be a
Witness. We do not mean a per-
son such as is described above,
a spiritually weak or discouraged
Christian who may express some
doubts. Rather, we mean someone
who resolutely declares that he
absolutely is no longer one of Je-
hovah’s Witnesses. Since in the
past he voluntarily became a bap-
tized member of the congregation,
it would now be proper for him to
inform the congregation that he is
ending this relationship. It would
be best if he did this in a brief
letter to the elders, but even if
he unequivocally states orally that
he is renouncing his standing as a
Witness, the elders can deal with
the matter— 1 John 2:19.

The second situation involves a
person who renounces his stand-
ing in the congregation by joining a
secular organization whose purpose
is contrary to counsel such as that
found at Isaiah 2:4, where we read
concerning God’s servants: “They
will have to beat their swords into
plowshares and their spears into
pruning shears. Nation will not lift
up sword against nation, neither will
they learn war anymore.” Also, as
stated at John 17:16, “they are no
part of the world, just as | [Jesus]
am no part of the world.”— Com-
pare Revelation 19:17-21.

In either of these two situations,
the person by word and/or actions
has clearly terminated his status as
one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, disas-
sociating himself. Hence, the elders
will announce briefly to the con-
gregation tha this individual has
disassociated himself. Those in the
congregation will accept the per-
son’s decision and thereafter will
view him as a former brother with
whom they would not fellowship, in
harmony with what we read at 1 Co-
rinthians 5:11 and 2 John 9-11.

As can be appreciated, the spir-
itually weak and inactive son about
whom the question was asked has
not become a “disassociated” per-
son in either of these two senses
and no such announcement has
been made in the congregation. So
it still may be possible to aid him
In the spirit of Romans 15:1: “We,
though, who are strong ought to
bear the weaknesses of those not
strong.” — See also Isaiah 35:3.

THE WATCHTOWER—JANUARY 15, 1982 31



From many places reports keep USGd
coming in about how the publication My
Book of Bible Stories is being used as AS A

a textbook in schools. A mother from TethOOk

Italy writes:

“My eight-year-old son, Emanuele, took his
copy of the book to school to show the
teacher. She was very struck by its contents
and said: ‘l am going to keep this book.” That
same morning she read the account of the 10
plagues to the class and the children laughed
about the frogs getting into the houses and
they liked the picture. Then, for homework,
the class had to write a brief version of what
had been read.

“Emanuele and | were quite surprised
because this teacher is a fervent Catholic and
is opposed to Jehovah’'s Witnesses. A few
days afterward she showed the book to the
priest who comes to teach religion, asking
him whether she should continue to read it to
the children since it is published by Jehovah's
Witnesses. After leafing through the book, the
priest said it was very nice and really suitable
for children. He told the teacher she could
continue to use it in her lessons. So, almost
every day the teacher reads the children a
story and then has them write about it or
discuss it orally.”
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