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Is\bur Giving Good,
Better or Best?

that contentment
makes for peace of mind as
well as being conducive to
peace with others? That is
why the apostle Paul could write: “It
is a means of great gain, this godly de-
votion along with self-sufficiency. For we
have brought nothing into the world,
and neither can we carry anything out.
So, having [food] and [clothing], we shall
be content with these things.” In fact, he
went farther, encouraging contentment
with one’s lot, whether slave or freeman,
whether married or single—1 Tim. 6:6-8;
1 Cor. 7:12-27.

However, when it comes to giving ex-
pression to Christian virtues, such as gen-
erosity, we may well ask if we should be
prone to be content with our performance.
Are we content with simply doing what
might be termed “good,” when we could
be doing that which is better or even best?

For example, what about giving to a
truly worthy cause or helping a deserving
needy person? To make a modest contri-
bution might be said to be good in that
it is certainly better than not giving any-
thing; and regardless of the amount, it
will do some good. In this regard, some
pride themselves in giving the tithe, or
tenth, of their income. This certainly
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I IAVE you not found

might be said to be good,

even though there is noth-

ing in God’'s Word requiring

Christians to tithe. How-

ever, the fact is that for
the very poor or well-nigh destitute, a
tithe may represent a real hardship,
whereas for the affluent it represents no
sacrifice at all.

If all such giving might be considered
“good,” then what would be considered
“better” giving? It would be giving in
proportion to one’s means. This is what
Jehovah God required of the Israelites in
connection with their annual festivals. He
commanded them: “Three times in the
year every male of yours should appear
before Jehovah your God in the place that
he will choose: in the festival of the un-
fermented cakes [in connection with the
Passover] and the festival of weeks [at
the time of Pentecost] and the festival of
booths [at the end of the harvest season],
and none should appear before Jehovah
empty-handed. The gift of each one’s hand
should be in proportion to the blessing of
Jehovah your God that he has given you.”
—Deut. 16:16, 17.

Certainly that is a just requirement, and
it was recognized as such by the apostle
Paul. Thus, when encouraging the pros-
perous Christians at Corinth to make con-
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tributions for their needy brothers in Jeru-
salem, he wrote: “For if the readiness is
there first, it is especially acceptable ac-
cording to what a person has, not accord-
ing to what a person does not have. For
I do not mean for it to be easy for others,
but hard on you; but that by means of
an equalizing your surplus just now might
offset their deficiency, in order that their
surplus might also come to offset your
deficiency, that an equalizing might take
place. Just as it is written: ‘The person
with much did not have too much, and
the person with little did not have too
little.’ 2 Cor. 8:12-15.

This matter of giving in proportion to
what one has might be said to be both a
comforting and a heart-searching prin-
ciple. How so0? It is a comforting principle
for the Christian who has little to give.
As long as what he gives is in proportion
to what he has he can be content. On the
other hand, it is a heart-searching princi-
ple for the Christian who has many posses-
sions, who is rich, for he may well ask him-
self if his gift, though larger than that
of others, is in proportion to his wealth.

If giving proportionately to one’'s means
can be said to be “better” giving, then
what might be termed “best” when it
comes to expressing generosity? It would
be giving at great personal sacrifice. In
this regard the Creator, Jehovah God,
gives us the finest example, for what do
we read at John 3:16? “God loved the
world so much that he gave his only-
begotten Son,” his most costly treasure
and possession, “in order that everyone
exercising faith in him might not be de-
stroyed but have everlasting life.” And
God’'s Son, Jesus Christ, gave in the same
way, for as he said: “No one has love
greater than this, that someone should
surrender his soul in behalf of his friends.”
—John 15:13.

In this Jesus serves as a model for us
to follow his steps closely, even as he him-
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self stated: “l am giving you a new com-
mandment, that you love one another;
just as | have loved you, that you also
love one another. By this all will know
that you are my disciples, if you have
love among yourselves.”—John 13:34, 35;
1 Pet. 2:21.

The Christians at Philippi expressed
this kind of love. We read at 2 Corinthians
8:1-4: “Now we let you know, brothers,
about the undeserved kindness of God that
has been bestowed upon the congregations
of Macedonia, that during a great test
under affliction their abundance of joy and
their deep poverty made the riches of their
generosity abound. For according to their
actual ability, yes, I will testify, beyond
their actual ability this was, while they
of their own accord kept begging us with
much entreaty for the privilege of kindly
giving and for a share in the ministry
destined for the holy ones,” that is, for
the needy Christians in Jerusalem. Not
without good reason did Paul counsel those
affluent Christians at Corinth: “May you
also abound in this kind giving.”—2 Cor.
8:7.

Why should we not content ourselves
with mere nominal, token giving when we
can give what is better or even best? Be-
cause such is the obligation laid upon
Christians by God’s Word, both by pre-
cept and by example, even as we have
seen. Further, there is a certain satisfac-
tion in knowing one has overcome the
selfish hoarding instinct and has given
generously. And, more than that, there is
also that Scriptural principle governing
such matters, the effect of which we can-
not escape, namely: “He that sows spar-
ingly will also reap sparingly; and he that
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.”
Reap what? Not material but spiritual re-
wards, in keeping with the words of Jesus:
“There is more happiness in giving than
there is in receiving.”—2 Cor. 9:6; Acts
20:35.
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"Glad Tidings” Bring Joy
to Central Africa

will be wit-

X nesses of me to the
most distant part of the
earth’ were among the last
words of the resurrected Je-
sus Christ before ascending to
heaven. While in many minds Central
Africa is isolated and ‘one of the most
distant parts of the earth,” this has not
prevented the truth of God’'s Word or the
message of his kingdom from being carried
even to the smallest and remotest villages
there.—Acts 1:8.

In 1947 interested persons on their own
initiative requested that Bible literature
be sent to them by the Watch Tower
Society. Without any direct contact with
Jehovah's Witnesses, they met together to
read and discuss the publications received
by mail. At first only men assembled. But
soon they recognized the need to have
their wives and children attend. So they
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translated the French

material orally into

the local language. On

learning that immersion

was a Christian require-

ment, this group arranged

for a baptism in 1949. Since no one among

them had been baptized previously, they

selected one person to be immersed first.

He, in turn, immersed others. Though lack-

ing in understanding of certain Bible prin-

ciples, they demonstrated remarkable zeal.

This did not escape the notice of reli-

gious enemies. In 1950 restrictions were

placed on the importation and circulation

of all literature published by the Watch

Tower Society. When colonial rule ended

in the late 1950's, however, Jehovah's Wit-

nesses were granted legal recognition and

the right to import Bible literature. That

and the arrival of missionaries gave a
boost to the Kingdom-preaching work.
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A Religion That Does
Not Fear the Dead

Very shortly, even in far-off villages,
people learned of a religion whose mem-
bers do not fear the dead. (Ecel. 9:5, 10;
Ezek. 18:4) For centuries, people of Cen-
tral Africa have lived in terror of the dead.
In fact, much of their life revolves around
death and customs concerning the dead.
Sacrifices are made to appease the de-
ceased, and food must be left out for the
spirits. Therefore, the condition of the
dead is a frequent topic of conversation
in the preaching activity of Jehovah's
Witnesses.

The truth of the Bible has opened the
eyes of many. For example, a man who
claimed that his dead aunt regularly vis-
ited him at night was asked what she
wanted. He replied: ‘That a sacrifice be
made for her down at the edge of the
river.” And what if the sacrifice was not
made? There was the threat of death.
While living, this aunt had been a very
loving person who raised him from in-
fancy. But, after dying, she supposedly
acted like a menacing, threatening tyrant.
Could this really be the same person? With
reasoning and the use of the Scriptures,
this man and others like him have been
freed from fear of the dead. These persons
have learned that the visions, voices and
apparitions are the work of fallen angels,
demons.—Compare 2 Corinthians 11:3,14;
Ephesians 6:12; Revelation 16:14.

Nevertheless, faithful adherence to Bible
teaching brings many difficult tests. After
the body of a dead relative is buried, the
family gathers at the home where a wake
is held and follows practices that are said
to make the spirit of the deceased happy.
Usually there is wild dancing. To share
in such practices would be an open ad-
mission that a person believes in unscrip-
tural teachings about the dead. This a
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true Christian simply cannot do. But how
is nonparticipation viewed? It is regarded
as a public admission that a person is
responsible for the death of the deceased.
What a test it is for Jehovah's Witnesses
to be accused by their family of being
murderers, even though all realize that
such a charge is entirely false and ridic-
ulous!

But there was something else that came
as a surprise to many. Jehovah's Wit-
nesses adhere to the standard set forth in
the Christian Greek Scriptures with refer-
ence to marriage. The Catholic and Prot-
estant missions had turned a blind eye to
the practice of taking secondary wives.
For people in Central Africa, security rests
in the having of many children because of
high infant mortality. A person’s having
numerous children is a way of ensuring
that there will be someone to look after
a man in sickness and old age. To have
many children requires a number of wives.
So polygamy is accepted as a tradition
and as an economic necessity. Usually no
one tries to contend that having several
wives under the same roof makes for a
happy way of life. In fact, many husbands
and other wives have been poisoned due
to rivalries and jealousies between feuding
women.

To the amazement of many, Africans
gave up polygamy upon becoming Jeho-
vah's Witnesses. But this has not been
without difficulties. Often there is intense
family pressure for a man to take more
wives. Imagine returning from your place
of employment one day to find that your
family had purchased a second wife for
you and, while you were at work, had al-
ready placed her in your house! The choice
between enduring the wrath of an en-
raged family, perhaps numbering upward
of 200 people, and upholding Bible prin-
ciples is one of the many tests faced by
servants of Jehovah in Central Africa.
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Preaching in
Central Africa

To discuss religious subjects with the
people is as natural as a conversation
about the weather or sports in North
America or in Europe. Knocking on doors
is unnecessary in the villages, since al-
most all work is performed outdoors under
the shade of a tree. A quick glance de-
termines whether anyone is at home or
not. Often by the end of a Bible discussion,
a Witness has an audience of 10, 20 or
even 30 as passersby stop to listen. In
the country, Witnesses may travel many
kilometers by bicycle to reach the in-
habitants of a small village, only to find
that the people already have heard about
God’'s Word from a visiting relative who
had carried what he had heard back to
his native village. Usually the villagers are
ready to hear more.

During the 1960’s and early 1970’s, Jeho-
vah's Witnesses built Kingdom Halls from
one end of the country to the other. There
Witnesses from different tribes assembled
in unity. This was no small feat, as can
be seen from what happens in Protestant
churches. For example, once when a pastor
of one tribe was sent to oversee a church
with a membership from another tribe,
he was so severely beaten by his new
“flock” that he and his wife had to be
hospitalized.

In Central Africa the work and prin-
ciples of Jehovah's Witnesses, though not
always appreciated, were universally re-
spected and admired. But, then, national-
istic pressure built up, and their work
came under ban in 1976. The then existing
government felt that an organization that
did not participate in political functions
could not be tolerated. However, there was
no hostility toward individual Witnesses.
Meetings were conducted in private homes.
House-to-house activity was not possible,
but the general interest of the people in
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religious matters opened up many oppor-
tunities to share Bible truth with them.
While about 40 Witnesses spent up to sev-
eral months in prison and a few lost their
employment, the courts were fair and the
circumstances provided occasions for de-
claring God’s name.

September 20, 1979, brought a change
in government, and the country reverted
to its original name of Central African
Republic. The new government promised
to restore full liberty to the people. How
great was the joy of Jehovah’'s Witnesses
when, on September 27, 1979, a decree
announced the removal of the ban!

No account about the activity of Jeho-
vah’'s Witnesses in Central Africa can be
complete without mentioning the vital role
played by traveling overseers who regular-
ly visit all congregations. The land is
sparsely populated, with towns and vil-
lages linked by dirt roads that are often
impassable during the rainy season. Trans-
portation between places has no fixed
schedule, and buses and trucks frequently
break down. Many times traveling over-
seers go for months without having the
benefit of electricity or running water,
living under very difficult conditions. Yet
these brothers faithfully continue in their
work, appreciating that their visits can
do much to encourage the congregations.

Jehovah’s Witnesses in Central Africa
appreciate being free from the fear of the
dead. They are glad that their thoughts
are not restricted to one tribe or village,
but that they are part of an earth-wide
brotherhood united by love. Their diligence
and work have made the hope of God’s
kingdom known throughout this land. Also,
their principles have gained the respect
of many, even of those who do not wish
to accept the Christian way of life them-
selves. Jehovah’s Witnesses rejoice in con-
tinuing to make known the “glad tidings”
in this “most distant part of the earth.”
—Rev. 146, 7.



The Sustaining Power
of God’sWford

CUT flower
A can last only

a few days before

it withers and dies.

But a tree planted

in a well-watered

area can grow large

and strong and may

live for hundreds or even thousands of
years. Interestingly, the Bible likens the
person whose “delight is in the law of Jeho-
vah” to “a tree planted by streams of wa-
ter, that gives its own fruit in its season
and the foliage of which does not wither.”
—Ps. 1:1-3.

A tree having a good water supply is
able to grow strong and maintain its fruit-
fulness. Similarly, a person who regularly
drinks of the precious life-sustaining truth
of God’s Word through serious study and
meditation is able to grow strong spir-
itually and continue to bear fruitage.

Just as water is essential to sustaining
both plant and animal life, so truth con-
tained in God’s Word is vital to maintain-
ing spiritual life. Today Jehovah's servants
are in a life-or-death struggle. As the apos-
tle Paul pointedly said: “We have a wres-
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tling, not against
blood and flesh, but
against the
wicked spirit forces
in the heavenly
places.” (Eph. 6:12)
Hence, Christians
must wage spiritual
warfare against powerful, superhuman
creatures. In efforts to destroy the re-
lationship that Jehovah’'s servants have
with God, these wicked spirits resort to
violent frontal attacks like persecution and
subtle pressures, such as temptations in-
volving immorality and materialism.

In view of the superhuman strength and
cunning of our enemies, we really have no
hope of surviving their attacks in our own
strength. However, as God’'s servants, we
can rely on the strength that Jehovah
supplies. As long as we put our complete
trust in the Almighty God, we can have
the confidence displayed by the apostle
Paul, who declared: “For all things | have
the strength by virtue of him who imparts
power to me.”—Phil. 4:13.

Paul’'s declaration was not a piece of
high-sounding rhetoric. He wrote with a
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conviction born of long years of personal
experience. According to his own testi-
mony, the apostle was ‘in prisons plenti-
fully, in blows to an excess, in near-deaths
often.” (2 Cor. 11:23-27) But by the power
imparted to him by God, he was able to
endure faithfully in godly activity, right
up to his death at enemy hands.

However, to acquire spiritual strength
and the ability to face the future as an
integrity-keeper, a Christian must have a
good knowledge of God’s Word. By means
of the Scriptures, our loving heavenly
Father has given us an indispensable guide
to happy living and an incomparable
source of spiritual strength. God’s Son cer-
tainly appreciated the life-sustaining value
of his Father's Word, as can be seen by
his quoting it and saying in answer to
one of Satan’s temptations: “It is written,
‘Man must live, not on bread alone, but
on every utterance coming forth through
Jehovah’'s mouth.” "—Matt. 4:4.

Time and
Effort Required

Nevertheless, we cannot expect God
miraculously to grant us knowledge of the
Bible. In order to have a good grasp of
God's Word, we have to expend time and
effort in studying the Bible and meditating
on what we learn from it.

True, due to human imperfection, very
few of us have a so-called ‘photographic
memory’ that might enable us to remem-
ber everything we study. But if we have
made a serious effort in studying the
Bible, we can rely on Jehovah’s spirit to
bring to our mind Scriptural thoughts that
will provide the guidance and encourage-
ment needed to face various trials and the
information required to defend our faith.
Jesus assured his disciples: “When they
deliver you up, do not become anxious
about how or what you are to speak; for
what you are to speak will be given you

THE WATCHTOWER — AUGUST 1, 1980

in that hour; for the ones speaking are
not just you, but it is the spirit of your
Father that speaks by you.”—Matt. 10:
19, 20.

Of course, it is not always a case of
giving a testimony before rulers or those
who demand an explanation of our faith
and Christian activities. Very often it is
a matter of suffering hardships and per-
secution, even prolonged imprisonment.
Does God’'s Word have sustaining power
under such circumstances? Indeed it does.

Living Examples

Many of God's servants can testify to
the wonderful sustaining power of God's
Word. For example, consider true Chris-
tians in China, some of whom endured
much hardship in prisons and labor camps.
For many years, they did not have copies
of the Bible and had no opportunity to
associate with fellow Christians. Yet what
they had learned from God’'s Word before
their incarceration sustained them through
years of trials.

One of these individuals was Stanley
Jones, who was arrested in 1958 and was
sentenced to seven years of imprisonment.
Though not having a Bible, he was able to
recall many scriptures and drew much
comfort and strength from meditating on
these. One text that gave him much com-
fort was Romans 12:12, which reads: “Re-
joice in the hope. Endure under tribulation.
Persevere in prayer.”

Another example is that of Harold King,
who was arrested and sentenced to five
years’ imprisonment in China. Brother
King had studied God's Word for 26 years.
In fact, for 22 years he had made constant
use of the Bible while engaging in the
full-time preaching work. This enabled
him to have a good grasp of God’s Word.
When he found himself in jail and sep-
arated from all his spiritual brothers, he
prayed to Jehovah about the situation, ask-
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ing when and how this trial would end.
Jesus’ words at Matthew 6:31-34 came to
mind and his anxiety disappeared. It was
as though Jehovah was saying to him:
‘Live your life one day at a time and do
not worry about tomorrow. | shall look
after you well, as | always have.” Brother
King also thought of God's prophet Jere-
miah, who once was lowered into a miry
cistern and apparently was left there to
die. (Jer. 38:6) However, Jeremiah was
delivered out of that seemingly hopeless
situation. Thinking about this ancient ex-
ample of faithfulness, Harold King felt
that Jehovah eventually would deliver him,
so that he would be able to return to his
brothers and continue his service in free-
dom.

Further drawing on the sustaining pow-
er of God’'s Word, Harold King tried to
recall as many scriptures as possible, just
as Stanley Jones did. If these two Chris-
tians had failed to make a serious and
diligent study of the Bible previously,
would they have been able to recall many
scriptures that could help to sustain them
spiritually?

Then there is the example of Nancy
Yuen, who spent 20 years in prisons and
labor camps in China. During her long
detention, she was separated from her
family besides being under constant pres-
sure to renounce her faith. However, she
was able to survive the long, hard ordeal
by relying on Jehovah for strength and
drawing on the sustaining power of his
Word. By the help of God’s spirit, she
was able to recall scriptures that seemed
most fitting in meeting her needs under
various circumstances. As she put it
“There were always appropriate scriptures
that came to my mind to give me proper
guidance and strength to cope with every
situation.”

For instance, when Sister Yuen was con-
fronted with threats of violence and phys-
ical abuse, she recalled Jehovah’s comfort-
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ing words to the prophet Ezekiel: “Do
not be afraid of them; and of their words
do not be afraid.” (Ezek. 2:6) When she
missed her family sorely, these words of
Jesus came to her mind: “He that has
greater affection for father or mother than
for me is not worthy of me; and he that
has greater affection for son or daughter
than for me is not worthy of me. And
whoever does not accept his torture stake
and follow after me is not worthy of me.”
(Matt. 10:37, 38) This filled her with re-
newed determination to maintain her in-
tegrity, no matter how great the cost.

When Sister Yuen was deliberately hu-
miliated and maltreated, she recalled how
Jesus’ apostles reacted to being flogged
for preaching the “good news.” She bore
in mind that they “went their way from
before the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because
they had been counted worthy to be dis-
honored in behalf of [Christ's] name.”
(Acts 5:40-42) So she was able to bear
the shame gladly. When suffering from
material privation, she recalled that ‘man
does not live by bread alone.—Luke 4:4.

Sister Yuen thought of many faithful
servants of Jehovah who had maintained
their integrity to God through hardships
and trials. She drew much comfort from
the fine examples set by Job and Daniel,
as she felt that she was undergoing ex-
periences similar to those endured by those
faithful men of old. Of course, the greatest
example of all, that of Christ Jesus, was
a constant source of encouragement.

In many other cases, God’s modern-day
servants in different parts of the world
have endured long, hard trials of faith.
These Christians, who have triumphed
over trials, are just ordinary men and
women like all of us. But their complete
reliance on God has enabled them to en-
dure tremendous hardships. Indeed, ‘the
power beyond what is normal is God’s and
not that out of themselves.'—2 Cor. 4:7.
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God’'s Word Is
"Alive and
Exerts Power”

True, not all worshipers of Jehovah are
required to undergo the same hard trials,
such as being incarcerated for their faith.
But all of God's servants have to go
through trials of one kind or another in
order to have their faith thoroughly tested.
The trials may come in the form of op-
position from family members, immoral
temptations, pressures from fellow com-
panions to follow some unscriptural course,
anxieties of life, ill health, various personal
problems, and so forth. However, no mat-
ter how difficult the trials may be, we can
be sure that the comfort and strength
drawn from God's Word will be of in-
valuable aid to us in our time of need, en-
abling us to stand firm and maintain our
faith in God.—Rom. 15:4.

Thousands of Jehovah's people can tes-
tify to the sustaining power of his Word.
They have been able to endure opposition
from family members day in and day out
for many years. It has been possible for
them to maintain fine Christian conduct

in an increasingly immoral and lawless
world. They have been able to display firm
faith despite jeers and contempt from a
faithless society. These actual, living ex-
amples show that God's Word is “alive
and exerts power.” (Heb. 4:12) It may be
likened to a sword for both offensive and
defensive purposes. However, a sword is
not of much use in the hand of an individ-
ual who has never been trained to use it.
So God’s Word is of little benefit to a per-
son who has very limited knowledge of it
and does not know how to apply it in life.
—Eph. 6:17.

God’'s Word is the product of Jehovah's
holy spirit, which is the most powerful
force in the universe. For a proper under-
standing of this Word, we need to study it
prayerfully with the help of God’s spirit
and in association with the congregation
of his people. (Matt. 24:45-47; Acts 8: BO
SS; 1 Cor. 2:10) Although this world is
undergoing a period of unprecedented tur-
moil and trouble, resulting in very trying
conditions, we can draw strength from the
Scriptures. Now, indeed, is the time to
study God’s Word diligently so as to benefit
fully from its marvelous sustaining power.

'How Good a Word at the Right TimeV

“A WORD at its right time is O how good!” exclaimed
the wise writer of a Bible proverb. (Prov. 15:23) And
how true that is!

In a certain eastern European land, two of Jehovah's
Witnesses were walking in a park one day and struck
up a conversation with a young man strolling there
with his child. This led to an invitation to the apart-
ment of one of the Witnesses. There the man and his
wife were introduced to the Bible’s message. Eventual-
ly, this couple and the young man’'s mother embraced
the truth of God’'s Word.

Interestingly, on the day that he first met the two
Witnesses, the young man had stopped at a chapel in
the park and had prayed: ‘God, if you exist, please let
me know you.’ For three years, the man had been going
for walks in that park. But on that very day he met the
two witnesses of Jehovah. How fine that they were
eager to spread the “good news”! The young man
considered this to be God's answer to his prayer.
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CONFIDENT
INn aWorld Beset by Doubts

*Blessed is the able-bodied
man who puts his trust in Je-
hovah, and whose confidence
Jehovah has become.”— Bible

THAT is truth?” That reply given

w by Pontius Pilate to Jesus Christ

is typical of the skeptical attitude of many
people. (John 18:38) Of the ancient Greek
skeptics it has been said that they “aimed
at an undisturbed tranquillity of mind, to
be attained by a constant balancing of
opposing arguments, thus reducing every-
thing to a state of uncertainty and doubt.”
2Variants of this attitude of skepticism
were developed nearer our day by such
philosophers as Frenchman Rene Des-
cartes, Dutchman Spinoza, Scotsman Da-

1, 2. What was the attitude of certain Greeks, and
what has this world’s higher learning produced?

12

cism
of an educated adult/
— Worldly philosophy

'An easy and elegant skepti-
is the attitude expected

vid Hume and the German philosopher
Kant. Through the influence of these men
and many others, systematic doubt has
become an article of faith of higher learn-
ing. Universities in all countries have thus
produced a generation of doubters, for
whom *“everything is relative.”
3Speaking of the bad effects of such
systematic uncertainty, one authority
states that a “consequence of the attitude
of relativism and scepticism in our own
age is quite simply a lack of reverence

3. (&) What is one of the bad effects of systematic
doubt? (b) What better attitude is encouraged in the
Bible?
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for truth as such.”

Reverence for truth is not simply the
pseudo-cynicism of our own age which tries
to “unmask” everything, in the belief that
no one and nothing can genuinely lay
claim to truth. It is the attitude which com-
bines joyful confidence that truth can indeed
be found, with a humble submission to truth
whenever and wherever it emerges. Such
openness to truth is required of those who
worship the God of truth. . . . This is the
attitude ... to which both the [Old Testa-
ment] and the [New Testament] bear wit-
ness.— “New International Dictionary of
New Testament Theology,” 1978, Volume 3,
pages 900, 901.

It goes on to say:

Joyful Confidence
in the Truth

4Yes, the entire Bible inspires in its
readers, not doubt, but confidence. The
Hebrew Scriptures state: “Blessed is the
able-bodied man who puts his trust in
Jehovah, and whose confidence Jehovah
has become.” (Jer. 17:7) And in the Chris-
tian Greek Scriptures Paul writes: “l have
lost no confidence, because | know who it
is that 1 have put my trust in, and | have
no doubt at all that he is able to take care
of all that I have entrusted to him until
that Day.” No skepticism there!—2 Tim.
1:12, The Jerusalem Bible.

5After having thus expressed his com-
plete confidence in God, Paul adds: “Keep
holding the pattern of healthful words that
you heard from me with the faith and
love that are in connection with Christ
Jesus.” (2 Tim. 1:13) Openness to the
“healthful words” to be found in the Bible
increases our faith and love and gives us
joyful confidence in the truthfulness of all
the precious promises Jehovah has given
us. This, in turn, gives us hope, which is
“an anchor for the soul, both sure and
firm.”—Heb. 6:17-19.

4, 5. (a) How do the Scriptures inspire confidence, not
doubt? (b) What are the good effects of openness to
the “healthful words” of the Bible?
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61t is such joyful confidence in the truth
that enables us to go forth and preach the
good news of God’'s kingdom as the only
hope for mankind. One must be thoroughly
convinced of the truthfulness of the mes-
sage of hope to tell it out to others. Thus
we can say to those who listen to us: “The
good news we preach did not turn up
among you with speech alone but also with
power and with holy spirit and strong
conviction.” “When you received God’s
word, which you heard from us, you ac-
cepted it, not as the word of men, but,
just as it truthfully is, as the word of God.”
—1 Thess. 1:5; 2:13.

7In the early Christian congregation
faithful overseers helped their fellow Chris-
tians to banish doubts and to be firm in
the faith. With the help of the holy spirit
the first-century governing body, made up
of the apostles and elders of the Jeru-
salem congregation, made decisions, issued
instructions and sent out faithful men to
build up the brothers. In the Bible book
of Acts we read: “Now as they [Paul,
Silas and their traveling companions]
traveled on through the cities they would
deliver to those there for observance the
decrees that had been decided upon by the
apostles and older men who were in Jeru-
salem. Therefore, indeed, the congrega-
tions continued to be made firm in the
faith and to increase in number from day
to day.”—Acts 16:4, 5; 15:23-29.

8Writing to the congregation in Colos-
sae, Paul spoke of the faithful Christian
Epaphras as “always exerting himself in
your behalf in his prayers, that you may
finally stand complete and with firm con-
viction in all the will of God.” (Col. 4:12)
Even in those days, there could be no room
for skepticism and doubt. Those early
Christians needed ‘firmness in the faith,’
“firm conviction.”

6. To be able to tell out the
what do we need ourselves?
7, 8. In the early Christian congregation, who helped
the brothers to banish doubts?

13

“good news” to others,



Overcoming Doubts

91s Christian confidence any less im-
portant in our day, in a world where, to
quote British philosopher Bertrand Rus-
sell, ‘an easy and elegant skepticism is the
attitude expected of an educated adult’'?
No. If anything, firm conviction is even
more important because, more than ever,
“the spirit that now operates in the sons
of disobedience” encourages mistrust and
doubt. (Eph. 2:2) Therefore the Christian
who is beset by doubts should recognize
the danger and take the necessary steps
so as “finally [to] stand complete and with
firm conviction.”

DIf insidious doubts ever begin to creep
into his mind, the Christian would do well
first to weigh the situation and ask himself
a few pointed questions:

Where did | learn that God's name is
Jehovah, what that name means, what is
God's loving purpose for mankind and why
he has allowed suffering to go on so long
on earth?— Ps. 83:18; Rev. 21:3, 4; 2 Pet.
3:9, 13.

Who taught me that Jesus Christ is not a
second part of a Trinitarian godhead, but
Jehovah's only-begotten Son, and who was
it that helped me to understand the full
meaning of redemption from sin through
Christ's ransom sacrifice?— John 3:16; 14:
28; 1 Cor. 15:27, 28.

What religion cleared up in my mind the
question of the holy spirit, not a personal
"Holy Ghost,"” but Jehovah's active force,
and where have | found a group of persons
who sincerely endeavor to produce the
fruitage of the spirit?— Acts 2:33; Gal. 5:22,
23; Col. 3:12-14.

Which religious organization set me
straight on the ancient pagan idea of the
immortality of the human soul, proving

from the Bible that the soul is mortal and

thus giving real meaning to the Bible doctrine

of the resurrection and freeing me from the

9. Why is Christian confidence particularly important
today ?

10, 11. (a) If doubts begin to take root in our mind,

what questions should we ask ourselves? (b) How
would over 2,000,000 people answer those questions?
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God-dishonoring dogma of hellfire?— Ezek.
18:4; Acts 24:15; Rom. 6:23.

Who has been preaching God's kingdom
as mankind's only hope, and who has
helped me to become aware that we are
living in the "last days" and that we should
"keep on the watch" for the coming of the
Son of man?— Mark 13:10, 33-37; Luke 21:
34-36; 2 Pet. 3:3-7.

With whom have | found a real purpose
in life, "the peace of God," protection from
the temptations and pitfalls of this world
and practical wisdom in solving life's prob-
lems?— Matt. 24:45-47; 1 Tim. 3:15; Phil.
4:6-9.

Finally, what group of Christians genuinely
have ‘'love among themselves' (John 13:34,
35), really respect the principles outlined in
John 17:14, 16 and lsaiah 2:4, and are per-
secuted, not because they meddle in politics,
but simply 'on account of Jesus' name," that
is, for being real Christians?— Matt. 24:9;
John 15:18, 19.

N For over 2,000,000 persons living in
more than 200 lands and island groups,
the candid answer to those questions is:
Jehovah’s Witnesses, as fed spiritually by
the “faithful and discreet slave” class and
its governing body.—Compare Luke 12:
42-44,

Keep a Positive Attitude

PTo avoid catching the spirit of the
world, a spirit of suspicion, mistrust and
skepticism, it is necessary to watch one’s
deeper motives. To the 11 faithful apostles
and other disciples who had trouble be-
lieving that he was really resurrected,
Christ said: “Why are you troubled, and
why is it doubts come up in your hearts?”
(Luke 24:38) Yes, that is where doubts
begin—in the heart.

BSo if disturbing doubts ever start
troubling us, we should begin by examin-
ing our motives. Are our doubts genuine,
12. Where do doubts begin?

13, 14. (a) Of what can doubts be a sign? (b) What
lesson can we learn from unfaithful Israel?

THE WATCHTOWERAUGUST 1, 1980



or are they a pretext for slowing down?
Do they betray a lack of endurance? Do
they reflect a lack of faith in God’s power
to forgive? Has some individual been sow-
ing seeds of doubt? (1 John 1:9; Acts
20:30) Paul writes: “Beware, brothers, for
fear there should ever develop in any one
of you a wicked heart lacking faith by
drawing away from the living God. .. . ‘Do
not harden your hearts.” ”—Heb. 3:12-15.

UIf we keep a positive attitude and re-
member all that Jehovah has done for us
through his Son Jesus Christ and all we
have learned about his purposes and prom-
ises through the spiritual food provided
by means of the “faithful and discreet
slave,” we will avoid becoming ungrateful
like Israel, of whom Jehovah said: “Cattle
know who owns them, and donkeys know
where their master feeds them. But that
is more than my people Israel know.”
—Ilsa. 1:3, Good News Bible.

These Regained
Confidence

5O0ne elder in the west of France began
to have doubts about being associated with
God's true congregation because, as he
put it, the spiritual food being served
seemed to him to be always the same. So
he asked to be relieved of his Christian
duties as an elder. However, his family
and the other elders did not treat him as
if he were an apostate. They lovingly
helped him through prayer and upbuilding
conversations. Gradually, this brother was
helped to realize that there cannot be new
explanations all the time, any more than
a mother can serve entirely different meals
three times a day and 365 days a year.
The same basic ingredients come back in
different forms, but an appreciative palate
helps one to enjoy the food, digest it and
draw strength from it. This brother was

15. How was one elder helped to overcome his doubts?
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also helped to reflect on the dearth of spir-
itual food elsewhere. He gradually re-
gained confidence, deepened his apprecia-
tion for the good things learned in the
Watch Tower publications, got his spiritual
strength back and experienced newfound
joy in Jehovah'’s service. Now, he is once
again serving as a Christian elder.

BA young Witness in the south of
France, who had had libertarian ideas be-
fore coming into the truth, came across a
book on anarchism (“the theory that all
forms of government interfere unjustly
with individual liberty and should be re-
placed by the voluntary association of co-
operative groups”). He read it, found it
interesting, bought more books in the
same vein and while reading these began
to lose faith and to have doubts. Then,
suddenly, to quote him, “I realized that |
was allowing bad spiritual food to arouse
in me traits of my old personality, one of
which was a spirit of rebellion.” Two
Watchtower articles set things straight in
his mind: “The Way of Life—Narrow but
Free,” in the October 15, 1977, issue, and
“How God’'s Kingdom Can Benefit You,”
in the January 15,1978, issue. He regained
confidence, entered the full-time preaching
work and is now serving as a special pio-
neer.

Confidence Brings
Happiness

I/ These are just two examples of Chris-
tians who were beset by doubts, but who
overcame them and recovered their hap-
piness in God’s service. If they had yielded
to their doubts, today they would be un-
happy and without hope. The Bible says:
“He who doubts is like a wave of the sea
driven by the wind and blown about.”

16. What caused doubts in the mind of a young French
Witness, and how was he set straight?

17, 18. What does James say about doubters, and what
counsel does he give them?

15



(Jas. 1:6) Yes, doubts make us vulnerable.
James adds that the doubter “is an in-
decisive man, unsteady in all his ways.”
—Jas. 1:8.

BStrong confidence in Jehovah, in his
Word and in his organization eliminates
paralyzing doubts and brings real hap-
piness. This is the path of true wisdom.
“So,” says James, “if any one of you is
lacking in wisdom, let him keep on asking
God, for he gives generously to all and
without reproaching; and it will be given
him. But let him keep on asking in faith,
not doubting at all.”—Jas. 1:5, 6.

DOIf we pick up the “spirit of the world,”

19. Why should we avoid
and what will help us to hold on to “the confidence
we had at the beginning” ?

16

“the spirit of the world,”

doubting will become a part of our think-
ing pattern. But Paul writes: “Now we
received, not the spirit of the world, but
the spirit which is from God, that we
might know the things that have been
kindly given us by God.” (1 Cor. 2:12)
If we are fully conscious of all “the things
that have been kindly given us by God,”
and if we recognize honestly that we have
come to know these things by studying
the Bible with Jehovah’s Witnesses, our
deep gratitude to Jehovah will move us
to banish doubt and “make fast our hold
on the confidence we had at the beginning
firm to the end.”—Heb. 3:14.

D If we ‘make fast our confidence' in

20. What are two of the rewards of confidence?
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God, his infallible Word and his earthly
congregation under the direction of Christ,
we will reap rich rewards both now and in
the future. One of these, not to be under-
estimated, is peace of mind. The psalmist
wrote: “Abundant peace belongs to those
loving your law, and for them there is no
stumbling block.” (Ps. 119:165; see also
Colossians 3:15.) Most rewarding also are
our healthful associations with faithful
Christians who are appreciative of “the
things that have been kindly given us
by God,” through his spirit, his Word
and his visible congregation.—Ps. 1:1-3;
2 Thess. 3:6, 14; Heb. 10:24, 25.

21 Holding fast “the confidence we had

21, 22. (a) What other benefits does confidence bring?
(b) What will be examined in the following article?

at the beginning” enables us to be zealous
in God’s service, bringing joy to Jehovah
and to ourselves. (Prov. 27:11) The joy
we feel is a reward in itself (Matt. 25:23),
but in addition it is a protection, a “strong-
hold,” for us. (Neh. 8:10) Such joy in Je-
hovah'’s service gives us a positive outlook,
one that becomes ever brighter as we see
prophecies being fulfilled. We have a pur-
pose in life. We know where we are head-
ing. We have a glorious hope, centered on
the “city” or Messianic kingdom to which
Abraham looked forward.—Heb. 11:10,16.

2
definitely that in later periods of time some
will fall away from the faith.” (1 Tim.
4:1) Why is this, and why should it not
trouble us unduly? We will examine this
in the following article.

Remain Solid in the Faith”

"The

inspired utterance says definitely that

in later periods of time some will fall away

from the faith.

RE you profoundly shocked and un-

duly disturbed when you see or hear
of a Christian you know yielding to doubts,
cooling off and perhaps even becoming re-
bellious to the point of deserting the Chris-
tian congregation and trying to draw oth-
ers away with him? If so, you may be
comforted in knowing that, sad as such
occurrences may be, the Scriptures fore-
warn us that they will happen.

2 The word “apostasy” comes from a

1. Should we be unduly shocked if someone falls away
from the faith?

2, 3. (a) What does the word “apostasy’’ mean, and
who was the first apostate? (b) What did a course of
apostasy bring upon Israel and Judah?
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— 1 Tim. 4:1.

Greek term that means “a standing away
from,” “a falling away, defection,” “re-
bellion, abandonment.” The first one to
fall away from the true worship of Jeho-
vah was Satan the Devil. He was therefore
the first apostate. (John 8:44) He caused
the first human couple to become apos-
tates. (Genesis, chapter 3) Very early in
the history of Israel there was a “falling
away” or ‘turning aside’ from true wor-
ship. We read:

"Even to their judges they did not listen,
but they had immoral intercourse with other
gods and went bowing down to them. They

17

However, “the inspired utterance says



quickly turned aside from the way in which
their forefathers had walked by obeying
the commandments of Jehovah."— Judg.
2:17.

3Later, many of the kings of both Israel
and Judah became apostates and led the
nations they were ruling over into a course
of apostasy. God first punished the north-
ern kingdom of Israel, saying: “Against an
apostate nation [lIsrael] | shall send him
[Assyrial.” (Isa. 10:6) And just before
the destruction of Jerusalem, capital of
Judah, by the Babylonians, Jehovah stated:
“From the prophets of Jerusalem apostasy
has gone forth to all the land.” (Jer. 23:
15) Apostasy or falling away from the
true faith certainly brought no blessings
to Israel and Judah.

Apostasy Among the
Early Christians
4Early on during his earthly ministry,
Jesus warned his followers against apos-
tates. In his Sermon on the Mount, he said:
"Go in through the narrow gate; because

broad and spacious is the road leading off
into destruction, and many are the ones
going in through it; whereas narrow is the
gate and cramped the road leading off into
life, and few are the ones finding it. Be on
the watch for the false prophets that come
to you in sheep's covering, but inside they
are ravenous wolves. By their fruits you will
recognize them."— Matt. 7:13-16.

5Twenty-five years later, Paul warned
the Christian elders of Ephesus: “1 know
that after my going away oppressive
wolves will enter in among you and will
not treat the flock with tenderness, and
from among you yourselves men will rise
and speak twisted things to draw away the
disciples after themselves.” (Acts 20:29,
30) In the last of his inspired writings
4. What warning did Jesus give against apostates?
5. What did Paul say about apostates?
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Paul named a few of such first-century
apostates. He warned Timothy: “Shun
empty speeches that violate what is holy;
for they will advance to more and more
ungodliness, and their word will spread
like gangrene. Hymenaeus and Philetus
are of that number. These very men have
deviated from the truth, .. . and they are
subverting the faith of some.” “Alexander
the coppersmith did me many injuries . . .
be on guard against him, for he resisted
our words to an excessive degree.”—2 Tim.
2:16-18; 4:14, 15.
61f we analyze these warnings given by
Jesus and Paul, the following identifying
features of typical apostates emerge:
(1) Deviation from the truth
(2) Twisted, empty speech
(3) Efforts to subvert the faith of some and
draw away disciples after themselves
(4) Hypocrisy (‘wolves in sheep's cover-
ing")
(5) Recognizable by their fruits; they 'ad-
vance to more and more ungodliness’
Such telltale signs were meant to enable
the early Christians quickly to identify
apostates and to ‘be on guard against
them.’

Apostasy "in Later
Periods of Time”
7The apostasy that was “already at

work” while some of Christ's apostles were
still alive became prolific “in later periods
of time,” that is, after their death. The
five telltale signs became increasingly ap-
parent from the second century on and
reached a climax in the fourth century.
This mass apostasy was due to occur be-
fore the “presence of our Lord Jesus
Christ” and “the day of Jehovah.”
—2 Thess. 2:1-12.

6. What are some of the identifying features of typical
apostates ?
7. When did mass apostasy occur, as foretold by what
scripture ?
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8But other scriptures make it clear that
even during “the last days” of the present
system of things, cases of apostasy would
occur within the true Christian congre-
gation. The apostle Peter wrote:

“In the last days there will come ridiculers
with their ridicule, proceeding according to
their own desires and saying: 'Where is this
promised presence of his?' . . . You, there-
fore, beloved ones, having this advance
knowledge, be on your guard that you may
not be led away with them by the error of
the law-defying people and fall from your
own steadfastness."— 2 Pet. 3:3, 4, 17.
9Peter was not merely warning his
brothers against “ridiculers” and *“law-
defying people” in the world. Christians
have always been well aware of danger
from that quarter. Peter was also speaking
of the danger of being “led away” by some
within the Christian congregation who
would become “ridiculers,” making light
of the fulfillment of prophecies concerning
Christ’'s “presence” and adopting a law-
defying attitude toward “the faithful and
discreet slave,” the Governing Body of the
Christian congregation and the appointed
elders.

8, 9. (a) What warning did Peter give concerning the
last days? (b) Would these “ridiculers” and “law-
defying people” be exclusively outside the Christian
congregation ?

CAUSES

Lack of faith

Spirit of
independence

Ingratitude

Presumption

THE WATCHTOWER — AUGUST 1, 1980

Causes and Effects
of Apostasy

DAmMong the various causes of apostasy,
one of the foremost is unquestionably a
lack of faith through doubt. (Heb. 3:12)
Interestingly, The New International Dic-
tionary of New Testament Theology sup-
plies the following information on the
Greek verb that is often translated by “to
doubt” :
judge, . . . ; doubt, waver. ... In some
[New Testament] passages doubt ap-
pears as a lack of faith and thus as sin
(Rom. 14:23). ... In Rom. 4:20f. doubt
comes close to disbelief. . . . Doubt is thus
a lack of trust in the act of God which he
has still to perform and which men are
to await. ... In the NT the doubter sins
against God and his promises, because he
judges God falsely.”

N Thus, the one who doubts to the point
of becoming an apostate sets himself up
as a judge. He thinks he knows better than
his fellow Christians, better also than the
“faithful and discreet slave,” through
whom he has learned the best part, if not
all that he knows about Jehovah God and
his purposes. He develops a spirit of in-

10, 11. (a) What is one important cause of apostasy?
(b) What are some parallel meanings of the Greek
word translated “to doubt,” and how does the apostate
set himself up as a judge?

EFFECTS

Loss of joy
Rebelliousness

Lack of spiritual
nourishment

Works of the flesh
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dependence, and becomes “proud in heart
. something detestable to Jehovah.”
(Prov. 16:5) Some apostates even think
they know better than God, as regards
his ordering of events in the outworking
of his purposes. Two other causes of apos-
tasy are therefore ingratitude and pre-
sumption.—2 Pet. 2:10b-13a.
12As to the effects of a course of apos-
tasy, one immediate result is a loss of joy.
The apostate becomes hardened in his re-
bellious ways. Another is he fails to take
in the spiritual food provided by “the
faithful and discreet slave”’—this leading
to spiritual weakness and breakdown of
spirit. Contrasting the happiness of his
loyal servants with the sad condition of
apostates, Jehovah stated prophetically:

“Look! My own servants will eat, but you
yourselves will go hungry. Look! My own
servants will drink, but you yourselves will
go thirsty. Look! My own servants will rejoice,
but you yourselves will suffer shame. Look!
My own servants will cry out joyfully because
of the good condition of the heart, but you
yourselves will make outcries because of the
pain of heart and you will howl because of
sheer breakdown of spirit."— Isa. 65:13, 14.
BAfter having yielded to such works of
the flesh as “enmities, strife, jealousy, fits
of anger, contentions, divisions, sects,”
apostates often fall victim to other fleshly
works such as *“drunken bouts,” “loose
conduct” and “fornication.” (Gal. 5:19-21)
Peter warns us against those who *“look
down on lordship” by despising theocratic
order, who “speak abusively” of those en-
trusted with responsibility within the
Christian congregation, and so ‘abandon
the straight path.” He says that their “final
conditions have become worse for them
than the first.”—Read carefully 2 Peter,
chapter 2.

12. What are some of the effects of rebellion and
apostasy ?

13. What is meant by ‘looking down on lordship,’ and
in what does this result? (Jude 8, 10)

20

How to Avoid
'Falling Away from
the Faith’

UWe have seen that one of the basic
causes of apostasy is a lack of faith
through destructive doubt, and that the
word translated “doubt” also means “to
distinguish.” The apostate makes himself
a decider of what is true and what is false,
of what is “good and bad” in the way of
spiritual food. He becomes presumptuous.
—Compare Genesis 2:17; 3:1-7.

BSo to avoid falling away from the
faith, the Christian should beware of a
lack of faith, “the sin that easily entangles
us,” and “run with endurance the race
that is set before us.” (Heb. 12:1; 3:12,
19) Paul gives us this advice: “Keep test-
ing whether you are in the faith, keep
proving what you yourselves are.” (2 Cor.
13:5) Paul is not inviting us to have
doubts about “the faith,” but to question
ourselves, as to whether we are living up
to the faith or not. Such honest self-
examination should fill us with modesty
and humility, thus protecting us from the
independent spirit and presumptuousness
of the apostate.

BTo avoid falling away from the faith,
we also need to guard against ingratitude.
We should be thankful for the abundant
spiritual food we are receiving through
the “faithful and discreet slave.” (Matt.
24:45) This does not mean that we should
not convince ourselves of things as we go
along. In this respect, a twofold lesson
can be learned from the Beroean Jews. To
be sure, they ‘carefully examined the Scrip-
tures daily as to whether these things were
so,” but they were also “noble-minded” be-
cause “they received the word [being
preached to them by Paul and Silas] with
the greatest eagerness of mind.”—Acts
17:11.

14, 15. How can we avoid presumptuousness?

16. (a) What other pitfall should we avoid? (b) What
twofold lesson can we learn from the Beroean Jews?
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I7rSuch grateful eagerness to learn will
help us to cultivate love and acquire ac-
curate knowledge, together with full dis-
cernment. These Christian qualities will,
in turn, enable us to distinguish between
things of major importance and those of
lesser importance. Is some point we have
trouble in understanding really important?
Does it affect the truly important things
we have learned with the help of the
“slave” class? Is it worth stumbling our-
selves and perhaps others? Does it pre-
vent us from bearing Christian fruitage?

BPaul counsels us: “This is what | con-
tinue praying, that your love may abound
yet more and more with accurate knowl-
edge and full discernment; that you may
make sure of the more important things,
so that you may be flawless and not be
stumbling others up to the day of Christ,
and may be filled with righteous fruit,
which is through Jesus Christ, to God’s
glory and praise.”—Phil. 1:9-11.

17, 18. What should we be able to distinguish, and
what advice does Paul give on this?
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'Snatching the Doubters
out of the Fire’

] Since we have been warned that “some

will fall away from the faith,” we should
be ready “to put up a hard fight for the
faith that was once for all time delivered
to the holy ones.” (1 Tim. 4:1; Jude 3)
But a distinction needs to be made be-
tween trouble-making apostates, as men-
tioned in 2 Peter, chapter 2, and Christians
who become weak in faith and have doubts
through lack of accurate knowledge. Jude
makes this distinction. After warning
against “murmurers, complainers,” who
“are admiring personalities,” and against
“ridiculers,” who “are the ones that make
separations,” he says: “Keep yourselves in
God’s love, while you are waiting for the
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ with ever-
lasting life in view. Also, continue showing
mercy to some that have doubts; save them
by snatching them out of the fire.”—Jude
16-23.

19. (a) What other distinction needs to be made?
(b) What further upbuilding counsel does Jude give?
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DYes, such doubters need to be shown
that they are in danger of being consumed
by destructive doubts. Their Christian
brothers, and particularly the elders,
should endeavor to help them, snatching
them, if at all possible, out of the “fire”
that could destroy them spiritually. As to
those who refuse such patient, loving help
and who really “fall away from the faith,”
we should not be unduly disturbed. With
the apostle John, we will say: “They went
out from us, but they were not of our sort;
for if they had been of our sort, they
would have remained with us.”—21 John
2:19.

"Solid in the Faith"
to the Very End
2 There can be no doubt that Satan
would like to see all of us Tall away from
the faith/ So Peter counsels us:

"Take your stand against him, solid in
the faith, knowing that the same things in
the way of sufferings are being accomplished
in the entire association of your brothers in
the world. But, after you have suffered a
little while, the God of all undeserved kind-
ness, who called you to his everlasting
glory in union with Christ, will himself finish
your training, he will make you firm, he will
make you strong/'— 1 Pet. 5:8-10.

Yes, those of spiritual Israel, who have

20. How should doubters be helped, but what if they
refuse help and “fall away from the faith” ?

21, 22. (a) What encouragement does Peter give toward
remaining strong in the faith? (b) What must spiritual
Israelites and the “great crowd” continue to do in
order to realize their respective hopes?

been called to reign with Christ in “ever-
lasting glory,” must remain faithful in “the
hour of test,” if they wish ‘no one to take
their crown.'—2 Tim. 2:10; Rev. 3:10, 11.

2Their companions, members of the
“great crowd,” also realize that they must
remain “solid in the faith” if they wish
to “come out of the great tribulation.”
(Rev. 7:9, 10, 14) Both those Christians
who have the heavenly hope, and their
companions whose hope is to live forever
in the restored paradise on earth, are de-
termined to continue faithfully preaching
“this good news of the kingdom.” (Matt.
24:14) The fine expansion in many parts
of the world, down to this year 1980, is
proof to them that Jehovah’s blessing is
on his organization, and that there is still
work to be done. They therefore heed
Paul’'s counsel: “Let us not give up in
doing what is fine, for in due season we
shall reap if we do not tire out.”—Gal.
6:8, 9.

ZBAs we see the things foretold for “the
last days” taking place before our very
eyes, we have strong confidence that “the
great tribulation” and the dawning of
God’s righteous new order are right at the
doors. The marvelous blessings that lie
just ahead for us, either in heaven or in
the earthly paradise, give us “strong en-
couragement” to remain “solid in the
faith” to the very end, in order to “lay
hold on the hope set before us.”—Heb.
6:17-19.

23. What gives all of us “strong encouragement” to
remain “solid in the faith” ?

“But you, beloved ones, by building up yourselves on your most holy faith,

and praying with holy spirit, keep yourselves in God's love, while you are

waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ with everlasting life in view.”
—Jude 20, 21.

22
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INSIGHT ON

# The London "Daily Telegraph" recently
published an analysis of disco written by
their medical consul-
tant. He declared that

“Dehumanising under the flashing

Threat" '9hts and tom-toms
of disco, merriment
becomes hysteria. "All

sense of proportion is lost, inhibitions dis-
appear, the veneer of civilisation vanishes
and human nature appears in all its crudity,
bestiality and cruelty,” he wrote. "When the
disco atmosphere is accompanied by alcohol
and/or drugs the results can be catastrophic.
It is the male members of the species who
become most repellantly anti-social under
the influence of this dehumanising threat to
civilisation."

The Bible forewarned us that there would
be such a "dehumanising threat" in the "last
days" because people would be "without
self-control, fierce, lovers of pleasures
rather than lovers of God."— 2 Tim. 3:1-4.

e People have wondered why God created
the low form of life known as bacteria. In
this regard, it is interesting
to note that in a recent

God's Role book, "The Medusa and the

for Snail," Lewis Thomas, M.D.,
Bacteria?  points out that the role of
bacteria is in recycling, not
in disease. Even with such
a serious disease as meningitis, Dr. Thomas
believes the illness comes about "like an
accident.” He writes: "It is still a mystery
that meningitis develops in some patients,
but it is unlikely that this represents a special
predilection of the bacteria; it may be that
the defense mechanisms of affected patients
are flawed in some special way."

Are germs to be viewed as man's natural
enemies? Dr. Thomas explains: "It is true,
of course, that germs are all around us;
they comprise a fair proportion of the sheer
bulk of the soil, and they abound in the
air. But it is certainly not true that they are
our natural enemies. Indeed, it comes as a
surprise to realize that such a tiny minority
of the bacterial populations of the Earth has
any interest at all in us. The commonest of
encounters between bacteria and the higher
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THE NEWS

forms of life take place after the death of
the latter, in the course of recycling the ele-
ments of life. This is obviously the main busi-
ness of the microbial world in general, and it
has nothing to do with disease."

Bacteria were not created to cause disease
in humans. The more man learns about
God's creation, the more he realizes the
great wisdom Jehovah has displayed even
in the minutest forms of life.— Ps. 104:24.

e Pope John Paul II has demanded that
priests adhere to mandatory celibacy. New
rules make it more diffi-
cult for priests to be re-
leased from their vows
of celibacy. Said the
New York "Times":
"Since his election in
October 1978, the Pope
has refused to approve any of nearly 6,000
requests for dispensations received at the
Vatican." In view of this attitude, the famed
German Catholic theologian Hans Kung wrote
the following in a letter to the pope about
clerical celibacy:

"Both Jesus and Paul expressly grant full
freedom [to be celibate] to each individual:
'‘Let anyone accept this who can' (Matthew
19:12); ‘'Everyone has his own particular
gifts from God, one with a gift for one thing
and another with a gift for another' (1 Corin-
thians 7:7). This expressly guaranteed free-
dom— celibacy as a free charism—is contra-
vened by a personal rule of celibacy for the
clergy.

"The ancient tradition confirms the Scrip-
ture: Peter— to whom, in justification of your
office, you appeal particularly— and the apos-
tles were and remained married men— Paul
affirms this explicitly— even in their perfect
following of Jesus. [1 Cor. 9:5] Throughout
the first centuries this remained the model
for bishops and priests: 'He must not have
been married more than once' (1 Timothy
3:2) . . . Only in the later centuries did
the charismatic celibacy, which had its orig-
inal place in monastic communities, come to
be misunderstood as an express prohibition
of marriage and so extended to the whole
clergy."— "National Catholic Reporter,” May
16, 1980.

#
A Theologian
Writes to
the Pope
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The Lollards,
Courageous Bible Preachers

HE death of John Woycliffe* caused

great rejoicing among his enemies. No
longer would they be plagued by the prob-
lems that his teachings had brought about.
They would be able to reestablish their
hold over the people. Wycliffe’'s writings
and his Bible translation into English
could be pushed into the background.
While that may have.been their hope, it
did not materialize. His followers, the
Lollards, were more determined than ever
to keep Wycliffe's work alive.

The nickname “Lollard” had been heard
in former years, its origin going back to
the 14th century in the Netherlands. How-
ever, after the death of Wycliffe, this name
really came to the fore. It is derived from
the Middle Dutch lullen (from which comes
the English word “lull,” archaically mean-
ing to sing, hum or chant), and hence de-
notes ‘a praiser of God.” Mixed with the
idea of praise is the Middle English loller
(Latinized as lollardus), designating an
idle vagabond or lounger. That the Lol-
lards were anything but idle is shown by
their industrious preaching of God’'s Word
throughout England.

The Second
Wycliffe Bible
Woycliffe's translation of the Bible cre-
ated an appetite for the Scriptures that
needed to be satisfied. At the same time,
the use of this version in preaching re-
vealed that often its renderings were hard
to understand. A revision was needed to
put the Bible's message into the language

* See the article “John Wycliffe, Champion of the
Bible,” in The Watchtower of July 1, 1980.
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of the ordinary people. In this work, a
number of Wycliffe’'s followers assisted,
and his closest companion, John Purvey,
seems to have taken the lead.

A preface or prologue to the second
Wycliffe version describes some of the
principles used in the translation. The
Latin text was not simply accepted as it
stood, for the translators realized that er-
rors and corruptions had crept in through
the centuries. As many old editions as
possible were collected and compared “to
make one Latin Bible some deal true;
and then to study it anew, the text with
the gloss”—a method almost unheard of
in those days. In arriving at a purer Latin
text, the translators also endeavored to
find the most correct and accurate mean-
ing of difficult words and phrases, and to
understand something of the grammar
used. Finally, the translator would stick
“as clearly as he could to the sentence”
and would then have the work checked and
corrected— The English Hexapla, p. 29.

The result was an English translation in
which an effort was made to keep the
sense of the Latin while using the English
idiom. Indicative of the popularity of the
revision may be the fact that today five
times as many copies of the later version
exist as of the earlier one. Many of the
words and phrases were carried over into
Tyndale’s version, and thus into the Au-
thorized Version.

A simple comparison will demonstrate
the difference between the two Wycliffe
versions. A modern translation of Hebrews
1:1, 2a reads: “God, who long ago spoke
on many occasions and in many ways to
our forefathers by means of the prophets,

THE WATCHTOWER — AUGUST 1, 1980



has at the end of these days spoken to
us by means of a Son.” The first Wycliffe
version reads: “Manyfold and many man-
ers sum tyme God spekinge to fadris in
prophetis, at the laste in thes daies spak
to us in the sone.” Notice the improved
sense attained through the use of English
idiom in the second Woycliffe version:
“God, that spak sum tyme bi prophetis in
many maneres to oure fadris, at the laste
in these daies he hath spoke to us bi the
sone.”—
scripts.

Many of the early English Bibles are
large and ornate, bespeaking their use by
the wealthy and educated classes. How-
ever, there are a good number of later
Wyecliffe versions in small format, closely
written and designed for use by ordinary
persons and for possible concealment in
a pocket or a cloak. The small, simple
format kept down the cost and was prac-
tical at a time when possession of a Bible
in the vernacular put a person in a dan-
gerous position with the powerful reli-
gious authorities.

Countrywide Preachers

The Lollard preachers traveled mostly
on foot, carrying a heavy staff for some
protection and assistance in walking. Keep-
ing to the country areas for greater safety,
they would arrive at a village or a small
town, where the knight or squire would
call the people together to listen, often in
the open air, in cottages or barns, or in the
hall of a larger house. A small treatise and
a Bible would be passed around, sometimes
just one or two books of the Bible. After
the itinerant preacher left for the next
village, these writings would be handed
from one person to another, thus being
eagerly read and discussed. Not only was
the Bible read at these gatherings, but
reading was taught so that more people
would have personal access to the Scrip-
tures.
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The Bible was appealed to in support of
what was taught. In training the preachers,
Wycliffe himself had stressed the need to
follow the simple instructions that Jesus
had given when he sent out the 70 dis-
ciples. (Luke 10:1-11) The Lollards were
to look to friends for food and a bed, and
were simply attired, often with a russet
cloak to distinguish them. Many of those
who heard God's Word accepted it, and
Lollardy spread from Oxford and Leicester

OurBible and the Ancient Maruwgh the Midlands, the Welsh Border

country and the West of England. Those
who were resident in an area could then
study with others who were eager to learn.

The following is one example: “Nicolas
Belward is one of the same sect and hath
a New Testament which he bought at
London for four marks and forty pence,
and taught the said William Wright and
Margery his wife and wrought with them
the space of one year and studied diligent-
ly upon the said New Testament.”—Foxe’'s
Acts and Monuments.

During the remaining years of the 14th
century, the Lollard movement continued
to grow, but mostly remained within the
Roman Catholic Church. The formation
of a separate body was unheard of in
those times. Wycliffe had always worked
to convert the Church from within, and
his followers continued his aims for some
time. But as Lollard influence increased
in the country, more controversy was gen-
erated. The Lollard preachers did not dis-
play the niceties of reasoning shown in
Woycliffe's writings. They roundly de-
nounced pilgrimages, superstitions, in-
dulgences, saints, shrines and the use of
images. Gradually, certain prominent Lol-
lards realized that they could no longer
remain within the Church. However, its
hold was so great that, when caught, many
preachers renounced their new beliefs for
fear of excommunication. Persecution by
the authorities drove the movement under-
ground.
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In an attempt to obtain some more per-
manent and legal reform a manifesto was
presented to Parliament in 1395, setting
out the main articles of Lollard belief. It
was also nailed to the doors of St. Paul’s
Cathedral and other notable churches. In-
furiated, the bishops called on King
Richard Il to take action. He frightened
the ringleaders into submission, and Par-
liament threw out the petition. From that
time on, the bishops sought to obtain more
definite decrees to put down the Lollards.

Increased Persecution
Fails

The dawn of the 15th century still saw
the Lollards being supported by influential
friends who had helped to ward off many
attacks upon them. But the new Kking,
Henry 1V, owed his ascendancy to the
Roman Church. Although his father, John
of Gaunt, had been one of Wycliffe’s most
loyal friends, Henry of Lancaster was the
very opposite. In 1401 a statute was passed
by Parliament that gave the bishops the
real backing for burning heretics.

When brought to trial in 1401, John
Purvey recanted. However, another out-
standing leader, William Sawtry, refused
to alter his conviction that, after consecra-
tion by a priest, the bread was still mate-
rial bread and did not undergo transub-

In Coming Issues
e Courage in Walking
with God
e The Pursuit of Security

e Sacred Service in This
“Time of the End"
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stantiation. After two days of argument,
he was burned at the stake in Smithfield
cattle market, London. Despite this victory,
the archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas
Arundel, trod his way carefully. There
still was much support for the Lollards in
some counties, and bishops in those areas
did not dare to take a lead in persecution.
When John Badby, a tailor from Evesham
in Worcestershire, was brought to the
stake in 1410, young Prince Henry came
personally to try to urge him to change
his mind. At one point the faggots were
pulled away, but all persuasion failed. The
fire was finally lit. When the prince be-
came king as Henry V, he still decided to
continue his father’s policy. He seized an
eminent Lollard, Sir John Oldcastle, think-
ing that such an example might be more
effective in putting down the heretics.

When Oldcastle succeeded in escaping
from the Tower of London, his supporters
rose in arms to defend him. This was one
of their greatest mistakes, for they had
renounced war as being against the prin-
ciples of Christianity. Failing in an effort
to kidnap the king at Eltham, near London,
they marched to St. Giles’ Fields in London
to join other groups. But they were all
captured or defeated. Although Oldcastle
escaped and avoided capture for three
years, he was finally arrested and burned
at the stake in 1417. The Lollards never
again interfered by force of arms nor en-
tered the political arena. Though persecu-
tion increased and many more Lollards
perished at the stake, this could not halt
their message. Even in Norfolk it spread
like wildfire once the crusading Bishop
Spencer had died. Schools were opened to
teach reading and writing, and unautho-
rized meeting places flourished.

The use of the Bible became a focal point
of persecution. An earlier statute, passed
at the Council of Toulouse in 1229, pro-
hibited laymen from having any copy of
the Scriptures in the vernacular, but it
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was not enforced very much in England.
However, an episcopal license was sup-
posed to be required before any translating
of the Bible could be undertaken. In 1408
a Convocation of Canterbury decreed that
no part of the Bible should be translated,
and that no one should read “any such
book, pamphlet, or treatise, now lately
composed in the time of John Wycliffe or
since . . . publicly or privately, upon pain
of greater excommunication.” This was
further strengthened in 1414 by a law that
penalized persons who read the Scriptures
in English. They were to forfeit their land,
cattle, goods and life.

Certain local bishops issued other de-
crees, notably in Somerset and Lincoln-
shire. In Lincolnshire “James Brewster
was charged because he had a certain little
book of Scripture in English.” Agnes Ash-
ford had taught a man “part of the Sermon
on the Mount.” Brought before six bishops,
Agnes was especially warned not to teach
these things, even to her own children.

Wycliffe’s Teachings
on the Continent

While the common people could not read
the Bible openly, a person in high author-
ity could do so. Anne, the queen of En-
gland and wife of Richard Il, had a Latin
Bible and one in her own Bohemian lan-
guage. The marriage in 1382 had been
agreed to by her brother King Wenceslaus,
on the advice of the pope, who wished to
serve his own ends but did not anticipate
the result. Anne soon came to hear about
the writings of Wycliffe and obtained some
of them, together with the four Gospels
in English. Finding them to her liking, she
gave him her support. Members of the
Prague Court visiting her took some of
Woycliffe's works back to Bohemia. Prague
University also forged links with Oxford
University, which still favored Wycliffe
considerably.
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As a result of this contact, John Huss
came to read the writings of John Wycliffe.
Educated in Prague University, he rose
to become its rector. In 1403, a series of
discussions took place about Wycliffe's
teachings. They were condemned by the
authorities, but Huss continued to lecture
about them. Finally, in 1409, Pope Alex-
ander V issued a papal bull ordering an
inquiry. Huss and his followers were ex-
communicated, and 200 volumes of Wyc-
liffe’'s writings were burned. But Bohemia
was alight from end to end with the teach-
ings of Huss and Wycliffe, and the Kking
did not support the pope. When the pope
died in 1410, followed the next year by the
death of the archbishop of Prague, Huss
used the breathing space to continue his
preaching.

In an endeavor to end the destructive
papal schism, the Council of Constance was
called in 1414 by Emperor Sigismund.
Once again, the alarming effects of Wyc-
liffe's writings were up for consideration.
The papacy could now see the results in
two countries widely separated from each
other, England and Bohemia. In 1415 Huss
was condemned and burned at the stake
despite a safe-conduct given him by the
emperor. Wycliffe was declared the leader
of heresy in that age. His books were to
be burned, and his remains taken from his
grave and cast out of ‘consecrated ground.’
To two successive bishops of Lincoln such
an action was so repugnant that it was
not carried out until 1428. Then, Wycliffe's
body was exhumed and burned, and his
ashes were scattered over the nearby river
Swift. It was natural for some to see in
this despicable action a symbolic meaning:
As the waters of the river conveyed his
ashes to the wide ocean, so the teachings
of Wycliffe were spreading throughout the
world.

A testimonial of 1572 depicted Wycliffe
striking a spark, Huss kindling the coals,
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and Luther holding aloft the burning torch.
Woycliffe set in motion many of the ideas
and principles that surfaced in the 16th
century when the Reformation removed
some of the tradition and false teach-
ing that had grown through the Dark
and Middle Ages. The Lollards survived
throughout this period. When Luther’s
writings were introduced into England, the
Lollard congregations merged into the new
movement, so similar were the teachings.

Gradually, the Bible was being freed of
the shackles that had made it a closed book
to all but a few favored wealthy persons.
Do we today appreciate the courage that
may have been displayed by our ancestors?
They cherished the Bible as a book worth
reading and studying—indeed worth their
land, freedom and life. Does that hard-won
freedom to study the Scriptures count with
us? We can only say that it does if we

ourselves take up study of the Bible and
display an active faith, sharing its truths
with others.

D o I(fou Find Entertaining
W hat God Hates?

CHRISTIAN minister and his wife
had tickets to what was supposed
to be a Shakespearean play. However,
when they got to the theater they found
that the Shakespearean play had not been
very successful and so was replaced by a
modern play. The audience was predom-
inantly older folk, with middle and upper
incomes, the theater being one of New
York city’s finest.
After watching the play for about three
or four minutes the minister turned to his
wife and asked, “Are you ready?” She,
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knowing exactly what he had in mind, said,
“Yes,” and they both got up and walked
out. Why? The beginning of that play was
so unimaginably filthy in language and
gestures and content that they did not
feel that they wanted to tolerate such an
indignity. On other occasions, too, Chris-
tian witnesses of Jehovah have found it
necessary to act like this couple, because
of having been misled by advertising.
What does God hate? He hates all that
is bad. He hates, among other things, ‘a
heart that devises hurtful schemes and feet
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that are in a hurry to run to badness.
(Prov. 6:16-19) Because he hates all that
is bad he will judge adversely all who
practice moral uncleanness.—Heb. 13:4.

Never before has there been so much
moral filth on every hand. Motion pictures,
stage plays, TV shows, books and maga-
zines all pander to the popular interest in
pornography and obscene things.

Why is human nature so prone to find
entertaining what God hates? It is due to
the bad start our first parents, Adam and
Eve, gave us. Because of their embarking
on a course of selfishness, disobedience and
rebellion “the inclination of the heart of
man is bad from his youth up.” After re-
ceiving correction over serious sins com-
mitted against Jehovah, King David wrote:
“With error | was brought forth with
birth pains, and in sin my mother con-
ceived me.”—Gen. 8:21; Ps. 51:5; 2 Sam.
12:7-14.

The pleasure that imperfect humans get
from things that God hates might be lik-
ened to the craving that a diabetic man
has for sweets. Diabetes is largely an in-
herited disease, although indiscretion in
eating and drinking or other factors can
hasten its onset and aggravate its serious-
ness. Due to a faulty body chemistry, the
victim has a strong craving for the very
thing he should not have. It calls to mind
a line from Shakespeare: “Your affections
are a sick man’s appetite, who desires most
that which would increase his evil.” Yes,
just as certain sick states are accompanied
by cravings for that which would aggra-
vate the sickness, so our inherited fallen
tendencies incline us to what is bad.

We dare not yield to any craving for
bad entertainment. Why not? Because we
will get so used to it we will find ourselves
inclined toward practicing it, and then
when a strong temptation comes along we
will succumb and fall, to our lasting grief.

Even the apostle Paul had a struggle
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along this line. That is why he wrote:
“The good that I wish I do not do, but the
bad that I do not wish is what | practice.
I find then, this law in my case: that when
I wish to do what is right, what is bad
is present with me. | really delight in the
law of God . . . but | behold in my mem-
bers another law warring against the law
of my mind and leading me captive to sin’s
law that is in my members.”—Rom. 7:19,
21-23.

What will safeguard us? Deeply and sin-
cerely hating what Jehovah hates, yes,
abhorring it: “Abhor what is wicked.”
(Rom. 12:9) That is not an easy thing to
do. As one woman writer who had a hard
time trying to stop smoking put it: “How
can | hate that which gives me pleasure?”
But one can make up one’s mind and keep
telling oneself to hate, to abhor what is
bad, wicked, injurious, what is destructive,
what is unwise. The apostle Paul did some-
thing about it, as he wrote to another
Christian congregation: “1I pummel my
body and lead it as a slave, that, af-
ter 1 have preached to others, I myself
should not become disapproved somehow.”
—1 Cor. 9:27.

This does not mean that Paul literally
pummeled his body the way Martin Luther
did while a monk, scourging his body till
the blood flowed. Rather, Paul disciplined
himself; he exercised rigid, severe self-
control. Because of doing so he could write:
“In no way are we giving any cause for
stumbling, that our ministry might not
be found fault with; but in every way we
recommend ourselves as God’s ministers,
... by purity, ... by love free from hypoc-
risy.” We need to do the same.—2 Cor.
6:3, 4, 6.

We are commanded to love God with all
our heart and soul, all our mind and
strength. If we truly love God we will want
to avoid all that displeases him. (Mark
12:30) He is holy and wants us to be
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holy. (1 Pet. 1:15, 16) There is also the
matter of appealing to enlightened self-
interest. God commands us to love our-
selves, but likewise to love our neighbor as
ourselves. (Mark 12:31) We must keep
telling ourselves that indulging in what is
bad simply is not worth it. As God’'s Word
puts it: “Do not be misled: God is not one
to be mocked. For whatever a man is
sowing, this he will also reap; because he
who is sowing with a view to his flesh
will reap corruption from his flesh, but
he who is sowing with a view to the spirit
will reap everlasting life from the spirit.”
—G@Gal. 6:7, 8.

Developing wholesome mental habits
will help. Let us keep watching what we
read, what we look at, what we let our

QUESTIONS

from

READERS

e When a friend of mine became a Christian,
his wife divorced him and refuses even to see
him. Though he realizes from the Bible that
he is not free to remarry, he has been dating
someone. What does the Bible indicate about
such dating, and how can | best help him?

It is sad that by an unjustified divorce his
wife has exposed him to loneliness and tempta-
tion. Still, as long as he is not Scripturally free
to remarry, his dating is wrong and dangerous.
He needs kind but firm help, some of which
you may be able to give.

Today legal divorces are granted on many
grounds. In the eyes of the government, once
such a divorce becomes final the two persons
are “single” again. But God's Word presents
a different view. Jesus said: “Whoever divorces
his wife, except on the ground of fornication
[porneia, gross sexual immorality], and mar-
ries another commits adultery.” (Matt. 19:9)
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minds dwell on. Reading the Bible daily
will help, even memorizing Bible texts.
Nor should we overlook the value gained
from prayer. Make prayer a habit. “Per-
severe in prayer.” Jesus set a fine example
for us, for of him it is written: “You loved
righteousness, and you hated lawlessness.”
—Rom. 12:12; Heb. 1:9.

What reward is there for such efforts?
We will find true in our case the further
words of the apostle Paul: “Godly devotion
is beneficial for all things, as it holds
promise of the life now and that which is
to come.” This means walking the narrow
and difficult road of self-discipline, but
peace of mind and contentment go with it
now, and the end thereof is everlasting
life—1 Tim. 4:8; Matt. 7:13, 14.

So if a government grants a legal divorce when
no Scriptural basis for it exists, and no im-
morality has since occurred, God still views the
two as man and wife.

This knowledge helps Christians to appre-
ciate how a person who is not Scripturally free
to remarry should conduct himself or herself.
It should be just as he or she would act if still
legally married and living with a mate. While
particularly referring to marital relations,
Proverbs 5:15-21 makes it clear that a married
man should not pursue romantic interests in
other women: ‘Be faithful to your own wife
and give your love to her alone. Be happy with
your wife and find your joy with the girl you
married. Let her charms keep you happy; let
her surround you with her love. Why should
you give your love to another? The Lord sees
everything you do.” (Good News Bible) Yes,
a person who in God's eyes is married
should avoid other romantic involvement.
Faithful Joseph refused to become immorally
involved with a married woman.—Gen. 39:10-12.

To do otherwise would show disrespect for
the marital arrangement and for its Originator,
Jehovah, and would set a bad example as to
Christian conduct. Further, if such a couple
kept romantic company, they would face strong
pressure to engage in sexual acts that are
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proper only in marriage. We read: “Let mar-
riage be honorable among all, and the marriage
bed be without defilement, for God will judge
fornicators and adulterers.”—Heb. 13:4.

Spiritually qualified persons should offer
Bible-based counsel to one who is dating while
not being Scripturally free to marry, trying to
“readjust” such a one. (Gal. 6:1) If he does not
respond, they should persist in efforts to help,
warn and reprove him, even ‘reproving him
with severity.'—Prov. 29:1; Titus 1:10, 13.

They may be able to strengthen his love for
God and his appreciation for the deep pleasure
and satisfaction of being loved and blessed by
God. (Rom. 8:35-39; 2 Cor. 4:16-18) They, and
others in the congregation, may be able to help
him to overcome loneliness by having proper,
upbuilding association and by keeping busy in
fine works. (Titus 2:14) Thus they may be able
to turn him from a course that could lead to
his breaking God's law against adultery, for
then he may have to be disfellowshiped from
the congregation.—1 Cor. 5:9-11.

If someone persisted in dating where there
was no Scriptural freedom to marry, likely
many in the congregation would feel obliged
to apply the Biblical advice offered about one
who refused to work: “If anyone is not obedient
to our word ...» keep this one marked, stop
associating with him, that he may become
ashamed. And yet do not be considering him
as an enemy, but continue admonishing him
as a brother.” (2 Thess. 3:14, 15) Many Chris-
tians who highly regard God’s marital arrange-
ment would not want to socialize with someone
who deliberately dishonored it. By their refus-
ing to have such social contact with the in-
dividual, and by what they say in the congre-
gation about accepting God's wise advice, they
may be able to move him to abandon his wrong
course.—Jude 23a.

= Proverbs 10:6 reads: “Blessings are for the
head of the righteous one, but as regards the
mouth of the wicked ones, it covers up vio-
lence.” What do these words mean?

This proverb nicely contrasts the fitting out-
come for two kinds of persons—the righteous
and the wicked. Our considering its meaning
can help us to analyze what type of persons
we want to be.

The person who is pure and righteous at
heart gives ample evidence of that. As Jesus
said: “Out of the abundance of the heart the
mouth speaks.” (Matt. 12:34, 35) Yes, a person

THE WATCHTOWER — AUGUST 1, 1980

of this type regularly speaks things that are
kind and helpful, and he acts accordingly. How
do you react to such a sincere person? Is it
not with favor? Does he not receive your
blessing and appreciation?

In contrast, one who inwardly is wicked,
hateful or malicious is basically intent on doing
others harm. Though he may sometimes offer
sweet speech, eventually he gives in to vio-
lence, either physical violence toward others or
speech that attacks and tries to tear them
down. Not meriting others’ blessings, he gets
their curses instead.

In the original Hebrew, an alternate read-
ing of this last part is: “Violence will cover
the very mouth of wicked people.” This em-
phasizes what the wicked person receives and
its possible effect on him. It bears out the
principle, ‘what you sow is what you reap.” He
sows the seeds of hostility and badness, and
that is what will come back on him. This, as
it were, covers or shuts his mouth. If anything
will, the violent results of the wickedness he
spreads will in time return to him and silence
him.

Which outcome do we desire? That depends
on what kind of persons we are trying to be
inside.

“WATCHTOWER" STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

August 31: Confident in a World Beset by
Doubts. Page 12. Songs to Be Used: 70, 88.

September 7: Remain “Solid in the Faith.”
Page 17. Songs to Be Used: 17, 77.
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A DAY WELL SPENT

JEHOVAH GOD blesses the sincere efforts of
those who serve him. This is evident from the
experience of a Christian woman in Amsterdam.
Because of the opposition of her retired hus-
band, who is nearly always at home, she rarely
has the chance to join groups of Jehovah's
Witnesses as they preach the Kingdom message
from house to house.

One day, however, this woman's husband
planned to go fishing. This was the first time in
years that he would be away from home for a
whole day. She thought of spending the day
shopping or at leisure on the beach. But in-
stead, she prayed to Jehovah and then seized
the opportunity to engage in the preaching
work.

At one door that day this woman placed a
booklet with a man not yet entirely dressed. As
she headed for the next door, he remarked:
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“Oh, | am so sorry you are going away. |
thought you wanted to talk to me about the
booklet." So she arranged to return in a few
minutes, when the man was fully dressed. He
showed great interest in Bible truth, but ex-
plained that his “wife” and children had left
him. Moved by his plight, the Witness visited
the woman, who told her that the man drank
too much and then became violent and beat
her and the youngsters.

As matters turned out, at first separate Bible
studies were conducted with this man and
woman. Later, they were reunited, began at-
tending Christian meetings and soon legalized
their marriage. They both stopped smoking
and have been making fine spiritual progress.
With good reason, then, this witness of Jehovah
is thankful that God so richly blessed that day
well spent in his service.
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