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O ONE on earth can be sure how 
many books have been produced 

throughout human history. Indeed, a wise 
man once said: “To the making of many 
books there is no end, and much devotion 
to them is wearisome to the flesh.” (Eccl. 
12:12) How true!

Yet there is one book that is unlike 
all others. In common renditions, it has 
66 individual books. Its chapters number 
1,189. And, in many translations, it con­
tains 31,102 verses.

If you were to read and meditate on just 
one of these verses a day, it would take 
you over 85 years to complete this book. 
That exceeds normal life expectancy today. 
In fact, the very book we have in mind 
says of humans: “In themselves the days 
of our years are seventy years; and if be­
cause of special mightiness they are eighty 
years, yet their insistence is on trouble 
and hurtful things; for it must quickly 
pass by, and away we fly.”—Ps. 90:10.

This book is the Bible. And proper study 
of it would require more than a normal 
human lifetime.

HELD IN HIGH ESTEEM
Abraham Lincoln, the 16th president of 

the United States, once said: “I believe 
the Bible is the best gift God has ever 
given to man.” Truly, the Bible is held 
in high esteem by millions. For example, 
author Henry van Dyke stated:

“Born in the East and 
clothed in Oriental form and 
imagery, the Bible walks the 
ways of all the world with 
familiar feet and enters land 
after land to find its own ev­
erywhere. It has learned to 
speak in hundreds of lan­
guages to the heart of man. 
Children listen to its stories 
with wonder and delight, and 
wise men ponder them as par­
ables of life. The wicked and 

the proud tremble at its warnings, but to 
the wounded and penitent it has a mother’s 
voice. It has woven itself into our dearest 
dreams; so that Love, Friendship, Sym­
pathy, Devotion, Memory, Hope, put on 
the beautiful garments of its treasured 
speech. No man is poor or desolate who 
has this treasure for his own.”

Because of their religious views, some 
persons may be moved to make glowing 
statements about the Bible. Saying some­
thing good about it may seem to be ‘the 
right thing to do.’ Many, however, ap­
parently have been very serious about 
pursuing knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. 
For instance, John Quincy Adams said: 
“I have for many years made it a practice 
to read through the Bible once every year.” 

What would happen if you were to read 
through the Bible once each year? Sup­
pose you did this not hurriedly but allow­
ing time for meditation. Would there be 
an improvement in the quality of your life? 
You would be entitled to think so if British 
statesman W. E. Gladstone was right. He 
said: “The Bible is stamped with a Spe­
cialty of Origin, and an immeasurable dis­
tance separates it from all competitors.” 

In essence, then, you have a right to 
ask: Would increased Bible knowledge real­
ly benefit me? Can I expect this book, 
customarily associated with Christianity, 
to help me to succeed in life?
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MAKE A SUCCESS 
OF YOUR LIFE NOW

HRISTIANITY? No, that’s too re- 
strictive for me. I want to be free! 

I want to have fun!’ Have you ever heard 
people speak like this? Whether they say 
it or not, many seem to view Christianity 
in this way.

Yet is the life of one who rejects Chris­
tian standards truly free? The fact is, this 
world is not really a “fun” place at all. 
Half of it is desperately poor, with all the 
attendant ills of starvation, child exploi­
tation and political rebellion. The wealth­
ier part has problems, too. Spreading drug 
addiction, increasing crime and unrest, 
chronic child abuse and a surprising num­
ber of teenage suicides are just some in­
dications that people the world over are 
living under pressures that many of them 
just cannot handle.

Actually, is Christianity really so re­
strictive? Does the following of Christian 
principles mean that we have to give up 
all pleasure and happiness? Not really. 
The apostle Paul said: “Godly devotion is 
beneficial for all things, as it holds promise 
of the life now and that which is to come.” 
(1 Tim. 4:8) Yes, godly devotion, or the 
pursuing of genuine Christianity, helps us 
even now to live lives that are satisfying 
and full of purpose.

How is this? Well, consider just some of 
the advantages enjoyed by Christians that 
are not available to those who reject Chris­
tian standards.

COUNSEL AND ADVICE
True, counsel is not always welcome. 

Yet a glance at the advice columns in the 
newspapers will show that many people 
are desperately seeking counsel. Moreover, 
thousands of psychologists, marriage coun­
selors and the like make a career out of 
giving advice to their troubled clients.

On the other hand, some who desperate­
ly need help often do not realize this. Re­
cently, for example, a young man tried a 
potent drug known as “Angel Dust.” While 
under its influence, he thought that his 
body had been invaded by rats. He drank 
rat poison and died. When that young man 
decided to experiment with the drug, he 
was, unknown to himself, making a life-
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or-death decision. If someone had given 
him sensible advice at that time—and if 
he had accepted it—he might still be alive.

It is ironic that many teenagers will seek 
advice and spend much time deciding what 
course of study they will follow or what 
career they will choose. However, on such 
matters as what kind of friends to have, 
whether to use drugs or how to view sexual 
morality, they will make decisions very 
casually. Yet, as experience shows, such 
decisions can make the difference between 
health and sickness, life and death.

As a help to recognize when advice is 
needed, and to assist in making decisions 
that will make “life now” more successful, 
the Christian has access to an unsurpassed 
source of counsel—the Bible. Some con­
sider it out of date, but where else can 
we get such reliable advice? Human coun­
selors propose all kinds of theories and 
ideas, some of which eventually prove to 
be positively harmful. But the Bible has 
stood the test of time. “Many are the 
plans in the heart of a man, but the coun­
sel of Jehovah is what will stand.”—Prov. 
19:21.

The Bible’s counsel never works harm 
to the person following it. To illustrate: 
The Scriptures counsel readers to “flee 
from fornication.” (1 Cor. 6:18) Hence, 
there was no faithful Christian following 
Bible counsel among the two mil­
lion Americans who contracted 
gonorrhea last year through im­
morality. Similarly, no one who 
follows Bible principles would 
pollute his body with tobacco, 
and, hence, risk suffering un­
necessary heart ailments or can­
cer. Nor would he be among 
the large number who die each 
year because of driving auto­
mobiles while under the influ­
ence of drugs or alcohol.—2 Cor.
7:1.

Counsel in the Bible may be
THE WATCHTOWER —  MAY 1, 1981

contrary to our inclinations. Perhaps we 
sometimes wish it would say something dif­
ferent, so that we could be more like the 
people around us. But a faithful Christian 
knows that, in the long run, doing what is 
advised in the Bible will be the best thing 
for him.

Those who have experienced the “free­
dom” of the world are often only too glad 
to give it up. One man was a chain smoker, 
as well as a heavy drinker, and was ad­
dicted to gambling at cockfights. Addi­
tionally, he greatly enjoyed sexually sug­
gestive dancing. In time, he came in 
contact with a congregation of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. Although he was indulging to 
the full in the “freedom” that this world 
offers, he said it was a relief to change 
and mold his life anew according to the 
counsel in the Bible. The so-called re­
stricted life of a Christian was much more 
satisfying. Many others have had similar 
experiences.—Rom. 12:2.

The Bible says: “Listen to counsel and 
accept discipline, in order that you may 
become wise in your future.” (Prov. 19:20) 
A wise Christian never loses sight of his 
enviable privilege of having access to 
God’s own counsel.

RELIABLE ASSOCIATION
Josephine was popular at school. She

Upbuilding association and 
doing things for others
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was bright, good at sports and a member 
of school organizations. For special events, 
she was usually the one chosen to repre­
sent the school.

Then this girl had the opportunity to 
study the Bible. Because she started to 
mold her life by Scriptural principles, her 
former friends began to shun her. This 
did not disturb her, however, because she 
had found friends of a different kind. As 
she said: “Jehovah's Witnesses are true 
friends, because when you need it, they 
are always ready to help you." True, her 
life had been seemingly happy before she 
became a practicing Christian. But she 
said: “Even though I was thoroughly 
spoiled by everyone in those days, I did 
not feel the happiness that I feel now."

These expressions highlight another ad­
vantage enjoyed by true Christians: re­
liable and good association. As the Biblical 
psalmist said: “How good and how pleasant 
it is for brothers to dwell together in 
unity!"—Ps. 133:1.

Doubtless, some outside the Christian 
congregation have pleasant personalities. 
But association with them will never build 
up our desire to serve God. It may, how­
ever, cause problems. One youth, explain­
ing why he used drugs, spoke of the in­
tense pressure to do so from his friends. 
He said: “Everybody gets high. If you 
don’t, you’re [an outsider]." For such peo­
ple, peer pressure is a big problem. Often 
they do things they really do not want to 
do, rather than face ridicule because of 
being different. The observation of the 
apostle Paul was accurate: “Bad associa­
tions spoil useful habits."—1 Cor. 15:33.

On the other hand, genuine Christians 
never wrongly try to influence their neigh­
bors. Jesus told his disciples: “You must 
love your neighbor as yourself." (Matt. 
22:39) They are aware that “love does not 
work evil to one’s neighbor." (Rom. 13: 
10) Hence, association with faithful Chris­
tians is always beneficial.

“He that is walking with wise persons 
will become wise," says the Biblical prov­
erb. However, “he that is having dealings 
with the stupid ones will fare badly." 
(Prov. 13:20) “Wise persons" can be 
found within the Christian congregation. 
Association with these loyal witnesses of 
Jehovah God will help to make our “life 
now" more successful.

PEACE OF MIND
In the Middle Ages, people built castles 

for security, or for peace of mind. Today, 
individuals try to build big bank accounts 
or get an advanced education, hoping these 
will supply the same thing.

This does not work, though. It is true 
that billions of poor people suffer insecu­
rity because of their poverty. Yet wealthy 
people do not seem to have peace of mind 
either. One evidence of this was called 
“The Doomsday Boom," in a recent report 
appearing in Newsweek magazine. This 
refers to a flourishing industry in America 
that caters to people who are preparing 
for disasters that they are sure will come. 
The report states: “Some are braced for 
man-made disasters—depression, deadly 
pollution, urban riots—while others have 
dug in against such natural catastrophes 
as drought or flood." Of course, for every 
one that makes this kind of active prepara­
tion, many, many more have an uneasy 
feeling that something bad is going to 
happen. It is just as Jesus prophesied for 
our day: “Men become faint out of fear 
and expectation of the things coming upon 
the inhabited earth." (Luke 21:26) Such 
fear robs a person of peace of mind.

No, in these days of inflation and inter­
national uncertainties, money gives very 
dubious security. Another thing that can 
rob us of peace of mind is emotional in­
security. This is what results in such things 
as broken homes and the tragedy of teen­
age suicide. When investigating suicide— 
listed as the third most prevalent cause
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of death among teenagers—investigators 
found that a recurrent cause was a terrible 
loneliness. It was as if they were saying: 
“I want to die, because nobody loves me.”

Do Christians have to suffer such in­
securities and emotional turmoil? No. They 
serve a God who cares for them, and this 
gives them peace of mind.

Jehovah God watches over his people 
even in a physical way. Jesus advised us: 
“Never be anxious and say, 'What are we 
to eat?' or, 'What are we to drink?’ or, 
'What are we to put on?’ For all these are 
the things the nations are eagerly pur­
suing. For your heavenly Father knows 
you need all these things. Keep on, then, 
seeking first the kingdom and his righ­
teousness, and all these other things will 
be added to you.” Christians who are ma­
terially poor can testify to the fact that 
this is not an empty promise. God really 
does care for his servants.—Matt. 6:31-33.

Again, do Christians feel the need to 
make elaborate preparations for some pos­
sible future catastrophe? No. They know 
that a big change is coming soon, but they 
also know why it is coming, and they 
realize that Jehovah has promised pro­
tection for those who serve him. (Ps. 27: 
5; Isa. 26:20) Jesus, speaking of the dif­
ficult times we live in, said: ''But as these 
things start to occur, raise yourselves 
erect and lift your heads up, because your 
deliverance is getting near.”—Luke 21:28.

Even when a Christian suffers emotional 
problems, perhaps because of the death of 
a loved one or for some other reason, he 
is not left without help. He associates with 
fellow Christians who will 'speak con­
solingly to the depressed souls and will 
support the weak.’ Moreover, the God he 
serves is “near to those that are broken 
at heart; and those who are crushed in 
spirit he [Jehovah] saves.” Hence, a faith­
ful Christian need never feel the aching 
loneliness that drives so many to suicide. 
—1 Thess. 5:14; Ps. 34:18.

NO PROBLEMS?
Does this mean that a true Christian’s 

life is easy and without problems? Of 
course not. Today, life is not easy for any­
one on earth. All have problems. Yet these 
very problems, taken in the right way, 
can be a source of encouragement to the 
Christian. For example, he has to face up 
to things like inflation, pollution and sick­
ness, just like everyone else. But such 
problems give the Christian a chance to 
apply Bible counsel and see that it really 
works. Indeed, problems teach him to rely 
on God’s wisdom rather than his own. 
—Ps. 119:105.

Similarly, a Christian witness of Jeho­
vah has to fight the sinful tendencies of 
his flesh and avoid the enticements to 
wrongdoing in this world. (1 John 2:15- 
17) Doing so, he stands out as different 
from his worldly associates and may have 
to endure ridicule. But this can help him 
to grow spiritually. He can learn to ‘carry 
on as a man,’ instead of childishly follow­
ing the crowd. (1 Cor. 16:13) He may 
even have to face persecution because of 
his refusal to compromise on what he 
knows is right. But this is not harmful, 
for it builds up his faith and teaches him 
to trust fully in Jehovah God. Thus perse­
cution that God permits is a part of the 
training for a successful and happy life. 
—1 Pet. 1:6, 7; 5:6-11.

A genuine Christian makes sacrifices. 
He sacrifices time and effort that could be 
spent in relaxation, using much of that 
time helping others to learn about God’s 
purposes. A follower of Christ may even 
sacrifice financially in order to serve his 
Creator more fully, or to avoid compro­
mising. To a sincere Christian, however, 
such sacrifices are a source of joy. Jesus 
himself said: “There is more happiness in 
giving than there is in receiving.” The 
serving of our neighbor, and particularly 
the serving of God, satisfies the deepest
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instincts in humans. It is what God created 
us to do. On the other hand, a life devoted 
solely to pleasure or selfish pursuits ulti­
mately is frustrating, “a striving after 
wind.”—Acts 20:35; Eccl. 12:13; 2:3-11.

Certainly, then, the benefits that a Chris­
tian witness of Jehovah enjoys are many 
and real. They far outweigh any sacrifices

he may have to make. Truly, serving God 
“holds promise of the life now.” And do 
not forget, it also holds promise of the life 
“which is to come.” (1 Tim. 4:8) How un­
wise to give up such advantages for the 
dubious and very temporary benefits of 
the so-called freedom that this world 
offers!

Spain (‘Hears About Jehovah 
J  And His G lory’

THE popular image of Spain is that 
of sunny Andalusia in the south, 

with raven-haired, dark-eyed senoritas 
dancing to flamenco music of guitars and 
chattering castanets. But Spain is a coun­
try of fascinating contrasts. For example, 
the rugged north has its green fields, 
mountains and rocky coasts. There the 
hardy, robust folk earn their living from 
the soil, the coal mines, the sea, or from 
the industries of the Basque country. And, 
interestingly, instead of the guitar, in the 
north you are more likely to hear drums 
and bagpipes.

Of course, the common denominator for 
all of Spain is the Roman Catholic religion. 
But now things are changing and the 
Church is losing its grip on millions of 
Spaniards.

A new constitution was accepted by pop­
ular vote in December 1978. Among other 
things, this has severed the official ties 
between the State and the Catholic Church.

Article 16.3 succinctly states: “No [reli­
gious] confession will have state char­
acter.'' This constitution guarantees reli­
gious liberty for all.

CONTINUED INCREASE IN 
CATHOLIC STRONGHOLD

Against this background, what progress 
are Jehovah's Witnesses making in Spain? 
Well, it certainly is encouraging to com­
pare the 1975 peak of 31,948 proclaimers 
of the “good news" with the peak of 
43,276 in 1980, an increase of over 11,000 
in just five years. Also, whereas in 1975 
there were 534 Witness congregations in 
Spain, Andorra and the Canary Islands, 
there are now 784.

The zeal of Jehovah's people continues 
to impress many persons. For instance, 
one Protestant writer acknowledged (in 
Pagina abierta):

“Many people are surprised to know 
that there are so many hundreds or thou-
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sands of . . . [Witnesses] in their city. I 
would say that it is not surprising, but 
rather logical. Only a year ago they visited 
all the cities, from house to house, selling 
their famous book The Truth That Leads 
to Eternal Life. . . .

“The followers that this sect has now 
are only the logical fruit of the sowing 
they have done.”

He then said of his fellow believers: “It 
is about time that we lost our spiritual 
shortsightedness, and instead of just hav­
ing our Bibles tucked under our arm we 
should receive the vision of going out 
with a briefcase full of Gospels . . . since 
we cannot expect the Lord to bless with an 
abundant harvest a sowing of the seed 
that we have not carried out.”

CH RISTIAN NEUTRALITY M AIN TAIN ED
Due to its 40-year alliance with the 

Franco regime, the Catholic Church has 
lost prestige and credibility in Spain. 
Some of the younger priests are trying to 
break away from the traditional image, 
and so the clergy are divided over political 
issues.

In contrast, Jehovah’s Witnesses are 
keeping themselves unspotted from polit­
ical involvement. (John 15:19; Jas. 1:27) 
Witnesses have been called to serve at 
polling booths and have respectfully de­
clined because of their Bible-trained con­
science. Some have been subjected to 
threats, and a Witness in Logrono spent 
three days in police custody because she 
refused to serve at a voting center.

As to the question of military service, 
draftees who are Jehovah’s Witnesses con­
tinue to be sent home until further notice. 
So at this time none of Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses are in prison for refusing to take 
up military service.

W IT N E SSIN G  IN  SCHOOLS
Some parents are taking the initiative 

to establish contact with school directors

and teachers, and this has resulted in a 
fine witness, as well as in expressions of 
appreciation for Watch Tower publications.

In one case, an 11-year-old Witness girl 
from the Andalusian province of Cadiz 
took along to school the book Your Youth 
— Getting the Best out of It and placed 
nine copies with her classmates. A teacher 
looked the book over and exclaimed: 
“What a pity that the Catholic Church 
doesn’t publish such a good book for the 
young people!”

Another teacher checked the book’s con­
tents and then told the young sister that 
she could get up in front of the class and 
speak about a Bible subject. She took her 
book and read the chapter “How Do You 
View Discipline?” and then commented 
on it. As a result, she started a Bible study 
with a girl in her class, and this girl and 
her mother later attended the Memorial.

A D ISIL L U SIO N E D  CATHOLIC  
F IN D S  THE TRUTH

Another interesting experience is that 
involving Gloria, who was born in Logrono 
and raised in a Catholic family. She en­
tered a cloister convent at the age of 19, 
starting her novitiate at Orense in 1952. 
After eight years in Catholic missionary 
service as a teacher in Venezuela, her fa­
ther died and she returned to Spain to 
care for her mother. Nevertheless, Gloria 
continued to be a practicing Catholic, get­
ting up every morning at 6 to attend 
early Mass. Twelve years later her mother 
died and Gloria moved to Barcelona. 
Meanwhile, her religious practice had be­
gun to waver. Why? Because of the bad 
example set by some of the priests with 
whom she had contact, especially one con­
sidered “very holy and wise” but who 
had made an immoral proposition to her! 
So she eventually quit going to church.

Then in 1975 a traveling overseer of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses called at her home 
and she listened. She explains:
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“We were talking about subjects that 
had always bothered me because they did 
not seem to be either just or reasonable— 
hellfire, purgatory, the veneration of Mary, 
and so forth. He invited me to attend a 
meeting at the Kingdom Hall and I went 
. . .  I came away very impressed. Every­
thing that was said there was in agreement 
with the Bible, and that pleased me. I con­
tinued to attend the meetings, using the 
opportunity to observe the Witnesses. Af­
ter two months I requested a Bible study. 
I was sure. Finally I had found the truth!”

D ISC O S A N D  DRUGS ARE NO T TH E ANSW ER
In Spain today, there is a proliferation 

of discos and “pubs” where the temptations 
exist for immorality and drug-taking. Yet 
some are glad to break away from such 
practices and take up Jehovah’s worship.

One such example is Julian, from Torre- 
nueva, Ciudad Real. Back in 1971 he was 
drawn into the hippie world and began 
frequenting a disco in the Barcelona red- 
light district. This led to experiments with 
different drugs, culminating in “trips” 
with LSD. Julian even had a replica of 
the head of his “idol,” a popular male 
singer, embroidered on the back of his 
jacket. It cost him 12,000 pesetas ($174, 
U.S.) and a month of living on bread, 
water and bacon fat to pay the bill.

However, as time passed, Julian realized 
that he had not found either true friend­
ship or satisfaction in life. Thus, in April 
1974, he decided he would visit a Catholic 
priest. At the same time, he was making 
arrangements to begin living with his girl 
friend. But that week an argument broke 
out among his workmates about whether 
Mary was really a virgin when she con­
ceived Jesus. The majority, although being 
Catholics, did not accept Mary’s virginity, 
except for one man who spoke up. Julian 
talked to him afterward and learned that 
he was studying with Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
So Julian started to do so.

Needless to say, he did not go to see the 
priest that weekend and he did not begin 
living with his girl friend. After two weeks 
of Bible study, Julian destroyed his hippie 
gear, including his expensive jacket. Why? 
“I had to get rid of my past ties in order 
to get a new start.”

Shortly afterward, Julian moved to the 
Pyrenean principality of Andorra to get 
away from his former associates. He got 
baptized as a dedicated witness of Jehovah 
in October 1974, and later started serving 
as a regular pioneer. In June 1978, he 
was called to serve at the Barcelona Bethel, 
where the Watch Tower Society’s branch 
office is located in Spain.

“H AVING  PLENTY TO DO IN
THE W ORK OF THE LORD”

With much work yet to be done, ex­
pansion is being planned. The Bethel fam­
ily in Spain now consists of over 50 
members. However, there is no room for 
expansion in the Watch Tower Society’s 
facilities in Barcelona. So last spring there 
was located, on the outskirts of Madrid, 
a fine building complex that can be re­
constructed to provide an excellent head­
quarters facility for Jehovah’s Witnesses 
in Spain. But would the Spanish brothers 
be able to provide what was needed to 
purchase the building? The response truly 
has been overwhelming. It has been par­
ticularly moving to see sisters donating 
their precious rings, brooches and other 
jewelry.—Compare Exodus 35:20-24.

Yes, there is still “plenty to do in the 
work of the Lord” in Spain, and Jehovah’s 
Witnesses are alive to this privilege. 
(1 Cor. 15:58) The message of truth is 
unifying people of many regions and or­
igins—Catalonians, Andalusians, Galicians, 
Asturians, Castilians, Gypsies and Basques 
—to name just a few. Spaniards are re­
ceiving a report about Jehovah’s kingdom, 
and many are telling others of his glory. 
—Isa. 66:19.
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INSIGHT ON THE NEWS
•  Millions of persons fo llo w  the predictions 
of psychics, or "se e rs ."  However, Jack M abley, 

writing for the Chicago "Trib- 
une ," states: " I f  you take 

Seers Are them seriously, and would 
Consistently buy a stock or sell silver on 

Wrong" their say-so, my suggestion is 
to do the opposite of w hat 
they say . The seers are con­

sistently w ro ng/' Noting 62 of their predictions 
for 1980 published by a newspaper, M abley 
said : "N ot one of those 62 predictions was 
on the m ark."

For exam ple, a C a lifo rn ia  psychic predicted 
that in 1980 "interest rates w ill decline as 
the economy im proves." The opposite hap­
pened. Seven psychics predicted that Ted 
Kennedy would be elected president. He did 
not even win his party's nomination. Jeanne 
Dixon predicted regarding the then president 
Jimmy Carter: "A n  attempt on his life , related 
to a church, w ill be made in the fa l l ."  She 
also predicted that scandals would cost him 
several close, h igh-ranking officials. None of 
those predictions came true.

Not human predictions, but the inspired 
prophecies of God are w hat come true with 
unerring accuracy. (Isa . 4 6 :9 -1 1 ; 2 Pet. 1 :20 , 
21 ) Hence, God's Word condemns fa lse  fo re­
tellers of events.— Deut. 18 :10-12 .

"Sexual
Revolution"
Backfiring

•  In recent decades the "sexua l revolution" 
has promoted the abandonm ent of morality 

in the name of "freedom ." 
An exam ple cited by "M ac­
lean 's"  m agazine of Canada 
is Sweden, where "prostitu­
tion is leg a l, as is pornog­
raphy. Abortion is free on
demand, courses on sexuality 

begin with seven-year-olds and contracep­
tives are given a w a y  in numerous youth c lin ­
ics ."  However, after exam ining the results, the 
publication reports.* "Sw edes themselves are 
confronting a welter of social problems caused 
partly by the libidinous yea rs : the accounting 
is not p lea san t."

Swedish sociologist Rita Liljestrom com­
ments: "Sexu a lity  w as seen as the key to a 
different political society. But now there seems 
to be a new debate: the feeling that we 
gained a lot but that we lost, to o ." She de-
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nounced the sexual revolution "a s  a pseudo­
liberation that has left men and women even 
more alienated than b e fo re ." Others who fo r­
merly had a permissive attitude now find that 
sex often has become degraded and an im al­
istic, instead of an expression of deep love 
between married persons who care for each 
other. A lso , they condemn pornography and 
prostitution, as they feel it has increased rape 
and has depersonalized sex. W ell documented 
also is the increase that sexual permissiveness 
has brought in venereal d isease, unwanted 
pregnancies, abortions and broken marriages 
due to infidelity.— Heb. 13 :4 .

•  W riting in the Catho lic "H era ld  C itizen" of 
M adison, W isconsin, priest Andrew  Breines 

said after two of Jehovah's 
W itnesses called  at his rec- 

Priest to ry : " I  've a lw ays been im- 
Commends pressed by the zeal of 
Witnesses [Jeh o vah 's  W itn e sse s]. No 

matter how recent their a d ­
mission to the society, they 

immediately begin making house calls to 
spread the 'Good N ew s.' "  The clergyman 
noted that they "w ere  putting God's work 
ahead of their own interests and convenience. 
God held the first p lace in their lives ."  He 
asked : " I wonder how many of us [C atho lics]
. . . can match their tireless zea l fo r evan­
gelization . They go from house to house be­
cause they have accepted G od's call not only 
for their own salvation but also to share the 
'Good News' with others."

Learning that one of the two visiting W it­
nesses form erly w as Catho lic and the other 
was Lutheran, the priest asked them w hy they 
had become Jehovah 's W itnesses. "They an ­
swered that it was coming to know 'the truth.' 
By that they meant coming to know Jesus 
Christ personally through faith and the p rayer­
ful reading of the B ib le ."  Then the priest 
commented: "A fte r  my callers left, I couldn't 
help wondering if w e, in the major religious 
denominations, don't often substitute . . . 
sacraments and programs for doing God's 
work of evang e liza tio n ." But there can be no 
true substitute for evangeliz ing , as this was 
part of Jesus' command to those who would 
be his fo llow ers.— M att. 10 :7 , 11-13 ; 2 4 .1 4 ; 
28 .19 , 20 ; Acts 2 0 :2 0 .
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W HICH ORGANIZATION -  
JEHOVAH’S OR SATAN’S?

"Choose for yourselves today whom you will serve."— Josh. 24:15.

TODAY the choice is between the two 
biggest organizations in existence. 

Historically, this is nothing new, but today 
the need for making the right choice is 
more urgent than ever before. Two thou­
sand years ago a historical person, whose 
decision on the question would carry the 
greatest consequences for all the universe, 
was faced with the need to make such a 
choice.

2 Two witnesses to this fact, two search­
ers for the historical facts, namely, Mat­
thew Levi, a former tax collector, and 
Luke, a physician, give us the testimony 
establishing the truth of it. The historical 
person upon whom the eyes of the whole 
universe were then focused was Jesus 
Christ of the Middle East. Matthew Levi 
tells us that Satan the Devil “showed him 
all the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory, and he said to him: ‘All these things 
I will give you if you fall down and do 
an act of worship to me.’ ” Jesus did not 
dispute Satan’s claim to the organized 
world, but he unhesitatingly rejected Sa-
1, 2. (a) Today the choice is between what two things, 
and how urgent is the need to decide about it?  
(b) N ineteen centuries ago, whose decision on the 
m atter w as of universal consequence, and what choice 
w as made by that one?

tan’s offer. (Matt. 4:8-10) Jesus refused 
to desert the organization to which he 
already belonged and make himself a part 
of Satan’s organization.

3 A personal associate of Jesus Christ, 
namely, the former fisherman John, the 
son of Zebedee, wrote what is now listed 
as the last book of the Bible. In that book 
the adversary, Satan the Devil, is pictured 
as a creature whose makeup John could 
never have organized in his own mind. So 
under divine inspiration John pictures him 
as “a great fiery-colored dragon, with 
seven heads and ten horns and upon its 
heads seven diadems.” (Rev. 1:1, 9, 10; 
12:3) That oddly organized creature is 
called “the great dragon . . . the original 
serpent, the one called Devil and Satan.” 
As the outcome of a war—think of it—in 
the invisible heavens, or spirit realm, the 
symbolic dragon “was hurled down to the 
earth, and his angels were hurled down 
with him.” (Rev. 12:7-9) Those demonic 
angels who fought on Satan’s side make 
up his spirit organization.
3. In the Revelation to the apostle John, how w as Satan  
the Devil pictured, and of what w as his organization  
composed ?
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4 Satan the Devil also has a visible hu­
man part to his organization. Do we be­
long to it or side with it? In Revelation, 
chapter 13, it is pictured as a wild beast 
emerging from the sea. What course does 
the world of mankind take toward this 
symbolic creature? Listen: “And the drag­
on gave to the beast its power and its 
throne and great authority. . . . and all the 
earth followed the wild beast with ad­
miration. And they worshiped the dragon 
because it gave the authority to the wild 
beast, and they worshiped the wild beast 
with the words: ‘Who is like the wild 
beast, and who can do battle with it?’ ” 
(Rev. 13:2-4) Those worshipers of the 
visible earthly part of Satan’s organization 
will have their minds disabused, for, ac­
cording to Revelation 19:11-21, the glori­
fied Jesus Christ with his organized an­
gelic armies will do battle with the “wild 
beast” at Har-Magedon and destroy it.

—Rev. 16:14-16.
5 Till then, what the apostle Paul speaks 

of at Ephesians 2:2 keeps existing, “the 
system of things of this world, according 
to the ruler of the authority of the air, 
the spirit that now operates in the sons 
of disobedience.” Also, at 2 Corinthians 
4:4, Paul says that “the god of this system 
of things has blinded the minds of the un­
believers.” For what purpose? “That the 
illumination of the glorious good news 
about the Christ, who is the image of God, 
might not shine through.”

6 Paul exposes the Devil’s invisible or-
4. (a) W hat does the “w ild beast” that em erges from  
the sea, as described in Revelation, chapter 13, picture? 
(b) W hat is the attitude of the world of mankind 
toward that “ beast,” and where and how w ill their 
minds be disabused?
5. T ill that war at Har-M agedon, w hat system  of things 
keeps on existing?
6. (a) According to Ephesians 6:11-18, what kind of 
warfare are Christians obliged to w age? (b) Does this 
mean that there is no visib le part of Satan’s organiza­
tion with which to contend?

The glorified Jesus Christ, with his organized 
angelic armies, will destroy the “wild beast" 

at Har-Magedon

ganization in Ephesians 6:12, where we 
read: “We have a wrestling, not against 
blood and flesh, but against the govern­
ments, against the authorities, against the 
world rulers of this darkness, against the 
wicked spirit forces in the heavenly 
places.,, Paul is not here saying that there 
is no visible earthly part to Satan's or­
ganization. He is merely reminding us that 
we as Christians are not fighting a violent 
combat against the visible human elements 
of Satan's organization in order to over­
throw it. Jesus Christ, when in the flesh 
on the earth, did not try to overthrow 
Satan's organization, and neither should
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his followers try to do so, for in such an 
effort they would waste their time and 
would fail. They need to carry on a spir­
itual war in order not to be made a part 
of Satan’s organization, and for this they 
need to take to themselves the armor and 
weapons that Paul describes in Ephesians 
6:11-18.

7 There is no denying that Satan has a 
mighty organization with invisible and 
visible parts. Satan the Devil is a mimic 
for the purpose of deception, and the fact 
that he has an organization argues, in 
effect, that his chief opponent, Jehovah 
God, also has an organization. So Satan 
the imitator has deceived multitudes of 
people into thinking that they are accept­
ing, adopting and joining the right and 
proper thing. (2 Cor. 11:13-15) Just call 
to mind Jesus’ parable of the wheat and 
the tares, or darnel, as an illustration of 
this. The early appearance of the tares, or 
darnel, was so much like that of the wheat 
that there was danger at that early stage 
of growth that, instead of the Devil-sown 
tare, or darnel, plantlets, the wheat plant- 
lets might be uprooted. (Matt. 13:24-30, 
36-43) Jesus explained that the tares, dar­
nel, or weeds, pictured “the sons of the 
wicked one, and the enemy that sowed 
them is the Devil.”

8 In the harvest now taking place during 
the ‘conclusion of a system of things,’ the 
symbolic weeds make up the foretold anti­
christ. In his first letter, written near the 
end of the first century, the apostle John 
writes, saying: “Just as you have heard 
that antichrist is coming, even now there 
have come to be many antichrists . . . This 
is the antichrist, the one that denies the 
Father and the Son.” (1 John 2:18, 22)
7. (a) The fact that Satan has an organization argues 
what with respect to God, and w hy? (b) How was 
this illustrated in Jesus’ parable about the field that 
w as oversown by the planter’s adversary?
8. According to John’s first letter and Paul’s second 
letter to the Thessalonians, what would those symbolic 
weeds picture?

This agrees with what the apostle Paul 
wrote about 50 years earlier concerning 
the day of Jehovah. He said: “It will not 
come unless the apostasy comes first and 
the man of lawlessness gets revealed, the 
son of destruction.,, Of course, Paul was 
not referring to a literal man, for he went 
on to say: “True, the mystery of this law­
lessness is already at work; . . . But the 
lawless one's presence is according to the 
operation of Satan with every powerful 
work and lying signs and portents and with 
every unrighteous deception for those who 
are perishing, as a retribution because 
they did not accept the love of the truth 
that they might be saved."—2 Thess. 2:3, 
7-10.

9 From those words it is evident that 
the antichrist, the apostate man of law­
lessness, “the mystery of this lawlessness," 
is Satan's masterpiece in the form of an 
organization. It is an imitation of organized 
Christianity and so an opposer of it. As 
a replacement of true organized Chris­
tianity, it finds its expression in present- 
day Christendom, this name meaning the 
realm of Christianity. That is certainly a 
deceptive name, for Christendom is really 
the most powerful part of Babylon the 
Great, the world empire of false religion, 
under the emperorship of Satan the Devil.

10 In the light of what the apostles Paul 
and John said, Christendom is a departure 
from the true, original congregation of 
Jesus Christ, really an apostasy from it, 
yes, a rebellion against it. Unlike the first- 
century Christian congregation, Christen­
dom today embraces more than a thousand 
religious sectarian organizations, each and 
every one of which claims to be Christian, 
the exponent of Bible Christianity.
9. (a) How does “the m ystery of this law lessness” 
rank as a work of Satan? (b) How does Christendom  
rate as a part of Babylon the Great?
10. In the light of the words of John and Paul, what 
really is Christendom today, and what does each mem­
ber organization of it claim to be?
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ITS NAME?
11 With reference to those divided reli­

gious organizations that make up Christen­
dom, the issue of the Watch Tower maga­
zine for February of 1884 (almost a 
century ago) said the following under the 
heading “Our Name”:

“New readers in all parts of the country 
are constantly inquiring: By  what name do 
you call yourselves? Are you ‘Prim itive  
Baptists’? Are you ‘M issionary Baptists’? Are 
you ‘Un iversa lists’? Are you ‘Adventists’? 
Are you ‘P rim itive  Methodists’? etc., etc. We 
have several times tried to make clear our 
position, and now endeavor in a few words 
again to do so.

“We belong to n o  earthly organization; 
hence, i f  you should name the entire lis t  of 
sects, we should answer, No, to each and 
to all. We adhere only to the heavenly orga­
nization— ‘whose names are w ritten in  heav­
en.’ (Heb. 12:23; Luke 10:20.) A ll the saints 
now living, or that have lived during th is  
age, belonged to o ur  c h u r c h  o r g a n iz a t io n : 
such are all o n e  Church, and there is n o  
o t h er  recognized by the Lord . Hence any 
earthly organization which in the least in te r­
feres w ith  th is union of saints is contrary 
to the teachings of Scripture and opposed to 
the Lo rd ’s w ill— ‘that they may be o n e .’ 
(John 17:11.)”
^Indicating that the consecrated, bap­

tized members of the true spirit-begotten 
church, or congregation, are united with 
the invisible heavenly part of God's or­
ganization, the Watch Tower issue of 
March of 1883, page 6, said the following:

“But, though i t  is impossible fo r the nat­
ural man to see our organization, because 
he cannot understand the things of the S p irit 
of God, we tru s t that you can see that the 
true Church is most effectually organized, 
and in the best possible working order. . . .

“Recognizing th is organization, which is of 
the Sp irit, and desiring no assimilation what-

11. Alm ost a century ago, by what name did the pub­
lishers of the Watch Tower m agazine choose to be 
called ?
12. Indicating that the consecrated, baptized members 
of the Christian congregation are part of God’s organi­
zation, what did the Watch Tower issue of March 
1883 say?
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ever w ith  the worldly, who cannot see or 
understand it, we are quite w illing  to bear 
the reproach of a peculiar people. . . .

“We have unbounded fa ith  in  our Captain; 
and th is perfect organization, invisible to 
the world, marches on to certain and glorious 
victory.”

13 In the year 1904 the Watch Tower 
Bible and Tract Society published the book 
entitled “The New Creation.” The title of 
this publication was based on the following 
Bible texts: “Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature: old things 
are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new.” (2 Cor. 5:17, Authorized 
Version) “For in Christ Jesus neither cir­
cumcision availeth any thing, nor uncir­
cumcision, but a new creature.” (Gal. 6:15, 
AV) Study V of Volume 6 of Studies in 
the Scriptures, page 195, opens up with 
saying: “As the New Creation will not 
reach its perfection or completion until the 
First Resurrection, so its organization will 
be completed only then. The temple figure 
illustrates this: as living stones we are 
now called, or invited to places in the 
glorious temple, and, as the Apostle ex­
plains (1 Pet. 2:5), we come to Jesus, who, 
as the Father’s representative, shapes, 
chisels, fits and polishes us for places in 
the glorious Temple of the future—the 
meeting-place between God and the world.” 
Appropriately, the title of that Study or 
Chapter V is “The Organization of the 
New Creation.”

14 The foregoing illustrates how persons 
who had come out of Babylon the Great 
and had associated with the Watch Tower 
Bible and Tract Society viewed matters 
before World War I erupted in 1914. After 
their tough experiences during that world
13. (a) In 1904 the W atch Tower Society published 
what book, and on what scriptures w as its title  based? 
(b) W hat w as the title  of Study V of the book, and, 
regarding this, w hat did it say, in part?
14. (a) How did the experiences during W orld War I 
affect those who had come out of Babylon the Great 
and had associated them selves w ith the Watch Tower 
Society? (b) W hat expression related to this discussion  
came to the fore?
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conflict, the loyal members of God's “new 
creation" found themselves more at odds 
with Babylon the Great than ever before. 
Their spiritual insight toward many Bible 
prophecies that were due to be fulfilled 
since 1914 was sharpened. A postwar con­
vention of many hundreds of them was 
held at Cedar Point, Ohio, U.S.A., Septem­
ber 1-8, 1919, and they began to discern 
the features of God's work that yet lay 
ahead of them. The expression “God’s or­
ganization" came to the fore!

15 In September of 1922 a second con­
vention was held at Cedar Point, Ohio. 
On Friday, September 8, which was pro­
grammed as “The Day," J. F. Rutherford, 
then president of the Watch Tower Bible 
and Tract Society, delivered his historic 
address based on Matthew 4:17 (AV),  
“The kingdom of heaven is at hand." He 
dwelt at length on the prophecy of Isaiah, 
chapter 6, in its up-to-date application. 
His pointed words regarding the enemy 
organization deserve republication:

“Jehovah, the great ru le r of the universe, 
in  whom all domination rig h tfu lly  lies, 
planned the redemption and deliverance of 
the human race and organized the nation of 
Israel to foreshadow such. W ith  that nation 
he organized the true religion, commanding 
that they should worship him as the only 
true God. Satan, the opposer, the mimic 
God, organized amongst the people round 
about Israel the false religion, and caused 
them to worship him and other devils. The  
power exercised by Jehovah upon his people 
is  the holy sp irit. The  tie that binds Satan 
to his followers is the evil sp irit. Because 
of yielding to his machinations Israel was 
overreached by him. God pronounced a decree 
against the nation, and enforced that decree 
in 606 B.C.; and there Satan became the 
god of th is world. He is also called the 
prince of the power of the air, thus indicating 
his organization visible and invisible. . . .

“The  financial princes and the mighty 
ru le rs of earth assembled in Pa ris  fo r a

15. (a) At the second Cedar Point convention, the fea­
ture talk  of “The D ay” dealt w ith what prophecy in 
particular? (b) In that talk, what two organizing oper­
ations were set in contrast?

peace conference, and the clergy of nominal 
Christendom joined w ith  them; and the re­
sult was the bringing fo rth  of the League 
of Nations, the devil’s final substitute fo r 
the kingdom of Messiah. Nominal Christen­
dom now not only was allied w ith  big busi­
ness and big politics, but boasted of the fact; 
and the nominal church (now a part of the 
devil’s organization, w ith  no authority to 
act in the priestly office) came forw ard to 
offer incense. . . .

“ . . . B u t w ill the ecclesiastic leaders and 
their flock supporting the devil’s organization 
hear? The Lo rd ’s prophet answers: ‘Hear 
ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye 
indeed, but perceive not. . . . ’ ”

16 In harmony with his theme text on 
God's kingdom by Christ, J. F. Rutherford 
climaxed his stirring talk by saying:

“Herald the message fa r and wide. The  
world must know that Jehovah is God and 
that Jesus C hrist is K ing  of kings and 
Lord  of lords. Th is  is the day of all days. 
Behold, the K ing  reigns! You are his publicity 
agents. Therefore advertise, advertise, ad­
vertise, the K ing  and his kingdom.’’— The 
Watch Tower, November 1, 1922, pages 
331-337.

17 In its issue of December 15, 1922, un­
der the subheading “Field Organization," 
The Watch Tower said in its annual re­
port: “The efficiency with which the wit­
ness must be given of necessity depends 
largely upon the organized efforts made 
in the field." (Page 389) Since that early 
postwar year (1922) the world population 
has been increased by two thousand mil­
lion inhabitants of the earth. The adver­
tisers of Jehovah's appointed King and his 
Messianic kingdom have also increased. In 
the light of the efficient witness that these 
have given till now, Jehovah's dedicated, 
baptized witnesses have borne inerasable 
testimony as to where they stand on the 
supreme issue of the day, “Which organiza­
tion, Jehovah's or Satan's?"
16. With what appeal did the speaker clim ax his talk  
on the theme of God’s kingdom by Christ?
17. Because of the fine “field organization” since 1922, 
what has resulted despite the population growth since 
then, and to what have Jehovah’s W itnesses thus borne 
testim ony ?
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IF GOD HAS 
AN ORGANIZATION, 

WHAT IS IT?

STRANGELY, in this highly intelligent 
age, many have given way to doubt 

as to whether God has an organization. 
Some hesitate, yes, now fear to use the 
expression “God’s organization,” because 
they have noted that their translation of 
the Bible does not use the word “organi­
zation” in connection with God or at all.

2 Certainly no reasonable person will 
argue that the highly organized govern­
ments of today, even those of Christen­
dom, are God’s organization or even a part 
of it. No one could prove it even by ap­
pealing to the words of the apostle Paul 
at Romans 13:1, 2: “There is no authority, 
save by God, And they that are in being 
have by God been arranged,—So that he 
who rangeth himself against the authority 
Against the arrangement of God opposeth 
himself.” ( Rotherham) At the same time,
particularly since the year 1922, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses have been efficiently organized 
for fulfilling the prophecy of Jesus, at 
Matthew 24:14: “This good news of the
1. What is the attitude of some today toward the 
expression “God’s organization,” and w hy?
2. (a) In view of Romans 13:1, 2, can it be argued  
that the governm ents of Christendom are God’s visible 
organization? (b) W hat questions arise as to Jehovah’s 
W itnesses who, since 1922, have been organized to ful­
fill M atthew 24:14?

kingdom will be preached in all the in­
habited earth for a witness to all the na­
tions; and then the end will come.” So 
where does that put them with relation to 
God, Jehovah of armies? Are they merely 
a man-made organization that God can 
use, if he chooses, or are they the visible 
earthly part of God’s organization? Let 
facts speak!

3 Let the honest-hearted person compare 
the kind of preaching of the gospel of the 
Kingdom done by the religious systems of 
Christendom during all the centuries with 
that done by Jehovah’s Witnesses since 
the end of World War I in 1918. They are 
not one and the same kind. That of Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses is really “gospel,” or “good 
news,” as of God’s heavenly kingdom that 
was established by the enthronement of his 
Son Jesus Christ at the end of the Gentile 
Times in 1914. (Luke 21:24) The world­
wide witness given to this effect under the 
barrage of international persecution and 
opposition could have been given only by 
means of God’s all-conquering spirit. It
3, 4. (a) How does the m essage as proclaim ed by Chris­
tendom during the past centuries compare w ith the 
“gospel” proclaimed by Jehovah’s W itnesses since 1914? 
(b) How only could this have been accom plished under 
persecution and opposition, and w hat does Revelation  
14:6, 7 indicate?
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was accomplished neither by the spirit of 
man nor by that of Satan the Devil. It 
was done with the help of God’s holy an­
gels, as is indicated in Revelation 14:6, 7:

4 “And I saw another angel flying in 
midheaven, and he had everlasting good 
news to declare as glad tidings to those 
who dwell on the earth, and to every na­
tion and tribe and tongue and people, say­
ing in a loud voice: ‘Fear God and give 
him glory, because the hour of the judg­
ment by him has arrived, and so worship 
the One who made the heaven and the 
earth and sea and fountains of waters.’ ”

5 Thus the One to be feared now in this 
time for individual decision is the Creator, 
the Universal Organizer. In the book of 
Job we are given a glimpse into his heav­
enly family of angelic sons. The organizer 
of the worldly system of things since the 
deluge of Noah’s day, Satan the Devil, was 
once a member of that family. At Job 1: 
6, 7 he is pictured as an intruder into fam­
ily affairs, for there we read: “Now it 
came to be the day when the sons of the 
true God entered to take their station be­
fore Jehovah, and even Satan proceeded to 
enter right among them. Then Jehovah 
said to Satan: ‘Where do you come from?’ 
At that Satan answered Jehovah and said: 
‘From roving about in the earth and from 
walking about in it.’ ” At Job 2:1, 2 a 
similar picture is painted of a later meet­
ing of the sons of the true God in the 
invisible heavens.

6 What do those two gatherings of the 
sons of Jehovah God indicate, and what 
would it be proper for those making up 
that family group to be called? What ap­
propriate word or words come to mind? 
We leave it for the reader to say. Those
5. (a) Which organizer is now to be feared in this 
tim e of decision? (b) Into what heavenly m eeting did 
the enem y organizer intrude, according to Job, chap­
ters 1 and 2?
6. (a) W hat does such a m eeting of the heavenly “sons 
of the true God,” presided over by Jehovah God, indi­
cate? (b) How were those “sons of the true God” 
encouraged by the exam ple furnished to them by Job?

meetings were formal ones, with the true 
God rightfully presiding. Satan’s being ad­
mitted to those meetings does not mean 
that he was still viewed as one of “the 
sons of the true God” and was still part 
of God’s heavenly household. His very 
designation “Satan” indicates he was not, 
for the name means “Opposer.” So he had 
no good purpose in moving about in the 
earth as a spirit invisible to men. He was 
opposed to any man who tried to keep his 
integrity toward the true God. With divine 
permission he made that righteous, God­
fearing man named Job of the land of Uz 
the victim of his attacks. But he failed in 
his dastardly purpose to bring the uni­
versal sovereignty of Jehovah God into 
contempt before men on earth as well as 
angels in heaven. Job’s faithful example 
proved to be a great encouragement to 
Jehovah’s heavenly family of angelic sons.

7 Satan may have thought that he would 
win out as he did in the case of the first 
man on earth, Adam the son of God. To­
ward the end of the sixth creative day, 
when as yet there was no man or human 
creature on earth, God said: “Let us make 
man in our image, according to our like­
ness.” God was not here using the editorial 
“we,” as if talking to himself. He was 
addressing at least another person whom 
he wanted to bring into the creative act. 
(Gen. 1:26) No open-minded person will 
deny that this called for heavenly co­
operation. Unhappily the first human crea­
tures, Adam and Eve, went over onto the 
side of the unseen spirit person behind 
the visible serpent, making it call God a 
liar. Their disobedience to God put them 
out of God’s universal family of children, 
and they were expelled from the garden 
of Eden. Then God “posted at the east of 
the garden of Eden the cherubs and the
7. Out of what fam ily did the disobedience of Adam  
and Eve put them, and how m any creatures from the 
spirit realm took up guard duty?
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flaming blade of a sword that was turning 
itself continually to guard the way to the 
tree of life” inside the garden. (Gen. 3:24) 
There were at least two cherubs, and they 
were members of God's heavenly house­
hold who had been authorized to material­
ize and appear to humankind.

8 Thus it becomes evident that at that 
early stage in human existence there were 
already others in God's heavenly house­
hold. That was why, when Jehovah God 
was asking questions with regard to the 
foundation of the earth, he said: “Into 
what have its socket pedestals been sunk 
down, or who laid its cornerstone, when 
the morning stars joyfully cried out to­
gether, and all the sons of God began 
shouting in applause?”—Job 38:6, 7.

9 Psalms 80:1 and 99:1 say that Jehovah 
is “sitting upon the cherubs.” This de­
scription is likely borrowed from the case 
of the sacred ark of the covenant that was 
located in the Most Holy of the temple at 
Jerusalem. Upon that ark there were two 
golden cherubs with wings stretched out 
toward one another, and, centered above, 
there appeared the so-called Shekinah 
light that represented the presence of Je­
hovah God at his temple. In a miraculous 
vision of the interior of the temple the 
prophet Isaiah saw Jehovah on his throne 
and attended by spirit creatures called 
seraphs. (Isa. chap. 6) Besides seraphs 
and cherubs, there are the angels in gen­
eral, such as are spoken of in the last 
book of the Bible, Revelation. Not to be 
overlooked or omitted, there is the heaven­
ly creature named Michael. He is said to 
be “one of the foremost princes” and “the 
prince of you people,” that is, Daniel's 
people. (Dan. 10:13, 21; 12:1) Fittingly, 
Jude 9 calls him “Michael the archangel.”
8. So did it then become evident that there were 
others in God’s household, and w hat does Job 38:6, 7 
show about this?
9. What orders of heavenly creatures are mentioned  
in the Psalm s, in Isaiah 6:2, and in D aniel’s prophecy?

10 With regard to a vision of special 
heavenly grandeur, the prophet Daniel 
says: “I kept on beholding until there 
were thrones placed and the Ancient of 
Days sat down. His clothing was white 
just like snow, and the hair of his head 
was like clean wool. His throne was flames 
of fire; its wheels were a burning fire. 
There was a stream of fire flowing and 
going out from before him. There were a 
thousand thousands that kept ministering 
to him, and ten thousand times ten thou­
sand that kept standing right before him. 
The Court took its seat, and there were 
books that were opened.” (Dan. 7:9, 10) 
At that divine Court, order had to obtain, 
especially with 10,000 x 10,000 ministering 
to the Judge.

11 In line with this it is stated at Psalm 
103:19-21: “Jehovah himself has firmly 
established his throne in the very heavens; 
and over everything his own kingship has 
held domination. Bless Jehovah, O you 
angels of his, mighty in power, carrying 
out his word, by listening to the voice of 
his word. Bless Jehovah, all you armies of 
his, you ministers of his, doing his will.” 
Quite appropriately, from the writing of 
1 Samuel 1:3 onward, the Universal Sov­
ereign was called “Jehovah of armies.” 
—Jas. 5:4, New World Translation.

12 So now, in the light of all the foregoing 
Scripture references, what do we find 
spelled out for us by the fact that God's 
heavenly personnel includes an archangel, 
princes, cherubs, seraphs, angels, armies, 
all these ranks and orders or levels of 
being and “armies” acting in perfect har­
mony with full subjection to the Ancient 
of Days, Jehovah God? It spells out, it
10. In the vision described in Daniel 7:1-10, w hy would  
order have to be m aintained at the Court session?
11. In line w ith the foregoing, w hat does Psalm  103: 
19-21 say, and Jehovah is called w hat from 1 Samuel 
1:3 onward?
12. The fact that there are those having titles or desig­
nations, yes, “arm ies” am ong God’s heavenly personnel, 
shows that w hat exists in heaven?
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calls for, an organizing of all those in God’s 
heavenly personnel. It constitutes all such 
heavenly personnel God’s organization. It 
means that God has an organization, the 
Hebrew word for which is his ta druth' and 
the Greek word for which is organ'osis.

THE “WOMAN” IN HEAVEN
13 When Adam and Eve sinned against 

God, it affected His universal organization, 
of which they were the earthly visible part. 
They ceased to be members of the family 
of which he is the heavenly Father, the 
Creator. They went over to the side of the 
unseen spirit creature who was behind the 
lying serpent. Certainly the literal ser­
pent did not understand what God meant 
when he said seemingly to it: “Because 
you have done this thing, you are the 
cursed one out of all the domestic animals 
and out of all the wild beasts of the field. 
Upon your belly you will go and dust is 
what you will eat all the days of your
13. (a) When Adam and Eve sinned, how did this affect 
God’s organization? (b) W hat did God then say seem ­
ingly  to the serpent, but not understandable by it?

life. And I shall put enmity between you 
and the woman and between your seed and 
her seed. He will bruise you in the head 
and you will bruise him in the heel.” 
—Gen. 3:14, 15.

14 Taken literally, those words would 
mean what? That there was to be a deadly 
hatred between the literal serpent and the 
literal woman. Also, that the seed or off­
spring of Eve would be the relentless en­
emy of the descendants of that serpent; 
and that serpent was to live on until the 
seed of the woman Eve arrived. Then that 
“seed” would be bruised in the literal heel 
by the serpent, and, in turn, the wounded 
“seed” would bruise the serpent in the 
head, evidently putting it to death. But 
of how much comfort or of how much 
benefit would that be to all mankind? 
Really, such a literal explanation does not 
make sense. It leads to so many difficulties 
that any mentally balanced Bible student 
is obliged to admit that God’s words at 
Genesis 3:14, 15 must have a symbolic
14. Why m ust a literal application of God's words to 
the serpent be out of order, and w hat kind of serpent 
and woman m ust be m eant?
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meaning. So the serpent that asked Eve 
the catch question must symbolize some­
thing greater, and also the “woman” men­
tioned in this connection must be a sym­
bolic “woman.”

15 Well, now, do we need to guess at the 
identity of the symbolic serpent? No! The 
Bible itself speaks for us. At Revelation 
12:9 it speaks of that mystery serpent as 
“the great dragon,” “the original serpent, 
the one called Devil and Satan.” He was 
originally the symbolic serpent, and by 
96 C.E., about when the apostle John 
wrote the book of Revelation, Satan the 
Devil as a symbolic serpent was more than 
4,100 years old. By now, when the Reve­
lation vision is about to be fulfilled, that 
“original serpent” is around 6,000 years 
old, which is longer than any literal ser­
pent has ever lived. John 8:44 says that 
“he is a liar and the father of [the lie].”

16 Since Eve, to whom Satan the Devil 
lied by means of the serpent, was not the 
“woman” referred to in Genesis 3:15, 
who is she? Again the book of Revelation 
helps us to a correct understanding. Chap­
ter 12 describes a confrontation of Satan 
the Devil and a “woman” who, from head 
to foot, is clothed with light by the sun, 
moon and stars (12 of these). Common 
sense tells us that this must be a symbolic 
“woman” in heaven, for none of the heav­
enly angels are spoken of as females. She 
is pregnant, and, like a devouring dragon, 
Satan the Devil waits to swallow down the 
offspring to which she gives birth. But the 
heavenly Father of that offspring is watch­
ing and blocks Satan, so that at the birth 
of a male offspring it is “caught away to 
God and to his throne,” that from there 
it might “shepherd all the nations with an
15. Why do we not have to guess at the identity of 
the sym bolic serpent, and its being “the original ser­
pent” m akes it how old by now?
16. (a) Revelation, chapter 12, displays a confrontation  
between what two principals, and yet what manages 
to be born successfully? (b) W here and why is the 
symbolic mother obliged to be nurtured spiritually  
under safeguard?

THE WATCHTOWER —  MAY 1, 1981

iron rod.” (Rev. 12:1-5) That royal birth 
does not end the enmity of Satan toward 
this symbolic “woman,” for she has to 
be nourished spiritually under divine pro­
tection against Satan. War in heaven 
follows.

17 Michael the archangel is in charge of 
the forces of “Jehovah of armies.” With 
these angelic armies Michael fights in sup­
port of the enthroned newly born child of 
the “woman.” Satan, “the original ser­
pent,” is due for a bruising in the head, 
and he and his demonic angels lose the 
battle. They are ousted from heaven and 
are hurled down to our earth. But Satan 
is not thereby bruised in the head, for he 
is still very much alive. Little wonder, 
then, that the cry rings out from heaven: 
“Woe for the earth and for the sea, be­
cause the Devil has come down to you, 
having great anger, knowing he has a 
short period of time.”—Rev. 12:7-12.

18 Since Michael the archangel and his 
angels gain the victory and the royal 
“child” is not unseated from his heavenly 
throne alongside God, the heavenly an­
nouncement is a proper one: “Now have 
come to pass the salvation and the power 
and the kingdom of our God and the au­
thority of his Christ, because the accuser 
of our brothers has been hurled down, who 
accuses them day and night before our 
God! . . .  On this account be glad, you 
heavens.”

19 The male “child” that is mentioned in 
Revelation 12:5 is evidently symbolic. All 
the things said in connection with it dis­
close that it pictures, not an individual 
person, but God’s kingdom with his Son 
Jesus Christ having the authority to shep­
herd all the nations with an iron rod, to
17. Was “the original serpent” bruised in the head 
by the outcome of the war in heaven, and how did 
that outcome affect men on earth and sea?
18. The victory of Michael and his arm ies ensured what 
for “the kingdom of our God,” and on that account 
who could be glad?
19. W hat does the “wom an” that m others the male 
“child” picture, and w hy so?
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smash them to pieces in the yet future 
“war of the great day of God the Al­
mighty” at Har-Magedon. (Rev. 16:14-16) 
As the “child” is not an individual person, 
so its mother, the “woman” in heaven, is 
not an individual person. Since this sym­
bolic “woman” was made pregnant by God 
as her husband, she must picture God’s 
spiritual organization. This organization 
provides the personnel of that heavenly 
kingdom, not only the glorified Jesus 
Christ, evidently acting under the role of 
Michael the archangel, but also his spir­
itual “brothers,” who are also the “broth­

ers” of God’s spiritual organization.—Rev.
12: 10, 11.

20 There is yet a remnant of these spir­
itual “brothers” on our woebegone earth. 
For Revelation 12:17 goes on to say: “And 
the dragon grew wrathful at the woman, 
and went off to wage war with the remain­
ing ones of her seed, who observe the 
commandments of God and have the work 
of bearing witness to Jesus.” As part of 
the seed of God’s “woman,” they have the 
Kingdom hope.
20. How does Revelation 12:17 indicate w hether there 
are yet on earth any of the “brothers” of God’s 
spiritual organization?

THE VISIBLE PART OF 
GOD’S ORGANIZATION

TO PERSONS widely read in the Bible 
it is nothing new or recent that God 

should be spoken of as a Husband. When 
Jesus Christ himself said: “It is written 
in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be 
taught by Jehovah’ ” (John 6:45), he was 
quoting from a prophecy that spoke of 
God as a Husband. This prophecy, Isaiah 
54:1-5, 13, says (in part):

2 “Cry out joyfully, you barren woman 
that did not give birth!. . .  For your Grand 
Maker is your husbandly owner, Jehovah
1, 2. (a) Is it anything new or recent for Jehovah to 
be spoken of as a Husband? (b) How does Isaiah 54: 
1-5, 13 bear out the answer?

of armies being his name; and the Holy 
One of Israel is your Repurchaser. . . . 
And all your sons will be persons taught 
by Jehovah, and the peace of your sons 
will be abundant.”

3 The apostle Paul quoted from that 
same prophecy of Isaiah, chapter 54, when 
he said: “For it is written: ‘Be glad, you 
barren woman who does not give birth; 
break out and cry aloud, you woman who 
does not have childbirth pains; for the 
children of the desolate woman are more
3. When, at Galatians 4:27, the apostle Paul quoted  
from that same prophecy of Isaiah, was he referring  
to literal women on earth in any sense?
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numerous than those of her who has the 
husband.’ ” (Gal. 4:27) Certainly the apos­
tle Paul was not there speaking of literal 
women on earth, for Jehovah God was not 
the Husband of an individual woman in 
either a typical sense or in a symbolic 
sense. What was figuratively God’s “wife” 
was something greater.

4 What was it? Why, God’s organization, 
which he created for himself and which 
can never be induced to believe that God 
is a selfish liar! Like a husband, he will 
make it fruitful so that it gives birth to a 
“seed,” or offspring, by means of which 
God will destroy Satan and the organi­
zation he started with Adam and Eve.

5 The “Seed” of God’s “woman” or “wife” 
began to be provided in the person of the 
only-begotten Son of God in heaven. When? 
At the time that his life, which up till 
then had been in the spirit realm, in heav­
en, was transferred to the womb of the 
virgin Jewess Mary, for her to become 
pregnant with a child, in 2 B.C.E. So 
Mary was not “the woman” of Genesis 
3:15. Nor did Mary prove to be the mother 
of those whom Revelation 12:17 calls “the 
remaining ones of her seed.”—Note Gala­
tians 4:26-31.

6 Just as the first man on earth, Adam, 
when perfect in the garden of Eden, was 
a “son of God” and was part of God’s 
universal organization, so Jesus as a per­
fect man on earth was a visible part of 
God’s organization of sons. (Luke 3:21- 
38) In prayer to God, Jesus said concern­
ing himself and his disciples: “They are 
no part of the world, just as I am no part 
of the world.” (John 17:14, 16) Later 
Jesus said to the Roman governor, Pontius 
Pilate: “My kingdom is no part of this
4. What, then, was this “som ething greater” ?
5. W hen was the principal one of the “seed” spoken 
of in Genesis 3:15 provided, and how so?
6. (a) W hen on earth as a perfect man, Jesus was a 
part of what organization? (b) W hen did Jesus’ disci­
ples start becoming part of God’s spiritual organiza­
tion?

world.” (John 18:36) This was because 
Jesus Christ was a part of God’s spiritual 
organization, God’s “woman,” of whom he 
was the principal one of her “seed.” From 
the day of Pentecost of 33 C.E. onward, 
when the glorified Jesus in heaven poured 
out holy spirit upon his faithful disciples 
on earth, these became part of the “seed” 
of God’s “woman.” They made up the 
visible part of God’s spiritual organization. 
Though in the world, they were no part 
of it.—Acts 2:1-47.

7 In view of the foregoing, even Jesus 
Christ is spoken of as a Bridegroom with 
a prospective “bride.” She, of course, is 
not a literal woman. If she is not such, 
then what is she? She is a “bride” of many 
component parts, a composite “bride,” and 
so an organization following, imitating and 
doing the will of the prospective Bride­
groom. Call it an ecclesia, an assembly, a 
congregation, if you prefer. (Deut. 4:10; 
9:10; 18:16, Greek Septuagint Version; 
Acts 7:38) The last book of the Bible re­
fers to this prospective heavenly mate of 
the glorified Christ when, at Revelation 
22:17, it says: “And the spirit and the 
bride keep on saying: ‘Come!’ ”

8 To the ecclesia or congregation in Cor­
inth, Greece, the apostle Paul wrote: “I 
personally promised you in marriage to 
one husband that I might present you as 
a chaste virgin to the Christ.” (2 Cor. 
11:2) At Hebrews 1:8, 9 the apostle Paul 
applies Psalm 45 to Jesus Christ as the 
Son of God. This prophetic psalm likens 
the Son of God to a Bridegroom, for Psalm 
45:13-15 goes on to say: “The king’s 
daughter is all glorious within the house; 
her clothing is with settings of gold. In 
woven apparel she will be brought to the
7. What kind of “bride” does the prospective husband 
Jesus Christ have, and w hat does she say according to 
Revelation 22:17?
8. (a) In 2 Corinthians 11:2 the apostle Paul likens 
the Christian congregation of his day to w hat? (b) Since 
Paul quotes from Psalm  45 to connect it w ith Jesus, 
who, then, is the woman that is brought to the Messi­
anic king as her Lord?
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king. The virgins in her train as her com­
panions are being brought in to you. They 
will be brought with rejoicing and joyful­
ness; they will enter into the palace of 
the king.”

9 Even John the Baptizer likened Jesus 
Christ to a Bridegroom and his future dis­
ciples to a prospective bride. Because of 
having the privilege of introducing the first 
disciples to the baptized, anointed Jesus, 
John said: “I said, I am not the Christ, 
but, I have been sent forth in advance of 
that one. He that has the bride is the 
bridegroom. However, the friend of the 
bridegroom, when he stands and hears 
him, has a great deal of joy on account of 
the voice of the bridegroom. Therefore 
this joy of mine has been made full.” (John 
3:28, 29) John the Baptizer did not expect 
to be made part of the spiritual “bride” 
of the Christ. He remained merely a 
“friend of the bridegroom.” Nevertheless, 
like those virgin bridesmaids of Psalm 45: 
13-15 he rejoiced unselfishly.

10 The point of all of this is that as 
the heavenly Bridegroom is part of God’s 
spiritual organization so the prospective 
“bride” class, begotten of God’s spirit 
while yet on earth, is the visible part of 
God’s spiritual organization. The truth of 
this situation is strengthened by the fact 
that this “bride,” who has a husbandly 
head, is at the same time the spiritual 
body of Christ. To the ecclesia, or congre­
gation, at Rome Paul wrote: “So we, al­
though many, are one body in union with 
Christ, but members belonging individual­
ly to one another.” (Rom. 12:5) To the 
congregation in Corinth, Paul wrote: “For 
truly by one spirit we were all baptized
9. To w hat did John the Baptizer liken Jesus Christ 
and the group of his disciples?
10. (a) W hy is it correct to say that the “bride” class 
is the visible part of God’s spiritual organization?  
(b) How is that situation supported by what Paul 
wrote concerning Christ the Head in letters to the 
Romans and Corinthians?

into one body, . . . Now you are Christ’s 
body, and members individually.” (1 Cor. 
12:13, 27) Since now the Head of that 
spiritual body, the glorified Jesus Christ, 
is part of God’s spiritual organization, so 
the members of his “body” are part of 
God’s organization, only, at present, the 
visible part of it. It is not amiss to say that 
they are God’s visible organization on 
earth. “God has arranged the body.” 
(1 Cor. 12:24, The Jerusalem Bible) “But 
God has organized the body.”— The River­
side New Testament by William G. Bal- 
lantine.

GOD’S ORGANIZED, DEDICATED 
PEOPLE ON EARTH TODAY

11 Reorganization within Satan’s visible 
system of things became necessary for the 
war-battered nations at the close of World 
War I in 1918. A new actor had stepped 
onto the stage of international affairs in 
the form of the Bolsheviki or Communists, 
who staged a violent revolution in Russia 
and took over the political control of its 
sprawling empire in Europe and Asia. 
What a world the “remaining ones of [the 
woman’s] seed” had to face! There was 
need for reorganization on their part. 
They had to look at the future from a 
new and quite revolutionary standpoint, in 
the light of Bible prophecies opening up 
to their understanding as never before. 
Satisfying proof was at hand, from Bible 
chronology and prophecy and from world 
happenings, that the Gentile Times, “the 
appointed times of the nations,” had ended 
in October of 1914. (Luke 21:24) Since 
then the old world has been in its “time 
of the end” or in its “last days.” (Dan. 
12:4; 2 Tim. 3:1) That being the case, it
11. After World War I, why was there need for re­
organization on the part of the w orldly nations and 
also on the part of the “rem aining ones of [the 
wom an’s] seed” ?
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was the due time for a new set of people, 
not the Communists, but God-fearing per­
sons, to make their appearance on the 
world stage of action. The identity of 
these cleared up as time went on.

12 These were in line for surviving the 
destruction of the old system of things at 
Armageddon and would enter the new sys­
tem of things under Christ’s heavenly 
kingdom. This would afford them the op­
portunity of never dying off the face of 
our earth, which the Kingdom would trans­
form into a paradise. This hope, the like 
of which was never proclaimed before, was 
publicly proclaimed in Los Angeles, Cali­
fornia, U.S.A., in February 1918, before 
World War I ended more than eight 
months later. Those adopting such a hope 
would never expect to go to heaven so as 
to become part of God’s organization up 
there. After the war a fresh look was
12. (a) The earthly hope for such God-fearing people 
then appearing on the world scene began to be pro­
claimed when and where before World War I ended? 
(b) So with whom did the book entitled  “The Harp 
of God,” published in 1921, connect up John 10:16?

taken at Jesus’ prophetic words recorded 
in John 10:16. So in 1921 the Watch 
Tower Society published the book entitled 
“The Harp of God,” which in paragraphs 
577, 578, on page 345, said:

“Th a t those who are to be saved are not 
confined to the ones who go to heaven Jesus 
proved when he said: ‘Other sheep I  have, 
which are not of th is fold: them also I  must 
bring, and they shall hear my voice.’ (John 
10:16) ‘T h is  fold’ means the church; and 
afte r th is class is  selected, then a ll m ust 
have an opportunity to come into the fold 
of Christ. [Authorized Version of John 10:16] 
And th is is true because he bought them a ll 
w ith  his precious blood.

“God caused the Prophet David to w rite : 
‘A ll nations whom thou hast made shall 
come and worship before thee, O Lo rd ; and 
shall g lo rify  thy name.’ (Psalm  86:9) Th is  is 
fu rth e r corroborative proof that a ll must 
have an opportunity.”

13 In the year 1923 a nine-day convention 
was held in Los Angeles, California, cli­
13. At the Los Angeles convention in 1923, how did the 
key speech connect up Jesus’ parable of the sheep and 
the goats w ith  John 10:16?
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maxing with a public meeting in the Coli­
seum on Sunday, August 26. Jesus' parable 
of the sheep and the goats, at Matthew 
25:31-46, was discussed, and there was a 
departure from Christendom's traditional 
explanation of the parable. The “sheep" 
were identified with the “other sheep" of 
which Jesus prophesied in John 10:16. The 
explanatory talk, as published in the 
Watch Tower issue of October 15, 1923, 
said (on page 310, paragraph 33):

“We believe there are m illions in the nom­
inal church who are holding on because of 
the ir respect fo r the Lo rd ; and they regard 
the nominal church as in some sense being 
used of the Lord . Great numbers of these 
do not claim to be consecrated unto the 
Lord , and have no heavenly hopes or as­
pirations. Here we believe is to be found the 
class designated by our Lo rd  as the sheep. 
(John 10:16) Our conclusion therefore is that 
both the sheep and the goats of the parable 
claim to be Christians, form ing Christendom, 
and both are claiming to do the works in  
the name of the Lo rd .— Matthew 7:21-23.”

14 The following year the Watch Tower 
issue of January 15, 1924, commented fur­
ther (on page 26, paragraphs 2 and 3), 
saying:

‘“ And unto him shall the gathering of the 
people be.’— Genesis Jf9:10.

“T h is  is a prophetic statement relating to 
the work of the Christ. The  time fo r th is 
fu lfillm e nt is at hand. I t  means that the 
peoples of every nation, kindred and tongue, 
who desire and love righteousness, shall be 
gathered unto the Lord. Jesus said: ‘And 
other sheep I  have, which are not of th is  
fold: them also I  must bring, and they shall 
hear my voice and there shall be one fold, 
and one shepherd.’ (John 10:16) A sheep is 
a docile, peaceable and teachable animal; 
hence it  is used to symbolize people that love 
peace and desire better things.”

15 A decade later the Watchtower issue
14. In its issue of January 15, 1924, what did the Watch 
Tower m agazine have to say about the time for gather­
ing the “other sheep” ?
15. How did the Watchtower issue of August 15, 1934, 
show that God’s kindness takes in more than saving the 
“little  flock” to heaven?

of August 15, 1934, said in its opening 
paragraph (page 243):

“Jehovah’s loving-kindness is extended to 
all who diligently seek to know and to do 
his w ill. He extends his kindness to men 
who believe on the Lo rd  Jesus C hrist. (John 
3:16) Jesus C hrist is God’s provided way of 
life, but not a ll men who get life  w ill become 
sp irit creatures. There are other sheep which 
are not of the ‘litt le  flock’. (John 10:16) I t  
is the latter, or the ‘other sheep’, that, after 
the coming of C hrist Jesus to the temple fo r 
judgment, he addresses in  these words: 
‘Come, ye blessed of my Father, inhe rit the 
kingdom prepared fo r you from  the foun­
dation of the world.’ (Matt. 25:34)”

(See also paragraph 28 on page 248.)

16 The following year, 1935, proved to be 
epoch-making. A meaningful convention 
was held at Washington, D.C., to which 
those desiring to be “other sheep" of the 
Fine Shepherd were especially invited. This 
indicated that now a definite move was 
being made to gather such “other sheep." 
On Friday, May 31, the talk was delivered 
that identified the “other sheep" (or, 
Jonadabs) as those who make up the 
“great multitude" with an earthly destiny, 
as foretold in Revelation 7:9-17 (A V ). 
The surge of many of the conventioners to 
be of that “great multitude" was indicated 
by the fact that, the next day, 840 pre­
sented themselves to be baptized in water 
in symbol of their unqualified dedication 
of themselves to Jehovah God through the 
Fine Shepherd Jesus Christ.

A“NEW NAME”
FOR THE EARTHLY PART

37 Back, however, to the meaningful year 
of 1925. The long misunderstood vision of
16. At the W ashington, D.C., convention in 1935, the 
“great m ultitude” was explained to be of what class 
of “sheep,” and how next day did hundreds of the 
specially invited ones react to the inform ation?
17. In its issue of March 1, 1925, the Watch Tower 
magazine explained the birth of the man child in 
Revelation, chapter 12, so as to apply to w hat out­
standing event?
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Revelation 12:1-17 was cleared up. The 
March 1, 1925, issue of the Watch Tower 
magazine cleared away the idea that the 
birth of the man-child by the “woman” in 
heaven pictured the birth of the papacy 
from an apostate religious system during 
the fourth century. Rather, the bringing 
forth of the man-child portrayed the birth 
of God’s Messianic kingdom from his 
“woman,” his wifelike heavenly organi­
zation. This took place in the heavens at 
the end of the Gentile Times, “the ap­
pointed times of the nations,” in the au­
tumn of 1914 C.E. The earthly part of Je­
hovah’s spiritual organization was thrilled 
at this revelation!

18 More than that, in 1925! The note­
worthy fact came to the fore that the time 
had come for God to make a name for 
himself. This fact was publicized that sum­
mer at the regional convention held in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, U.S.A. (2 Sam. 7: 
23; Isa. 64:1, 2) In line with God’s purpose 
to take out of the nations “a people for 
his name,” in July of 1931 the designation 
“Jehovah’s witnesses” burst forth upon the 
world, when, formally and by resolution, 
thousands of those belonging to “this fold” 
of the Fine Shepherd adopted this Scrip­
tural designation for God’s dedicated, bap­
tized people. (Isa. 43:10) That example, 
set at the Columbus (Ohio) convention, 
was followed by the congregations of those 
of “this fold” around the globe.

19 Jesus Christ made a distinction be­
tween his sheeplike followers of “this 
fold” and the “other sheep.” According to 
the English Revised Version of 1884, he 
said: “And other sheep I have, which are 
not of this fold: them also I must bring,
18. (a) In 1925 attention w as called to the fact that 
the tim e was at hand for God to do what in his own 
behalf? (b) In line with that, w hat did the congrega­
tions of those in “ this fo ld ’’ of the F ine Shepherd do 
in 1931?
19. According to the revised version readings of John 
10:16, do those in “this fo ld ’’ include all the “sheep” 
of the Fine Shepherd today?
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and they shall hear my voice; and they 
shall become one flock, one shepherd.” 
— The Emphatic Diaglott of 1864; Rother­
ham, of 1903.

20 Those of “this fold” were part of God’s 
spiritual organization, these being “the 
remaining ones” of the spiritual “seed” of 
God’s woman, spoken of in Revelation 12: 
17. Since the “other sheep” do not belong 
to “this fold,” they are not part of God’s 
spiritual organization. They are not part 
of the “little flock” to which the heavenly 
Father gives “the kingdom.” (Luke 12: 
32) But in the spring of 1935 the Fine 
Shepherd Jesus Christ definitely began to 
bring these “other sheep” with an earthly 
destiny into recognized association with 
the spirit-begotten remnant of “this fold.” 
They then became “the sheep” who were 
foretold in Jesus’ parable of the sheep and 
the goats, in Matthew 25:31-46. Thus the 
Fine Shepherd merges the “sheep” of “this 
fold” with the “other sheep” to form just 
“one flock” under him as their “one shep­
herd.” So the “flock” becomes one organi­
zation.

21 This lays the basis for all these sheep­
like ones, of whichever destiny, to work 
together now as one organization on earth. 
The separation that must eventually come 
between the two classes will be because 
the “sheep” of “this fold” will have finished 
their earthly course faithfully and will 
share in “the first resurrection,” to be 
absorbed into the invisible heavenly orga­
nization. (Rev. 20:4, 6) Those of the “little 
flock” being then all gone, readjustments 
will have to be made among the remaining 
“other sheep,” that these may all serve 
harmoniously as subjects of the Greater 
David, the Messianic King Jesus Christ. 
—Rev. 22:16.
20. Since 1935 in particular, w hat “sheep” is it that 
the Fine Shepherd has organized on earth into a unity?
21. The remnant of “this fo ld ” of sheeplike ones w ill 
work together w ith the “other sheep” as one organized  
“flock” until when, and then w hat adjustm ents w ill be 
made?
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Are You Showing Concern?
C M I showing concern for what?’

O T .  you may ask. The psalmist David 
answers:

“I will exalt you, O my God the King 
. . . All day long I will bless you . . . The 
glorious splendor of your dignity and the 
matters of your wonderful works I will 
make my concern.”—Ps. 145:1, 2, 5.

The “matters” relating to Jehovah’s 
wonderful work of establishing a Messian­
ic kingdom for the blessing of all man­
kind will indeed bring “glorious splendor” 
to Jehovah’s “dignity.” These “matters” 
are far more important than those of a 
personal nature. So are we giving them 
due concern?

Appropriately, for 1981 the yeartext of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses is: “Your loyal ones 
will bless you. About the glory of your 
kingship they will talk.”—Ps. 145:10, 11.

Loyalty to God’s kingship is a measure 
of how concerned we are about the “mat­
ters” of the Kingdom work now being 
done on earth.

JESUS SETS EXAMPLE
What a wonderful example of loyalty to 

God’s kingship we have in Jehovah’s first­
born Son! He has always shown intense 
interest in and concern for God’s wonderful 
works. In his prehuman existence he is 
described as a “master worker,” and ‘the 
things he was fond of were with the sons 
of men.’ (Prov. 8:30, 31) When Jehovah’s 
Son came to earth, he demonstrated the 
same concern for working with his Father, 
the same ‘fondness for the sons of men.’ 
After healing a crippled man on a Sabbath 
day, Jesus said: “My Father has kept 
working until now, and I keep working.” 
—John 5:17.

Jesus expended himself untiringly, night

and day, in caring for all the “matters” 
having to do with the kingdom of God. 
This proved to all sincere onlookers that 
he was the Son of God. When the time 
came for Jesus to lay down his life in death, 
he had the satisfaction of being able to 
say: “I have glorified you on the earth, 
having finished the work you have given 
me to do.” (John 17:4) Yes, Jesus Christ 
had shown the greatest concern for his 
Father’s Kingdom interests, being a loyal 
supporter and proclaimer of the Kingdom.

While Jesus was with his disciples, he 
taught them to have the same concern 
for people that he had, the same desire 
to work in the interests of the Kingdom. 
(Matt. 9:37, 38; 10:1-15) How did those 
early Christians show their concern? Each 
proved his loyalty to the Kingdom by 
being a personal proclaimer of the “good 
news.” Many became full-time preachers. 
These could be sent to distant missionary 
assignments. Some of the apostles and 
“older men” in Jerusalem, in addition to 
their personal preaching activity, willingly 
accepted the responsibility of overseeing 
the whole field of preaching. (Acts chap. 
15) Other “older men” accepted the over­
sight of local congregations. (Acts 14:23) 
Further, those early Christians gladly con­
tributed to special relief funds to help 
their brothers in need elsewhere.—Rom. 
15:26.

Yes, men and women, old and young, be­
came “God’s fellow workers,” “fellow 
workers in the truth,” “fellow workers for 
the kingdom of God.” (1 Cor. 3:9; 3 John 
8; Col. 4:11) They used every means of 
communication known in those days to 
reach the furthermost parts of their ter­
ritories. They willingly gave of themselves 
and their resources to attain this goal.
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(2 Cor. 12:15) God blessed them for the 
loyal concern they showed for the work 
of the Kingdom.

WHO TODAY SHOW CONCERN?
What a fine example Jesus and these 

early Christians left for us to follow in this 
20th century! With the ever-growing pop­
ulation on this earth, the harvest today is 
far greater than it was in the first century. 
Compared to the vast field available for 
preaching, the “workers” are still “few” 
in number. So again it becomes necessary 
to “beg the Master of the harvest to send 
out workers into his harvest.”—Matt. 9: 
37, 38.

Today, who are the loyal ones willingly 
responding to this urgent call to action? 
Jehovah’s Witnesses are showing concern 
for these “matters” relating to Jehovah’s 
wonderful Messianic kingdom. This is 
proved by their worldwide preaching of 
the “good news of the kingdom.” (Matt. 
24:14) Just as in the first century, we 
now find men and women, old and young, 
becoming “fellow workers for the kingdom 
of God.” Their one desire before the end 
of this system of things arrives is to be 
able to say like their Master, ‘We have 
finished the work you have given us to do.’

For over 70 years now this worldwide 
work of preaching has been directed from 
the world headquarters of Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses in Brooklyn, New York. Here and 
at 97 branches throughout the world there 
are 5,039 volunteer workers who are show­
ing concern for Kingdom interests. How? 
By devoting full time to the preparing, 
printing and dispatching of millions upon 
millions of Bibles, books, booklets and 
magazines. These are used by over 2 Vi 
million Witnesses in their preaching and 
teaching work. Each of the more than 
5,000 voluntary workers is given a small 
clothing and expense allowance as well as 
adequate food and shelter.

Due to the rapid expansion of the King­

dom work in many lands it has been nec­
essary to enlarge many of the printing 
facilities. Some of these are completed; 
others are under construction. Much of 
the building work has been done by vol­
unteers, thus keeping construction costs at 
a minimum.

In recent years, great strides have been 
made in methods of printing, and these 
new processes are being implemented in 
many of the branches as well as at the 
world headquarters of Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses. Another benefit of this expansion 
and building work is that better oversight 
of the work of preaching in the 43,181 
congregations of Jehovah’s Witnesses can 
thus be achieved. It is being done so that 
the printed message can be presented in 
the most effective and appealing manner, 
and also so that this all-important work 
can be completed before the outbreak of 
the “great tribulation.”—Matt. 24:21.

HOW IS IT ALE POSSIBLE?
Some of our readers may be wondering 

how it is possible to carry on such ex­
pansion work in the face of increasing 
construction costs, as well as rising travel 
and living expenses. It is possible only be­
cause there are many thousands of Wit­
nesses, and many others who are interested 
in their way of worship, who have shown 
“concern” during the past year. How? By 
their making voluntary contributions and 
loans to the Watch Tower Society.

In Coming Issues
•  Showing Lifesaving Neighbor

Love

•  The Life You Can Choose

•  Where Has Faith Gone?
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We would now like to say to all such 
willing helpers, Thank you very much for 
your loving concern in these “matters” 
having to do with the work of Jehovah’s 
kingdom.

Your open-handedness has made it pos­
sible to make rapid progress with the many 
building projects and the purchasing and 
installing of new printing equipment. It 
has also aided in making funds available to 
the amount of over $22 million dollars to 
help support the many thousands of full­
time ministers. These include traveling 
overseers, missionaries and special pio­
neers. By sharing so liberally in this way, 
as well as by having a personal part in 
preaching the “good news,” you are in­
deed ‘honoring Jehovah with your valuable 
things.’—Prov. 3:9.

We are confident that Jehovah will move 
the hearts of his loyal worshipers to show 
as great a concern during this year. Any 
contributions toward Jehovah’s work 
should be sent to the local branch office 
of the Watch Tower Society in your coun­
try. For those living in the United States, 
contributions or loans should be sent to 
25 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
11201. Every donation received will be ac­
knowledged by the Society.

Great delight and satisfaction are en­
joyed by those praising Jehovah and man­
ifesting deep “concern” for matters re­
lating to his “wonderful works.” Are you 
showing such “concern”? We hope that 
you are doing so, for thus you will enjoy 
very satisfying spiritual blessings from 
Jehovah’s open hand.—Ps. 145:15, 16.

A WISE PROVERB

"A nyo ne  stupid finds no delight in discern­
ment, except that his heart should uncover it­
s e lf ."  (P rov . 18 :2 ) This proverb contains an 
instructive lesson. A  stupid person does not 
h ighly eva luate  discernment. In his egotism 
he does not wish to have depth of under­
standing as to w hat is true and w hat is not.

There is one thing in which he does exce l, 
however. That is in bo ld ly and frequently sta t­
ing his opinions, with the misplaced confidence 
that they are right. Thus he uncovers w hat he 
truly is. His loquacity thus serves to a le rt others 
to the sort of individual the stupid one is. 
— Compare Proverbs 10 :19 .

QUESTIONS
from

READERS
•  Since the word “organization” does not occur 
in  the Bible, even in  its  original languages,

what rig h t do we have to say that God has an 
organization or to speak of God’s organization?

A modern Hebrew word fo r “organization” 
is the noun ir-gun'. I t  is drawn from  the He­
brew verb e-rag', which means “to arrange in  
line,” as well as “to follow.” Correspondingly, 
an organization is an arrangement of things. 
(Fo r an example of this, one can re fe r to 
“Things in Which It Is Impossible for God
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to Lie” chapter 17, paragraph 28, in the H e­
brew edition.)

The Hebrew language has another word 
equivalent for “organization,” namely, hista- 
druth'. This word is based upon a word that 
is found in the original Hebrew Scriptures. 
The basic or key letters in the word hista- 
druth' are s and d and r. W ith these three 
consonants is built up the Hebrew verb sadar', 
which means, basically, “to arrange in order,” 
thus producing an arrangem ent. The reflexive 
form of the verb sadar' serves as the basis for 
the noun histadruth', which m eans “organiza­
tion.”

Although we do not find this word in the 
inspired Hebrew Scriptures, we do find the 
related Hebrew noun seder in Job 10:22. There 
this noun is used in the plural number, being 
spelled s'darim'. The English Revised Version 
renders Job 10:22 as follow s: “A land of thick 
darkness, as darkness itself; A land of the 
shadow of death, w ithout any order [s’darim'], 
And where the light is as darkness.” (Also, 
Authorized Version; Young’s Literal Transla- 
tioyi.) The New World Translation here reads: 
“To the land of obscurity like gloom, of deep 
shadow and disorder [Zo s'darim'], where it 
beams no more than gloom  does.” (Also, 
Rotherham ’s The Emphasised Bible.) Disorder, 
without any order, here would m ean a lack  
of arrangem ent, a disorganized state.

To this day the Jews use the word seder. A 
seder is part of the Jew ish Mishnah. Under the 
word “Mishna,” M’Clintock and Strong’s Cyclo­
paedia says: “The Mishnah is divided into six 
parts (. . . , Sedarim, arrangem ents), which con­
tain 62 treatises . . . and 514 chapters . . . The 
latter, again, are divided into numbered sec­
tions.”

So in the original Hebrew Bible the word 
for “order” or “arrangem ent” is to be found. 
Emphasizing the needs for order and arrange­
ment in the Christian congregation, the apostle 
Paul wrote to the Christians in Corinth: “For 
God is not a God of confusion, but of peace; as 
in all the churches of the saints. But let all 
things be done decently and in order [Hebrew  
translations: s'darim' n'khonim'l.” (1 Cor. 14: 
33, 40, English Revised Version; Authorized 
Version) This apostolic counsel of the first 
century applies with equal force today to all 
congregations of the Christian w itnesses of 
Jehovah. The apostle Paul w rote in the common

Greek of the day, and the Greek word for 
“organization” is or gan'osis. The root for this 
word is er'gon, a word m eaning “work” that 
is found repeatedly in the Christian Greek 
Scriptures.

All things considered in the light of the 
Scriptures, it is straining the point to argue 
that God has no organization in view of the 
fact that the original words m eaning “organi­
zation” in ancient languages do not occur in 
the inspired Hebrew and Greek Scriptures. In 
everything God dem onstrates that he has the 
ability to organize. W hat would happen if he 
did not organize his obedient creatures? As a 
structure an organization is a body of intel­
ligent persons who are brought together and 
arranged so as to work peacefully and har­
moniously together in carrying out a common 
purpose, the purpose of the organizer.

In line with this fact, God is repeatedly 
called “Jehovah of arm ies.” An arm y is an 
organized body of troops. So, in support of the 
truth that God has an organization, we read 
the follow ing exhortation addressed to his or­
ganization: “Bless Jehovah, O you angels of 
his, m ighty in power, carrying out his word, 
by listening to the voice of his word. Bless 
Jehovah, all you arm ies of his, you ministers 
of his, doing his will. B less Jehovah, all you 
his works, in all places of his domination.” 
(Ps. 103:20-22) Jehovah had an organization  
of heavenly spirit creatures before ever he 
created our earth and put man upon it.

A gainst various backgrounds God uses fig­
ures of speech to refer to his organization. The 
first case of this is in Genesis 3:15, where God 
speaks of his celestial spiritual organization  
as “the wom an,” in opposition to “the serpent,” 
a figure of speech denoting Satan the Devil. 
(Compare Genesis 3:14; R evelation 12:9.) This 
rebel against God has im itated him and built 
up an organization against God’s organization, 
God’s figurative “wom an.”

"WATCHTOWER" STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
May 31: Which Organization—Jehovah’s or 

Satan’s? Page 12. Songs to Be Used: 60, 72. 
June 7: If God H as an Organization, W hat Is 

It? Page 17. Songs to Be Used: 48, 64. 
June 14: The Visible Part of God’s Organiza­

tion. Page 22. Songs to Be Used: 16, 76.
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