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A watehtower enables a person to see far
into the distance and announce to others 
what is coming. Can a magazine serve 
similarly in our day? Yes, from its first 
issue (July 1879) onward, The Watehtower, 
published by Jehovah’s Witnesses, has done 
just that.

How can it benefit you? Consider: Do you 
long for a better world, one of true justice 
and free from sorrow, hatred and war? Do 
you want to live at a time when genuine 
peace and love prevail among people of all 
races? Then this magazine can aid you. Using 
God’s Word, the Bible, as its authority, it 
points out the clear evidence that the pres- 
ent wicked system of things will soon end, 
destroyed by God. But it also announces 
the coming in of a righteous new order. 
There, under the rule of God’s kingdom, his 
heavenly government, people will enjoy life 
forever in true peace, health and happiness 
on a paradise earth.

Faithfulness to the Word of God lifts 
The Watehtower above the contradicting 
religious teachings and philosophies of men. 
It stays strictly neutral as regards political 
affairs. It wholeheartedly upholds the high- 
est moral standard—that of man’s Maker, 
Jehovah God. From this source, it shows 
solutions to the problems of daily life.

We know that many sincere persons would 
appreciate a discussion of these things in 
their own home with a qualified person. 
One of Jehovah’s Witnesses will be glad to 
call on you free of charge. To arrange for 
this, simply write the publishers of this 
magazine or contact Jehovah’s Witnesses 
locally.
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“E. Tinker was ex- 
ceptionally zealous and 
intelligent as an ap- 
prentice at G. Reece 
Auto Repair, Inc., and 
soon rose to journey- 
man mechanic. In this 
job he showed out- 
stan d in g  a b ility  in  
d ia g n o sin g  obscure  
faults, and endless pa- 
tience in correcting 
them. He was pro- 

moted to fore- 
man of the re- 
pair shop.

“But here his 
love of things 
mechanical and 
his perfection- 
ism become lia- 
bilities. He will 
undertake any 
job  t h a t  he  
thinks looks in- 
terest ing ,  no 
m a t t e r  h o w  

busy the shop may 
be. W e’ll work it in 

somehow,* he says. . . .
“He meddles constantly. He is seldom to 

be found at his desk. He is usually up to 
his elbows in a dismantled motor and while 
the man who should be doing the work 
stands watching, other workmen sit around 
waiting to be assigned new tasks. As a 
result the shop is always overcrowded with 
work, always in a muddle, and delivery 
times are often missed. Tinker . . . was a 
competent mechanic, but is now an incom- 
petent foreman.”
The condition of executives or employ- 

ees who have reached their level of incom- 
petence is classified by Mr. Peter as “the 
Final Placement Syndrome.״ Frustrated 
by their incompetence, whether they real-

Will
BETTIHH AHEAD”
Bring Von
HAPPINESS?
O D A Y ’ S 

b u s in e s s  
and social world 
is very competi- 
tive. As some say,
,It’s a rat race.’
Generally there is 
a stru gg le  for  
promotion, either 
for more money 
or for more pow- 
er. Status is ea- 
g e r ly  so u g h t .
Does it bring hap- 
piness?

Dr. Laurence J. Pe- 
ter and Raymond Hull, in 
their book The Peter Principle, 
make the observation that, in every 
organization having a pyramidal structure 
(with the top job or jobs at the apex), 
there is generally a desire on the part of 
everyone to get a higher position. The 
more important the title the higher the 
status. But, the book’s authors say, the 
result is that everyone tends eventually to 
reach his level of incompetence. A person 
may be very competent in a lesser job, but 
the organization tends to promote such 
persons until they reach a job they cannot 
handle.

The book gives several half-humorous 
but realistic illustrations, one of which is:
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place. Perhaps someone more distinguished 
than you may at the time have been in- 
vited by him, and he that invited you and 
him will come and say to you, ,Let this man 
have the place.’ And then you will start 
off with shame to occupy the lowest place. 
But when you are invited, go and recline in 
the lowest place, that when the man that 
has invited you comes he will say to you, 
,Friend, go on up higher.’ Then you will 
have honor in front of all your fellow 
guests.”—Luke 14:8-10.
Just as it is with status, so also with 

riches. The outcome to the one who makes 
riches his goal is described by the apostle 
Paul. He wrote to his co-worker Timothy: 
“Those who are determined to be rich fall 
into temptation and a snare and many 
senseless and hurtful desires, which plunge 
men into destruction and ruin. For the 
love of money is a root of all sorts of in- 
jurious things, and by reaching out for 
this love some have been led astray from 
the faith and have stabbed themselves all 
over with many pains.” (1 Tim. 6:9, 10) 
These pains may be physical, mental or 
spiritual, and can cause great unhappiness 
and loss of the really important things in 
living.

On the other hand, Jesus did not say 
that people should not have money or 
enjoy some of the fine material things of 
life. He was no ascetic or recluse. He ate 
at the homes of people, some of them rich 
people, who invited him to meals and to 
marriage feasts. He had a mantle that the 
soldiers who nailed him to the stake 
thought valuable enough to divide among 
four of them, and a one-piece garment that 
they did not want to ruin by dividing, but 
for which they cast lots. (Luke 5:27-29; 
19:1-6; John 2 : 1 2 4  ,Of course (־10; 19:23, 
Jesus found critics because he enjoyed 
these good things. He answered them: 

“John [the Baptizer] came neither eat- 
ing nor drinking, yet people say, ‘He has 
a demon’; the Son of man did come eating 
and drinking, still people say, ‘Look! A

ize the cause or not, they often develop 
ulcers, high blood pressure and numerous 
other physical problems, and even strange 
mental aberrations. Their superiors are of- 
ten unwilling to “lose face” by demoting 
them, so they remain in their uncomfort- 
able position for an indefinite time. Such 
persons have status among those who are 
not aware of their incompetence, but are 
they happy?

This situation is not new. King Solo- 
mon, the wisest king of ancient times, ob- 
served the occupations and aspirations of 
mankind. He concluded: “I myself have 
seen all the hard work and all the profi- 
ciency in work, that it means the rivalry 
[or, envy] of one toward another; this 
also is vanity and a striving after the 
wind.”—Eccl. 4:4.

About rivalry, Solomon had more to say 
in the book of Proverbs. He said: “A calm 
heart is the life of the fleshly organism, 
but jealousy [or, rivalry] is rottenness to 
the bones.” (Prov. 14:30) This explains 
the ulcers and other forms of actual physi- 
cal sickness that come to those who join 
in the envious, rival spirit of constantly 
seeking higher status.

Of course, it is not wrong to seek to do 
one’s best, and to do everything in a whole- 
hearted way—to “reach out,” as it were, 
to do better work and achieve greater ac- 
complishment, within one’s ability. But the 
Bible gives us the goal to aim at, rather 
than riches or status. It counsels: “What- 
ever you are doing, work at it whole-souled 
as to Jehovah [God], and not to men, for 
you know that it is from Jehovah you will 
receive the due reward.” (Col. 3:23, 24) 
The true reward, which includes peace of 
mind and contentment, is better than sta- 
tus with worry.

Jesus Christ warned against status seek- 
ing when he said:

“When you are invited by someone to a 
marriage feast, do not lie down [recline at 
the meal table] in the most prominent

THE WATCHTOWER —  JUNE 1, 1977324



fact, the apostle Paul recommends for 
people that they should not be uncon- 
cerned or aimless, but should have self- 
respect and a purpose in life. He said that 
Christians ‘by working with quietness 
should eat food that they themselves earn,׳ 
and that a person should “do hard work, 
doing with his hands what is good work, 
that he may have something to distribute 
to someone in need.”—2 Thess. 3:12; Eph. 
4:28.

By learning and applying the wise prin- 
ciples of the Bible, which are the words 
of the Creator, who knows human nature 
thoroughly, one can find great gain in the 
form of contentment and can avoid the 
many ‘stab wounds׳ received by the seeker 
of riches and status.—1 Tim. 6:6, 10

man gluttonous and given to drinking 
wine, a friend of tax collectors and sin- 
ners.׳ All the same, wisdom is proved righ- 
teous by its works.” (Matt. 11:18, 19) 
Jesus’ balance in the matter and his works 
demonstrated that he was not seeking 
riches or status. The fact was that his op- 
ponents were seekers of these things and 
judged him according to their corrupt 
viewpoint.

So no one should find fault with another 
who has or makes money. It is his own 
affair. Neither should his position or 
wealth be envied by others. And if the 
person is not dishonest and if he controls 
his wealth instead of letting his wealth 
control him, he can be content. Such a per- 
son will help others with what he has. In

literature is among the richest in the 
world. The standard of education be- 
ing quite high in France, illiteracy 
in the general sense of the term is 
well-nigh nonexistent.

Yet there is a field where the edu- 
cation of the French is sadly lacking, 
namely, knowledge of the Bible. How- 
ever, they are not to blame for this 
dearth of Bible knowledge. Whose 
fault, then, is it?

The popes of Rome called France 
“the eldest daughter of the Church.” 
Even today 85 percent of the French 
consider themselves to be Catholics. 
When one learns that before the 
French Revolution there was one 
priest for every 110 French men, 
women and children, and that as re- 
cently as 1970 there was one priest, 

monk or nun for every 297 inhabitants, 
one will readily agree that the Roman 
Catholic Church has had a wonderful op- 
portunity to teach the French people the 
Bible. But, instead, she has kept them in 
ignorance of the Word of God.

and “France׳׳ may 
strike many readers 
as w ords th a t are  

incompatible. The French have a repu- 
tation of being very proud of their cul- 
ture. This is understandable, for French

Illiteracy'
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Jehovah’s Witnesses resumed their Bible 
educational work after the war, in 1946. 
How could this tiny group hope to reach 
the then over 40 million inhabitants of 
this Catholic country?

They did what Christ told his followers 
to do, namely: “Go, therefore, make dis- 
ciples of all the nations . . . and teach 
them to observe all the commands I gave 
you.” (Matt. 28:19, 20, Jerusalem Bible 
[./e]) They courageously “preached . . . 
in private houses,” and went from house 
to house to distribute Bibles and Bible- 
study literature.—Acts 5:42, Je.

Over the years this group of zealous 
Christians has grown in number from a 
mere 1,985 in 1946 to 63,428 in 1976, these 
figures being the average number of Wit- 
nesses sharing each month in Bible educa- 
tional work. During this thirty-one-year 
period, they have devoted over one hun- 
dred million hours to defeating Bible illit- 
eracy in France. They have distributed at 
cost price 6,680,584 Bibles and Bible-study 
manuals, not to speak of well over a him- 
dred million booklets and magazines, ev- 
ery one of which contains enlightening 
explanations of the Holy Scriptures.

While for years Jehovah’s Witnesses 
in France used current French-language 
Catholic and Protestant Bibles to teach 
the people Scriptural truths, since 1974 
their efforts have been greatly facilitated. 
That year, the Watch Tower Society (pub- 
lishers for Jehovah’s Witnesses) printed 
the French edition of the New World 
Translation of the Holy Scriptures and 
made it available to the public for a vol- 
untary contribution several times lower 
than the price of the cheapest Protestant 
and Catholic Bibles. Thus, thanks to the 
untiring efforts of the voluntary workers 
in the Watch Tower printery, the poorest 
French family can now obtain an un- 
abridged copy of God’s Word. During the 
past two and a half years, some 700,000 
copies of this excellent Bible translation

Yes, until recent times, Bible illiteracy 
among the laity was the consistent policy 
of the Catholic Hierarchy. In 1229, the 
Council of Toulouse (France) decreed: 
“We forbid the laity to have in their pos- 
session any copy of the books of the Old 
and New Testaments.” In 1564, Pope Pius 
IV forbade the reading of the Bible in the 
vulgar tongue. In 1897, Pope Leo XHI 
stated: “ . . .  if Bibles in the vulgar tongue 
are authorized without discernment, . . . 
more harm than good results.”

A four-volume Manuel Biblique pub- 
lished in Paris in 1905 for the use of future 
Catholic priests states: “The Church does 
not allow indiscriminate reading of the 
Holy Books, especially the Old Testa- 
ment.” As recently as 1955, Daniel-Rops, 
Catholic author, spoke about its being 
“commonplace to hear people repeat that 
. . .  a Catholic should not read the Bible.” 

True, since the 1950’s a number of 
French Catholic Bibles have been pub- 
lished, such as the Jerusalem but
these are quite expensive. Consequently 
they have not found their way into many 
French homes. All of which explains the 
amazing fact that one of the most cultured 
peoples on earth is, for the most part, 
made up of Bible illiterates.

AN UNPRECEDENTED 
BIBLE EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN

Such then was the situation in France 
when the small group of less than 2,000

Available for a 
voluntary contribu- 
tion several times 

lower than the 
cheapest Protestant 

or Catholic Bible 
in French
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cal atmosphere of the convents, I refused. 
My mother superior put me out to service 
with a French family, who gave me much 
work but little pay. It was then that I 
met my future husband. He spoke to me 
about Bible truth. In spite of all my re- 
ligious education, I had never heard of 
God’s personal name—Jehovah. . . .  I 
thought that this man who someday 
would become my husband was mad, but 
he remained calm. This made me think, 
so I accepted a Bible study with the help 
of the book The Truth That Leads to 
Eternal Life. I asked many questions. This 
little book taught me more about the Bible 
than did all the learning I had received 
during the thirteen years I had spent in 
various convents. My wish now is that 
many nuns might hear the wonderful good 
news of the Kingdom and, like me, become 
real ‘sisters’ who know their God.” 

Brittany, a picturesque peninsula that 
separates the Bay of Biscay from the En- 
glish Channel, is one of the provinces of 
France that has best preserved its tradi- 
tions. It has kept alive its Breton lan- 
guage and also its attachment to the 
Catholic religion. However, recent chang- 
es, contradictions and crises within the 
Roman Church have opened the eyes of 
numerous Bretons who conformed to Cath- 
olic traditions out of a sincere desire to 
please God. Many of them reason as fol- 
lows: Ί  have faithfully followed Catholic 
traditions all my life because my priest 
told me that these things were necessary 
in order to have God’s approval. Now he 
tells me such things as meatless Fridays 
are no longer necessary. For me it is one 
thing or the other. Either the Church has 
been wrong all along, in which case I have 
been deceived all my life, or the Church 
is going astray today.’ Obviously, such 
sincere Catholics need help. They are re- 
ceiving it from the some sixty congrega- 
tions of Jehovah’s Witnesses that are 
combating Bible illiteracy in Brittany.

have been shipped out to the French con- 
gregations of Jehovah’s Witnesses for dis- 
tribution among the public.

But the efforts of Jehovah’s Witnesses

“ This little book 
taught me more about 

the Bible than did all the 
learning I had received 
during the thirteen years 

I had spent in various 
convents.”

to spread Bible education in France have 
not been limited to distributing Bibles and 
religious literature. Since the second 
world war, they have made no less than 
47,556,317 return visits on people who 
have shown interest in the Bible message, 
and at the time of this writing they are 
conducting free weekly Bible discussions 
in nearly forty thousand French homes.

In comparison, what are the some 44,- 
000 Catholic priests, the 22,000 monks and 
the over 100,000 nuns doing to combat 
Bible illiteracy in France? Precious little, 
judging by the following testimonies given 
by ex-Catholics who have been helped by 
Jehovah’s Witnesses.

HELPING CATHOLICS TO 
DISCOVER THE BIBLE

From Montchanin, in east-central 
France, comes the following report: “My 
parents died when I was thirteen. A Cath- 
olic sisterhood took me in. Years went by, 
and I decided to undertake the novitiate 
[with a view to becoming a nun], I spent 
three years in a convent in India, where 
[ took my temporary vows. Next I was 
sent to the Seychelles islands, then to Ire- 
and, and finally to France, near Carcas- 
;onne. I was now twenty-five, and the time 
lad come for me to take my perpetual 
-ows. But, disliking the heavy, hypocriti׳

IA  VERITE
qul conduit

IA  VIE ETERXEILE
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nothing about the Holy Scriptures. . . . 
I also knew very well that Christendom 
had borrowed much from Greek philoso- 
phy.” This sincere Catholic accepted a 
home Bible study and ended up by quit- 
ting the Catholic Church and resigning 
from his position as philosophy teacher 
in a Catholic school. He accepted a menial 
job, and he and his wife became baptized 
Witnesses at the Divine Sovereignty dis- 
trict assembly held in 1975. He concludes 
his report by saying: “Today, my mind is 
no longer polluted by Babylonian mys- 
teries and philosophical gobbledygook. My 
wife and I are really happy, and we ap- 
preciate Jehovah’s blessings.”

Jehovah’s Witnesses in France rejoice 
at having been able to help so many honest 
Catholics to discover the wonderful truths 
outlined in the Bible.

BIBLE KNOWLEDGE IMPROVES FAMILY 
LIFE AND HELPS DELINQUENTS

Combating Bible illiteracy brings many 
rewards. Not only does Bible knowledge 
give people a wonderful hope for the fu- 
ture, but it also brings immediate benefits 
in terms of practical living.

For instance, in a mountainous region 
of eastern France there was a couple with 
five children: three sons and two daugh- 
ters. The husband often came home drunk, 
and the three sons wore long hair and 
eccentric dress, took girls out at night and 
would come home in the wee hours of the 
morning. One day, the eldest son sub- 
scribed for the Awake! magazine offered 
to him by a Witness at work. He became 
interested in the Bible, and soon he and 
his two brothers were studying the Scrip- 
tures with the help of a Witness. Within 
three months they had completed the book 
The Truth That Leads to Eternal Life and 
went on to study deeper Bible truths.

As the study progressed, their hair got 
shorter, their clothes became more pleas· 
ing and their conduct improved. Noticing

Take the case of a man of over seventy 
in Brest, France’s westernmost seaport. 
He had been brought up in a devout Cath- 
olic family. He was educated in a school 
run by friars. He then studied for the 
priesthood in a seminary, where he was 
initiated in Thomist theology-philosophy 
and learned English, Latin and Greek. At 
the age of twenty-four and a half, just 
before taking his solemn vows for the 
priesthood, he decided to quit what he 
called the atmosphere of “blue mystery” 
in which he had been living. One would 
think that after having spent so many 
years studying in Catholic institutions this 
man would have an excellent knowledge 
of the Holy Scriptures. Yet he confesses: 
“I had to wait until my seventy-second 
year before getting to know the Bible and 
recognizing its truthfulness,” through one 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses who studied with 
him free of charge for two years. He adds: 
“I should like to thank and congratulate 
this [Witness] for his patience and hu- 
mility.” This man is himself now a bap- 
tized Witness who helps still others to 
understand the Bible.

From Arles, a historical town in south- 
ern France, probably best known through- 
out the world for Bizet’s music L’Arlesien- 
ne (The Girl from Arles), an ex-Catholic 
writes the following: “I was a practic- 
ing Catholic, educated entirely in Cath- 
olic schools, and I was an active mem- 
ber of Catholic Action. After going 
through university I became a philosophy 
teacher in a Catholic school run by nuns. 
I also held catechism classes for senior 
students. I first met one of Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses in February 1974. . , .  Confident in 
my knowledge of the Bible, of philosophy 
and in my experience as a debater, I ac- 
cepted an invitation to discuss matters. 
I raised many objections, but, to my great 
surprise, I received calm, precise and well- 
documented answers. . . .  I perceived, to 
my shame, that I actually knew little or
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knowledge not only freed him from his 
life of idleness, but also brought back hap- 
piness to his family, who discovered the 
truthfulness of Paul’s statement that “god- 
ly devotion is beneficial for all things, as 
it holds promise of the life now and that 
which is to come.”—■1 Tim. 4:8.

Do not these true-life examples prove 
what a powerful force for good the Bible 
can be in people’s lives, and why the fight 
against Bible illiteracy is so important?

On April 14,1976,123,696 persons were 
present in the Kingdom Halls of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses throughout France to celebrate 
the Memorial of Christ’s death. This shows 
that thousands of people are interested in 
the hope given by God’s Word, and doubt- 
less many more thousands are yet to be 
found and taught. Jehovah’s Witnesses 
will therefore continue to do their utmost 
to combat Bible illiteracy in France.

this, the father, the mother and the two 
daughters joined in the study. The marked 
improvement in their family life so im- 
pressed another family of seven that these 
too began studying the Bible. The youn- 
gest son of the first family succeeded in 
arousing the interest of one of his school- 
teachers, who also consented to study the 
Bible. Thus, within a year, fifteen persons 
dedicated their lives to Jehovah God and 
were baptized. Several of the sons and 
daughters of these two families are now 
full-time proclaimers of the Good News.

Or take the case of that professional 
poker player living in a town at the foot 
of the Pyrenees, who for ten years spent 
his nights playing cards in cafes, driving 
his wife and three daughters to despair. 
Nothing had been able to deliver him 
from this vice until he agreed to study the 
Bible with Jehovah’s Witnesses. Bible

him to eat from it, although a mere for- 
eigner may eat it. This is vanity and it is 
a bad sickness.”—·Eccl. 6:1, 2.

The Almighty permits any individual to 
use his God-given abilities to acquire pos- 
sessions and to gain recognition or glory 
among his contemporaries. In that sense 
Solomon could rightly speak of God as 
‘giving’ riches, material possessions and 
glory to such a man. Sadly, however, 
though a man may have everything, cir- 
cumstances may prevent his enjoying those 
possessions.

Possessions ־Without Enjoyment
In his survey of human affairs, wise 

King Solomon did not overlook the cir- 
cumstances that often make it impossible 
for people to enjoy what they have.

Regarding one situation, he wrote: 
“There exists a calamity that I have seen 
under the sun, and it is frequent among 
mankind: a man to whom the true God 
gives riches and material possessions and 
glory and who, for his soul, is in no need 
of anything that he shows himself longing 
for, and yet the true God does not enable
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For the man who gets no real joy in living, 
a long life just means more problems and 
troubles over a longer period than for one 
who dies young. The one prematurely 
born, a stillborn baby, is better off in the 
sense of never having to endure all the 
hardships of an empty, frustrated life.

Solomon writes further: “All the hard 
work of mankind is for their mouth, but 
even their own soul does not get filled. 
For what advantage does the wise have 
over the stupid one? What does the af- 
flicted one have in knowing how to walk 
in front of the living ones? Better is the 
seeing by the eyes than the walking about 
of the soul. This too is vanity and a striv- 
ing after the wind.״—·Eccl. 6 :7 9 .־

People work hard to get what they need 
to keep themselves alive; they work “for 
their mouth.” Yet this seldom satisfies 
their many desires, their soulful longings. 
The wise but discontented man may try 
to suppress troublesome desires, whereas 
the fool gives in to them, exercising no 
restraint. This was apparently the basis 
for Solomon’s questions: “For what ad- 
vantage does the wise have over the stupid 
one? What does the afflicted one have in 
knowing how to walk in front of the living 
ones?” In the sense that both the wise 
and the stupid one have nagging desires, 
the wise person has no advantage. Simi- 
larly, the afflicted one may know how to 
conceal his disturbing desires before oth- 
ers, but this still does not remove them. 
Unfulfilled, they continue to trouble him. 
He, too, is no better off than the fool. So 
the truly wise course is for a person to be 
content, enjoying what he has, what he 
can see with his eyes, instead of longingly 
looking at something else, letting soulful 
desire deprive him of peace.

Another factor that can interfere with 
contentment is a failure to recognize that 
many things simply cannot be changed. 
Solomon stated: “Whatever has come to

He may have tasty food and, yet, be- 
cause of some stomach or intestinal dis- 
order, be unable to enjoy it. The case of 
Nebuchadnezzar provides an interesting il- 
lustration. He gained the position of world 
ruler at Babylon. Then, Jehovah God hu- 
miliated him on account of his pride, de- 
priving him of his sanity. The delights of 
the palace, including fine food and excel- 
lent wine, no longer had any appeal to 
Nebuchadnezzar. Imagining himself to be 
a beast, he left the luxurious palace and 
subsisted on grass like a bull. While Nebu- 
chadnezzar was missing out on the plea- 
sures of palace life, ‘mere foreigners’ bene- 
fited from his riches. Truly what befell 
Nebuchadnezzar was a severe malady, “a 
bad sickness,” for seven years.—Dan. 4: 
28-37.

Next, Solomon pointed out that long life 
and a large family in themselves are not 
enough for a satisfied, contented life. He 
continues: “If a man should become a 
father a hundred times, and he should live 
many years, so that numerous the days of 
his years should become, yet his own soul 
is not satisfied with good things and even 
the grave has not become his [perhaps 
meaning that he longs for the grave, as 
did Job in his affliction (Job 3:11-22)], 
I must say that one prematurely born is 
better off than he is. For in vain has this 
[prematurely born] one come and in dark- 
ness he goes away, and with darkness his 
own name will be covered. Even the sun 
itself he has not seen, neither known. 
This one has rest rather than the former 
one. Even supposing that he has lived a 
thousand years twice over and yet he has 
not seen what is good, is it not to just 
one place that everyone is going?”—Eccl. 
6:3-6.

Really, without one’s being able to get 
any enjoyment from life, of what value 
are even a long life and many children? 
Whether rich or poor, young or old, at 
death all go to but one place—gravedom.
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shadow? For who can tell man what will 
happen after him under the sun?”—·Ecd. 
6:11, 12.

In view of the fact that death ends all 
of a person’s striving and struggling, what 
real advantage is there in what material 
possessions or prominence a man may ac- 
quire? Who really can say just which 
worldly goal—riches, prominence, power— 
is worth striving for? How often people 
think that something is desirable and, 
then, after obtaining it, are disappointed, 
perhaps even bitter. The fact that life is 
so brief, ‘passing like a shadow,’ only adds 
to the aggravation. There is no way to 
regain time and redirect one’s efforts to- 
ward another goal. Furthermore, because 
there is no way of determining what will 
happen after a person’s death, pursuing 
materialistic goals in behalf of children 
and grandchildren, to the exclusion of 
spiritual things, does not lead to real sat- 
isfaction either.

How forcefully the wise man’s words 
illustrate the need for being content, get- 
ting wholesome enjoyment out of life! 
Rather than letting materialistic desires 
build up, the truly wise person concen- 
trates on maintaining a good relationship 
with God.

be, its name has already been pronounced, 
and it has become known what man is; 
and he is not able to plead his cause with 
one that is more powerful than he is.” 
(Eccl. 6:10) A man may attain riches and 
position. But he remains nothing more 
than the first man was pronounced to be, 
earthling man, ,a-dham', a Hebrew desig- 
nation drawn from a root meaning “red” 
or “ruddy.” Yes, he continues to be an 
earthling, a mortal. So he cannot make 
any bargain to keep himself alive indefi- 
nitely. The psalmist expressed this thought 
as follows: “Not one of them can by any 
means redeem even a brother, nor give to 
God a ransom for him; (and the redemp- 
tion price of their soul is so precious that 
it has ceased to time indefinite) that he 
should still live forever and not see the 
pit.״—Ps. 49:7-9.

At best, in this system of things, life 
is very uncertain. Time and circumstance 
befall all, adding to the uncertainty. For 
this reason, Solomon raised these ques- 
tions: “Because there exist many things 
that are causing much vanity, what ad- 
vantage does a man have? For who is 
there knowing what good a man has in 
life for the number of the days of his 
vain life, when he spends them like a

^ Ipprecia tin cj. ^Jhode lAJho p r a c tic e  iJ ltc ir  .3
his study in the book The Truth That Leads to 
Eternal Life in twenty-three days. Then he 
wrote his last magazine article. It was about 
the Creator, Jehovah, and his wonderful pur- 
pose for mankind. Within one month he had 
stopped smoking and also resigned from the 
magazine staff. From the second month he 
began to proclaim God’s kingdom from door to 
door with the Witnesses, and from the third 
month he was devoting a hundred and more 
hours a month to this. Very soon he was bap- 
tized, and he continues to devote his full time 
to God’s service, conducting ten home Bible 
studies of his own with interested people. He 
himself now rejoices in having a living faith.

A MAGAZINE reporter in Korea met one of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses who told him of the 
paradise hope, and of people not getting sick 
or dying. He thought, “This man does not 
appear to be abnormal, but how can intelligent 
people believe such things?” He determined to 
write a magazine article to expose the way 
simple people are taken by religion. To this 
end, he started to attend meetings and to study 
with the Witnesses. He also looked into how 
the Witnesses practiced their beliefs and was 
amazed to learn that they really did! He quick- 
ly appreciated that they were zealous in living 
their faith and in showing love to one another. 
Now he began to study in earnest. He finished
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tive. They did not know him to the 
extent that he had revealed himself. How- 
ever, Jews who accepted all the Hebrew 
Scriptures as inspired of God and who en- 
deavored to worship according to the way 
outlined in those Scriptures certainly 
knew the One whom they were venerating. 
They worshiped according to the divinely 
designated arrangement centered at the 
temple in Jerusalem.—Deut. 12:5, 6; 1 Ki. 
14:21.

3However, in speaking to the Samari- 
tan woman, Jesus indicated that a change 
was at hand. He said: “The hour is com- 
ing when neither in this mountain [Geri- 
zim, regarded as sacred by the Samari- 
tans] nor in Jerusalem will you people 
worship the Father.” (John 4:21) Fore- 
gleams regarding such a change had 
already been provided in the Hebrew 
Scriptures. Jehovah God, by means of his 
prophet Jeremiah, had declared that a new 
covenant would replace the old Law cove- 
nant. (Jer. 31:31-34) Through the in- 
spired psalmist David, the Most High had 
revealed that the high priestly office would 
be bestowed upon one not of the line of
3. (a) To what change in worship did Jesus Christ 
point when speaking to a Samaritan woman? (b) What 
evidence is there in the Hebrew Scriptures that there 
would, in time, be a change in the arrangement for
pure worship?

OVER nineteen hundred years ago a 
new era dawned. It opened up mar- 

velous opportunities that to this day have 
not been closed. The Most High God, by 
means of his firstborn Son, extended to 
people of all tribes, nations and races the 
privilege of serving him with never-ending 
life in view.—Acts 14:15; 17:30; Titus 3: 
4, 5; 1 John 5:13.

3For centuries before the time of Je- 
sus’ coming to the earth Jehovah God 
dealt exclusively with the Israelites, or 
Jews. They alone “were entrusted with the 
sacred pronouncements of God.” (Rom. 3: 
2) Only natural Israelites or Gentiles as- 
sociating with them in worship could gain 
an understanding of Jehovah’s revealed 
purpose. That is why Jesus could say to 
a Samaritan woman: “You worship what 
you do not know; we worship what we 
know.” (John 4:22) The Samaritans ac- 
cepted the Pentateuch, or five books of 
Moses, but rejected the rest of the inspired 
Hebrew Scriptures. Hence, their knowl- 
edge of the true God Jehovah was defec-
1. According to Acts 14:15; 17:30; Titus 3:4, 5 and 
1 John 5:13, what did Jehovah God do in the first 
century C.E., and what privilege did this open up to 
individuals?
2. (a) With whom had Jehovah God dealt exclusively 
for centuries before our Common Era? (b) Why did only 
the Jews know the One whom they were worshiping?
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half years that Jesus Christ taught pub- 
licly, the apostles and other disciples had 
been trained to do that important work. 
On account of this vital activity, other 
opportunities opened up to those who were 
able and willing to make themselves avail- 
able for service.

THE CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION 
BEGINS FUNCTIONING

6 Came the day of Pentecost of the year 
33 C.E. That date marks the start of the 
Christian congregation. Unmistakable evi- 
dence was then provided that the congre- 
gation God was now using consisted of his 
Son’s disciples. On that day, the Most 
High, through the Lord Jesus Christ, 
poured out the holy spirit on about 120 
disciples assembled in an upper room of a 
house at Jerusalem. This outpouring of 
the spirit was preceded by “a noise just 
like that of a rushing stiff breeze.” That
6 . When did the Christian congregation have its startr 
and how did Jehovah show that he was no longer using 
the Jewish congregation?

Peter explains the fulfillment of Joel’s proph- 
ecy to assembled Jews and proselytes
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Aaron. This one would be a king-priest 
as was Melchizedek of ancient Salem. At 
Psalm 110:4 we read: “Jehovah has sworn 
(and he will feel no regret): ‘You are a 
priest to time indefinite according to the 
manner of Melchizedek!’ ” This change in 
the priesthood also called for a different 
sacrifice. This, too, had been pointed to 
prophetically. Psalm 40:6 tells us: “Sacri- 
fice and offering you did not delight in; 
these ears of mine you opened up [“but 
a body you prepared,” Ver-
sion]. Burnt offering and sin offering you 
did not ask for.”

4From the Christian Greek Scriptures 
we learn that Jesus Christ is the Mediator 
of the new covenant, that he is the king- 
priest according to the manner of Mel- 
chizedek and that his perfect human body 
constitutes the divinely acceptable atoning 
sacrifice. (Heb. 7:15-28; 8:6; 9:15; 10: 
1-10) Accordingly, acceptance of Jesus 
Christ as the sole means to approach the 
Father became essential for all desiring 
to worship in the right manner. The Son 
of God said: “I am the way and the truth 
and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.” (John 14:6) Along 
with this change in worship came the 
grand opportunity for individuals to be- 
come part of the new nation of spiritual 
Israel, with “citizenship” in the kingdom 
of the heavens.—Phil. 3:20.

5 But how would people learn about this? 
The answer is found in the commission 
that Jesus Christ gave his disciples after 
his resurrection from the dead: “Go there- 
fore and make disciples of people of all the 
nations, . . . teaching them to observe all 
the things I have commanded you.” (Matt. 

28:19, 20) Yes, there was a work to be 
done in proclaiming and teaching God’s 
truth to others. During the three and a
4. Why can acceptable worship be rendered only through 
Jesus Christ?
5. What did Jesus’ disciples have to do in order that 
)thers might learn about the way to worship God 
acceptably? (Rom. 10:1015־)
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so when many of their fellow believers 
voluntarily sold their possessions and 
turned over the funds to the apostles for 
distribution to needy ones.—Acts 2:44, 45; 
4:34, 35.

8The growth of the Jerusalem congre- 
gation opened up opportunities for others 
besides the apostles to serve in caring for 
the needs of all. Very early in the history 
of the congregation we read of young men 
who evidently rendered manual services 
for the apostles. They may have been 
regularly on hand for running necessary 
errands. (Acts 5:6, 9,10) What fine train- 
ing for the future these young men were 
receiving by being in close association 
with the apostles! In time, the relief work 
became just too much for the apostles to 
supervise. When a problem arose in con- 
nection with the distributing of food to 
needy widows, the apostles realized that 
it would be inappropriate to slight their 
teaching responsibilities to look after this 
less important matter. Hence, they invited 
the brothers in the congregation to select 
from among themselves seven qualified 
men to handle the daily distribution of 
food. After having prayed, the apostles 
appointed these men by the laying on of 
hands. All seven were men of outstanding 
spiritual qualifications, “full of spirit and 
wisdom.” (Acts 6:1-6) Also, as the con- 
gregation grew, the apostles must have 
appointed capable men “full of spirit and 
wisdom” to serve along with them as el- 
ders in caring for the spiritual needs of 
the disciples.

CONTACT MAINTAINED WITH 
NEW CONGREGATIONS

10Soon after the establishment of the 
congregation at Jerusalem a great perse· 
cution arose against it, forcing most 01

9. As the Jerusalem congregation grew in size, wha 
appointments were made, and why?
10. (a) What effect did a severe outbreak of persecutio! 
against the Jerusalem congregation have on the sprea< 
of the “good news“ ? (b) How did the body of elders a 
Jerusalem maintain contact with other congregations
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noise attracted the attention of many 
Jews and proselytes, causing them to as- 
semble in the vicinity of the house where 
the disciples were located. These disciples, 
empowered by the holy spirit, began speak- 
ing in foreign languages “about the mag- 
nificent things of God.” The Jews and the 
proselytes who had come to Jerusalem 
from distant places were simply amazed 
to hear their native tongues being spoken 
by Galileans.—Acts 2:1-12.

7 The apostle Peter then explained to the 
assembled throng that God’s spirit had 
been poured out in fulfillment of Joel’s 
prophecy. Continuing, he showed that Je- 
sus, whom they had impaled, had been 
resurrected from the dead and that he was 
indeed the Christ, King David’s Lord, seat- 
ed at the right hand of God. What was 
the response to Peter’s words? The ac- 
count tells us: “When they heard this 
they were stabbed to the heart, and they 
said to Peter and the rest of the apostles: 
‘Men, brothers, what shall we do?’ ” Pe- 
ter answered: “Repent, and let each one 
of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for forgiveness of your sins, and 
you will receive the free gift of the holy 
spirit.” About 3,000 persons acted on this 
encouragement.—Acts 2:14-41.

8 These new believers and the many oth- 
ers who came into association with the 
Christian congregation thereafter had 
much to learn. The apostles, who had been 
personally trained by Jesus Christ, were 
certainly in the best position to teach 
them. But the apostles could not travel to 
all the distant parts of the earth from 
which Jews and proselytes had come to 
Jerusalem. In order to be able to devote 
themselves to the teaching of the apostles, 
therefore, the new converts extended their 
stay in the city. They were assisted to do
7. How could Jews and proselytes become members of 
the Christian congregation ?
8 . What arrangements were made to enable those who 
had come to Jerusalem from distant places to remain 
so as to benefit from the teaching of the apostles?
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Barnabas, the two men returned to An- 
tioch.—Acts 12:25.

12 Thereafter the holy spirit directed 
that Paul and Barnabas be set aside for 
special work. (Acts 13:1, 2) In harmony 
with the spirit’s guidance, Paul and Barna- 
bas traveled through Cyprus and parts of 
Asia Minor, preaching the “good news” 
and establishing new congregations. On re* 
visiting these congregations they appoint- 
ed elders to care for the spiritual needs of 
the disciples. (Acts 14:21-23) Returning 
to Antioch, they ‘gathered the congrega- 
tion together and related the many things 
that God had done by means of them and 
that he had opened to the nations the door 
to faith.’—Acts 14:27.

13 Then a problem arose. Certain broth- 
ei’s from Judea came to Antioch, insisting 
that non-Jews who embraced Christianity 
had to be circumcised and charged to obey 
the law of Moses. Otherwise they could 
not gain salvation. (Acts 15:1) Where 
could this matter be settled? The most 
logical place would be Jerusalem, as that 
was the congregation with which the apos- 
ties were associated. Moreover, it was from 
there that the work of preaching and mak- 
ing disciples had spread out to all the 
many places where congregations were 
then located. Hence, the elders of the Je- 
rusalem congregation occupied the posi- 
tion of a central body to which other el- 
ders could direct inquiries. So we find that 
Paul and Barnabas were sent to the “apos- 
ties and older men in Jerusalem regarding 
[the circumcision] dispute.”—Acts 15:2.

14The central body of elders, including 
the apostles, thoroughly discussed the mat-
12. (a) Why did Paul and Barnabas leave Antioch to 
open up new territories? (b) How did the new congre- 
gations that they established come to have bodies of 
elders? (c) How did the Antioch congregation learn 
about the activity of Paul and Barnabas?
13. (a) Why did a problem arise in the Antioch congre- 
gation respecting Gentile believers? (b) Why was it 
logical for the matter to be decided at Jerusalem?
14. (a) How did the central body of elders at Jerusalem 
go about resolving the circumcision issue? (Acts 15:621־) 
(b) How were other congregations informed regarding 
the decision that was reached? (Acts 15:2229־)
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the disciples to leave the city. Those who 
were scattered seized the opportunity to 
spread the “good news.” As a result, con- 
gregations sprang up in such cities as 
Samaria and Antioch. (Acts 8:1, 4-8; 11: 
19-21) When news about these congrega- 
tions and their needs reached Jerusalem, 
arrangements were made, doubtless by the 
body of elders there, to provide spiritual 
help. The apostles Peter and John were 
sent to the city of Samaria and, as they 
returned to Jerusalem, made it a point to 
declare the “good news” in many Samari- 
tan villages. (Acts 8:14-17, 25) We also 
read of Peter’s later visiting congrega- 
tions at Lydda and Joppa. (Acts 9:32-43) 
It was from Joppa that Peter, at the di- 
rection of God’s spirit, went to Caesarea, 
there to open up for the first time 
to uncircumcised Gentiles—Cornelius, his 
household and intimate friends—the op- 
portunity to become disciples of Jesus 
Christ.—Acts 10:23-48.

11 The Jerusalem congregation sent the 
disciple Barnabas to Antioch, where he 
did much to encourage his fellow believ- 
ers. (Acts 11:22-24) Since he needed help 
in advancing true worship in that city, 
Barnabas took the initiative to search for 
Paul in Tarsus and to invite him to share 
in the work at Antioch. This was probably 
some twelve years after Paul, a former 
persecutor of Christ’s followers, had be- 
come a believer. Together, Paul and Bar- 
nabas spent a year with the Antioch con- 
gregation. (Acts 11:25, 26) During this 
time prophets from Jerusalem would vis- 
it the Antioch congregation. (Acts 11:27) 
One of these prophets, Agabus, foretold a 
great famine. This prompted the Antioch 
:ongregation to organize relief measures 
for the brothers in Judea and then to send 
Paul and Barnabas with their contribu- 
:ion to Jerusalem. (Acts 11:28-30) Ac- 
1.ompanied by John Mark, the cousin of
1. Why did Barnabas go to Antioch, and how did he 
;et help for building up the congregation there?
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ourselves have favored adding no further 
burden to you, except these necessary 
things, to keep abstaining from things sac- 
rificed to idols and from blood and from 
things strangled and from fornication. If  
you carefully keep yourselves from these 
things, you will prosper. Good health to 
you!״—Acts 15:23-29.
15 Through such letters from the cen- 

tral body of elders at Jerusalem and the 
visits of various faithful brothers, the con- 
gregations were built up and strengthened 
to continue declaring the “good news” and 
helping fellow believers to remain firm in 
the faith. (Acts 15:30-32; 16:4, 5) Addi- 
tionally, inspired letters from Paul, Peter, 
James, Jude and John did much to fortify 
the disciples spiritually.

16 Truly, the beginning of the Christian 
era opened up grand opportunities for ser- 
vice. All disciples, both men and women, 
had the privilege of proclaiming the “good 
news,” and of encouraging fellow believers

and helping them in time of difS- 
culty or in spiritual ways. Evange- 
lizers were needed to get the “good 
news” declared in new territories. 
There was also a need for capable 
brothers who could spend time in 
visiting and working with congre- 
gations for a period of time to 
strengthen them and to share in 
making appointments of elders and 
congregational servants. Since a 
heavy load of responsibility fell on 
these traveling brothers, they were 
helped by young men who could 
run errands for them and in other 
ways render personal services. 
What about today? Are opportu- 
nities of this kind still open?

ter. Testimony was presented showing that 
God himself had accepted the non-Jews in 
their uncircumcised state, pouring out his 
spirit upon them. It thus became clear that 
the bringing of the Gentiles into associ- 
ation with the Christian congregation ful- 
filled Hebrew Scripture prophecy. A deci- 
sion was reached and written up in letter 
form. (Acts 15:6-21) This letter stated:

“The apostles and the older men, broth- 
ers, to those brothers in Antioch and Syria 
and Cilicia who are from the nations: Greet- 
ings! Since we have heard that some from 
among us have caused you trouble with 
speeches, trying to subvert your souls, al- 
though we did not give them any instrue- 
tions, we have come to a unanimous accord 
and have favored choosing men to send to 
you together with our loved ones, Barnabas 
and Paul, men that have delivered up their 
souls for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We are therefore dispatching Judas and 
Silas, that they also may report the same 
things by word. For the holy spirit and we

3 ΰ־ ;Η· Ί 7 \  \J g £

15. How did the decisions of the central bodj 
of elders at Jerusalem and the visits of faithfu 
brothers help the congregations?
16. (a) What opportunities for service did th< 
Christian era open up for all disciples, botl 
men and women? (Matt. 28:19, 20; Gal. 2:9 
6:10; 1 Tim. 5:10; Titus 2:35־) (b) What othe 
opportunities for service opened up to capabl· 
men who made themselves available?
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When Gentiles were taken into the Christian 
congregation, the central body of elders 

gave directions to maintain unity
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OPEN
DOOR?

'I have set before you an opened 
door, which no one can shut." 

-R e v . 3:8.

edged as fully acceptable by the body of 
elders at Jerusalem.—Gal. 2:1-9.

3 What about today? Very early in the 
modern history of Jehovah's Witnesses 
members of the oldest congregation came 
to be associated with their publishing 
agency, the Watch Tower Bible and Tract 
Society. Today, living at “Bethel,” the hive 
of activity centered at the headquarters of 
the Watch Tower Society in Brooklyn, 
New York, there are over 250 persons who 
have energetically pursued spiritual inter- 
ests for more than ten years. Many have 
done so far longer. They have spent a 
lifetime in faithful service to Jehovah God 
as devoted disciples of his Son. During this 
time they have gained a wealth of experi- 
ence in Christian living and in helping fel- 
low believers with their problems. They 
have also deepened their understanding of 
God's Word. Among these are those dedi- 
cated men who constitute the governing 
body for the worldwide congregation of

'H E co m -  
mand of Je- 

sus C hrist for  
his followers to 
preach  and to  
make disciples is 
still vitally ur- 
gent. This is clear 
from his assur- 
ance: “Look! I
am with you all
the days until the conclusion of the 
system of things.” (Matt. 28:20) Hence, 
many grand opportunities for service are 
still to be enjoyed today as “this good 
news of the kingdom” continues to be 
preached vigorously from door to door. 
(Matt. 24:14) Also, due to the growth of 
the congregation of Jehovah’s Christian 
witnesses world wide, there is a great need 
for capable and willing workers to build 
up fellow believers and to render other 
vital services for the advancement of 
spiritual interests. Additionally, people 
everywhere need to hear the “good news” 
so that they can take a stand for it or 
against it before the execution of God's 
righteous judgment upon the present un- 
godly world.

2 To accomplish all that is necessary in 
an orderly way, obviously there must be 
some centralized, coordinated direction. 
(1 Cor. 14:33) In the first century C.E., 
:he head of the congregation, Jesus Christ, 
provided this through the apostles and 
ither elders of the Jerusalem congrega- 
ion. Also, Paul, who had been directly 
:hosen by the Lord Jesus Christ as an 
ipostle to the nations, did much to build 
ip the congregations spiritually. The man- 
ler in which Paul and his associates ful- 
died their commission from Jesus to 
-reach and make disciples was acknowl׳

3, 4. (a) Why are men associated with the publishing 
agency of Jehovah’s Witnesses rightly providing central- 
ized, coordinated help for fellow believers world wide? 
(b) What is a prime responsibility of elders, and how 
has this been discharged by the governing body at 
Brooklyn Bethel?
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Why are grand opportunities for service still available 
1 the Christian congregation ?

(a) Why is centralized, coordinated direction needed 
 the Christian congregation? (b) Through whom did ־1
le head of the congregation provide this direction in 
1e first century C.E. ?
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governing body would find it very difficult 
to care for the spiritual interests of the 
congregations world wide.

BETHEL SERVICE
6 Since much of the work done at Beth- 

el* requires physical strength and stamina, 
especially young men are needed. If you 
are a young man, have you ever given 
thought to making yourself available for 
hard manual labor in behalf of your spiri- 
tual brothers, as well as for those who 
might become such? Of course, it is not 
just a matter of being able and willing to 
serve. Spiritual qualifications are also in- 
volved. In the case of Timothy, for ex- 
ample, we read: “He was well reported 
on by the brothers in Lystra and Iconi- 
urn.” (Acts 16:2) Yes, Timothy had 
proved himself to be a young man of fine 
reputation both in his home congregation, 
evidently in Lystra, and in the neighbor- 
ing congregation in Iconium. By his words 
and actions he must have gained the re- 
spect and confidence of fellow believers. 
Though young, he was well grounded in 
the Scriptures, having been taught these 
from infancy by his mother and grand- 
mother.—2 Tim. 3:14, 15.

7 Young men with Timothy’s qualifica- 
tions are certainly an asset to any congre- 
gation. Doubtless the brothers in Lystra 
very much appreciated what Timothy was 
able to do in their behalf. He must alsc 
have been a real source of encouragemenl 
to his mother Eunice, especially since his 
father was an unbeliever. Yet, when the 
apostle Paul expressed the desire tha 
Timothy accompany him in his travels

* This applies not only to Brooklyn Bethel hut als 
to other large printing branches of the Watch Towe 
Society.

6. (a) Why are especially young men needed at Bethel 
(b) As illustrated in the case of Timothy, what shoul 
be expected of one who makes himself available fc 
Bethel service?
7. (a) What evidently was the commendable attituc 
of the elders in Lystra and of Eunice respecting Tim 
thy's serving with Paul? (b) In connection with Beth 
service, who today could benefit from this exampl
and why?

Jehovah’s Witnesses. While there are many 
capable, experienced brothers elsewhere, 
at no one location on earth are so many 
elders available for immediate consulta- 
tion. At Brooklyn Bethel, therefore, can 
be found an excellent representation of 
Christian knowledge and experience that 
have been gained up to this time by the 
worldwide congregation of God’s people. 
Much the same can be said regarding the 
smaller Bethel families associated with 
the branch offices of the Watch Tower 
Society in other parts of the earth.

4 Understandably, when elders in other 
congregations are faced with perplexing 
problems, they write to the Society or its 
branches for Scriptural assistance. At 
times Biblical answers provided would be 
of great benefit to all the congregations 
throughout the earth. When that is the 
case, as in the first century C.E., written 
material is prepared. Furthermore, since 
one of the prime responsibilities of elders 
is to teach, the central body of elders, 
through its committees, supervises the 
preparation and publication of information 
designed to provide spiritual instruction 
for persons both inside and outside the 
Christian congregation world wide.

5 Manifestly a sizable staff is needed at 
Brooklyn to care for all the vital work of 
providing help and direction in furthering 
spiritual interests throughout the earth, 
including relief measures whenever neces- 
sary. While some are directly involved in 
preparing Biblical information or in di- 
recting what needs to be done for the as- 
sociation of brothers, all the others render 
important services that make it possible 
for this material to reach the ends of the 
earth. Many of those serving at Bethel, 
therefore, occupy a position comparable 
to that of Timothy, Mark and others who 
acted as attendants for elders in the first- 
century congregation. Without them, the
5. What vital work is accomplished at Bethel, and why 
is every individual working there needed?
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tie Paul could say respecting Timothy: 
“I have no one else of a disposition like 
his who will genuinely care for the things 
pertaining to you. For all the others are 
seeking their own interests, not those of 
Christ Jesus. But you know the proof he 
gave of himself, that like a child with a 
father he slaved with me in furtherance of 
the good news.” (Phil. 2  -Further (־2022:
more, Timothy was humble, recognizing 
his own limitations. He did not capitalize 
on his association with Paul and proudly 
assert his authority. (Compare 1 Timothy 
4 : 1 1 2  ,Timothy 1:6, 7; 2:1.) Of course ־14; 
through his laboring with the apostle, Tim- 
othy learned much and was eventually 
qualified to shoulder the responsibilities of 
an elder in the Christian congregation.

10As in the case of Timothy, humility, 
a spirit of self-sacrifice and an intense in- 
terest in the welfare of others are essential 
for happy service at Bethel or anywhere 
else in Jehovah’s organization. Wherever 
one may serve, pride, desire for promi- 
nence and selfishness not only diminish 
personal happiness but also make life un- 
pleasant for others. Being imperfect, God’s 
servants have to continue to fight against 
these undesirable traits and they should 
not allow themselves to become overly dis- 
turbed by the noticeable failings of others 
in this respect. One’s cultivating the right 
spirit is always worth the effort, for the 
real reward will come, not from men, but 
from Jehovah God. Furthermore, one’s 
setting a good example can have a whole- 
some, upbuilding effect on others.

SERVING AS A PIONEER OR
HELPING OUT IN ANOTHER LOCATION

11Bethel service, of course, is a door of 
opportunity that does not open to all those
10. (a) As is evident from Timothy's example, what 
qualities are essential for being happy in one's serving 
in behalf of others? (b) What are the bad effects of 
pride, desire for prominence and selfishness, and what 
should one do when noticing a measure of these undesir- 
able traits in some fellow believers?
11. What opportunities are open In connection with 
preaching and disciple-making, and what should moti- 
vate one's seizing them? (Matt. 22:3739־)
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the body of elders did not selfishly try to 
keep the young man in their congregation. 
No, these elders evidently joined the apos- 
tie in laying their hands upon Timothy, 
thereby setting him apart for special ser- 
vice. (Acts 16:3; 1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6) 
So when qualified young men today desire 
to make themselves available for service 
at Bethel, it is indeed commendable when 
elders and believing family members en- 
courage them and give them wholehearted 
support.

8Though service at Bethel brings rich 
spiritual rewards, it is not easy. But nei- 
ther was Timothy’s assignment an easy 
one. Besides working under the apostle 
Paul’s direction in advancing spiritual in- 
terests, Timothy apparently also labored 
with his hands to provide for his personal 
needs. (Compare 2 Corinthians 12:14-18; 
1 Thessalonians 2:9; 2 Thessalonians 3: 
7, 8.) He shared the dangers and problems 
that the apostle described in his second 
letter to the Corinthians: “In journeys of- 
ten, in dangers from rivers, in dangers 
from highwaymen, in dangers from my 
own race, in dangers from the nations, in 
dangers in the city, in dangers in the wil- 
derness, in dangers at sea, in dangers 
among false brothers, in labor and toil, 
in sleepless nights often, in hunger and 
thirst, in abstinence from food many times, 
in cold and nakedness.”—2 Cor. 11:26, 27.

9 Despite all of this, Timothy continued 
to labor in cooperation with Paul, not just 
for a short period, but for some fifteen 
years, yes, evidently until the apostle’s 
ieath as a martyr. What made it possible 
:or Timothy to stick to the work rather 
;han to return to his home congregation 
’or a more settled way of life? It was his 
;incere desire to serve others regardless 
>f the personal cost to himself. The apos-
. Why was Timothy’s special service with the apostle 
*aul demanding?
. What enabled Timothy to persevere in his special 
5rvice instead of returning home to enjoy a more 
2ttled way of life?
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haps as a missionary in another part of the 
world, requires making sacrifices and be- 
ing willing to slave in behalf of others. 
These things need to be given prayerful 
thought beforehand. (Compare Luke 14: 
28-32.) For example, a person who has 
always had an automobile available for his 
service should consider whether he would 
be willing to walk for miles over rough 
terrain or with the hot sun beating down 
upon him, or whether he would be willing 
to put up with crowded or sporadic public 
transportation facilities. If he balks at such 
things now, then he may have great diffi- 
culty in adjusting to a totally new and 
strange environment. Likewise, persons 
who have a hard time in adapting to dif- 
ferent circumstances and surroundings and 
to people with varying backgrounds, cus- 
toms, living standards and habits, should 
recognize that they must ‘work at it’ in 
order to qualify for evangelizing work in a 
foreign field.

OPPORTUNITIES IN SLAVING AS 
SERVANTS AND ELDERS

14 Ministering to fellow believers in the 
capacity of servants or elders is a door of 
opportunity that is open to men in the 
Christian congregation. The qualifications 
set forth in the Scriptures make it clear 
that those thus serving must be spiritual 
persons, fine examples in Christian living, 
yes, men who have the respect and con· 
fidence of the congregation as a whole 
(1 Tim. 3:1-10, 12, 13; Titus 1:5-9) Be 
cause elders have teaching responsibili 
ties, they should also be men who are care 
ful students of God’s Word. A man wht 
rarely reads the Bible and has perhap 
never read it in its entirety could hardl: 
be considered qualified to teach it to fel 
low believers.—Compare 1 Timothy 1:( 
7; James 3:1.
14. What is required of those who are appointed « 
servants or as elders in the congregation?
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associated with congregations of God’s 
people world wide. But there are other 
fine opportunities that are open in con- 
nection with the work that must be done. 
For example, servants of God are privi- 
leged to devote all the time that they can 
make available to the important work of 
preaching and making disciples. There is 
no limit to the time that they may spend 
in this service. All of us surely want to 
be whole-souled in it. For many, this may 
mean being able to devote some sixty 
hours monthly to this work as an “aux- 
iliary pioneer” or some ninety hours or 
more monthly as a “regular pioneer.” 
Have you entered the open door of pioneer 
activity or are you planning to do so? As 
you pioneer let your motive for sharing 
in this service continue to be love for Je- 
hovah God and your fellow humans.

12 Just as Paul and Barnabas began serv- 
ing with the Antioch congregation because 
of the great need there, you may be in a 
position to move to another location to ad- 
vance spiritual interests. Again, humility, 
self-sacrifice and a keen interest in the 
welfare of others can be a big help in mak- 
ing needed adjustments to a new environ- 
ment. This was true of the apostle Paul, 
who could say of himself: “Though I am 
free from all persons, I have made myself 
the slave to all, that I may gain the most 
persons. . . .  I have become all things to 
people of all sorts.” (1 Cor. 9:19-22) “I 
have learned, in whatever circumstances 
I am, to be self-sufficient. I know indeed 
how to be low on provisions, I know in- 
deed how to have an abundance.” (Phil. 
4:11, 12) With full trust in Jehovah, Paul 
was able to bear up under very trying cir- 
cumstances.

13 Today serving in another area, or per-
12. How does the apostle Paul's example illustrate what 
is required of those who would be successful in taking 
up sacred service in another location?
13. Why should a person contemplating missionary 
service count the cost, and what are some things that 
he might consider prayerfully about his being able to 
share in this service?
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18 The opportunities that are open to dis- 
ciples of Jesus Christ are not positions of 
prestige and esteem in the eyes of men. 
All are opportunities that call for the un- 
selfish, wholehearted exertion of effort, 
demanding work. This is only reasonable, 
for Jehovah God and his Son have set the 
perfect example as workers that we are 
called upon to imitate. Jesus Christ said: 
“My Father has kept working until now, 
and I keep working.” (John 5:17) May 
this also be true of all of us, as we make 
ourselves available to be used to the great- 
est extent of our God-given abilities. If we 
do, our life will be filled with joy and 
satisfaction as we confidently look forward 
to receiving Jehovah’s blessing. The apos- 
tie Paul’s words to the Hebrews are most 
encouraging: “God is not unrighteous so 
as to forget your work and the love you 
showed for his name, in that you have 
ministered to the holy ones and continue 
ministering. But we desire each one of you 
to show the same industriousness so as 
to have the full assurance of the hope 
down to the end, in order that you may not 
become sluggish, but be imitators of those 
who through faith and patience inherit the 
promises.”—Heb. 6:10-12.
18. (a) What do all opportunities associated with sacred 
service call for, and why? (b) What can we expect if 
we make ourselves available to be used to the greatest 
extent of our God-given abilities?

IN COMING
Your F u tu re -C an  It Be 

Predicted?

“Keeping a  Tight Grip on 
the W ord of Life.״

Are You W alk ing  a s  in  
God's Presence?

15According to the Scriptures, congre- 
gational servants and elders are not a ti- 
tied class but are the slaves of their broth- 
ers. Jesus Christ told the apostles: “You 
know that the rulers of the nations lord 
it over them and the great men wield au- 
thority over them. This is not the way 
among you; but whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your minister, 
and whoever wants to be first among you 
must be your slave.” (Matt. 20:25-27) 
Hence, basic to a man’s qualifying as a 
servant in the congregation or as an elder 
is his desire to slave for his brothers, sac- 
rificing of his time and energies in their 
behalf.

16 Those who are servants and elders in 
the true sense of the word are thought of 
by their brothers as humble slaves who 
are willing and eager to give of themselves 
wholeheartedly in helping them. (Acts 20: 
25-35; 1 Pet. 5:2, 3) It is because they are 
working hard in the advancement of spiri- 
tual interests that the congregation has 
high regard, appreciation and love for 
such servants and elders. (1 Thess. 5:12, 
13; Heb. 13:17) They are men who are 
living up to the trust conferred upon them 
by reason of their appointment. Especially 
should this be true of traveling elders. The 
congregations rightly expect them to be 
spiritual men of outstanding humility. 
—Compare Luke 12:48.

17 Obviously men who want prominence 
md position, rather than to do the work 
if a slave, are not qualified to be servants 
>r elders. They have not begun to ‘reach 
>ut for an office of overseer.’ Why not? 
because they are not really seeking the 
fine work” that is associated therewith. 
-1  Tim. 3:1.
5. As is evident from Jesus’ words at Matthew 20:2527־, 
hat is basic to a man’s qualifying to be a servant or 
1  elder In the congregation?
>. Just what makes a man a servant or an elder in the 
illest sense?
Γ. Why can it be said that ambitious, position-conscious 
en have not begun to reach out for an office of over- 
er?
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In s ig h t  o n  th e  N e w s
tries— than cancer. . . . Moreover, smoking 
combines with other major risk factors, such 
as high blood cholesterol and high blood 
pressure, to multiply manyfold the heart dis- 
ease risk.”  Yet, no bans— only easily over- 
looked warnings on the packs.

Why such delicate treatment for a deadly 
killer while a comparatively minor offender 
receives full wrath? “ Natural History”  spoke 
of "governmental hypocrisy in the treatment 
of tobacco”  and of governments being “ held 
hostage to the political power of the tobacco 
and cigarette producers or lured by self- 
interest [tax revenues].”

How refreshing it will be when God’s king- 
dom, unaffected by such pressures, will rule 
with only mankind’s permanent good at heart! 
— Isa. 32:1.

β  “ If I had 10 Catholic Jehovah’s Witnesses 
we could begin to change the world,”  declared 

the Franciscan nun who 
u 1· founded the Our Lady of

Catholic the Angels Monastery in
Jehovah's Birmingham, Alabam a.

Witnesses” ”Mother‘ ״ ?  Angelica also
noted that the kind of 
evangelism needed “ is not 

going after the one lost sheep or making 
Catholics out of non-Catholics; it is making 
Christians out of the 99 who are sitting in 
the pew.*'

But if many centuries of religious efforts 
have not yet ‘made Christians out of the 99 
in the pew,’ then how could ten or even 1,000 
Catholics with the zeal of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
do so? Surely something is missing that no 
amount of zeal can supply.

The Bible identifies what is missing when 
it tells of people who “ have zeal for God, 
but not according to knowledge; for, ignoran! 
of the justice of God and seeking to establisf 
their own, they have not submitted to  ttu  
justice of God.” — Rom. 10:2, 3, “ Catholi< 
Confraternity Version.”

On the other hand, the Bible shows tha 
genuine Christians develop through knowledg« 
and use of the Scriptures. “ All scripture i 
inspired by God and can profitably be used, 
it states, “ for guiding people's lives and teach 
ing them to be holy. This is how the man wh 
is dedicated to God becomes fully equippe 
and ready for any good work.” — 2 Tim. C 
16, 17, Catholic “ Jerusalem Bible.”
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•  Canadian researchers at the Bureau of 
Microbial Hazards report that wine may be

able to kill viruses as well 
as bacteria. Though the bac- 

Wine tericidal properties of wine
Versus have been known for years.
Viruses “ Science News”  says that

this is believed to be “ the 
first study of the effects of 

grapes and wine on viruses affecting humans.”  
The microbiologists noted that, in their test 
tubes, especially red wines were somewhat 
“ effective against herpes simplex virus, polio- 
virus and reovirus (an apparent cause of 
meningitis, mild fever and diarrhea).”

These findings lend further backing to the 
Biblical indications of wine's value medicinally 
and as a mild disinfectant. The apostle Paul 
recommended to Timothy: “ Use a little wine 
for the sake of your stomach and your frequent 
cases of sickness.”  And the Samaritan of Jesus’ 
parable bound up the wounds of the ancient 
“ mugging”  victim, “ pouring oil and wine upon 
them.” — 1 Tim. 5:23; Luke 10:34.

Of course, Paul suggested “ a LITTLE wine”  
to Timothy and also stated that responsible 
servants of God should not be given “ to a LOT 
of wine." But, in moderation, it can make “ the 
heart of mortal man rejoice,”  with God’s ap- 
proval.— 1 Tim. 3:8; Ps. 104:15.

•  Recent government bans on the sweet- 
ener saccharin have aroused intense criticism.

Of course, it is commendable 
. that governments have con-

Saccharin cern for their citizens’ health, 
and whether all agree with specif- 

Tobacco *c actions or not. Many have 
raised questions, though, 
about how heartfelt this con- 

cern is, when the same opposition is not shown 
toward a substance already proved to be in- 
finitely more deadly than saccharin— tobacco.

Between a half and a third of all cigarette 
smokers will die prematurely because of their 
habit, according to a twenty-year study of 
34,000 British doctors recently reported in the 
“ British Medical Journal.”  And “ Natural His- 
tory”  magazine notes that “ despite the pub- 
licity that the cigarette-cancer connection has 
received, far more deaths arising from ciga- 
rette smoking involve coronary heart disease 
— the leading killer in most developed coun-
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INSTRUMENTAL
MUSIC

granted at the larger assemblies, to accompany the sing- 
ing and to furnish a brief program before the various 
sessions. But as for orchestras and choruses, it seems that 
a word of caution is advisable. They both involve many 
persons, and rehearsals take up much time. Also, if the 
chorus uses microphones when the conventioners are sing- 
ing, or if the orchestra is too loud, this tends to over- 
shadow the singing by the audience. It would seem best, 
therefore, to limit the use of an orchestra or a chorus, if 
used at all, to the larger assemblies.

With music, as with everything else that we do to God’s 
glory, balance is desirable. Instrumental music, aside from 
accompanying the singing, is really incidental, although it 
does add to the festiveness of the assembly, even as does 
a beautifully arranged platform. But often the tendency of 
those in charge of music is to go to extremes, to go “over- 
board,” as it were. Most fitting, therefore, is the counsel 
given at Psalm 47:6, 7: “Make melody to God, make 
melody. Make melody to our King, make melody. For God 
is King of all the earth; make melody, acting with dis־ 
cretion”

It seems that some could do better in heeding this 
counsel. At times needless liberties have been taken with 
the melodic line and with the tempos, thus doing violence 
to the sentiments expressed by the words. In fact, it is 
confusing and contrary to the spirit of a Christian assem- 
bly to ”jazz up” or otherwise take liberties with the simple, 
expressive melodies that customarily are sung. It would 
seem that there is ample opportunity for originality and 
inventiveness and musical inspiration within the limits of 
the sentiments of the words that are inseparably wedded 
to the musical themes. Talented arrangers can tend to 
overarrange, bringing in subtle effects in modulations and 
dynamics that most likely are lost on all save a few mu- 
sically knowledgeable listeners who take the time and 
pains to listen attentively. Also, it might be questioned 
whether an individual with musical talent might not wise- 
ly limit his enthusiasm and pleasure in arranging pro- 
grams, so as not to let this encroach too much on his per-

T HE Israelites of ancient times 
were noted for their fine music. 
Not only singing but instru- 

mental music played a prominent 
role in their worship of Jehovah 
God, particularly on special oc- 
casions.

This was the case when King 
David first tried and later when he 
succeeded in bringing the ark of 
the covenant to Jerusalem. There 
was a tremendous orchestra and 
chorus at the dedication of Solo- 
mon’s temple. When King Hezekiah 
later restored temple worship he 
saw to it that there was instru- 
mental music as well as vocal music. 
Both were prominent at the time 
of the dedication of the walls 
of Jerusalem in Nehemiah’s day. 
—2 Sam. 6:5; 1 Chron. 15:28; 
2 Chron. 5:12-14; Neh. 12:27-31, 
38-42.

However, there is a total silence 
as to instrumental music in Chris- 
tian worship, except in a figurative 
sense. (Rev. 14:2) But singing? Yes, 
for example, at the end of the 
Lord’s Evening Meal and when Paul 
and Silas were in prison in Philippi. 
The apostle Paul mentions and en- 
courages the singing of praise to 
Jehovah. However, because the use 
of instrumental music by Chris- 
tians is not mentioned, some sects 
of Christendom strictly forbid the 
use of any such music in their 
church services. (Matt. 26:30; Acts 
16:25; 1 Cor. 14:15; Eph. 5:19, 20; 
Col. 3:16, 17) The mere absence of 
such mention is, however, not a 
strong basis for such a position.

Coming now down to our day, 
vhat about the use of instrumental 
nusic to accompany the singing at 
arger assemblies? A spirit of a 
ound mind would dictate that ex- 
remes be avoided. Instrumental 
nusic well played is an encourage- 
nent to congregation singing and 
»eautifies the praise rendered to 
ehovah. But where good musicians 
re lacking, it would be well to use 
he recordings provided by the 
/atchtower Society.
An orchestra is usually taken for
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based chiefly on the pleasure of playing in an 
orchestra. An individual who for many years 
made arrangements for and conducted the 
music at large assemblies stated that only 
afterward did he realize how much his musical 
activity had cut down on his benefiting spiri- 
tually from these assemblies. By keeping bal- 
ance, such loss can be minimized.

sonal study, public witnessing and shepherding 
privileges.

Of course, music must be taken seriously to 
make it worth listening to. But if taken too 
seriously, quite likely there will be some spiri- 
tual loss. Instrumental music cannot take the 
place of personal study or public witnessing, nor 
should one’s enjoyment of a district assembly be

house, because that is 
the end of all man- 
kind; and the one alive 
should take it to his 
heart.” Yes, because 
we do have a sense of 
se lf-aw aren ess  and  
death-awareness hu- 
mans usually arrange 
some kind of service 
for a deceased friend, 
fellow believer or rela- 
tive.—Eccl. 7:2.

Does the fact that 
Solomon says it is bet- 
ter to go to the house 
of mourning mean that 
it is right and proper 
for Christians to go to 
any house of mourn- 
ing and commiserate 
with the survivors? Is 

it proper to mourn the death of every kind 
of person? What does the Bible, God’s 
Word, indicate?

The Bible gives us many examples of 
mourning for dead persons. There was 
proper mourning on the part of Jacob and 
Esau when their father Isaac died. Jacob 
mourned because he thought his favorite 
son Joseph had been killed by a wild ani- 
mal. When the patriarch Jacob himsell 
died there was great mourning, not onlj 
by his own household, but also by the 
Egyptians. The Israelites deeply moumec 
the death of their leader Moses. Thougl 
King Josiah was killed in a battle that h< 
unwisely entered, there was great mourn

IT HAS been truthfully stated: “No 
known human group . . . simply 

throw [s] out its dead without any ritual 
or ceremony. In stark contrast, no animal 
practices burial of dead individuals of its 
own species.” “Man is the only living be- 
ing who has a developed self-awareness 
and death-awareness.”*—See Genesis 23: 
3, 4.

Those words of the contemporary 
Russian-born scientist Theodosius Dob- 
zhansky throw light on why King Solo- 
mon counseled some three thousand years 
earlier: “Better is it to go to the house 
of mourning than to go to the banquet

* The Uniqueness of Man, edited by J. D. Roslansky.

THE WATCHTOWER— ·JUNE 1, 197;344



hand, when David mourned over unfaith־ 
ful King Saul, he was given no reproof. 
(2 Sam. 1:1727־) Why was this? King 
Saul was Jehovah’s anointed. So David 
was mourning the individual in loyalty 
to the anointed office occupied by Saul. 
(See The Watchtower,October 1, 1938,
p. 297.) Besides, David did not want to 
allow for any suspicion that he rejoiced 
at the death of his enemy.—Prov. 24:17.

All these things were written for our 
learning, instruction and comfort at this 
time of the end of the wicked system of 
things. (Rom. 15:4; 1 Cor. 10:11) In the 
near future this generation will see the 
foretold “great tribulation” that will bring 
an end to this present wicked system. 
(Matt. 24:21) At that time none of Jeho־ 
vah’s faithful servants, the only ones sur- 
viving, will mourn over the destruction of 
the wicked. To the contrary, they will re- 
joice, even as Moses and his people re- 
joiced at the destruction of Pharaoh and 
his army.

MOURNING IN OUR TIME
But what about the present time? With 

what attitude do we hear of mishaps, great 
loss of life because of terrible accidents, 
earthquakes, hurricanes and tidal waves? 
Without a doubt our human sympathies 
go out to the victims and, in particular, 
to the mourning survivors, even though 
they may not have been lovers of righ- 
teousness. After all, they were not exe- 
cuted by Jehovah God for having been 
wicked. So also when relatives, acquain- 
tances or business associates die, Chris- 
tians normally show kindness in express־ 
ing sincere condolences to surviving family 
members.

When a faithful anointed Christian 
dies, even though we confidently believe 
he has received his heavenly reward, we 
mourn him. After all, we shall miss him; 
but we do not sorrow inconsolably as do 
those who have no hope. (1 Thess. 4:13־

ing on the part of Jeremiah and all Judah 
over the death of that good ruler. In later 
periods of time there were mourning and 
lamentation over the deaths of Lazarus, 
Jesus Christ, Stephen and others.—Gen. 
 ;Deut. 34:8 ;־50:114 ;35 ,37:34 ;27:41
2 Chron. 35:24, 25; Luke 24:1524־; John 
.Acts 8:2; 9:36-42 ;־11:1744

There is one thing to be noted, however, 
about these particular instances of mourn- 
ing recorded in the Scriptures. All the 
mourned ones had been fearers of Jeho- 
vah God and were relatives or held in high 
esteem by their survivors. But there were 
those whose deaths were not mourned. For 
example, there is not the slightest hint 
that Noah and his family mourned the 
death of the wicked and violent generation 
that perished in the Deluge. Nor is there 
any record that Lot mourned the destrue- 
tion of the grossly wicked people of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. When Pharaoh and his 
army were drowned in the Red Sea, Moses 
and his people, far from mourning, ex- 
ultingly sang a victory song.—Ex. 15:121־; 
see also Jeremiah 22:18, 19.

Why, in all these instances, did God’s 
servants not mourn or were they not to 
mourn those who had perished? Because 
they had been executed by Jehovah God. 
To have mourned over them would have 
been tantamount to finding fault with the 
execution of Jehovah’s righteous judg- 
ments. So Jeremiah was commanded not 
to mourn over the calamity that was to 
befall his apostate people Israel. And in 
the book of Revelation we read that al- 
though Babylon the Great was mourned 
by some of her political and commercial 
paramours, the hosts of heaven rejoiced 
at her destruction.—Jer. 1 5 :4 7  :Rev. 18 ;־
.־920

Most fittingly, therefore, when King Da- 
/id so greatly mourned the death of his 
unbitious, perfidious, immoral son Absa- 
om, his general Joab justly reproved Da- 
dd. (2 Sam. 19 :1 8 But, on the other (־
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as a ransom so that mankind can have 
the hope of everlasting life. Aside from 
personal expressions that they may feel 
impelled to make, those in attendance 
bring comfort to the bereaved by their 
very presence.

There is also the matter of giving a 
witness to Bible truths. Usually a funeral 
is attended by neighbors, acquaintances, 
business associates and relatives, who may 
not be believers. All these stand to bene- 
fit from a funeral or memorial service at 
which a discourse is given presenting the 
Bible view as to the condition of the dead, 
why men die and the hope of a resurrec- 
tion. Because of such fine purposes being 
served, it seems that a Christian minister 
could see his way clear to conduct the 
funeral of a Witness’ unbelieving relative 
—or even of one who, in a condition of 
extreme despondency or mental derange- 
ment, had taken his own life. And fellow 
Christians could extend comfort to the be- 
reaved Witness by attending.

Another good purpose that a funeral 
service can fulfill is that called to our 
attention by Solomon. Remember, he said: 
“Better is it to go to the house of mourn- 
ing than to go to the banquet house, be- 
cause that is the end of all mankind; and 
the one alive should take it to his heart.” 
(Eccl. 7:2) The fact of death gives us 
cause for reflection on the transitoriness 
of life. It should also help us to appreciate 
what a blessing life is. In death there is 
no consciousness, no feeling, no commu- 
nication, no joy, no accomplishment.

Among some ancient peoples a funeral 
was an exceedingly sad affair, symbolizing 
defeat. It was therefore held at night. 
While it is true that Christians do not 
sorrow as do others who have no hope, 
nevertheless it would seem that at a 
funeral or memorial service, or in the pres- 
ence of the deceased at home or at a fu- 
neral parlor, there should not be any hilar· 
ity or jocularity, as though one were a1

15) We also mourn the death of those hav- 
ing an earthly hope even though it is rea- 
sonable to expect an early resurrection 
for these. As Jesus made clear, “all those 
in the memorial tombs” will come forth 
in a resurrection.—John 5:28, 29; see also 
Acts 24:15; Revelation 20:13.

WHY A FUNERAL OB MEMORIAL SERVICE?
Some have thought that a funeral is 

for the purpose of eulogizing the deceased, 
for the purpose of speaking well of such 
a one and giving him what is known as 
a “good death.” But is this correct? Re- 
member that Jehovah God permitted the 
nation of Israel to weep over Nadab and 
Abihu, the two sons of Aaron who per- 
ished because they offered illegitimate fire 
—although their immediate family was 
forbidden to mourn them.—Lev. 10:1-7.

Nor can it be said that a funeral ser- 
vice is somewhat like a sacrament that 
bestows virtue upon the deceased. True, 
most church members of Christendom 
would view with horror the prospect of a 
burial without a church service. Thus the 
Roman Catholic Church has various kinds 
of Masses for this very purpose. These 
may contain blessings for the deceased and 
are claimed to help a soul in purgatory. 
However, all such practices have no Scrip- 
tural backing, for God’s Word makes clear 
that the dead are unconscious and remain 
so until the resurrection.—·Eccl. 9:5, 10.

Then why should a funeral or memorial 
service be held for a deceased person? 
There are a number of good reasons. To 
begin with, there is the matter of com- 
forting the bereaved. Christians are com- 
manded to comfort all that mourn, includ- 
ing those among themselves who may 
mourn. (Isa. 61:1, 2; 2 Cor. 1:3-5) As a 
rule death causes mourning. In particu- 
lar, it is comforting to hear a discussion 
on Jehovah’s marvelous attributes, espe- 
daily his great love in providing his Son
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keep congregations spiritually, doctrinally 
and morally clean.

Through the years Jehovah’s people 
have come to see the matter of disfellow- 
shiping ever more clearly. Not only were 
details spelled out, but more and more it 
was seen that wisdom and love, as well 
as justice, have come into play. They saw 
the need of showing mercy to truly re- 
pentant erring ones, and of considering 
extenuating circumstances and any evi- 
dence of sincere sorrow. In quite recent 
years it was also pointed out that there 
is a difference between the way Christians 
should conduct themselves toward a no- 
torious sinner or an aggressive apostate 
and toward one who is viewed as “a man of 
the nations”—to whom the common cour- 
tesy of a greeting may be extended.—Matt. 
18:17; 2 John 9, 10.

It would seem that this distinction could 
even be observed in connection with the 
funeral of a disfellowshiped person. A 
Christian congregation would not want its 
good name besmirched by having it asso- 
ciated with any to whom 2 John 9, 10 ap- 
plied, even in their death. But suppose a 
disfellowshiped person had been giving 
some evidence of genuine repentance and 
had been coming to the meetings and 
manifesting a desire to be reinstated in 
the congregation. Then, if the elders felt 
that it would not disturb the peace and 
harmony of the congregation nor bring 
reproach upon God’s people, there would 
be no objection to an elder’s giving a talk. 
How are they to know whether Jehovah 
has already forgiven him or not, since 
there is some evidence of repentance? 
Properly, the elders may have been wait- 
ing, wanting to make sure that his seem- 
ing repentance was sincere. Obviously, 
each case being different, it would need 
to be judged on its own merits. Of course, 
if a funeral talk is given, care would need 
to be taken not to dwell on personal mat- 
ters nor to make any positive statements

a picnic or a feast. There is a time for 
every affair, and the time of death is not 
the time for noisy laughter.—Eccl. 3:1, 4.

And further, when a service is held for 
a deceased faithful servant of Jehovah 
God, the occasion could well be used to 
note that one’s integrity-keeping course 
in spite of all manner of obstacles. (2 Sam. 
1:26) True, as Mark Anthony said in his 
famed funeral oration: “I come to bury 
Caesar, not to praise him.” So our purpose 
is not to eulogize or extol creatures, but 
to consider their example as one to be 
imitated. As the apostle Paul put it: “ [Do] 
not become sluggish, but be imitators of 
those who through faith and patience in- 
herit the promises.”—Heb. 6:12.

FUNERALS OF
DISFELLOWSHIPED PERSONS?

However, suppose the deceased is a dis- 
fellowshiped person, someone who has been 
expelled from the Christian congregation 
for one reason or another. In “Questions 
from Readers” ( TheWatchtower, 1961, 
p. 544) the position was taken that a fu- 
neral for a disfellowshiped person was im- 
proper. The comment was made: “We 
never want to give the impression to out- 
siders that a disfellowshiped person was 
acceptable in the congregation when in 
truth and in fact he was not acceptable 
but had been disfellowshiped from it.” Are 
:here no exceptions, in arranging a funeral 
Or a disfellowshiped person?

Before answering that question it would 
}e well briefly to review the matter of dis- 
ellowshiping. That it has a Scriptural ba- 
is can be seen from First Corinthians 
■hapter 5, in which the apostle Paul com- 
nands the disfellowshiping of an immoral 
nan. However, it was not until 1952 that 
ehovah’s people of modern times acted 
n the growing urgency along this line. 
Vith strong zeal for righteousness and a 
atred for what is wicked, they set guide- 
nes for those taking the lead so as to
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ness is given can be a comfort and con- 
solation to the bereaved ones regardless 
of the circumstances.

We alone of all earth’s creatures were 
made in God’s image. Because of this we 
have the capacity to appreciate what death 
is all about. That is why we also have the 
capacity to mourn another’s loss of life 
and the desire to comfort bereaved ones. 
Is not our heavenly Father truly “the Fa- 
ther of tender mercies and the God of all 
comfort”? Surely! So in the matter of 
mourning and funerals we let his princi- 
pies of wisdom, justice and love dictate 
our feelings and actions, even as they 
should in all other affairs of life.—2 Cor. 
1:3, 4; 1 Cor. 16:14.

about whether he will be resurrected. But 
a fine Scriptural presentation and witness 
could certainly be given.

Moreover, we should not overlook two 
of the cardinal reasons for disfellowshiping 
a wrongdoer. One is to jolt him to his 
senses if possible. The other is to protect 
the congregation from his bad influence. 
Neither of these would apply now, since 
the disfellowshiped person is deceased. 
Even where a disfellowshiped person has 
continued as a mere “man of the nations,” 
so to speak, a Scriptural funeral talk can 
serve more than one good purpose, even 
as previously noted: It can provide com- 
fort for the bereaved and a witness to 
outsiders. The very fact that a fine wit­

ING 
JUDGMENTS 

FROM GOD

tices. This moved him 
to excla im : “ How  
long, O Jehovah, must 
I cry for help, and you 
do not hear? How long 
shall I call to you for 
aid from violence, and 
you do not sa v e? ” 
—Hab. 1:1-4.

Perhaps you, too, 
have raised similar 
questions when seeing 
the lawlessness thal 
has become so preva· 
l e n t  a m o n g  thos< 
claiming to represen 
God—members of th< 
religious organization: 

of Christendom. The answer Habakkul 
received seemed unbelievable. (Hab. 1:5 
It even shocked the prophet. (Hab. 1:13 
17) No less shocking to religious sensi 
bilities will be the means by which the re

THE Hebrew prophet Habakkuk was 
greatly disturbed about conditions 

existing in his day. Everywhere he looked 
in the land of Judah he could see violence, 
oppression, quarreling, strife and injus-
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the sea, like creeping things over whom 
no one is ruling? All these he [the Chal- 
dean] has brought up with a mere fish- 
hook; he drags them away in his dragnet, 
and he gathers them in his fishing net. 
That is why he rejoices and is j'oyful. That 
is why he offers sacrifice to his dragnet 
and makes sacrificial smoke to his fishing 
net; for by them his portion is well oiled, 
and his food is healthful. Is that why he 
will empty out his dragnet, and does he 
have to kill nations constantly, while he 
shows no compassion?”—Hab. 1:14-17.

In having raised questions as to Jeho- 
vah’s use of the ruthless Chaldeans to ex- 
ecute judgment upon his own people, Ha- 
bakkuk recognizes that he is in line for 
a reproof. So he waits for a revelation 
from God, saying: “At my guard post I 
will keep standing, and I will keep myself 
stationed upon the bulwark; and I shall 
keep watch, to see what he will speak by 
me and what I shall reply at the reproof 
of me.”—Hab. 2:1.

CONFIRMATION AND JUDGMENT 
AGAINST BABYLON

The answer of Jehovah confirmed that 
the prophecy was certain of fulfillment. 
Habakkuk was told: “Write down the vi- 
sion, and set it out plainly upon tablets, 
in order that the one reading aloud from 
it may do so fluently. For the vision is yet 
for the appointed time, and it keeps pant- 
ing on to the end, and it will not tell a lie. 
Even if it should delay, keep in expecta- 
tion of it; for it will without fail come 
true. It will not be late.” (Hab. 2:2, 3) 
There was no question about the fact that 
the Chaldeans would be the means for ex- 
ecuting judgment upon unfaithful Judah. 
What had been revealed to Habakkuk was 
“panting” or eagerly moving forward to 
its fulfillment.

The Chaldeans, however, would act ac- 
cording to their own desires and, unknown 
to themselves, would serve as God’s means

ligious systems of Christendom will come 
to their end.

THE CHALDEANS TO BE USED
The pronouncement of Jehovah through 

Habakkuk was: “For here I am raising up 
the Chaldeans, the nation bitter and im- 
petuous, which is going to the wide-open 
places of earth in order to take possession 
of residences not belonging to it. Frightful 
and fear-inspiring it is. From itself its own 
justice and its own dignity go forth. And 
its horses have proved swifter than leop- 
ards, and they have proved fiercer than 
evening wolves. And its steeds have pawed 
the ground, and from far away its own 
steeds come. They fly like the eagle speed- 
ing to eat something. In its entirety it 
comes for mere violence. The assembling 
of their faces is as the east wind, and it 
gathers up captives just like the sand. 
And for its part, it jeers kings themselves, 
and high officials are something laughable 
to it. For its part, it laughs even at every 
fortified place, and it piles up dust [as 
when building siegeworks] and captures 
it [the fortified place]. At that time it 
will certainly move onward like wind and 
will pass through and will actually become 
guilty [because of its ruthless conquests]. 
This its power is due to its god,” evidently 
its great military machine that it elevates 
to the position of a deity.—Hab. 1:6-11.

Yes, nothing would stop the Chaldean 
armies from capturing city after city. The 
kingdom of Judah simply could not hope 
to escape.

Habakkuk, however, found it hard to 
inderstand how Jehovah God could use 
he idol-worshiping Chaldeans to execute 
iis judgment. Not only were they not his 
vorshipers but they were ruthless, simply 
>ut for conquest. They viewed men as mere 
ish and creeping things to be captured 
nd subdued. These factors prompted Ha- 
akkuk to exclaim: “Why do you [Jeho- 
ah] make earthling man like the fishes of
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MODERN PARALLELS
The Bible indicates that like events are 

soon to take place. Today the members of 
the religious systems of Christendom are 
much like the inhabitants of Judah in the 
time of Habakkuk. Christendom is filled 
with lawlessness and injustices. The peo- 
pie are very much a part of the world in 
word, attitude and action. Therefore, 
James 4:4 can rightly be applied to Chris- 
tendom: “Adulteresses, do you not know 
that the friendship with the world is en- 
mity with God?” This being the case, the 
religious organizations of Christendom 
show themselves to be a part of a world- 
wide religious system that is referred to 
in the Bible as a “harlot,” “Babylon the 
Great.” (Rev. 17:1-5) That “harlot” will 
become an object of hatred in the eyes of 
political rulers. In symbolic language, the 
book of Revelation describes what will 
take place. We read: “The ten horns that 
you saw, and the wild beast, these will 
hate the harlot and will make her devas- 
tated and naked, and will eat up her fleshy 
parts and will completely burn her with 
fire.”—Rev. 17:11-16.

In resorting to such violence against the 
world’s religious organizations, including 
those of Christendom, the “wild beast” and 
its “ten horns,” or political rulers, will not 
be acting out of any love for Jehovah God. 
Like the Babylonians, they will act in a 
vicious and beastly way, without any re- 
gard for the true God.

As in the case of the Babylonians, those 
sharing in the destruction of false religion 
will not escape the execution of God’s 
judgment. Their day will come when Jesui 
Christ, in command of angelic armies 
moves against them. Regarding this, God’: 
Word states: “I saw the heaven opened 
and, look! a white horse. And the on< 
seated upon it is called Faithful and True 
and he judges and carries on war in righ 
teousness. . . . And I saw the wild beas

for executing His righteous judgment 
against an unfaithful people. Answering 
Habakkuk’s objection about his use of the 
Chaldeans, Jehovah God made known that 
they would not remain unpunished for 
their ruthless greed and bloodguiltiness. 
He declared: “Because you yourself de- 
spoiled many nations, all the remaining 
ones of the peoples will despoil you, be- 
cause of the shedding of blood of mankind 
and the violence to the earth, the town 
and all those dwelling in it.”—Hab. 2:8.

HABAKKUK’S PROPHECY FULFILLED
According to Jehovah’s word to Habak- 

kuk, the Chaldeans came against Jeru- 
salem and the land of Judah. The histori- 
cal record preserved in the Bible informs 
us that the king of the Chaldeans, Nebu- 
chadnezzar, “proceeded to kill their young 
men with the sword in the house of their 
sanctuary, neither did he feel compassion 
for young man or virgin, old or decrepit. 
. . . Furthermore, he carried off those re- 
maining from the sword captive to Bab- 
ylon.”—2 Chron. 36:17-20.

Less than seventy years later, in 539 
B.C.E., Babylon faced her day of reckon- 
ing. It was then that Cyrus, commanding 
the armies of the Medes, Persians and 
Elamites, captured the city. He diverted 
the course of the Euphrates River that 
flowed through Babylon. He then marched 
his forces through the riverbed. The river- 
front gates of Babylon had providentially 
been left open, enabling his armies to get 
into the city without any difficulty. Quick- 
ly they passed through the streets, slaugh- 
tering anyone who put up resistance. Then 
they captured the palace and killed the 
resident king, Belshazzar. Thus in one 
night Babylon fell.

To those who heard the prophecies about 
Judah and Babylon, they seemed unbe- 
lievable, even shocking. Yet the prophetic 
word was fulfilled.
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the political systems, and the anti-God 
political systems will not escape the exe- 
cutional sword of the “King of kings,” the 
Lord Jesus Christ. (Rev. 19:16) Does this 
not point up the need to make sure wheth- 
er one is approved by God? Have you 
separated yourself from what Jehovah God 
disapproves? Are you seeking to conform 
to his righteous ways? If so, you can take 
comfort in the encouraging words of Zeph- 
aniah 2:3: “Probably you may be con- 
cealed in the day of Jehovah’s anger.”

and the kings of the earth and their ar- 
mies gathered together to wage the war 
with the one seated on the horse and with 
his army.” What happens to the rulers and 
their armies? The account shows that they 
suffer defeat, being “killed off with the 
long sword of the one seated on the horse.” 
“And all the birds were filled from the 
fleshy parts of them.”—Rev. 19:11-21.

Unbelievable though it may sound to 
many today, the religious organizations of 
Christendom will perish at the hands of

Examinations Yet Ahead for a Graduating Class
ever,״ said G. D. Gangas. Telling them about 
one of the big lessons to be learned in that 
school, he said: “All of us have pride and 
jealousy. Don’t say you don’t have it. You do. 
We need to get rid of it.״ To help, he urged 
them to take to heart the counsel in Galatians 
6:3.

Again probing deep and urging each one to 
consider his motives, E. C. Chitty spoke first 
of service at the world headquarters of Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses in Brooklyn, New York, and 
then of missionary work. He counseled: “Don’t 
let personal happiness be a deciding factor״ in 
whether you stay with your assignment. Hap- 
piness comes from doing Jehovah’s will. At 
times endurance is needed, but confidence in 
Jehovah’s arrangement is shown by willing- 
ness to serve, even at personal cost. He pointed 
to Jesus’ own example, in his prayer at John 
12:27, 28, and that of the apostle Paul as ex־ 
pressed at Acts 20:23, 24, as setting a pattern 
for all to take to heart.

Tying in nicely with what had already been 
said, K. F. Klein cautioned the students: “One 
of the most important and yet most difficult 
lessons to learn is that of lowliness of mind.” 
He especially emphasized how important it is 
in getting along with fellow missionaries, and 
he illustrated how a craving for greater per- 
sonal recognition could cause one to lose sight 
of the fine privilege of service that he had. He 
concluded: “You will enjoy to the full your 
privilege as a missionary if you are content to 
be a lesser one.”

A PRIL 10, 1977, was graduation day for the 
students of the sixty-second class of the 
Watchtower Bible School of Gilead. In 

addition to final remarks from the two regu- 
lar classroom instructors, U. V. Glass and 
K. Adams, the program included searching 
talks by members of the governing body of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. A. D. Schroeder, who him- 
self had been a long-time instructor in the 
School, was chairman. Though school examina- 
tions had been completed four days earlier, the 
graduation discourses made each student ex- 
amine himself and alerted him to examinations 
that he must yet face.

W. K. Jackson reminded the audience of 
the graduation of the first class of Gilead 
School, back in 1943. At that time, as he said, 
N. H. Knorr, president of the Watchtower 
Society, had told the graduating class: ״You 
can expect hardships, calling for endurance, 
but Jehovah God will sustain you.’ Would they 
endure? What about the sixty-second class? 
Jackson told of recently meeting graduates of 
the first class who are still in full-time service 
abroad. They told him about their experiences, 
well aware that Jehovah had sustained them. 
 ״,Jehovah is not going to forsake you either״״
Jackson assured this new missionary group 
that would soon be leaving for service in 
twelve lands.

With great feeling, the next speaker let the 
:lass know that there was much schooling yet 
ihead for them. “You’ll be in Jehovah’s per- 
nanent school of life-giving instruction for-
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core of your personality. If you are, you will 
pass the examination of your kidneys with 
everlasting credits to yourself and a clean bill 
of spiritual health.״

Later in the day, following a discussion of 
The Watchtower, there was a student program 
of multilingual entertainment, also two fine 
Bible dramas: “Youths, What Is Your Goal in 
Life?״ and “The Scriptural Adornment of Chris- 
tian Women.״

All present for the program realized that 
the spiritual examinations discussed, and the 
counsel in the dramas, were not only for the 
missionaries. Each one found that he was ask- 
ing himself, ‘Am I really the sort of Christian 
that I ought to be?״

“WATCHTOWER״ STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
July 10: ‘A Door Leading to Activity Opens.״ 

Page 332. Songs to Be Used: 32, 25.
July 17: Can You Enter the Open Door? Page 

337. Songs to Be Used: 103, 63.

Before the distribution of diplomas, F. W. 
Franz also addressed the class. He reminded 
them of the school examinations that they 
had had earlier, but then arrested their atten- 
tion by asking: “Have you had the more vital 
and serious examination of your kidneys?” He 
showed from Job 19:27 that in the Bible “kid- 
neys״ often represent the innermost recesses 
of one’s being. So, when Jeremiah 17:10 says 
that Jehovah ‘examines the kidneys,’ Franz 
explained, this is not a medical examination, 
but is done in a judicial capacity. In their 
postgraduate life, the speaker pointed out, the 
missionaries will face such an examination of 
their kidneys. How? In that new situations in 
life will confront them. When put to the test, 
what will they really prove to be, deep inside? 
The psalmist David, though a sinner, did not 
fear such an inspection by God. (Ps. 26:13־) 
Nor should we. Concluding, Franz advised: 
“Be genuine Christians, not hypocritical, not 
counterfeit. Be sound Christians down to the
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