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A watchtower enables a person to see far
into the distance and announce to others
what is coming. Can a magazine serve
similarly in our day? Yes, from its first
issue (July 1879) onward, The Watchtower,
published by Jehovah’s Witnesses, has done
just that.

How can it benefit you? Consider: Do you
long for a better world, one of true justice
and free from sorrow, hatred and war? Do
you want to live at a time when genuine
peace and love prevail among people of all
races? Then this magazine can aid you. Using
God’s Word, the Bible, as its authority, it
points out the clear evidence that the pres-
ent wicked system of things will soon end,
destroyed by God. But it also announces
the coming in of a righteous new order.
There, under the rule of God’s kingdom, his
heavenly government, people will enjoy life
forever in true peace, health and happiness
on a paradise earth.

Faithfulness to the Word of God lifts
The Watchtower above the contradicting
religious teachings and philosophies of men.
It stays strictly neutral as regards political
affairs. It wholeheartedly upholds the high-
est moral standard—that of man’s Maker,
Jehovah God. From this source, it shows
solutions to the problems of daily life.

We know that many sincere persons would
appreciate a discussion of these things in
their own home with a qualified person.
One of Jehovah’s Witnesses will be glad to
call on you free of charge. To arrange for
this, simply write the publishers of this
magazine or contact Jehovah’s Witnesses
locally.
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FOR REAR

-1S IT THE U.N.?

N THE grounds of
the United Nations
stands the statue of a
man beating a sword in-
to a plowshare. This
sculpture, a gift of the
U.S.S.R., serves to illus-
trate that the goal of the United Nations
is world peace.

Throughout the years of its existence
this international organization has been
described as the “last best hope of man-
kind” and the *“only alternative to inter-
national conAicts.” In a joint communique
signed on December 7, 1973, by Cardinal
Maurice Roy and by Dr. Philip Potter,
secretary-general of the World Council of
Churches, the following appeared: “The
World Council of Churches and the Ro-
man Catholic Church have often stated
that the United Nations Organization is
the chief temporal hope for world peace.”

More recently, however, many have ex-
pressed great disappointment in the Unit-
ed Nations. For example, a member of the
United States House of Representatives
spoke of it as failing “to offer either the
promise or hope of world peace.”

So what can we expect from the United
Nations? Does the sculpture symbolizing
the idea, “Let Us Beat Swords into Plow-
shares,” really At that organization?
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The concept that the
sculpture conveys is by no
means original. It was ex-
pressed many centuries
ago in a book that has
been severely restricted in
circulation in the U.S.S.R.
That book is the Holy Bi-
ble, wherein we read at
Isaiah 2:4: “He [Jehovah
God] will certainly ren-
der judgment among the
nations and set matters
straight respecting many
peoples. And they will
have to beat their swords
into plowshares and their
spears into pruning
shears. Nation will not lift
up sword against nation,

neither will they learn war anymore.”

Note that the ‘beating of swords into
plowshares’ is not to be accomplished
through human efforts. We cannot even
look to the so-called Christian nations, for
to this day they have not converted their
weapons of war into implements of peace.
Nevertheless, the fact that the United Na-
tions, and the nations of Christendom in-
dividually, have until now failed to attain
true peace does not mean that the ful-
Ailment of Isaiah’s prophecy is an impos-
sibility. Not man, but the God whose very
existence many nations deny, will bring
about permanent peace in his way.

THE RECORD OF EARLY CHRISTIANS
There is clear evidence that peace is
possible when people recognize the true
God and want to do his will. From the
year 36 C.E. onward non-Jews became a
part of the Christian congregation. They,
along with Christianized Jews, put forth
sincere efforts to lay aside former preju-
dices. They became one people under the
headship of the resurrected Jesus Christ
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and loyally submitted to God’s will. As an
international brotherhood they did not in-
volve themselves with the conflicts of the
nations.

Also later, in the second and third cen-
turies C.E., there were professing Chris-
tians who recognized that there had been
a fulfillment of Isaiah 2:4 in their case.
After quoting the words of Isaiah 2:3, 4,
Justin Martyr wrote: “We who formerly
used to murder one another do not only
now refrain from making war upon our
enemies, but also, that we may not lie nor
deceive our examiners, willingly die con-
fessing Christ.” Similarly, Origen stated:
“We no longer take up ‘sword against na-
tion,” nor do we ‘learn war any more,
having become children of peace, for the
sake of Jesus, who is our leader, instead
of those whom our fathers followed.”

A MODERN EXAMPLE

Even today there is an international
brotherhood of Christians that has dem-
onstrated to the world that it is possible
to preserve peace. On August 1, 1958, at
an international convention in New York
city, this body of Christians, Jehovah’s
Witnesses, went on public record that they
would maintain peace and unity among
themselves. The resolution adopted by the
194,418 persons present at that assembly
read in part: “Figuratively speaking, we
have beaten our swords into plowshares
and our spears into pruning shears and,
although of so many nationalities, we will
not lift up sword against one another
because we are Christian brothers and
members of the one family of God, nei-
ther will we learn to war against one an-
other any more, but we will walk in God’s
paths in peace, unity and brotherly love.”

Although there are more than two and
a half times as many Witnesses today as
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there were back in 1958, they continue
to hold fast to this resolve. This is simply
amazing when we consider that their num-
ber is greater than the population of any
of more than forty independent nations
now in existence—most of which are mem-
bers of the U.N., but none of which have
been able to beat their swords into plow-
shares. This demonstrates forcefully that
peace cannot be gained apart from sub-
mission to God’s commands.

HOW EARTH-WIDE PEACE
WILL.- COME ABOUT

The record the nations have made re-
veals that they do not want to accept
God’s authority. For this reason the Unit-
ed Nations will never be able to bring
lasting peace. That organization is made
up of many nations that openly declare
themselves to be anti-God and of others
that make only a lip profession of trusting
in the Most High. Therefore, the words
of Isaiah 57:21 apply to them: *“There
is no peace,” my God has said, ‘for the
wicked ones.””

In due time those who refuse to sub-
mit to God’s authority will be judged as
having forfeited the opportunity to con-
tinue living on earth. The Most High will
not continue to tolerate men and nations
that threaten peace and security. He will,
as his Word says, “bring to ruin those
ruining the earth.” (Rev. 11:18) This great
act of God will open the way for an era
of earth-wide peace and total disarmament.

Do you desire to see that time? If so,
strive to live as did the early Christians,
learning war no more. Accept the way of
peace that is outlined in God’s Word, the
Bible. Thereby you can show that you
want to submit to God’s authority and
truly desire to see peace brought about
earth wide.
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1 AND of the Free”—Thailand

means just that. Many still remem-
ber this land as “Siam,” extolled in song
as one of those “faraway places™—a pic-
turesque and exotic land that finds much
of its charm in its happy, easygoing peo-
pie. These are proud of their native cul-
ture and of the fact that they have never
suffered long subjection to others, as in
the days of “empire building” when most
neighbor countries became colonies of
Britain or of France.

In the unfriendly world of today, Thai-
land struggles to preserve its traditional
freedoms. But now a new kind of liberty
is being proclaimed there. This includes
not only freedom from oppressive human
authorities, but also freedom from pov-
erty, from sickness and even from death
itself! All these freedoms came into pros-
pect when Jesus told his disciples, “You
will know the truth, and the truth will
set you free.”—John 8:32.

This “truth” is the powerful message
set out in God’s Word, the Bible. However,
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for many years this truth seemed to
make little progress in the “Land of the
Free,” especially among the largely Bud-
dhist population. It was not that these
Buddhists violently opposed the Bible
message, as did the religious Jews who
sought to kill Jesus. (John 8:36, 37) The
Thai Buddhists are by nature tolerant;
they appreciate freedom enough to grant
it to others, especially in matters of re-
ligion. They have a common saying, “All
religions teach people to do good.” So, as
would be expected, there is complete free-
dom to preach Bible truth in Thailand,
and that has already proved to be a bless-
ing to many honest-hearted ones.

Why, then, were early years of the
proclamation of Bible truth in this land
without marked progress? It must be put
down to the environment and background
of this peace-loving people. Through many
centuries they have had little involvement
in the turmoils of the nations. They have
been a nation apart from the great, bus-
tling world. They have been content to
live placidly along their klongs (water-
ways), enjoying the abundance of rice and
other products of the fertile soil. They
have had no expectancy of a Messiah and
no conception of a fatherlike God to whom
they could pray. Their “Lord Buddha,”
as they respectfully call him, neither
taught about God nor denied his existence.
When asked about God they are apt to
reply, in all honesty, “Mai mean-
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ing “I have never thought.” Thailand has
indeed been a [faraway place’ with regard
to Bible truth.

PROCLAIMERS OF LTBERTY
ENTER THAILAND

Have you not thrilled to read of the
faith and endurance of the apostle Paul
and his companions as they carried the
truth to faraway nations? The first
modern-day witnesses of Jehovah to enter
southeast Asia had a similar task. They
were just a handful, but they fanned out
and crisscrossed a huge section of the
Asian continent in their urge to proclaim
the good news. Into Thailand, Indochina,
Burma and across the Burma Road into
China they went. They differed in nation-
ality, appearance and personality, but they
were easily recognized. How so? They all
carried big bags. They needed them. These
were full of books containing Jehovah’s
liberating message—in many languages.
They were all resourceful, too, whether in
providing for their simple needs, in avoid-
ing cholera during epidemics or in getting
a night’s sleep in some bug-infested bed.
They were beaten, robbed and even left
for dead, but they carried on. They were
sealed off, as it were, by strange lan-
guages. But they endured.

First of Jehovah’s Witnesses to come
to Thailand was Claude Goodman of En-
gland, on his way to India in 1931. He
spent just one week in steaming Bangkok,
visiting people in the business section and
leaving much literature in English. Some
five years later, Frank Dewar came from
New Zealand, and he stayed for one year,
witnessing also in English, after which
he was joined by Willi Unglaube from Ger-
many. Next there came an Australian,
Ted Sewell, and another German, Kurt
Gruber, who fled there from Penang to
avoid internment at the outbreak of World
War Il in 1939. But still there was no
progress among the native Thai people,
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nor was there Bible literature available in
the Thai language.

Then it happened! Kurt and Willi, who
were making a preaching “sweep” through
northern Thailand, appeared in Chiang
Mai with their big bags. A book, in En-
glish, fell into the hands of Chomchai, the
young and zealous headmistress of the
Presbyterian Girls’ School in that city. It
was like a match dropping into dry kin-
dling. Out on their bicycles went Chom-
chai and her companions, searching for
those “two Witnesses.” They soon found
them, and following hours of discussion,
they became free from Babylonish doc-
trines, such as the Trinity and hellfire-
torment teachings. A few months later,
a group including Chomchai and the for-
mer headmaster of the Presbyterian Sem-
inary were baptized beside a waterfall.
Chomchai began translating Bible liter-
ature from English into Thai, and until
this day she perseveres at this work.

HARDSHIPS OF WAR YEARS

By 1941, all seemed set for a wider work
of liberation, but by now it was a world
at war. Early that year, the Japanese oc-
cupied Thailand. First the Australian
Witnesses were interned for four years be-
cause their country was at war with Ja-
pan. Later the Germans were arrested
because they were Jehovah’s Witnesses,
and these were outlawed by the AXis
Powers. Willi Unglaube alone remained
free, “underground” in the up-country (of
northern Thailand) and was courageously
supported by new Witnesses in that area.
Some native Thai Witnesses were also ar-
rested, including Chomchai. However, in
spite of the Japanese occupation, Thai of-
ficials took willing action in releasing the
German and Thai Witnesses.

By 1947, lines of communication were
again open, Bible literature was pouring
into the country and the first Thai Watch-
tower magazine appeared—mimeographed
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and only at the rate of 200 copies a month
at first, but how valuable to all those who
could read only Thai! By now there were
65 devoted Witnesses proclaiming the good
news from door to door in the five con-
gregations in the country. However, with
a population of fifteen million, this could
be only a beginning. The book “Let God
Be True” was now on its way in the Thai
language.

TRAINED HELP FROM ‘FAR AWAY'

The faithful roving pioneers (full-time
workers) had done their work of sowing
seed throughout the length and breadth
of the land. But now a different kind of
work was needed. Missionaries from the
Watchtower Bible School of Gilead in the
United States arrived and set the pattern
in conducting Bible studies in the homes
of the people, and as these workers from
far away’ learned the native language
themselves, their work became more ef-
fective. Native Thai “special pioneer”
workers joined them in this service, and
in due course a Kingdom Ministry School,
conducted primarily for the training of
local overseers, served a most useful pur-
pose. Additional missionary workers, na-
tive Filipinos, came directly to Thailand
from their own country and helped to add
new spirit to the work.

Particularly from 1967 on, the procla-
mation of Bible truth has made significant
advances in Thailand. The Witnesses had
been preaching with a purpose, expecting
results, and they were not disappointed.
Over 40,000 Thai books, “Let God Be
True” and From Paradise Lost to Para-
dise Regained, had been scattered far and
wide throughout the country, and now the
foreign and native missionaries were be-
ginning to teach, as well as preach, in
Thai. It is noteworthy, too, that quite a
few of those preaching Bible truth were
now from Buddhist backgrounds. They
had been rewarded because of their ‘seek-
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ing and groping’ after God. (Acts 17:27)
There they were, only one here and one
there—but how precious they were!

NATIVE WITNESSES GET BUSY

One of the first of these to accept Bible
truth was a girl who lived near the Bur-
mese border. She was born a Buddhist,
yet wanted to know about her Creator.
Coming into possession of a Bible and a
booklet in Thai, she was fired by the
message she read and wanted to become
a proclaimer of the truth she was learning.
With her family, she had joined the Pres-
byterian Church, and there she asked to
be trained as a preacher. But she only
met with excuses. Then one day an ear-
nest “special pioneer” Witness appeared
on her doorstep. She had already been
warned that he was a ‘wolf in sheep’
clothing,” but since he talked about the
Bible she just had to listen and take from
him the Thai book Be True.”
He was persistent in calling on her again
and again, and did just what she had
longed for—taught her the Bible and how
to be a proclaimer of the good news. She,
too, became a “pioneer” Witness.

Down in Bangkok, a Thai “pioneer
worker called on a young man who was a
member of atypical hardworking ancestor-
worshiping Chinese family. He, too, was
searching. Once again, the combination of
an honest heart, the book God Be
True” and patient teaching by the Witness
produced results. In spite of violent op-
position from that large family, he too
accepted the liberation call and became a
“pioneer” Witness.

In Phitsanulok, central Thailand, a
sincere man had become an elder and
a preacher in the Presbyterian Church.
There was a rift, and his own church broke
away from the parent body, but he con-
tinued to cycle some fifteen miles (24 ki-
lometers) out there each Sunday to preach.
Jehovah’s Witnesses contacted him and he

647



studied the ti'uth with them. Soon he was
convinced. He continued his weekly cycle
trips, but now to preach Bible truths. The
false religious signs were taken down from
the church building and it became a real
Bible study center. Several other mem-
bers of the church studied with him, and
in due course these also were baptized by
Jehovah’s Witnesses.

A Thai Witness who learned the Bible
message in the Netherlands returned with
her Dutch husband to her native land. She
visited her Buddhist relatives who were
widely scattered over an area to the north
of Phitsanulok. She invited them all to a
family reunion, poured out Bible truths
to them and took them to the congrega-
tion meetings in Phitsanulok. Many began
to show interest, and they took turns at
making the rugged trip to the meetings,
four miles (6 kilometers) being traveled
on foot. Taped talks were sent to them,
including one by the circuit overseer en-
titled “What Jehovah’s Witnesses Be-
lieve.” When “pioneer” Witnesses were at
last able to visit them, the joy they had
on arrival made their fatigue vanish.
These humble people were already offer-
ing prayer at each mealtime, and they
had used tapes extensively in witnessing to
the community. Shortly, the as-yet-unwed
father of the family took his eight chil-
dren with him to the district officer for
the occasion of his legal marriage to their
mother. Both of them came right out of
Babylonish religion and also quit smoking.

Meanwhile the Witness from the Neth-
erlands had sent Bible literature to other
relatives. They also showed interest and
“moved house” so that they could join
the first group. Actually, moving house
was really no problem to them. A few
days’ work with bamboo and leaves, and
a fine new home awaited them!

Some thirty miles (48 kilometers) away,
a young man of Islamic origin had ob-
tained a Thai copy of From Paradise Lost

648

to Paradise Regained. He pored over it in
his isolation. Then he made a trip to
Bangkok to get more Bible literature, and
also for association and training along
with Jehovah’s people. On returning to
his wife and farm he started preaching
with great zeal and boldness in a largely
Buddhist community. This was a wild
gun-toting marijuana-smoking district sit-
uated on the fringe of the law. One of
the “toughs” there, impressed by the calm
behavior of the new Witness when the
Witness was challenged to a fight, be-
came interested. He also quit smoking and
started bearing witness about the truth
to others. As a result, he became a target
of his former “gang” mates. To test him,
they stole his buffaloes, and finally they
shot and killed him. To avoid a violent
“gang” vendetta, the other Witness, his
wife and other interested ones now “moved
house” to join the nearby group of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses. Together, they built a
small Kingdom Hall on a hill and set up
their own homes around it. Now all of
them could have peaceful association to-
gether and turn their attention to liber-
ating still others.

Over the years there have been prob-
lems in reaching this large Buddhist popu-
lation, but perseverance is having its re-
ward. Out of a total of more than 700
zealous Witnesses in Thailand, 213 have
been baptized in the past two years. The
attitude of the common people is changing,
and that soft wall of polite mental resis-
tance is beginning to break down. World
events, even right on Thailand’s doorstep,
are making many doubt whether their
philosophy of Tam Dee Dai Dee (Do Good
—Receive Good) is sufficient in this pres-
ent system of things. Truth—Bible truth
—is encouraging many to take more posi-
tive action in accepting Jehovah’s King-
dom by Christ Jesus, so that they may
really be ‘set free’ with prospect of ever-
lasting blessings on a paradise earth.
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Second thoughts

IMmMORMLITH

IFE is a precious gift of God. In

face of danger people display a de-
sire to remain alive. When someone dies,
surviving loved ones usually cherish a
hope that death has not “ended it all” for
that one.

The Word of God holds out a marvelous
hope for the dead. For example, Jesus
stated: “This is the will of him that sent
me, that | should lose nothing out of all
that he has given me but that | should
resurrect it at the last day. For this is the
will of my Father, that everyone that be-
holds the Son and exercises faith in him
should have everlasting life, and 1 will
resurrect him at the last day.”—John 6:
39, 40.

What happens between the time of a
person’s death and the resurrection “at
the last day”? Have you been led to be-
lieve that, at death, an immortal “soul”
separates from the body, remaining con-
scious and experiencing pleasure or tor-
ment while awaiting reunion with the
body at the resurrection? Millions of per-
sons who once believed such a teaching
have had second thoughts about it. Why?

SOME SECOND THOUGHTS

For centuries noted Bible scholars and
clergymen have seen a conflict between
the doctrine of immortality of the soul and
that of the resurrection. Among them was
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Bible translator William Tyndale, who
said: “In putting departed souls in heav-
en, hell, or purgatory you destroy the
arguments wherewith Christ and Paul
prove the resurrection ... If the soul be
in heaven, tell me what cause is there for
the resurrection?” Tyndale also noted
that the doctrine of immortality of the
soul originated with “the heathen phi-
losophers.”

Similarly, Roman Catholic monsignor
Ray T. Bosler wrote in a newspaper col-
umn that appeared in the fall of 1974:
“The New Testament does not speak of
the immortal soul distinct from the body.

. When the New Testament uses the
word soul it refers to the real self—body
and soul—that enters a new life with the
resurrection. . Our theologians dis-
agree among themselves over just what
the existence of the saints is like until the
final resurrection. . Theologians are
speculating about the unknown here; so
we cannot expect too much help from
them.”

TheJewish Encyclopedia comments:
“The belief that the soul continues its ex-
istence after the dissolution of the body
is a matter of philosophical or theological
speculation rather than of simple faith,
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and is accordingly nowhere expressly
taught in Holy Scripture.”

What is the true Biblical view of the
soul?

THE SOUL—WHAT IS IT? CAN IT DIE?

The first mention of the human soul in
the Bible is at Genesis 2:7, which states:
“And Jehovah God proceeded to form the
man out of dust from the ground and to
blow into his nostrils the breath of life,
and the man came to be a living soul.”
Note, please, that man was not given, but
came to be a living soul. The soul is the
entire person, not an invisible part of him.
Did you know that? Consider some fur-
ther Scriptural statements to the same
effect:

“And Joseph’s sons who were born to him
in Egypt were two souls.” (Gen. 46:27) “Now
in case some soul would present as an offer-
ing a grain offering to Jehovah ... (Lev.
2:1) “In case a soul sins by mistake . .. ”
(Lev. 4:2) “No soul of you must eat blood.”
(Lev. 17:12) “Fear began to fall upon every
soul.” (Acts 2:43) “Now, all together, we
souls in the boat were about two hundred and
seventy-six.”—Acts 27:37.

This too has been recognized for cen-
turies by noted Bible scholars. For in-
stance, Martin Luther wrote concerning
the word for soul in Biblical Hebrew: “It
refers not only to a part of man, as we
Germans speak of the soul, but it refers
to the whole man as he exists with his
five senses and as he maintains himself
with meat and drink.” Luther placed the
doctrine of immortality of the soul among
the “endless monstrous fictions in the Ro-
man [Catholic] rubbish heap of decretals.”

More recently, theologian Karl Barth
remarked in a radio interview: “Never
lose sight of the fact that the Bible . . .
depicts man in his unity, in his entirety,
his soul, that is personal life, which can
be distinguished from his body, but not
separated from it, just as the body can be
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distinguished from his soul but not sepa-
rated from it.”

Does that mean that when a person dies
the soul dies? The Bible repeatedly men*
tions souls dying or being destroyed. To
illustrate: “lI must destroy that soul from
among his people.” (Lev. 23:30) “Every*
one who has killed a soul. ..” (Num. 31:
19) “Then Jesus said to them: ‘I ask you
men, Is it lawful on the sabbath ... to save
or to destroy a soul?’ ”—Luke 6:9.

What is the condition of a soul that has
been Killed or destroyed? Note the patri-
arch Job’s description of what would have
happened to him if he had died at birth:
“For by now I should have lain down that
1 might be undisturbed; 1 should have
slept then; | should be at rest” (Job 3:
13) As far as Job was concerned, the dead
were undisturbed, asleep. In agreement
with this the Scriptures further state:
“As for the dead, they are conscious of
nothing at all.”—Eccl. 9:5; John 11:11-
13; Acts 7:60; 1 Cor. 15:6, 18, 20, 51;
2 Pet. 3:4.

THE sour, ‘GOING' AND ‘COMING’
—IN WHAT SENSE?

When describing the death of Jacob’s
wife Rachel, the Bible relates: "Ashersoul
was going out (because she died) she
called [her newborn son’s] name Ben-
oni.” (Gen. 35:18) And with regard to
the prophet Elijah’s restoring to life the
son of a certain widow, we read: “Finally
Jehovah listened to Elijah’s voice, so that
the soul of the child came back within
him and he came to life.”—1 Ki. 17:22.

What is meant by the soul’s “going out”
and ‘coming back’ in these cases? This
becomes clear from the translation of
1 Kings 17:22 in the New American
Standard Bible: “And the Lord heard the
voice of Elijah, and the life of the child
returned to him and he revived.” When
persons die, their life as human souls ebbs
away. It was life, not a conscious sub-
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stance, that returned to the boy’s body
cells. Thus Elijah said to the lad’s mother:
“See,
his body] is alive.”—1 Ki. 17:23.

IS THEBE LIFE IN SHEOL/HADES?

Some have been puzzled about the fol-
lowing statement concerning “the king of
Babylon”: “Hell
beneath is moved for thee to meet thee
at thy coming: it hath raised up
from their thrones all the kings of the
nations. All they shall speak and say unto
thee, Art thou also become weak as we?
art thou become like unto us? Thy pomp
is brought down to the grave
Hebrew], and the noise of thy viols: the
worm is spread under thee, and the worms
cover thee.” (Isa. 14:9-11, Authorized
Version) What is the meaning of those
verses?

Note that verse 4 of the same chapter
introduces this account as a “proverb”
(mashed®, “proverbial saying,” Hebrew;
ya-ra'bo-la, “a parable,” Latin Vulgate).
Poetic language here represents inanimate
things as speaking. Verse 8 furnishes a
further example: “Yea, the fir trees re-
joice at thee, and the cedars of Lebanon,
saying, Since thou art laid down, no feller
is come up against us.”—Compare Judges
9:8-15.

Surely the Word of God is not suggest-
ing that literal fir trees and cedars can
rejoice and converse with one another.
Nor is the understanding intended that
souls of the dead are conscious in hell and
seated on thrones. This account is simply
a poetic prediction of the fall of the royal
dynasty of Babylon as a world power.

Did you notice that the Authorized
Version rendered the Hebrew word she-ohl*
as “hell” at verse 9, but as “the grave”
at verse 11? The Bible commentary edited
by Schaff-Lange says:
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yourson [the whole person, not j

“The use of the word belongs predomi-
nantly to the poetic language of the Old
L&;stament .. . Sheol appears as the aggre-

te of all graves. Who could venture to
deny this aspect of the matter, at least for
the 31st and 32d chapters of Ezekiel? It is
the universal grave, which calls down to it-
self all earthly life, how high soever it may
have reached.”

[she-dHeb&iwiildrota the parable set out above is

the one at Luke 16:1931". Here Jesus de-
scribes ‘a certain rich man’ as undergoing
fiery torment in hct'des (the Greek equiva”
lent of she-ohl")f while “a certain beggar
named Lazarus” receives blessings in ‘the
bosom of Abraham/ But once again there
is no mention of souls suffering after phys-
ical death. This too is a parable; and, ac-
cording to the context, the rich man de-
picts religious leaders of the Jews back
there, whereas Lazarus represents the
common people who accepted Jesus Christ.
After Jesus” death, both of these classes
underwent experiences that corresponded
to the figurative language of Jesus.*

“THE FIRE THAT CANNOT BE PUT OUT"

What, though, did Jesus mean when he
mentioned “the fiery Gehenna"? (Matt.
5:22, rendered “hell fire" in AV) An ex-
ample of Jesus” teaching about Gehenna
is found at Mark 9:4348".

“And if ever your hand makes you stumble,
cut it off; it is finer for you to enter into
life maimed than with two hands to go off
into Gehenna, into the fire that cannot be
put out. And if your foot makes you stumble,
cut it off; it is finer for you to enter into life
lame than with two feet to be pitched into
Gehenna. And if your eye makes you stum-
ble, throw it away; it is finer for you to enter
one-eyed into the kingdom of God than with
two eyes to be pitched into Gehenna, where
their maggot does not die and the fire is not
put out.”

Was Jesus here sanctioning popular
Jewish views of a condition of fiery tor-

* See the_book Is This Life All There Isf, chapter 12
(p. 98) entitled “A Rich Man in Hades.”
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ment after death? Actually, there was no
established view among Jews of that pe-
riod with regard to the condition of the
dead. Notes A Rabbinic Anthology com-
piled by Jewish scholars Claude Monte-
fiore and Herbert Loewe:

“And, again, there is another confusion:
for, according to one doctrine, when you die,
you sleep till you ‘rise’ again at the general
resurrection and for the last Judgment. Ac-
cording to another doctrine, when you die,
you may, if you are righteous or repentant
(and more especially if you are an Israelite),
straightway enjoy in happy blessedness the
life of the blessed world to come, and if you
are wicked and an idolater and an enemy of
Israel, you may, when you die, go straight-
way to hell. . .. Or, again, at the end of a
period in hell, you may be annihilated. Or,
again, you may be annihilated at your earth-
ly death. Passages which imply or express
all these various bizarre conceptions and
confusions abound, and there is no one ac-
cepted theory or conception.”

Did you notice that Jewish views about
the condition of the dead included “sleep”
until the resurrection, as well as possible
‘annihilation’? Evidently annihilation is
what Jesus had in mind by Gehenna, for
on a later occasion he urged his disciples:
“Do not become fearful of those who Kkill
the body but cannot Kill the soul; but rath-
er be in fear of him that can destroy both

soul and body in Gehenna.”—Matt. 10:28.
But if this is true, why did Jesus asso-

INCOMING ISSUES

* ‘Glorious Good News
from the Happy God.’

1 Found Something Worth
Fighting For.

mHold On-
The Promise
Nears Fulfillment.
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date “fire” with Gehenna? Some back-
ground information is provided in

New Bible Commentary (1965): “Gehen-
na was the Hellenized form of the name
of the valley of Hinnom at Jerusalem in
which fires were kept constantly burning
to consume the refuse of the city. This is
a powerful picture of final destruction.”
Scriptural references to Gehenna, there-
fore, furnish no basis for the doctrine of
eternal conscious torment in hellfire.

“A FULLY PLATONIC POSITION”

If the Bible never mentions immortal
souls leaving bodies at death, where did
such an idea originate? Theologians bor-
rowed it from the thinking of the Greek
philosopher Plato, who, in turn, adopted
it from pagan mystery religions that orig-
inated in ancient Babylon. Plato wrote:
“Do we believe that there is such a thing
as death? ... Is it not the separation of
soul and body? And to be dead is the com-
pletion of this; when the soul exists in
herself, and is released from the body and
the body is released from the soul, what
is this but death?” (
serves The Encyclopedia of Philosophy
(1967):

“Everyone who maintains that the mind
or the soul is a substance, in the sense that
it could significantly be said to exist alone
and disembodied, is thereby Platonizing, and
everyone who identifies this putative sub-

stantial mind or soul as the real or true
person is adopting a fully Platonic position.”

As to the extent that Greek philosophy
has influenced Christendom, Professor
Douglas T. Holden declares in his book
Death Shall Have No Dominion:

“Christian theology has become so fused
with Greek philosophy that it has reared

individuals who are a mixture of nine

parts Greek thought to one part Christian
thought.”

According to the Bible, the human soul
is the person himself. When an individual
dies, therefore, the soul dies. (Ezek. 18:
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4, 20) The dead are unconscious, unaware
of either pleasure or pain as they await
restoration to life by means of a resur-
rection. (Eccl. 9:5, 10; Ps. 146:4; Acts
24:15) The popular religious teaching of

e

ttHPHE righteous one is caring for the

JL soul of his domestic animal, but
the mercies ofthe wicked ones
says the proverb.—Prov. 12:10.

The righteous man has respect for all
of God’s creation. He also knows that ani-
mals were created for man’s service and
pleasure, and hence are to be treated as
friends of humankind. Man’s sinfulness,
cruelty and the environmental unbalance
he has brought about have made a small
percentage of the animals vicious or, as
sometimes termed, pests. But a righteous
man seeks to know the needs and feelings
of the animals, especially his domestic ani-
mals, caring for their life as a valuable
property. This does not mean that he be-
lieves that they have the thoughts and
feelings of humans, but that they deserve
kind treatment.

Under the Mosaic law animals were pro-
tected from cruel treatment and were con-
sidered even in the sabbath laws, being
allowed to eat what grew of itself in the
farmer’s field during the sabbath year.
(Lev. 25:6, 7) A bull was not to be muz-
zled so that it could not eat some of the
grain that it was expending its energy in
threshing. (Deut. 25:4) A man finding a
bird’s nest might take the eggs or the
young ones but he could not also take
the mother, thus wiping out the entire
family, ending the family line. (Deut.
22:6, 7) Also showing that Jehovah does
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immortality of the soul came, not from the
Word of God, but from Greek philosophy.
In view of this, should not you too have
second thoughts about immortality of the
soul?

not forget the animals, he made specific
mention of them to Jonah when Nineveh
anasrireldanger of destruction. He said to
Jonah: “Ought I not to feel sorry for Nine-
veh the great city, in which there exist
more than one hundred and twenty thou-
sand men who do not at all know the dif-
ference between their right hand and their

left, besides manydomestic
—Jonah 4:11.
The SeptuagintVersion renders the lat-

ter part of this proverb: “The bowels of
the ungodly are unmerciful.” The “bowels”
as representing the deepest emotions of
sympathy and compassion are, in the wick-
ed one, unfeeling, cruel. He exhibits what
might be termed a “compassionless com-
passion” such as is often seen among hu-
mans in gestures and speech that lack true
feeling or actual results. The best of the
wicked person’s compassion or mercy is
actually a cruelty, based on selfish motives
or principles. As an example, we have seen
wicked dictators who destroy their best
friends and supporters, sacrificing them,
as it were, to hold on to or increase their
own power. Or, under a pretense of pro-
tecting the people or the state, they will
attack the most law-abiding people in their
nation (the true Christians residing there
in a neutral and peaceful way), in order
to have a “scapegoat” or to please certain
influential religious or political elements,
or even their own ego. This they do in
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spite of the fact that they know that these
Christians are no threat to the peace or
security of the state. Such was the atti-
tude of the Pharisees toward Jesus and the

than for one who ‘has heart™—is wasted,
thrown away.

ONLY BY GOD’S UNDESERVED

common people.—John 11:4712:9,10 507 KINDNESS DO THE RIGHTEOUS LIVE

7:49.

A VALUABLE PRICE WASTED

"Proverbs 11:31 states: “Look! The righ-
teous one—
ed. How much more should the wicked

“Whyis it that there is in the hand of one and the sinner be!"

a stupid one the price to acquire
when he has no heart?”—Prov. 17:16.

The “stupid one” here referred to is not
a person who is merely uneducated or ig-
norant, but one who does not have a con-
sciousness of his spiritual need. “Heart,”
right motive, love of true wisdom, a seek-
ing for true understanding, are necessary
to the acquiring of wisdom. All persons
have, in a sense, the “price” to acquire
wisdom, for God gives generously to all.
“He makes his sun rise upon wicked peo-
pie and good and makes it rain upon righ-
teous people and unrighteous.” (Matt. 5:
45) The *“price” is not money, but the
things that God has given or set before all
—a mind with which to think, senses to
take in information, and access to truewis-
dom. The person has, basically, the creation
to look at, the things created making
known the invisible qualities of God. (Rom.
1:18-20) Also, he may have good parents,
or true friends, or others who bring wis-
dom from God to his attention.

But the stupid one has no heart for
understanding. His mind is on his own
affairs, things that are not truly vital.
With similar meaning, Proverbs 17:24
says: “Wisdom is before the face of the
understanding one, but the eyes of the
stupid one are at the extremity of the
earth.” The stupid one’s mind is fluttering
about fitfully from one thing to another
and the thing of least importance is what
interests him. So the “price”—the facili-
ties, the ability and the opportunities he
has, which may at times amount to more
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The expression “Look!” calls attention
to an important truth which must be con-
sidered. As Solomon declares, at Ecclesi-
astes 7:20: “There is no man righteous in
the earth that keeps doing good and does
not sin.” No one in himself is deserving,
but God’s undeserved kindness is with
those sincerely serving him. (1 Pet. 3:12)
The righteous person, therefore, makes
effort to do right, but sometimes stumbles,
and the principle, “whatever a man is sow-
ing, this he will also reap,” applies. (Gal.
6:7) The righteous one will receive the
“reward” of his mistakes in the form of
discipline, which helps him to readjust
himself so as to stay on the road to life.
Since this receiving of a “reward” for un-
intentional errors is true with the righ-
teous, the wicked person who deliberately
chooses the bad way and has no repen-
tance or makes no effort to turn to the
way of righteousness certainly deserves
more severe punishment and will be ‘re-
warded’ for his badness. The
translation renders this proverb as follows:
“If the righteous scarcely be saved, where
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?”
The apostle Peter evidently quoted from
the Septuagint at 1 Peter 4:17, 18. There
Peter is speaking about God’s judgment
as beginning with the house of God, and
he says: “Now if it starts first with us,
what will the end be of those who are not
obedient to the good news of God? ‘And
if the righteous man is being saved with
difficulty, where will the ungodly man and
the sinner make a showing?’”
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Insight on the News

< Rules governing the use of the American

flag have been revised for the first time in

thirty-four years. The new

legislation affects when the

The Flag flag may be displayed and

— “A Living its authorized location on

Thing?” automobiles; it also deletes

the hand-over-heart salute

requirement for women. The

revised code also adds: “The flag represents

a living country and is itself considered a
living thing.”

If the flag is officially considered to be “a
living thing,” can it be said that Christians
who respectfully decline to join in the flag
ceremony are unreasonable in citing as their
basis the Bible’s command to “flee from idol-
atry”? (1 Cor. 10:14) Author Whitney Smith,
director of the Flag Research Center and con-
sidered America’s top expert on flags, advo-
cates flying and saluting the flag. Yet even he
recently admitted that “we’ve turned the flag
into a civil religion.”

Certainly where there is religious freedom,
people whose conscience does not allow them
to join in the rituals of the “civil religion” are
not to be criticized. As the U.S. Supreme Court
stated in 1943: “The refusal of these persons
to participate in the ceremony does not inter-
fere with or deny rights of others to do so.
Nor is there any question in this case that their
behavior is peaceable and orderly.”

e “Day Innocence Ended” was the headline
of a recent editorial in Panama’s “Star and
Herald” newspaper. It point-
ed to August 4, 1914, as the

“Haunted day that “began the first

by a holocaust [World War 1] of

‘Why?’ " this century,” noting that “a

half century of peace and

progress, of tolerance, in a
word, of civilization, ended on that day in
1914.”

“None, save the dwindling ranks of those
who lived in the sunshine of the pre-1914
world,” declared the editorial, “can strike the
sad contrast between those days and these.”
And it raised the revealing question: “Al-
though the facts have been raked over a
thousand times and more, men still probe the
wounds, haunted by a ‘Why?’ whose answer
eludes them.”
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But the answer as to why 1914 marked such
a turning point in history does not elude those
who consider the Bible’s prophecies about the
“conclusion of the system of things.” Jesus
foretold that “nation [rising] against nation
and kingdom against kingdom” would mark
“a beginning of pangs of distress” for the
world. He also forecast that this would be
followed by many other things that charac-
terize our generation, such as the “increasing
of lawlessness” that causes “the love of the
greater number [to] cool off.” Certainly Chris-
tians need not be “haunted by a ‘Why?'”
regarding the notable change since 1914.
— Matt. 24:3, 7, 8, 12.

e When the deadly flash flood struck Colo-
rado’s Big Thompson Canyon last summer, if
is estimated that at least 150
persons were killed. One rea-

“It Can’f son for the high death toll.
Happen according to the local sheriff,
to Us” was that “we had trouble

convincing them that the river

was even coming up.” He
said that “they’d want to know if it was going
to be up to here or here,” holding his hand
first at leg and then at hip level to indicate
water depth. “The problem is that there wasn’t
time to convince the people, to get the urgency
across to them.”

Authorities noted that the canyon was
crowded with “flatland tourists” who had no
idea what flash floods can do. But there were
also many others who had built homes and
cabins there, believing “It can’t happen to
us,” though they had been warned of the
ever-present danger.

A similar situation confronts mankind since
the pivotal year of 1914. The fulfillment of
Bible prophecy since then proves that a flash
flood of destruction will soon end the present
system of things. Jehovah’s Christian witnesses
have been warning people earth wide of this.
But, as forecast in the Bible, the response is
often similar to that of the Colorado flood
victims. “In the last days there will come ridi-
culers . . . saying: ‘Where is this promised
presence of his? Why, from the day our fore-
fathers fell asleep in death, all things are con-
tinuing exactly as from creation’s beginning.' ”
— 2 Pet. 3:3, 4; see also Matthew 24:3-44.
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ACTION

“Upon us the spirit is poured out from on high.

—lsa. 32:15.

'"HERE is now urgent need for holy
spirit to be in action. This spirit has
its source in Jehovah, the Most Holy God.
It is the invisible active force that he puts
in operation according to his holy will.
But why is activity of holy spirit needed
especially today in behalf of lovers of what
is righteous, good and holy? It is because
of what now confronts them.
2Today an extraordinary “wild beast,”
a “false prophet” and a “dragon” domi-
nate the earthly scene. The influence of
this fear-inspiring trio reaches high up,
even to the world’s political rulers, “the
kings of the entire inhabited earth.” (Rev.
16:13, 14) This creates a grave danger
for us common people, for the way in
which our governmental rulers go affects
us little people to a large degree. Yet, in
spite of what our political rulers do, can
we individually take a personal stand re-
garding the “wild beast,” the “false proph-
et” and the “dragon”? To what extent

1. Why is there now urgent need for holy spirit to be
in action for lovers of righteousness?

2. What fear-inspiring trio dominates the earthly scene
today, and what questions can we ask about the effect
of this on us?
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shall we let ourselves be
influenced by these—on-
ly to our injury? What
is our defense?

3The “wild beast” is
on the loose world wide!
This vicious creature is
supported by the fiery-
red “dragon.” It is not a
mere wild animal that
has emerged from the
dense forest of Brazil or
from the jungle of some
central African land. It
is a kind of creature that
has power, authority
and even a throne. So
it exercises rulership,
not in the animal king-
dom, but rulership in the political field.
In this behalf, it has an intelligence like
that of seven heads. It has a formidable
power of aggression and of defense, like
that of ten horns upon seven heads. That
is why, in the prophetic book of Revela-
tion or Apocalypse, it is described as a
wild beast with seven heads and ten horns.
It has won the admiration of patriotic
people everywhere. They think that this
symbolic wild beast of seven heads and
ten horns is unconquerable. These ad-
miring worshipers raise the challenging
question: “Who is like the wild beast,
and who can do battle with it?”—Rev. 13:
1-4.

*All along, we common people have seen
this “wild beast” in action, but, before
now, have any of us identified it? Have
any of us figured out why it is pictured
the way in which it is in the book of Reve-
lation? This “wild beast” is with us today,
and frightened people wonder for how
much longer it will be with us. The in-
3. How does Revelation, chapter thirteen, describe this
“wild beast,” and what question do its admirers raise

about it?
4. How much longer will this “wild beast” be with us?
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spired Bible answers that it will be with
mankind down to the last, until it meets
the one that can “do battle with it” and
destroy it. Then it will be idolized no more.
5This “wild beast” is a symbolic one,
like the four wild beasts pictured in the
prophecy of Daniel, chapter seven. Those
four symbolized certain human govern-
ments, empires, political world powers,
such as the Babylonian Empire, the Medo-
Persian Empire, the Grecian Empire, and
the Roman Empire, with something added
to picture the modern-day Anglo-American
dual world power. But what does the “wild
beast” of Revelation, chapters thirteen
through nineteen, symbolize ?Human polit-
ical rule as a whole, on a global scale. Al-
though controlling the whole world, it is
not a federation of all national
governments with a central
world capital. It is made up of
many political parts, which
have been dominated through-
out millenniums of time by a
succession of seven world pow-
ers. On top of that, it has been
dominated by the superhuman
fiery-red “dragon.”

6 Earthly government of all man-
kind today is of human source.
Hence, Revelation 13:1 pictures
it as “ascending out of the sea.”

It has ascended out of the vast “sea” of

humanity, which is just as restless as the
literal sea, and dissatisfied, because it re-
fuses to be subject to the
rulership of the Creator
of heaven and earth.
(Isa. 57:20, 21) The rul-
ership to which it sub-

5..What does that “wild beast”
with seven heads symbolize, and
by what of a supérhuman kind
is it _controlled?

6. (@) In what does earthly
government of today have ifs

Source? (b) To what rulership
does such government subject
itself?
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jects itself is that of the superhuman
fiery-red *“dragon.” This explains why
Revelation 13:2 informs us that “the drag-
on gave to the [wild] beast its power and
its throne and great authority.” There is
no mystery as to whom the “dragon” sym-
bolizes. Revelation, chapter twelve, verse
nine, plainly says that the “dragon” is the
“original serpent, the one called Devil and
Satan, who is misleading the entire in-
habited earth.” Satan the “dragon” is not
alone in ruling all the political govern-
ments of the earth. He has legions of an-
gels, superhuman spirits like himself, and
these demons fight on the ‘dragon's’ side
over the issue of universal sovereignty.

657



7The Christian apostle Paul calls Satan
“the god of this system of things.” (2 Cor.
4:4) Like a god, this “dragon” has a
prophet on the earth. What kind of proph-
et? A “false prophet,” for he acts as the
mouthpiece of the “dragon” that is “mis-
leading the entire inhabited earth.” (Rev.
12:9) Logically, then, his prophesying
must be misleading and, consequently,
“false.” Are we today being misled by
him?

8Let us not make the mistake of think-
ing that this *“false prophet” is an indi-
vidual man. He is, in fact, a composite fig-
ure, a political system that stands out
from all other governments. So much has
this been the case that the *“wild beast”
has recognized the “false prophet” to be
the dominant political entity of the day.
And why not? Because it became the great-
est world power of all human history ac-
cording to Bible prophecy. So it has been
allowed to speak as the representative for
the whole “wild beast.”

9Particularly for the past two centuries
this Anglo-American “prophet” has let its
voice be heard with an authority that has
not yet been overthrown. As the seventh
world power referred to in Bible prophecy,
this British-American dual world power
has performed “signs” with which to im-
press all the peoples and to mislead them
away from subjection to the Creator of
heaven and earth. It has been the chief
proponent and backer of the present-day
United Nations organization for ensuring
the peace and security of the world. (Rev.
19:20) The British-American political
combination ranks among the first nuclear-
powered military forces on earth. Trust-
ing in its own strength, it does not proph-

7. Like a god, the “dragon” has what as a mouthpiece
on earth?

8. Why has the “false prophet” been allowed to sg)eak
as the representative for the whole “wild beast”

9. With what authority has the “false prophet” spoken
till now, and in what way have its prophesyings been
misleading?
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esy in favor of rulership of all the earth
by the Creator, Jehovah God.

“THREE FOUL SPIRITS FROGS”

In the face of the foregoing facts, can
we truthfully say that this twentieth-
century world scene is dominated by the
symbolic “wild beast,” “false prophet” and
“dragon”? Yes! Hence, we all need to be
warned about that God-defying trio, for
it is bent on bringing about destruction of
all mankind. How? Not by a nuclear third
world war, but by a universal war at what
the Bible calls Har-Magedon. The Bible’s
last book, Revelation, gives all people such
a warning. Even though this book uses
picture language, it is very clear and un-
derstandable as to the disastrous outcome
of such a universal war for all mankind.
As we read Revelation 16:13-16, we can
see at what the warning, given in picture
language, is driving. In The New English
Bible the verses read:

1 *“Then I saw coming from the mouth
of the dragon, the mouth of the beast, and
the mouth of the false prophet, three foul
spirits like frogs. These spirits were dev-
ils, with power to work miracles. They
were sent out to muster all the kings of
the world for the great day of battle of
God the sovereign Lord. ... So they as-
sembled the kings at the place called in
Hebrew Armageddon.”

2The “foul spirits” that hop “like frogs”
out of the mouths of the dragon, wild
beast and false prophet are not literal spir-
it creatures such as devils or demons. Since
they come out of three mouths, they pic-
ture propaganda, in this case propaganda
as foul as frogs that puff themselves up
and make a dismal croaking sound. The
propaganda is forceful, with a driving or
10, 11. éa) Because of what threat to all mankind do
we need to be warned regarding that now dominant
trio of “dragon,” “wild beast” and “false prophet”?
{8) (EPWhat "veslly Care those. hres. roglikd Spirts
that come out fromy the mouths of “drag%n," “\r/JviId
beast” and *“false Iprophet"? (b) To what are such
spirits” leading all mankind?
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persuasive power. Accordingly, the New
World Translation of the Holy Scriptures
says: “They are, in fact, expressions in-
spired by demons.” They are “unclean in-
spired expressions” that come out of the
mouths of the dragon, wild beast and false
prophet. To what are those forceful ex-
pressions leading the rulers of the people?
To no other eventuality but “the war of
the great day of God the Almighty” at
Har-Magedon. Yes, they are leading to
war, not a war between man and man as
in a nuclear third world war, but a war
between man and God. Is this not some-
thing of the most serious kind? Indeed
it is!

13The march to the battleground of Har-
Magedon is on! Is the foul, unclean propa-
ganda persuading us individually to march
with the *“kings of the entire inhabited
earth”? Are we going to let ourselves be
propagandized into fighting against God
the Almighty? If we personally do not
want to do this, then how can we success-
fully resist the driving force of the “un-
clean inspired expressions” that issue from
the dragon, wild beast and false prophet?
We can do so only by the help of the coun-
teractive force of the Almighty God’s holy
spirit. This is a far superior force, not
foul, not unclean, but holy. In Revelation
4:5, its effectiveness is pictured as being
sevenfold, like the seven lamps that sym-
bolized “the seven spirits of God.” The
spirit of God is his holy invisible active
force. If we are enlightened and strength-
ened by it, we can overpower the driving
force of the three unclean “spirits of de-
mons,” or “expressions inspired by de-
mons.”—Rev. 16:14, American Standard
Version; NW.

14Here, likely, someone might exclaim

13. If we do not want to march along to Har-Magedon,
we need the help of what, and why so?

14, 15. (a) What would_ be more terrif}/ingg1 than our
meeting, ‘unarmed, a literal wild beast, dragon and
false prophet, together? (b) In what way can a moun-
tain of opposition be made’like a level land?
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in dismay: ‘Why, such a thing would mean
my taking a stand against the whole
world. That is frightening!” Yes, to a per-
son without the spirit of God, it would
indeed be so. What if we were to face,
unarmed, a literal wild beast and a fiery-
red dragon along with a false prophet, all
at one time? Would that not be terrifying?
Yes! But what about our standing up
against the larger things symbolized by
the wild beast and fiery-red dragon and
the false prophet? Certainly it ought to be
far more terrifying to stand up against a
beastlike worldwide system of political
rule and a nuclear-powered “false proph-
et” and their superhuman controller, the
great Dragon, Satan the Devil! Could a
mere human do this without adequate pro-
tection? In our own strength we could
never hold firm against the propaganda
and pressure from such mighty sources
and keep refusing to compromise so as
never to be a sharer with them. That triple
combination, involving heaven and earth,
looms up like a lofty mountain in our
pathway. How can we ever surmount it?

B  If we have God the Almighty with
we can cope with the pressure and oppo-
sition of the whole world. Nineteen cen-
turies ago the Christian apostle Paul met
a martyr’s death at the claws of the po-
litical “wild beast,” and yet he fearlessly
said: “If God is for us, who will be against
us?” (Rom. 8:31) Hence, what may seem
like an insurmountable mountain of oppo-
sition to us the Almighty God can make
like a level piece of land. That is what He
said to the governor of ancient Jerusalem,
whom He commissioned to rebuild the
temple in that city. To encourage the gov-
ernor, Zerubbabel, to go ahead despite the
mountainous opposition from worldly out-
siders, God said to him: * ‘Not by a mill-
tary force, nor by power, but by my spirit,’
Jehovah of armies has said.”—Zech. 4:6.
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16In the sixth century before our Com-
mon Era, the governor of Jerusalem put
the spirit of God to the test by acting ac-
cording to his commission from God. For
proving God to be true, he had the joy
of seeing the temple completed in the year
515 B.C.E. and of inaugurating it. (Zech.
4:8-10) Likewise, today our faith in the
spirit of God is being put to the test, for
we face opposition from the triple alliance
of the “wild beast,” the “false prophet,”
and the “dragon.” We are obliged to put
God’s spirit to the test, in order to keep
on worshiping Jehovah as God at his spiri-
tual temple and to stay separate and dis-
tinct from the world. If we do so, we are
bound to be on the victorious side during
the “war of the great day of God the Al-
mighty” at Har-Magedon.

SPIRIT POURED OUT FROM ON HIGH

17Jehovah, the Source of holy spirit,
has not failed his worshipers in this criti-
cal “time of the end,” in which we have
been since the World War year of 1914,
Faithfully he has put holy spirit in action
in behalf of his dedicated, baptized people.
He foretold that he would do so. World
War | of 1914-1918 C.E. was marked by
worldwide hardship and a desolating per-
secution upon these conscientious students
and proclaimers of God’s written Word,
the Holy Bible. That God was wise and
correct in letting such a disciplinary trial
come upon them, we do not question for
a moment. It was even foreshadowed by
what befell the ancient kingdom of Judah
with its capital at Jerusalem. In chapter
thirty-two of lIsaiah’s prophecy, Jehovah
described the lamentable devastation that
was to come upon his delinquent people

16. As in Governor Zerubbabel’s case, what are we
obliged to put to the test if we want to be on the
winning side at Har-Magedon?

17, 18. (a) As respects the spirit, how did Jehovah not
faill his ‘people after their desolating experience in

World ar 1? (b) How did Jehovah indicate this
beforehand in Isaiah 32:12167?
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and what would follow when they repented
and turned back to Him. He said:

18“Beat yourselves upon the breasts in
lamentation over the desirable fields, over
the fruit-bearing vine. [Why?] Upon the
ground of my people merely thorns, spiny
bushes come up, for they are upon all the
houses of exultation, yes, the highly elated
town [Jerusalem]. For the dwelling tower
itself has been forsaken, the very hubbub
of the city has been abandoned; [the emi-
nence] Ophel and the watchtower them-
selves have become bare fields, for time
indefinite the exultation of zebras, the
pasture of droves; until upon us the spirit
is poured out from on high, and the wilder-
ness will have become an orchard, and the
orchard itself is accounted as a real for-
est. And in the wilderness justice will cer-
tainly reside, and in the orchard righteous-
ness itself will dwell.”—Isa. 32:12-16.

19Can we today identify the national ca-
lamity that the prophet lIsaiah here de-
scribed more than a century in advance?
Ah, yes, it was the desolating of the land
of the kingdom of Judah for seventy years,
during which time the deported Israelites
were kept as exiles in the pagan land of
Babylon. They were the survivors of the
shocking destruction of the holy city of Je-
rusalem and its temple by the Babylonians
in 607 B.C.E. That must certainly have
been a dispiriting experience for those sur-
vivors to go through. As they languished
in an idolatrous country, Jehovah’s tern-
pie of worship lay in ruins, Jerusalem was
a dead city without any hubbub, and their
once productive land was a thornbush-
infested wilderness, and a playground for
wild zebras, without molestation by man.

DIn defiance of Jehovah God, idol-
worshiping Babylon held the Israelite ex-

19. What was the national calamity to which Isaiah
was there referring?

20. (a) How did ancient Babylon misjudge
as a prison keeper of Jehovah’s peo[ple.
strength of what did the repentant [s
with ‘what effect on their homeland?
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iles as in a prison. As the Third World
Power on the ancient world stage, she felt
strong enough to keep the desolated land
of Judah from ever again being occupied
by the worshipers of the rival God, Jeho-
vah. She did not believe that Jehovah could
raise up the Persian conqueror, Cyrus,
whom he had named long before. At the
time due, this conqueror appeared on the
scene. Just as had been foretold, Cyrus
broke the merciless prison keeper’s power
and released the Israelite prisoners. Thus,
in 539 B.C.E., the desolator of the earthly
estate of Jehovah’s people was toppled
from the high position of World Power.
Then Jehovah’s spirit was poured out from
on high upon the repentant Israelite ex-
iles in 537 B.C.E. In the strength and un-
der the guidance of that active force from
the Most High God, the repentant Israel-
ite remnant left Babylon and trekked
back to their desolate homeland to rebuild
Jerusalem and its holy temple. Their re-
occupied land gradually lost its desolate
appearance as they converted it into a
most fruitful land, the beauty of which ap-
proached that of Paradise, the Garden of
Eden.

2LlHowever, did that event of more than
2,500 years ago provide all the fulfillment
that there was to be to that prophecy of
Isaiah, chapter thirty-two? No! What
there was of fulfillment back there was
just a miniature fulfillment to illustrate a
future full-scale fulfillment during our own
twentieth century. This major and final
fulfillment has now come upon those who
are today the approved people of the same
God, Jehovah.

2Since the year 1931 C.E., these re-
stored Christians have been known as Je-

21. How does that event back there figure as to the
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy, chapter thirty-two?
22. During World War 1, what kind of weapons were
used in warrmgn upon, Jehovah’s Christian witnesses,
and why were the nations wrathful against them?
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hovah’s Witnesses. But years before that,
there was that spiritual calamity that be-
fell them during World War 1. Simulta-
neously with that gory war with death-
dealing weapons, a war was waged upon
them by the symbolic “wild beast” that
had received its power and throne and
great authority from the “dragon,” Satan
the Devil. However, this war was carried
on without lethal weapons, for the at-
tacked Christian Bible Students were a
harmless, unarmed people. Instead, politi-
cal and judicial weapons were put to use,
even to the imprisonment of peaceable,
innocent Christians. (Rev. 13:3-7) The
war-inclined nations, who make up the
symbolic “wild beast,” were moved to
wrath because these Christian witnesses of
Jehovah were proclaiming his kingdom by
Christ to be the only rightful rule for all
the earth now, forasmuch as the appointed
“times of the Gentiles” had ended in early
autumn of the year 1914 C.E.—Luke 21:
24, Authorized Version; Rev. 11:15-18.
23The wrathful nations were egged on
by the religious leaders who belonged to
Babylon the Great, the world empire of
false religion that has its roots in ancient
Babylon. In that religious empire Chris-
tendom took the lead in stirring the na-
tions to act and to persecute the small
remnant of spiritual Israelites. Being a
harmless, unarmed minority, the remnant
was overpowered by the triple alliance of
the “wild beast,” the “false prophet” and
the “dragon.” This powerful trio combined
forces in bringing the remnant of King-
dom proclaimers into bondage to Babylon
the Great. What now followed and how
Isaiah’s prophecy, chapter thirty-two, thus
underwent its final fulfillment we shall
find set out on the succeeding pages.
23. By whom were the war-minded nations egged on,

and By what mighty trio was the remnant of Kingdom
proclaimers overpowered ?
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~"OEFORE World War | ended on No-
* X' J vember 11, 1918, the spiritual es-
tate of the persecuted remnant of spiritual
Israelites became desolate. Spiritually, it
became like a wilderness, in which the
fruits of the kingdom’ were not being
brought forth publicly through a bold
preaching of “this good news of the king-
dom” on the part of the anointed rem-
nant. (Matt. 21:43; 24:14) Uncertainty
and despondency settled down upon the
internationally hated, oppressed remnant
of Kingdom ambassadors.

2Did Jehovah God approve of having
this desolate condition of his dedicated
people keep on forever? No. In pre-
Christian times he decreed that Jerusalem
and the land of Judah should lie desolate
for a limited time, for no longer than
seventy years. The Babylonian Empire
was not to glory over its victims, Jerusa-
lem and Judah, for all time. So, too, God
did not purpose that the victims of Bab-
ylon the Great, namely, the remnant of
spiritual Israel, should be left in a desolate
state indefinitely. Well, then, what was
now needed to alter the situation to the
glory of their God, Jehovah? A special
operation of holy spirit toward them!

3In lIsaiah 32:15 Jehovah assured his
people that their lamentable desolated con-
dition would last only “until upon us the

1. Before World War | ended in 1918, the spiritual
estate of the remnant of spiritual Israel had been
reduced to what condition? .

2. What indicated whether the desolated condition of
the remnant was to keep on indefinitely, and what
was needed to alter the situation? .
3. According to Isaiah 32:15, 16, the desolated condition
of Jehovah's people was to continue until what occurred?
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spirit is poured out from on high.” After
that, what? “And,” as the prophecy goes
on to say, “the wilderness will have be-
come an orchard, and the orchard itself
is accounted as a real forest. And in the
wilderness justice will certainly reside, and
in the orchard righteousness itself will
dwell.”—Isa. 32:15, 16.

4Ah, yes, for the remnant of spiritual
Israelites there was to be an outpouring
of spirit, along with release from Babylon
the Great. This bright prospect was con-
firmed to them by the vision that Jeho-
vah gave to his prophet Ezekiel, while
this prophet was still an exile in ancient
Babylon. In the vision he saw a low valley
plain that was full of the disjointed bones
of countless dead Israelites.

5 For those dead Israelites in the vision,

the case looked hopeless. For the living
Israelites exiled in ancient Babylon many
hundreds of miles away from the desolate
homeland, the case looked equally hope-
less. Not hopeless, though, from Almighty
God’s standpoint. He is the God who can
even resurrect the dead. Centuries earlier
he had used his prophets Elijah and Eli-
sha to resurrect literally dead persons, by
means of holy spirit. So, in the vision to
Ezekiel he did re-create and reanimate all
those dead Israelites. In explaining the
meaning of the vision, Jehovah said: “You
will have to know that I am Jehovah when
I open your burial places and when | bring
you up out of your burial places [in Bab-
4, 5. (a) So, what was to take place upon the remnant
of spiritual Israelites? (b) How was this confirmed. to
the remnant in the vision given to Ezekiel showing
a valley full of dead bones?
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ylon], O my people. And | will put my
spirit in you, and you must come to life,
and | will settle you upon your soil; and
you will have to know that I myself, Je-
hovah, have spoken and | have done it.”
—Ezek. 37:13, 14.

6True to this prophecy, Babylon ceased
to be the burial place of the Jewish na-
tion. A spiritual resurrection took place.
As by a miracle, in 537 B.C.E. a band
of exiled Israelites and their attendants
marched out of Babylon and settled in
their homeland. They set themselves to re-
building Jerusalem and its temple and
making their long-desolate homeland like
a paradise. No longer was there any rea-
son for them to beat themselves upon the
breasts in “lamentation over the desirable
fields, over the fruit-bearing vine,” that
had been left to desolation by the Bab-
ylonian conquerors in 607 B.C.E. What a
manifestation there then was of holy spirit
in action! The onlooking pagan nations
were amazed! Psalm 126:2 reports that
they said: “Jehovah has done a great
thing in what he has done with them.”

7The same thing has been said in our
own twentieth century. With regard to
whom? Not with regard to the natural
Jews who settled in Palestine after World
War | and later fought with “a military
force” to establish the Republic of Israel,
in 1948. No, but the prophetic words of
Psalm 126:2 were said with regard to the
internationally hated and persecuted Bi-
ble Students, who were liberated from
bondage to Babylon the Great in the post-
war year of 1919. Upon such restored
Christians, who were spiritual Israelites,
there came an outpouring of spirit from
on high. It reminded Bible Students of the
Pentecost of 33 C.E., although it was not
accompanied by visible “tongues as if of
6. How_did a spiritual resurrection take place, and
what did onlooking nations say in amazement at what
they observed?

7. In our twentieth century the words of Psalm 126:2
were said with regard to whom, and why?
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fire” that sat upon the heads of the dis-
ciples miraculously enabling them to speak
different, unlearned foreign languages.
—Acts 2:147; Joel 2:28, 29; lsa. 32:15.
8As a result, these spiritually energized
Christians became more lively in Jeho-
vah’s active service than ever before. Wit-
nessing, witnessing, witnessing to God’s
established kingdom—world wide! became
their rousing cry. That was now their
main purpose in living. According to the
Bible, that was the reason why God pre-
served them alive through World War |
and freed them from bondage to Babylon
the Great. (Matt. 24:9147) So they reas-
sembled their scattered members and re-
organized for carrying out the Kingdom
witnessing world wide down to the end.
Came the year 1931. By means of hun-
dreds of millions of free tracts, by tens of
millions of bound books, by a worldwide
Bible-lecture campaign, by hundreds of
radio stations, they had by then given an
earth-wide witness to Jehovah’s name and
to his Messianic kingdom. All of this they
did free from the *“spirit of cowardice.”
(2 Tim. 1:7) So now, with the words of
Isaiah 43:10 ringing in their ears, those
anointed champions of Jehovah and of his
kingdom by Christ took up the Bible-
supported name “Jehovah’s Witnesses.”
9Down to this day all the religious fore-
es of Babylon the Great and her political,
judicial and military henchmen have tried
but have proved unable to rid the earth
of that name upon God’s Kingdom pro-
claimers. It lives on! And so do its bearers!
D Throughout the earth a “great crowd”
of God-fearing people are determined that
the name shall stay alive and meaningful,
even though they themselves are not spiri-
tual Israelites. They have noticed what the
8. For what postwar work had the remnant of spiritual
Israel been preserved, and why could they rightfully
take up the name “Jehovah’s Witnesses” ?
9, 10. (a&)Who have failed to rid the earth of that
name? (b) Who besides the remnant of spiritual Israel

are determined that the name shall stay alive, and so
what have they done?
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God who bears the name Jehovah has done
for his name people, the remnant of spiri-
tual Israel. They have detected upon which
people it is that God’ spirit has been
poured out from on high. So those who
make up the “great crowd” today are the
ones “among the nations” who are saying:
“Jehovah has done a great thing in what
he has done with them.” (Ps. 126:2) The
God who could do such a thing with so
small a remnant of spiritual Israelites is
the God whom the “great crowd” want to
worship and serve. Fearless of interna-
tional hatred and persecution, they have
dedicated themselves to the same God
through Christ and have aligned them-
selves with the anointed remnant of Jeho-
vah’s Christian witnesses. They too have
taken upon themselves the responsibility
of being His Witnesses, unashamed.—Rev.
7:9-17; Zech. 8:23.

DEFENSE AGAINST
“EXPRESSIONS INSPIRED BY DEMONS"

. Today the anointed
the “great crowd” unitedly face the devil-
ish “dragon,” the nuclear-powered “wild
beast” and the political “false prophet.”
Revelation 12:17 makes it plain that the
“dragon,” Satan the Devil, has gone forth
to wage war with the anointed remnant.
In doing this he uses his political “wild
beast” and the Anglo-American *“false
prophet” here on earth. So the demon-
inspired froglike expressions out of their
mouths go on, about worship of the State,
about national sovereignty, about materi-
alism, about world peace and security
through the United Nations. Nevertheless,
Jehovah’s Witnesses have caused the good
news of God’s Messianic kingdom to be
heard world wide. This Kingdom message
has penetrated into more than two hun-
dred lands and islands of the sea. Obvious-
ly the croaking dragon, the wild beast and
11. What are the dragon, the wild beast and the false

prophet croaking about, but, nevertheless, what are the
remnant and the “great crowd" causing to be heard?
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the false prophet would like to drown out
the Kingdom message. Religious Babylon
the Great, especially Christendom, would
like to do this, as Christendom claims that
she alone speaks for God.

12The situation is like that of Jehovah’s
prophet Micaiah and the false prophets
of Ahab the king of Israel, about 920
B.C.E. The false prophets predicted mili-
tary victory for King Ahab. But Micaiah
predicted calamity for him. He pointed
out that, by Jehovah’s permission, King
Ahab was being fooled to his own ruin by
a deceptive inspired expression in the
mouths of his false prophets. A false
prophet named Zedekiah objected to that.
To quote 1 Kings 22:24, he “now ap-
proached and struck Micaiah upon the
cheek and said: Tn just which way did
the spirit of Jehovah pass along from me
to speak with you?’” Yet Jehovah had
indeed spoken by Micaiah, for King Ahab
never came back alive from the war.—IKi.
(%2:20-38.

BB3There is a modern parallel of that in-
cident, particularly since the year 1919,
when the victorious military allies of
World War | adopted the proposal for a
League of Nations to safeguard world
peace and security. The anointed remnant
of spiritual Israelites have been like the
p<ophet Micaiah. Holy spirit had been
poured out upon them from on high, and,
as foretold, the effect upon them was that
they prophesied, declaring the prophecies
of Jehovah’s inspired Bible. (Joel 2:28, 29)
Fearlessly they foretold from Bible proph-
ecies that the League of Nations would
fail. Also, they declared a warning mes-
sage against the kings or political rulers
of Christendom, who correspond with King
Ahab of apostate Israel.

12. Thus the situation today is like what situation of
King Ahab and his false prophets and Jehovah's
prophet Micaiah?

13. In what way did the anointed remnant of spiritual
Israel prove to be like the prophet Micaiah?
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X4 The remnant declared that in the comturn to hating Christendom’s clergy and

ing “war of the great day of God the
Almighty” at Har-Magedon those pro-
fessed “Christian” rulers would suffer de-
feat and be destroyed by God’s execution
of judgment against them. This will oc-
cur despite the fact that Christendom’s
clergy, like Zedekiah and his band of false
prophets, have blessed the governments
and military forces of Christendom’s rul-
ers. The clergy claim the exclusive right
to speak for God and to have His spirit.
Hence, they resent the calamitous message
that the anointed remnant have pro-
claimed concerning the political rulers and
armies upon whom they, the clergy, have
prayed the divine blessing. They have
tried to suppress the preaching done by the
anointed remnant, as if this was not au-
thorized by God and was not being done
by means of Jehovah’s spirit. They have
stirred up violent persecution against the
anointed remnant, just as Ahab’s wife,
Queen Jezebel, persecuted Elijah and one
hundred other prophets of Jehovah.—1 Ki.
18:13.

15Thus, in effect, Christendom’s clergy
have struck the anointed remnant in the
face and said: “In just which way did the
spirit of Jehovah pass along from me to
speak with you?” (1 Ki. 22:24) Not be-
fore very long now the clergy will have
it made plain to them whether they ever
had Jehovah’s spirit. They will never see
victory gained by Christendom’ rulers
and armies. In fact, neither will they live
to see the destruction of their political
and military friends in the “war of the
great day of God the Almighty.” Why not?
Because, before ever that war at Har-
Magedon begins, those yet friendly politi-
cal elements, who today are an active part
of the United Nations organization, will

14. What message concernlng Christendom’s rulers have
the clergy resented, and how have they acted like
ueen Jezebel?
When will Christendom’s clergy have it made plain
whether they ever had God’s spirit, and why will they
not see victory gained by Christendom’s rulers?
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the other religious leaders of Babylon the
Great and will annihilate them.—Rev. 16:
14, 16; 17:3-18.

BWhat, though, about the anointed
remnant, upon whom Jehovah has poured
out his spirit from on high? They have
survived the blow that was inflicted on
their cheek by Christendom’s clergy. They
will see the message that God’s spirit im-
parted to them from the Bible come true.
Yes, indeed, they will see the destruction
of the world rulers who were led to Har-
Magedon by the froglike propaganda
belched forth by the dragon, the wild
beast and the false prophet.

“THE SPIRIT OF GLORY,
EVEN THE SPIRIT OF GOD”

17Violent persecution has been heaped
upon the anointed remnant and their fel-
low witnesses, the *“great crowd” of
Christ’s “other sheep” of today. (John 10:
16) Does this signify that all these Chris-
tian witnesses of Jehovah do not have His
spirit? No! It is, in fact, evidence to the
contrary, for Christ foretold this to hap-
pen in the “conclusion of the system of
things.” His true disciples were to be hated
by all the nations and to be persecuted
for bearing witness to his Messianic king-
dom. (Matt. 24:3, 9-14) Hatred, reproach,
persecution for holding fast to the name
of Christ as the now reigning King are no
real cause for our being ashamed as if we
were doing the wrong thing.

18A first-century Christian martyr, the
apostle Peter, wrote: “If you are being re-
proached for the name of Christ, you are
happy, because the spirit of glory, even
the spirit of God, is resting upon you.”
(1 Pet. 4:14) Or, as
16. What, though, will the Micaiah-like remnant see’>
17. Why, in this “conclusion of the system of things,”

do the reproach and persecution upon remnant and
“great crowd” not mean that they do not have God’s

spirit?
18. According to 1 Peter 4:14, why are those who are
reproached for Christ's name really happy ones?
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ble words it: “If Christ’s name is flung
in your teeth as an insult, count yourselves
happy, because then that glorious Spirit
which is the Spirit of God is resting upon
you.”

19The persons who reproach us for our
obeying God’s commands through Christ
want to make us feel ashamed to the point
of our quitting God’s service and no more
preaching “this good news of the king-
dom” for a worldwide witness. But the
spirit that God puts upon his Kingdom
preachers is not one that induces a feeling
of shame and of guiltiness as if it were
for their having done wrong. It makes us
feel honored, glorified, and it is associated
with God’s resplendent glory. It is a spirit
that moves us to “exult while in tribula-
tions, since we know that tribulation pro-
duces endurance; endurance, in turn, an
approved condition; the approved condi-
tion, in turn, hope, and the hope does not
lead to disappointment; because the love
of God has been poured out into our hearts
through the holy spirit, which was given
us.”—Rom. 5:3-5.

DWe who are Christian witnesses of Je-
hovah are privileged to be reproached for
more than just “the name of Christ.” We
are privileged to be reproached especially
for the name of the One for whom Jesus
Christ bore reproach. “Even [the] Christ
did not please himself; but just as it is
written: The reproaches of those who
were reproaching you have fallen upon
me.”” (Rom. 15:3) Thewords there quoted
from Psalm 69:9 identify the reproached
One as being Jehovah, for whose house
of worship Jesus Christ was so zealous.
—John 2:17.

2L1t is a glorious honor to be reproached
for Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is a
19. With what object in view do people reproach us
for Christ’s name, but what kind of spirit is it that
God gives us?

20. In line with Psalm 69:9, is the reproach u;)on us
limited to being reproached for Christ’s name?

21. What may be said about the spirit as resting upon
us when we “are reproached for the name of Jehovah?
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more magnificent honor to be reproached
for Jehovah God, the Father of Jesus
Christ, forasmuch as the Father is greater
than the Son. (John 14:28) Since the
“spirit of God” rests upon us who are re-
proached for Christ’s name, then it should
rest in fuller measure upon us when we are
enduring reproach for the name of his own
Father and God, Jehovah. By keeping our
integrity to God down till the reproachers
of us are destroyed in the coming “great
tribulation,” we shall never have God’s
“spirit of glory” depart from us.—Rev. 7:
14-17; 1 Pet. 4:14.

“THE SPIRIT AND THE BRIDE”

2We may expect further reproach from
the devilish *“dragon” and the political
“wild beast” and the Anglo-American
“false prophet,” because we do not march
along with the political rulers and their
armies to the battlefield of Har-Magedon.
Their froggy propaganda and their hos-
tility to the witnesses of Jehovah will never
make us worship anyone or anything else
as God, or make us renounce his univer-
sal sovereignty or stop seeking first the
precious things of his Messianic kingdom.
We have “the spirit of glory, even the
spirit of God,” to counteract all the de-
monic “inspired expressions” that are
leading all the nations to the “war of the
great day of God the Almighty” at Har-
Magedon. (Rev. 16:13-16; 19:19-21) We,
for our part, listen and give heed to the
“inspired expressions” that issue from
God’s holy Word, the Bible. We direct our
course in life in harmony with those in-
spired expressions. So Jehovah’s spirit,
which inspired the prophets to write the
Bible, is what is in action in our lives. It
protects us from getting infected with
“the spirit of the world.”—1 Cor. 2:12.
N e g

along with world rulers, and against what spirit are
we protected?
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BRespectfully, we let the voice of “the
spirit and the bride” be heard throughout
the earth. We recognize who this “bride”
is. She is the congregation of spirit-
begotten disciples who are promised in
marriage to the heavenly Bridegroom, Je-
sus Christ. On earth today she is repre-
sented by the anointed remnant that will
shortly be united to Christ in heaven. For
this reason the remnant of the “bride”
class does not take any part in the reli-
gious fornication that Babylon the Great
now commits with the political rulers of
the earth. Instead of meddling in politics
and becoming friends with the world, those
of the “bride” class keep virgin pure for
their heavenly Bridegroom, Jesus Christ,
whom they everywhere proclaim as the
King reigning at God’s right hand in heav-
en.—Rev. 17:5, 18; 21:2-14, 21-24; Jas.
4:4,

241t is with reference to our very own
day that Revelation 22:17 says: “And the
spirit and the bride keep on saying: ,Come!’
And let anyone hearing say: ‘Come!” And
let anyone thirsting come; let anyone that
wishes take life’s water free.” Here, the
“spirit” that is mentioned is Jehovah’s
active force that voices itself through the
inspired expressions found in the Bible
prophecies. This spirit is in action within
the remnant of the “bride” class.

25ls anybody on earth today listening
and responding to the invitation extended
by “the spirit and the bride”? Yes, par-
ticularly since 1935 C.E., the year during
which the identity of the “great crowd”
of Revelation 7:9-17 was made clear to
the remnant of the “bride” class. In re-
sponse to the divine invitation, thousands
who were thirsting for “life’s water” have
come out of drought-stricken Babylon the

23. Respectfully, whose voice do we now let be heard
everywhere, and for whom do the remnant keep them-
selves virgin pure? . . . .
24. What is the “spirit” that is mentioned in Revelation
25. Who_have acted upon the invitation extended by
“the spirit and the bride,” and to whom have they
come for thirst-quenching “water”?
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Great They have turned away from the
broken-down worldly *“cisterns” that can
contain no real life-sustaining “water” for
dying mankind. Through Jesus Christ, the
heavenly Bridegroom, they have come to
Jehovah God, “the source of living water,”
“the source of life.”—Jer. 2:13; Ps. 36:9.

26Being spiritually refreshed by drink-
ing of “life’s water,” the members of the
“great crowd” join the anointed remnant
of the “bride” class in extending the in-
vitation to still others. And thus the “great
crowd” of drinkers grows larger. Jehovah
has put his spirit upon the members of the
“great crowd,” and they are not ashamed
by being reproached for His name and
that of his Christ. Thus, by the united
remnant and “great crowd,” the good
news continues to be preached more ex-
tensively, making known God’s provision
for obedient men and women to gain ever-
lasting life in a paradise home here on
earth under God’s Messianic kingdom.
This “good news” will continue to be
preached world wide till the end comes
upon this wicked system of things that is
yet controlled by the *“dragon,” the “wild
beast” and the “false prophet.”

2 Till now the worldwide preaching of
“this good news of the kingdom” has been
simply miraculous. How shall we account
for it? In no other way than that holy
spirit has been and still is in action. God
has put it in action in behalf of what he
foretold, namely, the preaching of the
good news of the kingdom in all the in-
habited earth for a witness to all the na-
tions before their end comes. Nothing done
by men and demons has been able to
counteract His spirit. In view of His in-
flexible rule that, “whatever a man is sow-
ing, this he will also reap,” let us refrain
26. What do those who become members of the "great

crowd” join the remnant of the “bride” class in doing,
and with what result?

27. (:é? How only can we_account for the worldwide
Kingdom preachlng done till now? (b) With everlasting
life in view, to what shall we henceforth sow?
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from further sowing to our corrupt flesh
and, instead, let us sow to God’s holy
spirit. By henceforth sowing to it, we shall
in due time reap from that divine spirit
everlasting life in God’s new order. (Gal.

ESUS himself as a certain man
J “sowed fine seed in his field.” But

as the years went by, that Christian
wheat field began to look like a field of
weeds. (Matt. 13:24-43) Oppressive wolves
were entering the flock and causing havoc,
calling to mind Paul’s words at Acts 20:29,
30. Yes, as the apostle John looked about
him in the closing years of the first cen-
tury of our Common Era, he saw that al-
ready many antichrists had arisen, giving
him proof that this was indeed the “last
hour” as regards a pure Christian organi-
zation on earth.—1 John 2:18.

It had been more than fifty years since
holy spirit first inspired one of Christ’s
disciples to write Scripture. John may not
have been naturally a writer and it may
not have occurred to him, as one of the un-
learned ordinary men mentioned at Acts
4:13, that he would one day write a Gos-
pel account of Jesus’ life as did Matthew,
Mark and Luke.

But then, while he was on the island of
Patmos as a prisoner for Jesus Christ, he
received specific instructions to write the
Revelation. Apparently this direct com-
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6:7, 8) All thanks be to Jehovah God
through Jesus Christ that, in this time
of urgent need on the part of all lovers
of righteousness and peace, His spirit is
mightily in action!

mand to write so strengthened John as to
prompt him to u'rite also his Gospel and
three letters.

That John wrote the first of these three
letters (although it itself does not so state)
there can be no doubt. From earliest times
it has been recognized that he was the
wi’iter. And the internal evidence is even
stronger. When we hear a familiar voice
on the telephone we do not need to ask,
“Who is it?” The same goes for John’s
first letter. To the extent that we are
familiar with his Gospel, to that same ex-
tent we can see and hear John in this let-
ter. And this applies both to his style of
writing, such as sentence structure and
vocabulary, and to the subject matter. For
instance, only in John’s writings do we
find Jesus referred to as “the Word.”
—John 1:1; 1 John 1:1; Rev. 19:13.

When did John write his first letter?
Since he tells of many opposers or anti-
christs having arisen, the time must have
been quite late. Helpful in this regard is
a comparison of this letter with Revela-
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tion. There is considerable circumstantial
evidence that John wrote that book around
96 C.E. Since it appears that he died about
the year 100 C.E., the year 98 is a reason-
able date for his Gospel and his letters.

To whom did John write this first let-
ter? There is no mention of any certain
group or individual in the entire letter.
But that he had certain ones in mind
seems to be indicated by his directing his
words to “you, little children,” “you, fa-
thers,” *“you, young men.” (1 John 2:13,
14) Also, six times he calls those to whom
he is writing “Beloved ones,” and seven
times “little children.”*

Although the apostle John was the dis-
ciple for whom Jesus had special affection
and the subject of love looms up more
prominently in his writings than in those
of any other Bible penman, it would be
a mistake to think of John as a weak sen-
timentalist. Far from it! John’s ardent
love for his Master and for righteousness
caused Jesus to call him one of the “Sons
of Thunder.” (Mark 3:17) Of the fifteen
times that the strong epithet “liar(s)” oc-
curs in the entire Scriptures, nine times
it is found in John’s writings. Thus, in this
letter he tells that if we claim we do not
sin, we make God out to be a liar; that
if we say we know God and yet do not
observe his commands, we are liars; those
who deny that Jesus is the Christ are liars;
anyone who claims to love God and yet
hates his brother is a liar, and if we refuse
to put faith in God’s words, we are calling
God a liarl—1 John 1:10; 2:4, 22; 4:20;
5:10.

Because of John’s intense love of righ-
teousness he warns his “children” about
the antichrist. “These things | write you
about those who are trying to mislead

* This expression “little children” could be freely
rendered “dear children” or “beloved children,” for
it is _the diminutive as an expression of love. Thus in
the Greek tekna means “children,” but teknia means
“little _children” or “dear children.” It occurs nine
times in the Christian Greek Scriptures and is always
used in a figurative sense, once by Jesus, once by Paul
and seven times by John.
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you.” Yes, men had crept in who were
enamored by worldly wisdom and philoso-
phy and who denied that Jesus Christ was
the Son of God that had come in the flesh.
If such men ‘had been of our sort they
would have remained with us, but they
went out because they were not.” John also
warns us to try every inspired expression
to see whether it originates with God, for
many false prophets have gone forth into
the world.—1 John 2:18-26; 4:1-3.

John’s love of righteousness also caused
him to enlighten us as to how God views
sin: (a) We all sin; by claiming not to sin,
we make God to be a liar; (b) we must
strive against sin; (c) God has provided
Christ’s propitiatory sacrifice so that we
can have forgiveness of sins, which sacri-
ficial merit is for the benefit not just of
the anointed Christian congregation but
of all the world; (d) there are two kinds
of sin: the kind that can be forgiven and
the willful, deliberate kind that cannot be
forgiven and concerning which we are not
to pray to God for those committing such
sin; (e) those who are true Christians do
not practice sin.—1 John 1:8-10; 2:1, 2;
3:4-10; 5:16-18.

“AGAPE,” THE PRINCIPLED LOVE

But, of course, it is the subject of love
that John stresses in particular in his let-
ter. Twice he tells us that “God is love.”
(1 John 4:8, 16) He tells how God showed
his love, by having his Son die for our
sins, and by providing for Christ’s follow-
ers to become God’s children. (1 John 3:
2; 4:10) Because God showed us such
love we are under obligation to love our
brothers. (1 John 4:11) The love of God
means to observe his commandments.
(1 John 2:4; 5:2, 3) Perfect love of God
throws fear outside, for such fear exer-
cises a restraint. (1 John 4:17, 18) Lov-
ing our brothers is not just a matter of
words, but a matter of doing something,
giving them help in time of need. (1 John
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3:17, 18) Getting still stronger, John
shows that we cannot love God whom we
have not seen if we do not love God’s chil-
dren whom we can and do see. Anyone
who claims to love God but hates his broth-
er is a liar, in fact, a manslayer like the
Devil himself and like Cain who originated
with the Devil. (1 John 3:10-16) And fi-
nally, John also counsels us on what not
to love—not to love the world nor the
things in the world, its desire of the eyes
and of the flesh and its showy display of
one’s means of life.—1 John 2:15-17.

Truly the beloved apostle John appreci-
ated the importance of the unself-
ish, principled kind of love. Even as in his
Gospel he has far more to say about love
than has any of the other Gospel writers,
so in his first letter he has more to say
about love than has any other inspired
letter recorded in the Christian Greek
Scriptures.

Much as John stresses love he does not
overlook the quality that might be said
to come right next to it, namely, faith.
Thus he writes: “This is his command-
ment, that we have faith in the name of
his Son Jesus Christ and be loving one
another.”—1 John 3:23; 5:4, 10.

JOHN’S SECOND AND THIRD LETTERS

John’s second and third letters are the
briefest of all the sixty-six “books” of the
Bible. One sheet of papyrus was sufficient
for each. Not without good reason have
they been attributed to the apostle John,
for they bear all the earmarks of having
been written by the beloved apostle who
wrote the Gospel bearing his name in the
heading and his first letter. Representative
of him are the comparatively frequent ap-
pearances of such words as “truth” and
“love.” There is also every reason to hold
that he wrote these two letters about the
same time that he wrote his first letter,
that is, about the year 98 C.E.; and also

670

that he was living at the time in the city
of Ephesus.

The second letter was written to “the
chosen lady.” Who was she? That question
cannot be answered dogmatically. It could
have been a Christian woman whom John
commends for rearing her children in the
way of the truth. She could have been a
sister by the name of Kyria, that being the
Greek word for “lady.” Then again, John
may have been using a figure of speech
and may actually be referring to a Chris-
tian congregation.

In this letter John stresses the truth
and the commandment that has been heard
from the beginning, namely, that “we love
one another.” As in his first letter, he
speaks out against opposers, calling them
an “antichrist.” (Compare 2 John 7 with
1 John 4:3.) Those apostates who teach
false doctrines are not to be welcomed
in our homes or even given a greeting. In
this letter we again see John stressing
love and at the same time expressing righ-
teous indignation against the wicked.

John addresses his third letter to Gaius.
Just who this Gaius is cannot be ascer-
tained with certainty. John rejoices that
Gaius is walking in the truth and com-
mends him for the hospitality and love he
extends to the brothers, evidently those
sent forth to build up the various congre-
gations. He instructs him to send these
brothers “on their way in a manner wor-
thy of God,” doubtless meaning, well sup-
plied with material necessities. And here
also John not only stresses the course of
love but expresses his righteous indigna-
tion at Diotrephes who is proud, selfish
and rebellious and whom John will reprove
upon his coming to visit Gaius.

Truly John’s letters are most timely for
our day. For it is more important than
ever that Christians show love toward one
another and at the same time be on guard
against all who would draw them away
from the pure worship of Jehovah God.

THE WATCHTOWER — NOVEMBER 1, 1976



Gilead's 61st Graduation a Spiritual Treat

W \V 7'HAT a spiritual feast!” “What a prac-

YY tical and upbuilding program!” Ex-
pressions such as these were heard regarding
Gilead’s 61st graduation program, held on
September 5, 1976. And a spiritual treat it was,
not only for the twenty-six missionaries gradu-
ating, but also for the 1,968 others who were
in attendance.

It was a beautiful late-summer day as all
those relatives and friends, including the mem-
bers of the Brooklyn Bethel family, filled the
Jehovah’s Witnesses Assembly Hall in Long
Island City. The students, averaging twenty-
seven years of age, had come from six lands
and were being sent to eleven different coun-
tries in Europe, Asia, Africa and the Americas.

After the opening song, and a prayer by
Albert Schroeder, the chairman, Leo Green-
lees, spoke first. He mentioned how, due to
earnest desire, realistic planning and sincere
prayer, they were now realizing their goal to
enjoy expanded privileges of service as mis-
sionaries. Then followed a series of eight ten-
minute talks, truly encouraging and most
practical.

First came Gilead instructor Karl Adams. He
noted the importance of a good relationship
with Jehovah God and the value of endurance.
With the application of wisdom, gained from
God’s Word, the graduates would be able to
endure with joy, even as counseled by the dis-
ciple James. (Prov. 4:7; Jas. 1:2-5) Gilead
instructor and registrar Ulysses Glass observed
that in Israel, as illustrated with John the
Baptist and Jesus Christ, the privileges a man
might enjoy were at times determined by his
birth into a certain tribe—a God-ordained
arrangement. But these missionaries have their
work cut out for them by reason of their dedi-
cation and volunteering, rather than by reason
of their birth. God knows what is best for each
one, and to submit to him actually means
greater freedom.—Jer. 10:23; Prov. 3:5, 6.

Next to speak were the chairmen for 1976
of the six Governing Body committees.

Milton Henschel pointed out that the abun-
dant love of God accounts for all our blessings,
spiritual and material, present and future.
God’s permitting his servants to undergo hard-
ships and suffering does not mean that he does
not love us. Regardless of what may come, there
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is need to remember that God’s love is strong,
enduring and near at hand.—Rom. 8:3539~

After Karl Klein read a number of heart-
warming telegrams and other messages from
various continents, Grant Suiter was heard. He
called attention to our hands, which are the
most wonderful of all tools. Rather than be
“fooling around,” our attitude should be, “God,
show me how best to use my hands.” He was
followed by Raymond Franz, who himself had
attended Gilead School and served some twenty
years in foreign assignments. He urged follow-
ing the cultured and highly educated apostle
Paul, who learned to be content regardless of
circumstances. Like Paul, the Gilead graduates
may well be called upon to bear the *brand
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marks of Christ’ due to hardships and persecu-
tion.—Gal. 6:17; Phil. 4:11, 13.

Daniel Sydlik spoke next. He noted that life
was made up of many beginnings, and mis-
sionary activity was about to begin for the
graduating class. Whether they remain in their
assignment will chiefly depend upon whether
they are happy in it or not. God’s Word is full
of expressions about causes for happiness. In a
similar vein, Lloyd Barry, also a Gilead gradu-
ate, who had spent upward of twenty-five years
serving in Japan, stressed the importance of
having joy in order to endure. (Ps. 100:2; Neh.
8:10) Joy enabled Jesus and his early followers
to serve faithfully. Barry further pointed out
the need for self-discipline in being successful
and joyful as a missionary. He supported his
theme by references to examples of faithfulness
in the missionary service until old age and
even death.

The final speaker was Theodore Jaracz, an-
other Gilead graduate, who dwelt on the impor-
tance that Gilead School put on spiritual things
and contrasted this with the stress that so
many theological seminaries put on secular
matters. As a result, Gilead graduates were
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better equipped than ever to make disciples.
More having been given to them, more would
be expected of them. (Luke 12:48) After this
talk all students received their diplomas, and
one of them read a fine letter of appreciation
for all that they had received.

The program resumed at 1:30 with an ab-
breviated Watchtower Bible study conducted
by Nathan Knorr, followed by a delightful
musical program by the graduates. Thereafter
they presented two dramas. The first stressed
the importance of personal prayer, and the
second the need for Christians to be whole*
souled in their service to God as they bring all
their tithes into God’s storehouse. (Mai. 3:10)
Rounding out the day’s spiritual treat was a
prayer by Fred Franz, to which all were able
to say a most heartfelt “Amen!”

"WATCHTOWER" STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

November 28: Holy Spirit in Action. Page 656.
Songs to Be Used: 7, 59.

December 5: The Activity of the Spirit Poured
Out from on High. Page 662. Songs to Be
Used: 114, 4.
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