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stak in g , Obedience 
<A Pleasure

mands to children should be given in terms 
that a child can easily grasp and from a 
child’s point of view. Important also is that 
a command or a request be given in a 
kind, loving tone of voice, and yet firmly 
if need be. Above all, never should a com- 
mand be given in uncontrolled anger.

It is very helpful, when time and cir- 
cumstances permit, to explain why a cer- 
tain thing should be done. And, of course, 
there always are reasons. I t is ideal to be 
able to work together, as father and son, 
or mother and daughter. Where such is not 
possible a request might be coupled with 
some such remark as ,while you are doing 
this, I’ll be doing that.’ For obedience to 
be a pleasure, there must also be consis- 
tency. Parents must practice what they 
preach. If they want their children to re- 
spect them, they must show respect for 
authority. All such factors, it might be 
said, apply with even more force where 
adults are concerned. To obey means to 
submit to the authority properly exercised 
by one over another, which may tend to 
go against the ego or pride of some. Thus 
the Bible tells a Christian to do “nothing 
out of . . . egotism, but with lowliness of 
mind considering that the others are su- 
perior to you.”—Phil. 2:3; compare Gala- 
tians 5:26.

Wives are told to ,be in subjection to 
their husbands in everything.’ But if the 
husband also follows the Bible’s counsel 
and ,loves his wife as he loves his own 
body,’ if he shows empathy and consider- 
ation, then his wife will certainly find it 
a pleasure to obey him. (Eph. 5:22-28)

 -HOUGHTFULNESS and consider׳׳
ation are truly oils that help to lubri- 

cate the machinery of human relations. 
This is especially true when these qualities 
are manifested by those who have the duty 
of eliciting obedience from others. Many 
persons chafe at the thought of having to 
obey; and this is true of both children and 
adults. But when persons having authority 
are thoughtful and considerate, obedience 
can be made a pleasure where otherwise it 
might be an irksome duty.

For example, parents have God-given au- 
thority over their children. But how do they 
exercise it? Some parents may insist that 
their children obey them but give no 
thought as to whether they obey willingly 
or begrudgingly. No doubt this lack of 
consideration on the part of adults is one 
reason why, in these “last days,” so many 
children are “disobedient to parents.” 
(2 Tim. 3:1, 2) How can parents make 
obedience a pleasure for their children? 
Most helpful is for them to show empathy, 
for empathy is conducive to thoughtful- 
ness and consideration. To be empathetic 
means for parents to put themselves in the 
shoes of their children, as it were. Com­
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or assignments with a word of appreci- 
ation of assignments or volunteer service 
willingly performed in the past. An over- 
seer might seek the cooperation of fellow 
workers by kindly asking whether they 
would like to assist in this or that project, 
or by sharing with them some of the bur- 
den of the task a t hand.

Especially helpful in making obedience 
a pleasure is expressing appreciation for 
work done. This is such a simple thing that 
it may be overlooked as old-fashioned, but 
it still works today, as a report appearing 
in Today’s Health, August 1972, showed. 
There was a clerk whose duties included 
sweeping the center aisle of the company 
warehouse. The first time that the boss 
noticed how well the clerk had swept the 
floor, he exclaimed: “Hey! Nice job you 
did there.” Commenting on this, the clerk 
said: “That’s all, nothing else, but every 
day or every time I swept the floor he 
would say something nice about i t . . . .  Sim- 
pie words like these can make a person 
feel that he or she has achieved something. 
Somebody cares about what you are doing 
and that what you do is important. So 
every time you do it, you do it better.”

It is easy for parents to get out of touch 
with their children, for husbands to be 
thoughtless in dealing with their wives and 
for employers or overseers in the business 
or industrial world to be so absorbed in 
their responsibilities that they overlook 
the human element in dealing with those 
under their authority. But empathy, so 
conducive to thoughtfulness and consider- 
ation on the part of those who make re- 
quests or give orders, can do much to make 
obedience to them a pleasure, instead of 
a duty reluctantly discharged.

To demonstrate: a husband who is big- 
hearted, understanding and has keen men- 
tal discernment will couple his requests 
with appeals to his wife’s reason, her loy- 
alty, her love. And he will not forget to 
praise her for her capable support as his 
helpmeet and her industriousness, even in 
small things.—Prov. 31:10, 27-31.

Likewise, it is thoughtful and consid- 
erate to give reasons before making a re- 
quest. For example, a husband may say: 
O ur expenses this past month far exceed- 
ed our income and if that continues we 
will not be able to go on vacation this year. 
So this month let’s try  to live within our 
means—right, dear?’ Not to be overlooked 
by the husband is reasonableness in mak- 
ing requests, keeping in mind the words 
of the apostle Peter: “You husbands, con- 
tinue dwelling in like manner with [your 
wives] according to knowledge, assigning 
them honor as to a weaker vessel, the 
feminine one.”—1 Pet. 3:7.

Similar principles may be applied in the 
relationship between a worker and his boss, 
foreman or overseer. The Bible commands 
those having authority over others in secu- 
lar matters not to be abusively threatening 
them, as bosses are frequently prone to do, 
which hardly is conducive to making obe- 
dience a pleasure. Also, God’s Word com- 
mands such to be “dealing out what is 
righteous and what is fair.” There is noth- 
ing that does more to take away the plea- 
sure of working than having to work un- 
der unjust and oppressive conditions.—Eph. 
6:9; Col. 4:1.

Here, too, appealing to reason is help- 
ful and so is appealing to the willingness 
of the other. Thus an elder in a Christian 
congregation might preface his requests

“The Forehead of a Wife Committing Prostitution”
BECAUSE of her shameful record of idolatry, Jerusalem is described as having ‘,the 
forehead of a w ife committing prostitution.״ (Jer. 3:3) This means that Jerusalem was 
as brazen and shameless as an adulterous woman. It was as if  her faithless acts were 
written upon her forehead, visible to all.
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“You m ust pray, then, th is w ay”

that others besides the one 
praying have a close relation- 
ship with God and are part of 
his family of worshipers.

At times the word “name” 
appears in the Scriptures as 
a synonym  fo r a person  

himself. For example, we read at Reve- 
lation 3:4: “You do have a few names 
[persons] in Sardis that did not defile their 
outer garments.” (Compare Isaiah 30:27; 
Malachi 3:16.) “Let your name be sancti- 
fied” includes the thought that God take 
action to sanctify himself by clearing away 
from his memorial name, Jehovah, the re- 
proach that has been heaped on it ever 
since the rebellion of the first human pair 
in the garden of Eden. (Ps. 135:13; Hos. 
12:5) In answer to this prayer, God will 
remove wickedness from the earth. Con- 
cerning that time, we read: “And I shall 
certainly magnify myself and sanctify my- 
self and make myself known before the 
eyes of many nations; and they will have 
to know that I am Jehovah.”—Ezek. 38: 
23; also 36:23.

(2) Let your kingdom come.” (Matt. 
6:10a) That “kingdom” is God’s sovereign 
rulership as expressed through a heavenly 
Messianic government in the hands of 
Christ Jesus and his associated “holy ones.” 
(Isa. 9:6, 7; 11:1-5; Dan. 7:13, 14, 18, 22, 
27) Praying for it to “come” asks that 
God’s kingdom come against all opposers 
of divine rulership on earth. According to 
the book of Daniel, “the kingdom [of God] 
. . . will crush and put an end to all these 
[earthly] kingdoms, and it itself will stand

Fo l l o w in g  the admoni-
tion th a t his disciples 

avoid hypocritically calling at- 
tention to themselves when 
praying, Jesus presented the 
famous Model Prayer. He in- 
troduced it by saying: “ 
must pray, then, this w ay”—Matt. 6:9a.

The word “you” refers to Jesus’ listen- 
ers as distinct from the hypocrites whom 
he had mentioned earlier. (Matt. 6:5) The 
expression “this way” introduces a con- 
trast with persons who had become accus- 
tomed to saying “the same things over and 
over again.” (Matt. 6:7) Hence, it should 
be clear that Jesus was not encouraging 
his listeners simply to repeat from memory 
the prayer that he was about to give.

The Model Prayer has seven petitions. 
The first three ask that God act with re- 
gard to the sanctification of his name; the 
remaining four are requests involving hu- 
man needs. Let us consider them individ- 
ually.

(1) "  Our Father in the heavens, let 
your name ־be sanctified” (Matt. 6:9b) 
Due to his being the Creator of mankind 
who dwells far beyond the earth, it is prop- 
er for creatures to address God as “Our 
Father in the heavens.” (Acts 17:24, 28; 
2 Chron. 6:21; Isa. 66:1) During the first 
century C.E., this expression was especial- 
ly appropriate for Jews, since God had 
“fathered” that people by freeing them 
from Egyptian bondage and by entering 
into covenant relationship with them. 
(Deut. 32:6, 18; Ex. 4:22; Isa. 63:16) The 
use of the plural term, “our,” acknowledges

Ι Ϊ Ι ϊ Ι Ι ξ ^ "

S E R f f l
ONTH I

m

I O N

I N I
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meant “sins.” (Luke 11:4) People may 
attain forgiveness from God only if they 
already “have forgiven” persons sinning 
against them. (See also Mark 11:25.) Am- 
plifying this thought, Jesus added: 
if you forgive men their your
heavenly Father will also forgive you; 
whereas if you do not forgive men their 
t r e s p a s s e s , neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses.” (Matt. 6:14, 15) God 
grants forgiveness only to persons who 
freely forgive others.—Compare Ephesians 
4:32; Colossians 3:13.

(6) “Do not bring into temptation.” 
(Matt. 6:13a) This is not meant to imply 
that God tempts people to commit wrong- 
doing, for the Bible states: “With evil 
things God cannot be tried nor does he 
himself try  anyone.” (Jas. 1:13) The real 
“Tempter” who endeavors to maneuver 
people into sinning against God is Satan 
the Devil. (Matt. 4:3; 1 Thess. 3:5) How- 
ever, on occasion Bible writers speak of 
God’s doing or causing things that he 
merely permits.—Ruth 1:20, 21; Eccl. 7: 
13; 11:5.

The request, “do not bring us into temp- 
tation,” asks God not to permit his faith- 
f ul worshipers to succumb or ‘cave in’ when 
pressured to disobey God. In this regard, 
the apostle Paul writes: “No temptation 
has taken you except what is common to 
men. But God is faithful, and he will not 
let you be tempted beyond what you can 
bear, but along with the temptation he 
will also make the way out in order for 
you to be able to endure it.”—1 Cor. 10:13.

(7) “Deliver us from the wicked one.” 
(Matt. 6:13b) This asks tha t the Devil 
not be permitted to overcome faithful wor- 
shipers of God. (Compare Psalm 141:8, 9.) 
Disciples of Jesus can be confident of God’s 
ability to answer such a petition. The 
apostle Peter writes: “Jehovah knows how 
to deliver people of godly devotion out of 
trial.”—2 Pet. 2:9; compare Revelation 
3:10.

to times indefinite.” (Dan. 2:44) There- 
after, rulership by God will transform the 
earth into a global paradise of righteous- 
ness and peace.—Ps. 72:1-15; 2 Pet. 3:13; 
Rev. 21:1-5.

(3) “Let your will take place, as in 
heaven, also upon earth.” (Matt. 6:10b) 
This does not request that God’s will be 
done by humans as it is done by angels 
in heaven, though that will certainly take 
place. (Ps. 103:19-22; 148:1-14) Rather, 
it is a request that God himself act in har* 
mony with his will for the earth. Similar 
is the psalmist’s declaration:

"Everything that Jehovah delighted to 
do he has done in the heavens and in the 
earth, in the seas and all the watery deeps. 
He who struck down the firstborn ones of 
Egypt, both man and beast. He sent signs 
and miracles into the midst of you, O 
Egypt, upon Pharaoh and upon all his 
servants; he who struck down many na- 
tions and killed potent kings.”—Ps. 135:6, 
8-10.

Asking tha t God do his will on earth is 
a request that he carry out his good pur- 
poses toward our planet, including the re- 
moved of his opposers once and for all, 
as he did on a smaller scale in ancient 
times.—Rev. 19:19-21; Ps. 83:9-18.

(4) “Give us today our bread for this 
day.” (Matt. 6:11) In Luke’s Gospel ac- 
count the wording of this request is: “Give 
us our bread for the day according to the 
day’s requirement.” (Luke 11:3) Asking 
God to provide necessary items “for this 
day” promotes faith in his ability to care 
for the needs of his worshipers from day 
to day. I t  is not a petition for superabun- 
demt provisions, but one for daily needs as 
they arise. I t reminds one of God’s com- 
mand that the Israelites gather the mirac- 
ulously provided manna “each his amount 
day for day,” and no more.—Ex. 16:4.

(5) “And forgive us our debts, as we 
also have forgiven our debtors.” (Matt. 
6:12) Luke shows that by “debts” Jesus
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INSIGHT ON THE NEWS
N e w  Y o rk  " D a ily  N e w s Priest G ״/ ig a n te  h ad  
him self recently  been  cited  fo r  contem pt o f  
court fo r  refusing to  tes tify  ab o u t illeg a l 
favors th a t he a lle g e d ly  o b ta in e d  fo r  ano ther 
im prisoned und erw o rld  " fr ie n d w ״׳ h ile  th a t one  
w as serving as a  city councilm an. The priest 
an d  the ra b b i both led  the graves ide  service.

Such accounts, com m on in A m erican b ig - 
city new spapers, le a d  th inking  persons to  
w o n d e r h ow  churches an d  synagogues can  
so o p e n ly  ign o re  the  w ro n g d o in g  o f  the ir 
members an d  c le rg y . It is true th a t churches 
should help  sinners, a n d  Jesus cam e to  save  
such; but those w h o  received this h e lp  w e re  
to  change th e ir w ay s , not continue w ro n g -  
doing  under a  c loak o f re lig ious resp ec tab ility . 
— See 1 C orin thians 5 :1 1 -1 3 ;  6 :1 0 , 11 ; Ezekiel 
1 8 :2 1 -2 3 .

•  H o w  can w e  d e a l e ffec tive ly  w ith  our 
irritation  over the  w rongs th a t w e  see in the  

w o rld ?  A ccord ing  to  noted  
C a lifo rn ia  psychiatrist an d  

1Swear and c r im in o lo g is t  J o e l F o rt,
Yell· to Cool " a n g e r  is a  p e r fe c t ly  

Anger? norm al reac tion— not an  
ab n o rm a l o n e " — to  the  
frustrations caused b y  in -  

justice. "S w ea rin g  an d  y e llin g  can h e lp ,"  he  
says. "E n la rg e  yo u r v o ca b u la ry . Use m ore  
im ag ina tio n  w hen  you sw ear. T ry lea rn in g  to  
sw ear in tw o  lan g u ag es . Use sexual sw ear  
w ords m ore crea tiv e ly . S trike or b rea k  objects 
ra ther than  p eo p le  or an im als . Kick the w a ll,  
break  dishes."

V en ting  ra g e  m ay b e  th e  o n ly  w a y  m any  
persons have to  d e a l w ith  th e ir em otions. 
H o w ever, th ere  is a n o th e r w a y  th a t re a lly  
w orks fo r  those w h o  fo llo w  the Bible's counsel. 
It is: "Let a n g e r a lo n e  a n d  lea ve  ra g e ; do  
not show  yourse lf h ea te d  up o n ly  to  do  e v il."  
(Ps. 3 7 :8 )  But h o w  is this possible in the  
rea l w o rld ?

W e ll,  "fits  o f a n g e r"  a re  am on g  the  "w orks  
o f the flesh" m entioned  in the B ib le , w hich  
says also  th a t " i f  you live in accord  w ith  the  
flesh you a re  sure to  d ie ; but if  you p u t the  
practices o f  the  b o d y  to  d e a th  b y  th e  spirit, 
you w ill l iv e ."  So G o d 's  h o ly  spirit w ill help  
true Christians to  av o id  childish rages. " S e lf-  
co n tro l"  is am on g  th e  fruits o f  th a t spirit. 
— G a l.  5 :1 9 , 2 0 , 2 2 , 2 3 ; Rom. 8 :1 3 .

•  Recently C a n a d a  has b een  in fe rm e n t over 
the desire o f Q uebec's Prem ier Rene Levesque 

to  s e p a ra te  his French- 
s p e a k in g  p ro v in c e  fro m

Fragmenting th e  English -speaking  n a -  
World tio n . In p resenting  his p o -  

s itio n  b e fo r e  C a n a d ia n  
university students, he n o t- 

ed  th at there w e re  o n ly  5 0  d iffe ren t nations  
in 1 9 4 5 , but now  the  num ber has grow n to  
ab o ut 1 5 0 . " I f  that's  not a  trend  then w h a t  
is?" he asked. " It 's  a  w o r ld w id e  trend  an d  
w e 're  p a rt o f i t ."

The w o rld  has been  b rea k in g  up into  ever 
sm aller fragm ents over issues th a t have p er- 
plexed  m ankind fo r  centuries: R elig ion , race, 
lan g u ag e  and  m any others. O fte n  the  d iv i- 
sions result from  seem ing ly u nso lvab le  p ro b - 
lems th a t drive peoples a p a r t . H o w  g ood  it 
w ould  be if  such differences could be resolved  
w ithout division.

For this reason the C re a to r o f  m ankind  
long ag o  purposed an " a rra n g in g , w hen  the  
tim e should have fu lly  com e, th a t everyth ing  
in heaven and on ea rth  should be unified  
in C hrist." Yes, fra g m e n te d  hum an society, 
under the m anagem ent o f  G o d 's  w ise Son 
Jesus Christ, w ill f in a lly  be b ro ug h t back to -  
gether as one united  fa m ily .— Eph. 1 :9 , 10 , 
"A n  A m erican  T ra n s la tio n ."

•  A n o ther a lle g e d  h ig h -ra n k in g  o rg an ize d  
crime figure recently  w as buried  a fte r  a  re - 

quiem  H igh  Mass in Brook- 
lyn . N e w  Y o rk . "Y e s te rd a y , 

Friends sp eaking  in the church
of the w h e re  [th e  reputed  m ob-

Underworld sterJ o ften  w o rsh ip ed ,"
s a y s  t h e  N e w  Y o r k
"T im es ,"  "F a th e r G ig a n te  

urged those w ho  knew  him not to  shed te a rs ."  
In an  em otional 10 -m inu te  eu lo g y , the priest, 
a  " fa m ily  fr ie n d ,"  c la im ed  th a t th e  deceased  
"w e n t ab o u t his life 's  w o rk  b y  loving an d  
helping others. . . .  H e  is in th e  hands o f  
G od n o w ."

M e a n w h ile , across th e  street, agen ts o f  
the police O rg a n iz e d  Crim e C o ntro l Bureau  
w ere noting th e  presence o f  a n o th e r reputed  
mobster an d  "R a b b i A b ra h a m  N ovitsky , w h o  
until recently  ran  an  ille g a l g a m b lin g  o p e r-  
atfon in  a  Q ueens su p erm arket,"  reports the
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“All the peoples, fpr,,their part, jyill... 
in the nam,e of its goa; but we, .,for pur 
walk in the name, of Jehovah our GocLi 
definite, even forever."—Mic. 4:5..

EVERY intelligent person walks in 
the name of some god. Yes, wheth- 

er nations or individuals realize it or 
not, they serve some god. ,How can 
be?’ you may ask. Well, not everyone 
today serves a specific god by name, as 
did the ancients. But some persons idol- 
ize actors, politicians, sportsmen, even 
themselves. Why, their god may be their 
own belly! (Phil. 3:18, 19) Some di- 
rectly worship Satan the Devil, whereas 
others serve him unwittingly, for “the 
whole world is lying in the power of the 
wicked one.” (1 John 5:19) How true 
are the words recorded under divine in- 
spiration by the Hebrew prophet Micah 
during the eighth century before the 
Common Era! He declared: “All the 
peoples, for their part, will walk each 
one in the name of its god.”—Mic. 4:5.

2Just prior to those words, refer- 
ence had been made to what would 
occur “in the final part of the days. 
Then the mountain of Jehovah God’s 
house would be firmly established 
above all other mountains (denoting 
the exalted position of true worship).
1. Every intelligent person walks in the name of 
whom? Explain.
2, 3. (a) In whose name do true Christians walk, 
and when particularly? (b) What attitude do 
they have? (Col. 3:23, 24)
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that god on earth. I t means living in har- 
mony with the traits of that god.

WALKING IN JEHOVAH’S NAME
7 The true God has given himself a name. 

Christians are well aware that Jehovah is 
“the Most High over all the earth.” (Ps. 
83:18) They are grateful that God has 
revealed to them his own personal name. 
But walking in the name of Jehovah in- 
volves much more than being able to speak 
his name. It means more than recognizing 
the divine name in Bible manuscripts.

8 Walking in the name of Jehovah does 
not mean merely saying that he is our 
God. Also, it involves more than attending 
Christian meetings at the local Kingdom 
Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses. And, natural- 
ly, preaching activity is not all that is 
connected with walking in Jehovah’s name.

9 While these things are important, they 
alone do not prove that we truly are walk- 
ing in the “name” of Jehovah. The deter- 
mining factor is not merely what we say 
and claim about ourselves, but what we ac- 
tually do with our whole heart, mind, soul 
and strength. (Luke 10:27; Jas. 1:22-27) 
The Christian apostle Paul asked this 
thought-provoking question: “Do you not 
know that if you keep presenting your- 
selves to anyone as slaves to obey him, 
you are slaves of him because you obey 
him, either of sin with death in view or 
of obedience with righteousness in view?” 
(Rom. 6:16) Those walking in God’s name 
are dedicated to him, and they really 
“slave for Jehovah,” serving him in faith- 
fulness and obedience. (Rom. 12:11) Have 
you taken a firm stand among worshipers 
of Jehovah? Are you walking in God’s 
name?

DIVINE PERSONALITY AND DEEDS
10We may have been thrilled when we

7, 8. Walking in Jehovah’s name means more than 
doing what?
9. Does walking in Jehovah’s name involve merely what 
we say about ourselves?
10. How has our appreciation for Jehovah grown?

9

People would stream to it. They would 
‘beat their swords into plowshares, their 
spears into pruning shears, and would not 
learn war anymore.’—Mic. 4:1-4.

3 Those who stream to Jehovah’s house 
realize that “there is no God but one.” 
(1 Cor. 8:4) Hence, while ,each people 
walks in the name of its god,’ the attitude 
of these true Christians is well expressed 
in Micah’s continuing words: “But we, for 
our part, shall walk in the name of Jeho- 
vah our God to time indefinite, even for- 
ever.” (Mic. 4:5) What does that expres- 
sion mean to you? Are you walking in 
God’s name?

WHAT IT MEANS TO WALK IN A NAME
4A name is a designation by which a 

person or thing is identified. The word 
“god” is a common name. On the other 
hand, a proper name distinguishes a per- 
son from all other individuals. “Jehovah” 
is a proper name. But the term “name” 
also means reputation or fame. So the 
‘name of our God’ is the proper or personal 
name by which he is known, and there is 
a certain reputation associated with it.

5In ancient times, people customarily 
gave distinguishing names to their deities. 
For example, there were Tammuz, Arte- 
mis, Zeus, Baal and Marduk. Eventually, 
by their supposed acts, the various gods 
and goddesses developed a reputation; they 
gained fame. Such reputation and fame 
became associated with each deity’s name. 
For instance, Marduk was the reputed 
founder of Babylon.

6 To ‘walk in the name’ of a certain god 
means doing things approved or done by 
that god. It means acting in harmony with 
the reputation of that god and also rec- 
ognizing the authority of that divinity. 
Actually, ‘walking in the name of a god’ 
means being dedicated to that god, having 
his name called on one and representing
4. What is a name? Illustrate.
5, 6. (a) In ancient times, what became associated with 
the name of a god? (b) What is meant by 'walking in 
the name of a god’?
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1*Moreover, true Christians have come 
to know of Jehovah’s purpose to uphold 
his universal sovereignty and vindicate his 
name by means of the heavenly kingdom 
in the hands of Jesus Christ. (Luke 11:2; 
Rev. 11:16-18) Moreover, godly persons 
realize that Jehovah is able to accomplish 
his purpose and to vindicate his holy name. 
Why? Because Jehovah has a record of 
mighty deeds. He is not like the worthless 
gods of the nations that can do nothing 
good for those walking in their name. 
(Ps. 115:1-8) Note how Jehovah was de- 
scribed in song after his miraculously de- 
livering the people of Israel a t the Red 
Sea:

“Who among the gods is like you, O 
Jehovah? Who is like you, proving 
yourself mighty in holiness? The One 
to be feared with songs of praise, the 
One doing marvels. You stretched out 
your right hand, the earth proceeded 
to swallow them up. When Pharaoh’s 
horses with his war chariots and his 
cavalrymen went into the sea, then 
Jehovah brought back the waters of 
the sea upon them, while the sons of 
Israel walked on dry land through the 
midst of the sea.”—Ex. 15:11, 12, 19. 
15Those who walk in Jehovah’s name 

also recognize him as the God of reliable 
prophecies. Jehovah’s forecasts of future 
events are recorded over his own name. 
It is as though he has put his signature 
to them as a guarantee of their authen- 
ticity. We can depend on such prophecies. 
For instance, Jehovah prophetically prom- 
ised to deliver the Israelites from Egyp- 
tian bondage and to give them a pai'ticular 
land. This was accomplished. (Ex. 3:6-17; 
14:19-31) Many years later, King Solomon 
of Israel could say: “Blessed be Jehovah,
14. (a) How can those walking in Jehovah’s name be 
sure that God can accomplish his purpose and vindicate 
his name? (b) Describe how Jehovah’s superiority over 
the gods of Egypt became well known among the 
nations, as related in Joshua 2:10, 11 and 1 Samuel 4:8.
15. How is it that those walking in Jehovah’s name 
know him as the God of reliable prophecies?
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first learned that Almighty God has a 
name. Probably we were delighted when 
we originally saw the divine name Jeho- 
vah in the Bible. And how glad we were 
to know that God’s name appears thou- 
sands of times in the Holy Scriptures! But 
walking in the name of Jehovah was an- 
other matter. That did not begin suddenly. 
Our appreciation grew as we came to know 
more about the One who bears the name 
Jehovah.

11As time passed, we came to appreci- 
ate Jehovah’s qualities, his personality. For 
instance, we gained such insight when 
meditating on this description of God at 
Exodus 34:6, 7:

“Jehovah went passing by before [Mo- 
ses’] face and declaring: ‘Jehovah, Je- 
hovah, a God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abundant in loving- 
kindness and truth, preserving loving- 
kindness for thousands, pardoning er- 
ror and transgression and sin, but by 
no means will he give exemption from 
punishment.’ ”
12Years later, Moses was divinely in- 

spired to compose a song. In it he said: 
“I shall declare the name of Jehovah. 
Do you attribute greatness to our God! 
The Rock, perfect is his activity, for 
all his ways are justice. A God of 
faithfulness, with whom there is no 
injustice; righteous and upright is he.” 
—Deut. 32:3, 4.
13 Those walking in Jehovah’s name have 

learned also that love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, kindness, goodness, faith, mild- 
ness and self-control are fruits of God’s 
holy spirit. (Gal. 5:22, 23) These are 
therefore qualities that originate with Je- 
hovah. Now we associate them with his ho- 
ly name, and they move us to love and trust 
the God in whose name we are walking.
11. What was Moses told about Jehovah’s qualities?
12. How did Moses describe Jehovah in song?
13. What qualities have we come to associate with God 
that move us to love and trust him?

10



ly has the right to make and enforce laws, 
establish moral standards and make pro■ 
visions for the everlasting benefit of all 
his intelligent creatures. And consider this: 
Our showing respect for Jehovah’s laws, 
our having regard for the moral standards 
of God, our expressing appreciation for 
his provisions for our well-being and ever- 
lasting salvation—all these give evidence 
that we are walking in Jehovah’s name.

19Certainly, those truly walking in Je- 
hovah’s name eagerly await the time when 
God will act in the best interests of all 
lovers of righteousness and will take ac- 
tion against those who profane his name. 
(Ezek. 20:9; 39:7) Indeed, lovers of Jeho- 
vah are looking ahead to the fulfillment 
of the Model Prayer taught by Jesus Christ: 
“Our Father in the heavens, let your name 
be sanctified. Let your kingdom come. Let 
your will take place, as in heaven, also 
upon earth.” (Matt. 6:9, 10) Further, per- 
sons walking in Jehovah’s name also look 
forward to the day when everyone alive 
will respect God’s most holy name.

A UNIQUE PRIVILEGE
20A great responsibility rests on those 

walking in Jehovah’s name. To walk in his 
name necessitates our being unreservedly 
dedicated to him. It requires living in har- 
mony with God’s name, being representa- 
tives of everything for which Jehovah’s 
name stands. Yes, it means representing 
the divine name before all the world in 
a correct manner. Obviously, walking in 
Jehovah’s name does not allow for despis- 
ing that name, fighting against it, keeping 
it out of Bible translations and trying to 
hide that name, as the religionists of Chris- 
tendom have done or attempted to do. Rath- 
er, walking in the name of our God means 
honoring the name Jehovah, fighting for 
it spiritually, giving tha t divine name its
19. (a) What action has Jehovah promised» and why? 
(b) We look ahead» then» to the fulfillment of what
prayer?
20. In contrast with the religionists of Christendom» 
how do Jehovah's people ‘walk in his name'?

who has given a resting-place to his peo- 
pie Israel according to all that he has 
promised. There has not failed one word 
of all his good promise that he has prom- 
ised by means of Moses his servant.”—1 Ki. 
8:56; see also Joshua 21:45.

18 Furthermore, those walking in Jeho- 
vah’s name have learned about God’s pur- 
pose to cleanse the whole human family 
of sin by means of the expiatory power 
of the sacrifice of his dear Son, Jesus 
Christ, so that justice might be satisfied. 
They are happy to see that justice is as- 
sociated with the divine name, as is love 
for mankind. “God loved the world so 
much,” said Jesus, “that he gave his only- 
begotten Son, in order that everyone ex- 
ercising faith in him might not be de- 
stroyed but have everlasting life.”—John 
3:16; 1 Cor. 15:22; 1 John 4:10.

RESPECT FOR THE DIVINE NAME
17 The name of such a loving God merits 

our interest and respect. Jehovah himself 
is keenly interested in his name, but not 
selfishly so. He is self-respecting and never 
has done a single thing that has down- 
graded or disgraced his holy name. His 
acts have always associated his name with 
truth, justice and righteousness. God’s 
deeds have clothed the divine name with 
honor, glory, splendor and dignity. With 
good reason, then, aged David could bless 
Jehovah and say: “Yours, O Jehovah, are 
the greatness and the mightiness and the 
beauty and the excellency and the dignity.” 
(1 Chron. 29:11) How vital that those 
dedicated to Jehovah today show proper 
respect for the divine name!

18Persons walking in Jehovah’s name 
recognize him as their Statute-Giver, Judge 
and King. (Isa. 33:22) Since he is the 
Universal Sovereign, Jehovah God certain-
16. What have those walking in Jehovah's name learned 
about God’s love for mankind?
17. How has Jehovah shown that he is self-respecting?
18. As regards Jehovah’s laws, moral standards and 
provisions for salvation, how can we show that we are 
walking in bis name?
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BOLDLY WITNESSING
23 Often great courage is required for 

one to walk in Jehovah’s name as his wit- 
ness. But doing so results in rich blessings. 
For example, “Enoch kept walking with 
the true God,” boldly declaring a strong 
message. (Gen. 5:24) “Look!” said Enoch, 
“Jehovah came with his holy myriads, to 
execute judgment against all, and to con- 
vict all the ungodly concerning all their 
ungodly deeds that they did in an ungodly 
way, and concerning all the shocking things 
that ungodly sinners spoke against him.” 
(Jude 14, 15) Jehovah “took” that bold 
witness, cutting short his life and thus not 
permitting his opposers to kill him. He 
was “transferred” so that he apparently 
did not experience the pangs of death. 
—Heb. 11:5; compare John 3:13.

24 Noah also “walked with the true God.” 
This faithful man witnessed about God’s 
purpose to destroy the wicked in an earth- 
wide deluge. Noah’s faithfulness was re- 
warded, indeed, for it resulted in preserva- 
tion for himself and seven others through 
the global flood.—Gen. 6:9; 7:6, 7; 8:16; 
2 Pet. 2:5.

25 Those men were among the early wit- 
nesses of Jehovah. (Heb. 11:4-7; 12:1) 
They were not afraid to honor the divine 
name and make it known far and wide. 
Jehovah’s Christian witnesses of today have 
the same attitude. Fearlessly, they declare 
God’s message of judgment. But they also 
preach the “good news” of a righteous 
new order near a t hand. They yearn for 
the complete fulfillment of Jehovah’s prom- 
ise to bring about “new heavens and a new 
earth” wherein righteousness will dwell. 
(2 Pet. 3:8-13) What joy then will pre- 
vail! No longer will anyone be walking in 
the name of some other god. Rather, all 
intelligent creation will walk in the name 
of Jehovah God forever.
23. In walking with God, what did Enoch do, and what 
blessing did he experience?
24. How and why was Noah’s faithfulness rewarded?
25. Jehovah’s Witnesses declare what kind of message 
today?
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proper place in the Holy Scriptures and 
declaring tha t holy name boldly.—Ps. 9: 
1, 2.

21 Jehovah God had a people for his 
name in the first century of the Common 
Era. Those anointed disciples of Jesus 
Christ upheld the name and sovereignty 
of Jehovah. Appropriately, a t the council 
of the apostles and elders at Jerusalem in 
about 49 C.E., the disciple James declared: 
“Men, brothers, hear me. Symeon [the 
apostle Peter] has related thoroughly how 
God for the first time turned his attention 
to the nations to take out of them a people 
for his name.” (Acts 15:13, 14) Compa- 
rably, Jehovah has his name-people today. 
They do not belong to Christendom’s re- 
ligions, but constitute a remnant of Jesus’ 
anointed followers. Associated with this 
remnant is a “great crowd” who have the 
hope of life eternal on earth. (John 10: 
14-16; Rev. 7:4-9) Among all the religious 
groups now found on earth, these witness- 
es of Jehovah alone represent the divine 
name.

22 Theirs is a unique privilege and posi- 
tion before all the world of mankind. In 
the eighth century B.C.E., through the 
prophet Isaiah, Jehovah God challenged 
all the gods of the nations to produce their 
witnesses, so that these might testify re- 
garding the deity of those gods. All those 
false gods failed to produce witnesses. But 
note what the true God said to his name- 
people: “ ‘You are my witnesses,’ is the 
utterance of Jehovah, ‘even my servant 
whom I  have chosen.’ ” (Isa. 43:8-10) To- 
day Jehovah’s Witnesses gladly bear the 
divine name. They consider it a grand 
privilege to represent the Universal Sov- 
ereign and to acquaint mankind with him, 
witnessing about this true God and his pur- 
poses. Compared with this marvelous privi- 
lege, everything else becomes of relatively 
little importance.
21, 22. Who alone represent the divine name today, and 
what Is their unique privilege before mankind?
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of man.

“We . .. have net ceased praying for you and asking 
that you may be filled with the accurate knowledge 
of his will in all wisdom and spiritual comprehension, 
in order to walk worthily of Jehovah.״ — Col. 1:9, 10.

H H |
■toiffliifr” ■

heed the words of the Congregator, who declared cen- 
turies ago: “Fear the true God and keep his com- 
mandments. For this is the whole obligation 
—Eccl. 12:13.

2Accurate knowledge is vital in order

JEHOVAH GOD is the best 
friend anyone can have. Be- 
cause the patriarch “ ‘Abra- 

ham put faith in Jehovah, . .  . 
it was counted to him as righ- 
teousness,’ and he came to be 
called ‘Jehovah’s friend.’ ” 
(Jas. 2:23) What a splendid 
relationship! But Jehovah de- 
sires that all persons possess- 
ing such faith walk in his 
name as his friends. Of course, 
if individuals are to please 
God and enjoy a friendly re- 
lationship with him, they must

2. What is needed to “walk worthily of Jehovah9״ ?

1. (a) What splendid relationship may 
we enjoy with Jehovah? (b) What, 
then, should be our attitude toward 
his commandments? (Ps. 119:47, 48)
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is the great King of the entire universe. 
His name is attached to his kingdom with 
Jesus Christ as Messianic Ruler under God. 
Surely, then, those walking worthily in Je- 
hovah’s name must advocate tha t kingdom. 
Hence, they do not have any part in the 
political affairs of this world. Rather, they 
stand in the same position as that of Jesus 
Christ, who declared: “My kingdom is no 
part of this world.”—John 18:36.

«The world itself is steeped in unrigh- 
teousness. Therefore, those who would 
walk worthily in Jehovah’s name as his 
friends must shun this world and every- 
thing that is evil in it. They have the same 
view of sin as that possessed by Jehovah 
God, who “is righteous in all his ways and 
loyal in all his works.” (Ps. 145:17) Chris- 
tians know that if they were to steal, to 
commit adultery or otherwise violate God’s 
law, the name of Jehovah would be re- 
proached on that account. Never would we 
want that to happen! Rather, we desire 
that our conduct bring glory to God, even 
as the apostle Peter wrote: “Maintain your 
conduct fine among the nations, that, in 
the thing in which they are speaking 
against you as evildoers, they may as a 
result of your fine works of which they 
are eyewitnesses glorify God in the day 
for his inspection.”—1 Pet. 2:12; Rom. 
2:21-24.

“IMITATORS OF GOD״
7A person’s friends can have either a 

good or a bad effect on him, because one 
may be inclined to imitate the ways of 
one’s associates. Well, those walking wor- 
thily in Jehovah’s name as his friends can 
be certain that intimacy with God will al- 
ways have a good effect on them. Trying 
to imitate Jehovah is highly beneficial. 
The apostle Paul urged: “Become imita- 
tors of God, as beloved children.” (Eph. 
5:1) A person, though imperfect, can imi-
6. What view of sin Is possessed by those walking wor- 
thily in Jehovah's name?
7. How is it possible to imitate God?
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friend, to keep his commandments and to 
walk in his name. Appropriately, there- 
fore, the Christian apostle Paul told fel- 
low believers at Colossae: “We . . . have 
not ceased praying for you and asking that 
you may be filled with the accurate knowl- 
edge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 
comprehension, in order to walk worthily 
of Jehovah to the end of fully pleasing him 
as you go on bearing fruit in every good 
work and increasing in the accurate knowl- 
edge of God.”—Col. 1:9, 10.

ALERT TO OUR RESPONSIBILITY
*Friendship with another human can- 

not be maintained if we misrepresent that 
individual in some way. Accordingly, if 
we wish to have Jehovah as our friend, we 
must realize that walking worthily in his 
name involves living in harmony with all 
that it represents. This requires earnest 
and regular study of the Holy Scriptures, 
as well as personal application of what 
they say. When people see us, they asso- 
date  us with our God; and, as Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, it is vital that we represent 
God properly, acting in harmony with his 
Word.

4Witnesses of Jehovah also realize that 
walking worthily in his name involves ev- 
ery aspect of their lives. They have a re- 
sponsibility to represent the divine name 
before mankind in a worthy manner. Cer- 
tainly, they are not like those of Chris- 
tendom today who refrain from using the 
name Jehovah out of fear that it will of- 
fend someone. Jehovah wants his name to 
be made known throughout the earth. 
(Ex. 9:16) And it is indeed a privilege to 
inform people that Jehovah is the Most 
High God.

5 But the Christian’s obligation involves 
more than merely speaking the name of 
God. Jehovah, our most cherished Friend,
3. How must we live If we are to walk worthily In 
Jehovah’s name?
4. As regards representing the divine name, what re- 
sponsibility do Jehovah’s Witnesses have?
5. What is the Christian’s attitude toward political af- 
fairs, and why?
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worldly persons said of the early Chris- 
tians, Tertullian wrote: “ ‘Look/ they say, 
‘how they love one another . . . and how 
they are ready to die for each other.'" 
Moreover, love is “a perfect bond of union" 
within the Christian congregation. (Col. 
3:14) And no wonder! Love is long- 
suffering and kind. I t does not brag, get 
puffed up, behave indecently, look for its 
own interests, become provoked, keep ac- 
count of injury, or rejoice over unrigh- 
teousness. Rather, it rejoices with the 
truth and bears, believes, hopes and en- 
dures all things. Truly, “love never fails.” 
—1 Cor. 13:48־.

11 Joy, another fruit of God's spirit, is 
said to be “deeper-rooted than delight, 
more radiant or demonstrative than glad- 
ness ” The pleasant, joyful countenance of 
a Kingdom proclaimer has brightened the 
face of many a listener. And is there not 
good reason to be joyful if we are walking 
worthily in Jehovah’s name? Yes, indeed, 
for we are declaring “the glorious good 
news of the happy God.” (1 Tim. 1:11) 
Moreover, we have joyful prospects, a 
sound hope of future blessings, if we con- 
tinue walking worthily in Jehovah’s name. 
Think of that when confronted with life’s 
problems. Endeavor to spread joy among 
your Christian associates too, for persons 
dedicated to God are expected to ‘serve 
Jehovah with rejoicing and joy of heart.’ 
—Deut. 28:46, 47.

12 Peace,another fruit of the spirit, is 
an outstanding quality of Jehovah. He is 
“the God of peace.” (Heb. 13:20) True 
Christians “pursue peace with all people.” 
(Heb. 12:14) To illustrate: At the Divine 
Will International Assembly in 1958, Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses resolved: “T h a t , figu- 
ratively speaking, we have beaten our 
swords into plowshares and our spears into 
pruning shears and, although of so many 
nationalities, we will not lift up sword
11. What is joy, and why should we be joyful?
12. Of what benefit is peace among Christians?

tate God by accepting the guidance pro- 
vided in Jehovah’s Word and by yielding 
to the influence of God’s holy spirit, or 
active force.

s Surely, Christian witnesses of Jehovah 
desire to cultivate and demonstrate the 
fruitage of God’s holy spirit—love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, 
faith, mildness and self-control. (Gal. 5: 
22, 23) As God’s servants manifest these 
fruits, other people will be moved to think 
of these qualities when Jehovah God is 
brought to mind. Of course, this requires 
that true Christians display the fruits of 
God’s spirit everywhere, before all per- 
sons. So a servant of Jehovah can profit- 
ably ask: Do I actually do this a t home, at 
work, at school, when driving an automo- 
bile, during recreational activities, and so 
forth? All of this is included in walking 
worthily in Jehovah’s name. And surely 
these fruits of the spirit should be dis- 
played toward our brothers and sisters in 
the faith. Then all of us can rejoice in being 
among Jehovah’s people.—Ps. 144:15.

9 Earnest prayer to Jehovah for his holy 
spirit and aid in cultivating and demon- 
strating its fruitage in life will be reward- 
ed. (Luke 11:13; Rom. 5:5) Now please 
consider briefly certain benefits of these 
fruits of the spirit. I t will be evident that 
they have a favorable effect, not only on 
persons displaying these qualities, but on 
fellow worshipers of Jehovah and others.

10 Love is the first of these fruits men- 
tioned by Paul. “God is love,” wrote the 
apostle John. (1 John 4:8) Hence, a godly 
person who manifests love is imitating Je- 
hovah in that respect. Furthermore, “by 
this all will know that you are my disci- 
pies,” said Jesus Christ, “if you have love 
among yourselves.” (John 13:35) The love 
among Christians attracts attention now, 
even as it did in former days. Citing what
8. What should Christians cultivate? How?
9. Prayer plays what part herein?
10. (a) How important is love among Christians? Ex- 
plain, (b) According to 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, what is 
love like?
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toward the unthankful and wicked,” en- 
couraging them to repent. (Luke 6:35; 
Rom. 2:4) Accordingly, as “imitators of 
God,” Christians are to clothe themselves 
with kindness. (Eph. 5:1; Col. 3:12) They 
follow Scriptural counsel to “become kind 
to one another, tenderly compassionate, 
freely forgiving one another” as God by 
Christ forgave them. (Eph. 4:32) Kind- 
ness begets kindness, and it has attractive 
force. So, it benefits the one showing it, 
the one receiving it and the one drawn to 
God's people because of seeing kindness at 
work among them.

15 G o o d n e s s ,another fruit of the spirit, 
denotes moral excellence or virtue. “Good 
and upright is Jehovah.” (Ps. 25:8) As an 
aid in developing goodness, Christians do 
well to ask God prayerfully: “Teach me 
goodness, sensibleness and knowledge them- 
selves, for in your commandments I have 
exercised faith.” (Ps. 119:66) Also, good- 
ness is developed by obeying Jehovah's 
commands. There is satisfaction in know- 
ing that one is imitating Jehovah by prac- 
ticing goodness toward fellow believers and 
all others. Such goodness may draw per- 
sons to true Christianity.—Gal. 6:10.

16 F a i t h ,the seventh-listed fruit of the 
spirit, is vitally important to those desir- 
ing to “walk worthily of Jehovah.” I t  is 
impossible to maintain friendship with Je- 
hovah and to please God without this quali- 
ty. (Heb. 11:6) “Faith is the assured ex- 
pectation of things hoped for, the evident 
demonstration of realities though not be- 
held.” (Heb. 11:1) It is not just baseless 
hope, but is a well-founded expectation. 
Furthermore, faith is the evidence needed 
for conviction regarding unseen realities. 
For instance, created things such as the 
sun, the moon and the stars prove to the 
thinking person that God the Creator ex- 
ists. (Rom. 1:20-23; Heb. 11:3) When an
15. Goodness denotes what, and how can it be de- 
veloped ?
16. (a) How is faith defined? (b) Our displaying this 
fruit of the spirit may have what effect on others?
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against one another because we are Chris- 
tian brothers and members of the one 
family of God, neither will we learn to 
war against one another any more, but 
we will walk in God's paths in peace, unity 
and brotherly love.” Jehovah’s people have 
lived up to that resolution, and the peace 
existing among them attracts lovers of 
peace to true Christianity. (Isa. 2:2-4) 
Furthermore, ‘Jehovah blesses his people 
with peace.' (Ps. 29:11) They are not anx- 
ious over anything, but they prayerfully 
make their petitions known to God. As a 
result, ‘the peace of God that excels all 
thought guards their hearts and mental 
powers by means of Christ Jesus.’—Phil. 
4:6, 7.

13 Long-suffering, another of the spirit’s 
fruits, does not mean merely “suffering 
long.” I t  involves slowness to anger and 
is patient endurance of provocation or 
wrong, linked with the refusal to abandon 
hope for improvement in a disturbed re- 
lationship. Jehovah is “slow to anger,” or 
is long-suffering. (Ex. 34:6) God’s patience 
allows persons time to repent and escape 
destruction. (2 Pet. 3:8-18) While God is 
exercising long-suffering, he is gathering 
“a people for his name” and, through them, 
is magnifying himself earth wide. (Acts 
15:14; Rom. 9:22-24) Jehovah’s name- 
people strive to “be long-suffering toward 
all.” (1 Thess. 5:14) Not only does this 
promote good relations with fellow be- 
lievers. Long-suffering enables Christians 
patiently to help others to learn about Je- 
hovah, with a view to their doing his will 
and gaining everlasting life. (1 Tim. 4:16; 
Heb. 6:11-15) Also, by walking worthily 
of Jehovah in this way, God’s people have 
the satisfaction of pleasing him now, with 
eternal blessings as their prospect.

14 Kindness also is a fruit of God’s spirit. 
It involves being actively interested in the 
welfare of others. Jehovah is even “kind
13. Long-suffering involves what, and how is it bene- 
ficial?
14. What is kindness, and what effect does it have?

16



WHAT GOD ASKS
19Those having Jehovah’s name upon 

them can please God if they seek his aid 
in cultivating the fruits of the spirit. Cer- 
tainly, if we truly look to Jehovah for 
guidance and feel deeply our responsibility 
before him, he will strengthen us to walk 
in his way. Said Paul: “For all things I 
have the strength by virtue of him who 
imparts power to me.” (Phil. 4:13) In his 
loving-kindness, Jehovah aids us greatly 
and asks relatively little. “He has told you, 
O earthling man, what is good,” wrote Mi- 
cah. “And what is Jehovah asking back 
from you but to exercise justice and to 
love kindness and to be modest in walking 
with your God?”—Mic. 6:8.

20 By exercising justice, loving kindness 
and by being modest in walking with Je- 
hovah, we are not left unprotected in this 
hostile system of things. No, for we can 
be confident that Jehovah God will pro- 
tect and aid us as his people and will de- 
liver us into his promised new order, if 
we continue walking worthily of him. As 
the prophet Samuel once declared: “Je- 
hovah will not desert his people for the 
sake of his great name, because Jehovah 
has taken it upon himself to make you 
his people.”—1 Sam. 12:22.

21 If we take seriously our responsibility 
before God, truly walking worthily in Je- 
hovah’s name, he will be with us as our 
friend. Surely, if we continue to acquire 
and apply knowledge of his inspired Word, 
Jehovah will not abandon us. As his Wit- 
nesses, we have declared that we are going 
to “walk in the name of Jehovah our God.” 
(Mic. 4:5) May we live up to that deci- 
sion. By doing so, we will have the mar- 
velous prospect of walking worthily of Je- 
hovah throughout eternity.
19. How much does Jehovah ask of us?
20. Why may we be confident of Jehovah’s protection 
and aid?
21. What prospect lies before those now walking wor- 
thily in Jehovah’s name?

17

individual displays faith in Jehovah, he is 
setting a fine example for fellow Chris- 
tians. Their faith may be strengthened by 
observing his implicit faith in Jehovah. 
And such active faith may also move un- 
believers to begin placing confidence in 
Jehovah God.

17 Mildness,another fruit of the spirit, 
might be defined as gentleness, gracious- 
ness, with strength behind it. Jesus Christ 
said: “I am mild-tempered and lowly in 
heart.” (Matt. 11:29) Jehovah, who has 
provided for approach to himself through 
Christ, is mild, not harsh and cruel. So, 
those seeking to walk worthily in God’s 
name have no reason to be fearful of ap- 
proaching him in prayer. (Heb. 4:16; 
1 John 4:17, 18) As imitators of Jehovah 
and his Son, Christians display mildness 
in their dealings with all people, and this 
is beneficial indeed. Among other things, 
“the quiet and mild spirit” of a Christian 
wife may be a factor in winning an unbe- 
lieving mate over to the true faith. (1 Pet. 
3:1-4) Then, too, mildness promotes pleas- 
ant relations among people even when dif- 
Acuities arise, for “an answer, when mild, 
turns away rage.”—Prov. 15:1.

18 Self-control,the last-mentioned fruit 
of the spirit, involves restraining one’s 
person, speech and actions. Jehovah “kept 
exercising self-control” until the right 
time came for him to punish the Babylo- 
nian desolators of Jerusalem. (Isa. 42:14, 
15) As “imitators of God,” Christians 
strive to exercise self-control in all things 
and can confidently pray to Jehovah for 
aid in cultivating this quality. (1 Cor. 9: 
25) Self-control is a blessing to the per- 
son practicing it and to all those associat- 
ing with him. Like other fruits of the 
spirit, this quality may also attract observ- 
ers to Christianity.
17. What is mildness, and what results when imitators 
of Jehovah display it?
18. Self-control involves what, and what effect may it 
have?
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Kingdom ”Se e d " Dears Fruit
in Southern Africa

south of the equator. At first progress was 
slow. By 1931, the number of those active- 
ly proclaiming the “good news” in the 
huge territory was only about 100. How- 
ever, in 1948, new branches were estab- 
lished in what are today the countries 
of Malawi, Rhodesia and Zambia. By 1952, 
South Africa had over 9,500 Kingdom 
proclaimers. During that year the branch 
was moved from Cape Town to a new 
building in Activia Park, Germiston, on 
the same site as the present one.

As the theme of the dedication program 
showed, “God kept making it grow.” 
(1 Cor. 3:6) In 1959, a large extension 
of the original building was added, and, 
in 1971, this had to be further enlarged. 
Before long more space was needed. Hence, 
in June 1975, plans were drawn up for 
almost doubling the size of the building.

The next part of the program showed 
that Jehovah God provided the helpers and 
the equipment that were urgently needed. 
An architect, engineers, draftsmen, elec- 
tricians, bricklayers, plumbers, carpenters 
and other skilled men offered their ser-

ON Sunday, February 26, 1978, a 
mixed crowd of 1,867—blacks, whites, 

Coloureds and Indians—gathered at a 
large, handsome building situated some 10 
miles (16 kilometers) east of Johannes- 
burg. Representatives from Christian con- 
gregations had come from Botswana, Le- 
sotho, Swaziland, South-West Africa and 
all parts of South Africa. The occasion was 
the dedication of the extension of Bethel, 
the headquarters of the Watch Tower Bi- 
ble and Tract Society in South Africa.

The first two speakers gave some his- 
torical background leading up to this dedi- 
cation of the new extension. At the turn 
of the century, the whole African continent 
was still “dark” to the Kingdom message 
—a vast, virgin field for cultivation. Al- 
though in 1902 Kingdom “seed” had be- 
gun to take root in a few places, it was not 
until 1910 that a branch was established 
in Durban, consisting of one small office. 
Only one Witness looked after the work.

In 1917, the branch office was moved 
to Cape Town, a t the southern tip of the 
continent. I t had the oversight of the 
preaching work in the whole of Africa
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sloping floor, comfortable seats and beau- 
tiful decor. Attached to the hall there is 
a new soundproof recording room for mak- 
ing tapes of Bible dramas in the many 
languages used in this field.

Above the Kingdom Hall is located the 
new office, well equipped for efficient work. 
The visitors also admired the handsome 
staircase, with miniature waterfalls cas- 
cading in the stairwell from one landing to 
another. On the top floor of the new ad- 
dition are some of the comfortable living 
quarters of the family. There are now a 
total of 87 rooms in the South African 
Bethel.

Another great attraction for the visi- 
tors was the spacious new dining room. 
Adjoining it is the large kitchen, with mod- 
ern laborsaving equipment, where some 
450 meals are prepared daily. Attached to 
the kitchen there is a fine vegetable room, 
then a cold-storage room for dairy prod- 
ucts, and, finally, a door leading into the 
deep-freeze room, where large supplies of 
meat, fish and so forth can be kept fresh.

What always attracts visitors to the 
South African Bethel is the extensive fac- 
tory, with its nine Linotype machines, the 
platemaking department, and nine print- 
ing presses, including a rotary press that 
can turn out 12,000 magazines per hour. 
Now, with the building extension, there 
is also much space for storing the great 
amounts of paper used. Each month this 
branch produces 28 different issues of the 
Watchtower and Awake! magazines, in a 
total of 11 languages. Arrangements are 
also being made for still more expansion.

Encouraged and spiritually built up by 
what they had seen and heard, the visi- 
tors to Bethel returned home, glad of their 
own share in the fine increase of Kingdom 
proclaimers in southern Africa. They all 
heartily agreed with the request expressed 
in the dedication prayer that Jehovah 
would bless this improved and enlarged 
building, to the honor of his great name.

vices. Many, though lacking in expertise, 
willingly offered the youthful vigor and 
stamina necessary to get such a mammoth 
job done.

Jehovah’s spirit moved many not only 
to volunteer their labor, time and skill, 
but also to provide money, materials and 
machinery. For example, a 20-meter (66- 
foot) crane was needed. Renting or buy- 
ing a new one was financially out of reach. 
But, at a sale, a Witness was able to ob- 
tain one for a reasonable price. At the 
same time, a generous donation was re- 
ceived to cover the cost. But who could 
erect and operate the crane? Just a t the 
right moment a Witness, a recognized lo- 
cal expert on that type of crane, volun- 
teered his services to overhaul, erect and 
operate it.

A local spares- and scrap-yard owned 
by a Witness had an amazing variety of 
machinery and equipment of many types 
and sizes. Time and again just what was 
needed could be obtained there free of 
charge.

The principal speaker pointed out that, 
not only had a fine material building proj- 
ect been completed, but, more importantly, 
a great spiritual construction work had 
been going on in southern Africa. He 
showed that, with an attendance of 77,357 
last year at the Memorial observance for 
the territory under the local branch, there 
was a fine potential for further growth. 
The speaker went on to show that, in com- 
parison with the “darkest Africa” aspect 
of the continent a t the beginning of the 
century, there are now over 6,000 congre- 
gations of Jehovah’s Witnesses on the con- 
tinent, with some 274,000 active preachers 
of the “good news.”

Hundreds of visitors toured the branch- 
office premises. The building itself, with 
its commanding position, height and at- 
tractive appearance, dominates the sur- 
rounding area. Greatly admired was the 
air-conditioned Kingdom Hall, with its
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“My son, my law do not forget, and my 
commandments may your heart observe.” 
(Prov. 3:1) By living our lives in harmony 
with Jehovah’s laws and commands we 
are, in effect, tasting and seeing if this 
results in our good.

DAVID’S EXPERIENCE
The psalmist David did this. True, he 

made mistakes. But David had a heart 
desire to serve Jehovah, and he obediently 
put God’s will first in his life. This was not 
always easy for him to do. In fact, a t times 
it exposed David to extreme danger.

There was the occasion when Israelite 
King Saul, because of jealousy, tried to kill 
David. So David was forced to flee into 
the enemy territory of the Philistines. 
There he disguised his sanity by acting 
crazily, and he was able to escape with 
his life. I t was on this occasion, when his 
life was in great danger, that David com- 
posed Psalm 34. Note how an understand- 
ing of these circumstances gives added 
meaning to his words:

“I inquired of Jehovah, and he answered 
me, and out of all my frights he delivered 
me. The angel of Jehovah is camping all 
around those fearing him, and he rescues 
them. Taste and see that Jehovah is good, 
O you people; happy is the able-bodied man 
that takes refuge in him. Many are the 
calamities of the righteous one, but out of 
them all Jehovah delivers him.”—Ps. 34: 
4, 7, 8, 19, and superscription.

Serving Jehovah often exposes one to 
reproach and persecution—calamities—as 
David’s experiences illustrate. Since this 
is true, some persons may hesitate to offer 
themselves unreservedly in God’s service. 
But speaking from experience, David urges 
us to “taste and see that Jehovah is good.” 
Yes, David knew that, despite the diffi.- 
culties that may be encountered, God’s 
servants would realize Jehovah’s mighty 
protective hand and the “peace of God 
that excels all thought."—■Phil. 4:7.

THIS invitation—to “taste and see that 
Jehovah is good”—was made hy the 

Bible psalmist David. (Ps. 34:8) Have you 
accepted the invitation? How can you do 
so?

First, it is necessary that we know what 
is said in God’s Word. This is because it is 
in the Bible that Jehovah tells of the good 
things he will provide for his servants. 
“The gift God gives is everlasting life,” the 
Bible says. (Rom. 6:23) But God offers 
more than this to his faithful servants. He 
also promises them inner peace and real 
satisfaction in living, even at the present 
time.

How, then, do we “taste” and find out 
whether Jehovah really will come through 
with such good things? We need to submit 
to him in humble obedience, as he invites:
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carrying on a public preaching campaign 
that magnified his Father’s name and 
kingdom.—Luke 4:43.

Then, toward the end of his earthly life, 
Jesus said: “This good news of the king- 
dom will be preached in all the inhabited 
earth for a witness to all the nations.” 
(Matt. 24:14) Who would do this preach- 
ing? The apostle Peter told the army officer 
Cornelius and his household: “ [Christ] 
ordered us to preach to the people and to 
give a thorough witness.”—Acts 10:42.

Was this an order applicable only to the 
apostles and other Christian elders? No, 
all Christians were to be imitators of 
Christ, doing the preaching work as he 
did it. To accomplish the preaching on the 
worldwide scale that Jesus said it would 
be done requires the cooperative efforts of 
all Christians—men, women and children. 
And among Jehovah’s Witnesses this co- 
operative effort is manifest—all share 
unitedly in this great Kingdom proclama- 
tion.

For those whose circumstances allow 
them to share more fully in this preaching 
work, there is the provision of “pioneer” 
service. A pioneer is one of Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses who can spend 90 hours a month, 
or a t least 1,000 hours a year, in the 
preaching work. Last year over 119,000 
Witnesses, on the average each month, 
were able to pioneer. What an important 
service they perform! And what should be 
the attitude of these pioneers and other 
servants of God?

PROPER BASIS FOR BOASTING
David helps us to appreciate this, as he 

continues in the 34th Psalm: “In Jehovah 
my soul will make its boast.” (Ps. 34:2) 
Knowing Jehovah and being one of his 
servants is certainly something worth 
boasting about. Of course, it must be 
boasting free from any suggestion of self- 
righteousness, for we do not boast in our-

SIMILAR WITH ALL GOD’S SERVANTS
This has been the experience of God’s 

servants throughout history. Examine the 
record in Hebrews chapter 11 of those peo- 
pie of faith in pre-Christian times; read 
the accounts in the four Gospels of the life 
of Jehovah’s foremost servant Jesus Christ; 
consider the experiences of the Christian 
apostles in the Bible book of Acts. What 
do we find?

We find this: That serving Jehovah often 
results in suffering all manner of ridicule, 
persecution and difficulties, sometimes even 
a painful death, as in the case of Jesus. 
And yet these servants of God were happy. 
They enjoyed an inner peace and satis- 
faction because of knowing that they were 
pleasing to their heavenly Father, and 
knowing that they would receive his re- 
ward of everlasting life. Read, for example, 
Acts 5:40-42.

Stop and ask yourself: What do I really 
want out of life? Is it my goal to be a faith- 
ful servant of Jehovah? Or does my life 
course reveal that other interests are more 
important to me? In the opening words of 
Psalm 34, David expressed the attitude 
that all of us should have: “I will bless 
Jehovah at all times; constantly his praise 
will be in my mouth.” (Ps. 34:1) Is this, 
too, our heartfelt desire? Are we moved to 
use our health, abilities and resources to 
give praise to Jehovah? What can we do to 
bless and praise Jehovah?

IS LIVING “A GOOD LIFE” ENOUGH?
Some persons believe that simply living 

“a good life”—being kind to their neigh- 
bors, loving their brothers and sisters, 
keeping a clean home, developing a fine 
personality—is all that is necessary to bless 
and praise Jehovah. But, really, more is 
involved. Praise must issue from the 
as David said. To praise Jehovah in this 
way is a particular requirement of true 
Christians. Jesus Christ showed this by
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twenty-seven years.”—The Watchtower, 
1971, pp. 186-190.

Paul Wrobel said: “But now [in 1946] a 
physical ailment loomed up and seemed to 
prevent me from entering the full-time 
ministry. My doctor predicted that in two 
years I could expect a paralysis of my 
right hip. . . .  I decided to use those two 
years in the full-time ministry and to do 
my best. In the meantime, twenty-seven 
years have slipped by!”—The Watchtower, 
1973, pp. 376-379.

Heinrich Dickmann, after several de- 
cades spent in full-time service, stressed 
that “all problems, whether financial or 
physical, have been solved by Jehovah’s 
undeserved kindness. . .  . trust in the name 
of Jehovah truly provides security.”—The 
Watchtower, 1972, pp. 395-399.
Thousands, yes, tens of thousands of 

pioneers, who have tasted and seen that 
Jehovah is good, would join with David in 
extending the invitation: “O magnify Je- 
hovah with me, you people, and let us 
exalt his name together.” (Ps. 34:3) Not 
only do these pioneers encourage people 
with whom they study the Bible to do this 
but, after tasting the goodness of pioneer 
service, they would recommend pioneering 
to others of God’s servants.

PIONEERING CAN HELP US TO TASTE
The pioneer service can help us to taste 

more fully of Jehovah’s goodness. By daily 
talking about spiritual things, we grow in 
knowledge. This, in turn, strengthens our 
faith. We become better qualified to apply 
Biblical counsel in overcoming problems. 
We learn to trust more completely in Je- 
hovah, doing things in his strength, not in 
our own.

Also, having voluntarily forgone, in all 
probability, certain material advantages to 
take up the pioneer service, we become 
more dependent upon Jehovah’s help in a 
material way. David mentioned our de- 
pendency upon Jehovah when he spoke 
about how the “maned young lions them- 
selves have had little on hand and gone 
hungry; but as for those seeking Jehovah,

selves but, as David said, “in Jehovah.” 
—See also Galatians 6:14.

We can boast in what Jehovah has done 
for us, how he has preserved us, guided us, 
provided for us. On the other hand, it 
would be improper to boast because we 
may, because of circumstances, be able 
to share more fully in the preaching 
work. The apostle Paul noted: “If, now, I 
am declaring the good news, it is no reason 
for me to boast, for necessity is laid upon 
me.”—1 Cor. 9:16.

ENCOURAGING OTHERS 
Next, David, in heartfelt appreciation 

for Jehovah, said: “O magnify Jehovah 
with me, you people, and let us exalt his 
name together.” (Ps. 34:3) Are you, like 
David, moved to encourage others to share 
in praising Jehovah? Often all that ser- 
vants of God need to get started in the 
pioneer service is encouragement. Note 
the following examples of persons who are 
so happy that they got started.

Don and Earlene Steele wrote: “We 
hesitated about going in the full-time pio- 
neer ministry because we had the idea we 
wanted to have some kind of financial re- 
serve.. . .  we got rid of that idea and wrote 
the [Watch Tower] Society to say that we 
had saved up enough money to keep us 
going for at least two months! . . . we’ve 
managed, with Jehovah’s help, to keep 
going, not for just two months, but for

In Coming Issues
*  Future Life by Resurrection 

9 The Courageous Woman Jael

9 A  Source of Unfailing Comfort
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If engaged in with proper motives and 
with a desire to make spiritual progress, 
the pioneer service will have helped them 
to develop a more spiritual outlook on life. 
It will have helped them to achieve balance. 
They may have learned lessons that will 
help them later in life, things like know- 
ing how to budget time wisely, how to 
handle finances and how to be content with 
life’s necessities. I t  can conceivably help 
young people later to be better marriage 
mates and better parents than they might 
otherwise have been. Yes, the benefits of 
pioneer service can be lasting.

IS IT FOR YOU?
Jehovah expresses his goodness toward 

all his people; it is by no means reserved 
for just those in pioneer service. So those 
who do not take it up because of sound 
reasons should never be fearful that this 
would cause them to lose Jehovah’s favor. 
But each of us should be honest with him- 
self. Do you say, “The spirit is willing, but 
the flesh is weak”? But is the spirit really 
willing? Let us avoid using the weakness 
of the flesh as an excuse for the unwilling- 
ness of the spirit.

If after prayerful consideration you are 
still hesitant, then recall the words of 
Malachi 3:10: “Test me out, please, [Taste 
and see!] . . . whether I  shall not open to 
you people the floodgates of the heavens 
and actually empty out upon you a bless- 
ing until there is no more want.” Who, 
without good reason, would care to turn 
down an invitation like that?

And for those unable to take up the 
pioneer service a t present, remember this: 
Each of us can worship Jehovah in the 
fullest sense by being whole-souled in our 
devotion and service to him. So, keep 
showing that healthy pioneer spirit! Con- 
tinue to serve Jehovah whole-souled and 
you will continue to “taste and see that 
Jehovah is good.”

they will not lack anything good.”—Ps. 
34:10.

Jesus Christ backed up this psalm of 
David by telling his disciples: “Stop being 
anxious about your souls as to what you 
will eat or what you will drink, or about 
your bodies as to what you will wear. . . . 
Keep on, then, seeking first the kingdom 
and his righteousness, and all these other 
things will be added to you.” (Matt. 6:25- 
34) So, whether in the pioneer service or 
not, those seeking the Kingdom first have 
the promise of God’s Son himself that Je- 
hovah will provide them with their mate- 
rial needs. Could we expect to receive a 
promise from a more reliable source than 
that?

Even in a physical way the pioneer ser- 
vice may help us to taste more fully of 
Jehovah’s goodness. Fresh air, exercise, a 
feeling of accomplishment and good as- 
sociation can all contribute to good health.

A German proverb says: “The one rest- 
ing will rust.” Many persons “resting” in 
retirement have kept themselves from 
“rusting” by taking up the pioneer ser- 
vice. Consider, for example, a pioneer in 
West Berlin, Germany, who at the age of 
86 asked his doctor if it would be wise to 
give up his pioneering. “Don’t  quit,” was 
the doctor’s reply. “If you quit, you’ll die.” 
So today at 92 our Christian brother is 
still in the pioneer service. He explains: 
“I have doctor’s orders not to stop pio- 
neering.”

]LASTING BENEFITS
Many persons, after entering the pioneer 

service, have made it their career. This is 
commendable. Others have been able to 
enjoy it for only a limited time. Still they 
have nothing to regret. Their decision to 
leave the pioneer service, due to changed 
circumstances, may have been not only 
humanly understandable but also Scrip- 
turally proper. Was their time of pioneer- 
ing wasted? Not a t all.
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Jericho as saying to two young Israelite spies: 
“The fright of you has fallen upon us, and . . . 
all the inhabitants of the land have become dis- 
heartened because of you. For we have heard how 
Jehovah dried up the waters of the Red Sea from 
before you when you came out of Egypt, and what 
you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were 
on the other side of the Jordan, namely, Sihon 
and Og, whom you devoted to destruction. When 
we got to hear it, then our hearts began to melt, 
and no spirit has arisen yet in anybody because of 
you.”—Josh. 2 .־911:

Yes, fear filled the inhabitants of Canaan. They 
felt a sickening dread within themselves. Their 
courage failed them. No one had any spirit to act. 
However, this did not move the Canaanites to fear 
Jehovah in a wholesome way. They faithlessly 
hardened their hearts against him, revealing this 
by calling out their armies for battle. The Bible 
reports: “There proved to be no city that made 
peace with the sons of Israel but the Hivites in- 
habiting Gibeon. All the others they took by war. 
For it proved to be Jehovah’s course to let their 
hearts become stubborn so as to declare war 
against Israel.”—Josh. 11:19, 20.

KAIIAB WAS DIFFERENT
But what about the woman of Jericho who 

spoke to the Israelite spies? Who was she? 
Did she, too, harden her heart? The woman 
was Rahab, a harlot whose house was situat- 
ed atop the wall of Jericho. Based on what she 
had heard about Jehovah’s dealings, she was 
prompted to acknowledge the superiority of the 
true God. Rahab told the spies: “I  do know 
that Jehovah will certainly give you the land. 
. . . Jehovah your God is God in the heav- 
ens above and on the earth beneath.”—Josh. 2:

9־11.

EPORTS circulated quickly. 
X יי V  An enslaved nation had 
been set a t liberty. The Red Sea 
had parted, making it possible for 
these former slaves to walk across 
on dry land. But the pursuing 
Egyptian army, seeking to recap- 
ture them, was caught in the sea- 
bed when the waters came back 
together. The entire military host 
perished.

For about 40 years thereafter 
little was heard about the freed 
nation, Israel. Then, news reached 
Canaan that the strong Amorite 
kingdoms east of the Jordan had 
fallen before the Israelites. How 
did the peoples west of the Jordan 
react?

The Bible quotes a woman of
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pression of that faith to the two spies. 
Then she continued: “Now, please, swear 
to me by Jehovah that, because I  have 
exercised loving-kindness toward you, you 
also will certainly exercise loving-kindness 
toward the household of my father, and 
you must give me a trustworthy sign. And 
you must preserve alive my father and 
my mother and my brothers and my sis- 
ters and all who belong to them, and you 
must deliver our souls from death.”—Josh. 
2:12, 13.

Thus Rahab pleaded, not only for her 
own life, but for the lives of all those mak- 
ing up the house of 
her father. To as- 
su re  h e r th a t  all 
would be preserved 
alive, she requested 
a “ t r u s tw o r th y  
s ig n .”  T his sign

Her faith was not a mere expression 
of words. Rahab had already acted in har- 
mony with it. How so? First of all, she 
received the spies into her house, knowing 
that they were Israelites. In those times, 
a harlot’s house often served also as an 
inn, but, even so, Rahab was under no 
obligation to receive the spies. Since she 
knew full well that the inhabitants of Jeri- 
cho hated the Israelites, it took faith for 
Rahab to receive the men into her house.

Later, when the king of Jericho heard 
that the Israelite spies had gone to Ra- 
hab’s house, he sent messengers there, de- 
manding: “Bring out the men that came 
to you, that have come into your house, 
for it is to search out all the land that 
they have come.” (Josh. 2:2, 3) This gave 
Rahab the opportunity to prove her faith.
At the time, the spies were on the roof, 
hidden underneath stalks of flax. (Josh.
2:6) What would Rahab do now? Would 
she yield to the order of the king? Or, 
would she side with Jehovah’s people?

To protect the Israelite spies, Rahab 
used a weapon at her immediate dis- 
posal—her tongue. She misdirected the 
king’s messengers, saying: “Yes, the men did come to 
me, and I did not know from where they were. And it 
came about a t the closing of the gate by dark that the 
men went out. I  just do not know where the men have 
gone. Chase after them quickly, for you will overtake 
them.” (Josh. 2:4, 5) So, besides misdirecting the mes- 
sengers, Rahab feigned total ignorance and gave not the 
slightest hint that her sympathies were with the Israel- 
ites. The subterfuge evidently also served to discourage 
any search of her house. Certainly, it took firm faith in 
Jehovah’s granting success to Israel for Rahab to take 
a stand against the king of Jericho. Such action, if dis- 
covered, could doubtless have cost Rahab her life.

A PROMISE OF PRESERVATION
After the king’s messengers departed, Rahab went .... 

up to the roof to speak with the Israelite spies. No;j|§ 
one in the city would have seen this, as the flat roof 
was equipped with a high parapet. At this time, after 
having proved her faith by works, Rahab made ex-
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tures say about Rahab. In the letter to 
the Hebrews, we read: “By faith Rahab 
the harlot did not perish with those who 
acted disobediently, because she received 
the spies in a peaceable way.” (Heb. 11: 
31) Pointing out what her faith and that 
of others should stir Christians to do, the 
letter continues: “Because we have so 
great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, 
let us also put off every weight and the 
sin [loss of faith] that easily entangles 
us, and let us run with endurance the race 
that is set before us.” (Heb. 12:1) The dis- 
ciple James, in stressing the importance 
of works consistent with faith, wrote: 
“Was not also Rahab the harlot declared 
righteous by works, after she had received 
the messengers hospitably and sent them 
out by another way? Indeed, as the body 
without spirit is dead, so also faith with- 
out works is dead.”—Jas. 2:25, 26.

The account about Rahab also shows 
that a past life of sin does not prevent a 
person from changing that way of life and 
gaining God’s approval. Even Jesus Christ 
told the unbelieving religious leaders of his 
day: “Truly I  say to you that the tax 
collectors and the harlots are going ahead 
of you into the kingdom of God. For John 
[the Baptizer] came to you in a way of 
righteousness, but you did not believe him. 
However, the tax collectors and the har- 
lots believed him, and you, although you 
saw this, did not feel regret afterwards so 
as to believe him.”—Matt. 21:31, 32.

Moreover, just as Rahab’s faith proved 
to be lifesaving, so, too, our faith in God’s 
provision for salvation through Jesus 
Christ can be lifesaving for us and all who 
take advantage of it.

Surely, we have good reason to dem- 
onstrate our faith, as did Rahab. And, as 
she was concerned about the life of her 
relatives, may we show like concern by 
putting forth diligent efforts to aid our 
relatives, acquaintances and others to learn 
about God’s means of salvation.

proved to be a  solemn oath, guaranteeing 
tha t everything she had asked for would 
be granted her. The spies answered: “Our 
souls are to die instead of you people!” 
(Josh. 2:14) By these words, they were 
in actuality saying that, if they failed to 
spare Rahab and her relatives from death, 
God should punish them with death. In 
this way the spies presented their lives as 
surety for the life of Rahab and the lives 
of her father’s complete household.

The oath-bound promise, however, was 
conditional. Rahab was under obligation 
to continue safeguarding the interests of 
the spies. Furthermore, in the window, 
through which she had the men descend, 
she was to tie a scarlet thread. Being the 
color of life-sustaining blood, this thread 
could well represent the arrangement un- 
der which Rahab and all taking refuge in 
her house could be preserved alive. A third 
condition was tha t safety could be found 
only inside Rahab’s house. If any of her 
relatives were to venture into the streets 
during the time of the conquest of Jericho, 
they could not expect to be spared from 
execution.—Josh. 2:14-20.

RAHAB’S FAITH REWARDED
The time came when, by a miracle, the 

walls of Jericho fell down flat. But the 
section of the wall where Rahab’s house 
stood remained intact. A t Joshua’s direc- 
tion, the two spies went into her house 
and brought out all who were there. (Josh. 
6:22, 23) Still further blessings awaited 
Rahab. Eventually she entered into an 
honorable marriage with a Judean man, 
Salmon. Her son Boaz became a vital link 
in the line of descent leading to David and 
finally to the Messiah or Christ, Jesus. 
—Ruth 4:21, 22; Matt. 1:5-16.

Truly, the faith of Rahab was richly re- 
warded. Her example serves as an encour- 
agement for Christians to live their faith, 
demonstrating it by works. This is forti- 
fled by what the Christian Greek Scrip­
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nesses showed her from 
the Bible that there was 
no such thing as a burning 
hell, she immediately be- 
came interested in a Bible 
study. She progressed rap- 
idly in Bible knowledge 
and, after a short while, 
symbolized her dedication 

to serve God by being 
baptized. Soon she be- 
came very active in shar- 
ing the “good news״ with 
others. My father, on the 
other hand, was still un- 
decided, but on seeing 
mom’s fine progress he, 
too, dedicated his life to 

serve Jehovah and was 
baptized.

A handicapped per- 
son can fall into the 
snare of self-pity. For- 
tunately, my parents 
were keenly aware of 
this and, using the 
Scriptures as the ba- 
sis of their instrue- 
tion, they were able to 
build in me a new 
hope. That hope was 
for me to be able to 

walk and run and enjoy perfect health 
in God’s new order. Oh, what a wonder- 
ful prospect!

I literally ate, slept and daydreamed 
about God’s new order. This hope is 
not some idle fantasy manufactured 
by my parents, or by someone else, to 
try to encourage me. No, but it is a 
hope based solidly on the promises of 
God in the Bible. “There are new 
heavens and a new earth that we are 
awaiting according to [God’s] promise, 
and in these righteousness is to dwell,״ 
the apostle Peter wrote.—2 Pet. 3:13.

From a young age I came to have 
firm faith in such promises of God. 
“God himself will be with them,״ the 
inspired apostle John wrote. “And he 
will wipe out every tear from their 
eyes, and death will be no more, neither 
will mourning nor outcry nor pain be 
anymore. The former things have

I WAS born in October 
1950, one of hundreds of 

children who yearly become 
victims of birth defects. I suf- 
fered from the absence of the 
tibia in my right leg. The tib- 
ia is the main bone between 
the ankle and the knee. With- 
out this bone, it is impossible 
for a person to stand or 
walk.

My fa th e r  was in th e  
armed forces during this 
time and was eligible for 
certain medical benefits. 
Naturally he and mother 
were quite excited at the 
prospect of a revolutionary 
operation that might 
restore my ability to 
walk. The operation 
was performed in 1953 
a t the W alter Reed 
Army Medical Cen- 
te r  in W ash ing ton ,
D.C. It consisted of an 
animal-bone transplant 
to replace the missing 
tibia.

Of course, in the early 1950’s trans- 
plant operations were only in the ex- 
perimental stage. Little was known 
about body rejection of foreign matter. 
As a result, the operation was a failure. 
My body rejected the transplant and 
my right leg contracted gangrene. 
With my life in danger, it became 
necessary for the leg to be amputated. 
I was only three years old, so at an 
early age the future seemed dim.

A SUSTAINING HOPE 
Our little family managed to hang 

together. Then, shortly after my oper- 
ation, dad became interested in study- 
ing the Bible with Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
At first mother was violently opposed, 
to the point of threatening to leave my 
father. But after one of Jehovah’s WTit-
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of events. But dad and mom kept close 
to Jehovah’s Word and made sure that 
we children had the proper outlook on the 
changing world scene. Yes, we were glad 
to be able to eat in certain restaurants and 
to ride in the front of the bus now, but 
our only hope for lasting peace and free- 
dom was still in God’s new order.

GROWING INTO MANHOOD
When I entered high school, I became 

more self-conscious of my appearance and 
handicap. At times it was very discourag- 
ing because I longed to be popular and to 
be accepted by the other kids. But I was 
helped to appreciate that strength comes 
from Jehovah and that popularity with 
the world is not a requirement for gaining 
life eternal.

I had come to terms with the fact that 
there would always be certain things that 
I couldn’t  do. What was important was 
to do my best a t the things I could do. As 
for friends, of what value could they pos- 
sibly be if they could not accept me for 
what I was and the way I looked? As it 
turned out, I found true friendship among 
Jehovah’s people. These friends taught me 
how to play baseball, football, and to swim. 
I excelled at swimming, and to the sur- 
prise of my family and myself I was one 
of 17 students in my school to receive the 
President’s Physical Fitness Award for 
Athletic Excellence.

Of course, “bodily training is [only] 
beneficial for a little.” (1 Tim. 4:8) There 
was so much more that I wanted to do with 
my body and the logical answer seemed to 
be the pioneer service. So from that time 
onward I began pioneering every summer, 
and set as my goal the full-time preaching 
work and serving at Bethel, the head- 
quarters of Jehovah’s Witnesses in New 
York.

MAKING A CHOICE
Before I knew it graduation time came. 

As an honor student, and a handicapped

passed away.” (Rev. 21:3, 4) But my fa- 
vorite scripture came to be Isaiah 35:6, 
which says: “At that time the lame one 
will climb up just as a stag does.” At night 
I dreamed of running effortlessly over 
fields of daisies and meadows of grass for 
miles and miles.

EARLY FROGRESS
At age five, with the help of a newly 

developed artificial leg called a “boot,” I 
became a publisher of the good news of 
God’s kingdom. I was so proud to be able 
to present the magazines and other Bible 
literature to people. By the time I was six 
I could give a complete Bible presentation 
at the doors, using a number of scriptures 
on a Bible theme. The following year I 
delivered my first talk from the platform 
as a member of the Theocratic School.

My mother was pioneering and my fa- 
ther presided at the Theocratic School in 
our congregation in Washington, D.C. Then 
an invitation came for us to serve where 
the need for Kingdom proclaimers was 
greater, in the Gaithersburg, Maryland, 
area. Dad and mom accepted the assign- 
ment joyfully and we soon moved to our 
new home.

The congregation in Gaithersburg was 
very small. In fact, we met in the home 
of one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. There were 
very few black friends associated with the 
congregation. So it was a privilege to be 
able to make sure that people of all races 
could learn God’s Word. With Jehovah’s 
blessing, the congregation grew and pros- 
pered. In 1961, with my father’s approval, 
I symbolized my dedication to Jehovah by 
water baptism.

During this period many social changes 
were taking place in the country. The fight 
for civil rights was well under way. There 
were marches and protest sit-ins and riots. 
“Black power” and “burn, baby, burn” 
seemed to be the slogans of the day. It 
was hard not to be caught up in the swirl
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prayer to Jehovah for strength and guid- 
ance, and somehow there is always enough 
strength to make that last return visit, that 
last hour in service or tha t next meeting.

What a blessing it has been to have had 
such wonderful parents, and the guidance 
of the only true God in my life! During 
more than 20 years of active service I have 
relied always on that guidance and strength 
that is provided by Jehovah.

For me, that dream of running effort- 
lessly for miles and miles in God’s new 
order is still alive and burning brightly. It 
has not dimmed in the least.—Contributed.

Annual Meeting October 1,1978
The annual meeting of the members of 

Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of 
Pennsylvania on October 1, 1978, will be 
held at Jehovah’s Witnesses Assembly 
Hall, Buckingham, Pennsylvania, located 
on New Hope Road, off of Route 413, 
south of Buckingham in eastern Pennsyl- 
vania (Bucks County). Through the As- 
sembly Hall Committee, the brothers in 
the Buckingham area invited the Society 
to hold its annual meeting at the Assem- 
bly Hall, and the invitation has been glad- 
ly accepted. The meeting will be at ten 
o'clock in the forenoon of Sunday, Octo- 
ber 1, 1978.

It will be appreciated if the members 
of the corporation will now see to it that 
the Secretary’s Office has their present 
mailing addresses so that the regular 
letters of notice and proxies can reach 
them shortly after September 1.

The proxies, which will be sent to the 
members along with the notice of the 
annual meeting, are to be returned so as 
to reach the office of the Secretary of the 
Society not later than September 15. As 
each member knows, he should complete 
and return his proxy promptly whether 
he is going to be at the meeting personal- 
ly or not. The information given on each 
proxy should be definite on this point as 
it will be relied on in determining in 
advance those who will actually be per- 
sonally present.

person, I  was given the opportunity to ac- 
cept a college scholarship from the Depart- 
ment of Vocational Rehabilitation. How 
tempted I was to accept tha t scholarship! 
Pressure mounted in favor of acceptance.

After talking it over with my father, 
I reflected back on the training that I had 
received. The more I thought about it, the 
more it seemed that I had been prepared 
to do a special work. That work involved 
the saving of lives, as the apostle Paul 
wrote to the young man Timothy: “Pay 
constant attention to yourself and to your 
teaching. Stay by these things, for by do- 
ing this you will save both yourself and 
those who listen to you.” (1 Tim. 4:16) 
So I enlisted in that lifesaving work full 
time by enrolling as a pioneer. It was a 
decision that I have never regretted.

To remain a pioneer I  found it neces- 
sary to do numerous types of part-time 
work. Just to name a few, a t various times 
I was a painter, dishwasher, bartender, 
cook, janitor, share cropper, bricklayer’s 
assistant, and an oflice boy. I even did time 
as a one-legged ditch digger, which my 
family still laughs about.

While serving in Annapolis, Maryland, 
I had many thrilling experiences. One was 
with a man who was deeply involved with 
the holiness religion. He believed strongly 
in hellfire. After a study of God’s Word 
he and his entire family accepted the 
truth of God’s Word, and today he is an 
elder in the Annapolis South Congregation. 
Such experiences are not unusual for pio- 
neers, and I  heartily encourage all young 
people who can to reach out for this mar- 
velous privilege of service.

Years have passed and I now have a 
family of my own. Jehovah has richly 
blessed and used me. I am now serving as 
an elder in the Washington, D.C., area.

As I have grown older, it has gotten a 
little harder to climb steps and stairways, 
to walk long distances and to stand for 
long periods. I  begin each day with a
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Do You Remember?
Have you read recent issues of The Watchtower carefully? If so, you will doubtless recall 

these points:

•  Why are some verses found in older ver- 
sions of the Bible missing in modern transla- 
tions?

During the 19th and 20th centuries, many 
ancient Bible manuscripts were found. These 
have enabled scholars to undertake a careful 
study in an effort to determine the original 
readings of the Biblical text. Such scholarly 
studies brought to light that certain words 
and phrases did not appear in the oldest 
available manuscripts, indicating that addi- 
tions had been made later by copyists. Hence, 
when master texts were prepared that in- 
eluded recent findings, these words and 
phrases were omitted from the main body of 
the work. Because many modern Bible trans- 
lations are based on these more accurate, re- 
fined texts, they do not contain verses that 
are known to be the additions of copyists. 
—5/15 pp. 12-14.
•  What are some things showing that Eliab, 
Jesse’s firstborn son, was unsuitable for king- 
ship?

Without sound evidence, Eliab imputed 
wrong motives to David. He showed lack of 
faith in Jehovah, doing nothing about the 
taunt of the Philistine Goliath. Eliab was 
seemingly more concerned about a few sheep 
than he was about having Jehovah’s name 
sanctified.—6/1 p. 31.
•  By encouraging Christians at Antioch to 
4'continue in the Lord with hearty purpose,” 
what was Barnabas doing?—Acts 11:23.

He was admonishing fellow believers to re- 
main attached to the Lord Jesus Christ with 
their heart, with all their affection. This was 
to be their whole purpose in life.—6/15 p. 6.
•  In fulfillment of Isaiah 61:3, when and 
how did the disciples of Jesus Christ first 
receive a 4‘headdress,” 4‘the oil of exultation” 
and ‘‘the mantle of praise”?

This was on the day of Pentecost of the 
year 33 C.E. Their heads were then crowned 
with divine approval. It was as if soothing oil 
had been poured on their heads, refreshing 
them to the point of exultation. No longer did 
they have a downhearted spirit, but the 
praises of Jehovah identified them as if they 
were dressed with a 44mantle of praise.” 
—7/1 p. 20.
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Φ What historical evidence proves that Jesus 
Christ was indeed raised from the dead?

More than 500 Christian disciples saw the 
resurrected Son of God. (1 Cor. 15:6) Those 
who were fully convinced that Jesus Christ 
had been raised from the dead declared this 
truth fearlessly even though it could have 
meant their death. They could not have exer- 
cised such faith on the basis of a mere vision 
or on their imagination. Any attempts at 
deception would have been exposed at the 
time, as the enemies of Christians were bent 
on discrediting them and stopping their activ- 
ity.—4/15 pp. 25, 26.
Φ Why did Jehovah God choose to speak 
through the diviner Balaam?

It was evidently Jehovah’s purpose to prove 
that no weapon would succeed against his 
people. The Moabites and the Midianites re- 
alized that they could not hope to win against 
the Israelites by mere force of arms. Believing 
that Balaam could pronounce an effectual 
curse on Israel, they regarded this diviner as 
their most powerful weapon. But when 
Balaam, despite his desire to the contrary, 
was compelled to bless the Israelites, it be- 
came clear that fighting against them was 
bound to fail.—4/15 pp. 29, 30.
Φ What evidence is there that the divine name 
(YHWH), commonly rendered Jehovah, ap- 
peared in the Christian Greek Scriptures?

The main line of evidence comes from manu- 
script fragments of the Greek Septuagint 
Version, the first Greek translation of the 
Hebrew Scriptures. In the most complete 
manuscripts of this translation dating from 
the fourth century C.E., the divine name is 
replaced by the Greek words for 4‘God” and 
“Lord.” However, in more ancient fragments, 
the divine name, in Hebrew letters, appears. 
Since the divine name is found in copies of 
the Septuagint available in the first century, 
it logically follows that Christian Bible writ- 
ers must have used the name when quoting 
passages in the Hebrew Scriptures where it 
appeared. As the divine name eventually dis- 
appeared from Septuagint copies, it evidently 
was also removed from the Christian Greek 
Scriptures.—5/1 pp. 7-11.
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The destruction brought by the Romans in 
70 C.E. was more extensive and terrible than 
when the Babylonians destroyed the city of 
Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E. Also, the tribulation 
in 70 C.E. brought the ,permanent destructive 
end to the Jewish-built city and temple and 
the system of worship centered around it. So 
Jesus was correct in prophetically describing 
the events in 70 C.E. as “great tribulation such 
as has not occurred [on that city, nation and 
system of things] since the world’s beginning 
until now, no, nor will occur again.”

But there is more to it. We are involved. 
Why? Because Jesus’ words at Matthew 24:21 
evidently had a larger meaning. Christ’s in- 
visible presence as Messianic king ruling over 
the globe did not begin in 70 C.E. He himself 
showed that that was not even to be expected. 
When once the disciples “were imagining that 
the kingdom of God was going to display it- 
self instantly,” Jesus gave what is known as 
the parable of the minas. It was about *a cer- 
tain man who traveled to a distant land to 
secure kingly power and then return,״ and it 
showed that his ruling as Messianic king was 
yet a long way off.—Luke 19:11-27.

The worldwide fulfillment in one genera- 
tion of Jesus’ prophecies about unprecedented 
war, famine, earthquakes and so on, confirm 
that the limited fulfillment on Jerusalem before 
70 C.E. was but a type of what we are experi- 
encing.* Accordingly, the present period is the 
conclusion of the entire wicked system of 
things, which will be climaxed by a “tribula- 
tion such as has not occurred from the begin- 
ning of the creation.” (Mark 13:19) It will be 
far greater than what occurred to Jerusalem, 
Judea and the Jewish system of things in 70 
C.E. In fact, it will even be greater than the 
flood of Noah’s time when the entire “world 
of that time suffered destruction when it was 
deluged with water.” (2 Pet. 3:6) It will not 
be confined to certain isolated cities such as 
were destroyed in recent wars. It will involve 
all the persons living on the face of the globe, 
now numbering about 4,000,000,000.—2 Pet. 3: 
7-13.

The accuracy of Jesus’ words at Matthew 
24:21 as respects what occurred in 70 C.E. 
should drive home to us the certainty of the 
major application of those words in our time.

• See True Peace and Security—From What Source?, 
pages 7889־.

QUESTIONS
from

READERS
•  In view of the terrible destruction of Dresden, 
Stalingrad, Hiroshima and Nagasaki in World 
War II, how could Jesus describe what befell 
Jerusalem in 70 C.E. as a ״great tribulation 
such as had never occurred before, nor would 
occur again’?

That prophecy had a future application be- 
yond what occurred to Jerusalem and on the 
Jews in 70 C.E., but it also was true as to the 
history of that city and nation.

These words are in Jesus’ prophetic reply to 
the apostles’ question about his future presence 
and the conclusion of the system of things. 
(Matt. 24:3, 21; Mark 13:19) Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses have often pointed out that much of 
what Jesus there foretold had two fulfillments: 
First, a limited fulfillment in the developments 
leading up to and including the Roman de* 
struction of Jerusalem and the Jewish system 
of things in 70 C.E. Second, a major application 
from 1914 C.E., when Jesus began his invisible 
heavenly presence as king of the Messianic 
kingdom, and including the yet future end of 
the worldwide evil system of things.—See The 
Watchtower of January 15, 1970, pages 41-56, 
and God’s Kingdom of a Thousand Years Has 
Approached, pages 293-331.

In that prophecy Jesus emphasized the need 
to keep alert and to be ready. He said: “Keep 
praying that your flight may not occur in 
wintertime, nor on the sabbath day; for then 
there will be great tribulation such as has not 
occurred since the world’s beginning until now, 
no, nor will occur again.”—Matt. 24:20, 21.

For Christians living in Jerusalem and Judea 
who would be directly affected by the end of the 
Jewish system of things, the warning to keep 
alert was vital. The Roman armies surrounded 
the city in 66 C.E., but then unexpectedly with- 
drew. That was the specific signal that Jesus 
had mentioned in Luke 21:20-22. And history 
tells us that obedient Christians responded by 
fleeing from the city of Jerusalem and from 
Judea. So it is reasonable to apply also to the 
literal city of Jerusalem and Judea what Jesus 
next said, about the “great tribulation.”
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answers. I t was pointed out that by 
coming to the meetings they would 
benefit in many different ways, the 
review being one of them. The family 
then made the effort to come to the 
meetings and today several members 
of this family are baptized and are 
very active in spreading the good 
news of the Kingdom to others.

"WATCHTOWER" STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
September 24: Are You Walking in God’s 

Name? Page 8. Songs to Be Used: 102, 71. 
October 1: ‘Walk Worthily of Jehovah.״ Page 

13. Songs to Be Used: 78, 62.

A FAMILY in Fagaalu, American 
Samoa, accepted an offer from mis- 
sionaries of Jehovah’s Witnesses to 
study the Bible. They rarely missed 
their home Bible study, but could 
never see the need to attend the 
congregation meetings. They felt that 
the private study in their home was 
sufficient. One day the missionary 
decided to prove to them that they 
needed the meetings. She brought a 
written review sheet from the Theo- 
cratic School, held weekly in the 
Kingdom Hall meeting place. This 
couple did not know many of the
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