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O In 1095 Pope Urban Il launched an
appeal for Western armies to “go to the
aid of their brothers in the Christian East”
against the Turks. The result was the first
Crusade and the Crusading movement,
which for two centuries resulted in great
bloodshed.

O In the 12th century Pope Adrian IV
officially granted the land of Ireland to
the English king, Henry I, thus validating
(in the eyes of the faithful) the English
takeover of that country.

0O In 1524 the peasants in Germany
—partly in response to the teachings
of Martin Luther—revolted. Although
initially favorable to their movement,
in 1525 Luther recommended that the
princes of Germany crush the “Rapacious,
Murderous Hordes of Peasants.” The
princes followed his advice with great
cruelty.

O In 1618 the efforts of the king-
designate of Bohemia to force Catholicism
on a largely Protestant population helped
to spark the Thirty Years’ War.

O In 1918 churches of Christendom used
their influence to support the League of
Nations. But that did not make it succeed.
After only two decades the world was
plunged into the most horrible war in
all human history. Now Christendom’s
churches have endorsed the United
Nations, but the nations are more heavily
armed and disunited than ever before.
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The Bible’s message helps people
to cope with the crises in their lives
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“We drew attention to a government we knew
would do better, God’s kingdom”—a missionary
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s the Name Really Important?

THAT is a question many raise in a discus-
sion of God's name. “God 1s God," they say.
“So whr do we need a name?"

The Illustrated Bible Dictionary, published in
1980 by Tyndale House Publishers, makes this
comment about the significance of a name in
Bible times: “A study of the word ‘name' in
the OT [Old Testament] reveals how much it
means in Hebrew. The name is no mere label,
but s significant of the real personality of him
to whom it belongs. It may derive from the cir-
cumstances of his hirth (Gn. 5:29), or reflect his
character (Gn. 27:36), and when a person puts his
name’ upon a thing or another person the latter
comes under his influence and protection,”

Then, regarding God's name, the Dictionary

states: “Yahweh, therefore, in contrast with
Elohim gGod] is a proper noun, the name of a
Person, though that Person is divine. As such, it
has its own ideological setting: it presents God as
a Person, and 5o brings him into relationship with
other, human, personalities .. . , and he speaks
to the Patriarchs as one friend to another.”

So the only way anyone can come near to
God and have a pérsonal relationship with him
is by knowing him by his name, Yahweh, or
Jehovah, and by Iearnlngn to use that name
respectfully in worshiping him. (John 17:26) In-
deed, such” ones will ‘come under his |anuence
and protection,” for Jehovah himself said,
shall protect him because he has come to know
my name."—Psalm 91:14,
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Insigntonthe News

Doomsday
Predictions

The latest rage all over France
Is another book on the doomsday
predictions of Nostradamus—a
new translation from 16th-century
French into modern French with
the assistance of a computer. By
midsummer, 232,000 copies of
the 565-page book were sold.

Why this sudden surge of in-
terest? One of the predictions
says that a pope would be as-
sassinated “‘when the rose will
flower.” This was interpreted to
be fulfilled by the attempt on the
life of Pope John Paul Il last May
after the Socialist Party, symbol-
ized by the rose, came into pow-
er in France.

“Time” magazine explains:
“The predictions of Nostradamus
... tend to be rediscovered during
turbulent historical eras— such as
now, when many Western Euro-
peans are worried about faltering
economies and superpower con-
flict.” And the French newsweekly
“Le Point” said: “Fear is becom-
ing a market. One hundred days
after having brought Mitterrand to
power, our citizens are paying $20
a copy to shudder in horror.”

This “fear,” however, is pre-
cisely what Jesus Christ predicted
as a part of the ‘sign of the con-
clusion of the system of things,*
saying: “On the earth anguish of
nations, not knowing the way out

. while men become faint out of
fear and expectation of the things
coming upon the inhabited earth.”
(Matthew 24:3; Luke 21:25, 26)
But he added: “As these things
start to occur, raise yourselves

erect and lift your heads up, be-
cause your deliverance is getting
near.”— Luke 21:28.

“How to Kill,”
in Six Volumes

“To the making of many books
there is no end, and much devo-
tion to them is wearisome to the
flesh,” wrote wise King Solomon
at Ecclesiastes 12:12. The ulti-
mate of the endless list of weari-
some books being published ap-
pears to be a set of six volumes
entitled “How to Kill.” The vol-
umes outline details on how to
kill with clubs, hatchets, knives,
poison, fire, electricity, explosives
and firearms, along with precise
diagrams and drawings. In the in-
troduction, the writer says: “The
object of this study is to instruct
the reader in the techniques of
taking another human life, up
close, and doing it well. You may
well find this book offensive, re-
pulsive, brutal and vicious. It is
meant to be. It is completely con-
temptuous of human life, and my
only admonition to the would-be
assassin is: Kill without joy.”

The publisher describes the
books as strictly “technical. They
don’t stimulate emotion. . . . It’'s
an intellectual exercise, a fantasy,
an escape.” When asked if sell-
ing this kind of material troubles
him, he replied: “Not at all. | don’t
think you could prove that these
books cause people to kill.... In
our society, no one can ban the
publication of these books, and
that's exactly as it should be.”
So far, between 30,000 and 40,-
000 copies have been sold.

Seminaries
Censored

The Vatican recently called for
“a study or review of the cur-
rent status of priestly formation in
American seminaries.” Reporting
on what appears to be the first
such investigation in the U.S., the
New York “Times” says that the
plan “has already alarmed some
seminary heads who believe the
study could result in an attempt
to root out dissent and stifle aca-
demic freedom___ One seminary
head called the effort ‘a witch
hunt.” ... Another educator called
it an insult to the integrity of Amer-
ican Catholic seminary training.”

According to “Official Catho-
lic Directory” figures, enrollment
In Catholic seminaries in America
has dwindled from 49,000 in 1965
to the current level of 12,000. But
of greater concern to the Vati-
can is “the necessity for doctrinal
conformity” and “too much liber-
alism among some theologians,”
the report points out.

The opposition of the seminar-
ians and educators to the inves-
tigation is a telltale sign that the
Catholic Church, though claiming
apostolic succession, has not giv-
en heed to the apostolic injunc-
tion: “That you should all speak in
agreement, and that there should
not be divisions among you, but
that you may be fitly united in the
same mind and in the same line of
thought.” (1 Corinthians 1:10) The
steady decline among the priestly
ranks reflects what Jesus Christ
said: “If a house becomes divided
against itself, that house will not
be able to stand.”— Mark 3:25.
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Questions from Readers

m Why did God have Moses ask Pharaoh’s permission ‘to journey
for three days into the wilderness,’ since he had purposed that the

Israelites leave Egypt permanently?

At the burning bush, God said
that he would use Moses to deliver
the Israelites from Egypt and lead
them to a land flowing with milk
and honey. God told Moses that
Pharaoh was to be informed: “Je-
hovah the God of the Hebrews has
come in touch with us, and now
we want to go, please, a journey
of three days into the wilderness,
and we want to sacrifice to Jeho-
vah our God.”— Exodus 3:18.

Since God had just told Moses
that the Israelites were going to the
Promised Land, it might seem that
he was not providing Pharaoh with
all the facts. But it becomes evident
from how things worked out that
God’s way of handling matters was
fair and served his purpose.

The Israelites had been in Egypt
for over 200 years and were being
treated as a nation of slaves. Yet
God, in accord with his unchange-

able promise to Abraham, was
going to make a great nation of
Israel. They would dwell in freedom
in the land that God had indicated
to Abraham, the land of Canaan.
(Genesis 12:1, 2, 7; 18:18; 22:17,
18) Would Pharaoh willingly coop-
erate with God’s purpose?

No, Jehovah foreknew that Pha-
raoh would stubbornly refuse to
allow the Israelites to leave Egypt,
even for a short time. If God,
through Moses and Aaron, had in-
dicated that His will was for Israel to
leave permanently, Pharaoh might
have raised objections that could
have seemed plausible, such as
the land’s being disrupted if over
a million persons were to leave at
once and permanently. And oth-
ers might have been inclined to
excuse Pharaoh’s attitude or sym-
pathize with him. Israel’s leaving
the land of Goshen for just a few

days would mean no substantial
loss to the Egyptians.

When Pharaoh stubbornly re-
fused to permit the Israelites to go,
even for three days, it was undeni-
ably clear that his heart was hard.
There simply was no excuse for
such a hard attitude, nor for the
increased oppression Pharaoh de-
creed in response.— Exodus 5:1-9.

Even after a series of plagues,
obstinate Pharaoh would not per-
mit Israel to leave Egypt. Finally,
the 10th plague was so disastrous
to Egypt that Pharaoh told Moses
to take the people and go— with
no agreement on a three-day pe-
riod. Still, while the exodus was
in progress, Pharaoh tried to trap
and recapture lIsrael. That failed,
for even Pharaoh himself died in
the Red Sea.— Exodus 12:31-39;
14:5-9, 21-28; Psalm 136:15.

Consequently, God’s telling Mo-
ses to make the reasonable request
for a three days’ leave served as
a test of Pharaoh. It revealed what
was in his heart.
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It Has
Motivating
Power

The “Yearbook of Jehovah’s
Witnesses” has moved many
readers to increase their ser-
vice to God. The book tells how
Christian missionaries, in the
mold of the apostle Paul and his
early companions, have spear-
headed the Kingdom-preaching
work in modern times. Wrote a
reader of a recent “Yearbook”:
“l can’t read it fast enough. The
pictures in it are worth a thou-
sand words. What I've read so
far has been very encouraging.
Makes me feel as though | could
do more in preaching the ‘good
news’ when | see what others
are doing under pressure. | have
it so easy by comparison.”
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