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Christian neutrality— what a fine 
record it made during the turbu- 
lent days of World War II! As 
indicated by Jeremiah's prophecy, 
discussed on pages 1 6 2 9  such ,־
neutrality also provides safeguards 
as God's war now approaches, and 
during that expression of divine 
judgment
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As a result of a diligent study of God’s 
Word, these young Christians were able 
to make a decision. No one else made this 
decision for them. They were able to make 
it individually, on the basis of each one’s 
Bible-trained conscience. Their decision 
was to refrain from acts of hatred and 
violence against their fellowmen of other 
nations. Yes, they believed in, and wanted 
to share in, the fulfillment of Isaiah’s 
well-known prophecy: “They will have to 
beat their swords into plowshares and 
their spears into pruning shears. Nation 
will not lift up sword against nation, nei- 
ther will they learn war anymore.” (Isa. 
2:4) These young men of all nations did 
just that.

FRUITS OF NEUTRALITY
Thus it was that, during those six tu- 

multuous years that followed, never did 
one of Jehovah’s Witnesses in any nation 
kill his Christian brother of another na- 
tion. Many Protestants were slain by 
Protestants, and many Catholics by Cath- 
olics, but never could any bereaved person 
lay the slaying of her husband or son at 
the door of one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
Imagine the result if all Catholics, Protes- 
tants, yes, and Jews throughout the world 
had taken a similar stand! There simply 
would have been no war. And if Pope 
Pius XII had excommunicated Catholic 
Hitler, as he was urged to do, what blood- 
shed and sorrow might the world have 
been spared! That is, if it had stopped 
Hitler and his military collaborators.

However, World War II ran its course.

EXACTLY 40 years have passed since 
November 1, 1939. On that date, 

Watchtower published a leading article 
under the title “Neutrality.” How timely 
that information proved to be!

Just two months earlier, on Septem- 
ber 1, the Nazi juggernaut had launched an 
unprovoked attack on Poland. In the space 
of five weeks, and aided by a Soviet in- 
vasion from the east, Germany had 
crushed that country. In the meantime, 
Great Britain, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, India, South Africa and France 
had declared war on Germany. But for 
seven months there was quiet on the West- 
ern front, with little military action. It 
came to be called the “phony war.”

It was during this period that many 
young men gave close attention to the 
Bible and the material presented in that 
Watchtower article on “Neutrality.” In 
view of the gathering clouds of World 
War II, what stand should the Christian 
take? Should Christian young men on 
either side of the battle lines go forth to 
slaughter those on the other side, even 
though clergymen, Catholic and Protes- 
tant, on both sides declared that this was 
a person’s duty before God? If the world 
should go to war, were these young men 
duty bound to share in the bloodshed on 
whatever side they happened to live? Many 
of them recalled Jesus’ words, such as: 
“These things I command you, that you 
love one another. . . .  You are no part of 
the world, but I have chosen you out of 
the world.”—John 15:17-19; 17:14, 16; 
18:36.
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reports, were either beheaded or shot. This 
figure does not include those who died 
from starvation, disease and other brutal 
treatment.” All of this was in line with Je- 
sus’ words: “If you were part of the world, 
the world would be fond of what is its 
own. Now because you are no part of the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world, on this account the world hates 
you. . . .  If they have persecuted me, they 
will persecute you also.”—John 15:18-20.

Note here some reports concerning 
integrity-keepers:

Shortly before his execution on November 9, 
1940, a young man wrote his father: “Now 
I, too, have been given an opportunity to 
prove my faithfulness to the Lord unto death, 
yes, in faithfulness not only up unto death,

but even into death. My death sentence has 
already been announced and I am chained 
both day and night—the marks (on the paper) 
are from the handcuffs—but I still have not 
conquered to the full. Remaining faithful is 
not made easy for one of Jehovah's witnesses. 
. . . My dear father, in spirit I call to you, re- 
main faithful, as I have attempted to remain 
faithful, and then we will see one another

And what was its toll? World Book 
Encyclopedia tells us: “World War Π 
killed more persons, cost more money, 
damaged more property, affected more 
people, and probably caused more far- 
reaching changes than any other war in 
history. I t opened the Atomic Age, and 
brought sweeping changes in warfare.” 
Some 16 million soldiers and two and a 
half times that many civilians died as a 
result of the war. I t “cost more than 
$1,150,000,000,000. More than 50 countries 
took part in the war, and the whole world 
felt its effects.”

Indeed, it was a world war, and the 
world reaped a distressing harvest. But 
what of those who followed Jesus’ ad- 
monition to be “no part of the world”? 
Actually, in some ways it was harder 
for these than it was for those who 
went along with the world. It is one 
thing to show bravery in a foxhole, 
in the heat of battle; it is quite a 
different m atter to stand courageous- 
ly by one’s Bible-trained conscience, 
through reproach and ridicule, sur- 
viving in often vermin-infested prison 
cells, and at times in the shadow of 
a firing squad or the guillotine. These 
neutrals of World War II were no 
pacifists. They were fighters in a 
spiritual sense, well trained in the 
use of “the sword of the spirit, that 
is, God’s word.” (Eph. 6:17) They 
were integrity-keepers. And often 
they sealed their integrity with their 
lifeblood. They were not afraid to 
die for a righteous cause.

This was borne out in the case of 
many young Christians whose lives were 
snuffed out by Hitler and his henchmen. 
As the 191 if Yearbook of Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses reported: “The numerous execu- 
tions that took place [in Germany] during 
the Third Reich take a special place in the 
history of persecution. At least 203 broth- 
ers and sisters, according to incomplete
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aged to win the respect of their fellow- 
prisoners . . . , of prisoner-functionaries, and 
even of the SS officers. Everyone knew that 
no Jehovah’s Witness would perform a com- 
mand contrary to his religious belief and con- 
victions or any action directed against another 
person, even if that person was a murderer 
and an SS officer. On the other hand, he 
would perform every other job, even the most 
obnoxious, to the best of his ability, if it was 
morally neutral for him. The political pris- 
oners struggled actively in the camp, orga- 

nizing resistance and bat- 
tling for the survival of 
their fellow inmates. The 
Jehovah’s Witnesses waged 
passive resistance for their 
belief, which opposed all 
war and violence.” (Italics 
added)

However, not only in 
Germany, but also in 
all the warring nations 
around the world, Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses were 
united in placing God’s 
command to “love your 
neighbor״ above the 
world’s demand to hate 

one’s fellowman. (M att 22:39; Acts 5:29) 
Depending on the country in which they 
lived, their punishment ranged from the 
death penalty to months, and even years, 
of detention. In one prison, a man who was 
serving a life sentence told one of the 
Witnesses: “I’m 'in’ for killing a police- 
man, and you’re 'in’ because you refuse to 
kill. I t’s kind of odd, isn’t it?” But whether 
or not it seemed “odd” to others, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses were pursuing the Bible-based 
course of being “no part of the world” or 
of its orgy of bloodshed.

AVOIDING BLOODGUILT
In his widely known Sermon on the 

Mount, the Leader of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
namely, Jesus Christ, said, among other 
things: “Happy are the peaceable, since 
they will be called 'sons of God.’ . . . You 
heard that it was said to those of ancient

again. I will be thinking of you up until the 
very last.—Your son Johannes. Auf Wieder- 
sehen!”

A Christian wife described the culmination 
of months of bitter trial in these words: 'On 
October 11, 1941, my husband was beheaded. 
In his last letter, which he was permitted to 
write just a few hours before his execution, 
he said: 'When you get this letter, my beloved 
Maria and my four children, Christa, Walter, 
Waltraud and Wolfgang, everything will al- 
ready be over and I will have won the victory

through Jesus Christ and my hope is that I 
have been a conqueror. From my heart I wish 
you a blessed entry into Jehovah’s kingdom. 
Remain faithful! Three young brothers, who 
will be going the same way that I am tomor- 
row morning, are here beside me. Their eyes 
are aglow!’ ”
And many more examples are documented.

TRULY, "NO PART OF THE WORLD”
In describing the stand taken by Jeho- 

vah’s Witnesses in Nazi concentration 
camps, the Polish sociologist Anna Pawel- 
czynska wrote as follows in her book
Values and Violence in Auschwitz, pub- 
lished first in 1973:

"This little group of prisoners was a solid 
ideological force and they won their battle 
against Nazism. The German group of this sect 
had been a tiny island of unflagging resistance 
existing in the bosom of a terrorized nation, 
and in that same undismayed spirit they func- 
tioned in the camp at Auschwitz. They man­
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and made spiritistic mediums and pro- 
fessional foretellers of events. He did on 
a grand scale what was bad in the eyes of 
Jehovah, to offend him.” (2 Chron. 33:5, 
6) Later during his 55-year reign, Manas- 
seh repented of his bad course and took 
action to remove idolatrous worship from 
Jerusalem. But bloodguilt remained, for 
“there was also innocent blood that Manas- 
seh shed in very great quantity, until he 
had filled Jerusalem from end to end.” 
(2 Ki. 21:16) This shedding of blood had 
been self-willed. It had not been shed in 
righteous warfare commanded by Jehovah.

The bloodguilt incurred by Manasseh 
was not canceled with the passing of that 
king. It remained as a stain on Israel. 
There had been no satisfying of justice so 
as to remove it. Hence, Jehovah sent 
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, as 
His executioner against Jerusalem. “It was 
only by the order of Jehovah that it took 
place against Judah, to remove it from 
his sight for the sins of Manasseh, accord- 
ing to all that he had done; and also for 
the innocent blood that he had shed, so 
that he filled Jerusalem with innocent 
blood, and Jehovah did not consent to 
grant forgiveness.”—2 Ki. 24:1-4.

The modern-day counterpart of faithless 
Jerusalem is Christendom, within whose 
realm the two bloody world wars of our 
century erupted. Thus Christendom, too,

In Coming Issues
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times, ‘You must not murder; but who- 
ever commits a murder will be accountable 
to the court of justice.’ However, I say 
to you that everyone who continues wrath- 
ful with his brother will be accountable to 
the court of justice; but whoever addresses 
his brother with an unspeakable word of 
contempt will be accountable to the 
Supreme Court; whereas whoever says, 
‘You despicable fool!’ will be liable to the 
fiery Gehenna.” Gehenna figuratively pic- 
tured eternal destruction, for Jesus later 
said to his disciples: “Do not become fear- 
ful of those who kill the body but cannot 
kill the soul; but rather be in fear of him 
that can destroy both soul and body in 
Gehenna.” (Matt. 5:9, 21, 22; 10:28) Con- 
sequently, the witnesses of Jehovah have 
always sought to be peaceable in a mixed- 
up world and have always avoided mur- 
derous tendencies even in wrathfulness 
and violent speech.

So their warfare has been of a spiritual 
kind that does not violate peaceableness, 
for the apostle Paul said to his fellow 
Christians of the first century: “For the 
weapons of our warfare are not fleshly, 
but powerful by God for overturning 
strongly entrenched things. For we are 
overturning reasonings and every lofty 
thing raised up against the knowledge of 
God; and we are bringing every thought 
into captivity to make it obedient to the 
Christ.” (2 Cor. 10:4, 5) In this way 
Jehovah’s Witnesses have avoided blood- 
guilt.

Bloodguilt contributed to the downfall 
of ancient Israel, and in this connection it 
is interesting to note the course of King 
Manasseh. Of him, it is written: “And he 
went on to build altars to all the army 
of the heavens in two courtyards of 
the house of Jehovah. And he himself 
made his own sons pass through the 
fire [as human sacrifices] in the valley 
of the son of Hinnom, and practiced magic 
and used divination and practiced sorcery
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NEUTRALITY A PROTECTION
Many Christian witnesses of Jehovah in 

Nazi Germany and elsewhere lost their 
lives in maintaining neutrality. As they 
faced death they drew comfort from Je- 
sus’ words: “Do not become fearful of 
those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul; but rather be in fear of him that 
can destroy both soul and body in Ge- 
henna [eternal death].״ (Matt. 10:28) 
Their resurrection is assured. (1 Cor. 15: 
22, 23; Heb. 11:35) The neutrality of 
others has also served as a protection, 
often under unusual circumstances.

Take, for example, Jehovah’s Witnesses 
in Africa. In the villages, these are hos- 
pitable people, and they have provided 
meals at their homes for any individual 
stranger who may have come along. How- 
ever, they drew the line at serving in or 
on behalf of any factional organization. 
On one occasion, when guerrilla soldiers 
called an indoctrination meeting for local 
villagers, the neutral Witnesses declined 
to attend. So, when opposing forces moved 
in on that meeting, machine-gunning 
down 105 persons in attendance, the Wit- 
nesses’ absence meant survival for them. 
With the intensification of hostilities, the 
position of the Witnesses became more 
difficult, but always they showed them- 
selves to be “no part of the world.”

During the oncoming “war of the great 
day of God the Almighty” at H ar- 
Magedon, the neutrality of Jehovah’s peo- 
pie will again work toward their salvation. 
(Rev. 16:14, 16) Being “no part of the 
world,” they will be free of its bloodguilt. 
On the other hand, God will execute on 
bloodguilty Christendom (and indeed on 
the entire world) the kind of judgment 
that befell ancient Jerusalem, of which 
Ezekiel prophesied: “This is what the 
Sovereign Lord Jehovah has said: Ό  city 
that is shedding blood in her midst till her 
time comes, and that has made dungy idols 
within herself in order to become unclean,

has sacrificed countless ,sons and daugh- 
ters’ to the god of war. (Jer. 7:31) What 
bloodguilt Christendom carries, totaling 
into the tens of millions of souls! If Ma- 
nasseh’s bloodguilt could not find forgive- 
ness, how much less that of Christendom! 
Religious organizations that have sup- 
ported the violence of the two world wars, 
and of other wars of this century, must 
share in that bloodguilt. Christendom 
forms a major part of “Babylon the 
Great,” the world empire of false religion, 
described by the apostle John as “drunk 
with the blood of the holy ones and with 
the blood of the witnesses of Jesus.” It is 
no wonder that the “voice out of heaven” 
cries out to lovers of righteousness: “Get 
out of [Babylon], my people, if you do not 
want to share with her in her sins, and 
if you do not want to receive part of her 
plagues. For her sins have massed together 
clear up to heaven, and God has called 
her acts of injustice to mind.”—Rev. 17:5, 
6; 18:4, 5.

Though Christendom is doomed, because 
of her idolatry and her bloodguilt, hun- 
dreds of thousands of sincere persons have 
come out of that system, repented of their 
past connections and gained a clean stand- 
ing before God and the Lamb, Christ 
Jesus. (Rev. 7:9, 10) They include many 
thousands who have fought as soldiers in 
the world wars and other conflicts of this 
century. These repentant ones can be con- 
fident of God’s forgiveness of their past 
course. (1 John 1:9, 10; Isa. 1:14) His 
blessing will be with them as they now 
prove themselves to be disciples of the 
“Prince of Peace,” who said on the oc- 
casion of his own arrest and trial: “My 
kingdom is no part of this world. If my 
kingdom were part of this world, my at- 
tendants would have fought.” (John 18: 
36; Isa. 9:6, 7) They, too, must henceforth 
be “no part” of this bloodguilty world. 
They must remain under Christ’s pro- 
tection.—Compare Numbers 35:11, 32.
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look! Jehovah is coming forth from his 
place to call to account the error of the 
inhabitant of the land against him, and 
the land will certainly expose her blood- 
shed and will no longer cover over her 
killed ones.” (Isa. 26:20, 21) After Jeho- 
vah has reckoned with the bloodguilty 
world, his clean people will emerge from 
their miraculously provided place of hid- 
ing to enjoy eternal peace on an earth that 
will never again be stained with the blood 
of wars and violence. (Ps. 46:8, 9) Then, 
those who were “no part of the world” that 
perished will remain in God’s new order, 
doing his will forever. (1 John 2:17) Thus, 
for themselves, they will have contributed 
to a blood-free history of Christian neu- 
trality in a mixed-up world.

by your blood that you have shed you 
have become guilty, and by your dungy 
idols that you have made you have become 
unclean. . . . Look! I have struck my hand 
. . . over your acts of bloodshed that have 
proved to be in the midst of you . . . , and 
I will destroy your uncleanness out of you. 
And . . . you will have to know that I 
am Jehovah.’ ”—Ezek. 22:3, 4, 13-16.

“The great day of Jehovah is near”! 
(Zeph. 1:14) Very soon, an entire blood- 
guilty world will go down in destruction. 
But to those who fearlessly “are no part 
of the world,” Jehovah will extend the 
invitation: “Go, my people, enter into your 
interior rooms, and shut your doors be- 
hind you. Hide yourself for but a moment 
until the denunciation passes over. For,

As told by Use Unterdorfer

WE DID NOT GIVE UP!
Over 100 years in God’s service 

despite great tests of faith
But, to a person, we refused. At this 
Himmler flew into a great rage and cried: 
“If you like, your Jehovah may reign in 
heaven, but here upon earth it is we who 
rule! We’ll show you who will endure 
longer, you or we!״

For nearly six long years, Elfriede and 
I, along with many of our Christian sisters, 
endured some of the most horrible con- 
ditions imaginable. Yet, we Witnesses 
survived, although Himmler, Hitler and 
their crowd are gone!

IN September 1939 my friend Elfriede 
Lohr and I found ourselves in the 
Ravensbruck concentration camp in 

Germany. World War II had just begun.
Heinrich Himmler, the head of the Nazi 

SS (Schutz-Staffel, or Elite Guard), vis- 
ited us at the Lichtenburg concentration 
camp shortly before we were taken to 
the newly erected camp of Ravensbruck. 
His purpose was to get Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses to abandon their faithfulness to 
God and to support the Nazi war effort.
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what she could do for a time, when 
I first met Elfriede in March 1937 
she was active in the underground 
work. You see, the activities of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses had been 

banned in Germany under the Nazi regime, 
and, at the risk of our freedom and even 
our lives, many of us shared in distributing 
spiritual food throughout the country.

My own goal as a young girl had been 
to help my fellow humans; I wanted to 
be a high-school teacher. But in 1931 I 
accompanied my mother to an assembly 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Paris, France. 
What I learned and experienced there 
changed my life. The following year, at 
19 years of age, I was baptized.

Hitler and his Nazi party came to power 
in 1933 and almost immediately began 
persecuting Jehovah’s Witnesses. I t was 
a great joy to me when I was given the 
privilege of serving as a courier in our 
underground activity in Saxony. In August 
1936, the German gestapo (secret police) 
began a concerted campaign against our 
underground organization. Fritz Winkler, 
who had oversight of our work, and most 
of the regional directors were arrested 
and imprisoned.

In September 1936, I was able to get 
to Lucerne, Switzerland, for a convention, 
along with about 300 others from Ger- 
many. There J. F. Rutherford, then the 
president of the Watch Tower Society, 
entrusted Erich Frost with the respon- 
sibility of reorganizing our badly disrupted 
underground activity, and some days later 
I was appointed to work along with him.

It was an assignment from Brother 
Frost that sent me to Munich to locate 
Elfriede Lohr. The only thing I knew about 
her was that her father was a dentist. I 
found their address in the telephone di- 
rectory and, as a precaution, phoned first. 
When we met, I told Elfriede that she 
had been invited to work full time with us. 
Thus began a close friendship of nearly

llse Unterd 
and Elfriede Lohr as 

they appear today

Years earlier, while we were still teen- 
agers, both Elfriede and I had resolved 
to use our lives in God’s service and that 
nothing would ever make us give up! Be- 
fore being sent to the concentration camp, 
we experienced God’s comforting care as 
we preached the Kingdom good news in 
the face of rising Nazi persecution. And 
today we are still at it, having just com- 
pleted 100 years of dedicated service be- 
tween us. But let me tell you how we came 
to be in Ravensbriick.

OUR EAREY YEARS IN GOD’S SERVICE
In 1926, when she was only 16, Elfriede 

symbolized her dedication to God by un- 
dergoing water baptism. Her heart’s desire 
was fulfilled when she was able to enter 
the full-time preaching work in the winter 
of 1930. Although a serious illness limited
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turn home, for the gestapo were looking 
for her. She wondered: “Who is Brother 
Frost’s successor, and how can I meet 
him?” After praying to Jehovah, it came 
to her mind to seek contact in the town 
of Leutkirch, about 150 km (90 mi.) from 
Munich. In Leutkirch, on that very day 
she met the brother whom Brother Diet- 
schi had sent to locate her. Surely this 
seemed to be by angelic direction!

Since the Nazis claimed that the con- 
tents of the resolution we had distributed 
on December 12 were untrue, arrange- 
ments were under way to distribute 
throughout Germany an “Open Letter” 
that gave specific proofs of the persecution 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Brother Frost and 
I had been arrested in the course of pre- 
paring for this big campaign. Now El- 
friede worked closely with Brother Diet- 
schi in completing preparations, and the 
campaign was successfully carried out on 
June 20, 1937. Elfriede’s report in the 
197lf Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
explains:

“Brother Dietschi organized the campaign. 
We were all courageous, everything had been 
wonderfully arranged and each region had 
sufficient letters. I picked up a large suitcase 
of them at the train station for the territory 
around Breslau and took them to the brothers 
in Liegnitz. I also had my own, which at the 
appointed time I distributed like all the other 
brothers.”

For months prior to this campaign the 
gestapo had boasted that they had de- 
stroyed our organization. So what a hu- 
miliating surprise it was to them when, 
in such an organized way, hundreds of 
thousands of copies of this letter were 
delivered throughout Germany! It really 
threw them into a state of shock.

MEETING EACH OTHER AGAIN
Thus, while Elfriede was free, I found 

myself in the grip of the gestapo. At first 
I was sentenced only to a year and nine 
months. But immediately after serving the

43 years. We have been companions in 
concentration camps and partners in the 
full-time preaching work for over 40 of 
those years.

WORKING UNDERGROUND
The gestapo were looking for all of us. 

So we usually traveled by train at night, 
sleeping as best we could. During the day 
we would meet the brothers and sisters at 
various designated places to hand over to 
them mimeographed copies of The Watch- 
tower and other vital information. Oc- 
casionally, we would spend the night with 
interested persons or at summer houses 
of brothers who were not yet so well 
known to the gestapo.

We never carried written addresses or 
any other notes. We memorized every- 
thing. Thus, if we were arrested, the po- 
lice would not obtain evidence to incrim- 
inate anyone. We repeatedly felt Jehovah’s 
protection. This was especially true when 
we were organizing for the distribution 
of the resolution adopted at the Lucerne 
convention. This resolution raised strong 
objections to the cruel treatment of Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses by the Roman Catholic 
Hierarchy and their allies in Germany. 
On December 12, 1936, between 5 and 
7 p.m., some 3,459 brothers and sisters 
throughout Germany shared in distribut- 
ing hundreds of thousands of copies of 
this powerful message.

Then, on March 21, 1937, less than 
two weeks after I first met Elfriede, 
Brother Frost and I were arrested. About 
the same time, certain regional service 
directors also fell into the hands of 
the gestapo. Brother Heinrich Dietschi, 
a regional service director who was still 
free, assumed oversight of the work in 
Brother Frost’s absence.

When neither Brother Frost nor I 
showed up at a prearranged meeting at 
the end of March, Elfriede knew that 
something was wrong. She could not re­
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received a piece of bread and a cup of 
black coffee in the morning. During their 
Christmas celebration (December 25 to 
27), we received nothing at all.

Afterward, we were returned to our 
barracks, which were declared penal bar- 
racks for three months. This meant less 
and poorer food, and hard pick-and-shovel 
work from morning till night seven days 
a week. And we were denied medical aid. 
Time and again, the SS commanders would 
say: ‘If you don’t agree to support the war 
effort, you won’t get out of here except 
through the chimney!’

By the spring of 1940 we were nothing 
but skeletons. We should have died off 
like flies. But Jehovah God, who had been 
directly challenged by Himmler, showed 
that He can sustain His people under the 
worst circumstances. Not one of our 500 
sisters fell seriously ill, nor did any die. 
Even a few SS people said: “That’s be- 
cause your Jehovah has helped you.” And, 
more importantly, not one sister had given 
up; all had remained loyal. It was a real 
triumph of integrity to Jehovah!

I might say that both Elfriede and I 
had settled accounts with life. We had 
determined to remain faithful to Jehovah 
regardless of what came. With the apostle 
Paul, we could say: “For both if we live, 
we live to Jehovah, and if we die, we die 
to Jehovah. Therefore both if we live and 
if we die, we belong to Jehovah.”—Rom. 
14:8.

DAILY LIFE IN RAVENSBRCCK
However, for us conditions soon changed 

for the better. Many agricultural workers 
were inducted into the army, creating a 
farm-labor shortage. Therefore, camp in- 
mates were sent to work on farms in the 
vicinity of Ravensbriick. Since the risk 
of such workers escaping was greater, and 
since it was known that Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses would not try  to get away, many 
of us were sent to the farms to work.

sentence, I was arrested again and sent 
to the Lichtenburg concentration camp, 
early in 1939. To my great surprise, El- 
friede was there when I arrived.

In the summer of 1939 all of us Chris- 
tian sisters in Lichtenburg were taken to 
the new Ravensbriick camp. Time and 
again we had been threatened: “Just wait 
until you get to Ravensbriick. There we’ll 
break you.” The surroundings of the new 
camp resembled a sandy desert. The high 
walls, with barbed wire on top, as well as 
the barracks for the prisoners and houses 
for the SS, had been completed. But every- 
thing else was waste and waiting for work- 
ers, namely, for inmates.

A TEST OF OUR FAITH
There were about 500 of us women, 

Jehovah’s Witnesses, in Ravensbriick in 
the fall of 1939. It was on December 19 
that several sisters refused to sew am- 
munition pockets on soldiers’ uniforms; 
they could not conscientiously support the 
war effort in this way. Thereupon all of 
us were called to the camp square and 
asked whether we would do the work. All 
of us refused. As a result, a campaign was 
begun to force us to abandon our position 
of Christian neutrality and to support the 
war effort.—Isa. 2:4.

First, they made us stand outside in the 
cold from morning till night while wearing 
only light summer clothes. And it was one 
of the coldest German winters, with tern- 
peratures often 15 to 20 degrees below 
zero Celsius! At night we were locked in 
the cell block where we had to sleep on 
the bare floor without blankets, and with 
the windows open to create a frigid draft. 
Moreover, we were not given a thing to 
eat on the first day. During the following 
four days of this treatment, we received 
only a half ration of food. Then we were 
locked in a dark cell for three more weeks, 
being allowed something warm to eat only 
once every four days. The other days, we

11THE W A T C H T O W E R  —  N O V E M B E R  1 , 1 9 7 9



SURVIVING THE WORST YEAR
The gestapo quite unexpectedly ap- 

peared in Ravensbriick on May 4, 1944. 
They made a sudden thorough search for 
Bibles and Bible literature, particularly 
The Watchtower. Also, they went to 
where Elfriede was doing gardening for 
the SS and to the SS farm where I was 
assigned. Finally it was determined that 
15 sisters regarded as the ones responsible 
would suffer for all. Elfriede and I were 
included in this number.

First, we were locked in the notorious 
cell block. There we were crammed into 
small dark cells, and for seven weeks we 
were not allowed into the open air. Then 
we were taken to the “punishment build- 
ing,” where Elfriede and I again came 
in close touch. What we lived through 
there during our last year in Ravensbriick 
can hardly be expressed with words. But 
we always felt Jehovah’s protection and 
loving care. He gave us the strength to 
endure. A great help was the spiritual food 
that the sisters who remained at the farm 
were able to smuggle in to us. The gestapo 
had not found the literature there, since 
we had good hiding places.

During the final months, conditions at 
the camp grew progressively worse, 
particularly where we were—in the pun- 
ishment building. The barracks were 
crammed. Originally they had been de- 
signed for 100 prisoners, but finally the 
punishment building had to accommodate 
1,200 to 1,500 persons. Six or seven slept 
in two beds, and so no one could really 
sleep well. Due to the poor, often insuf- 
ficiently washed food, intestinal diseases 
were the order of the day. Prisoners per- 
ished miserably by the hundreds.

Elfriede also became seriously ill. She 
contracted an inflammation of the lungs 
and ran a high temperature. Before I 
could prevent it, she was taken to one of 
the barracks for the sick, which was 
crowded with those in the throes of death.

There we were given food to eat, in ad- 
dition to the meager fare of the concentra- 
tion camp.

But spiritual feeding was of greatest 
concern to us. We would build one another 
up spiritually by sharing the Bible knowl- 
edge that we had acquired before we were 
imprisoned. Also, newcomers to the camp 
would share what they had learned more 
recently in their Bible studies. How glad 
we were when several Bibles were smug- 
gled into the camp! Whenever possible, 
we gave a witness to other inmates, as 
well as to our overseers. Nothing could 
stop us from demonstrating our faithful- 
ness to Jehovah. Our decision was: " 
er die than give up!”

Elfriede was assigned to do gardening 
for SS officers, and I, along with other 
sisters, was sent to work on an SS farm. 
Toward the end of 1942, we began to sleep 
overnight at the farm rather than return- 
ing to the camp barracks; thus we en- 
joyed considerable freedom. In the spring 
of 1943, I succeeded in contacting Brother 
Franz Fritsche by letter. He was a coura- 
geous brother who was active in smuggling 
spiritual food into the concentration 
camps. Once I was able to meet him in a 
forest adjacent to the farm. Arrangements 
were made for us to begin receiving The 
Watchtower and other publications reg- 
ularly. There were a number of ways that 
we got literature into the camp.

But then conditions changed again. 
Brother Fritsche was arrested. The gestapo 
finally discovered that through organized 
channels the Bible literature regularly was 
being smuggled right into the concentra- 
tion camps. What a shock this discovery 
was to them! And what powerful evidence 
that after 10 years of vicious persecution 
the spirit of God’s people had not been 
broken, either within the camps or out- 
side! Immediately, Himmler ordered that 
all suspected camps be searched for Bible 
literature.
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tion department. I did not give this job 
offer a single thought; my decision to 
enter full-time service had long since been 
made. Only three weeks later, Elfriede and 
I were among the first five Bethel workers 
to return to Magdeburg.

In 1947 Brother N. H. Knorr, then the 
president of the Society, visited West Ger- 
many. He encouraged certain brothers and 
sisters to attend the Watchtower Bible 
School of Gilead. So Elfriede and I applied 
for this missionary training. In time, we 
received our invitations, and in 1949 we 
departed for the United States to attend 
school.

After being cut off for many years from 
regular meetings and service activities of 
Jehovah’s organization, what a blessing it 
was for us to drink in the spiritual bless- 
ings at Gilead! We considered it a great 
reward and wonderful compensation for 
the many hardships that we had gone 
through. Then, as a climax, in the summer 
of 1950 we attended the Theocracy’s In- 
crease Assembly of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
at Yankee Stadium in New York city. The 
graduation exercises of our 15th class of 
Gilead were held on opening day.

MISSIONARY SERVICE
Our first missionary assignment was 

Cologne, Germany, located on the banks 
of the Rhine River. We began working 
with the local congregation of 35 pub- 
lishers and soon were conducting many 
productive Bible studies and assisting oth- 
ers to share in Kingdom service. After 
three and a half years there, we received 
a new assignment, to Austria. But in the 
meantime the congregation in Cologne had 
increased to 214 publishers, and we saw 
the dedication of a new Kingdom Hall.

In our last 24 years serving in Austria, 
we have had assignments in many places, 
including the valley of Gastein, at Gmun- 
den on the beautiful Traunsee Lake, at 
Hohenems in Vorarlberg and at Telfs in

No one was allowed to leave the punish- 
ment block alone. However, with the help 
of the room leader I was, on occasion, 
able to get out to take Elfriede something 
to drink.

It became clear that Elfriede would not 
live much longer where she was. Trucks 
regularly pulled up in front of the bar- 
racks for the sick, and the dead and the 
dying were thrown onto them and taken 
to the crematory. So, with the help of the 
room leader, two of us went to Elfriede. 
Her bed was near a window. Summoning 
all of our strength, we were able to get 
her out through the window. We then car- 
ried her back to the punishment building. 
There an inmate, a Russian woman who 
was a doctor, applied a simple though 
painful treatment so that the inflammation 
in Elfriede’s lungs subsided. Her life was 
saved.

By the early spring of 1945, World 
War II was coming quickly to a close. It 
was the intention of the Nazi SS troops 
to blow up the camp. But the Russians 
came with such speed that the Nazis were 
not able to carry out their devilish plans. 
On April 28 Ravensbriick fell into Russian 
hands without a fight. Thus we were re- 
leased from that ,fiery furnace’ after 
nearly six long years. This was in addition 
to about two years of imprisonment be- 
fore coming to Ravensbriick.

MAINTAINING OUR FIRM DECISION
We had both promised Jehovah that, 

should we ever be free again, all our time 
and strength would be devoted to his ser- 
vice. On our difficult way home, we visited 
Brother Frost, who showed the same at- 
titude. He invited us to come, as soon as 
possible, to Magdeburg, from where the 
preaching work in Germany was to be 
reorganized.

Soon after I arrived home in Olbernhau, 
however, the local government offered me 
the job of directing the criminal investiga-
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treasure is what enabled us to endure the 
cruel tyranny of Nazism. Firmly holding 
this same Kingdom hope has helped us in 
the years since then to continue on full 
time in God’s service without giving up.

Truly, ours has been a richly satisfying 
life! Time and again we have experienced 
the truthfulness of the words a t Malachi 
3:10: “ ‘Test me out, please, in this re- 
spect,’ Jehovah of armies has said, ,wheth- 
er I shall not open to you people the flood- 
gates of the heavens and actually empty 
out upon you a blessing until there is no 
more want.’ ” Our wish and prayer are 
that we might, with Jehovah’s help, con- 
tinue in the full-time service on into eter- 
nity in association with Jesus Christ and 
in the presence of Jehovah God.

3536 (Pagt I ) (Sec instruction( on reverse)
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Tyrol. Presently, we are working in Vorarl- 
berg again, in the Forest of Bregenz. In 
our various assignments, we have aided 
in obtaining seven Kingdom Halls. Also, 
when we started in three of our assign- 
ments, there were either no Kingdom pub- 
lishers or only one or two. But, in time, 
we saw the founding of new congregations 
in these places. Although we do not have 
children of our own, we have many spir- 
itual children and grandchildren with 
whom we are united in a surpassing bond 
of warm love.

WHAT HAS HELPED US NOT TO GIVE UP
Even after surviving great tests of our 

faith in concentration camps, we have ex- 
perienced temptations to give up our full- 
time service to Jehovah. There have been 
health problems due to advancing age and 
the aftereffects of our years in concentra- 
tion camps. And in recent years the in- 
difference of people in territories where 
materialism has such a hold has often been 
discouraging. Thus the wish has some- 
times arisen for a more tranquil life with 
more ease and conveniences than are en- 
joyed by a full-time Kingdom proclaimer. 
What has helped us to endure?

For one thing, we have kept our eyes 
on the examples of faithful servants of 
Jehovah who left everything behind to 
serve him—persons like Abraham, Sarah, 
Moses, the apostle Paul and our greatest 
example, Jesus Christ. This has helped us 
to maintain the right attitude and hold 
to true values. We have kept in mind 
Jesus’ advice: “Keep on, then, seeking 
first the kingdom and his righteousness.” 
Also, we have remembered what Jesus said 
earlier in his Sermon on the Mount: “For 
where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.”—Matt. 6:33, 21.

This is what we have always tried to do, 
to keep our hearts focused on the king- 
dom of God and on serving him with all 
that we have. Holding this as a precious
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Especially with the coming of Jesus 
Christ as the seed of promise, the time had 
arrived for peoples of all nations to praise 
Jehovah. This is the point the apostle 
Paul made when writing to Christians at 
Rome: “Christ actually became a minister 
of those who are circumcised in behalf of 
God’s truthfulness, so as to verify the 
promises He made to their forefathers, 
and that the nations might glorify God 
for his mercy. Just as it is written: ‘That 
is why I will openly acknowledge you 
among the nations and to your name I will 
make melody.’ And again he says: ‘Be 
glad, you nations, with his people.’ And 
again: ‘Praise Jehovah, all you nations, 
and let all the peoples praise him.’ ” 
—Rom. 15:8-11.

While Jehovah God dealt exclusively 
with the Israelites for many centuries, he 
was actually working out matters for the 
blessing of all mankind through the seed 
of Abraham, primarily Jesus Christ. On 
the basis of Jesus’ giving his life in sacri- 
fice, peoples of all nations can have their 
sins forgiven and can gain an approved 
standing before the Most High. Truly, 
then, people of all nations have reason to 
give thanks to Jehovah for his loving- 
kindness and trueness in producing the 
seed of promise as a natural descendant 
of Abraham.

/ 1 W  F THE 150 inspired psalms, Psalm 
■  l f l־  117 is the shortest. It reads: 

“Praise Jehovah, all you nations; 
commend him, all you clans. For toward 
us [the Israelites] his loving-kindness has 
proved mighty; and the trueness of Jeho- 
vah is to time indefinite. Praise Jah, you 
people!”

This song of praise is an invitation for 
all the nations to praise Jehovah because 
of having witnessed the grand way in 
which he has dealt with his people Israel. 
His dealings reveal him to be a God worthy 
of praise and commendation.

Despite the sinfulness and repeated fail- 
ings of the Israelites, Jehovah was merci- 
ful and compassionate. He loyally stuck 
to his promise made to Abraham that ‘by 
means of his seed all nations of the earth 
would bless themselves.’ (Gen. 22:18) All 
during the centuries until that seed of 
promise finally came, Jehovah God did 
not cast Israel off as his people. Thus, he 
proved himself to be a God of loving- 
kindness. He also manifested his trueness 
by fulfilling his word of promise. Joshua, 
for example, reminded the Israelites: “You 
well know with all your hearts and with 
all your souls that not one word out of all 
the good words that Jehovah your God 
has spoken to you has failed. They have 
all come true for you.”—Josh. 23:14.
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"As regards the prophet 
that prophesies of peace 
when the word of the  
prophet comes true the  
prophet whom Jehovah 
has sent in truth will 
become known."

-Jer. 28 :9 .

CHRISTIAN
NEUTRALITY AS BOD'S WAR APPROACHES

its readers against all forms of occultism 
but it contains many predictions about 
world developments in our own 20th cen- 
tury. It has much to say about the political 
affairs of our times. But, because of this, 
is this book meddling in the politics of 
our day? Is this book encouraging its 
readers to dabble in human politics so as 
to interfere with political rulers? To poli- 
ticians who want to accuse the Holy Bible 
of being such a book, we answer, No! In 
one of the last books of the Bible the 
Christian apostle John writes:

“Do not be loving either the world or the 
things in the world. If anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him; because 
everything in the world—the desire of the 
flesh and the desire of the eyes and the showy 
display of one’s means of life—does not 
originate with the Father, but originates with 
the world. Furthermore, the world is passing 
away and so is its desire, but he that does the 
will of God remains forever.”—1 John 2:15-17.
The very last book of the Bible, also writ- 
ten by this same apostle John, describes 
how this world and its politics will pass 
away.

"AND AS for you men, do not listen 
to your prophets and to your practicers 
of divination and to your dreamers and 
to your practicers of magic and to 
your sorcerers, who are saying to you: 
‘You men will not serve the king of 
Babylon.’ ” Such words of long ago during 
the days of the Babylonian Empire fit 
right in with the world situation today. 
Why so? Because the world still abounds 
with dreamers, magicians, diviners and 
sorcerers. (Jer. 27:9) World capitals, like 
Washington, D.C., are notorious for their 
spiritists, and these are eagerly consulted 
by perplexed politicians. Because such 
fortune-tellers, clairvoyants, spirit medi- 
urns, interpreters of dreams and predictors 
of future events give advice and counsel 
to government officials, those dealers with 
the occult can have an important effect 
upon the politics of the world. Yet these 
occultists are not directly meddling in 
politics.

2There is an ancient book that advises
1. W hy do the words of Jerem iah 27:9 against occultism  
fit right in with the world situation today?
2. Is the Bible, because of predicting world develop- 
m ents, m eddling in politics, and what answer does 
1 John 2:1517־ provide for that question?

THE W A TC H TO W E R  —  N O VEM B ER  1 , 1 9 7 91 6



to speak to them. Do not take away a word. 
Perhaps they will listen and return, each one 
from his bad way, and I shall have to feel 
regret for the calamity that I am thinking to 
execute upon them because of the badness of 
their dealings. And you must say to them: 
‘This is what Jehovah has said, “If you will 
not listen to me by walking in my law that I 
have put before you, by listening to the words 
of my servants the prophets, whom I am send- 
ing to you, even rising up early and sending 
them, whom you have not listened to, I will, in 
turn, make this house like that in Shiloh, and 
this city I shall make a malediction to all the 
nations of the earth.” ' ” ” ’—Jer. 26:16־.

5Jeremiah was a priest, and yet, by 
obeying this divine command, he was not 
attempting to mix priesthood and state- 
craft. He was just giving a warning from 
Jehovah for the benefit of the nation. He 
left it up to the governmental rulers and 
the people to heed that divine warning. 
Jehovah had a right and an obligation to 
warn the Kingdom of Judah because its 
people were in a national covenant with 
him as their God. In his Law given to 
them through Moses he warned the nation 
of what would result if they broke this 
covenant between God and man. So God’s 
prophet Jeremiah was not trying to mix 
priestcraft with statecraft, but was merely 
giving the people a warning from the God 
with whom they had a covenant. If they 
broke this covenant still further, their 
temple at Jerusalem would lose Jehovah’s 
ark of the covenant just as Shiloh’s taber- 
nacle had lost it.

6 Jeremiah was not there setting an ex- 
ample for the clergymen of modern-day 
Christendom to meddle in national politics. 
Today those of the Jeremiah class realize 
that they have no right to butt in on pol- 
itics in any nation or bloc of nations, not 
even nations of Christendom. They know 
that, despite her claims, Christendom is
5. By delivering the foregoing m essage, w hy was Jer- 
emiah not m ixing priestcraft w ith  politics?
6. The absence of w hat com m ission from Jehovah bars 
the Jerem iah class from m eddling in the politics of 
Christendom, and, respecting her, w hat words of Jesus 
does this class heed?

1 7

3However, there are religious leaders, 
even popes, patriarchs and archbishops, 
that argue against Christian neutrality 
and say that it is the bounden duty of 
each and every Christian to take an active 
part in the political affairs of this world. 
For Bible examples to support their stand, 
they will point to ancient Hebrew proph- 
ets, like Jeremiah the son of priest Hilkiah 
of the seventh century before our Com- 
mon Era. In fact, the words of Jeremiah 
27:9, quoted at the start of this article, 
were part of what Jehovah God told Jere- 
miah to say to the diplomatic represen- 
tatives from the kingdoms of Edom, Moab, 
Ammon, Tyre and Sidon. (Jer. 27:1-4) So, 
then, since the “war of the great day of 
God the Almighty” a t Har-Magedon is 
now rapidly approaching, let us examine 
God’s use of Jeremiah at that ancient time. 
Does the example of Jeremiah allow for 
true Christians of today to violate Christ- 
like neutrality and to dabble in worldly 
politics of any kind? Let us find out.

4 We pick up our story in the year 628 
B.C.E., or 21 years before the Babylonians 
destroyed Jerusalem. This was the first 
year of the reign of Jehoiakim, the third 
last king of Jerusalem. In the fourth year 
after that Jeremiah gave his prophecy 
concerning King Nebuchadnezzar of Bab- 
ylon and the “cup” of Jehovah that was to 
be served on more than 20 kings and king- 
doms, including Edom, Moab, Ammon, 
Tyre and Sidon. (Jer. 25:1-3) The prophet 
dates the matter for us, saying:

“In the beginning of the royal rule of 
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, the king of Judah, 
this word occurred from Jehovah, saying: ‘This 
is what Jehovah has said, “Stand in the court- 
yard of the house of Jehovah, and you must 
speak concerning all the cities of Judah that 
are coming in to bow down at the house of 
Jehovah all the words that I will command you

3. What attitude toward politics do religious leaders 
urge upon Christians, and to  whom do they point as 
Bible exam ples in support?
4. In the first year o f Jehoiakim ’s reign, w hat did 
Jehovah by m eans of Jerem iah say he would do to  
the tem ple and Jerusalem  under certain circum stances?
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looked. Their guiltiness before Him they 
passed over, stilling their conscience. Sim- 
ilar have been the cases involving the 
anointed Jeremiah class of modern times. 
The religious leaders of Christendom have 
put forth the same demand for drastic 
action. They have taken the lead in the 
clamor for putting the Jeremiah class to 
death, thus to be freed from the pricks 
of their own bad consciences.

9 Among the princes who worked for 
the deliverance of Jeremiah from the 
death sentence was Ahikam the son of 
Shaphan. The princes did not yield to the 
religious pressure. They recognized Jere- 
miah as really being Jehovah’s mouth- 
piece. They did not want Jehovah to 
charge them with the innocent blood of 
his faithful servant. They decided in favor 
of Jeremiah: not guilty! His defense put 
them in the mood to recall historical ex- 
amples. For instance, they were nearly 
100 years closer to what Micah had proph- 
esied against Judah and Jerusalem. King 
Hezekiah kept himself from bloodguilt by 
not having Micah put to death for sup- 
posedly seditious language, harmful to the 
State. “So,” said the elders in arguing for 
cautious handling of Jeremiah’s case, “we 
are working up a great calamity against 
our souls.״—Jer. 26:16-19, 24; Mic. 3:9-12.

10As a contrast to King Hezekiah who 
took to heart Jehovah’s warning by Micah, 
there was Hezekiah’s great-great-grandson 
then in his first year on the throne of 
Jerusalem, Jehoiakim himself! He bloodied 
up the very first year of his reign by hav- 
ing Urijah the son of Shemaiah put to 
death. To escape the wrath of King Jehoia- 
kim, the prophet Urijah had fled to Egypt. 
But, without any reported arrangement 
with Egypt for extraditing Urijah, the 
vengeful king sent men to hunt down Uri-
9. In Jerem iah’s case did the princely judges yield to 
religious pressure, and how did they want to avoid 
calam ity?
10. How did the conduct of K ing Jehoiakim  toward the 
prophet Urijah contrast w ith that of K ing Hezekiah?
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not in a covenant with Jehovah. She may 
claim to be in the new covenant that was 
mediated by the One who is greater than 
Moses, Jesus Christ, but the facts belie 
that claim. Hence, those of the Jeremiah 
class know full well that they have no 
commission from Jehovah God to dictate 
to the nations of Christendom or to take 
an active part in the politics of such na- 
tions. Their faithfully declaring Jehovah’s 
warning to Christendom as well as to the 
non-Christian nations is no taking part 
in worldly politics. They do not love 
“either the world or the things in the 
world,” but stay true to Jesus’ words: 
“They are no part of the world.” (John 
17:14,16; 1 John 2:15) In strict neutrality 
they abstain from political matters of all 
kinds.

THE RELIGIOUS REACTION
7 The other priests and the so-called 

“prophets” haled Jeremiah before a judi- 
cial session of the princes and before the 
people at an entrance to the temple. They 
accused him of seditious talk. “To this 
man the judgment of death belongs,” they 
said, “because he has prophesied concern- 
ing this city just as you have heard with 
your own ears.” (Jer. 26:7-11) In closing 
his defense, Jeremiah said to the Jeru- 
salem court: “Only you should by all 
means know that, if you are putting me 
to death, it is innocent blood that you are 
putting upon yourselves and upon this 
city and upon her inhabitants, for in truth 
Jehovah did send me to you to speak in 
your ears all these words.”—Jer. 26:12-15.

8 What a spirit of nationalism these seek- 
ers for Jeremiah’s blood exhibited! It 
should have swept the court off its feet, 
just as similar patriotic pleas in other 
courtrooms have recently done. The plea 
of Jehovah for their reformation was over-
7. In closing his defense before the Jerusalem  court, 
what, according to Jerem iah 26:1215־, did Jeremiah  
say?
8. How have the clergy of Christendom acted sim ilarly  
to Jerusalem ’s “patriots” toward the Jeremiah class?
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declare against the modern counterpart 
of Judah and Jerusalem, as well as against 
all other political parts of this system of 
things. Even though they are driven “un- 
derground” in some areas, they do not 
work to subvert established governments 
in order to force what they declare to 
come true. They resist all pressure to make 
them compromise with this or that polit- 
ical party. They refuse to abandon Chris- 
tian neutrality.

14Thus, intransigent, they keep them- 
selves “no part of the world.” They well 
know that Jehovah God the Almighty can 
take care of himself. The war is his! It 
is not theirs to fight! They stand firm in 
Christian integrity, confident that “the 
war of the great day of God the Almighty” 
has approached, inasmuch as unseen de- 
mon forces with their occult powers are 
gathering earthly rulers to the world sit- 
uation that is symbolically called H ar- 
Magedon. (Rev. 16:13-16) So the Jeremiah 
class rejoices that its unflinching Chris- 
tian neutrality is in support of Jehovah’s 
universal sovereignty. What a grand place 
our earth will be for the Jeremiah class 
and their fellow Christian neutrals after 
they witness the triumph of Jehovah’s 
sovereignty a t Har-Magedon!

THE PLOT AGAINST 
JEHOVAH’S SERVANT-KING

15 However, the present is the time for 
Christians of the real Bible kind to be 
specially tested as to their neutrality and 
integrity. It is the time of the greatest 
international plot in all human history, 
for now it is the time of the United Na- 
tions, which today has 151 members. Why 
call the U.N. an international plot or con- 
spiracy? Because it is a man-made organi- 
zation for counteracting and holding off,
14. The Jerem iah class recognizes that the fight belongs 
to whom, and, after the fight, w hat kind of place will 
the earth be for living?
15. Why is this the tim e of the greatest international 
plot in all human history, and what does Revelation  
14:12 say this w ill m ean for God-fearing Christians?

1 9

jah and forcibly drag him back to the land 
of Judah to suffer a m artyr’s death. (Jer. 
26:20-23) Thus later on in that same 
opening year of the new king, Jeremiah 
had additional ground for prophesying 
what he did, at Jehovah’s command. In 
this connection it should be noted that 
Pharaoh Nechoh had made Jehoiakim 
king over Judah. (2 Ki. 23:34, 35) So 
Pharaoh Nechoh may have cooperated 
with King Jehoiakim in crime.

11 Jehoiakim did procure calamity for 
himself. In his eighth year of rule, King 
Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem and 
made Jehoiakim a vassal king to the new 
world power of Babylon. Three years later 
Jehoiakim met an apparently untimely 
death. His corpse was pitched outside Jeru- 
salem’s wall to have the “burial of a he- 
ass.” It was just as Jeremiah had prophe- 
sied. (Jer. 22:18, 19; 2 Chron. 36:5-8; 
2 Ki. 24:1-6) How terrible!

12 Like Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, the 
Jeremiah class of our 20th century has 
been spared from death. Not in all cases, 
and not in all lands, have the judicial 
courts yielded to the malicious desire of 
the powerful religious elements of Chris- 
tendom. There have been judges who have 
recognized the religious rights and free- 
dom of the Jeremiah class, who, here on 
earth, represent the wifelike organization 
of Jehovah God. So what happened was 
quite like what was pictured in Revelation 
12:15, 16. Popular, democratic elements 
of the “earth” came to the aid of the 
representatives of God’s “woman” and 
counteracted the efforts of Satan the Dev- 
il’s religious henchmen to engulf the Jere- 
miah class in lasting ruin.

13 Those of the Jeremiah class continue 
to declare all that God commands them to
11. W hat calam ity did Jehoiakim  thus procure for 
him self?
12. Like Jerem iah of old, how has the Jerem iah class 
of today been delivered from death at the hand of 
the religious elem ent?
13. W hat do those of the Jerem iah class continue to 
declare, w hile not com promising on what issue?
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18 Consequently, the prophecy of Jere- 
miah, chapter 27, has up-to-date meaning 
for us. There the prophet’s record says:

“In the beginning of the kingdom of Jehoia- 
kim the son of Josiah, the king of Judah [in 
628 B.C.E.], this word occurred to Jeremiah 
from Jehovah, saying: ‘This is what Jehovah 
has said to me, “Make for yourself bands and 
yoke bars, and you must put them upon your 
neck. And you must send them to the king of 
Edom and to the king of Moab and to the king 
of the sons of Ammon and to the king of Tyre 
and to the king of Sidon by the hand of the 
messengers who are coming to Jerusalem to 
Zedekiah the king of Judah. And you must 
give them a command for their masters, say- 
ing: ‘This is what Jehovah of armies, the God 
of Israel, has said; this is what you should say 
to your masters.” ” ”—Jer. 27:1-4.

19 We note that here two kings are 
named as reigning over Judah and Jeru- 
salem, first Jehoiakim, and then his broth- 
er Zedekiah, who reigned after Jehoiakim 
and his son Jehoiachin. If the name Je- 
hoiakim is correct in Jeremiah 27:1, then 
Jeremiah got this prophecy in 628 B.C.E. 
and kept it in reserve for 11 years before 
acting upon it. But three Hebrew manu- 
scripts and the Syriac and Arabic versions 
of Jeremiah 27:1 say “Zedekiah” instead 
of “Jehoiakim,” and this is how many 
modern Bible translations state the mat- 
ter.* At any rate, Jeremiah’s taking action 
in obedience to Jehovah’s command is laid 
in the reign of King Zedekiah and on the 
occasion when the envoys from five neigh- 
boring lands, Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre 
and Sidon, came to Jerusalem to deal with 
King Zedekiah. By this time Nebuchad-

* See The B ible  in L iv ing E nglish  (B y in g to n ); The  
Jerusalem  B ib le ; The N ew  E nglish  B ib le; The N ew  
Am erican B ible , which puts the opening words of the 
verse in brackets and has a footnote reading “Zede- 
kiah” ; R evised  S tandard V ersion; An A m erican Trans- 
la tion ; Moffatt; and the Good N ew s Bible.

18. In the first year of Jehoiakim ’s rule, what w as 
Jeremiah told to make, and to whom w as he to send  
them along w ith  a m essage?
19. According to the regular Hebrew text, when did 
Jerem iah get Jehovah’s m essage, and on w hat occasion  
did he act upon it?
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as long as possible, the rightful rule of 
Jehovah’s kingdom by means of his Christ. 
Which will prevail, Jehovah’s Messianic 
kingdom or the United Nations? The se- 
curity and peace of all peoples are im- 
plicated. Foretelling how trialsome the 
period of the United Nations as an agency 
for world protection would be, Revelation 
14:12 says: “Here is where it means en- 
durance for the holy ones, those who ob- 
serve the commandments of God and the 
faith of Jesus.”—Compare Isaiah 8:12, 13.

18Nineteen centuries ago there was an 
international plot or concerting of efforts 
against Christ himself, God permitting 
this to bring about the martyrdom of 
Jesus. (Acts 3:13; 4:27; 13:28, 29; 1 Tim. 
6:13) This was foretold in Psalm 2:1-4. 
Both this psalm and its partial fulfillment 
19 centuries ago pointed forward to the 
international conspiracy against Jehovah 
and his Christ at this time when the full 
right to the “kingdom of the world” be- 
longs to them both.—Rev. 11:15-18.

17 True Christians will recognize the 
present international plot as in operation 
against Jehovah and his Christ. So they 
will continue to endure in their Christlike 
neutrality, holding fast to the position that 
they took back in 1919 at the Cedar Point 
(Ohio) convention of the International 
Bible Students Association, advocating 
Jehovah’s kingdom by Christ as against 
the proposed League of Nations for world 
peace and safety, such League being now 
succeeded by the United Nations. Their 
position is the one that the prophet Jere- 
miah himself would take today, for he 
gave inspired warning about a like plot 
against the rule of Jehovah’s royal “ser- 
vant.”
16. W hat international conspiracy was there 19 centu- 
ries ago, and to what did its partial fulfillm ent of Psalm  
2 :1 4 ?point forward ־
17. The w itnesses of Jehovah recognize the present 
world organization to be operating against whom, and 
to w hat stand, taken in 1919, do they stick today?

20



from Jehovah to the envoys from the 
five-nation coalition, he was not meddling 
in politics, for his God, Jehovah, was “King 
of the nations״ and was doing the five 
nations a favor by giving them a warning 
of national importance. Emphasizing his 
own universal sovereignty, Jehovah told 
Jeremiah to say to them:

“I myself have made the earth, mankind and 
the beasts that are upon the surface of the 
earth by my great power and by my stretched■ 
out arm; and I have given it to whom it has 
proved right in my eyes. And now I myself 
have given all these lands into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my ser- 
vant; and even the wild beasts of the field I 
have given him to serve him. And all the na- 
tions must serve even him and his son [Evil- 
merodach] and his grandson [Belshazzar] until 
the time even of his own land comes, and 
many nations and great kings must exploit 
him as a servant.״—Jer. 2 7 : 5 2  ;Ki. 25:27 ־7; 
Dan. 5:1, 11, 18, 22.

23 So, by Jehovah’s decree, it was to be 
a long time—in fact, 70 years—that the 
nations swallowed up by the Babylonian 
Empire were to bear the yoke of servitude. 
Such servitude was symbolized by the 
bands and yoke bars that Jehovah told 
Jeremiah to make and give to the foreign 
envoys who visited King Zedekiah. Revolt 
by those nations could not break God’s 
decree.

“ 'And it must occur that the nation and the 
kingdom that will not serve him, even Nebu- 
chadnezzar the king of Babylon; . . . with the 
sword and with the famine and with the 
pestilence I shall turn my attention upon that 
nation,’ is the utterance of Jehovah, ‘until I 
shall have finished them off by his hand.’ ” 
—Jer. 27:8.

24 Today, in the time of the Jeremiah 
class, as well as back there in King 
Zedekiah’s day, it would be better to heed 
the counsel of the Sovereign Lord of the
23. How long was the servitude to Babylon to be, 
and what would befall the nation resisting Jehovah’s 
decree ?
24. Why m ust Jehovah's Servant-King, Jesus Christ, 
now rule am idst his enem ies?

21

nezzar had been emperor of Babylon at 
least eight years and had deported King 
Jehoiachin to Babylon and had put his 
uncle Zedekiah on the throne of Jeru- 
salem. As a vassal king, Zedekiah owed 
allegiance to Babylon.

20 The coming of envoys from five neigh- 
boring lands was a concerted action. It 
represented a concerted movement. From 
what Jeremiah was told to say to these 
envoys, it is evident that a plot was afoot 
to stir up a combined revolt against Em- 
peror Nebuchadnezzar. The predictors and 
the practicers of occult arts favored the 
revolt. That is why Jeremiah was told to 
say to the envoys: “And as for you men, 
do not listen to your prophets and to your 
practicers of divination and to your dream- 
ers and to your practicers of magic and 
to your sorcerers, who are saying to you: 
‘You men will not serve the king of Bab- 
ylon.’ For falsehood is what they are 
prophesying to you, for the purpose of 
having you taken far away from off your 
ground; and I shall have to disperse you, 
and you will have to perish.”—Jer. 27: 
9, 10.

21 Just as today the demons are leading 
the political rulers to Har-Magedon, to 
“the war of the great day of God the 
Almighty,” so back there the same de- 
mons were urging the political rulers of 
the lands from which the envoys came to 
hatch a united revolt against Jehovah’s 
“servant,” Nebuchadnezzar. (Rev. 16:13- 
16) Logically, those nations did not object 
when King Zedekiah of Judah did revolt 
in the ninth year of his reign.

22 When Jeremiah delivered messages
20. W hat kind of m ovement did the coming of those 
five envoys represent, and w hy were they told not to 
listen to the words of the occultists?
21. Back there, what were the demons urging the na- 
tions concerned to do?
22. W hen Jerem iah delivered the m essage from Jehovah  
to those envoys, w hy w as he not m eddling in politics, 
and how did Jehovah em phasize his sovereignty in 
the m essage?
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let them, please, beseech Jehovah of armies, 
that the utensils that are remaining over in 
the house of Jehovah and the house of the 
king of Judah and in Jerusalem may not come 
into Babylon.’ .־Jer. 27:1618—״

26 In Jerusalem the temple with its pil- 
lars was still standing. In its courtyard 
there was still the big washbasin called 
“the sea״ and the carriages for smaller 
movable basins and many other utensils 
for use by the priests and Levites. What 
about all these temple appurtenances?

“This is what Jehovah of armies, the God of 
Israel, has said concerning the utensils that 
are remaining over at the house of Jehovah 
and the house of the king of Judah and Jeru- 
salem, * “To Babylon is where they will be 
brought and there they will continue to be until 
the day of my turning my attention to them,” 
is the utterance of Jehovah. “And I will bring 
them up and restore them to this place.” ’ ” 
—Jer. 27:1922־.

27 What did this utterance of Jehovah 
mean? This: That the international plot 
against the rule of Jehovah’s “servant” 
would fail. The religious prophets and oc- 
cultists who foretold events must prove to 
be false, misleading the credulous people 
to destruction. It is for our safety not to 
listen to them. Our trust must be not in 
the United Nations or any other inter־ 
national organization but in Jehovah’s 
kingdom by his own Servant-King, Jesus 
Christ. In Christian neutrality toward the 
political affairs and conflicts of this world, 
we will submit our necks to the yoke of 
the one whom Jehovah designated, the 
one whom he backs up as his field marshal 
in the oncoming “war of the great day of 
God the Almighty” at Har-Magedon. This 
will lead to our sharing in the fruits of his 
glorious victory in Jehovah’s righteous 
new order.
26. Instead of utensils being returned soon, what w as 
to happen to the rem aining utensils, according to 
Jehovah’s utterance?
27. (a) W hat did Jehovah’s utterance mean as respects 
the international p lot? (b) So what course w ill lead 
to our sharing in the fruits of victory by Jehovah’s 
field marshal in the New Order?

universe than to heed the demons. (Jer. 
27:9-11) We certainly do not want to get 
enmeshed with an international conspiracy 
against Jehovah’s Servant-King, Jesus 
Christ. The political rulers, particularly 
those of Christendom, have been notified 
by numerous proclamations made by the 
anointed Jeremiah class, but the rulers 
prefer to stay in the United Nations. (Jer. 
27:12-15; Rev. 17:12, 13) They tightly 
hold onto their national sovereignties and 
flatly refuse to bring their necks under 
the royal yoke of Jehovah’s Servant-King. 
Not taking seriously the end of the Gen- 
tile Times in 1914, the political rulers do 
not acknowledge that they are in a global 
conspiracy against the global rulership of 
Jehovah’s Servant-King. But, just as Zed- 
ekiah was allowed to be king of Judah by 
Jehovah’s “servant,” Nebuchadnezzar, so 
now with the political rulers, including 
those of Christendom. They have been al- 
lowed to keep on running political mat- 
ters since 1914. Consequently Jehovah’s 
Servant-King must now rule amidst his 
enemies, the conspirators against him.

25 Since political rulers demonstrate that 
they will not bring their necks under the 
“yoke” of Jehovah’s Servant, his en- 
throned Son in heaven, what must the 
Jeremiah class do? Turn to the people, to 
individuals. To the people the Jeremiah 
class must expose the promoters of con- 
spiracy.

“This is what Jehovah has said, ‘Do not listen 
to the words of your prophets that are proph- 
esying to you, saying: “Look! The utensils of 
the house of Jehovah are being brought back 
from Babylon soon now!” For falsehood is 
what they are prophesying to you. Do not listen 
to them. Serve the king of Babylon and keep 
on living. Why should this city become a 
devastated place? But if they are prophets and 
if the word of Jehovah does exist with them,

25. (a) Because of the refusal of the rulers to take 
heed, to whom m ust the Jerem iah class turn w ith the 
m essage? (b) If the prophets of early relief were from  
Jehovah, what were they told to pray about the yet 
rem aining utensils?
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1, 2. (a) To w hat tem ptation  
does the prophesying of good 
things to come w ithout foun- 
dation for it expose us ? 
(b) W hat is the highest ques- 
tion for settlem ent now, and 
w hat has pushed it to the 
fore?

V T־־» A T U R A L LY  
C J  \  we all like to 
hear prophecies or 
predictions of good 
things to come shortly, 
within our lifetime. 
This exposes us to a 
great temptation. We 
may like to accept 
some prediction as the 
truth because we like 
it, but not because 
there is a solid foun- 
dation for it or an au- 
thoritative source for 
it. This might induce 
us to take an action 
that would result in 
harm to us. This is
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dom deserves to rule since the Gentile 
Times ended in 1914.

3The people who heard the Kingdom 
proclamation in some 190 languages world 
wide have simply been obliged to take a 
stand. Are they now for Jehovah’s right- 
ful rule by Christ or not? This earth on 
which we live is the property of its Cre- 
ator, not of us creatures. According to 
the count of time in the Creator’s book, 
the Bible, the time that he allotted for 
world domination by the earthly nations, 
including those of Christendom, expired 
in early autumn of 1914. How did He 

mark the end of such 
Gentile Times? By tak- 
ing over his “great pow- 
er” to rule as King and 
by associating his heav- 
enly Son, Jesus Christ, in 
his world government 
from heaven. (Rev. 11: 
15-18) So his Son now 
reigns. (Ezek. 21:25-27) 
Now is the time for Gen- 
tile nations to yield their 
sovereignty to Jehovah.

4 Back in 614 B.C.E. a 
like state of affairs ob- 
tained in the Kingdom 
of Judah. There was then 
a world menace! From 
where? From what God 
called “the families of 
the north.” This meant 
the Babylonian World 
Pow er, w hich w ould

particularly the case when our eternal fu- 
ture is involved. Such is the case NOW! 
Why is this so now?

2 The reason is that the highest question 
for settlement is now squarely before all 
mankind. That question is, Who shall rule 
the world? What has pushed this pre- 
dominant issue to the fore is not the end- 
less contest between the free-enterprise, 
capitalistic nations and the socialistic, 
Communistic nations. Rather, the procla- 
mation that Jehovah’s Christian witnesses 
have made about His kingdom by Christ 
is the factor that has done so. That king­

3. (a )  So th e  p e o p le s  h ave  
been obliged to take a stand  
r e g a r d in g  w h a t  q u e s t io n ?  
(b) W hy should the Gentile 
nations yield their sovereignty  
to Jehovah ?
4, 5. (a) W hat menace to the 
Middle East existed back in 
614 B.C.E. ? (b) By then what 
had happened to the holy uten- 
sils of Jerusalem ’s temple, and 
how only could Hananiah’s 
prediction concerning them  come 
true?
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hovah has sent in truth will become 
known.״—Jer. 28:1-9.

7 Jehovah’s greatest prophet, Jesus 
Christ, foretold war, famine, pestilence, 
earthquakes and other calamities for our 
times since 1914, all of this to climax in 
a “great tribulation” without equal in all 
previous human history. (Matt. 24:422־) 
Today Jehovah’s Witnesses point out how 
Jesus’ prophecy has progressively come to 
fulfillment since 1914. He foretold no last- 
ing peace for this world in the immediate 
future, within this generation. Whom, 
then, did Jehovah send and who are the 
ones that speak in his name, Christendom’s 
clergy who prophesy oppositely, or the 
Jeremiah class of today? Future events 
will identify the truthtellers.

8 The false prophet Hananiah must have 
had confidence in the success of an inter- 
national uprising against Jehovah’s “ser- 
vant,” for he now took dramatic action:

He “took the yoke bar from off the neck 
of Jeremiah the prophet and broke it. And 
Hananiah went on to say before the eyes 
of all the people: ‘This is what Jehovah has 
said, “Just like this I shall break the yoke of 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon within 
two full years more from off the neck of all 
the nations.׳”  ”—Jer. 28:10, 11.

9 However, would such a prophecy come 
true just because of its being declared in 
Jehovah’s name? No! Jehovah could not 
do what Hananiah prophesied and at the 
same time fulfill the opposite prophecy of 
Jeremiah. Hence, international revolt 
against Jehovah’s announced “servant” 
was doomed! “Go,” said Jehovah later to 
Jeremiah, “and you must say to Hananiah, 
‘This is what Jehovah has said: “Yoke 
bars of wood you have broken, and instead 
of them you will have to make yoke bars
7. W hat did Jesus Christ foretell for our tim es since 
1914, and what question regarding truthtellers has 
arisen today ?
8. After Jerem iah's reply, w hat dram atic action did 
Hananiah take, and w hat tim e prophecy did he then 
make?
9. W hat did Jehovah now tell Jerem iah to say about 
yoke bars, and w hy?

make an invasion into the Middle East by a 
northern route. (Jer. 1:13-15; 25:9, 26) 
The Middle East was already under the 
domination of King Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon. This was particularly so since 
620 B.C.E., when Jehoiakim of Jerusalem 
became a vassal king to Babylon. His 
brother Zedekiah proved to be the last 
vassal king of the holy city, Nebuchad- 
nezzar putting him upon the throne after 
demanding his sworn allegiance. When 
Nebuchadnezzar left Jerusalem for home, 
he took the deposed king Jehoiachin and 
Jewish nobles into exile. He also carried 
off sacred utensils from Jehovah’s temple, 
putting these into houses of the false gods 
in Babylon. How long were those holy 
utensils and other valuables from despoiled 
Jerusalem to stay in Babylon? That ques- 
tion was hotly disputed in the fourth year 
of Zedekiah’s reign.

5 A false prophet named Hananiah the 
son of Azzur presumed to speak in Jeho- 
vah’s name and specified, “two full years.” 
That could be only if by then Babylon was 
overthrown and Egypt returned to world 
power. By Hananiah’s prediction against 
Babylon he was bolstering up those who 
favored an international uprising against 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. Thus this was 
against Jehovah’s decree and counsel as 
already declared by Jeremiah.

6 Since Hananiah was raising false hopes 
for the land of Judah, Jeremiah closed his 
words of reply before all the priests and 
the people at the temple by saying: “As 
regards the prophets that happened to be 
prior to me and prior to you from long 
ago, they also used to prophesy concerning 
many lands and concerning great king- 
doms, of war and of calamity and of 
pestilence. As regards the prophet that 
prophesies of peace, when the word of the 
prophet comes true the prophet whom Je-
6. According to Jerem iah 28:8, 9, how did H ananiah’s 
prophecy differ from that of the prophets prior to 
Jeremiah him self?
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the clerical false prophets of Christendom 
today? They support the political rulers 
in refusing to put their necks under the 
yoke of Jehovah’s Servant-King, who is 
far greater than Nebuchadnezzar of old. 
The Jeremiah class cannot go along with 
the clergy in this. They must continue to 
point out the calamity into which the 
clergy are leading the people.

12 In those ancient days of political un- 
rest in the Middle East, even the already 
deported Jews in Babylon had false proph- 
ets among them. For those pseudoprophets 
who were building up false hopes among 
the Jewish exiles in Nebuchadnezzar’s 
land, God sent this message through Jere- 
miah:

“And as for you, hear the word of Jehovah, 
all you exiled people, whom I have sent away 
from Jerusalem to Babylon. This is what Je- 
hovah of armies, the God of Israel, has said 
concerning Ahab the son of Kolaiah and to 
Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, who are proph- 
esying to you falsehood in my own name, 
‘Here I am giving them into the hand of Nebu- 
chadrezzar the king of Babylon, and he must 
strike them down before your eyes. And from 
them a malediction will certainly be taken on 
the part of the entire body of exiles of Judah 
that is in Babylon, saying: “May Jehovah make 
you like Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom the 
king of Babylon roasted in the fire!” for the 
reason that they have carried on senselessness 
in Israel, and they keep committing adultery 
with the wives of their companions and keep 
speaking falsely in my own name the word 
that I did not command them. “And I am the 
One knowing and am a witness,״ is the utter- 
ance of Jehovah/״—Jer. 29:20-23.
Jehovah’s “servan t,” Nebuchadnezzar, 
doubtless had good political reason for 
roasting Zedekiah and Ahab in the fire, 
for, contrary to Jehovah’s counsel, they 
were acting against the interests of im- 
perial Babylon.

13 The above-quoted words were part of
12. For the Jews already exiles in Babylon, what m es- 
sage did Jerem iah have from Jehovah concerning the 
false prophets Ahab and Zedekiah?
13. Were the Jewish ex iles to expect an early deliver- 
ance from Babylon, and so what did Jerem iah’s letter  
instruct them to do?

of iron.” For this is what Jehovah of ar- 
mies, the God of Israel, has said: “A 
yoke bar of iron I will put upon the neck 
of all these nations, to serve Nebuchad- 
nezzar the king of Babylon; and they must 
serve him. And even the wild beasts of 
the field I will give him.” ’ ” (Jer. 28:12- 
14) Consequently, no international plot 
fomented by Hananiah could succeed. 
Moreover, in order for Jehovah to give 
“even the wild beasts of the field” into 
Nebuchadnezzar’s hand, Jehovah would 
turn over to him the lands of the inter- 
national plotters.

THE RELIGIOUS RINGLEADER 
GETS HIS DESERTS

10Today Christendom’s clergy-prophets 
outspokenly back up the international con- 
spiracy against Jehovah’s kingdom by his 
Christ. Jehovah’s Witnesses are not au- 
thorized to pronounce the death sentence 
upon any of them. But they can take up 
the inspired utterance of Jehovah and ap- 
ply it against the clerical false prophets, 
who, as a class, were prefigured by Han- 
aniah. So, here now let us read of Jere- 
miah’s prophetic action:

“And Jeremiah the prophet went on to say 
to Hananiah the prophet: ‘Listen, please, O 
Hananiah! Jehovah has not sent you, but you 
yourself have caused this people to trust in a 
falsehood. Therefore this is what Jehovah has 
said, “Look! I am sending you away from off 
the surface of the ground. This year you your- 
self must die, for you have spoken outright 
revolt against Jehovah.” ’ ”—Jer. 28:15, 16.

11 Hananiah, the advocate of outright 
revolt against Jehovah by the international 
plotters, lasted about two months longer. 
“So Hananiah the prophet died in that 
year [614 B.C.E.], in the seventh month.” 
(Jer. 28:17, 1) In the light of this pro- 
phetic drama of ancient times, what about
10. What action is the Jerem iah class authorized to 
take with regard to the clergy who, like Hananiah, 
support the international conspiracy against Jehovah?
11. (a) How much longer did Hananiah last? (b) Of 
w hat are the clergy of Christendom likew ise guilty, 
and so what m ust the Jerem iah class point out?
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'This is what Jehovah of armies, the God of 
Israel, has said: "For the reason that you 
yourself have sent in your name letters to all 
the people who are in Jerusalem, and to 
Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah, the priest, and 
to all the priests, saying, 'Jehovah himself has 
made you priest instead of Jehoiada the priest, 
in order to become the grand overseer of the 
house of Jehovah toward any man maddened 
and behaving like a prophet, and you must put 
him into the stocks and into the pillory; now, 
then, why have you not rebuked Jeremiah of 
Anathoth, who is behaving as a prophet to you 
people? For that is why he has sent to us at 
Babylon, saying: "It is long drawn out! Build 
houses and inhabit them, and plant gardens 
and eat their fruitage,—■ ״״״״״י י״״ —Jer. 29:2428־; 
compare Jeremiah 29:46־.

16However, on receipt of Shemaiah’s 
letter, the priest Zephaniah did not, as 
“grand overseer״ of the temple, put Jere- 
miah into the stocks and the pillory. He 
first read the letter to Jeremiah. (Jer. 
29:29) Now what?

"Then the word of Jehovah occurred to 
Jeremiah, saying: 'Send to all the exiled peo- 
pie, saying, "This is what Jehovah has said 
concerning Shemaiah of Nehelam: ‘For the 
reason that Shemaiah has prophesied to you 
people, but I myself did not send him, and he 
tried to make you trust in falsehood, therefore 
this is what Jehovah has said, "Here I am 
turning my attention upon Shemaiah of Ne- 
helam and upon his offspring. He will not come 
to have a man dwelling in the midst of this 
people; and he will not look upon the good 
that I am doing for my people,״ is the utterance 
of Jehovah, "for he has spoken outright revolt 
against Jehovah. ״ ״״״״  ”—Jer. 29:3032־.

17 By what Shemaiah prophesied and 
wrote he was fomenting revolt on the part 
of King Zedekiah of Jerusalem with the 
backing of Pharaoh of Egypt, which was 
the unrelenting opposer of the Babylonian 
World Power. But such a revolt would be 
against more than against Babylon. It 
would also be against Jehovah, who was 
then using the king of Babylon as his
16. What did the tem ple’s 44grand overseer” do w ith  
the letter from Shemaiah, and w hat w as Jerem iah  
then inspired to prophesy about Shem aiah?
17. Why was revolt against Babylon as fom ented by 
Shemaiah also a revolt against Jehovah?

2 7

the letter that Jeremiah sent from Jeru- 
salem to the exiled elders, priests, proph- 
ets and people in far-off Babylon, using 
as his mail carriers Elasah the son of 
Shaphan and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, 
when King Zedekiah of Jerusalem sent 
these two emissaries to King Nebuchad- 
nezzar at Babylon. (Jer. 29:1-3) In that 
letter of Jeremiah, Jehovah told the exiles 
to expect no early deliverance from Bab- 
ylon, but to settle down there and marry 
and multiply. Instead of scheming to re- 
volt, “seek the peace of the city to which 
I [Jehovah] have caused you to go into 
exile, and pray in its behalf to Jehovah, 
for in its peace there will prove to be 
peace for you yourselves. . . .  For this is 
what Jehovah has said, ‘In accord with 
the fulfilling of seventy years at Babylon 
I shall turn my attention to you people, 
and I will establish toward you my good 
word in bringing you back to this place.׳ ” 
—Jer. 29:4-10.

14 True to Jeremiah’s image, the Jere- 
miah class of today admonish all dedicated, 
baptized witnesses of Jehovah to be law- 
abiding, peacekeeping citizens of the lands 
in which, spiritually speaking, they are 
“aliens and temporary residents.” (1 Pet. 
2:11-15) By their relative subjection to 
“the superior authorities” they also keep 
peace with God.—Rom. 13:1-4.

15 Before the letter of Jeremiah had even 
been composed and sent on its way, a 
false prophet then in exile in Babylon, 
namely, Shemaiah of Nehelam, had sent 
letters to Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah, 
the “grand overseer” of Jerusalem’s tern- 
pie. And so in Jeremiah’s letter to the 
Babylonian exiles, Jehovah referred to this 
and went on to say:

“And to Shemaiah of Nehelam you will say,

14. Like the prophet of old, w hat does the Jerem iah  
class admonish baptized Christians to be wherever they  
are situated ?
15. What had Shem aiah the false prophet in Babylon  
done, and what com plaint did he make to the 44grand 
overseer” of Jerusalem ’s tem ple?
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Christian. (Jer. 29:16-19; Matt. 24:4-20) 
Still the clergy demonstrate that they do 
not believe the Scripturally explained 
meaning of the “sign,” and so they do not 
urge the nations to turn over their nation- 
al sovereignty to Jehovah’s now reigning 
Servant-King, Jesus Christ, who, since 
1914, shares with his heavenly Father in 
the “kingdom of the world,” something far 
grander than Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylo- 
nian Empire. Rather, the clergy approve of 
man-made schemes and support the United 
Nations, not God’s rule.

20Today, among worldly nations, revolt 
against duly constituted rulership is pun- 
ished with death to the revolters. Like- 
wise, unchristian revolt against Jehovah 
and his Servant-King earns destruction for 
so-called “Christian” religious leaders who 
speak “outright revolt against Jehovah.” 
(Jer. 29:32) Their destruction was fore- 
shadowed by that executed upon the false 
prophet Shemaiah and his offspring, who 
never saw the “good” that Jehovah pur- 
posed to do for the submissive ones of his 
exiled people. So it is not our assignment 
to work out our own immediate salvation 
by man-made means. Our attainment of 
lasting salvation lies in patiently and trust- 
fully waiting upon Jehovah for deliverance 
by a “servant” greater than Khoresh, or 
Cyrus the Persian, namely, Jesus Christ.

21 Our trying to run ahead of Jehovah 
will never bring the deliverance that we 
ardently desire. Instead of turning our 
backs upon Jehovah and leaving him out 
of consideration, we do well to imitate 
those who saw the salvation by Jehovah 
and were restored to their homeland in his 
own chosen time. Their course worthy of 
our imitation Jehovah foretold in these 
words: “You will certainly call me and
20. What deserved punishment is executed upon re- 
volters against rulership, and so how shall we attain  
to lasting salvation?
21. What course as foretold by Jehovah at Jerem iah  
concerning the subm ־29:1214 issive ex iles should we 
im itate today?
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“servant.” So Jehovah was the heavenly 
Master of the king of Babylon. Conse- 
quently, revolt against Babylon would be 
primarily revolt against Jehovah.

WAIT UPON JEHOVAH 
IN CHRISTIAN NEUTRALITY

18 Shemaiah in Babylon did not want to 
wait upon Jehovah to bring deliverance to 
the Jewish exiles, of whom he was one. 
He did not believe the earlier prophecy of 
Isaiah 44:28 through 45:4 about Khoresh, 
or Cyrus the Persian, who was to over- 
throw Babylon and restore the Jewish ex- 
iles to their homeland. Hence, Shemaiah 
wanted to run ahead of Jehovah. He 
schemed to work out salvation for himself 
and fellow exiles in his own way. He fa- 
vored a course that would bring a “yoke 
of iron” from the king of Babylon upon 
the neck of the vassal Kingdom of Judah. 
(Jer. 28:13, 14) Hence, no deliverance at 
all would come to Shemaiah the revolter. 
His offspring would be cut off, not sharing 
in Israel’s restoration!

19 We today do well to heed the counsel 
given in Jeremiah’s letter as set out in 
Jeremiah 29:8, 9. In this way we shall not 
be following the modern-day counterpart 
of that ancient pusher for revolt against 
Jehovah’s arrangement, Shemaiah of Ne- 
helam. The clergy of Christendom, who 
have not listened to the Jeremiah class 
since the Gentile Times ended in 1914, 
have proved themselves now to be like “the 
burst-open figs that cannot be eaten for 
badness.” The clergy have had their at- 
tention called to the features of the “sign” 
foretold by Jesus Christ and fulfilled since 
1914, that is to say, the “sword” of war 
even on a global scale, also devastating 
“famine” and uncontrollable “pestilence” 
and the ‘dispersing’ of helpless populations, 
even in Christendom that claims to be
18. How was Shemaiah trying to run ahead of Jehovah, 
w ith w hat consequences to him self and his offspring?
19. W hat course has the modern-day counterpart of 
Shemaiah pursued since 1914?
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thoughts that I am thinking toward you,׳ 
is the utterance of Jehovah, ‘thoughts of 
peace, and not of calamity, to give you a 
future and a hope.״ ’ (Jer. 29:11) The 
“future” that Jehovah has thought out for 
us is the most desirable one, if we now 
submit to his universal sovereignty, that 
of everlasting life with peace, prosperity 
and happiness through his King-Servant, 
Jesus Christ. This is the hope that Jeho- 
vah sets before us. With full appreciation, 
let us act in harmony with it.

•  The Vatican recently restated the belief 
that unrepentant sinners will go to a burning 

hell at death. In a letter 
to bishops on behalf of 

Warning on Pope John Paul II, the 
Hellfire Vatican said that the be- 

lief in hell was a key 
teaching of Roman Cathol- 

icism and warned against spreading doubts 
about it.

Yet, God's own inspired Word says the 
following regarding people who at one time 
sacrificed their children in burning flames to 
false gods: "And they have built the high 
places of Topheth, which is in the valley of 
the son of Hinnom, in order to burn their 
sons and their daughters in the fire, a thing 
that I had not commanded and that had not 
come up into my heart." (Jer. 7:31) Indeed, 
God says such a thing "had not come up into 
[his] heart." Should he then be accused of 
tormenting people forever?

God's Word shows that death (nonexis- 
tence), not eternal torment, is the penalty 
for sin. "The soul that is sinning— it itself 
will die." (Ezek. 18:4) The Bible clearly 
says: "The living are conscious that they will 
die; but as for the dead, they are conscious 
of nothing at all . . . for there is no work 
nor devising nor knowledge nor wisdom in 
Sheol ["the grave," "Authorized Version"; 
"hell," Catholic "Douay" version], the place 
to which you are going." (Eccl. 9:5, 10) 
The Bible also encourages us to have "hope 
toward God . . , that there is going to be a 
resurrection of both the righteous and the 
unrighteous."— Acts 24:15.
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come and pray to me, and I will listen to 
you. And you will actually seek me and 
find me, for you will search for me with 
all your heart. And I will let myself be 
found by you.״—Jer. 29:1214־.

22We are now near the end of "the 
year of goodwill on the part of Jehovah.״ 
(Isa. 61:2) So, in our favor, his words 
still apply to us: “ Ί  myself well know the

22. In view of Jehovah's “year of good w ill,’׳ we should  
act upon what hope for the future?

INSIGHT 
ON THE NEWS

•  According to the newspaper "Saarbriick- 
ener Zeitung," in the Federal Republic of

Germany, 84-year-old clergy- 
man "Father" Bertoni, a 

Did Paul witness at the trial of Corsi-
Advocate can terrorists, declared: "I am
Violence? f ° r violence of necessity."

Trying to support his stand 
for terrorism, the clergyman 

stated regarding the apostle Paul: "Paul said: 
1Without shedding of blood there can be 
no remission.' " But the district attorney coun- 
tered: "I am astonished to hear that Paul 
was a giver of counsel in the matter of 
terrorism."

The blood that Paul was talking about 
was the blood of Jesus and had nothing to 
do with supporting violence. (Heb. 9:22) 
Furthermore, Paul could not have supported 
violence, for he stated: "I am clean from the 
blood of all men." (Acts 20:26) Also, he 
was a diligent follower of Jesus, who said 
to Peter: "Return your sword to its place, 
for all those who take the sword will perish 
by the sword." (Matt. 26:52) And Paul coun- 
seled: "Return evil for evil to no one. . . . 
Be peaceable with all men. Do not avenge 
yourselves, beloved, but yield place to the 
wrath; for it is written: 'Vengeance is mine; 
I will repay, says Jehovah.'" (Rom. 12:17- 
19) Thus Paul stayed strictly neutral regard- 
ing the political conflicts of his day.— John 
17:16; Jas. 1:27.
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the) WATCHTOWER- Announcer of Jehovah's Kingdom for 100 Years
Enthusiastic Assembly in Pittsburgh Marks the Occasion

hours.” “It never becomes stale; it  is always 
fresh.” “It is the only magazine that announces 
or even talks about God’s kingdom, which is 
what the Bible is all about.” “It’s like a lifeline 
to us to help pull us out of the sea of destrue- 
tion.”

Finally, speaking for the first time to the 
assembled congregation in Pittsburgh as the 
fourth president of the Watch Tower Bible and 
Tract Society, Frederick W. Franz, him self a 
keen student of “The W atchtower” for over 60 
years, addressed the attentive audience on the 
subject “The Watchtower—Announcer of Jeho- 
vah’s Kingdom for 100 Years.” This fascinating  
doctrinal history presented the beginnings of 
“The Watchtower” in a pictorially worded set- 
ting of the world scene in which it appeared. 
Its subsequent growth during its 100 years of 
watchful service to the Christian congregation 
and the world, likened to the span of two jubilee- 
year periods, gave its 100th year of publication 
a proper Scriptural setting. Throughout the talk, 
eight enlarged facsimiles of different historically 
significant covers of “The Watchtower” were 
to be seen on the stage, having been introduced 
during the interviews preceding the talk. The 
speaker’s final words fittingly concluded the two- 
day program:

“And what can we say that is relevant to 
this occasion? That the ‘W atchtower’ magazine 
continues to be published! And how long it will 
carry on we do not know. Whether it w ill be 
published in the coming system  of things, we 
do not know. What will be its universal, world- 
wide name then, we do not know. Whether it  
will be called by what they call it over there 
in Israel, by its Hebrew name, we do not know. 
But we know that this is one of the foremost 
instruments that Jehovah God has used down 
through this past century. And it continues to 
feed God’s people, and it continues to announce 
to the whole world Jehovah’s kingdom. It is 
‘The Watchtower—Announcing Jehovah’s King- 
dom.’ And we are proud, therefore, to be the 
spreaders of this magazine, doing so from house 
to house and in street work. . . .

“As we leave this place now, may we go back 
to the field and disseminate the ‘Watchtower’ 
magazine as far and wide as we can and coop- 
erate with the Watch Tower Bible and Tract 
Society of Pennsylvania until it has served 
Jehovah’s purpose. Jehovah’s gracious blessing 
be upon all in this assembly this morning.”

“The Bible does not give us the record of 
God’s people as celebrating the 100th year of 
anything. And this morning I am not celebrating 
the 100th birthday of any man or of any thing. 
But I do have in mind the arrangement that 
God set up in his chosen people of old, the 
nation of Israel. According to the Mosaic law, 
he did arrange for sabbath years. And there was 
to be a succession of seven sabbath years, and 
this was to be climaxed by a 50th year, which 
was called the Jubilee year, in which the proc- 
lamation was to be made: ‘Proclaim liberty in 
the land to all its inhabitants.’ On that basis, 
this year of 1979 is the second Jubilee year of 
the ‘W atchtower’ magazine. And this month 
of June is the final month of that second Jubilee 
year, so that with June 30th this magazine will 
have been 100 years in circulation.”—Lev. 25:10.

Those were the opening words to an eager 
audience of 8,153 assembled in the Pittsburgh 
(Pa.) Civic Arena on June 17, 1979, spoken by 
Frederick W. Franz, president of the Watch 
Tower Bible and Tract Society. The occasion was 
the climax of two days of special activity in 
the Pittsburgh area where, 100 years ago, “The 
Watchtower” was founded. The news media 
took interest in the event and three television 
stations sent reporters to cover various features 
of the weekend’s program. Using “The Watch- 
tower” issue of July 1, 2,593 participated in 
presenting the magazine to people of the Pitts- 
burgh area on Saturday, June 16. Jehovah’s 
Witnesses were to be seen offering “The Watch- 
tower” on nearly every street corner in the 
downtown area.

Fittingly, following a song and prayer, the 
Sunday program began with a model “Watch- 
tower” study presented entirely by traveling 
overseers and their wives. Then, interviews 
were conducted by Ulysses Glass of Brooklyn 
Bethel with 26 witnesses of Jehovah, several 
of whom have been reading “The Watchtower” 
since the days of the first editor and founder 
of the magazine, Charles T. Russell. One was 
a sister born two years before “The Watchtower” 
was first published, she being 102 years old. 
When she was asked, “How long do you expect 
to serve Jehovah?” she answered: “As long as 
the Lord gives me strength.” Others said of 
“The Watchtower”: “It’s just like a letter from 
my father; I never miss an article.” “ ‘The 
Watchtower* gives us the truth and the truth 
makes us free.” “I read each issue within 24
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A respectfully and mildly presenting your feel- 
ings, manifesting your reasonableness, he may 
well be moved to see if a satisfactory solution 
can be found.—Phil. 4:5; Col. 3:18.

Your husband might urge you to accompany 
him, suggesting that you view it as a normal 
meal without your sharing in any of the holiday 
aspects. That would be a possibility, for an 
individual could be present where others are 
carrying on religious activities without per- 
sonally engaging in these. (Compare 2 Kings 
 -And the Bible does show that just be (.־5:1719
cause someone else imagines certain food to 
have a special meaning, that does not rule out 
the Christian’s eating it as normal food. (1 Cor. 
8:8; 1 Tim. 4:4) In making that point, though, 
the apostle Paul emphasized the value of con- 
sidering the consciences of others, seeking to 
avoid creating a wrong impression that might 
lead to stumbling.—1 Cor. 10:2330־.

If you did go to the family gathering and 
meal on December 25, would your relatives 
conclude that you were celebrating Christmas 
along with them? Or, perhaps because of what 
they have learned about your beliefs and what 
they would observe as to your conduct at the 
gathering, would they recognize that your 
presence then for association and a family 
meal has no religious meaning for you? You 
are the best one to evaluate the situation and 
the attitudes involved, and you should make a 
decision that you feel is wise, Christian and in 
accord with your Bible-trained conscience.

•  On my job all employees are given a Christ־ 
mas bonus. Since I do not believe in Christmas, 
should I refuse the bonus?

That depends on what the bonus actually 
signifies and how accepting it would be viewed.

As we have often shown, Christmas and 
many other holidays of Christendom are not 
based on the facts of the Bible. Actually, they 
are drawn from non-Christian worship.* The 
Bible commands Christians to keep only one 
religious observance, the yearly anniversary 
of Christ’s death.—Luke 22:19, 20.

Would accepting a *‘Christmas bonus” mean 
that one is sharing in that holiday? Perhaps 
not. It may be that the bonus is not at all 
understood as meaning that each recipient is 
celebrating Christmas. The employer may 
simply choose to give all his workers a share 
of the company’s profits at the year’s end and

* See The Truth  That L eads to  E tern a l L ife , chap. 16.
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Q U ESTIO N S
from

R EA D ER S
•  In my husband’s family it is customary for 
all the children and grandchildren to gather at 
his parents’ home for a large meal on Decern- 
ber 25. He realizes that, as one of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, I do not celebrate Christmas. But 
what about going to the meal?

You personally will have to decide whether 
that would be best in your case. Here are some 
aspects of the matter that you may want to 
consider.

In many places, the fact that most persons 
do not have to work on certain holidays means 
that these are convenient times for families to 
get together. Even Christian relatives and 
friends have used such a day for a picnic or a 
meal, though they do not celebrate the reli- 
gious holiday. This freedom from secular work 
may be one reason behind the gathering of 
your husband’s family on December 25. But if 
most of the relatives celebrate Christmas, the 
gathering may also be so that they can ex- 
change Christmas greetings and gifts.

Jehovah’s Witnesses have explained that 
Jesus’ followers were not instructed to com- 
memorate his birth, that he was not born on 
December 25 and that this date was adopted 
from a pagan Roman celebration. (1 Cor. 11: 
23-26) Thus, Jehovah’s Witnesses do not cele- 
brate Christmas, keeping in mind Jesus’ 
words: “God is a Spirit, and those worship- 
ing him must worship with spirit and truth.” 
—John 4:24.

Those of your husband’s relatives who do 
not agree with your Bible-based beliefs may 
feel free to celebrate Christmas. In fairness, 
though, they should recognize your freedom to 
refrain. If you were at the family meal and 
refrained from sharing in Christmas greetings, 
exchanging gifts or joining in other holiday 
activities, would they be embarrassed or upset? 
This would be something for you and your hus- 
band to discuss beforehand. As a Christian 
wife, you undoubtedly have respect for his 
headship, and that apparently extends to mat- 
ters such as where the family will eat. By your
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(Acts 23:1) A similar course has been followed 
by many a Christian when offered a gift by 
someone who does not know of his belief. Per- 
haps at another time, when there will be less 
likelihood of causing offense, the Christian can 
tactfully mention that he does not celebrate 
that religious holiday and can kindly, mildly 
explain that this is why he himself did not give 
any holiday gift.—1 Pet. 3:15.

But if a gift is given with the clear intent of 
showing that the Christian is not firm in his 
beliefs or will compromise for gain, then defi- 
nitely it is best to decline. It is Jehovah God 
that Christians must worship. To him alone 
we render sacred service.—Matt. 4:8-10.

"WATCHTOWER" STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
December 9: Christian Neutrality as God’s 

War Approaches. Page 16. Songs to Be 
Used: 95, 77.

December 16: Divine Judgment Against the 
False Prophets of Christendom. Page 23. 
Songs to Be Used: 79, 60.

when many of them would especially appreciate 
a lump sum to use as they desire. The bonus 
may be an evidence of gratitude for services 
rendered all year long, as well as a stimulus 
to continued good work and smooth employer- 
employee relations. The employer may give it 
to all employees, regardless of whether some, 
such as Jews, Moslems or others, do not believe 
in Christmas. So the mere timing of the gift 
or the name that has come to be used for it 
does not necessarily rule out its acceptance by 
one of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Also, even if the giver of a gift has a reli- 
gious belief as a reason for its timing, that 
does not mean that the recipient is thought to 
share the religious view. Often a fellow worker 
or relative will tell one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
T know that you do not celebrate Christmas 
(or, some other holiday), but I still want you 
to have this as a gift from me.’ If the Chris- 
tian’s conscience would be at rest in accepting 
the gift, he might choose to take it and express 
thanks without any reference to the holiday.
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