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ent wicked system of things will soon end, 
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on a paradise earth.
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entire human family.—Gen. 2:17; Ps. 19: 
7-11.

However, due to their rebellion, our 
first parents, Adam and Eve, lost those 
benefits. They broke God’s law, wanting 
to decide for themselves what was good 
and bad. (Gen. 3:1-6) They chose the 
course of independence as regards God. 
But by so doing, they left the guidance 
and blessing that can come only from the 
Creator. And since humans were not ere-

them to live in a paradise home. He pre- 
pared “a garden in Eden” 
which, the Bible says, “ 
to grow out of the ground every tree de- 
sirable to one’s sight and good for food.” 
(Gen. 2:8, 9) In addition, “God blessed 
them and God said to them: ‘Be fruitful 
and become many and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have in subjection the fish 
of the sea and the flying creatures of the 
heavens and every living creature that is 
moving upon the earth.’ ” (Gen. 1:28) The 
living conditions of our first parents were 
included in these words: “It was very 
good.”—Gen. 1:31.

Without a doubt, 
then, when God ere- 
ated man and worn- 
an he gave them a 
wonderfully secure 
way of life. They 
had a b eau tifu l 
home to live in, per- 
fee t h ea lth , deli- 
cious food, pleasant 
work to do, and the 
privilege of caring 
for other forms of 
life. They would al- 
so have the privi- 
lege of bearing children who would be 
trained to assist them in spreading the 
boundaries of that Edenic paradise, so 
that eventually paradise would be earth 
wide. Thus, it is obvious that when Jeho- 
vah created humans, he purposed for the 
entire human family to enjoy abundant 
material blessings. And they were to en- 
joy these things in true security—security 
in the fullest sense. In return, God rightly 
required obedience to his laws, which 
would result in the greatest good to the
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stance, poor health, disease epidemics, old 
age and death will be removed, making 
way for vibrant health and eternal life. 
(Matt. 15:30, 31; John 11:43, 44; 1 Cor. 
15:25, 26) Thus, in that new order God 
“will wipe out every tear from their eyes, 
and death will be no more, neither will 
mourning nor outcry nor pain be any- 
more.”—Rev. 21:4.

Not even wild beasts will disrupt the 
security of people in Jehovah’s new order. 
For we can expect that the spiritual para- 
disaic conditions foretold in the following 
prophecies, and even now apparent among 
God’s people, will be reflected in the literal 
paradise of the new order: “I will con- 
elude with them a covenant of peace, and 
I shall certainly cause the injurious wild 
beast to cease out of the land, and they 
will actually dwell in the wilderness in 
security and sleep in the forests.” (Ezek. 
34:25) “The wolf will actually reside for 
a while with the male lamb, and with the 
kid the leopard itself will lie down, and 
the calf and the maned young lion and the 
well-fed animal all together; and a mere 
little boy will be leader over them. And 
the cow and the bear themselves will feed; 
together their young ones will lie down. 
And even the lion will eat straw just like 
the bull.״—Isa. 11:6, 7.

While the Bible does not give details 
of just how these conditions will be worked 
out, we can have faith that they will come 
to pass without fail, since it is Jehovah’s 
purpose to “reside” with mankind and 
bless them. He “cannot lie” as to his pur- 
poses. (Rev. 21:3; Titus 1:2) In addition, 
many of his prophecies already have had 
fulfillments, either on ancient Israel, or in 
a literal or spiritual way on Jehovah’s 
modern-day people. This gives assurance 
that fulfillment of prophecies concerning 
God’s new order is just as certain. (Isa. 
55:11) That secure new order is at hand!

ated to be successful independent of God, 
such a course inevitably led to trouble. 
(Jer. 10:23) The centuries of grief that 
the human family has experienced since 
that time is ample evidence of this fact. 
Included in the sad consequences was the 
loss of genuine security. Thus, in the thou- 
sands of years since man’s rebellion, bil- 
lions of people have come into conditions 
of poverty, hunger, inadequate housing 
and fear. Hundreds of millions have had 
their lives cut short by wars or other acts 
of violence. Added to all of this has been 
the exploitation of the common people by 
unscrupulous political, commercial and 
religious leaders. (Eccl. 8:9) And the hu- 
man family is also plagued by the un- 
pleasant prospect of death from old age 
or sickness.—Rom. 5:12.

WHERE TRUE SECURITY WILL BE FOUND
However, has this changed God’s pur- 

pose for the earth and the human family? 
No, his declared purpose still is to have 
the entire earth transformed into a para- 
dise in his appointed time. This globe will 
yet become a beautiful, gardenlike home 
for the eternal enjoyment of those inhab- 
iting it. Under the rule of God’s heavenly 
kingdom in the hands of Christ, that grand 
future is a certainty. (Matt. 6:10) Even 
dead persons will be brought back to life. 
(Acts 24:15) That is why Jesus could 
promise the sympathetic evildoer who was 
executed with him: “You will be with me 
in Paradise.”—Luke 23:43.

In that new order, under the rule of 
God’s kingdom, people will once again ex- 
perience true security. They will feel safe 
in the knowledge that they have the very 
best government of all time at work in 
their behalf. (Isa. 9:6, 7) And, as dem- 
onstrated by the miracles that Jesus per- 
formed while on earth, grand material 
benefits will flow to mankind. For in­
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2 No more will there be problems of dis- 
placed persons, due to their fleeing from 
the territories controlled by cruel dicta- 
torial governments. Nor will there be any 
fear of young or old being tom  apart in 
hideous wars, for “they will not lift up 
sword, nation against nation, neither will 
they learn war anymore.” (Mic. 4:3) 
Peace will be the rule because all man- 
kind will be blessed by the great Deliverer, 
of whom it is written: “Let him judge 
the afflicted ones of the people, let him 
save the sons of the poor one, and let him 
crush the defrauder. . . .  In his days the 
righteous one will sprout, and the abun- 
dance of peace until the moon is no more. 
And he will have subjects . . .  to the ends 
of the earth.”—Ps. 72:4-8.

3 Poverty, hunger or want will not mar 
that security either. God’s Word promises 
that “there will come to be plenty of grain 
on the earth; on the top of the mountains 
there will be an overflow.” (Ps. 72:16) 
Yes, “the tree of the field must give its 
fruitage, and the land itself will give its

GOD’S new order will be a place of 
total security. Earth wide the proph- 

ecy of Micah 4:4 will see major fulfill- 
ment, for peace-loving persons will “sit, 
each one under his vine and under his fig 
tree, and there will be no one making 
them tremble.” Yes, “the meek ones 
themselves will possess the earth, and they 
will indeed find their exquisite delight in 
the abundance of peace.” (Ps. 37:11) 
While even today a measure of security, 
especially in a spiritual way, can be found 
among those who worship Jehovah, total 
security in all areas of life will be realized 
only in that new order of God’s making. 
What a wonderful time that will be when 
Jehovah, by means of his heavenly king- 
dom, provides such abundant material 
blessings and such lasting security that 
daily life will be an “exquisite delight”!

2 , 3. What are some of the benefits Kingdom rule will 
provide? (Isa. 32:1, 2)
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15) Eternal life in God’s new order can 
come only by knowing Jehovah and hav- 
ing his approval.—John 17:3.

6Nothing that this world offers as se- 
curity will mean anything when God’s an- 
ger comes against the present human 
systems. And all the political, religious, 
military and economic systems now domi- 
nating mankind are to be brought to noth- 
ing. Hence, they certainly will not provide 
any security. (Rev. 6:16,17) So what may 
appear strong and protective today will 
crumble when God’s destructive forces 
strike. In ancient times, many looked to 
powerful horses for security and escape 
in time of trouble. But God’s Word says: 
“The horse is a deception for salvation, 
and by the abundance of its vital energy 
it does not afford escape.” (Ps. 33:17) 
Similarly today, neither seemingly strong 
man-made systems nor material advan- 
tages will provide any better security or 
escape. “Salvation belongs to Jehovah,” 
not to any system or work of men. “The 
name of Jehovah is a strong tower. Into 
it the righteous runs and is given pro- 
tection.”—Ps. 3:8; Prov. 18:10.

7 The situation of people today can be 
likened to the situation of passengers on 
a ship. There is nothing wrong with the 
material benefits that a ship normally af- 
fords: the food it carries can be tasty 
and nourishing; the cabins, warm and 
comfortable; other services and benefits, 
enjoyable. But what happens if the ship 
strikes an object and begins to sink? Con- 
sider what happened, for example, to the 
famous ship “Titanic” in 1912. “Experts 
had considered the ship unsinkable,” says 
an encyclopedia. But how much true se- 
curity was there on the “Titanic,” with all 
its material benefits, when it struck an 
iceberg and sank? No security at all. The
6. Will any part of this present wicked system afford 
security? (Ps. 146:3)
7, 8 . How would passengers on a sinking ship regard 
its material benefits?
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yield.” (Ezek. 34:27) We can have con- 
fidence that this will be the case since 
when on earth Jesus Christ, the appointed 
King of God’s kingdom, demonstrated his 
ability to arrange for an adequate food 
supply for multitudes.—Mark 8:19, 20.

ABE YOU LOOKING 
IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION?

4In view of what the future holds in 
God’s new order, how shall we regard the 
things that the world today looks to for 
security, such as one’s home, bank ac- 
count, job or material comforts? Since Je- 
hovah created humans to enjoy material 
blessings, would it be wrong to have these 
things now? No, it could not be said that 
such things are wrong in themselves. Je- 
hovah created us with the mental, emo- 
tional and physical capacity to enjoy good 
things. And he promises the best of ma- 
terial things in his new order. But at this 
point in human history, the question is not 
whether we were made to enjoy material 
blessings. What is at stake today is our 
very lives.

5 The evidence from fulfilled Bible 
prophecy shows that we are very, very late 
in the “last days” of this present wicked 
system of things. (2 Tim. 3:1-5) Soon, 
God will execute his adverse judgment 
against it, resulting in a time of unpar- 
alleled distress for this world. (Dan. 12:1) 
Yet, God’s Word shows that there will be 
“a great crowd, which no man was able 
to number, out of all nations and tribes 
and peoples and tongues” who will “come 
out of the great tribulation.” (Rev. 7:9, 
14) They will survive because of having 
God’s approval and protection, not because 
of any material advantage that they may 
have. Jesus said: “Even when a person 
has an abundance his life does not result 
from the things he possesses.” (Luke 12:
4, 5. (a) What is at stake today? (Compare Deuter- 
onomy 30:15, 16.) (b) How, only, can we gain life?
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it is obvious from the events of our times 
that the present wicked system will soon 
receive its deathblow. What, then, will our 
attitude be? It all depends. Upon what? 
It depends upon what we make our goal. 
If we make our goal eternal life in God’s 
new order, then we will do everything in 
our power to search for Jehovah, learn 
his will, and do it to the best of our cir- 
cumstances. The material things of the 
world will not be our main concern. In- 
stead, “having sustenance and covering, 
we shall be content with these things.” 
—1 Tim. 6:8.

w ea lth . Peop le  
expose their true motives by what they 
make their objective in life, regardless of 
their financial standing. “For where your 
treasure is there your heart will be also,” 
said Jesus. (Matt. 6:21) If a person con- 
stantly reaches out to collect more and 
more material things, such as a bigger 
and better home, more money in the bank, 
a better job, regardless of the conse- 
quences, then he betrays himself as really 
wanting the things of the world. He proves 
by his works that his mind is primarily 
on the present system’s benefits. But how
11. (a) Are rich people the only ones who can be ma- 
terialistic? (b) Why is it shortsighted to make material 
pursuits our main concern now?

]9 9

ship went down with the loss of about 
1,500 lives.

8 If you had been on the “Titanic,” what 
would you have concerned yourself with 
after it started to sink? While you would 
not have condemned the previous material 
benefits of the ship, you certainly would 
consider them now absolutely unimpor- 
tant, would you not? The main thing in 
this new situation would be the preserving 
of your life. You would consider someone 
very foolish, even mentally unbalanced, 
who then spent all his energies trying to 
get better accommodations, meals, or oth- 
er material benefits on the ship when, in 
a few  h o u rs , i t  
would plunge be- 
neath the waves!

9 Soon this pres- 
ent system of things 
will plunge into de- 
stru ction . H ence, 
there is now no true 
security in it, for no 
part of it will sur- 
vive. God’s heaven- 
ly kingdom “will 
crush and put an 
end to all these 
kingdom s” ex- 
isting today, and 
only God’s heavenly government “will 
stand to times indefinite.” (Dan. 2:44) 
And since Jesus foretold that at this com- 
ing time of judgment from God “there 
will be great tribulation such as has not 
occurred since the world’s beginning until 
now, no, nor will occur again,” it is ob- 
vious that there will be great loss of life 
as well as of material possessions.—Matt. 
24:21.

10In the year 1977 we are now in the 
sixty-third year of the “time of the end,” 
counting from autumn of the crucial year 
of 1914. In fulfillment of Bible prophecy,
9, 10. In view of where we stand on the stream of time, 
what should our attitude be toward material things? 
(Phil. 3:7, 8 )
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11When Jesus warned, “Stop storing 
up for yourselves 
treasures upon the 
earth,” he fully ap- 
preciated how tem- 
porary and insecure 
any treasures would 
be in this present 
sy stem  of th in g s. 
(Matt. 6:19) Nor 
was this advice for 
rich persons only; 
poor people can be 

just as intent up-
Would you be concerned with getting more material on gaining and 
comforts if the ship you were on was sinking? storing material



destroyed by water. (2 Pet. 2:5) Also, 
note this carefully: What good did the 
homes and possessions of Noah, of his 
sons and their wives do them? They pro- 
vided no security either. The ark was 
where security was to be found. And when 
the time came for them to abandon the 
homes that they had, they did not hesi- 
tate. They had not been trusting in those 
things for security, and so they were able 
to leave them behind with no difficulty. 
—Gen. 6:22.

14 Centuries later, when Jehovah brought 
destruction upon Sodom and Gomorrah 
for their gross wickedness, how much was 
left of the homes and possessions in those 
cities? Nothing! When Lot and his family 
abandoned Sodom, they could take very 
little with them. Their home, furniture and 
most of their possessions also went into 
destruction. But Lot and his two daugh- 
ters appreciated that their lives were much 
more important. They saw the issue. For 
their faith and obedience to Jehovah’s in- 
structions, they were spared. But the 
townspeople and their possessions were 
not spared. As Jesus said, in the days of 
Lot “they were eating, they were drink- 
ing, they were buying, they were selling, 
they were planting, they were building. 
But on the day that Lot came out of Sod- 
om it rained fire and sulphur from heaven 
and destroyed them all.” Including whom? 
Sadly, including Lot’s wife. When in flight, 
she disobeyed and looked back toward the 
things left behind, and lost her life.—Gen. 
19:26; Luke 17:28, 29.

15 Jesus said that as it was in the days 
of Noah and also of Lot, so it would be 
at the coming “great tribulation.” The 
vast majority of earth’s population would 
be unconcerned about God and his will. 
As a result, they would lose their lives.
14. What loss was suffered by all In Sodom and Go- 
morrah, but what difference was there in the case of 
Lot and his daughters? (Luke 9:62)
15. Why did Jesus compare our day with that of Noah 
and Lot?

shortsighted this is, since “everything in 
the world—the desire of the flesh and the 
desire of the eyes and the showy display 
of one’s means of life—does not originate 
with the Father, but originates with the 
world. Furthermore, the world is passing 
away and so is its desire, but he that does 
the will of God remains forever.”—1 John 
2:16, 17.

LEARNING ]PROM THE PAST
12 We can imagine the ridicule that wick- 

ed people heaped upon Noah and his fami- 
ly, in the days before the flood, because 
they spent so much of their time doing 
Jehovah’s will. Of course, they had to 
work for their daily needs and to main- 
tain a place to live, but they did not center 
their activities on that. However, the rest 
of that world did, devoting themselves to 
“eating and drinking, men marrying and 
women being given in marriage, until the 
day that Noah entered into the ark.” 
(Matt. 24:38) But if excesses are avoided, 
is there anything wrong with eating, or 
with drinking, or with marrying? No, for 
Jehovah himself instituted those things 
when he created man and woman. What 
was wrong was that at a time of judgment, 
when life or death was at issue, those peo- 
pie foolishly centered their lives on such 
pursuits and did not pay attention to God’s 
will.

13Of those people, Jesus said: “They 
took no note until the flood came and 
swept them all away.” (Matt. 24:39) Yes, 
they may have thought Noah “odd” for 
giving up material benefits in order to 
concentrate on building the ark and 
preaching. But what good did the people's 
pursuit of material things and their “good 
times” do them? No lasting good what- 
soever. They lost not only their posses- 
sions but their lives, as that world was
12. What was wrong with the people in Noah’s day?
13. Did the material possessions of the people at that 
time afford them security? Did Noah’s possessions 
afford him security?
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of life, show where you look for security? 
What a grievous error it would be to look 
for security in the wrong direction at this 
late date! As Job 31:2428־ says: “If I have 
put gold as my confidence, or to gold I 
have said, ‘You are my trust!' If I used 
to rejoice because my property was much, 
and because my hand had found a lot of 
things; . . . that too would be an error 
for attention by the justices, for I should 
have denied the true God above."

18In view of the imminent collapse of hu- 
man systems, and the subsequent vast ma- 
terial loss that could take place, it would be 
shortsighted indeed not to prepare our- 
selves for it mentally. If you love life, and 
want to keep living, do not become attached 
to any material thing. “Valuable things 
will be of no benefit on the day of fury, but 
righteousness itself will deliver from 
death.” “The one trusting in his riches— 
he himself wifi fall; but just like foliage 
the righteous ones will flourish.” (Prov. 
11:4, 28) Such “righteous ones” will be 
ushered into God’s new order, there to 
share in the thrilling work of making the 
entire earth a Paradise, a lovely home 
where they will enjoy living forever. Hav- 
ing looked in the right direction, these 
ones “will actually dwell in security, with 
no one to make them tremble.”—Ezek. 
34:28.
18. What thrilling prospect is there in store for those 
who look in the right direction for security?

IN COMING
The Faith  That M eans 

Survival.

How C an  You Deal w ith  
Depression?

Singleness C an  Be 
Rewarding.

And when a person is dead, how many of 
his material possessions can he enjoy? 
None of them. But with those who want 
to keep living, and who turn to God 
for security, that will not be the case. 
They will not have let themselves become 
trapped by material concerns. Indeed, 
they are ready to abandon any material 
possession “on that day when the Son of 
man is to be revealed.” For Jesus said: 
“On that day let the person that is on the 
housetop but whose movable things are 
in the house not come down to pick these 
up, and the person out in the field, let 
him likewise not return to the things be- 
hind. Remember the wife of Lot.”—Luke 
17:30-32.

16 How extensive will the destruction of 
material things be at the coming “great 
tribulation”? Only time will tell. But in 
the examples of Bible history noted above 
there was huge material loss, which in- 
eluded much material loss to God’s peo- 
pie. That was also the experience in 70 
C.E. when Roman armies devastated Je- 
rusalem. The Christians had to abandon 
their homes earlier, perhaps taking with 
them only a few things that they could 
easily carry. (Luke 21:20, 21) What hap- 
pened to those who would not leave? They 
lost, not only their homes and possessions 
to the Romans, but possibly their lives 
too. The Christians who fled the city, while 
also suffering the loss of homes and most 
possessions, escaped with their lives and 
kept their freedom. So, too, at the coming 
tribulation, there could be great loss ma- 
terially. How would you view such per- 
sonal loss?

17 So think now, in what do you really 
trust for security? In “gold” or in God? 
Where is your mind, and heart, centered 
—on the things of this system or on God’s 
new order? Do your actions, your way
16. Did the Christians suffer loss when Jerusalem was 
destroyed in 70 C.E.?
17. Why is It a grievous mistake to look in the wrong 
direction for security? (Zeph. 1:18)
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...YOUR BANK ACCOUNT?
70 C.E.—Luke 17:26-29;
2 Chron. 36:19.

3That is why there is 
now compelling reason 
to keep in its  proper 
place the normal desire 
we may have for mate- 
rial security. Paying too 
much attention to ma- 
terial things can get us 
sid etrack ed  from  the  
most important thing— 
doing Jehovah’s will and · י · YOUR JOB? 
gaining his approval. As 
the apostle Paul wrote: “Let 
off every weight and the sin that easily en- 
tangles us, and let us run with endurance

ΠΙ LL normal persons desire se- 
O r l  curity. They want economic 
security, a nice place to live, satis- 
fying work, freedom from fear, and 
peace of mind. Jehovah implanted 
the desire for such proper things when 
he created man and woman. And in Je- 
hovah’s new order, under the rule of his 
heavenly kingdom, such security will be 
the happy lot of mankind. Regarding Je- 
hovah, the inspired psalmist said: “You 
are opening your hand and satisfying the 
desire of every living thing.” (Ps. 145:16) 
In God’s new order the proper desires of 
humans will be fully satisfied, even be- 
yond their expectations.

2But we are not yet in Jehovah’s new 
order. We still live in this present wicked 
system of things. And it is fast approach- 
ing its end. Its finish will come shortly 
when it collides head on with God at the 
coming “great tribulation.” (Matt. 24:21) 
Hence, before God’s new order becomes a 
reality, the old system of political, com- 
mercial and religious rule under Satan 
must be put out of the way. (2 Cor. 4:4; 
Rev. 19:11-21) At that time there will be 
enormous loss of life as Jehovah puts to 
death those refusing to do his will. Also, 
there will undoubtedly be much material 
loss, as happened when the wicked per- 
ished in the flood of Noah’s day, and when 
Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed, and 
also when Jerusalem was devastated in
1. What proper desires will Jehovah satisfy, and how? ----------
2. What loss will take place at the coming “great tribu- 3. Because of what the immediate future holds, what
latlon” ? should be our attitude?
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will be his God: Jehovah or material 
things. “No one can slave for two mas- 
ters,” said Jesus. “You cannot slave for 
God and for Riches.” (Matt. 6:24) The 
person who is too concerned about ma- 
terial things is usually too involved work- 
ing and caring for them. That is why 
persons with wealth often have great dif- 
ficulty in doing God’s will. They are too 
busy making and keeping their wealth. 
So Jesus observed: “How difficult a thing 
it will be for those with money to enter 
into the kingdom of God!”—Mark 10:23.

e Sooner or later, whether it is in the 
time you spend, the attitude you develop, 
or your heart appreciation, one or the 
other—God or material things—will win 
out and become the center of your life. 
What becomes the center will determine 
your future, as it did for Lot and his wife. 
“Do not be misled: God is not one to be 
mocked. For whatever a man is sowing, 
this he will also reap.” (Gal. 6:7) A farm- 
er cannot sow seeds from plants that are 
weeds and hope to reap a crop of wheat. 
Similarly, if he sows wheat, he will not 
reap a crop of weeds. Thus, if we sow trust 
in the material benefits that this system 
now offers, we will reap disappointment 
when it goes off into destruction. If we 
sow trust in God, we will reap the re- 
wards he gives, both now and in his new 
order.

7 The course of practical wisdom today, 
in view of where we are on the stream 
of time, is to have the attitude that the 
apostle Paul had when he said: “I do 
indeed also consider all things to be loss 
on account of the excelling value of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord. On 
account of him I have taken the loss of 
all things and I consider them as a lot of 
refuse, that I may gain Christ.” Even if 
doing the will of God meant the loss of 
everything, including his life, Paul would 
not have drawn back. He had the sure
7. How did the apostle Paul display the right attitude?
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the race that is set before us.” (Heb. 12:1) 
Lack of faith can easily overcome us if 
we are too involved in the pursuits com- 
mon to this system of things. Just as 
a runner strips himself of unnecessary 
weight to run his race, so we need to do 
in running for the prize of eternal life. 
Paul also likens the Christian to a soldier 
who does not divert his attention by en- 
gaging in other pursuits, saying: “As a 
fine soldier of Christ Jesus take your part 
in suffering evil. No man serving as a 
soldier involves himself in the commer- 
cial businesses of life, in order that he 
may gain the approval of the one who en- 
rolled him as a soldier.”—2 Tim. 2:3, 4.

HAVING A BALANCED VIEW
4From this, should we conclude that, 

since we are so close to this system’s end, 
God requires Christians to abandon homes, 
jobs and money? Do they no longer need 
to be concerned about making a living, 
especially in difficult economic times when 
many people are thrown out of work? No, 
we should not conclude that, for God’s 
Word also says: “Certainly if anyone does 
not provide for those who are his own, 
and especially for those who are members 
of his household, he has disowned the 
faith and is worse than a person without 
faith.” (1 Tim. 5:8) In order to ,provide 
for their own,’ those with family respon- 
sibilities usually have to work to make 
enough money for food, clothing and 
shelter.

5 The point that the Scriptures make is 
that while it is important and necessary 
to make a living, that should not become 
the center of one’s life. If a person is con- 
sumed by the cares of the day, he may 
feel that he has no time or energy left to 
search for God, learn his requirements, 
and do his will. So he must decide who
4. Does God require his people to give up homes, jobs 
and money?
5, 6. What is the real issue regarding material things 
today ?
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enables him to spend more of his time and 
energy in study and the service of his 
Creator. He can concentrate on building 
confidence in Jehovah and his promises. 
Fire, riots or violence might destroy his 
home, but they cannot destroy the real 
security that comes from Jehovah. That 
is why “the one listening to me,” says 
Jehovah, “will reside in security and be 
undisturbed from dread of calamity.” 
(Prov. 1:33) Such a person can rightly 
say: “In peace I will both lie down and 
sleep, for you yourself alone, O Jehovah, 
make me dwell in security.”—Ps. 4:8.

11Finally, where one’s home and pos- 
sessions are concerned, will they be left 
standing during the “great tribulation”? 
In that time of chaotic conditions, are we 
to think that one’s possessions will not be 
affected? (Zech. 14:13) Also, during the 
“great tribulation” Satan and his hordes 
will launch an attack on Jehovah’s ser- 
vants “to get a big spoil and to do much 
plundering.” (Ezek. 38:12) How far Je- 
hovah will let his enemies go we do not 
know at this time, but the likelihood of 
material loss is there.

12 For all these reasons, we can see that 
it is unwise to become too attached emo- 
tionally to things such as homes and fur- 
nishings, however enjoyable they may be 
at present. It is not that Jehovah con- 
demns such, but he knows that attach- 
ment to them could prove dangerous, as 
happened with Lot’s wife. (Luke 17:31, 
32) Instead, we should look forward to the 
time in God’s new order when, in total 
security, his servants can build suitable 
homes for habitation.

IS MONEY, OB A JOB, ΥΟϋΒ SECURITY?
13 It takes money to live in this system 

of things and to buy the necessities of life. 
But many people want a substantial bank
11. What material loss could occur during the ״‘great 
tribulation” ?
12. To what can we look forward?
13. How secure is money? (Eccl. 7:12)
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hope of the resurrection. In fact, he looked 
forward “to the earlier resurrection from 
the dead.” Paul appreciated that what 
really mattered in life was not the prop- 
erty, wealth, position or standing that he 
formerly had in the community. He was 
willing to let go of those things for what 
really counted—doing God’s will and gain- 
ing his favor and blessing.—Phil. 3:8, 10, 
11.

HOW IMPORTANT IS YOUR HOME?
8The wisdom of that attitude can be 

seen by the sadness, disappointment and 
aggravation that come to those who be- 
come too attached to material things, and 
who lose them. For instance, you may 
have a beautiful home today, but what 
assurance is there that you will have it 
tomorrow? You may not even live that 
long. (Luke 12:16-21) Even now, many 
who have gone heavily in debt for a home 
find that in economic “hard times” they 
cannot meet the payments and are forced 
to give up the house.

9Also, each year thousands of homes 
are destroyed or damaged by fire, and oth- 
ers by floods or storms. With increasing 
frequency thieves are breaking into homes 
and stealing. In some cases insurance has 
covered the cost of losses, but in many 
other cases it has not. And what about 
the emotional cost to those who center 
their lives on these possessions? As one 
housewife noted: “It is true. The more 
you have, the more you have to worry 
about.” Too, in many parts of the world 
there have been wars, riots and other 
acts of violence that have destroyed homes 
without hope of compensation.

10A person who keeps his wants to a 
reasonable minimum, and who is willing 
to settle for less materially, does not have 
so much to lose. In addition, it usually
8 , 9. Why is It unwise to become too attached to homes 
or possessions?
10. By having the right viewpoint, how does the Chris- 
tian benefit? (Luke 14:33)
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is the one who will determine the future. 
Not money, but Jehovah will decide who 
and what will be preserved through the 
coming time of trouble. And in his new 
order, the earth will not be divided up 
according to the whim of any wealthy and 
powerful humans living today. Jehovah, 
by means of his Kingdom government, 
will regulate economic affairs so that all 
of his people will benefit from the boun- 
ties of the earth. (Rom. 2:11) Hence, how 
practical and lifesaving is the Bible's 
counsel: “Store up for yourselves trea- 
sures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust consumes, and where thieves do not 
break in and steal.” (Matt. 6:20) A good 
account with God in heaven is what mat- 
ters, not a big account in some bank.

AVOIDING ANXIETY
18However, today most people are not 

getting rich. They are more concerned 
about just making enough money to meet 
expenses. There is much anxiety, because 
worldwide economic difficulties in recent 
years have caused many people to lose jobs 
and incomes. The servant of God in this 
circumstance also has cause for concern. 
But he keeps his balance. He remembers 
that God’s Word tells him not to be “for- 
saking the gathering of ourselves together, 
as some have the custom, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more so as you 
behold the day drawing near.” (Heb. 10: 
24, 25) The balanced Christian appreci- 
ates that “man must live, not on bread 
alone, but on every utterance coming forth 
through Jehovah’s mouth.” (Matt. 4:4) 
So while he conscientiously does what he 
can to find employment to supply his 
needs, he does not let it interfere with his 
meeting together with other Christians 
for the study of God’s Word. Nor does he 
let such concern affect his service per- 
formed on behalf of others in the com-
16. Even in times of economic difficulties, what balance 
does the Christian keep? (Matt. 6:34)
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account, feeling that this will give them 
security. Yet, recent history shows this 
not to be so. In the Great Depression 
thousands of banks closed all over the 
world, with severe loss to depositors. And 
an economist recently stated: “The bank- 
ing system . . . has shown a continued 
deterioration since the end of World War 
II.” Also, the value of money has been 
eaten away by inflation, just as a block 
of ice melts away in the sun. Truly, the 
history of money is summed up in one 
word: insecurity.

14Thus, while money is needed and is 
useful now, it is folly to stake one’s trust 
in it. For no matter what actions authori- 
ties may take to patch up today’s eco- 
nomic systems, the fact is that soon they 
will all totally collapse, and this time for- 
ever. The day is fast approaching when, 
as has happened before, “into the streets 
they will throw their very silver, and an 
abhorrent thing their own gold will be- 
come. Neither their silver nor their gold 
will be able to deliver them in the day of 
Jehovah’s fury.” (Ezek. 7:19) In view of 
this, God’s Word wisely counsels: “Let 
your manner of life be free of the love of 
money, while you are content with the 
present things.” Because of not heeding 
such counsel, and, instead, developing a 
love for money, “some have been led 
astray from the faith and have stabbed 
themselves all over with many pains.” 
(Heb. 13:5; 1 Tim. 6:10) So, not only 
does the love of money divert one from 
the interests of God’s kingdom, but it leads 
to “many pains” because of all that a per- 
son must go through to get it and keep it.

15 The wealthy may wish that they could 
“live forever and not see the pit,” and that 
“their houses may be to time indefinite,” 
even having “called their landed estates 
by their names.” (Ps. 49:9, 11) But God
14. Why does it make sense to be free from the love 
of money? (Matt. 19:21)
15. Is wealth any advantage in working for eternal life? 
(Ps. 49:16, 17)
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place. They must never be allowed to get 
the mastery over us. So, when we think of 
the “great tribulation” that is fast ap- 
proaching, we will not be like Lot’s wife. 
We will not grieve at the thought of 10s- 
ing our possessions, because such negative 
thinking can imbalance us to the point 
where we endanger our very lives.

19Instead, we will rejoice at the ap- 
proaching end of this wicked system. We 
know that it will mean the vindication of 
Jehovah’s name, and also the salvation of 
the people who bear that name and who 
uphold it in their daily lives. For their 
loyalty to Jehovah, they will be ushered 
into a new order where they will have the 
delightful task of making this earth a 
Paradise, free from the influence of Sa- 
tan and his wicked system of things, free 
from enslavement to sin and death. (1 Cor. 
15:25, 26) With such a grand future just 
ahead, all who want to keep living will 
want “to rest their hope, not on uncertain 
riches, but on God, who furnishes us all 
things richly for our enjoyment; to work 
at good, to be rich in fine works, to be 
liberal, ready to share, safely treasuring 
up for themselves a fine foundation for 
the future, in order that they may get a 
firm hold on the real life.”—1 Tim. 6*. 
17-19.

munity who do not yet know Jehovah and 
his purposes. He keeps in first place the 
more important things related to God and 
his will.—·Phil. 1:10.

17The servant of God who experiences 
problems because of economic difficulties 
has a big advantage over those who do 
not serve Jehovah. He is comforted by the 
fact that the God he serves knows his 
situation better than he does, and, as a 
loving Father, can be trusted to assist in 
time of need. Would God provide meetings 
for spiritual strengthening, and opportu- 
nities for preaching the good news of the 
incoming new order, and yet not back up 
his servants who put God’s interests first 
in their lives? Also, since God himself 
says that ‘one who does not provide for 
his own is worse than an unbeliever,’ 
would he not himself abide by that same 
principle? (1 Tim. 5:8) “Is there injustice 
with God? Never may that become so!” 
declares the apostle Paul.—Rom. 9:14.

18 Yes, Jehovah did create humans with 
the natural desire for good things. But at 
this climax of the ages, all material con- 
siderations need to be kept in their proper
17. What comforting knowledge does the Christian 
have although experiencing economic problems himself? 
(Heb. 13:5, 6 )
18, 19. (a) Instead of grieving at potential material 
loss, why should we rejoice at the approaching end of 
this wicked system? (b) Hence, what course will we 
pursue in this time of the end?

WA Cave of Robbers"
•  When driving out money changers and sellers of sacrificial animals 
from the temple area, Jesus Christ said: “It is written, ‘My house 
will be called a house of prayer/ but you are making it a cave of 
robbers.״ (Matt. 21:13) Thus Jesus, in effect, called the money 
changers and those selling sacrificial animals ״‘robbers.״ This suggests 
that they were making excessive profits. The Jewish Mishnah shows 
that Jesus* words were no exaggeration. It reports about the time 
when a pair of doves cost a golden denar or twenty-five silver denars. 
This exorbitant price moved Simeon the son of Gamaliel to swear by 
the temple, saying: “I will not suffer the night to pass by before they 
cost but a [silver] denar יי This evidently means that doves were 
being sold at a rate twenty-five times higher than they were actually 
worth. That indeed was “robbery.״
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the News
screamed and ran avoided being raped.

Interestingly, God’s law to ancient Israel 
specified that if an engaged girl committed 
fornication both parties were to be put to 
death. However, if the girl screamed for help, 
but was not rescued, this was accepted as 
proof of her innocence. In this case the man 
alone was put to death, whereas the girl 
was exonerated.— Deut. 22:23-27.

•  By a vote of forty to six, the Eighth Pro- 
vincial Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Central Africa has held that 
a man having more than 

Polygamy one wife may be received
Acceptable? into that religious organi- 

zation along with his be- 
lieving wives and children. 

This is allowed “ in exceptional and merited 
cases.”  According to “ The Christian Century,”  
the synod delegates “ agreed that ‘although 
polygamy . . . does clash with the full ideal 
of Christian marriage,' it is sometimes im- 
possible to withdraw from situations where 
there is such a clash.”

On the surface, it may appear to some 
persons that this is a considerate arrange- 
ment. However, human reasoning and stan- 
dards are not of paramount concern in such 
matters. Monogamy (the having of only one 
living marriage mate) was the original stan- 
dard that Jehovah God set up for the family. 
He later tolerated polygamy until his due 
time to restore that original standard. This 
he did in the Christian congregation. Conse- 
quently, congregational elders and ministe- 
rial servants were required to be ,husbands 
of just one wife.’ (1 Tim. 3:2, 12) Moreover, 
the apostle Paul stated: “ A married woman 
is bound by law to her husband while he 
is alive . . . while her husband is living, she 
would be styled an adulteress if she became 
another man’s.” — Rom. 7:2, 3.

In harmony with divine requirements, per- 
sons who have desired to dedicate their lives 
to Jehovah God but have been involved in 
polygamous unions have brought those ar- 
rangements to an end. Such men have made 
proper provision for the children born to them 
as a result of polygamous marriages. But 
only after bringing their lives into harmony 
with God’s righteous requirements could they 
make a dedication to God and be baptized 
as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Ins
•  Quoting the “ Macaskill Letter,”  printed 
in Johannesburg, South Africa, “ Barron’s”  

of December 6, 1976, stat- 
. ed: “ The governments, cities,

economic businesses and individuals of
Disaster the world are bankrupt. It
Ahead 15 now a race against time

before the entire system col- 
lapses. There is no way out 

of this unholy mess. Inevitably economic 
disaster lies ahead. There are no measures 
that can be taken to save the situation.”

Just how soon the feared “ economic disas- 
ter”  may occur is open to question. But the 
Bible points to a time near at hand when 
these words of God through the prophet 
Ezekiel will prove true: “ Neither their silver 
nor their gold will be able to deliver them 
in the day of Jehovah’s fury.”  (Ezek. 7:19) 
Wisely, then, godly persons possessing riches 
should not put their trust in them, nor use 
them for selfish purposes. Rather, they should 
follow the advice of Jesus Christ, who said: 
“ Make friends for yourselves by means of 
the unrighteous riches, so that, when such 
fail, they may receive you into the everlasting 
dwelling places.” — Luke 16:9.

The possessors of “ the everlasting dwell- 
ing places”  are Jehovah God and Jesus 
Christ. (John 6:37-40, 44) Persons who use 
their riches in a proper way, as in assisting 
individuals in need and in furthering the 
preaching of the “ good news,”  will have 
Jehovah God and his Son Jesus Christ as 
their friends.— Gal. 2:10; Phil. 4:15.

•  After analyzing thirty-six attempted rapes 
and thirty-six rapes that were completed, 

Frank J. Javorek of the Den- 
ver General Hospital reported 

Escaping the most significant factors
Rape that differentiated between

completed and attempted 
rapes. According to “ Science 

News,”  in the order of importance, these
“ were whether the victim screamed or cried 
out for help, and whether the victim tried to 
escape by running away. Next most important 
were the victim’s neighborhood of residence 
and whether the victim was awake and alert 
at the time of the attack.”

In some situations, of course, screams are 
not heard and running away is impossible. 
However, 86 percent of those who both
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that at death everyone ‘returns to the 
source.’ Here, long hours spent in the com- 
pany of the bones and ashes of her an- 
cestors had conveyed to Yoshiko that the 
dead are no more than what they look 
to be—nonexistent, lifeless dust. Later, 
she met with several of Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses, these being Filipinos who had come 
to work on Okinawa. To her amazement, 
these Witnesses showed her in the Bible 
exactly what she had observed in the tomb 
—that the dead are unconscious and out 
of existence. And they also showed her 
from the Bible that God has made a won- 
derful provision through his Son, Jesus 
Christ, to raise the dead to life under his 
Kingdom rule.—John 5:28, 29; 1 Cor. 15: 
22-24.

But Yoshiko could speak only Japanese, 
a language foreign to the Filipinos. How, 
then, could they study the Bible with her? 
Well, they could locate the books in the 
Japanese Bible, corresponding to those in 
their English-language Bibles, also the

OKINAWA—the name stirs memories 
of one of the fiercest battles of the 

Pacific War. The bitter engagement that 
started April 1, 1945, ended on June 22 
with the suicide of the generals and sur- 
viving remnants of the Japanese imperial 
army. Combined losses of the United 
States and Japanese armies were more 
than 70,000 men, but the total of civilian 
casualties in that battle came to an ap- 
palling 132,894 persons! Survivors stag- 
gered out of refuge trenches and hideouts 
among the family tombs, to find their is- 
land homeland practically demolished. 
They appeared to be without hope in the 
world. But, soon, some of them were to 
learn of a grand prospect for the future.

Among the survivors were Yoshiko Hi- 
ga, widowed during the war, along with 
her infant son. Their “bomb shelter” had 
been the huge concrete ancestral tomb, 
built in a turtle-back shape to symbolize 
the position of a woman giving birth to 
a child; this is related to the Oriental idea
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dance at the district assembly of Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses in Okinawa was more than 
1,400 persons!

Those early full-time Witnesses includ- 
ed one named Matsue Tanaka, who “pio- 
neered” with the Kingdom message faith- 
fully in Shuri until her death some years 
later. Although meetings of the Shuri 
group were often held in the Tanaka home, 
her husband paid no attention to the mes- 
sage until the day that he attended the 
Bible talk at his wife’s funeral. Deeply 
impressed by what he heard that day, he 
took up his wife’s well-marked Bible and 
started to study things out for himself. 
Today, at seventy-three years of age, he 
is a “pioneer” Witness of fourteen years’ 
standing and a trusted elder in the Chris- 
tian congregation.

Another of those early “pioneer” Wit- 
nesses in Shuri was MitsukoTomoyori, also 
a widow. While bringing up her daughter, 
Masako, she became a “special pioneer,” 

and during nineteen years in this 
service she has aided twenty per- 
sons to come to dedication and bap- 

tism. Her daughter 
now accompanies 
her in this work. 
Yoshiko Higa’s boy 
also  “ p ion eered ” 
when he grew up, 
and today he is one 
of the two travel- 
ing overseers who 
v is it  th e  tw en ty-  
one congregations 
of Jehovah’s Wit- 
n e s s e s  th a t  are  
scattered over six 
of th e is lan d s of 
t h e  R y u k u y u s ,  
some sixteen con- 
gregations being 10- 
cated on the main 
island of Okinawa.

chapter and verse numbers. So their meth- 
od of study was to have her look up a 
succession of related scriptures on a topic, 
whether this might be the condition of 
the dead, God’s name and qualities, Christ’s 
presence, the Kingdom, or another sub- 
ject. Yoshiko soon came to appreciate that 
“the word of God is alive and exerts pow- 
er and is sharper than any two-edged 
sword.” (Heb. 4:12) She started to pro- 
claim to others the precious Bible message 
that she was learning.

THE GOOD NEWS SPREADS
Among the first persons to heed Yoshi- 

ko’s zealous witnessing were members of 
a Protestant Church in Shuri, the ancient 
capital of Okinawa. One of them, an elder- 
ly lady named Matsu Ikehara, persuaded 
a number of other elderly churchgoers to 
accept pure Bible teaching. Along with 
still others, these soon left the Church and 
became active Witnesses, proclaiming the 
good tidings from door to 
door, after the pattern es- 
tablished by Jesus Christ.
From 1953, regular visits 
were made to Okinawa by 
the branch overseer and 
other representatives of the 
Watch Tower Society’s Ja- 
pan branch. In 1955, the 
first circuit assembly was 
!eld in the capital, Naha,
,vith fewer than twenty 
)ersons in attendance, seat- 
;d on tatami matting in a 
lotel room. The program,
)resented in its entirety by 
wo visitors from Japan, was 
greatly appreciated by all 
hose present, most of whom 
mmediately entered the full- 
ime “pioneer” service of Je- 
lovah’s Witnesses. It was a 
mall beginning. But in 1975, 
ast twenty years later, atten­
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you believe in God?״ he will likely reply, 
“I believe only in my ancestors and trust 
in them.” In practically every home, the 
Buddhist household altar, or 
can be found. Within the altar is a frame 
holding the memorial tablets, or ihai, for 
the dead. At prescribed times prayers are 
chanted, and incense and food offerings 
are made before the butsudan.

If a problem arises in the family, or if 
there is sickness, it is the custom to call 
on a spirit medium, or yuta, to find out 
the cause. The womenfolk, who play the 
major role in the religious activities of 
the islands, usually make this visit, and 
then afterward they follow through on 
whatever ritual has been prescribed by 
the yuta. This is done faithfully, and often 
at great expense to the family. If any do 
not go along with the instructions from 
these diviners, they are warned that dire 
consequences will befall some member oi 
the family. As you can imagine, those whc 
accept Bible truth must break away frorr 
much superstition and religious ritual.

A certain woman had been looked upoi 
as the goddess of her village for mor< 
than thirty years. The demons would shov 
her what was going on in the neighborin! 
village, and their influence continued wit! 
her even when she was on her sickbec 
In due course she came in contact wit' 
Bible teachings, was liberated from all de 
mon influence and is now joyfully servin 
Jehovah.

In one family, it was the young son the 
was first contacted by Jehovah’s Witnes: 
es. Both parents worked and were seldoi 
at home, but a regular study was starte 
with this boy. He knew that his moth( 
paid visits to a yuta, and that she had e: 
perienced visions and dreams, which si 
believed to be inspiration from God. B 
from his Bible studies the son learn!

AMONG A HOSPITABLE PEOPLE
What is it like to live and serve in these 

islands? Located between latitudes 24 and 
29 degrees north, these subtropical islands 
offer winters that are pleasantly mild. The 
summers, though, are long, hot and sultry, 
and many of the female Witnesses wear 
a hat and carry an umbrella as protection 
from the sun. However, the reflection of 
the sun from the coral-dusted ground can 
still cause a sun-burned face.

Between the months of May and No- 
vember, typhoons hit or skirt the area, 
so that the wooden houses are battened 
down to meet the onslaught of wind and 
salty rain. In 1964, a typhoon washed out 
preparation work for a circuit assembly 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses. No food was avail- 
able in the markets—except pumpkins. 
Due to this constant fare in the assembly 
cafeteria, some of the Witnesses humor- 
ously labeled this the “pumpkin assembly.”

The people of Okinawa and the sister 
islands are easy-going, friendly and hos- 
pitable. When a Witness calls from house 
to house, the host will often spread out 
a straw mat for the visitor to sit on, 
and then listen without interrupting until 
the Bible presentation is completed. They 
are a quiet people and readily accept the 
literature and magazines that explain 
God’s kingdom. Standard Japanese is spo- 
ken everywhere, though many of the older 
people prefer to use the various island 
dialects. In 1972, Okinawa was reincorpo- 
rated into Japan, and is now its southern- 
most province.

ANCESTOR WORSHIP AND “YUTA״
Over the centuries these island people 

have practiced ancestor worship, but their 
religion is different from the Buddhism of 
Japan. Few religious temples and shrines 
are to be seen. Religious customs and cere- 
monies, however, are numerous. Life is 
tightly woven around the family and its 
ancestors. If you ask an Okinawan, “Do
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moved with their young son to Okinawa. 
In that same year, an English congrega- 
tion was started, with a Sunday atten- 
dance of about thirty persons. Quickly, the 
number associating grew to more than a 
hundred. But suddenly, within a month 
or two, half of these would move out to 
other places in the world. When this first 
happened, it seemed that the congregation 
could never recover, but very quickly the 
numbers attending would build up again. 
It is now estimated that, since this con- 
gregation was organized, more than 1,000 
persons have associated at their Kingdom 
Hall. Of these, over 250 persons have ac- 
cepted the Bible’s teachings and have been 
prompted thereby to serve Jehovah in the 
door-to-door witness work in Okinawa. 
The majority have continued this service 
on returning to the United States, where 
many of them are now elders and minis- 
terial servants in their local congregations. 
Since 1972, two missionaries have added 
to the fine service done in the English 
congregation, but a field ripe for harvest 
awaits other “pioneer-minded” Witnesses 
who may wish to move to this subtropical 
“paradise.”

In 1974, a beautiful three-story branch 
building was dedicated during a visit by 
N. H. Knorr, president of the Watch Tow- 
er Society. This is set among sugarcane 
fields on a picturesque rocky coast, and is 
centrally located to care well for the con- 
gregations on the island of Okinawa, and 
in all the Ryukyus.

Jesus’ command to ‘preach this good 
news of the kingdom’ is truly being carried 
out in these island territories. Honest- 
hearted persons are responding. Though 
still a stronghold in a military sense, Oki- 
nawa has become also a stronghold for 
Bible truth and for making known Jeho- 
vah’s kingdom. It is even true, as the 
psalmist wrote at Psalm 97:1: “Jehovah 
himself has become king! Let the earth 
be joyful. Let the many islands rejoice.”

that the yuta was not of God, but of the 
Devil. He respectfully told his mother that 
the spirit medium was a servant of Satan. 
The mother was deeply disturbed about 
this, and the immediate result was that 
both parents asked for a Bible study. Now 
the entire family, freed from all demon- 
istic influence, are joyful worshipers of 
Jehovah. The mother says that she has 
really come to feel and experience the 
meaning of Jesus’ words at John 8:32: 
“You will know the truth, and the truth 
will set you free.”

Many other school-age youngsters are 
rejoicing to know the good news in the 
Bible, and they are backing up their faith 
with works. They frequently encounter 
strong pressure at school to participate in 
judo or kendo (swordsmanship), but in 
harmony with principles stated in the Bi- 
ble, such as at Isaiah 2:4, they refuse to 
share in activities that run contrary to 
their Bible-trained consciences.

A BOUNTEOUS HARVEST GATHERED
In 1965, a branch office of the Watch 

Tower Society was opened in Naha, Oki- 
nawa. A long-time Hawaiian missionary, 
Shinichi Tohara, with his wife and daugh- 
ter, transferred from the snows of Hok- 
kaido, Japan, to subtropical Okinawa, 
there to take care of the new branch. Since 
that time, the number of Kingdom pro- 
claimers in Okinawa has increased from 
217 to nearly 900 in number, with two 
out of every five of these gaining a knowl- 
edge of the Bible only in the past three 
years.

During the war in Indochina, Okinawa 
again became a major backup area for 
American fighting forces. Thousands of 
Americans and their families were living 
on the island. In 1968, hearing that the 
need was great there among the English- 
speaking population, Karl and Evalyn 
Emerson, formerly missionaries in Korea,
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pie are appropriately represented in the 
book of Revelation as “lampstands.” Fur- 
thermore, bodies of elders, who should be 
examples to the rest of the congregation, 
are likened to “stars.” (Rev. 1:20) De- 
scribing what he saw, the apostle John, 
the writer of the book of Revelation, tells 
us: “I saw seven golden lampstands, and 
in the midst of the lampstands someone 
like a son of man. . . . And he had in his 
right hand seven stars.”—Rev. 1:1216־.

“STARS” IN CHRIST’S RIGHT HAND
For the members of a particular con- 

gregation to serve as a lampstand in a 
dark world, they must act in harmony 
with what is revealed in these words. The 
head of the entire Christian congregation 
is Jesus Christ, for he is the One who is 
“in the midst of the lampstands.” Accord- 
ingly, the members of the congregation, 
by holding fast to their Head and imitat- 
ing him in word and deed, serve as illumi- 
nators. And the elders, by loyal submis- 
sion to Christ’s headship, remain a5 
“stars” in his “right hand,” that is, in his 
favor. Being in his hand, bodies of elders 
are under his control, guidance and direc 
tion. This gives rise to the question, Jus 
what does Jesus Christ want elders to d( 
in helping their respective congregation; 
to serve as lampstands?

Here are three basic commands that th 
Son of God gave to his disciples: (1) “Kee; 
on the watch, for you do not know whe:

T HE world of mankind desperately 
needs enlightenment from God. Dis- 

honesty, crime, violence, oppression and 
injustice abound. Many people are dis- 
heartened and discouraged. For them, life 
has little purpose. Others are trying to 
find an escape by means of alcoholic bev- 
erages, drugs, entertainment, sexual ex- 
periences of all kinds, yes, by means of 
anything that helps them to forget the 
realities of the present. Still others, 
through total involvement with their work, 
families and community, are able to dis- 
miss from their minds how things really 
are. But when trouble touches their lives, 
they are forced to take a sober view of 
what this world actually is like.

Surely people need guidance, enlighten- 
ment, so as to be able to make the best 
of life now and to have a solid hope for 
the future. But who today can provide 
such enlightenment? Obviously it cannot 
be persons who are themselves caught up 
in the spirit of this world—its selfishness, 
greed, lack of concern for others, unbridled 
desire for sensual pleasure or lawlessness. 
The only ones who are in a position to il- 
luminate the minds of others are true 
Christians, who have been enlightened by 
God’s Word and the operation of his spirit. 
Hence, all servants of the Most High 
should be “shining as illuminators in the 
world.”—Phil. 2:15.

Since all true Christians are to serve as 
illuminators, congregations of God’s peo-
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and also had an active personal share in 
the actual rebuilding. What was the re- 
suit? Just fifty-two days after construe- 
tion work began it came to a successful 
completion.—Neh. chapters 4, 6.

Similarly, when stirred to action by the 
word of Jehovah through the prophets 
Haggai and Zechariah, Governor Zerub- 
babel and High Priest Joshua took a zeal- 
ous lead in rebuilding the temple of Je- 
hovah. By means of his prophets, the Most 
High imparted his spirit to them. Then, 
through the governor and the high priest, 
Jehovah’s spirit was imparted to the whole 
restored nation of Israel. How? In that 
Joshua and Zerubbabel stuck to the work 
to the finish and encouraged the temple 
workers by word and example.—Zech. 4: 
2-14.

ORDERLY ARRANGEMENTS AND TEACHING
In connection with the rebuilding of the 

temple and of the walls of Jerusalem, good 
organizational arrangements were needed 
to get the work done. Nehemiah, for ex- 
ample, had to take the initiative to adjust 
these arrangements to fit the circumstanc- 
es. As the rebuilding work made good 
progress, Sanballat, Tobiah and neighbor- 
ing peoples intensified their opposition and 
conspired to fight against Jerusalem. Ne- 
hemiah made this a matter of prayer, en- 
couraged the people to trust in Jehovah, 
armed the workmen, arranged for others 
to stand guard and outlined an alarm sys- 
tern. The work then continued, totally 
frustrating the schemes of the enemy. 
—Neh. 4:7-20.

Likewise, elders today can make arrange- 
ments that will serve well locally in car- 
rying out the vital work of making dis- 
ciples. An excellent opportunity for this 
presents itself at the weekly congregation 
book or Bible study. Convenient times can 
be set for the group to meet to participate 
in spreading Bible truth. Since the group 
is small, the elder conducting the study

the master of the house is coming, wheth- 
er late in the day or at midnight or at 
cockcrowing or early in the morning; in 
order that when he arrives suddenly, he 
does not find you sleeping. But what I say 
to you I say to all, Keep on the watch.” 
(Mark 13:35-37) (2) “I am giving you a 
new commandment, that you love one an- 
other; just as I have loved you, that you 
also love one another.” (John 13:34) 
(3) “Go . . . and make disciples of people 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the holy spirit, teaching them to observe 
all the things I have commanded you.” 
—Matt. 28:19, 20.

Hence, should we not expect elders to 
be setting the example for the whole con- 
gregation in loyally conforming to these 
commands? They need to remain spiritual- 
ly awake, adhering closely to the lofty re- 
quirements of God’s Word in matters of 
personal conduct. In their relationship 
with members of the congregation, they 
should be displaying self-sacrificing love, 
putting the interests of others ahead of 
their own. And their words and actions 
should demonstrate that they recognize 
the importance of making disciples. Yes, 
elders should want to be the kind of real 
brothers that fit the symbolic description 
of “stars.” This requires their being an 
encouraging example, not just to the 
weaker members of the congregation, but 
to all. This is in harmony with the in- 
spired admonition that the apostle Paul 
gave to Timothy, a fellow elder: “Become 
an example to the faithful ones in speak- 
ing, in conduct, in love, in faith, in chaste- 
ness.”—1 Tim. 4:12.

Just how important a good example 
can be is forcefully illustrated in the case 
of Nehemiah. Opposition to his rebuilding 
the Weills of Jerusalem was intense. Never- 
theless, trusting in Jehovah and continu- 
illy making the work a subject of prayer, 
Nehemiah courageously directed the job
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cious blood of God’s Son and, therefore, 
need to be informed about how they per- 
sonally might benefit further. Regardless 
of what their attitude may be toward the 
proclaimers of the “good news,” Jehovah 
God desires that they come to repentance. 
(2 Pet. 3:9) How fine it would be to re- 
view from time to time whether our pub- 
lie preaching reflects a recognition of this 
fact! Would we, for example, be willing to 
give up our lives if that could result in 
helping persons in our community to come 
to an accurate knowledge of God’s truth? 
The apostle Paul was willing to do so. In 
his letter to the Romans, he wrote: “I am 
telling the truth in Christ; I am not lying, 
since my conscience bears witness with 
me in holy spirit, that I have great grief 
and unceasing pain in my heart. For I 
could wish that I myself were separated 
as the cursed one from the Christ in be- 
half of my brothers, my relatives accord- 
ing to the flesh.”—Rom. 9 :1 3 .־

Our discussing such expressions can 
help us to examine our own attitude to- 
ward others and to see whether we are 
really thinking Scripturally. When we 
care about other people at heart, this will 
reveal itself in the appealing way in which 
we approach them. As a result, it will be 
easier for honest-hearted ones to respond 
to the “good news.”

Besides setting a fine example and mak- 
ing good use of opportunities to teach 
those in his group, an elder can also en- 
courage fellow believers. Back in the time 
of the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, the 
Jews, in their own strength, would not 
have succeeded in completing the temple· 
rebuilding work. Mountainous obstacles 
stood in the way. Therefore, it must have 
been most upbuilding for them to heai 
these words: “Be strong, all you people 01 
the land.” “I [Jehovah] am with you peo 
pie.” “Do not be afraid.” (Hag. 2:4, 5) 
Similarly, when an elder expresses con 
viction in Jehovah’s backing of his people

can give personalized attention. He may 
wish to concentrate on working with cer- 
tain ones for a time until they are at 
ease in making known the Bible’s message 
from house to house. He may also arrange 
to have experienced proclaimers of the 
“good news” work alongside youths or 
others who would benefit from their 
knowledge and experience.

Basic to getting the work done is equip- 
ping everyone with Scriptural knowledge 
that can be shared with others. During the 
course of the study, the conductor might 
periodically invite comments as to how a 
particular point under consideration could 
be used when sharing Bible truth with 
unbelievers. He could inquire as to when, 
in a person’s daily contacts, such infor- 
mation might be used to help someone 
spiritually and how this could be done. In 
reviewing with the group the material that 
has been studied, he could ask if someone 
would like to demonstrate how a Scrip- 
tural thought discussed that day could be 
used when visiting people at their homes.

There is also value in preparing the 
group beforehand for the people on whom 
they will be calling. With reference to 
himself, the apostle Paul said: “To the 
Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain 
Jews . . .  I have become all things to 
people of all sorts, that I might by all 
means save some.” (1 Cor. 9:20-22) What 
appeals to one person or segment of a 
community does not necessarily appeal to 
another. So, if we know something about 
the people whom we are trying to reach 
with the Bible’s message, we can give ad- 
vance thought to what we might say to 
them. It may be advisable in the book 
study group to exchange thoughts about 
what various ones have found effective, 
and why.

Another aspect that might be discussed 
advantageously at times is the attitude 
we should have toward other people. All 
persons have been bought with the pre­
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to live the truth. And where the elders 
are few in number, they can call on min- 
isterial servants and other mature Chris- 
tians to share in building up the congre- 
gation with Scriptural knowledge.

All the meetings of the congregation 
should serve to impart instruction de- 
signed to help all to ,shine as illumina- 
tors,׳ both in word and in deed. Therefore, 
careful thought needs to be given to prepa- 
ration, so that meetings will be truly edu- 
cational and hold the attention of those 
in attendance. Elders can also teach when 
visiting members of the congregation in 
their homes, speaking to them before and 
after meetings and while sharing with 
them in the public proclamation of the 
“good news.”

So if a congregation is to serve as a 
“lampstand” in a particular community, 
the members thereof need to know and 
understand the Scriptures so that God’s 
spirit can be of the greatest help as a 
remembrancer and as a teacher. Since 
God’s spirit is holy, it will, of course, only 
operate upon those who maintain a clean 
standing before the Most High, upon per- 
sons who remain spiritually awake and 
have genuine love for mankind, especially 
for fellow believers. Are you doing your 
part in making the “lampstand” in your 
community shine brightly, to the praise 
of Jehovah God and in loyal obedience to 
Jesus Christ, the head of the Christian 
congregation?

based on actual experiences, and himself 
acts in harmony with that conviction, this 
is most strengthening to others. Also, his 
joy in serving Jehovah can be very stimu- 
lating and encouraging.

However, it is not strong personalities 
nor organizational efficiency, but God’s 
spirit that is the real force enabling true 
Christians to shine as illuminators in a 
hostile world. It was this same force that 
made it possible for Governor Zerubbabel 
and the Jewish laborers to complete 
temple-rebuilding work despite opposition 
from surrounding peoples. Through his 
prophet Zechariah, Jehovah declared that 
it was “not by a military force, nor by 
power, but by [his] spirit.”—Zech. 4:6.

Good teaching on the part of elders, 
coupled with encouragement and a fine 
example, is definitely needed for God’s 
spirit to energize the members of the con- 
gregation. How so? Because today God’s 
spirit does not grant individual Christians 
miraculous knowledge. It acts as a remem- 
brancer and as a teacher. As a remem- 
brancer, the spirit brings back to a Chris- 
tian’s mind what he has learned from the 
Scriptures and, as a teacher, it enables 
him to discern just how the information 
brought back to mind should be used or 
applied. (John 14:26) Accordingly, the ex- 
tent to which a Christian knows what is 
contained in the Bible, to that extent can 
he, with the aid of God’s spirit, make 
known the truth to others and help them

‘When the Earth Was Divided’
<$> The Bible reports: “To Eber there were two sons born. The 
name of the one was Peleg, because in his days the earth was 
divided.״ (Gen. 10:25) This division, as far as we can Scriptural- 
ly determine, referred to Jehovah God's confusing the language 
of Babel’s builders and scattering them. (Gen. 11:1, 7) The name 
Peleg means “division." It should be noted, however, that the 
division occurred, not at his birth, but “in his days ” So if he 
was named Peleg at birth, his name was prophetic of the great 
division that took place during his lifetime.
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A REMARKABLE CONTRAST
It is uncommon for an ancient docu- 

ment to be supported by a large number 
of manuscripts. For example, of the His- 
tory by the Roman writer Pliny the 
Younger (61-113 C.E.) only seven copies 
survive. The earliest of these is from 850 
C.E., more than seven centuries after the 
time of composition. Similarly the history 
by Greek writer Herodotus survives in 
only eight copies, the earliest of which is 
1,300 years later than the time of writing.

But what about the Christian Scrip- 
tures? In remarkable contrast, recently 
published figures for manuscripts of this 
part of the Bible in the original Greek now 
total 5,269. Moreover, manuscript finds of 
early translations of these writings into 
Syriac, Latin, Coptic, Gothic and other 
languages increase the testimony by an- 
other 10,000 or more. Such extensive copy- 
ing and translating is true of no other 
document in all human history. But it is 
to be expected only of writings that are 
truly “inspired of God.”—2 Tim. 3:16.

A noteworthy feature of these original· 
language manuscripts is their closeness tc 
the time of Bible writing. Papyrus frag 
ments of parts of the Christian Scripture! 
in Greek have been dated back to the be 
ginning of the second century (the 100׳s]

SINCE you are able to read this maga- 
zine, likely you possess a copy of the 

Christian Scriptures, commonly called the 
“New Testament.” The twenty-seven books 
that comprise this part of the Holy Bible 
were completed about 1,879 years ago. Can 
you be confident that your copy accurately 
represents what the original Bible writers 
said?

That might seem doubtful to some. They 
may reason that transmitting these writ- 
ings down through nearly two millenniums 
of time has resulted in losing the original 
Bible text.

The facts, however, are quite to the 
contrary. A noted authority on the Bible’s 
text, Frederic G. Kenyon, states: “It can- 
not be too strongly asserted that in sub- 
stance the text of the Bible is certain: 
Especially is this the case with the New 
Testament.”

How can scholars be so sure that we 
today have the Christian Scriptures sub- 
stantially as they were written? Because 
of examining many thousands of hand- 
written copies of these Bible books. Known 
as “manuscripts” (from Latin, manu 
scriptus, “written by hand”), these hand- 
written copies give evidence that the text 
of the Christian Scriptures is amazingly 
accurate.

THE WATCHTOWER — APRIL 1, 197:216



a. “All things came into being through 
Him; and apart from Him nothing came 
into being that has come into being. In 
Him was life; and the life was the light 
of men.”

b. “All things came into being through 
Him; and apart from Him nothing came 
into being. What has come into being 
was life in Him; and the life was the light 
of men.”

It is evident that the general sense of this 
Bible passage is the same either way.

Another reason why ancient Greek Bi- 
ble manuscripts differ in occasional de- 
tails is that certain Greek capital letters 
resemble one another. Thus, two manu* 

scripts or two groups 
of manuscripts may 
have similar-looking, 
but different, words at 
certain places. Too, at 
times copying was done 
from dictation. Certain 
manuscripts indicate 
that in isolated instanc- 
es scr ib es confused  
w ords th a t sounded  
alike (as the English 
w o rd s “ b a r e ” and  
“bear”).

As further causes for 
variant reading in Bi- 
ble manuscripts, 
Zondervan P ic to r ia l 
Encyclopedia of the - 
ble notes: “A scribe’s 
eye might skip from 
the first to the second 
occurrence of the same 
word, causing omission 
of the intervening ma- 
terial; he might read 
th e  sam e w ord  or  
phrase tw ice; or he 
might confuse a word 
for a word of similar 
appearance. . . . ” 

Thus, quite early in
217

C.E., and possibly to the end of the first 
century.

DIFFERENT READINGS—WHY ?
It is to be expected that many thou- 

sands of copies made over centuries of 
time would result in their differing from 
one another in certain respects. There are 
many reasons for this.

For example, the older Greek Bible 
manuscripts were produced in a style of 
handwriting known as “uncials.” This term 
comes from a Latin word meaning “a 
twelfth part,” perhaps referring to large 
letters that originally occupied a twelfth 
part of a line. Uncial 
manuscripts have all- 
capital le tte rs , w ith  
practically no division 
between words.

Bible scholars have 
illustrated a problem 
that may arise from  
this type of writing by 
the u se  o f th e  e x -  
p r e s s io n  “ G O DIS-  
N O W H E R E .” T h is  
could mean “GOD IS 
NOWHERE,” or “GOD 
IS NOW HERE.” When 
this type of problem 
turns up in manuscripts 
of the Christian Scrip- 
tures, however, never 
is the d ifference in  
meaning so serious.

To illustrate: Ac- 
cording to the book 
E n cou n terin g  N ew  
Testament Manuscripts 
different viewpoints of 
word division and punc- 
tuation of the original 
Greek text give the fol- 
lowing two major pos- 
5ibilities of translation 
it John 1:3, 4:
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tures in Europe prior to 1881, including 
the celebrated Authorised, or King James, 
Version, were based on this Greek text.

However, Erasmus compiled his Greek 
text from, at most, only six manuscripts, 
none earlier than the tenth century C.E. 
For the most part, he had his printer 
copy from two manuscripts of about the 
twelfth century. Thus, the manuscript au- 
thority for the received text is scanty and 
many centuries removed from the time of 
writing of these inspired Bible books.

With the discovery of numerous manu- 
scripts of greater antiquity, scholars be- 
gan printing the received text with a sys- 
tern of footnotes for showing where and

how these more ancient handwritten cop- 
ies differed from the received text. In 
modern times, many editions of the Chris- 
tian Scriptures in Greek have appeared 
that differ markedly from the printed 
text that was first published by Eras- 
mus.

The reason for this is simple. Whereas 
Erasmus had but a few manuscripts to 
work with, scholars today have man^ 
thousands of them. Experts can ofter 
trace the history of different readings anc 
pinpoint what the inspired author of a

the Common Era manuscripts copied in 
different areas began to exhibit variations 
from one another. As these documents were 
copied and recopied, families of manu- 
scripts having the same basic peculiari- 
ties came into existence. And so, scholars 
today speak of the Alexandrian text, the 
Western text, the Caesarean text, and the 
Byzantine text.

Interestingly, most manuscripts have 
“mixed” or “fluid” texts. Why? One rea- 
son is that scribes would often copy one 
section (for example, the gospels) from 
one manuscript, and another section (for 
instance, the letters of the apostle Paul) 
from a different one. Too, after complet- 
ing a new copy, scribes might 
make corrections from a manu- 
script different from the one 
they had copied.

PRINTED EDITIONS 
OF THE GREEK TEXT

It was in the year 1514 that 
the whole of the Christian Scrip- 
tures in Greek first appeared in 
print. This was in volume five of 
the work known as the “Com- 
plutensian Polyglot.” This edi- 
tion of the Christian Scriptures 
in Greek, however, was delayed 
in publication and did not go 
on the market until 1522. It 
is not known what manuscripts served 
as the basis for this printed Greek text.

In 1516, Dutch scholar Desiderius Eras- 
mus produced a printed edition of the 
Christian Scriptures in Greek. Though 
printed two years later than the Polyglot 
text mentioned above, Erasmus’ text was 
the first to be put on the market. Because 
of its small size and low price, it gained 
great popularity. During the eighteenth 
century Erasmus’ text became known as 
the “received text.” All principal Protes- 
tant translations of the Christian Scrip­
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Printed Greek text by Erasmus with his Latin 
translation. This Greek text (with minor 
variations) became the “ received text’ ’
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A recent edition of the Christian Scriptures 
in Greek., edited by Eberhard Nestle. A  system 

of footnotes gives variant readings

. . . the amount of what can in any 
sense be called substantial variation . . . 
can hardly form more than a thousandth 
part of the entire text.”
Whatever version of the Christian 

Scriptures you possess, there is no reason 
to doubt that the Greek text upon which 
it is based represents with considerable 
fidelity what the inspired authors of these 
Bible books originally wrote. Though now 
nearly 2,000 years removed from the time 
of their original composition, the Greek 
text of the Christian Scriptures is a mar- 
vel of accurate transmission.

Bible book most probably wrote. The re- 
suit of painstaking work by textual schol- 
ars has been editions of the printed Greek 
text that represent more accurately than 
the received text what the Christian Bible 
writers actually penned.

‘HARDLY MORE THAN A THOUSANDTH PART׳
To what extent do manuscripts of the 

Christian Scriptures differ from one an- 
other? Estimates of the number of differ- 
ences, called “variant readings,” in Greek 
manuscripts and ancient translations ex- 
ceed 200,000. Does this suggest that the 
text of the Christian Scriptures has be- 
come hopelessly obscured? Actually the 
figure is quite misleading. How so?

In A General Introduction to the Bible, 
Norman L. Geisler and William E. Nix 
point out: “There is an ambiguity in say- 
ing there are some 200,000 variants in the 
existing manuscripts of the New Testa- 
ment, since these represent only 10,000 
places in the New Testament. If one single 
word is misspelled in 3,000 different manu- 
scripts, this is counted as 3,000 variants 
or readings.”

Moreover, most of the variant readings 
are merely mechanical, having to do with 
matters such as spelling (comparable to 
the difference between “honor” and “hon- 
our”) and word order. One scholar de- 
dared that out of 150,000 variant read- 
ings those that could raise doubt as to 
meaning amounted to only 400. Of these, 
only 50 were truly significant. Similarly, 
Fenton John Anthony Hort, a world- 
renowned scholar of the Greek text of the 
Christian Scriptures, writes:

“The proportion of words [in the entire 
Greek text of the Christian Scriptures] 
virtually accepted on all hands as raised 
above doubt is very great, not less, on 
a rough computation, than seven-eighths 
of the whole. The remaining eighth, there- 
fore, formed in great part by changes 
of order and other comparative triviali- 
ties constitutes the whole area of criticism.
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King Solomon states: “If one of them 
should fall, the other one can raise his 
partner up. [This is because it is not likely 
that both will fall at the same time.] But 
how will it be with just the one who falls 
when there is not another to raise him up? 
Moreover, if two lie down together [as 
when having to stay overnight in the cold 
during a trip], they also will certainly get 
warm; but how can just one keep warm? 
And if somebody could overpower one 
alone [who might be traveling over a dan- 
gerous road], two together could make a 
stand against him. And a threefold cord 
[which is stronger than one consisting of 
one or two strands] cannot quickly be 
torn in two.”—·Ecd. 4:1012־.

Are you living in harmony with the 
spirit of these words? There definitely is 
much value in having dependable friends.

Even the Topmost Position Is Vanity
Among humans popularity is often fleet- 

ing. The famous person is quickly forgot- 
ten when someone else captures the heart 
of the people. Even those who attain the 
topmost position are no exception.

Wise King Solomon realistically de- 
scribed what can happen to rulers. We 
read: “Better is a needy but wise child 
than an old but stupid king, who has not 
come to know enough to be warned any 
longer. For he [evidently the child] has 
gone forth from the prison house itself to 
become king, although in the kingship of 
this one he had been born as one of little 
means.”—Eccl. 4:13, 14.

A man might feel that his having the 
topmost position, kingship, backed up by 
his age and experience, should assure him 
public respect or support. But, despite his 
position and age, a king will not be grant- 
ed heartfelt honor if he acts unwisely, re- 
fusing to heed the sound counsel of others. 
Position and age, in themselves, do not 
guarantee respect. That is why a needy 
but wise child is better off than a king

The Value of a Friend
The “loner” who works hard in piling 

up riches certainly has an empty life. Wise 
King Solomon wrote: “There exists one, 
but not a second one [that is, a lone man 
without a friend or companion]; also no 
son or brother does he have, but there is 
no end to all his hard work. Also, his eyes 
themselves are not satisfied with riches: 
‘And for whom am I working hard and 
causing my soul to lack in good things?׳ 
This too is vanity, and it is a calamitous 
occupation.” (Eccl. 4:8) How meaningless 
is the life of a miser who has no friend, 
son or brother and does not even reap the 
benefits from his hard work! He just keeps 
piling up riches, not wanting to spend any 
money on things that could make his life 
more comfortable and enjoyable. At death, 
however, he is forced to leave everything 
behind. What futility!

Far better off is the person who labors 
with a good friend. The wise man con- 
tinues: “Two are better than one, because 
they have a good reward for their hard 
work.” (Eccl. 4:9) Their working together 
brings benefits, “a good reward,” in the 
form of assistance, comfort and protection.
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him, for this too is vanity and a striving 
after the wind.”—Eccl. 4:15, 16.

What did Solomon mean by the ex- 
pression “the child, who is second”? Evi- 
dently he was referring to the king’s sue- 
cessor. “Those alive” are all excited about 
having a new ruler. “There is no end to 
all the people” before whom he stands as 
king. This means that they are all behind 
him, supporting his rulership. But his pop- 
ularity does not continue indefinitely. The 
time soon comes when the one whom the 
people highly acclaimed no longer suits 
their fancy. Disenchanted now, they cease 
to rejoice in him.

Similarly, in modern times, one set of 
politicians is replaced by another. There 
may be initial enthusiasm for a certain 
governor, prime minister or president. But 
it does not take long for people to become 
displeased with the individual and his pol- 
icies. Soon they begin looking for someone 
else to take hold of the reins of govern- 
ment.

Truly, then, even the topmost position 
proves to be but a bauble, “vanity.” How 
forcefully this emphasizes that in this 
world the most satisfying possession is, not 
position, but a good relationship with the 
eternal God, Jehovah!

Setting forth the Christian position, the 
apostle Paul urged: “Do not you people 
be owing anybody a single thing, except 
to love one another.”—Rom. 13:8.

The person who desires God’s approval

who once ruled wisely but who in old age 
becomes set in his ways and pays no at- 
tention to good counsel. Through mis- 
management the old king may plunge the 
whole kingdom into hopeless debt, alienate 
his subjects and may even be deposed and 
die in disgrace. The youth who continues 
to act wisely, on the other hand, may earn 
the very respect that is not accorded an 
old but stupid king.

As Solomon noted, such a wise youth 
might even be elevated from the prison 
house to the kingship. ,This is what hap- 
pened to Joseph. So impressed was Egypt’s 
Pharaoh that he said to him: “There is 
no one as discreet and wise as you are. 
You will personally be over my house, and 
all my people will obey you implicitly. 
Only as to the throne shall I be greater 
than you.” (Gen. 41:39, 40) Thus Joseph 
was exalted to second ruler of Egypt.

Next, focusing attention on the people’s 
capricious reaction to a change of rulers, 
Solomon writes: “I have seen all those 
alive who are walking about under the 
sun, how it goes with the child, who is 
second, that stands up in the other one’s 
place. There is no end to all the people, to 
all those before whom he happened to be; 
neither will people afterward rejoice in

THE God of justice, Jehovah, does not 
look with favor upon persons who 

do not pay their debts. The inspired psalm- 
ist declared: “The wicked one is borrow- 
ing and does not pay back.” (Ps. 37:21)

A GODLY VIEW of
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surrender our souls for our brothers. But 
whoever has this world’s means for sup- 
porting life and beholds his brother hav- 
ing need and yet shuts the door of his 
tender compassions upon him, in what way 
does the love of God remain in him?” 
—1 John 3:15-17.

If that needy brother could not get help 
from any other source, he would die if 
deprived of necessities for too long a pe- 
riod. Hence, the one claiming to be a 
Christian who refuses to come to his aid 
would be guilty of a form of criminal neg- 
ligence. Similarly, if Christians were to 
take advantage of a fellow believer by un- 
duly postponing payments of their debts, 
they could become guilty of forcing him 
out of business. This could create serious 
financial problems for him and could re- 
duce him to a needy state. Should that 
happen, could we not say that those who 
refused to pay their debts did a very hate- 
ful thing toward their brother?

Conscientious Christians do not try to 
gain advantages for themselves on the 
basis of spiritual relationships. They recog- 
nize that this would be ‘greed for dishon- 
est gain.1) ׳ Tim. 3:8) From the Scrip- 
tures we learn that such greediness can 
jeopardize one’s standing with Jehovah 
God. This is well illustrated in the case 
of Elisha’s attendant Gehazi. Through Eli- 
sha, the Syrian army chief Naaman had 
been healed of loathsome leprosy. In ap- 
predation for the cure, Naaman wanted 
to present a gift to the prophet. But Eli- 
sha refused to accept it, as he did not want 
to profit from his God-given prophetic of- 
fice and the powers associated therewith. 
Gehazi, however, greedily coveted what 
Elisha had refused and obtained a gift 
from Naaman under false pretenses. As 
a result, in expression of Jehovah’s judg- 
ment, Gehazi was stricken with leprosy. 
—2 Ki. 5:15, 20-23, 27.

Accordingly, if greediness is responsible 
for a person’s failure to pay off his debts,

must, therefore, be conscientious about 
paying back borrowed money and making 
prompt payment for goods and services 
received. To this end, he should exercise 
care in taking on greater financial bur- 
dens than he already has. Otherwise he 
might come into a situation where he can- 
not meet his obligations. Furthermore, the 
payment of debts should not be delayed. 
It would be most unreasonable and thank- 
less for a person to postpone payment and 
to use a sizable part of his earnings for 
lavish entertainment, luxuries or expen- 
sive vacations.

Some people may reason that the re- 
sponsibility is not so great when one is 
in debt to a relative or a friend. But is not 
such a lack of conscientiousness, a taking 
of selfish advantage on the basis of family 
relationship or friendship?

Really, the person who is negligent 
about paying others what he owes is fail- 
ing to show love. He is depriving them 
of the opportunity to use the money to 
which they are entitled. This may even 
work to their injury. Consider, for ex- 
ample, the situation of self-employed per- 
sons—doctors, lawyers, electricians, car- 
penters and the like. In doing their work, 
they incur expenses. Payments for their 
services must cover these expenses, as 
well as be large enough for them to make 
a living. Now, if many people fail to pay 
them, these professional men may be un- 
able to meet their bills, and things may 
come to the point where they have to give 
up their business. Obviously persons who 
deprive others of their livelihood are not 
showing love.

This is a very serious matter. The apos- 
tie John made this clear when he wrote 
to Christians: “Everyone who hates his 
brother is a manslayer, and you know that 
no manslayer has everlasting life remain- 
ing in him. By this we have come to know 
love, because that one surrendered his soul 
for us; and we are under obligation to
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and favors. But if any special consider- 
ation is shown it should be regarded with 
appreciation. Christians should want their 
brothers to get whatever they are entitled 
to receive. The apostle Paul’s counsel to 
Christian slaves sets forth a fine guide- 
line: “Let those having believing owners 
not look down on them, because they are 
brothers. On the contrary, let them the 
more readily be slaves, because those re- 
ceiving the benefit of their good service 
are believers and beloved.” (1 Tim. 6:2) 
A Christian’s conscientiousness in paying 
his debts to fellow believers would cer- 
tainly be in harmony with this admonition.

May our handling of debts reveal that 
we are conducting our affairs in harmony 
with Bible principles. We should never lose 
sight of the fact that a deliberate failure 
to pay what we owe others is wicked. The 
Most High will never look with approval 
upon those who, because of greediness or 
selfishness, do not care for their obliga- 
tions. Only by making sure that ‘we are 
not owing anybody a single thing, except 
love,’ can we expect Jehovah’s blessing.

he can bring adverse judgment upon him- 
self. The Bible warns us that ‘greedy per- 
sons will not inherit God’s kingdom.’ 
(1 Cor. 6:10) Yes, such greediness could 
mean losing out on the gift of everlasting 
life. What a high price to pay!

As Christians, then, we want to be hon- 
est in our dealings with everyone. We 
should be guided by the following princi- 
pies: “All things . . . that you want men 
to do to you, you also must likewise do 
to them.” (Matt. 7:12) “As long as we 
have time favorable for it, let us work 
what is good toward all, but especially to- 
ward those related to us in the faith.” 
(Gal. 6:10) So, if we desire others to be 
conscientious in caring for their debts, 
should we not be setting the right exam- 
pie ourselves? Especially should we be 
concerned about doing good toward our 
Christian brothers, not imposing on their 
kindness when it comes to paying what 
we owe them.

It would be wrong for Christians to feel 
that, in business matters, fellow believers 
are obligated to give them special rates

'Keep the Festival with Cakes'
■ The Holy Scriptures emphasize the need for preserving the 
purity of the Christian congregation. Corruptive influences are 
to be removed. In his first letter to the Corinthians, the apostle 
Paul counseled: “Clear away the old leaven, that you may be a 
new lump, according as you are free from ferment. For, indeed, 
Christ our passover has been sacrificed. Consequently let us 
keep the festival, not with old leaven, neither with leaven of 
badness and wickedness, but with unfermented cakes of sin- 
cerity and truth.1—״ Cor. 5:7, 8.

Under the Mosaic law arrangement, the Passover victim was 
sacrificed annually, and this was followed by the seven-day 
festival of unfermented cakes. Jesus Christ, however, offered 
up himself once for all time. (Heb. 9:25-28) Hence, the entire 
life course of the Christian should be like a continual festival 
of unfermented cakes, free from all injuriousness and wicked- 
ness. Within the Christian congregation there should be a 
willingness to maintain personal and congregational purity, and 
to remove everything that is corrupting to faith and morals.
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make special preparations, such as buying or 
wearing “two undergarments.״ The garments 
and sandals that they were wearing were 
enough. Similarly, if they already had a staff, 
they could take it, but not purchase an extra 
one or get a spare for the journey.

Basically, Jesus was advising: 'Go as you 
are, with the garments, sandals and staffs that 
you have. Do not make your own provisions; 
those who hear and respond to your message 
will take you in and assist you, for a worker 
deserves his food.* This agreed with Jesus’ 
counsel in the Sermon on the Mount. (Matt. 
 Rather than burdening themselves (־6:2534
with excessive material things, the apostles 
could concentrate on their assignment, trusting 
Jesus* assurance that they would be cared for.

“WATCHTOWER״ STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
May 8: How Can You Find Real Security?

Page 197. Songs to Be Used: 92, 112.
May 15: What Is Your Security? Page 202. 

Songs to Be Used: 38, 44.

#  How can Matthew 10:9, 10 and Mark 6:8, 9 
be harmonized?

These verses contain part of Jesus’ instrue· 
tions when sending the twelve apostles out on 
a preaching tour. Matthew 10:9, 10 reads: “Do 
not procure . . .  a food pouch for the trip, or 
two undergarments, or sandals or a staff; for 
the worker deserves his food.” And Mark 6:8, 
9 says: “He gave them orders to carry nothing 
for the trip except a staff alone, no bread, no 
food pouch, no copper money in their girdle 
purses, but to bind on sandals, and not to wear 
two undergarments”—Compare Luke 9:3.

Jesus obviously did not expect the apostles 
to set out on the trip hungry, naked or bare- 
footed. But there was no need for them to
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