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I IIN THIS ISSUE

Inside and outside of Christendom, 
there is much talk of peace among 
the nations. However, many have 
overlooked the more important 
need of making peace with God. 
How will this affect Christendom, 
and finally all the nations? The 
articles commencing on page 9 
supply the answer
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Red brotherhood believed that the only 
international wars that could still occur 
—which were in fact ‘inevitable’—were 
those growing out of the contradictions 
inherent in capitalism.”
Yet antagonisms among Communist na- 

tions have grown over the past two de- 
cades. Finally, these exploded into open 
warfare in early 1979 when Communist 
Vietnam invaded Communist Cambodia. 
China, favoring Cambodia, then invaded 
Vietnam, which was backed by the Soviet 
Union, and tensions increased between 
China and the Soviet Union. The war 
caused shock waves throughout the world. 
The Times noted its significance:

“The conflict that spread this weekend 
from Cambodia to the border of China 
and Vietnam and to hostile exchanges be- 
tween China and the Soviet Union provides 
the final proof that no ideology makes men 
immune to ethnic and racial strife, or 
aggression and chauvinism. While an im- 
potent United Nations looks on, hot- 
headed governments with no apparent eco- 
nomic interest at stake risk even major 
war. Ugly nationalism has triumphed once 
again in the human family.”
Thus, as with every other political ide- 

ology before it, Communism shows that 
it too is incapable of bringing true peace 
and unity to all mankind. As the Times 
concluded: “Nations live as nations have 
always lived, by the code of outlaws.” 

Are you discouraged by the many de-

IT IS apparent to all reasonable persons 
that something is very wrong with this 

world. While people everywhere want to 
enjoy life, ever so many things now in- 
terfere with that enjoyment.

For example, it gets harder and harder 
to make a decent living as prices keep 
going up. Then, too, crime, family break- 
down, poverty, civil disorders, wars and 
other problems distress the human family.

As the pressures of life grow, more and 
more persons say that they do not see 
any way out of all these problems. And 
this is just what Jesus Christ foretold of 
our day when he said that there would be 
“on the earth anguish of nations, not 
knowing the way out.”—Luke 21:25.

Too, in early 1979 something else of 
great significance has been added to this 
“anguish of nations.” For the first time in 
the history of international Communism, 
nations that are Communist have gone to 
war among themselves.

“THE RED BROTHERHOOD AT 
WAR,” is the way the headline of a main 
editorial in the New York Times put it. 
The newspaper observed:

“They are singing ‘The Internationale’ 
on all sides of the Asian battles this week 
as they bury the hopes of the Communist 
fathers with the bodies of their sons.

“There was once a time when Commu- 
nists . . . felt themselves to be brothers 
incapable of war against each other . . .  the
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Yet, World War Π produced a worse 
inferno, killing 55 million people! Hideous 
new methods and machines of war were 
introduced.

One grisly reminder of that conflict can 
be seen today at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. 
There a monument stands astride the sunk- 
en battleship Arizona, which contains the 
remains of over 1,000 members of its crew 
still entombed in the ship’s hull. It is an- 
other grim testimony to man’s capacity 
for destruction and his inability to solve 
his problems.

The spirit of violence and anarchy dem- 
onstrated by governments in their deal- 
ings with one another during our time 
has infected the masses of mankind. As 
a result, crime, violence and other forms 
of antisocial behavior are epidemic, prompt- 
ing a New York Post editorial to say:

“In truth, life is so traumatic, so bloodied 
with horror that it takes a cast iron 
stomach to read the daily news. On TV, the 
agony is compounded in living color.

“Where, one wonders, is the end of it 
—of the killing, the maiming, the broken 
heads, the battered children, the casual 
murders for two dollars and a cheap wrist- 
watch? . . .

“Violence, in the 1970s, has been aptly 
called ,the cancer of our soul.’ . . . No 
adult can remember anything quite like it.”
Yes, we are eyewitnesses to the unique, 

crucial period of time Jesus was talking 
about when he foretold the “anguish of 
nations, not knowing the way out.” How- 
ever, does this mean that there is no way 
out?

No, for when Jesus uttered his prophecy 
about the “anguish of nations, not know- 
ing the way out,” these words immediately 
followed it: “But as these things start to 
occur, raise yourselves erect and lift your 
heads up, because your deliverance is get- 
ting near.” (Luke 21:28) But why should 
we ‘lift our heads up’ in encouragement 
and hope when surrounded by so much 
trouble?

pressing events that have taken place in 
world affairs during your lifetime? Many 
people are. Yet, when viewed in the light 
of Bible prophecy, these very events give 
rise to great encouragement and hope for 
the future.

How can this be so? Because these 
events are all part of the great “sign” of 
the times given by Jesus in prophecy. That 
“sign” marks our era as unique in hu- 
man history, since it will be the last one 
to experience such distressing conditions. 
—Matt. 24:3.

Jesus said that this era would begin 
with a series of unprecedented world 
events. He stated: “Nation will rise against 
nation and kingdom against kingdom.” He 
also said that, among other things, there 
would be “great earthquakes, and in one 
place after another pestilences and food 
shortages.”—Matt. 24:7; Luke 21:10, 11.

That combination of events, unparalleled 
in history, began with mankind’s first glob- 
al war, World War I. It took the lives 
of about 9,000,000 fighting men and 5,000,-
000 civilians. Its carnage was so enormous 
that a German soldier wrote in horror: 
“This generation has no future, and de- 
serves none.” He was closer to the truth 
than he may have imagined.

The war was accompanied, or shortly 
followed, by other significant events that 
fulfilled prophecy. A killer plague, the 
Spanish influenza, took over 20,000,000 
lives. Devastating earthquakes struck plac- 
es such as Italy, China and Japan, taking 
hundreds of thousands of lives. Truly, the 
events surrounding World War I were “a 
beginning of pangs of distress,” as Jesus 
foretold.—Matt. 24:8.

A grim reminder of that “beginning” 
can be observed to this day. It is reported 
that during 1979 Belgian army troops us- 
ing electronic detectors have dug up— 
each day—an average of one ton of un- 
exploded artillery shells from World War
1 battlefields in that country alone!
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later. Thus, nowhere are we told in Bible 
prophecy that humans would gradually 
perfect society through their own efforts.

Instead, Jesus foresaw that world con- 
ditions would get worse and worse until 
the entire system of things was caught up 
in what he called a “great tribulation 
such as has not occurred since the world’s 
beginning until now, no, nor will occur 
again.” (Matt. 24:21) Right now, events 
throughout the world are building up to 
that situation.

Since that is so, why could Jesus be so 
optimistic? Because he knew that the com- 
ing unprecedented convulsion in human 
affairs would be the final one. I t would 
pave the way for a new system of things, 
one that the Bible prophetically calls “new 
heavens and a new earth” in which “righ- 
teousness is to dwell.”—2 Pet. 3:13.

*"V ־TO PREVIOUS generation in hu- 
C /  x .  man history has witnessed the dis- 
tressing events that our generation has. 
Why, then, when speaking of this very 
time, would Jesus say: “As these things 
start to occur, raise yourselves erect and 
lift your heads up, because your deliver- 
ance is getting near”?—Luke 21:28.

Clearly, Jesus was saying that there 
was a lasting and satisfying solution to 
all these disturbing problems. And what is 
it? For instance, do prophecies such as 
those Jesus gave, and many others in the 
Bible, indicate that this deliverance will 
come by human efforts? No, not at all.

The harsh lesson of history is that men 
and nations, however sincere, are simply 
unable to bring true peace, security and 
lasting happiness to mankind. Their best 
efforts have ended in failure, sooner or
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and b a d .” (Gen. 3 :5 )  
Since they already had 
God’s law as to what was 
good or bad, this state- 
ment in Genesis 3:5 like- 
ly indicates that what 
humans wanted was to 
determine for themselves 
what would be good or 
bad. What our first fore- 
fathers chose to say, in 
effect, was that they did 
not need God to direct 
th e ir  lives, th a t  th e y  
could successfully run 
their own affairs.—Deut. 
32:4, 5.

Why would God per- 
mit this? Because God 
created humans as free 
moral agents, not robots. 
So he would allow their 
departure from his laws 
to demonstrate, once and 
for all time, whether hu- 
mans could successfully 
govern their own affairs 
independently of God.

God has been very pa- 
tient and long-suffering. 
He has given human rul- 
ers, and the people, every 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  p rove 
their inability to rule. In 
the past millenniums of 
time every conceivable 

form of human rule and social system has 
been tried. But history, especially the 
history of our generation, testifies to the 
fact that not one of these has brought 
lasting blessings to all mankind. The fail- 
ure of the nations to provide true peace 
or lasting security even in local regions 
of this earth plainly shows that humans 
are not capable of governing themselves 
successfully, independent of their Cre- 
ator.

However, if it is God’s purpose to es- 
tablish a righteous new order here on 
earth, why has he allowed so many thou- 
sands of years of misery and trouble? 
One important reason concerns an issue 
that was raised when the first man and 
woman decided to rebel against God’s rule.

Our first parents faced the proposition 
that by being independent from God 
they could “be like God, knowing good
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DESTROYING THIS SYSTEM
The destruction of this system is de- 

scribed in the book of Revelation (the 
Apocalypse) in this symbolic language: 
“I saw also an angel standing in the sun, 
and he cried out with a loud voice and 
said to all the birds that fly in midheaven: 
‘Come here, be gathered together to the 
great evening meal of God, that you may 
eat the fleshy parts of kings and the fleshy 
parts of military commanders and the 
fleshy parts of strong men and the fleshy 
parts of horses and of those seated upon 
them, and the fleshy parts of all, of free- 
men as well as of slaves and of small ones 
and great.’ ”—Rev. 19:17, 18.

That will be the culmination of what 
Jesus called the “great tribulation such as 
has not occurred since the world’s begin- 
ning until now, no, nor will occur again.” 
(Matt. 24:21) So God’s heavenly rule by 
Jesus Christ “will crush and put an end 
to all these kingdoms [now existing]” and 
provide a government over all the earth 
“that will never be brought to ruin.”—Dan. 
2:44.

SURVIVORS
There will be survivors of the coming 

world catastrophe, just as there were when 
the global flood of Noah’s day destroyed 
the corrupt world of tha t time. (2 Pet. 
2:5) God’s Word says: “Turn to the L ord, 
all you humble people of the land, who 
obey his commands. Do what is right, and 
humble yourselves before the L ord. Per- 
haps you will escape punishment on the 
day when the Lord shows his anger.” “It 
must occur that everyone who calls on 
the name of Jehovah will get away safe.” 
—Zeph. 2:3, TEV; Joel 2:32.

The final book of the Bible, too, as- 
sures us that there will be survivors. They 
are spoken of as being “a great crowd” 
who “come out of the great tribulation.” 
Why are they spared? Because, as the 
prophecy says, they are “rendering him

Why not? Because humans were not 
created with that ability or capacity. In- 
stead, God created them to be dependent 
upon him and his laws. (Gen. 2:16, 17) 
He created them with a real need for his 
direction. Departing from his arrange- 
ments could only result in harm, as has 
been shown throughout the centuries. It 
is like someone’s ignoring the rules for 
mental health and expecting to be men- 
tally sound, or ignoring the need for nu- 
tritious food and expecting good health, 
or ignoring the law of gravity by jumping 
off a high building and not expecting to 
get hurt, or constantly ignoring traffic 
laws and expecting never to be penalized.

Thus, it has been proved clearly that 
what God’s Word says is the truth: “To 
earthling man his way does not belong. 
It does not belong to man who is walking 
even to direct his step. Correct me, O Je- 
hovah.” (Jer. 10:23, 24) The result of 
mankind’s ignoring God and his ways is 
as the Bible says: “What you think is the 
right road may lead to death.”—Prov. 14: 
12, Today’s English Version.

The record that men and nations have 
made throughout the centuries plainly 
shows that they do not deserve to govern 
this beautiful earth. As a chief justice of 
the California Supreme Court said: “If 
we were here on a month-to-month basis, 
we would have been evicted long ago.”

While not on a “month-to-month” basis, 
mankind’s rule of this earth independent 
of God is by no means permanent. It 
is only temporary, for a limited period 
of time. And Bible prophecy shows that 
this time limit is nearing its end. Now 
that the various issues related to human 
rule have been amply demonstrated, God’s 
time is at hand to destroy this unsatis- 
factory system. After clearing it out of 
the way, he will usher in a new order of 
his making, one that will bring true and 
permanent peace, with real security and 
genuine happiness to this earth.
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So while the nations independent of 
God plunge into ever greater distress, 
God’s purpose to gather a people to in- 
herit the earthly realm under God’s king- 
dom goes on majestically. (Matt. 25:34) 
Because of what these are now learning 
regarding this wicked system’s near end, 
and the righteous new system just ahead, 
they no longer view the future with hope- 
lessness. Instead, they ‘lift their heads up, 
since their deliverance is drawing near.’ 
(Luke 21:28) They have great confidence 
in the future because they know for a 
certainty that, as the Bible says, “People 
may plan all kinds of things, but the L ord’s  
will is going to be done.”—Prov. 19:21, 
TEV.

[God] sacred service day and night.” 
—Rev. 7:9, 14, 15.

The gathering of these prospective sur- 
vivors from all nations is proceeding right 
now. All over the world those who want 
to learn about God’s purposes and who 
want to do his will are being brought to- 
gether into one international society of 
people, which will be the foundation of 
God’s incoming “new earth.” (2 Pet. 3:13) 
Unlike the nations of this world, they have 
already learned to “beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into pruning 
shears.” By so doing, they even now have 
fulfilled the prophecy: “Nation will not 
lift up sword against nation, neither will 
they learn war anymore.”—Isa. 2:2-4.

Those Leaving Jehovah Will Perish '

or protect them from the day of wrath.
The prophecy of Isaiah continues: "For 

you will become like a big tree the foliage 
of which is withering, and like a garden 
that has no water." (Isa. 1:30) Thus 
transferring the figure of the "big tree" 
and the "garden" to the idolaters, the 
prophecy showed how the unfaithful 
people would 'wither' from the heat of 
God's anger, drying up as a garden in 
a season of drought. "And," the proph- 
ecy goes on to say, "the vigorous man 
[the idolater] will certainly become tow 
[like the combustible, broken, coarse 
parts of flax], and the product of his 
activity [the idol] a spark; and both of 
them [the idolater and the idol] will cer- 
tainly go up in flames at the same time, 
with no one to do the extinguishing." 
(Isa. 1:31) What a strong warning 
this is against idolatryl Unquestionably, 
'those leaving Jehovah will perish.'

In the time of the prophet Isaiah, many 
of the inhabitants of Jerusalem and 
the land of Judah were unfaithful to Je- 
hovah their God. They were steeped in 
idolatrous practices. It was, therefore, 
against them that Jehovah directed these 
words through Isaiah: "Those leaving 
Jehovah will come to their finish. For 
they will be ashamed of the mighty 
trees that you people desired, and you 
will be abashed because of the gardens 
that you have chosen."— Isa. 1:28, 29.

In the gardens or sacred groves the 
people would offer sacrifices and burn 
incense to false deities. (Isa. 65:3; 66:17) 
"The mighty trees" also played a role 
in such idolatry. At the time for the 
executing of Jehovah's judgments, the 
sacred trees and gardens would prove to 
be a cause for the idolaters to be 
ashamed. The deities whom they had 
served would be unable to shield them
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we can fail to get the everlasting life that 
we desire if we listen to what her mouth- 
pieces have to say in this most critical 
time of all human history. According to 
the infallible Word of the God whom 
Christendom professes to worship, that 
system of nominal, professed Christianity 
is doomed, even as Jerusalem of the proph- 
et Jeremiah’s day was. (Jer. 6:1-8) By 
means of persons fully dedicated to God 
as Jeremiah was, Christendom has been

duly warned of the sure destruction in 
store for her. Yes, just like during the 
final days of Jerusalem in Jeremiah’s days, 
Jehovah God has raised up his anointed 
witnesses to be a modern Jeremiah class. 
(2 Chron. 36:15, 16) Regularly, to the 
church members of Christendom, Jehovah 
has sent these Christian witnesses of his, 
he, as it were, “daily getting up early and 
sending them.” (Jer. 7:25, 13) But all in 
vain!

1‘Look! They have rejected the very 
word of Jehovah, and what wisdom do 
they have? . . . from the prophet even 
to the priest, each one is acting falsely.”  

— Jer. 8:9, 10.

JERUSALEM of today, the city prized 
by three of this world’s major religions, 

seems again to be playing a world role. 
Will she yet prove to be the city of the 

Prince of Peace? Will she yet prove to be 
the essential factor for 
the  e s ta b lish m e n t of 
world peace? In these re- 
spects she will prove to 
be disappointing to those 
who attach high religious 
value to her. This need 
not seem strange to us, 
for even ancient Jerusa- 
lem itself failed the very 
God whose glorious tern- 
pie crowned the height 
of Mount Moriah, one of her famous hills.

2 Let us not be among those who today 
take the course that leads to inevitable 
disappointment. Christendom, who places 
high hopes in modern Jerusalem, has long 
had a commanding voice in affairs reli- 
gious and political. In spite of her prestige,
1. Why Is It not strange that Jerusalem should prove 
to be disappointing as a peace factor?
2. (a) What can we miss out on by listening to Chris- 
tendom’s mouthpieces? (b) What has Jehovah raised 
up to warn Christendom?
THE W A TC H TO W E R  —  A U G U S T  1 , 1 9 7 9
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discuss the modern-day fulfillment of Jeremiah's prophecy.
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MISPLACED TRUST IN A RELIGIOUS CHARM
4 Millions today put their trust in a 

doomed religious structure. The clergy of 
Christendom induce their church members
4, 5. (a) In what kind of structure are people of Chris- 
tendom putting trust today? (b) How does Jeremiah 
describe people who made a like mistake in his day?

3 However, Christendom’s “prophets” 
and “priests” have refused to take heed. 
They do not like to have their “flocks” dis- 
turbed. So they give them false assurances 
that belie God’s prophecies. I t was like 
that in Jeremiah’s day. It was like that 
in the days of Christ’s 
apostles. (Jer. 5:20, 21;
M att. 13:13-15; Acts 
 Do we want (־28:2527
to be like those misled 
people and refuse to 
take heed? No!
3. What pattern of reaction to 
such warning have Christen- 
dom’s “prophets״ and “priests״ 
followed?
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filed temple was destroyed in 70 C.E.
7 Particularly since 1919 C.E. the mod- 

ern Jeremiah class has been calling the 
world's notice to the defiled state of Chris- 
tendom. At the same time that church 
members carry on their worship in this 
professed Christian system of things, they 
take part in “stealing, murdering and 
committing adultery and swearing falsely.” 
They religiously sacrifice to other gods 
(Baals, Lords) in addition to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Materialistically they convert 
their religious structure into a “mere cave 
of robbers.” (Jer. 7:9-11) In spite of all 
these things detestable to Jehovah, the 
religionists of Christendom pay lip service 
to Jesus Christ and call him “Lord.” They 
think that because of doing this everything 
is all right and that their worship is ac- 
ceptable to God and Christ. But Jesus 
Christ will surprise them by calling them 
“workers of lawlessness,” because of their 
not doing his Father’s will.—Matt. 7:21-23.

8 Like the Israelites to whom Jeremiah 
delivered Jehovah’s message, the religion- 
ists of Christendom view their “temple,” 
upon which they call the name of Christ, 
as if it were a charm against calamity at 
God’s hands. They point to their nomi- 
nally Christian structure of things and 
say: “The temple of Jehovah they are!” 
(Jer. 7:4) The Roman Catholic Church 
claims to be apostolic by building up a line 
of apostolic successors going all the way 
back to Christ’s twelve apostles. The An- 
glican Church of Great Britain does some- 
thing similar with regard to its “bishops” 
(episcopal clergy). The patriarchates of 
the Eastern Orthodox Churches depend 
upon an imagined unbroken succession of 
their bishops back to the twelve apostles, 
who, they argue, had apostolic successors. 
The papacy of Rome maintains that it is
7. (a) At the same time that religionists of Christen- 
dom carry on their worship, into what do they convert 
their religious structure? (b) What do they call Jesus 
Christ, and yet what will he call them?
8. Why do the religionists of Christendom think that 
their religious structure has a charmed life?

ו ו

to do so. The people of Jerusalem and of 
the land of Judah made a like mistake in 
the days of Jeremiah. We do not desire 
to imitate them. Jeremiah was command- 
ed by Jehovah to stand in the gate of the 
temple of Jerusalem and publicly say to 
those coming in there:

5 “ ‘Do not put your trust in fallacious 
words, saying, “The temple of Jehovah, the 
temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah 
they are!” . . . Here you are putting your 
trust in fallacious words—it will certainly 
be of no benefit at all. Can there be steal- 
ing, murdering and committing adultery 
and swearing falsely and making sacrifi- 
cial smoke to Baal and walking after other 
gods whom you had not known, and must 
you come and stand before me in this 
house upon which my name has been 
called, and must you say, “We shall cer- 
tainly be delivered,” in the face of doing 
all these detestable things? Has this house 
upon which my name has been called be- 
come a mere cave of robbers in your eyes? 
Here I myself also have seen it,’ is the 
utterance of Jehovah.”—Jer. 7:4-11.

6Jeremiah was not authorized to clean 
out the temple of all the defiling things 
put there by those who would carry out 
a fusion of Jehovah’s worship with pagan 
idol worship. (Jer. 7:30, 31) But more 
than 630 years after the destruction of 
that temple Jesus Christ, as the Son of 
God, cleansed the rebuilt temple of Jeru- 
salem on two occasions. When doing so, 
Jesus used Jeremiah’s figures of speech. 
We read: “Jesus entered into the temple 
and threw out all those selling and buying 
in the temple, and overturned the tables 
of the money changers and the benches 
of those selling doves. And he said to 
them: ‘It is written, “My house will be 
called a house of prayer,” but you are 
making it a cave of robbers.’ ” (Matt. 21: 
12, 13; see also John 2:15, 16.) That de-
6. During what action did Jesus use Jeremiah’s figures 
of speech regarding the temple of Jerusalem?
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11 What happened to Shiloh in the days 
of the young prophet Samuel shocked the 
religious susceptibilities of the Israelites. 
They trusted in the sacred ark of the cove- 
nant to save them from defeat a t the hands 
of the Philistines. So it was taken out of 
the Most Holy of the tabernacle that was 
in Shiloh, and lawbreaking priests, the 
sons of high priest Eli, carried it into the 
battle. But the Ark did not protect them 
from the consequences of their violations 
of Jehovah’s law. Alas, the Ark fell into 
the hands of the pagan Philistines, Eli’s 
priestly sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were 
killed, and, on receiving the sad news, fat 
high priest Eli swooned backward, broke 
his neck and died. The Israelites contin- 
ued under oppression by the Philistines, 
and never again did the Ark, the symbol 
of Jehovah’s presence, return to its place 
in the sacred tabernacle in Shiloh, even 
though it was sent back by the plagued 
idolatrous Philistines.—1 Sam. 3:1 through 
7:2.

12 By Jeremiah, Jehovah warned that he 
would do the same to Jerusalem as he did 
to once-favored Shiloh. So he let the Bab- 
ylonians destroy Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E. 
Even the temple that King Solomon had 
built and that housed the ark of the cove- 
nant was demolished. The Ark itself dis- 
appeared from all record, its whereabouts 
not being known today. After the calamity 
upon Shiloh, the Philistines let the Israel- 
ites stay there. But after the Babylonians 
destroyed Jerusalem and its temple, they 
deported most of the surviving Jews to 
faraway Babylon. The few Jews left be- 
hind finally forsook the land in terror and 
fled to Egypt. This left the whole land of 
Judah uninhabited. Thus Jehovah threw 
those covenant-breaking Jews out from 
before his face!
11. In Samuel's days, what happened at Shiloh that 
shocked the religious susceptibilities of the Israelites?
12. How did Jehovah treat Jerusalem and the land of 
Judah as he had treated once-favored Shiloh?
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built upon the apostle Peter as “this rock” 
and so the “gates of hell” cannot prevail 
against it. (Matt. 16:18, 19, Douay) Be- 
cause of such claimed continuity of things 
from Christ’s own day, they consider 
Christendom to have a charmed life, safe 
from extermination.

9 However, if a person puts his trust in 
Christendom’s ‘charmed life,’ does this 
guarantee his safety from calamity and 
destruction with her? The apostle Paul 
warns that in the “last days” people would 
be “having a form of godly devotion but 
proving false to its power; and,” he add- 
ed, “from these turn away.” (2 Tim. 3: 
1-5) So, then, when a person goes through 
outward formalities in a house or insti- 
tution professedly dedicated to God but 
at the same time defiled by mixture with 
false worship and worldliness, does this 
ensure his being protected from God’s ex- 
pression of righteous displeasure? Well, 
what did Jehovah tell Jeremiah to say to 
the Israelites who trusted in their “tern- 
pie”? Listen:

10 “ ‘Go, now, to my place that was in 
Shiloh [about 20 miles (32 km) north of 
Jerusalem], where I caused my name to 
reside at first, and see what I did to it 
because of the badness of my people Is- 
rael. And now for the reason that you 
kept doing all these works,’ is the utter- 
ance of Jehovah, ‘and I kept speaking to 
you, getting up early and speaking, but 
you did not listen, and I kept calling you, 
but you did not answer, I will do also to 
the house upon which my name has been 
called, in which you are trusting, and to 
the place that I gave to you and to your 
forefathers, just as I did to Shiloh. And 
I will throw you out from before my face, 
just as I threw out all your brothers, the 
whole offspring of Ephraim.’ ”—Jer. 7:12- 
15.
9, 10. (a) What question arises about worshipers who 
put trust in the ‘charmed life* of Christendom? 
(b) What did Jehovah tell Jeremiah to say about the 
Jews who trusted in their temple?

12



teous indignation. Jerusalem’s modern 
counterpart, Christendom, has proved un- 
reformable. After all these years that Je- 
hovah has sent his Christian witnesses to 
warn the people of Christendom, she keeps 
on in her badness to where she is un- 
pardonable.—Jer. 7 : 1 8 9 ־26; 5:7־ .

13 Let us today learn a lesson from this. 
Let us not put our trust in what the clergy 
of Christendom think will serve as a re- 
ligious charm to save her from obliter- 
ation. The “great tribulation” that is short- 
ly coming upon her will be worse than 
that which overtook Jerusalem and its 
temple 37 years after Jesus cleansed what 
had been turned into a “mere cave of 
robbers,” the defiled temple of Jerusalem. 
—Matt. 24:1, 2, 21, 22.

FROM RELIGIOUS SANCTITY TO POLLUTION
14 No true lover of the God of the Bible 

will pray that such a strange thing may 
never befall Christendom. Jehovah or- 
dered his prophet Jeremiah not to pray 
for Jerusalem and its profaned temple to 
be spared from the execution of His righ­
13. What lesson should we learn from that case of 
misplaced trust?
14. Why should we not pray to God for Christendom’s 
preservation?
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that I had not commanded and tha t had 
not come up into my heart.’ ”—Jer. 7: 
30, 31; note Leviticus 18:21; 2 0 :2 5 .־

17 So, now, when it comes to pity, for 
whom do we have more pity? For the 
idolatrous parents who faced an account- 
ing with Jehovah? Or for the sons and 
daughters screaming as they were being 
offered as human sacrifices to the false 
god Molech (King), on a high altar at 
Topheth in the valley of the son of Hin- 
nom? (Jer. 32:35) How could those heart- 
less parents associate such worship of the 
fiendish idol-god Molech with worship at 
the holy temple just to the north of the 
valley? It was not a t Jehovah’s command 
that they offered up such live human sac- 
rifices to a false god. The idea of such 
human sacrifices came into the heart of 
the religious apostates back there, but 
never into the heart of Jehovah God. What 
do men who try  to blend such worship 
with Jehovah’s worship deserve?

18 Back there, the sacrifices of children 
by the renegade “sons of Judah” pale into 
insignificance as to number when com- 
pared with the human sacrifices that 
Christendom has offered up to her unchris- 
tian gods during the centuries. Though 
pretending to be the visible kingdom of 
the Prince of Peace, she has offered up 
countless sons and daughters to the god 
of war, her Molech or “King.” In now less 
than a century, she has sacrificed scores 
of millions of her finest young church 
members in the two most sanguinary wars 
of all human history, and in many mi- 
nor wars. Blasphemously Christendom 
calls this Christianity. Such sacrifices she 
counts as “the supreme sacrifice” that 
gains for the sacrificed ones an immediate 
passport into Christ’s presence up in 
heaven!
17. (a) What question comes up about pity toward the 
human sacrifices and the parents who offered them? 
(b) Who originated the idea of such human sacrifices?
18. Numerically, how do such sacrifices of old compare 
with those offered up by Christendom in less than a 
century now?

15 We should not pity Christendom be- 
cause her destruction will affect so many 
human lives. Her course has brought great 
reproach upon God. Why should we not, 
first of all, think about him? He is more 
important than all human creatures. Think 
of how Christendom with her hundreds of 
millions of church members has brought 
shame upon his name and has persecuted 
his faithful witnesses who proclaimed his 
warnings and his lifesaving counsels. Do 
we have more compassion for unheeding, 
disobedient humans than for the name of 
the Most High God? True, their perishing 
with Christendom is lamentable, but their 
present course of shameful religious con- 
duct is no less lamentable. In illustration 
of this, Jehovah said:

1e <« <The sons 0f Judah have done what 
is bad in my eyes,’ is the utterance of 
Jehovah. ‘They have set their disgusting 
things in the house upon which my name 
has been called, in order to defile it. And 
they have built the high places of Topheth, 
which is in the valley of the son of Hin- 
nom [outside the south wall of Jerusa- 
lem], in order to burn [what?] their sons 
and their daughters in the fire, a thing

In Coming Issues
•  Jehovah, Our Hope for

Entering a New Order

•  “The W ay of Life״  or “The
W ay of Death"— Which?

•  Your View of Money Can
Affect Your Life

15, 16. (a) In view of what course of conduct does 
Christendom not deserve pity? (b) In giving an illus- 
tration of this, what did Jehovah say in Jeremiah 
7:30, 31?
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“the good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God.” When Jehovah rescued his chosen 
people from death-dealing oppression in 
ancient Egypt, he did not put to the fore, 
as of first importance, the offering of ani- 
mal sacrifices to him: “But this word I 
did express in command upon them, say- 
ing: Obey my voice, and I will become 
your God, and you yourselves will become 
my people; and you must walk in all the 
way that I shall command you, in order 
that it may go well with you.’ ” (Jer. 7:22, 
23; 1 Sam. 15:22) So if Jehovah did not 
demand animal sacrifices of his chosen 
people, much less would he ask human 
sacrifices of them. The idea of human 
sacrifices, such as those to Baal or Mo- 
lech, did not even “come up into [his] 
heart.”—Jer. 7:31.

22 Christendom, despite all her gory rec- 
ord of shedding human blood, has not of- 
fered to God the sacrifices pleasing to 
him. Obedience to the Bible’s God has 
been missing on her part. (Mic. 6:6-8) To 
this day she has not repented of her dis- 
obedient course, so as to offer to God the 
appropriate sacrifice: “The sacrifices to 
God are a broken spirit; a heart broken 
and crushed, O God, you will not despise.” 
(Ps. 51:17) Does she deserve to go un- 
punished? Will she go unpunished? Her 
ancient prototype, Jerusalem, underwent 
due punishment, just as Jehovah said:

23 “ ‘Therefore, look! days are coming,’ 
is the utterance of Jehovah, ‘when it will 
no more be said to be Topheth and the 
valley of the son of Hinnom, but the valley 
of the killing; and they will have to bury 
in Topheth without there being enough 
place. And the dead bodies of this people 
must become food for the flying creatures 
of the heavens and for the beasts of the 
earth, with nobody to make them tremble.
22, 23. (a) How has Christendom, with all her record 
of shedding human blood, failed to offer sacrifices ac- 
ceptable to God ? (b) What was to happen to her 
ancient prototype to show whether she would go un- 
punished?

THE SACRIFICES PLEASING 
TO JEHOVAH GOD

19 Such sacrifices are not the kind that 
Jehovah God recommends to the followers 
of his Son Jesus Christ. Rather, at Ro- 
mans 12:1, 2 he inspired the apostle Paul 
to write: “I entreat you by the compas- 
sions of God, brothers, to present your 
bodies a sacrifice living, holy, acceptable 
to God, a sacred service with your power 
of reason. And quit being fashioned after 
this system of things, but be transformed 
by making your mind over, that you may 
prove to yourselves the good and accept- 
able and perfect will of God.” The Chris- 
tian’s presenting of his body as “a sacri- 
fice living, holy,” does not mean his 
committing suicide or his having a religious 
priest kill him and offer him on an altar. 
That would not be a “sacred service with 
your power of reason.” Rather, it means 
the Christian’s leading a self-sacrificing life 
in behalf of God’s service, not his delib- 
erately making a m artyr of himself for 
show.

20By continuing to live in a way “ac- 
ceptable to God,” the true Christian can 
offer to God the sacrifices mentioned in 
Hebrews 13:15,16: “Through him [Christ, 
God’s High Priest] let us always offer to 
God a sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit 
of lips which make public declaration to 
his name. Moreover, do not forget the 
doing of good and the sharing of things 
with others, for with such sacrifices God 
is well pleased.”

21The sacrifices thus described do not 
admit of our blending Jehovah’s worship 
with the offering of human or animal vie- 
tims to the false gods of this world. (Isa. 
42:8) The primary thing that God wants 
of his people is obedience, our obeying
19. Well, then, what does a Christian’s presenting his 
body as a “sacrifice living, holy” to God mean for him?
20. By living in such a way “acceptable to God,” what 
sacrifices can a live Christian offer to God?
21. For his chosen people, what did Jehovah put ahead 
of their offering of animal victims, and so what about 
human sacrifices ?
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“Peace!” when there was none. Likewise, 
the Jeremiah class of today is not among 
those mouthpieces of Christendom who 
imitate those men who persisted in saying 
“Peace!” in Jeremiah’s day. Who finally 
will prove to be the truth-tellers, those 
proclaimers of “Peace!” or the so-called 
“calamity howlers”?

2 For a peaceful outcome of worldly mat- 
ters men are feeling obliged to look up- 
ward for supernatural help. But it is not 
to the God of the ancient prophet Jere-
1. Where does the Jeremiah class of today find itself 
with regard to the proclaimers of “Peace!" when 
there is none?
2, 3. (a) To what are men feeling obliged to look as 
the source for a stable, lasting peace? (b) To illustrate 
the helplessness of such source of peace, what was 
Jeremiah next told to say?
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And I will cause to cease from the cities 
of Judah and from the streets of Jerusa- 
lem the voice of exultation and the voice 
of rejoicing, the voice of the bridegroom 
and the voice of the bride; for the land will 
become nothing but a devastated place.’ ” 
—Jer. 7:32-34; 19:6-9.

24 The carrying out of this solemn 
prophecy did not occur during the reign 
of King Josiah, who did an idol-smashing 
work and defiled the places that had been 
devoted to the worship of Molech and oth- 
er demon gods. (2 Ki. 23:3-20) The turn- 
ing of Topheth and the valley of Hinnom 
into a valley of the killing, strewn with 
the Judean corpses, with no graves to 
keep flesh-eating birds and beasts from 
devouring them, occurred in 607 B.C.E., 
when long-besieged Jerusalem fell to the 
Babylonians and the miserable survivors 
were deported and the city was left a dev- 
astated place. For 70 years Jerusalem and 
Judah lay desolate.—2 Chron. 36:17-21.

25 Bloodguilty Christendom of today, 
with her pagan customs, man-made tra- 
ditions, and mixture of heathen philoso- 
phies with Bible teachings, will fare no 
better than her ancient prototype. She will 
not escape sharing in the fulfillment of Je- 
hovah’s prophecy: “A great tempest itself 
will be roused up from the remotest parts 
of the earth. And those slain by Jehovah 
will certainly come to be in that day from 
one end of the earth clear to the other 
end of the earth. They will not be be- 
wailed, neither will they be gathered up 
or be buried. As manure on the surface 
of the ground they will become.” (Jer. 25: 
32, 33) No! Christendom will not survive 
the impending “great tribulation.” (Matt. 
24:1, 2, 21, 22) Moreover, all the rest of 
the world empire of false religion will 
closely follow her into destruction!
24. When did the typical fulfillment of that solemn 
prophecy occur?
25. In view of the foregoing, Christendom will not 
escape the fulfillment of what prophecy of Jeremiah?
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tants of Jerusalem from their graves. And 
they will actually spread them out to the 
sun and to the moon and to all the [star· 
ry] army of the heavens that they have 
loved [as objects of worship] and that they 
have served and that they have walked 
after and that they have sought and that 
they have bowed down to. They [the 
bones] will not be gathered, nor will they 
be buried. As manure upon the face of 
the ground they will become.’ ”—Jer. 8: 
1, 2.*

4Ah, yes, the heavenly bodies that had 
beamed down so promisingly upon the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem and the land of 
Judah would then look down so helplessly 
during that calamitous time when the 
question would be settled, Who is the God 
of truth? The desecration of graves of 
persons prominent in religion and politics 
would show the contempt felt toward those 
who worshiped false gods in violation of 
Jehovah’s Ten Commandments. Even the 
peace with which they slept in death would 
be broken. (Job 3  In Jehovah’s (־1319:
eyes, devout worshipers of false gods do 
not earn for themselves protective sane- 
tity or holiness, especially not when they 
claim to be in Christian relationship with 
the God of the Bible and yet break his 
plainly stated commandments. (Ex. 20: 
1-6; 1 John 5:21; 2 Cor. 6:16) Respect

* Note Baruch 2:24, 25, Douay Version.

4. So the desecration of graves manifests what for the 
worshipers of false gods, and what do they not deserve 
to experience?

miah that they look as the Source of a 
stable, lasting peace. The supernatural 
forces for peace to which they look will 
prove to be false gods, absolutely help- 
less! Warning all of us of the blasting of 
the foundationless dreams of peace on the 
part of kings, princes, priests, prophets and 
the concerned populace when their false 
gods of peace fail them, the inspired 
prophet Jeremiah was told to say of that 
time:

3 “ ‘At that time [as foretold in Jere- 
miah 7:32-34],’ is the utterance of Jeho- 
vah, ‘people [the Babylonian conquerors] 
will also bring forth the bones of the kings 
of Judah and the bones of its princes and 
the bones of the priests and the bones of 
the prophets and the bones of the inhabi­
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his badness, saying, ‘What have I  done?׳ 
Each one is going back into the popular 
course.”—Jer. 8:4-6.

8What was the trouble back there in 
Jeremiah’s day during the time for Jeho- 
vah’s inspecting of his covenant people? 
Also, what is the trouble today with the 
people of Christendom? It was and is their 
not using their powers of discernment such 
as those that migratory birds have to dis- 
cern the time for the arrival of spring- 
time. Birds from the north tha t had taken 
haven in warm southern areas during the 
northern winter like that in Palestine 
promptly return to their roosting and mat- 
ing places up north. “But,” says Jehovah 
by way of contrast, “as for my people, 
they have not come to know the judgment 
of Jehovah.” (Jer. 8:7) It was the same 
in the days of Jesus and his apostles, be- 
fore the Romans destroyed Jerusalem in 
70 C.E. (Matt. 16:2-4; Luke 19:44) It has 
proved to be the same with Christendom 
in these days of the Jeremiah class.

BREAKDOWN NOT HEALED
9 The clergy of Christendom claim to be 

wise, not basically due to having the Bible 
but because of having theological semi- 
nary training. They insist that they are 
informed on the law of the Bible’s God and 
know how to interpret it and apply it. But 
the God of the Bible knows differently. 
He looks ahead to the near future, when 
the consequences of their handling of 
Christendom’s affairs will actually face 
them. With such a foreview Jehovah says:

10 “How can you men say: ‘We are wise, 
and the law of Jehovah is with us’? Surely, 
now [at the outbreak of the final trouble], 
the false stylus of the secretaries has 
worked in sheer falsehood. The wise ones 
have become ashamed. They have become
8. The trouble back there consisted of what failure of 
discernment, as is also true now?
9, 10. (a) On what basis do Christendom’s clergy claim 
to be wise and versed in law? (b) In disproof of their 
claim, what foreview does Jehovah give us of the con- 
sequences of their dealings?
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for the dead they do not deserve to ex- 
perience!

5 So the day of reckoning will come for 
those who have persecuted the Christian 
witnesses of Jehovah, taunting them with 
the defiant words, ‘Where is your God 
Jehovah? Let him come and save you 
now!’ (Ps. 22:7, 8) In the approaching 
“great tribulation” in which Christendom 
will go down, the persecutors who pleased 
her by their acts will find out whether 
their false gods can help them. Then they 
will learn that their gods will be unable 
to save them from judgment by the God 
whom they ridiculed.

8 In Jeremiah’s day there were to be 
survivors of Jerusalem’s destruction. What 
about them? They were to be deported 
to the land of Babylon. There, as far as 
they were concerned, “death will certainly 
be chosen rather than life.” (Jer. 8:3) 
Even though Jehovah appealed to the 
covenant-breaking Israelites to return to 
peaceful relationship with him, they took 
the “popular course” of this world down 
till 607 B.C.E. So they laid no secure 
foundation for a peaceful future under Je- 
hovah’s blessing. In modern times also, 
Christendom has taken the popular course. 
For decades now since 1919 C.E., the Jere- 
miah class as made up of anointed wit- 
nesses of Jehovah has made known the 
way to come back into peaceful relations 
with the God of the Bible. But most 
church members of Christendom have re- 
fused to take heed. It is just like what 
Jeremiah said:

7 “Why is it that this people, Jerusa- 
lem, is unfaithful with an enduring un- 
faithfulness? They have taken hold of 
trickiness; they have refused to turn back. 
. . . There was not a man repenting over
5. How will persecutors of Jehovah’s Witnesses find 
that their taunts respecting Jehovah apply as to their 
own gods ?
6, 7. (a) What would the deportees to Babylon have 
preferred, and why? (b) In spite of Jehovah’s appeals 
for a returning to him, how has the response been like 
that in Jeremiah’s day?
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“flocks” in worldly pursuits that hold 
promise of fame or material rewards. They 
have favored the rich to the hurt of the 
poor. They have demanded financial com- 
pensation for their religious services. Set- 
ting such an example, they bear much re- 
sponsibility for the fact that their church 
members, the least as well as the greatest, 
put spiritual interests last and “unjust 
gain” or “dishonest gain” first. (1 Pet. 5: 
1, 2) How fitting, then, that Jehovah does 
not prevent such professed Christians from 
losing all their “unjust gain” in the ap- 
proaching “great tribulation” upon Chris- 
tendom! Jehovah’s prophetic Word will 
thus come true upon them.

14 The clergy of Christendom are still 
looked to as spiritual physicians. But since 
the end of World War I in 1918, have 
they succeeded in healing the spiritual 
wound, “the breakdown [Hebrew: she- 
ber]," that Christendom has suffered? The 
record of now 60 years since then fur- 
nishes the facts about the clergy and their 
associate religious leaders. It shows that 
they have failed to get at the root cause 
of what ails her and why she will not sur- 
vive the “great tribulation” but will ex- 
perience destruction under God’s adverse 
judgment. They merely keep treating the 
symptoms but do not treat the real cause 
of Christendom’s doomed position before 
God. They have healed her breakdown 
superficially, slightly, skin-deep, “lightly,” 
as if it were a light m atter with Jehovah 
God.

15 Since the end of World War I Chris- 
tendom has grown tremendously in church 
membership, but what about the spiritual 
condition of these members and their re- 
lationship with Jehovah God? The reli- 
gious remedies that the clergy have ap- 
plied have not improved matters, have not
14. To what extent have the clergy healed the spiritual 
breakdown of Christendom?
15. How do the clergy feel about the religious remedies 
that they have applied, and with what words do they 
assure their flocks?
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terrified and will be caught. Look! They 
have rejected the very word of Jehovah, 
and what wisdom do they have? Therefore 
[at the invasion of the enemy forces] I 
shall give their wives to other men, their 
fields to those taking possession; for, from 
the least one even to the greatest one, 
each one is making unjust gain; from the 
prophet even to the priest, each one is act- 
ing falsely.”—Jer. 8:8-10.

11 In writing things contrary to what 
Jehovah has foretold, the “stylus of the 
secretaries” of modern-day Christendom 
will shortly prove to have been a “false” 
pen. It has not written the truth. Conse- 
quently, in this “time of the end,” when 
so much has been written in behalf of 
Christendom, that religious pen or “sty- 
lus” has certainly “worked in sheer false- 
hood.” (Dan. 12:9) Why has that been so?

12 “Look!” said Jehovah in Jeremiah 8: 
9, “They [the reputed wise men] have 
rejected the very word of Jehovah, and 
what wisdom do they have?” O yes, Chris- 
tendom’s clergy may quote a theme text 
from the Bible, but in their sermon that 
follows they will depart from what the 
Bible says. They will teach man-made tra- 
ditions that invalidate God’s written Word. 
They will discuss politics or a popular pro- 
gram of social reform. They pose as being 
divinely “wise,” but put Grecian philoso- 
phy and the “wisdom of this world” ahead 
of what the Bible says about the human 
soul, about the state of the dead, about 
God’s personality, and so forth. (1 Cor. 3: 
19) However, they are walking into a trap. 
They will at last be “caught” by the fail- 
ure of their own worldly-wise policies. 
They are put to shame and subjected to 
terrifying consequences.

13 The clergy have encouraged their
11, 12. (a) How has the “stylus of the secretaries” of 
Christendom “worked in sheer falsehood” ? (b) Accord- 
ing to Jeremiah 8:9, what is the reason for the pen of 
Christendom's writers to set out false things?
13. Who are largely responsible for Christendom’s 
church members making “unjust gain,” from the least 
to the greatest of them? And how so?
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time, he must give her due attention, just 
as he did to ancient Jerusalem. Then her 
self-confident religionists will stumble to 
their fall into destruction. Jehovah will 
make a clean sweep; there will be nothing 
to glean like leftovers. Whatever material 
things Jehovah has permitted them to 
acquire “will pass by them” and on into 
enemy hands.—Jer. 8:12, 13.

19 Back in the year 33 C.E., when Christ 
foretold the destruction that was to come 
upon Jerusalem in 70 C.E., what did he 
tell the Jews to do? To get out of Jeru- 
salem and all the province of Judea when 
the nearness of impending destruction was 
indicated. The person in the field or rural 
areas was not to go into Jerusalem but at 
once was to get out of all Judea, for se- 
curity and survival. (Matt. 24:15-18; Luke 
21:20, 21) But in Jeremiah’s day, at the 
approach of the Babylonian destroyers, 
the people felt it to be better to leave the 
open country and take refuge in Jerusalem 
and other fortified cities. There, in such 
possible holdouts during siege, they pre- 
ferred to come to silence in death, if need 
be. But aid from Jehovah, the God of 
their temple, did not come. Instead, he 
let them drink a bitter potion, death- 
dealing “poisoned water.” Due to the as- 
surances of their false “prophets,” “there 
was a hoping for peace,” but what? “But 
no good came; for a time of healing, but, 
look! terror!” The sounds or reports of 
the invading forces of destruction were in 
their ears.—Jer. 8:14-16.

20 In Jeremiah’s day Jehovah was the 
One who sent his agents of destruction 
against the covenant-breaking Israelites. 
They had done detestable things before 
him, polluting his temple and his land. 
“ ‘For here I am sending in among you
19. (a) What did Jesus tell his disciples to do when 
early destruction of Jerusalem was indicated? (b) What 
did those in the open country in Jeremiah's day do, 
at the disappointment of their expectations?
20. According to Jeremiah 8:17, who was responsible 
for the sending of death-dealing forces, and how was 
this prophecy fulfilled?
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prevented rank worldliness from invading 
the churches. We do not need to detail 
this for our readers. The clergy feel quite 
confident about the remedies that they 
have applied. With words that throw their 
ailing flocks off guard, the modern-day 
“priests” and “prophets” keep assuring 
Christendom with the words: “There is 
peace! There is peace!” or, “All is well, 
all is well.”—Jer. 8:11; American 
Translation; see also The New English 
Bible.

16 Thus these religious leaders act false- 
ly. They make their flocks feel that there 
is nothing basically wrong with Christen- 
dom. They assert that her relationship 
with God is good, and hence there is no 
tribulation to be expected at his hands. 
So, do not pay attention to predictions that 
the Jeremiah class makes about early de- 
struction for Christendom in a “great 
tribulation.”—Jer. 6:14.

17 The threatening situation is thus fal- 
sified by Christendom’s mouthpieces in 
their giving such assurances of peace, 
“when there is no peace.” There is no 
peaceful relationship between Jehovah 
God and Christendom. Her sins are not 
covered by the atoning blood of Christ. 
Her sky-high mass of sins is unpardon- 
able. So God is not at peace with her. De- 
struction, not “peace” or spiritual pros- 
perity, awaits her, because her clergy and 
church members have shamelessly ‘done 
even what is detestable’ to Jehovah.—Jer. 
8 : 12.

18With the clergy and their flocks in 
such an off-guard attitude destruction will 
befall them “suddenly,” yes, as if “in a 
moment.” (Jer. 4:20; 6:25, 26) Since the 
close of World War I in 1918 a thorough 
inspection of Christendom has been made 
by Jehovah, and shortly, at his appointed
16. How do the clergy speak contrary to what the 
Jeremiah class says?
17. Why Is there actually no peace between Jehovah 
and Christendom ?
18. The destruction will befall Christendom how, and 
to what extent will the destruction go?

20



foreign gods?”—Jer. 8:19b; Isa. 28:21.
23 Christendom’s hopes for salvation are 

unscriptural; they must perish! The time 
is due to come when the adherents of 
Christendom must say: “The harvest has 
passed, the summer [for producing means 
of salvation] has come to an end; but as 
for us, we have not been saved!” (Jer. 8: 
20) Let us not be among those saying 
this!

24 Persons who today adhere to Chris- 
tendom may feel grieved at such a mes- 
sage as ours. Long ago Jeremiah felt 
grieved at the prospect of destruction to 
the temple at which he served as priest 
and because the nation of which he was 
a member was to suffer slaughter and dis- 
persion. In despair of the spiritual recov- 
ery of his own people and in all sincerity 
and with no vindictive feelings, he could 
exclaim: “Over the breakdown [
or shattering] of the daughter of my peo- 
ple I have become shattered [shabdr]. I 
have grown sad. Outright astonishment 
has seized hold of me. Is there no balsam 
in Gilead? Or is there no healer there? 
Why is it, then, that the recuperation of 
the daughter of my people has not come 
up?”—Jer. 8:21, 22.

25The shattered spiritual condition of 
ancient Jerusalem and the land of Judah 
was unhealable. They were therefore re- 
ally shattered by the Babylonians in 607 
B.C.E. Today, a t this late date, no spiritual 
,balsam of Gilead’ exists, able to heal 
Christendom. So now, before destruction 
strikes her “suddenly,” let all lovers of 
true and lasting peace with Jehovah God 
flee from her.

(This series of articles on Jeremiah’s 
prophecy to be continued.)

23. According to Jeremiah 8:20, what is to happen to 
the hopes of Christendom's adherents for salvation by 
their works?
24. Grief at such a calamitous message as ours was 
reflected by what exclamation in Jeremiah 8:21, 22?
25. Is any healing remedy available for Christendom 
today, and what should lovers of lasting peace now do?

serpents, poisonous snakes, for which there 
is no charming, and they will certainly 
bite you,’ is the utterance of Jehovah.” 
(Jer. 8:17) There was then no Moses in 
Israel to hoist a copper snake upon a pole 
for Israelites to get healed from snake- 
bite by merely looking at the copper snake 
in faith. (Num. 21:4-9; John 3:14, 15) 
The Babylonian destroyers and desolators 
meant business; back there in 609 B.C.E. 
nothing done by the besieged Israelites 
could charm these away from their God- 
given task. “Fortified cities,” in which the 
Israelites had taken refuge, could not 
shield them from Jehovah’s judgment.

21Jehovah had no heartfelt pleasure in 
bringing this national calamity. So he gave 
due warning, foretelling the depopulating 
of the land of Judah and the deporting 
of most of the survivors to faraway Bab- 
ylon. There the miserable deportees, sur- 
prised at Jehovah’s ‘strange work,’ would 
cry out to him for help. So he said: “A 
grief that is beyond curing has come up 
into me. My heart is ill. Here there is the 
sound of the cry for help of the daughter 
of my people from a land [Babylon] far 
away: ,Is Jehovah not in Zion? Or is her 
king not in her?’ ”—Jer. 8:18, 19.

22The Jewish exiles would not be able 
to bring themselves to think that Jehovah 
would leave Jerusalem (Zion) so abased 
with no temple as the house of their God 
and with no royal throne on which a de- 
scendant of King David sat as Jehovah’s 
anointed king. What a reproach to His 
name, for the time being! Strange as that 
was back there, Christendom’s impending 
destruction will seem even stranger. Why 
it comes Jehovah shows in his answer to 
the cry of the Jewish exiles for help: 
“Why is it that they have offended me 
with their graven images, with their vain
21. How, in Jeremiah 8:18, 19, did Jehovah show that 
he had no heartfelt pleasure in bringing the national 
calamity ?
22. Why did that work of God seem to be strange, and 
what did Jehovah say was the reason for it?
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ANSWERING A CALX. TO SERVICE
Seeds of Bible truth were planted on 

Guam by Filipino Christians who preached 
here while carrying out work contracts. 
Later, missionaries and zealous Christian 
families came here to serve where the need 
was great. This may well bring to mind 
the apostle Paul’s prompt response to a 
vision entreating him to “step over into 
Macedonia and help us.”—Acts 16:8-12.

In 1948, a Filipino Witness heard a King- 
dom song being whistled by a man on the 
roof of a government building on Guam. 
He recalls: “I asked him, . . . ‘Are you a 
Jehovah’s Witness, too?’ After a joyful, 
‘Yes,’ this carpenter scooted down the lad- 
der and we clasped each other, laughing 
like long-lost brothers.”

Military authorities did not then permit 
house-to-house witnessing on Guam. Nev- 
ertheless, Filipino brothers doing recon- 
struction work had a share in spreading 
the “good news” here, though in a limited 
way. During that time, a Bible study was 
conducted with a professional boxer. Due 
to opposition in his home, he studied along 
the beach. The boxer accepted the truth. 
This young man, who had married a Gua- 
manian girl, was the first Filipino to be- 
come a permanent resident of Guam. He 
gave up boxing and was baptized in 1954. 
—1 Tim. 4:8.

MORE HELP ARRIVES
The years 1954 to 1964 saw much ac- 

tivity, with the influx of many mission- 
aries and others who came to serve where 
the need was great. The highlight of 1964 
was the two-day visit (in September) of 
Brother N. H. Knorr, then the Watch 
Tower Society’s president. At that time 
six of Guam’s 12 missionaries were reas- 
signed to service elsewhere in Micronesia.

However, by 1968 only 30 percent of the 
territory on Guam was receiving a witness 
once in six months, and the population was

They Answered 
The"Macedonian" 
Call To Guam
THE Pacific island of Guam is mag- 

nificently lush in greenery and has 
a very warm, humid climate. Breathtaking 
indeed are the sheer cliffs that drop sharp- 
ly to the sapphire-green waters! Hundreds 
of varieties of tropical fish swarm within 
its reefs. Farmers grow such crops as corn, 
rice, bananas, pineapples, coffee, citrus 
fruits, yams, sugarcane and papayas.
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in all the island districts of Micronesia. 
A modern building with six bedrooms, an 
office, a large Kingdom Hall seating 400 
persons, and facilities for some printing 
was designed. Construction began in Jan- 
uary 1978, and from among the Witnesses 
in Hawaii and the continental United 
States came carpenters, plumbers, paint- 
ers, architects, electricians, and a civil en- 
gineer. All volunteered their talents free 
of charge. The new facility, located amid 
palms and flowers just six miles (10 km) 
from Agana, is scheduled for completion 
by the fall of 1979.

Looking back, one of the early Filipino 
brothers on Guam reminisces: “It thrilled 
us to see new faces turning up at our meet- 
ings in the Kingdom Hall. Each new face 
represented a milestone in our discipling 
work—added proof that Jehovah recog- 
nized us as his true servants on Guam. 
Americans and Guamanians joined us in 
the work of making disciples, spurring us 
on to greater efforts.”

Disciple-making efforts on Guam have 
indeed been blessed by Jehovah. As a re- 
suit, there are now 146 Kingdom proclaim- 
ers on this island. Faithful native wit- 
nesses of Jehovah have served side by side 
with fellow believers from other lands. And 
the history of Christian developments on 
Guam is reminiscent of the apostle Paul’s 
action when entreated: “Step over into 
Macedonia and help us.” (Acts 16:9) Je- 
hovah blessed Paul in sowing seeds of 
truth among the Macedonians. Likewise, 
God has blessed local Witnesses, as well 
as missionaries and the various families 
that have come here to meet a great need 
for ‘harvesters.’ (Matt. 9:37, 38) As a dedi- 
cated Christian, can you answer a similar 

“Macedonian” call to serve where 
the need is great in some part 
of the earth?

approximately 100,000. With the expansion 
of the Kingdom Hall and missionary home 
in 1969, it was possible to house four 
more missionaries. Hence, in that year, 
a married couple and two single sisters 
were sent to Guam from Hawaii. Pub- 
lishers reached 50 in 1969, when Guam 
and other Micronesian islands were placed 
under the supervision of the Society’s 
branch office in Hawaii. As time passed, 
Jehovah blessed their efforts. In 1971, for 
example, 336 persons gathered here to 
commemorate the death of Jesus Christ. 
Also, that year saw a new peak of 124 
publishers and pioneers (full-time King- 
dom proclaimers), representing a 58- 
percent increase over the 1970 service 
year!

During the five-year period from 1971 
to 1976, Kingdom publishers grew to the 
number of 136, and a steady witness was 
being given. During that time, families 
from the United States mainland moved 
in and out, responding to the opportunity 
to serve where the need was great. All 
of them contributed toward covering Guam 
with the Kingdom message.

On May 13, 1976, Guam was hit by 
super-typhoon Pamela. It sustained winds 
of some 140 miles (225 km) per hour, with 
greater gusts, making it one of the worst 
typhoons ever to strike the island. Eighty 
percent of the buildings were damaged, at 
least half of them beyond repair. The 
Kingdom Hall and the adjacent mission- 
ary home were totally destroyed. Happily, 
though, none of Jehovah’s servants lost 
their lives.

GROUNDWORK FOR FUTURE EXPANSION
In the wake of this tragedy, the Gov- 

erning Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses ap- 
proved plans for a new branch of- 
flee on Guam. It was to oversee the 
Kingdom-preaching work here and
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ets wrote, Jesus, the son of Joseph, 
from Nazareth.”—John 1:45.

To Nathanael, this sounded un- 
believable. He responded: “Can
anything good come out of Naza- 
reth?” (John 1:46a) Doubtless he 
was acquainted with these words 
of M icah’s prophecy: “You, O 
Bethlehem Ephrathah, the one too 
little to get to be among the thou- 
sands of Judah, from you there 
will come out to me the one who 
is to become ruler in Israel, whose 
origin is from early times, from 
the days of time indefinite.” (Mic. 
5:2) Hence, it would not have been 
easy for him to accept immediately 
the fact that the Messiah would be 
linked with neighboring Nazareth 
of Galilee. Nathanael’s question im- 
plied that the city had nothing to 
commend it as a place from which 
to expect any real good. Surely, 
then, Nazareth could not be the city 
from which the one foretold in the 
Law and the Prophets would come.

Philip did not argue with Na- 
thanael about the point but invited 
him to “come and see.” Commend- 
ably, Nathanael did not allow his 
prejudgment to stand in the way 
of an open-minded investigation 
but acted on his friend’s invitation. 
On catching sight of Nathanael, 
Jesus said: “See, an Israelite for 
a certainty, in whom there is no 
deceit.” (John 1:46b, 47) Whereas 
all descendants of Jacob are Israel- 
ites, not all are Israelites in the 
true sense of the word. The name 
“Israel” means “contender [perse- 
verer] with God” and was given to 
Jacob after he had wrestled with 
an angel in order to get a blessing 
for himself. Unlike his brother 
Esau, Jacob appreciated sacred 
things and was willing to exert
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0NATHANAEL
c^ M aii

cWithout Deceit

IT WOULD indeed be a great honor for a man 
to be called a true Israelite in whom there is 

no deceit. Even greater would that honor be if 
the commendatory statement originated with one 
whose judgment was recognized as far superior 
to that of all other men. Nathanael, also known 
as Bartholomew, was so highly honored. None 
other than the Son of God said regarding him: 
“See, an Israelite for a certainty, in whom there 
is no deceit.”—John 1:47.

Jesus Christ spoke these words before Nathan- 
ael became one of the 12 apostles. According to 
the account written by the apostle John, Jesus 
had invited Philip to be his follower. In turn, 
Philip searched out his friend Nathanael, break- 
ing to him the joyful news: “We have found the 
one of whom Moses, in the Law, and the Proph-



edge. Whether Nathanael was engaged in 
private meditation or prayer underneath 
the boughs of tha t tree, we do not know. 
However, the incident associated with the 
fig tree was of a nature that, in Nathan- 
ael’s mind, provided a solid basis for what 
the Son of God said about him.

The import of Jesus’ words removed all 
doubt from Nathanael’s mind and heart. 
In full faith, he declared: “Rabbi, you are 
the Son of God, you are King of Israel.” 
—John 1:49.

From then on Nathanael saw fulfilled 
the following words of Jesus Christ: “Be- 
cause I told you I saw you underneath 
the fig tree do you believe? You will see 
things greater than these.” (John 1:50) 
At a marriage feast in his hometown of 
Cana in Galilee, Nathanael witnessed Je- 
sus’ first miracle, the turning of water in- 
to superb wine. (John 2 : 1 2 1 : 2  Along (־11; 
with the 11 others later appointed as apos- 
ties, Nathanael saw Jesus heal the sick, 
expel demons and even raise the dead. Like 
the other apostles, Nathanael was em- 
powered to perform miracles and to share 

in proclaim ing the  thrilling  
news: “The kingdom of the 
heavens has drawn near.” (Matt. 
10:1-8) Additionally, Nathanael 
benefited from the teaching and 
training provided by Jesus dur- 
ing the course of Christ’s earthly 
ministry.

Just as the Son of God knew 
who Nathanael was at heart, so 
he knows the real motivation of 
all who today profess to be his 
disciples. (Rev. 2:23) May we, 
therefore, strive to be persons 
without deceit and thus, like 
Nathanael, come to see things 
greater than those we saw when 
we made our first confession of 
faith in Jehovah God and his Son.

himself vigorously to gain God’s favor. 
(Gen. 32:22-28; Heb. 12:16) As a true 
Israelite, then, Nathanael had faith in 
and appreciation for the divine promises. 
He was an Israelite not merely by birth 
but in deed and truth, manifesting the 
kind of adherence to God’s will that was 
exhibited by his forefather Jacob. There 
was nothing deceitful, hypocritical or de- 
vious about Nathanael. In the estima- 
tion of Jesus Christ, he was an upright 
man.

How did Nathanael react? He countered 
with a question: “How does it come that 
you know me?” Yes, what basis did Jesus 
have for making this statement? Then 
came the reply of God’s Son: “Before 
Philip called you, while you were under 
the fig tree, I saw you.” (John 1:48) Im- 
mediately Nathanael understood. There 
was something about the reason for his 
being under the fig tree that gave evi- 
dence of his being a true Israelite without 
deceit. Hence, Jesus’ words constituted a 
personal testimony to him, confirming that 
the speaker possessed miraculous knowl­
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INSIGHT ON THE NEWS
The denomination's law says that any church 
can become affiliated merely by holding a 
basic belief in Christ as Savior.

But does professed belief in Christ make 
a church acceptable to him? Is "welcoming 
differences of opinion" in keeping with the 
pattern of worship Christ established? Jesus 
himself said that in the future many would 
acknowledge him as "Lord," yet, rather than 
accepting them all merely on this basis, he 
declared: "Not everyone saying to me, 'Lord, 
Lord,' will enter into the kingdom of the 
heavens, but the one doing the will of my 
Father . . . will." He told those not living up 
to God's requirements: "Get away from me, 
you workers of lawlessness."— Matt. 7 :2 1 2 3 .־

•  The "Standard," a national Catholic week- 
ly published in Ghana, recently editorialized 

on the work of their
Church, noting that it "has 

Not Getting done an enormous amount
the towards the development

Message ° f  country." The edi- 
torial calls attention to 
Church-built schools, hos- 

pitals, clinics, agricultural and well-digging 
projects. "But the time has come to begin to 
look in another direction," it says. "The de- 
velopment of the land and the institutions has 
got to be superseded by the development of 
the people." How so?

"The majority of the people of God who 
spend their time in offices, farms, schools and 
factories, are hungering for stronger spiritual 
food. They are willing to live the Gospel in 
its fullness, but who will show them the way? 
. . . We are not providing people with the 
spiritual food that they need."

If the Church has failed to do this for the 
common man after centuries of existence, what 
reason is there to believe that she will begin 
now to provide the "spiritual food" her mem- 
bers really need? The apostle Peter himself 
received Jesus' command on this three times 
for emphasis when asked if he loved the 
Christ. "Feed my lambs . . .  my sheep" (not: 
'build schools and hospitals'), Peter was told, 
so as to prove his love. Evidently Peter got the 
message, but the Catholic Church did not. 
— John 21 : .Catholic "Douay" Version ,־1517
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Φ A New Jersey man recently found two can- 
vas bags that had fallen out of an armored car.

They contained $415,000, 
which he returned to the 

Honesty's armored car company. The 
True grateful company owner gave 

Reward man a $1*000 reward and
offered him a job. But the man 
was reportedly not happy. 

"It's not fair," he complained. "A thousand 
dollars wasn't worth my gas to go down and 
pick it up." According to the New York "Daily 
News," the man and his wife "dreamed of 
paying off their debts and having enough left 
over to buy a little sports car 'with cash money, 
just to see how it would feel.' " Instead, he 
said, "If I had it to do over again, I might 
have second thoughts about returning the 
money. It's like finding a million dollars and 
getting a dollar for it."

However, should one's personal honesty 
be gauged merely by the size of reward it 
produces? Are not the inner satisfaction and 
self-respect that come from living up to godly 
standards and aiding our fellowman worth 
far more than any material reward? "Do you 
want to be truly rich?" asks the Bible. "You 
already are if you are happy and good. . . . 
But people who long to be rich soon begin 
to do all kinds of wrong things to get money, 
things that hurt them and make them evil- 
minded."— 1 Tim. 6:6-9, "The Living Bible."

•  After the "suicides" of more than 900 fol- 
lowers of "Reverend" Jim Jones in Jonestown, 

Guyana, many wondered 
why the Christian Church 

Why Did the (Disciples of Christ) had 
Church Keep allowed his group to re- 

Jones? main in good standing.
(See "The Watchtower" of 
May 15, 1979.) The 44- 

member Administrative Committee of the 
church met and vowed that it would take no 
steps to pass "judgment on a congregation's 
ministry."

"In tolerating and even welcoming differ- 
ences of opinion, we leave ourselves no mea- 
suring rod by which errancy can be deter- 
mined," said Kenneth L. Teegarden, president 
of the 1.3 million-member religious group.
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"  Exert yourselves vigorously 
to get in through the narrow 
door, because many . . will 
seek to get in but will not 
be ab le/—Luke 13:24.

in through the narrow door, because many, 
I tell you, will seek to get in but will not 
be able.״—Luke 13:23, 24.

Are you willing thus to exert yourself 
to live in God’s righteous new order? Many 
persons would enjoy life on an earth free 
from sickness and death. But when these 
same people are encouraged to study the 
Bible, they often make lame excuses. And 
their unwillingness to put forth a genuine 
effort to come to know God, if persisted 
in, may debar them from gaining divine 
approval. All who wish to be approved by 
Jehovah God should be willing to ‘exert 
themselves vigorously’ in making progress 
as his servants, coming to know the Cre- 
ator better and living in harmony with 
their knowledge of him. He, of course, will

TIE  tendency of 
im p erfec t hu- 
mans is to follow the 

course of least resis- 
tance. People o ften  
want much from life 
but never achieve their 
desires because of un- 
w illingness to  p u t 
forth the required ef- 
fort. Some are content 
simply to dream and 
perhaps to take an oc- 
casional chance in a 
lottery, hoping to ob- 
tain the means to fulfill their dreams. 
Many workers campaign for both higher 
pay and a shorter workweek. More money 
for less effort is the ideal of most people 
today. But some persons realize that there 
is something far more valuable than ma- 
terial wealth. What is that?

What could be of greater value to any 
of us than God’s approval leading to sal- 
vation? Can we expect to attain that with- 
out any exertion? While God has done 
all that is necessary to save mankind, does 
this mean that men will receive salvation 
automatically, without any effort on their 
part? (Titus 3:4-7) Jesus Christ provided 
the answer when replying to the question, 
“Are those who are being saved few?” He 
said: “Exert yourselves vigorously to get
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ing someone or of receiving a negative 
reply from those in authority that hinders 
people from taking positive action. Nehe- 
miah of the fifth century B.C.E. is a fine 
example of one who did not allow this 
fear to restrain him. Though holding the 
trusted position of cupbearer in the court 
of King Artaxerxes, Nehemiah did not al- 
low thoughts of the king’s likely refusal 
or displeasure to silence him. When the 
opportunity arose, Nehemiah prayed to 
Jehovah and then respectfully made known 
his request. Not only did the king grant 
his request, but he also furnished Nehe- 
miah with letters authorizing his journey 
back to Jerusalem and the use of timbers 
from the royal forest to rebuild the walls 
and gates of Jerusalem.—Neh. 2:1-8.

What about us? Some Christians may 
be afraid to ask for time off from work 
to attend assemblies with fellow believers. 
Though the vacation period may have been 
granted had they asked, their fear of be- 
ing refused causes them to miss out on 
fine spiritual instruction. Certain Chris- 
tian women sometimes enjoy only half of 
the congregation’s meetings because they 
think their unbelieving husbands would 
disapprove if they attended more. Yet, it 
may be that some of these never have 
asked their husbands. However, others in 
similar circumstances can tell many up- 
building experiences because they did 
Really, in various matters, if we do not 
ask, we will not receive.—Compare Mat- 
thew 7:7-11.

Yes, if we want Jehovah’s blessing, we 
need to exert ourselves vigorously. To this 
end, resist any tendency toward laziness, 
do not allow yourself to be discouraged by 
the greatness of a task nor by its seem- 
ing simplicity, and do not refrain from 
asking for fear of receiving a negative 
reply. When it comes to activity related 
to true worship, you can be successful with 
the help of God’s spirit.

help them by means of his spirit, provided 
that they seek to be led by it.

Actually, in many situations of life, op- 
portunities can be missed if a person does 
not exert himself. Proverbs 26:15 gives us 
an extreme example of this, saying: “The 
lazy one has hidden his hand in the ban- 
quet bowl; he has become too weary to 
bring it back to his mouth.” With spiri- 
tual food, the situation often is very much 
as the proverb depicts it. Many people 
who have a Bible in the home are spiri- 
tually starved simply because they do not 
make the effort to take it down from the 
bookshelf and read it.

Besides a tendency toward laziness, a 
person must fight negative thinking if he 
is going to exert himself. For instance, 
if he feels that calling on people at their 
homes to share the Bible’s message with 
them is too hard, this will deter him from 
even trying. Often, however, were he to 
try  it, he would find that he could ac- 
complish the task with the help of God’s 
spirit.

On the other hand, sometimes it is the 
very simplicity of a recommendation that 
leads people to doubt its worth. It may be 
that they just cannot see the sense in it. 
Naaman was a man who almost fell into 
this trap. He had traveled down to Israel, 
hoping to be cured of leprosy. As a promi- 
nent man, he expected to be treated with 
special consideration by the prophet Eli- 
sha. But Elisha did not even see him in 
person, merely instructing his servant to 
tell Naaman to bathe seven times in the 
Jordan River. Naaman considered it be- 
neath his dignity to bathe in the muddy 
Jordan. He had expected a spectacular 
cure. Had he not listened to the advice 
of his servants, Naaman would have re- 
turned to Damascus in his leprous state. 
But he complied with Elisha’s simple in- 
structions and was healed.—2 Ki. 5:9-14.

Then, again, it may be fear of displeas­
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ness. We read: “O God, you 
are my God, I  keep looking for 
you. My soul does thirst for 
you. For you my flesh has 
grown faint with longing in a 
land dry and exhausted, where 
there is no water.” (Ps. 63:1) 
Why did David look for his 
God? He wanted Jehovah’s fa- 
vor, guidance and protection. 
So intense was David’s desire 
for help and refreshment from 
Jehovah that he spoke of this 
longing as wearing him out, 
causing him to grow faint.

Because of having to leave 
the location of Jehovah’s repre- 
sentative dwelling place, David 
recalled the past, when he had 
free access to the sanctuary. 
He said: “Thus I have beheld 
you in the holy place, at seeing 
your strength and your glory.” 
(Ps. 63:2) At the sanctuary 
David had a special awareness 
of God’s presence, seeing or be- 
holding the Most High, as it 
were. It was there that Jeho- 
vah’s glory and strength were 
in evidence. The expressions of 
praise, thanksgiving and re- 
joicing tha t would be made by 
the worshipers glorified the 
Most High. Also, what was said 
and done extolled or magnified 
Jehovah as a God of saving 
acts. Through the heartfelt ex- 
pressions made by the devoted 
worshipers, the strength of the 
Almighty was manifest.

Next David tells of his ap- 
preciation for having Jehovah 
as his God. He further states: 
“Because your loving-kindness 
is better than life, my own 
lips will commend you. Thus

tf toffD BJ® f

FOR many persons, life—of itself—is their most 
precious possession. But this is not the case with 

God’s true servants. They value having an intimacy 
with their heavenly Father above everything else, even 
life itself apart from their Creator. This was the way

that David felt, as is evident from Psalm 63. Since he 
speaks of himself as “king,” the setting for this psalm 
may be the time when, on account of Absalom’s revolt, 
he fled from Jerusalem and passed through the wilder- 
ness of Judah.—•2 Sam. 15:13, 14, 23; Ps. 63, super- 
scription.

In that wilderness consisting of smooth and rounded 
barren hills, no surface water flows, and no stream has 
its source. Think of how thirsty a person might get 
in such an area! Drawing on the effect of his being 
in this dry and barren region, David tells of his long- 
ing for his God. He compares his desire for fellowship 
with his God to a longing for water in a dry wilder-
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the result? “On me,” says David, “your 
right hand keeps fast hold.” (Ps. 63:8) 
Yes, Jehovah extended his right hand of 
favor and upheld his servant.

How different it is with those who ig- 
nore their Maker! We are told: “As for 
those who keep seeking my soul for its 
ruin, they will come into the lowest parts 
of the earth. They will be delivered over 
to the power of the sword; they will be- 
come a mere portion for foxes.” (Ps. 63: 
9, 10) In these words, David expressed 
the confidence that his enemies would 
suffer defeat and be plunged into the pit 
of death. They would be killed with the 
sword, their carcasses becoming food for 
scavenger foxes. I t is noteworthy that 
Absalom and his many followers did suf- 
fer humiliating defeat in battle. Thousands 
were slain.—2 Sam. 18:7, 8, 1517־.

David’s confidence in Jehovah had not 
been misplaced. That trust is well ex- 
pressed in the concluding verse of Psalm 
63. It says: “And the king himself will 
rejoice in God. Every one swearing by 
him will boast, for the mouth of those 
speaking falsehood will be stopped up.” 
(Vs. 11) Because of what Jehovah would 
do for him, David would be able to re- 
joice. Others who, like David, could swear 
in Jehovah’s name with sincerity could 
boast or take pride in this. Why? Because 
they were able to do so on account of hav- 
ing an approved standing with the Most 
High. But those who speak falsehood in 
God’s name, who have no approved rela- 
tionship with him, will have their mouths 
silenced in death.

Indeed, as David expressed it, Jehovah’s 
“loving-kindness is better than life.” Our 
being able to enjoy an intimacy with our 
heavenly Father as his approved servants 
makes life meaningful and assures us of 
his help and guidance. Moreover, in har- 
mony with the divine promise, we can 
look forward to an eternity of happy liv- 
ing.—Rev. 21:4.

I shall bless you during my lifetime; 
in your name I shall raise my palms. As 
with the best part, even fatness, my soul 
is satisfied, and with lips of joyful cries 
my mouth offers praise.” (Ps. 63:3-5) As 
far as David was concerned, his whole 
purpose in life was to praise Jehovah God 
for the expressions of divine loving- 
kindness or active compassionate concern. 
To the psalmist, Jehovah’s loving-kindness 
was better than life itself, for it was God’s 
loyal love expressed toward him that gave 
real meaning to his life. That is why Da- 
vid felt compelled to continue praising 
Jehovah. He was determined to bless or 
speak well of the Most High for the rest 
of his life. Lifting his hands in an attitude 
of prayer, David would thank Jehovah. 
Because of having experienced God’s love 
and care, he felt totally satisfied. He had 
received the best, the choicest part. There- 
fore, joyful praise to the Almighty would 
continue to flow from his lips.

Even during wakeful periods of the night 
David would think about his God and the 
things that He had done in his behalf. 
We read: “When I have remembered you 
upon my lounge, during the night watches
1 meditate on you. For you have proved 
to be of assistance to me, and in the shad- 
ow of your wings I cry out joyfully.” (Ps. 
63:6, 7) In David’s time, the Israelites 
had three night watches. The first ran 
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., the second, from 
10 p.m. to 2 a.m., and the third, from
2 a.m. to 6 a.m. The psalmist’s using pe- 
riods of wakefulness during these night 
watches to think about Jehovah certainly 
reflected deep appreciation for the help 
that he had received when the Most High 
protected him as with wings. Thus safe- 
guarded, David could give way to re- 
joicing.

Because he loved Jehovah, he sought to 
imitate him. The psalmist continues: “My 
soul has closely followed you.” What was
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i the Seventh World Power).* (Rev. 13:1, 2) 
The vision makes it plain that right up till 
their destruction these two entities will be 
going concerns, fighting against God. Might 
they later reemerge, as the symbolic image 
of the beast did earlier? (Rev. 17:8-11) No 
chance of that. They are 1״hurled into the fiery 
lake that burns with sulphur.” That is where 
Satan will be destroyed also. The ,*lake of 
fire” represents permanent annihilation.—Rev. 
19:19, 20; 20:10, 14; 21:8.

Revelation 19:21 then says that ,,the rest 
were killed off” with a long sword and left to 
be eaten by birds. Are ״the rest” merely unin־ 
volved persons who are not on either side in 
this war?

Revelation clearly answers, No. Note that 
back in Revelation 19:18 an angel, when invit- 
ing birds to the feast, enumerated the sort of 
persons whose flesh would be consumed: kings, 
military commanders, strong men, equestrian 
warriors and ,all, freemen as well as slaves 
and small ones and great.״ Also, in verse 19 
the kings and their armies are linked with the 
wild beast in warring against the Lamb. So, 
 .the rest” are opposers against Jehovah’s Son״
They are the wild beast’s committed support- 
ers, the important and the unimportant.

Revelation 14:9-11 mentions such backers of 
the wild beast, those who mentally consent to 
its efforts or who lend a supporting hand: ״If 
anyone worships the wild beast and its image, 
and receives a mark on his forehead or upon 
his hand, he will also drink of the wine of 
the anger of God that is poured out undiluted 
into the cup of his wrath, and he shall be 
tormented with fire and sulphur in the sight 
of the holy angels and in the sight of the 
Lamb. And the smoke of their torment ascends 
forever and ever, and day and night they have 
no rest, those who worship the wild beast and 
its image, and whoever receives the mark of 
its name.”—Rev. 14:9-11.

The earth-wide preaching by Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses is now helping to separate those choos- 
ing to support God from those who worship 
the wild beast. Only time will tell what may 
still occur before the end to cause persons to 
take a clear stand on one side or the other. 
In any event, when speaking of the approach- 
ing destruction of the wild beast and the false

• “Babylon the Great Has Fallen God}s Kingdom—־"/  
Rules! pp. 506, 511, 561, 562, 628.
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•  Revelation 19:19-21 says that in the coming 
war of God the symbolic wild beast and false 
prophet will be cast into the lake of fire, but 
‘,the rest” will be killed with a sword. Who are 
“the rest,” and what will happen to them?

Following a description of ״the Lamb” and 
his angels who will wage war on God’s ene- 
mies, Revelation 19:19-21 says: ״I saw the wild 
beast and the kings of the earth and their 
armies gathered together to wage the war 
with the one seated on the horse and with his 
army. And the wild beast was caught, and 
along with it the false prophet that performed 
in front of it the signs with which he misled 
those who received the mark of the wild beast 
and those who render worship to its image. 
While still alive, they both were hurled into 
the fiery lake that burns with sulphur. But 
the rest were killed off with the long sword of 
the one seated on the horse, which sword 
proceeded out of his mouth. And all the birds 
were filled from the fleshy parts of them.”

A quick reading of this passage might 
suggest that there is a basic distinction be- 
tween the outcome for the wild beast and 
false prophet and that for ״the rest.” How- 
ever, both the context of this passage and 
other portions of Revelation show that ״the 
rest” are human enemies of God who are cut 
off in the coming war of God.

Revelation 19:11-21, termed by The New 
Bible Commentary ״The messianic judgment 
of Armageddon,” opens with a view of the 
Lamb, Jesus Christ, on a white horse. With 
his heavenly armies he rides to execute God’s 
wrath against the nations. (Vss. 11-16) Antici- 
pating the coming slaughter, an angel calls 
carrion birds to eat the fleshy parts of those 
who will be slain.—Vss. 17, 18.

Then, in the passage that we read above, 
John saw the actual warfare. Action is first 
taken against the symbolic wild beast (under- 
stood to represent Satan’s earth-wide political 
system) and the false prophet (standing for
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being buried as if meriting resurrection, their 
carcasses are left on the ground. Carrion birds 
are to eat them. Hence, Revelation 19:21 
does not picture them as being burned up. 
(Compare Ezekiel 39:1719־.) On this The 
Tyndale New Testament Commentary states: 
“The picture of destruction is completed with 
the statement that the birds were sated with 
the flesh of the slain, a common piece of 
imagery for final disaster.”

Hence, Revelation 19:21 is setting out God״s 
judgment on his human enemies, the commit· 
ted supporters of the wild beast who will be 
annihilated in the coming “war of the great 
day of God the Almighty.”—Rev. 16:14.

"WATCHTOWER" STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
September 9: Why Will Christendom Not Sur- 

vive? Page 9. Songs to Be Used: 39, 40. 
September 16: Saying “Peace” When There 

Is None. Page 16. Songs to Be Used: 76, 80.

prophet, Revelation 19 distinctly refers to those 
who ‘receive the mark of the wild beast.״

But what about the fact that Revelation 
19:20, 21 says that the wild beast and the false 
prophet are cast into the lake of fire whereas 
“the rest” are killed with the sword and left 
for the birds?

It is noteworthy that the execution of “the 
rest” (the committed supporters of the wild 
beast) is an expression of the “anger of the 
wrath of God.” (Rev. 19:15) Revelation 13:8 
states about those worshiping the wild beast: 
“The name of not one of them stands written 
in the scroll of life of the Lamb.” And Revela- 
tion uses basically the same language about 
the worshipers of the wild beast as Revelation 
20:10 does about Satan, the wild beast and the 
false prophet, namely: “They will be torment- 
ed day and night forever.” Thus it shows that 
the execution, being left unburied and being 
consumed by the birds represents complete 
rejection by God of “the rest.” Rather than
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