"God Is Not Partial"

Search for Truth
Always Rewarded

How Humility Can Safeguard
You

JUNE 15, 1976

ANNOUNCING JEHOVAH’S KINGDOM



A watchtower enables a person to see far
into the distance and announce to others
what is coming. Can a magazine serve
similarly in our day? Yes, from its first
issue (July 1879) onward, The Watchtower,
published by Jehovah’s witnesses, has done
just that.

How can it benefit you? Consider: Do you
long for a better world, one of true justice
and free from sorrow, hatred and war? Do
you want to live at a time when genuine
peace and love prevail among people of all
races? Then this magazine can aid you. Using
God’s Word, the Bible, as its authority, it
points out the clear evidence that the present
wicked system of things will soon end,
destroyed by God. But it also announces
the coming in of a righteous new order.
There, under the rule of God’s kingdom, his
heavenly government, people will enjoy life
forever in true peace, health and happiness
on a paradise earth.

Faithfulness to the Word of God lifts
The Watchtower above the contradicting
religious teachings and philosophies of men.
It stays strictly neutral as regards political
affairs. It wholeheartedly upholds the high-
est moral standard—that of man’s Maker,
Jehovah God. From this source, it shows
solutions to the problems of daily life.

We know that many sincere persons would
appreciate a discussion of these things in
their own home with a qualified person.
One of Jehovah’s witnesses will be glad to
call on you free of charge. To arrange for
this, simply write the publishers of this
magazine or contact Jehovah’s witnesses
locally.

PUBLISHED BY
WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY
OF PENNSYLVANIA
117 Adams Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201, U.S.A.
N. H. Knorb, President Grant Suiter, Secretary

IN THIS ISSUE

“God Is Not Partial” 355
Why Jesus’ Illustrations Helped People 357
Insight on the News 360
Search for Truth Always Rewarded 361
Ephesians: Unity Realized

Through Christ 365
How You Can Strengthen Others 368
How Humility Can Safeguard You 374
*Unfit to Take Off Messiah’s Sandals’ 380
"Tyre—A Treacherous City 381
Questions from Readers 383

Average Printing Each lIssue: 10,250,000

Now Published in 78 Languages

semimonthly Editions:

Afrikaans Dutch lloko Spanish
Arabic English Italian Swabhijli
Cebuano Einnish Japanese Swedijsh
Chinese French Korean Tagalog
Chishona German Malagasy Thai
Cibemba Greel Norwegian Xhosa
Cinyanja Hiligaynon Portuguese Yoruba
Danish 1bo Sesotho Zulu
Monthly Editions:
Armenian Hindi Melanesian- Serbian
Bengali Hiri Motu Pidgin Silozi
Bicol | Hungarian Pampango Sinhalese
Bohemian Icelandic Pangasinan Slovenian
Croatian Indonesian Paf)_lamento Tami
Efik Kanarese Polish . Tshiluba
Ewe Kikongo Romanian Tsonga
Fijian Kiluba Russian Tswanha
a i Lingala Samar-Leyte Turkish
Greenlandic Malayalam Samoan Twi |
un Marathi Sango. Ukrainian
Hebrew Sepédi Urdu

Five cents a copy L .
Yearly subscription rates for semi-

Watch Tower Society offices monthly editions in local currency
0

America, U.S., 117 Adams St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201 $1.5
Australia, 11 Beresford Bd., Strathfleld, N.S.W. 2135 $2.50
Canada, 150 Bridgeland Ave., Toronto, Ontario M6A 1Z5 $1.50
England, Watch Tower House, The Bidgeway, London NW7 1BN £1.50
Hawaii, 1228 Pensacola St., Honolulu 96814 $1.50
New Zealand, 6-A Western Springs Bd., Auckland 3 $1.50
Nigeria, West Africa, P.0. Box 194, Yaba, Lagos State #1.10
Philippines, P.0. Box 2044, Manila 2800 F8
South Africa, Private Bag 2, P.O. Elandsfontein, 1406 BI1,30

(Monthly editions eost half the above rates.)

Remittances for subscriptions should be sent to the office in your country.
Otherwise send your remittance to 117 Adams Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201.
Notice of expiration is sent at least two issues before subscription expires.
Second-class postage paid at Brooklyn, N.Y. and at additional mailing offices.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS should reach us thirty days before your moving
date. Give us your old and new address (if possible, your old address label).
Write Watchtower, R.D. 1, Box 300, Wallkill, New York 12589, U.S.A.
POSTMASTER: Send Form 3379 to same address.

The Bible translation used in “ The Watchtower* Is the mGdern-language
“New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures,” unless otherwise Indicated.
Printed In U.S.A.



(JEHOVAH your God is the God of

J gods and the Lord of lords, the God
great, mighty and fear-inspiring, who
treats none with partiality.” (Deut. 10:
17) These reassuring words, spoken by
the prophet Moses, have been repeatedly
confirmed by the record of God’s dealings
with mankind.

Due to God’s impartiality the oppor-
tunity of becoming his approved servants,
with everlasting life in view, has not been
restricted to just a few. God’s “will is
that all sorts of men should be saved and
come to an accurate knowledge of truth.
For there is one God, and one mediator
between God and men, a man, Christ
Jesus, who gave himself a corresponding
ransom for all.” (1 Tim. 2:4-6) Since all
humans, by reason of the ransom sacri-
fice, are the property of God and Christ,
none are debarred from taking advantage
of the opportunity to gain salvation. Race,
social standing, abilities, outward appear-
ance and the like simply have no bearing
on the matter.

Consider the case of the nation of Is-
rael. True, Jehovah God dealt exclusively
with the Israelites as his name people for
a time. But note that God’s choosing them
as his recognized people did not depend
upon their greatness or numbers. Moses
told them: “It was not because of your
being the most populous of all the peoples
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that Jehovah showed affection for you so
that he chose you, for you were the least
of all the peoples.” (Deut. 7:7) *“You con-
tinue to live, because [God] loved your
forefathers so that he chose their seed
after them and brought you out of Egypt.”
—Deut. 4:37.

Why can we say that this choosing of
the Israelites did not result in partial
treatment? Because, to the contrary, they
had a more serious account to render be-
fore Jehovah God than peoples who did
not know him. Their failure to obey his
law, therefore, brought them under a spe-
cial curse. This is evident from Deuterono-
my 27:26: “Cursed is the one who will
not put the words of this law in force
by doing them.”

The other nations were allowed to go
ahead in their own ways and, despite
this, they were permitted to benefit from
God’s bountiful provisions. Though pos-
sessing the power to withhold sunshine
and rain, Jehovah only rarely used that
power against humans and in these cases
it was for the accomplishment of a par-
ticular purpose. (Ex. 10:23; Amos 4:7)
The experience of the nations generally
has been just as the apostle Paul described
to the people of Lystra: “In the past gen-
erations [God] permitted all the nations
to go on in their ways, although, indeed,
he did not leave himself without witness
in that he did good, giving you rains from
heaven and fruitful seasons, filling your
hearts to the full with food and good
cheer.” (Acts 14:16, 17) Along with this,
Jehovah God has been working out mat-
ters in a way that would result in His
blessing all mankind through the Messiah
and his associates, that is, through ‘Abra-
ham’s seed.—Gen. 22:18.

During the time that Jehovah God was
using the Israelites, individuals in other
nations still could receive his favorable
attention. King Solomon’s prayer at the
dedication of the temple on Mount Mori-
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ah bears this out. He petitioned Jehovah:
“To the foreigner, who is no part of your
people Israel and who actually comes from
a distant land by reason of your name
(for they shall hear of your great name
and of your strong hand and of your
stretched-out arm), and he actually comes
and prays toward this house, may you
yourself listen from the heavens, your
established place of dwelling, and you
must do according to all that for which
the foreigner calls to you; in order that
all the peoples of the earth may get to
know your name so as to fear you the
same as your people Israel.”—1 Ki. 8:41-43.

NON-ISRAELITES BLESSED

The Bible records a number of cases
where non-Israelites who exercised faith
even received special blessings from Jeho-
vah God.

There was a widow in Zarephath who
showed consideration to Jehovah’s proph-
et Elijah. As a consequence, her small
supply of flour and oil was miraculously
prevented from running out during a time
of famine. An even grander miracle was
the resurrection of her only son.—1 Ki.
17:8-24; Luke 4:25, 26.

The prostitute Rahab of Jericho aban-
doned her degrading occupation, exercised
faith in Jehovah and took action in har-
mony with his use of Israel. She and her
relatives, therefore, did not perish with
the other inhabitants of Jericho. Addi-
tionally, unknown to herself, she was priv-
ileged to be brought into the family line
leading to the Messiah when she entered
into an honorable marriage with Salmon.
—Ruth 4:20-22; Matt. 1:5, 6; Heb. 11:30,
31; Jas. 2:25.

Similarly, the Moabitess Ruth gained
God’s approval. She chose Jehovah as her
God and willingly left her homeland to
live among the Israelites, a people who
recognized him as the true God. The Most
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High, in turn, permitted her to become a
link in the most important line of de-
scent, the one leading to the Messiah.
—Matt. 1:5.

With the coming of the Messiah, Jesus,
the Israelites, on the basis of God’s cov-
enant with their forefather Abraham,
were given the initial opportunity to be-
come loyal disciples of that one. Then, in
36 C.E., the first group of uncircumcised
non-Jews had the same privilege extended
to them. Addressing this group, the apos-
tie Peter said: “For a certainty | perceive
that God is not partial, but in every na-
tion the man that fears him and works
righteousness is acceptable to him.”—Acts
10:34, 35.

IMITATE GOD’S IMPARTIALITY

Since God is impartial, all who desire
his approval should want to be like him.
This means avoiding any display of favor-
itism on the basis of a person’ superior
educational background, financial stand-
ing, prominence or the like. We judge no
man by fleshly or imperfect human stan-
dards. What really counts is, not outward
appearance, but what an individual is at
heart.

God’s impartiality places upon his ser-
vants the responsibility of helping their
fellow humans to come to an accurate
knowledge of the truth. No one should
view someone as being unworthy to be
aided in this way. People can be assisted
to change their ways if that is really what
they want to do. The apostle Paul wrote
to the Corinthians: “Neither fornicators,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men kept
for unnatural purposes, nor men who lie
with men, nor thieves, nor greedy per-
sons, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners will inherit God’s kingdom.
And yet that is what some of you were.
But you have been washed (1 Cor.
6:9-11) Accordingly, if individuals bring
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their lives into conformity with God’
will, they can become his clean, approved
servants.

Our appreciating God’s impartiality will
also enable us to put in the right perspec-
tive what others may think of us. Our
main concern will be to please, not men,
who might be impressed by outward show,
but Jehovah God, who sees what the heart
is. We will follow the Scriptural admoni-
tion: “Whatever you are doing, work at
it whole-souled as to Jehovah, and not
to men, for you know that it is from
Jehovah you will receive the due reward
of the inheritance. Slave for the Master,
Christ. Certainly the one that is doing

MJesusiliustrations

wrong will receive back what he wrongly
did, and there is no partiality.”—Col.
3:23725.

Truly God’ impartiality has resulted in
marvelous benefits for humankind. The
basis has been laid for all, not just a few,
to choose to come into an approved stand-
ing before him, with the prospect of living
forever. Appreciation of that fact should
stir us to help as many as possible to
gain an accurate knowledge of the truth.
It should move us to shun favoritism and
to avoid undue concern about what men
may think of us. By doing everything as
unto Jehovah, imitating his impartiality,
we can be sure of receiving a rich reward.

HHHIDO HC(HE

HEN Jesus was on earth his ob-

jective was to help people. He took
pity on people, especially the sick and the
oppressed, because he saw that “they were
skinned and thrown about like sheep with-
out a shepherd.” (Matt. 9:36) He per-
formed many cures on these persons. When
a leper entreated him on bended knee,
saying: “If you just want to, you can
make me clean,” Jesus, moved with pity,
stretched out his hand and said to him:
“l want to. Be made clean.”—Mark 1:40,
41.

But Jesus helped people in a much more
beneficial and lasting way than by physi-
cal cures. In fact, Jesus’ cures were by no
means the major feature of his work. The
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ones healed were comparatively few, but
everyone in the land heard his teaching.

HOW ILLUSTRATIONS HELP

lllustrations or parables occupied a
prominent part of Jesus’ teaching to the
crowds of people who heard him. The Bi-
ble record says: “Indeed, without an il-
lustration he would not speak to them, but
privately to his disciples he would explain
all things.” (Mark 4:34) How were his
illustrations especially helpful to those who
really sought the explanation? First, they
made the spiritual things, the ways and
the thinking of God, understandable to hu-
mans. Jesus used the everyday affairs and
dealings of life to illustrate abstract and
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deeper matters. One needs no ‘higher edu-
cation’ to understand the principles that
the parables convey. Jesus’ illustrations
are as applicable and fitting today as when
he gave them.

For example, who cannot grasp, in the
parable of the ungrateful slave, the prin-
ciple that we must show mercy and for-
giveness to one another? In this illustra-
tion Jesus told of a king to whom one of
his slaves owed sixty million denarii. The
king, moved by the pleas of the man, can-
celed the debt. But this slave went out and
found one of his fellow slaves who owed
him only a hundred denarii (one six-
hundred-thousandth as much), and, grab-
bing him, began to choke him, saying:
“Pay back whatever you owe.” The King,
hearing of this unmerciful act, was greatly
angered, and put the ungrateful slave into
jail. Jesus concluded the illustration, say-
ing: “In like manner my heavenly Father
will also deed with you if you do not for-
give each one his brother from vyour
hearts.”—Matt. 18:23-35.

ILLUSTRATIONS REACH THE CONSCIENCE
But Jesus’ parables are helpful not only
because of their simplicity. Illustrations
often reach the hearts and consciences of
their hearers more effectively than a mere
statement of fact, or an outright reproof.
This is very clearly demonstrated in Jesus’
training of his apostles and disciples.
Jesus saw in his disciples the many mis-
takes, faults and wrong leanings they had
as imperfect sinners. But we do not find
him accusing them of being proud, ambi-
tious, greedy, unmerciful or lazy persons.
This would have hurt them and made them
feel condemned. They would have felt that
he viewed them as that kind of persons.
While they manifested some of these bad
traits on occasion, they were not basically
or characteristically greedy, proud, and so
forth. Jesus wanted to help them, not con-
demn them. Therefore, rather than humili-
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ate them openly, he gave them illustrations
that caused them to think—to see the
principles involved, and to apply them in
their own hearts and consciences. They
could see the mistake that they had made
or the wrong attitude that they had mani-
tested and then make corrections. This
method was far more convincing than an
outright rebuke and much more effective.

For instance, when the disciples were
arguing among themselves over which one
seemed to be the greatest, Jesus did not
become angry at them or severely rebuke
them. He did not call them haughty, self-
ish, greedy or ambitious. He pointed to
the worldly leaders as an illustration of
this bad attitude and its outcome, saying:
“The kings of the nations lord it over
them, and those having authority over
them are called Benefactors. You, though,
are not to be that way.” The disciples well
knew the bad results of that “superior”
attitude. Then, in contrast, Jesus referred
to his own example as a servant among
them, though he was their leader.—Luke
22:24-27.

On another occasion Jesus set a young
child in their midst, saying that each of
them, in order to enter into the kingdom
of God, would have to be humble as a
child is. Furthermore, they must have
great consideration for persons who, like
a child, were of a guileless, faithful nature.
In what other way could he have made
his point so plain?—Matt. 18:1-6.

Certainly Christ’s disciples took these
things to heart and corrected their own
wrong thinking. This is evident in their
dealings with their Christian brothers
when, after Christ’s death and resurrec-
tion, they carried the load of responsibility
for the Christian congregations. The let-
ters of Peter, James and John reflect the
fine, humble attitude that Christ had in-
stilled in them.

Additionally, illustrations are effective
in giving correction because they afford
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the hearer opportunity to do his own think-
ing without its being beclouded or blinded
by prejudice. In considering an illustration,
which usually deals with persons other
than the one being spoken to and not di-
rectly mentioning him, the individual will
see that it fits his own circumstances or
actions. Then he can arrive at his own con-
elusion or judgment. And he has no justi-
fiable ground for anger, since the speaker
did not accuse him directly of anything.

Such was the case with the man versed
in the law of Moses who asked Jesus what
was required to inherit everlasting life.
Jesus pointed out that a person must love
God with heart, soul, mind and strength,
and love his neighbor as himself. Wanting
to prove himself righteous, the man asked:
“Who really is my neighbor?” Jesus was
acquainted with the Jews’ unneighborly
attitude toward Samaritans, whom they
despised. He then spoke the parable of the
“good Samaritan.” Had Jesus directly told
the man that Samaritans were among
those whom one should love as oneself,
this prejudiced individual might never
have admitted it.—Luke 10:25-37.

ILLUSTRATIONS REVEAL INNER ATTITUDE

Some of Jesus’ illustrations served also
to cause people to identify themselves as
interested or disinterested or even opposed
to him as God’s prophet. On one occasion
Jesus said that he spoke to such persons
so that, ‘hearing, they would by no means
get the sense of it.” (Matt. 13:10-15) In
this way the illustrations ‘weeded out’
those who were not interested in under-
standing his message, for they did not
come to Jesus and ask for the explanation
as did the truly interested ones—Matt.
13:36.

Even more importantly, the illustrations
helped the true disciples by keeping out
from among them those who would be hyp-
ocritical and who would cause factions and
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divisions. People would tend, when hearing
the illustrations, to ‘show their true col-
ors.” When Jesus said: “He that feeds on
my flesh and drinks my blood has ever-
lasting life,” then “many of his disciples
went off to the things behind and would
no longer walk with him.” His true dis-
ciples, on the other hand, stuck with him
and came to understand the life-giving
significance of those words.—John 6:54,
60-66.

Jesus’ illustrations or parables are of in-
valuable help to Christians today, for, be-
sides setting forth guiding principles, they
are also prophetic, many of them having
a major fulfillment in our time. They help
us to realize that the kingdom of the heav-
ens will soon take complete rule of this
earth. They guide us in taking the right
course in these critical times, so as to be
on the right side, with a view to everlast-
ing life.

Furthermore, Jesus’ illustrations enable
us to deal with others, particularly our
Christian brothers, with kindness. Just
as Jesus showed his disciples the bad-
ness of some of their acts and attitudes,
without labeling them as “bad” persons,
so we can help our brothers by point-
ing out the unwisdom, the badness or
the wrongness of their acts, while not
judging or condemning them as “haughty,”
“proud” or “bad” persons. We are against
the badness, but not against our Christian
brothers who at times may be overtaken
in a fault and do bad things.—Jude 22, 23;
Gal. 6:1.

The reason why Jesus’ illustrations are
so helpful is that they are wisdom from
the Creator, who is thoroughly aware of
our makeup. (John 5:19) They are not
farfetched or impractical. They really
teach. They fit human nature and human
needs at all times and under all circum-
stances. A person who studies Jesus’ illus-
trations can lay for himself a good foun-
dation for teaching others.
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Insight on the News

e For some time, West German clergymen

have been faced with half-empty churches.

In recent years, people in that

land have found another

More reason to become part of a

Abandoning growing army of official non-

Churches believers. All West Germans

who are officially listed as

members of the churches are

liable to a church tax collected from their pay.

But when they officially leave the church, they
no longer are liable for that tax.

Between 1969 and 1974 more than a mil-
lion Protestants and 360,000 Catholics ‘de-
registered,” and 1975 was another record year.
But It should not be surprising that people
rebel against compulsory church contributions.
Jesus Christ, the founder of Christianity,
showed that giving under compulsion is not
God’s way. He said: “You received free, give
free.” (Matt. 10:8) The apostle Paul also
stated: “Let each one do just as he has re-
solved in his heart, not grudgingly or under
compulsion.” (2 Cor. 9:7) Ignoring God’s
Word, the clergy are paying the penalty.

e In the book “Free to Be Good or Bad,”

Dr. Herbert Holt states that hedonism, the

devotion to selfish pleasure,

is *sweeping mankind like a

“Emotional forest fire.” He says that the

Ice Age" growing “new breed” of self-

ish people “would scare the

daylights out of anyone who

values the humanity of human beings.” These

people have lost belief in God and in their

fellowman. Being unconcerned about the wel-

fare of others. Holt says, they have entered
an “emotional ice age.”

Such persons are in all age groups. Some
are married, some are parents. But all are
committed “neither to marriage nor to parent-
hood, nor even to friendship. They have closed
the door on all that as a delusion of the
past, and they float in an erratic orbit of
newly found freedom,” Holt observes. He
adds: “They are an end result of social change,
change that has come at breakneck speed
over the past two decades. . . . people who
accept no role in society and no responsibility
to anyone or for anyone but themselves.”

Bible prophecy foretold that in these *last
days” large numbers of people would be
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*without natural affection, not open to any
agreement, without self-control, without love
of goodness, lovers of pleasures rather than
lovers of God.— 2 Tim. 3:14".

< A conservative Paris newspaper, "Le Figa-

ro,” charges the Catholic Church with med-
dling in politics. Calling such

" meddling ‘a big mistake,” the
Meddling publication observes: “Frank-

in ly, she is meddling in politics

Politics more actively than ever.

Alarmed at the thought of

having chosen the wrong side,

she now toys with the idea of throwing in her

lot with the other side. How strange that the

truth does not enlighten her and enable her
to see that she should not take sides.”

“Le Figaro” also states: “It is very evident
today that if religion wishes to meddle in
politics, it is in danger of seeing politics
meddle with religion.”

God’s Word shows that the religion that
meddles in politics will indeed suffer meddling
by politics. Describing the world’s false reli-
gions as a spiritual harlot. Revelation 17:16
shows that the political powers will tire of
her meddling and “will hate the harlot and
will make her devastated and naked, and
will eat up her fleshy parts and will completely
burn her with fire.” That is why sincere per-
sons are warned: “Get out of her, my people,
if you do not want to share with her in her
sins, and if you do not want to receive part
of her plagues.”— Rev. 18:4.

= After decades of probing the spectacular

mysteries of the universe, rocket expert Dr.

Wernher von Braun states:

“The grandeur of the cosmos

The serves only to confirm my

Universe belief in the certainty of a

and God Creator. | just can’t envision

this whole universe coming

into being without something

like divine will. The natural laws of the

universe are so precise that we have no

difficulty building a spaceship to fly to the

moon and can time the flight with the preci-

sion of a fraction of a second. These laws
must have been set by somebody.”

The Bible, at lIsaiah 42:5, identifies that

“somebody” as "the true God, Jehovah, . . .

the Creator of the heavens.”
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AM <;0n
Pz 1L
Mandagua;u
NTHIS World, Curitiba
_life sometimes Itajuba
seems like a * .Rio de
Janeiro

“treadmill,” with
no one getting
anywhere.
Searchers for
truth ask, What
is the purpose of life? What is the end
of it all? Is there not some happier way
to spend our lives—a way with a purpose?

Jesus Christ said: “Keep on seeking, and
you will find.” (Matt. 7:7) And the apostle
Peter said: “For a certainty | perceive
that God is not partial, but in every nation
the man that fears him and works righ-
teousness is acceptable to him.”—Acts 10:
34, 35.

It makes no difference where one lives.
People who are searching today are finding
the truth and are changing their outlook
on life. Nowhere is this more evident than
in the vast country of Brazil, South Ameri-
ca, where, in a land of more than three
million square miles (about 7,800,000
square kilometers), people live in nearly
every circumstance—in large modern cit-
ies, in the torrid and the more temperate
areas, in remote villages in the dense
Amazon jungle, in the mountains, even in
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-Sao Jeronimo

leper colonies. Nevertheless, the Bi-
ble’s good news is reaching them.
At this time, out of Brazil’s popu-
lation of 107 million, there are prob-
ably not more than 20 percent who
have not been reached, in some mea-
sure, or who do not at least have access
to the good news of God’s kingdom and its
coming righteous rule over the earth.

VISITING VILLAGES
IN THE AMAZON VALLEY

In the Amazon area there are sparse
populations and tremendous distances, but
in some of even the most remote villages
there are congregations or representatives
of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Despite the lack
of roads, the danger from wild animals and
snakes and torrential rains, great effort is
put forth by the Witnesses to gather for
their Bible meetings, as many of them live
at considerable distances from the villages
in which meetings are held.

The only means of transportation in the
Amazon’s dense jungle country are small
boats and canoes. These people show real
appreciation for the Bible truth that they
learn. Whenever they can they reach out
to untouched areas. On one occasion, two
boatloads of these Christian men and worn-
en went out to call on the villages and
isolated houses along the river banks. Since
there is no electricity, they borrowed a
portable generator to present a Bible talk,
using slides. They stopped at the village of
Botafogo and several other settlements
near Lake Castanho, speaking to a total
audience of 719 persons. At Jaiteua, where
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four of Jehovah’s Witnesses live, the pastor
of the Assembly of God Church warned his
flock not to attend the talk. Nevertheless,
seventy-three turned out, including his own
daughter!

FORMER VOODOO PRACTICERS SERVE GOD

Boa Vista, Roraima, about three de-
grees north of the equator, is on a large
tributary of the Amazon. There one of the
Witnesses called on a man and his wife,
practicers of voodoo for thirty-four years,
and arranged for a Bible study. This cou-
pie saw that God condemns all voodoo
and other spiritistic practices, and they
immediately stopped their voodoo rites.
(Deut. 18:10-12; Isa. 8:19) Then they read
Acts 19:18, 19, which says of those to
whom the apostle Paul preached in the
Asian city of Ephesus: “Many of those
who had become believers would come and
confess and report their practices openly.
Indeed, quite a number of those who prac-
ticed magical arts brought their books to-
gether and burned them up before every-
body.” Promptly this sincere man and his
wife searched out all their voodoo objects
and did just that.

It turned out just as in ancient Ephesus,
concerning which the account goes on to
read: “Thus in a mighty way the word of
Jehovah kept growing and prevailing.”
Yes, the congregation in Boa Vista in-
creased by twenty-one active proclaimers
of the good news within the next six
months—Acts 19:20.

YOUNG PEOPLE SEEK AND FIND TRUTH

As in other parts of the earth, children
in Brazil, particularly in more populated
areas, are often quite unsettled and con-
fused, many tending to be rebellious. They
are looking for something that offers a
hope and a satisfying purpose in life.
Therefore, to schoolteachers it is refresh-
ing and a relief to find children who give
them respect and who want to learn. These
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children are often able to help other dis-
illusioned ones to find the truth and the
incentive to make their lives productive.

In Rio de Janeiro a schoolteacher re-
quested that one of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
a mother of two children aged six and sev-
en, call at the teacher’s home. For about
two hours the teacher conversed with the
mother about the fine behavior of her chil-
dren and the parental training that they
were receiving. The teacher remarked:
“Their conduct is above reproach. They
never share in riots or accuse their school-
mates. They do not lie or participate in
festivities contrary to their conscience.”

At the end of the school term the teach-
er divided her students into groups. Each
group was required to discuss a religion.
One group brought along a priest to an-
swer the questions prepared by the teach-
er. The teacher asked questions that dealt
with the Christian stand on certain issues.
These had come up in her discussion with
the mother of the two children. The priest,
unable to give clear-cut answers, felt very
embarrassed, so that the class booed. An-
noyed, he called for attention and said,
“You are all naughty except for those two
children who, as good Catholics, are well-
behaved and do not disrespect a priest!”
The teacher answered, “Those children are
well-behaved because they are not Catho-
lies but Jehovah’s Witnesses.” The class
applauded, saying, “We want to be Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses.” This occasion provided
opportunity for later Bible discussion with
many of the children.

In the city of Curitiba, about kilo-
meters (276 miles) from Argentina, a
Portuguese language teacher gave his class
an assignment to prepare a subject of their
choice, to be presented orally. One of the
students was a witness of Jehovah. He
chose to speak on “The Origin of Man.”
The teacher allowed the students to bring
along persons for interview, so the young
Witness brought along a mature member
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of the congregation. The time allowed was
fifty minutes, but the discussion was so
absorbing that two such periods were used.
When the bell rang for an intermission,
all the students stayed in their seats to
ask questions. They wanted to know where
the Witnesses got their answers. It was
explained that the Bible had the answers,
and that a book that they had, entitled
“Did Man Get Here by Evolution or by
Creation?” pointed to the Bible answers,
besides giving logical and scientific argu-
ments. Another period was used for dis-
cussion, and at the end forty-three out of
the forty-six students accepted the fact
that God created man, and they took many
Bibles and books from the Witnesses. The
young Witness relates: “Several Bible stud-
ies were started and at least one of the
students present, who did not believe in
creation before, does so today, for he has
become one of Jehovah’s Witnesses.”

A young engineering student in Itajuba,
in Minas Gerais State, was concerned with
the symbolisms in the Bible book of Reve-
lation (Apocalypse). Nobody was able to
give him convincing answers, and he kept
praying to God that someone would come
to help him to understand the symbolisms.
When home on vacation he was called on
by Jehovah’s Witnesses. They explained
some points to him and helped him to rec-
ognize the need to know more about the
entire Bible. He studied with the Witness-
es, using the Bible study aid The Truth
That Leads to Eternal Life and is now
witnessing to others.

TRUTH REACHES INTO PRISON

The truth of the good news is available
even to those whose past life has been bad.
The apostle Peter wrote to Christians:
“The time that has passed by is sufficient
for you to have worked out the will of the
nations when you proceeded in deeds of
loose conduct, lusts, excesses with wine,
revelries, drinking matches, and illegal
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idolatries.” (1 Pet. 4:3) God will help per-
sons who turn from their former course
and take a right path under Bible direction.

This truth is well demonstrated at the
State Prison in the city of Sao Jeronimo,
Rio Grande do Sul, near the southeast
coast. The prison director asked one of Je-
hovah’s Witnesses to give a weekly Bible
talk to selected groups of twenty-four to
thirty inmates. A little later on, the di-
rector remarked on the noticeable change
in three of the prisoners. One who had been
the leader of revolts and organized es-
capes, after studying the Bible with the
Witnesses, gained the complete confidence
of the director. For that reason, the prison
administrators requested that talks be giv-
en more often than once a week, if possible.

OPPOSITION RESUI/TS IN
SPREAD OF GOOD NEWS

The apostle Paul said to Christians who
were undergoing stiff opposition that the
knowledge of God that they were spread-
ing was like an ‘odor of death’ to opposers
but ‘a sweet odor of life’ to those looking
for the truth that leads to salvation.
—2 Cor. 2:14-16.

When one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, a full-
time preacher, moved to Mandaguagu, Pa-
rana, there was only one family of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses in the town. The increased
proclamation of the good news infuriated
the local priest. During Sunday Mass he
showed the Witnesses’ magazines from the
pulpit and warned his parishioners not to
listen to the people that preached from
house to house. As a result, many persons
asked the Witnesses, “Why did the priest
do this? What is in the magazines?”

One such family, prominent in the com-
munity, was really desirous of knowing.
They accepted a Bible study with the Wit-
nesses. A little later, when they began to
attend the meetings of the Witnesses, oth-
ers took courage and were ready to study.
The man invited some friends to the meet-
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ings. One of them, a staunch Catholic, af-
ter seeing the slide talk “A Close Look
at the Churches” went straight to the
priest. “Look,” he said, “I don’t want you
to deceive me. | want you to tell me the
truth. Is God a trinity? Did Jesus die on
a cross?” The priest replied: “Do you re-
ally want to know the truth? Then go and
study with Jehovah’s Witnesses. They’ll
show you the truth.” As a result of the
Bible interest stirred up in this small town
the congregation has grown from four to
sixteen active proclaimers of the truth.

PREACHING IN A LEPER COLONY

When Jesus Christ walked on earth he
healed diseases of all kinds, including the
dreaded leprosy. (Matt. 11:5) Those mir-
acles were but a token of what he will do
during his approaching thousand-year
reign—Rev. 21:3, 4.

This sure hope has penetrated the hearts
of many in the country’ leper colonies,
like the one called Colonia Padre Damiao,
Minas Gerais State. Situated in a rural
area surrounded by hills, the settlement
has the appearance of a typical small
town. At the entrance there are the sana-
torium and other buildings for treatment.
The colony has a population of about 800
persons, many of whom live a normal
family life. Although they are there pri-
marily for treatment, most of them do
some work in the colony. Some tend a
small plot of land, others make bricks,

INCOMING ISSUES

Shepherds of the Flock
Under One Lord.

Keetpin_g a Balanced View
of Time.

» Look at Some Miracles
of Jesus.
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and some work in the local bakery or in
the hospital. Only in very advanced cases
are the patients conspicuous by their de-
formed faces and hands.

The local congregation of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses is a group of forty-two cheerful
members, regularly speaking about the Bi-
ble to the others in the colony. An equal
number of interested persons, additionally,
attend the meetings in their Kingdom Hall.
How greatly they value the knowledge
that soon there will be no more sickness!
(Isa. 33:24; 25:8) Many more are inter-
ested, for at one Bible talk 387 attended.

Some, on learning that they have lep-
rosy, fall into a state of abject despair.
The good news from the Bible has lifted
some up from this depressed condition.
One of the patients, a woman, was ready
to commit suicide when one of Jehovah’s
Witnesses visited her and showed her from
the Bible the glorious hope for the near
future. The word took root in her heart,
and now she tells others how to become
spiritually well. Then there was the man
nicknamed “the terror of the colony.”
Without hope, his day was filled with
fights, troublemaking and immoral con-
duct. However, he accepted the truth,
changed completely and now has a real
purpose in life. He is serving as one of the
elders of the local congregation, lovingly
caring for the spiritual interests of others.

Thus it is clearly evident that wherever
a person lives, whatever his background
and present station in life, yes, even if
under the most unfavorable circumstanc-
es of debilitating illness, those who search
for truth do not go unrewarded. It is as
we read in Acts 17:26, 27: “[God] made
out of one man every nation of men, to
dwell upon the entire surface of the earth,
and he decreed the appointed times and the
set limits of the dwelling of men, for them
to seek God, if they might grope for him
and really find him, although, in fact, he
is not far off from each one of us.”
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Unity Realized Through Christ

*ILMONG the Christian congregations
(MjL that the apostle Paul established on
his missionary tours was the one at Ephe*
sus. He preached there on at least two oc*
casions. On the first occasion he came
with his coworkers Aquila and Priscilla
and his stay was rather brief. (Acts 18:
18-21) But when he returned he stayed
much longer, even as he later told the el-
ders of Ephesus: “For [some] three years,
night and day, | did not quit admonishing
each one with tears.” (Acts 20:17-35)
These loving labors that Paul bestowed
bore fine fruit, for his letter to them does
not contain any strong reproofs such as
he felt it necessary to give to the congre-
gations in Corinth and Galatia.

That Paul wrote this letter is clear be-
yond any reasonable doubt. The letter it-
self contains two references to him as the
writer. (Eph. 1:1; 3:1) Also, it is marked
by Paul’s style of writing. And the testi-
mony of the early ‘church fathers’ is that
Paul wrote this letter. The weight of evi-
dence is that he wrote it specifically to
the Christians at Ephesus* while he was
in prison in Rome and about the year 61
CE.

Unity with and through Christ is the
theme of this letter, even as can be seen
from the fact that there are thirteen ref-
erences to ‘union with Christ’ in this let-
ter, more than in any other letter that

* Some hold that this is the letter to the Laodicean
congregation to which Paul refers at Colossians 4:16.

But there is no historical evidence to support such a
supposition.
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Paul wrote. He shows that unity is Jeho-
vah’s purpose and tells of the roles that
Christ’s sacrifice and the ‘gifts in men’
play to that end. Further, in this letter
Paul counsels family members, slaves and
masters so that these likewise may have
unity among themselves.

GOD’S PURPOSE OF UNITY

In chapter one Paul stresses the union
with Jesus Christ that his true followers
enjoy as a result of God’s undeserved kind*
ness. In particular he calls attention to
God’s purpose to gather all things in heav-
en and on earth together again by means
of “an administration,” an administering
of affairs. This unifying activity began at
Pentecost when about 120 disciples of
Christ received God’s holy spirit, and it
was extended to Gentiles when Cornelius
and his household responded to the preach*
ing of the apostle Peter and were baptized.
In modern times the facts show that there
has been a ‘gathering of all things on
earth,” beginning with the bringing togeth*
er of a “great crowd” of “other sheep.”
This gathering work will continue until all
those in the memorial tombs hear Jesus’
voice and come forth.—John 5:28, 29; 10:
16; Rev. 7:9.

Continuing, Paul thanks God for these
Christians and prays that they may have
the spirit of wisdom. His referring to their
sense of appreciation or evaluation as their
having ‘the eyes of their heart enlight-
ened’ appropriately points to how God
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makes them aware of something that has
heart appeal. This may move them to be
“made new in the force actuating [their]
mind.” (Eph. 4:23) By such spiritual in-
sight Christians are convinced of the glori-
ous hope that awaits them—made certain
by God’s mighty power as displayed by
raising Jesus from the dead.

In chapter two Paul directs his attention
to the Gentile Christians, who quite likely
were in the majority there at Ephesus.
They once walked according to the ruler
of this world (Satan the Devil) and were
conducting themselves in line with the de-
sires of their fallen flesh and so did not
have God’s favor. As uncircumcised Gen-
tiles they were ignorant of and excluded
from God’s covenant with Abraham. But
now they have been brought into union
with Jesus Christ. How so? Because Jesus’
sacrifice fulfilled the patterns in the Law
and put an end to it, the Law having been
a barrier between Jew and Gentile. Having
become Christians, these Ephesian Gen-
tiles are now fellow citizens and members
of God’s household. All of this is due to
no merit on their part but because of their
exercising faith, which faith is a gift of
God.

Next, prisoner Paul tells of the steward-
ship that God entrusted to him. Although
less them the least of all the holy ones, he
was entrusted with making known the sa-
cred secret that Gentiles may also become
partakers of the promises by coming into
union with Christ. By means of Jesus
Christ they can approach God with full
confidence and freeness of speech.

Paul again prays for his Christian broth-
ers, this time asking that God cause them
to become strong and firmly established by
faith and love upon a sure foundation. In
closing this part of his letter he expresses
the most encouraging thought that God
can do superabundantly more than all we
could ask or conceive.
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GOD'S “GIFTS” AS AN AID TO UNITY

Paul begins the second half of his letter
by counseling Christians to conduct them-
selves in a befitting manner, with complete
humility and mildness. To what purpose?
So that all may be united in the bond of
peace. Yes, oneness is so important! “One
body there is, and one spirit, . .. one hope
. .. one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one
God and Father of all.” (Eph. 4:2-6) A
sevenfold oneness! How far removed Chris-
tendom is from such oneness!

Continuing, Paul notes that God gave
gifts in men, such as apostles, prophets,
evangelizers, shepherds and teachers.
Why? Again, for the purpose of oneness:
“Until we all attain to the oneness in the
faith and in the accurate knowledge of the
Son of God,” no longer being babes but
becoming spiritually full grown, able to
stand firm and united as one body, where
each joint and member contributes to the
body’s well-being and usefulness.—Eph. 4:
11-16.

CHRISTIAN QUALITIES ESSENTIAL TO UNITY

To this end Christians must strip off
the old personality with its selfish desires
and practices and “put on the new person-
ality which was created according to God’s
will in true righteousness and loyalty.”
—Eph. 4:22-24.

For Christian unity to be maintained
they must speak truth with one another,
not continuing angry with one another, not
stealing from one another. Neither are
they to use foul language but, rather, are
to be saying what is good for building up
as the need may be. Far from being angry
and screaming at one another, Christians
are to be kind, tenderly compassionate,
freely forgiving one another, thus becom-
ing imitators of God, who also freely for-
gives.—Eph. 4:25-32.

Next Paul warns against sexual immo-
rality, which certainly can also act as a
divisive force. Christians are to avoid for-
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nication, uncleanness, shameful conduct,
obscene jesting. Instead of associating with
those who practice such things and sharing
therein, they are to “keep on making sure
of what is acceptable to the Lord” and
keep reproving those who practice such
wicked things. Yes, we must ‘keep strict
watch that how we walk is not as unwise
but as wise persons, buying out the op-
portune time’ for fruitful works, for the
days are wicked.” (Eph. 5:10,15,16) Rath-
er than get drunk with alcoholic beverages,
Christians should get filled with God’s
spirit; as an aid toward this it will help
if we speak to one another with psalms,
praises to God, spiritual songs, making mu-
sic in our hearts.

SUBJECTION AIDS TO UNITY

Paul next notes the principle of subjec-
tion, so essential to Christian unity. All
Christians are to be in subjection to one
another. Wives are to be in subjection to
their husbands. This certainly should not
prove irksome, if husbands, as Paul next
counsels, love their wives as their own bod-
ies—in fact, even more than themselves,
for they are to love their wives as Christ
loved the congregation. How much did he
love it? So much that he laid down his
life for it. Truly where a husband has
such love for his wife and his wife is fully
in subjection, they will have, as God pur-
posed in the beginning, a oneness together
as “one flesh.” For Christlike family one-
ness, children must be obedient to their
parents, and fathers must be careful not
to irritate their children unduly but to
bring them up in the discipline of Jehovah.
—Eph. 5:21 to 6:4.

Carrying the principle of oneness into
still another sphere of human relations,
Paul counsels slaves to be obedient to their
masters and to serve them with good in-
clinations. After all, God will reward right-
doing regardless of whether human mas-
ters do or not. At the same time, human
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masters, in dealing with their slaves,
should bear in mind that they have a
Master to whom they are accountable, in
the heavens.—Eph. 6:5-9.

SPIRITUAL- ARMOR ESSENTIAL-

Ephesus was a city famous not only for
its great temple of Artemis but also for
its magical arts. (Acts 19:11-20) Most fit-
tingly, Paul urges Christians to put on the
complete suit of armor from God, so as
to be able to take a firm stand against
“the world rulers of this darkness, against
the wicked spirit forces in the heavenly
places.” (Eph. 6:11-13) Of what does this
armor consist? It includes the truth of
God’s Word and a breastplate of righteous-
ness for the heart. Also, there is the equip-
ment of the good news of peace, the large
shield of faith, the hope of salvation as a
helmet, and as a weapon the sword of the
spirit, which is God’s word.—Eph. 6:14-17.

However, together with this complete
suit of armor something else is needed.
What is that? Prayer, to get help from
God. So Paul continues: “While with every
form of prayer and supplication you carry
on prayer on every occasion in spirit . . .
in behalf of all the holy ones.” Humbly
Paul asks that they also pray for him,
that he may speak the good news “with
boldness.”—Eph. 6:18-20.

In conclusion Paul writes that the be-
loved brother Tychicus will tell the con-
gregation there at Ephesus how Paul is
faring. From this it appears that he
brought Paul’s letter to them from Rome.
And, as Paul does in all his letters, he con-
eludes by praying that they may have
God’s undeserved kindness.

What an abundance of fine teaching and
exhortation regarding oneness for us today
the apostle has provided in his letter to
the Ephesians! May we become ever more
familiar with it, making it our own, and
bring our lives more closely in harmony
with it!
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HOW YOU CAN

“When once you have returned, strengthen
your brothers.” — Luke 22:32.

HERE is surely a need to be of help
to others. At no other time in his-

Hannah was so disappointed over barren-
ness and so vexed by a rival wife that

tory have so many people been disheafthe would weep and not eat.”—1 Sam.

ened by the wretched conditions in the
world—the prejudices, the injustices, the
poor housing, overcrowding, and so forth.
Others feel dejected because of bitter dis-
appointment, ill health, a sense of personal
failure, or the suspicion that they are
unwanted.

2Servants of God, too, may unexpected-
ly find themselves very depressed, and
may be surprised and confused when
they are subject to such feelings. At times
Christians have been known to ask in
despair: “Why is this happening to me?
What have | done? | should be strengthen-
ing others, but I cannot strengthen myself.
Have | committed the unforgivable sin?
Has God abandoned me?”

8However, such a Christian should not
be altogether surprised, as if his feelings
were unique. Other servants of God have
felt similarly, and were thus in need
of strengthening. For example, the Bi-
ble psalmist, feeling sad and abandoned,
wrote: “l will say to God my crag: ‘Why
have you forgotten me? Why do | walk
sad because of the oppression of the ene-
my2»» (Ps. 42:9) Elkanah’s beloved wife

1, 2. (a) Why is there a special need today to be of
help to others? (b) Do servants of God ever get de-
pressed and need strengthening?

3, 4. (a) What examples are there of pre-Christian
servants of God who were in need of strengthening
aid? (b) What evidence is there that first-century
Christians were also in need of strengthening?
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1:5-7.

4There were also first-century Chris-
tians who were in need of strengthening,
causing the apostle Paul to exhort the
Thessalonian congregation: “Speak con-
solingly to the depressed souls, support
the weak.” (1 Thess. 5:14) Following the
death of Jesus Christ, Cleopas and his
companion became very depressed. On the
road to Emmaus, they “stood still with
sad faces” and poured out their disap-
pointment, for they had hoped that Jesus
was destined to deliver Israel. And who
does not remember how, after denying
Christ the third time, Peter “went out-
side and wept bitterly”? He felt so terrible
for having allowed fear of men to cause
him to deny his Master.—Luke 24:13-21;
22:62.

5However, Jesus knew beforehand, due
to his divine foreknowledge, that Peter
was going to deny him. In fact, just a
few hours before, Jesus had spoken to
Peter about this, saying: “l have made
supplication for you that your faith may
not give out; and you, when once you
have returned, strengthen your
(Luke 22:32) As a result of his terrible
experience, Peter fully appreciated how
it felt to be depressed, and in need of
5. What command did Jesus give to Peter, and why
was it appropriately given to him?
THE WATCHTOWER — JUNE 15, 1976



strengthening. How appropriate, there-
fore, that it was to Peter that Jesus had
given the command: “STRENGTHEN
YOUR BROTHERS”!

CAN YOU STRENGTHEN OTHERS?

*Under the circumstances Jesus’ com-
mand was meant for Peter. However, it
is appropriate for all true Christians. Je-
sus frequently spoke to one person or just
a few, using them as a sounding board,
as it were, to convey his instructions to
others. On another occasion he told Peter
directly, “Shepherd my little sheep.” Simi-
lar instruction became applicable to the
other apostles present, and was repeated
for
2; Acts 20:28) And while it was only to
his initial followers that Jesus gave the
command, “Go therefore and make disci-
pies of people of all the nations,” this
command applies to all true Christians.
—John 21:15-17; Matt. 28:19.

7So if it is your desire to do so and you
yourself are strong, you can strengthen
others. Jesus never asks of his followers
anything that
they cannot ac-
complish. But
what did Jesus
mean by the
command,
“Strength-
en your
brothers” ?
What kind of
strengthening
did he have in
mind that we

6. Why can It be
said that this com-
mand was also ap”
propriate for all
true Christians?

7. What questions
are here raised?

should provide our Christian brothers?

8Jesus did not mean, in particular, to
provide physical aid which, in the form
of food, can strengthen the body. (Acts
9:19) No, but he had in mind that we
should provide our brothers with what
they need to strengthen them mentally
and spiritually. He meant for us to speak
or act so as to increase the confidence

8, 9. (a) What did Jesus mean by his command to
“strengthen your brothers”? (b) How do the original
Greek words translated “strengthen™ and “strengthen-
ing" verify this?

allChristian shepherds. (1 Pet. 5:1,

Jesus’ command to “strengthen your brothers” was
meant for all Christians. Do you strengthen others?
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and hope of fellow Christians, to comfort
them, to fix or establish them in the Chris-
tian way. The original Greek words that
are translated “strengthen” or “strength-
ening” in the Bible carry this idea.
9For example, when Jesus told Peter

N After a lengthy prayer, Jesus and his
apostles left the upper room where they
had celebrated the Passover, and went out
to the garden of Gethsemane. (John 16:
33-18:1) There, before leaving them in
order that he might pray privately, Jesus

to “strengthenyour brothers,” he used told Peter and two others of his apostles:

the Greek word sterizo, which carries
the meaning “to firmly set, to fix firm-
ly, make fast, prop, support.” Thus this
Greek word is also translated in the New
World Translation ‘make firm.” (Rom.
1:11; 16:25; 2 Thess. 2:17; 1 Pet. 5:10)
Other Greek words translated “strength-
en” and “strengthening” in the Scriptures
convey the meaning “to invigorate, to
support or confirm, and to give consola-
tion,” as we will see. But first, let us note
why Peter came to be in need of spiritual
strengthening. Such an examination may
help us to avoid making similar mistakes.

PETER’S FAILURE

10Turn your attention to the events just
prior to Peter’s denying of Christ. When
Jesus told his apostles during their last
evening together prior to his execution,
“All of you will be stumbled in connec-
tion with me on this night,” Peter boast-
ed: “Although all the others are stumbled
in connection with you, never will | be
stumbled!” (Matt. 26:31-35) According to
Luke’s record of the proceedings, Jesus
warned Peter in the hearing of the other
apostles: “Simon, Simon, look! Satan has
demanded to have you men to sift you
as wheat.” But Peter asserted: “Lord, I
am ready to go with you both into pris-
on and into death.” However, Jesus an-
swered: “I tell you, Peter, A cock will
not crow today until you have three times
denied knowing me.” (Luke 22:31-34) It
is interesting to note how Jesus’ words
were fulfilled that very night.
10. How did Peter reveal that he was overconfident
regarding his spiritual strength, but what did Jesus
foretell ?
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“Stay here and keep on the watch.” But
did they? The Bible record says: “He
came and found them sleeping.” Jesus
then turned to Peter and said: “Simon,
are you sleeping? Did you not have
strength to keep on the watch one hour?
Men, keep on the watch and praying, in
order that you do not come into tempta-
tion.”—Mark 14:32-38.

2Did Peter and the other apostles
obey? The Bible record continues: “He
went away again and prayed, saying the
same word. And again he came and found
them sleeping.” They did not listen! Be-
fore departing to pray again, Jesus no
doubt was even more urgent in his en-
couragement for them to keep awake and
to pray. However, Jesus *“came the third
time and said to them: ‘At such a time
as this you are sleeping and taking your
rest! It is enough! The hour has come!
Look! The Son of man is betrayed into
the hands of sinners.” ”—Mark 14:39-41.

B3Shortly afterward, Peter showed him-
self to be very much awake. He pulled a
sword, and chopped off the ear of Mai-
chus, a slave of the high priest, who was
with those coming to arrest Jesus. (John
18:10, 11) Jesus was seized and taken
away, and the apostles fled. However, Pe-
ter followed at a distance, apparently torn
between fear for his own life and his deep
concern as to what would happen to Jesus.
They came to the high priest’s residence,
and it was while in the courtyard that
Peter, on three different occasions, denied

11, 12. How did Peter and the other apostles repeatedly
fail to obey Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane?

13. (53. When Jesus was arrested and taken away,
what did Peter do? éb) Under what circumstances
was it that Peter denied Christ, and what were Peter's
feelings afterward about what he had done?
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even knowing Jesus, even wishing that
he himself might be cursed or damned
if he knew Jesus. At that moment a cock
crowed, and Jesus turned and looked upon
Peter, and he went outside and wept bit-
terly—Luke 22:47-62; Mark 14:71, 72,
The Jerusalem Bible.

LESSONS WE SHOULD LEARN

WMPeter had been so sure of his spiritual
strength, yet he stumbled, failing to main-
tain a faithful Christian course. How his
experience underscores the importance of
the warning: “Let him that thinks he is
standing beware that he does not fall”!
(1 Cor. 10:12) Yes, a lesson that we
should all learn from this is that none
of us should ever become overconfident
regarding our spiritual strength, believing
that there is no possibility that we could
fall. We can fall. Peter learned this, and
so he later wrote to fellow Christians:
“Keep your senses, be watchful. Your ad-
versary, the Devil, walks about like a
roaring lion, seeking to devour someone.”
—1 Pet. 5:8.

B Another lesson we should learn from
what occurred that night is that we all
need strengthening aid. While in the gar-
den of Gethsemane, Jesus endeavored to
provide that needed aid by urging his dis-
ciples to pray. They especially needed the
help that God can provide. As the apostle
Paul said, God “can make you firm,” that
is, he can strengthen or firmly set us to
withstand any pressures. (Rom. 16:25)
Even Jesus Christ needed this strength-
ening, as shown by what happened out
there in the garden while his apostles
were sleeping.

16Jesus himself, as we have noted, was
14. (a) What Bible warning is underscored by Peter’s
failure, emphasizing what lesson? (b) What "evidence
do we have that Peter learned this lesson?

15. (a) What other lesson should we all learn from
;?(lj%’) (b) What is the principal source of strengthening
16. 17. (a) What happened while Jesus was f)raying to

God in the garden? (b) How did the angel evidently
strengthen Jesus?
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praying. The Bible account says that he
“bent his knees and began to pray, say-
ing: ‘Father, if you wish, remove this cup
from me. Nevertheless, let, not my will,
but yours take place.” Then an angel from
heaven appeared to him and STRENGTH-
ENED [enislcMo] HIM.” (Luke 22:41-
43) Yes, Jehovah God provided angelic
help out there in the garden at that most
critical moment in Jesus’ life!

17The angel evidently spoke to Jesus,
providing information that invigorated
him, infusing in him new strength. This
is indicated by the Greek word eniskMo
here translated “strengthened.” In its only
other occurrence in the Bible, at Acts 9:
19, the apostle Paul is said to have “gained
strength” from eating food. But Jesus, on
the other hand, was strengthened, not by
physical food, but by the angel’s presence,
and no doubt by the angel’s encouraging
words. The apostles, however, were sleep-
ing, and thus were in no position to re-
ceive such strengthening.

18What about you? Are you awake to
receive spiritual provisions to strengthen
you? Remember, the Bible says: “Man
must live, not on bread alone, but on every
utterance coming forth through Jehovah’s
mouth.” (Matt. 4:4) These strengthening
utterances of God are not usually provided
by means of an angel, as they were to
Jesus. Rather, they are found in God’s
Word the Bible, which is regularly re-
viewed and discussed at Christian meet-
ings of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Are you alert
and attentive when present at these meet-
ings? On such occasions are you receiving
the spiritual strength you need from what
is said? Our very life depends on the
strength we derive from this spiritual
food.
18. (a) What do we need in order to have spiritual

strength, and where can we receive it? (b) Wﬁat are
some good questions to ask ourselves?
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HOW PETER REGAINED STRENGTH

19By his repeated denials, Peter, in ef-
feet, abandoned, not only Jesus, but Jeho-
vah God as well. But Jesus was confident
that Peter would return. He knew that
Peter basically had a good heart, but had
simply been overcome by fear of men. So
what did Jesus do? Did he expect Peter
to return by himself, without any aid or
encouragement?

20No, Jesus did what he could to help
Peter. First, he made supplication in Pe-
ter’s behalf, praying that his faith might
not give out completely. (Luke 22:32)
But more than that, some time after his
resurrection Jesus made a special appear-
ance to Peter, the disciples excitedly re-
porting: “For a fact the Lord was raised
up and he appeared to Simon!” (Luke
24:34) From what the apostle Paul also
said, this was evidently one of Jesus’ ear-
lier post-resurrection appearances. (1 Cor.
15:4-8) Why did Jesus give such special
attention to Peter, the one who had de-
nied him so vehemently?

211t was to strengthen him, to assure
Peter that he still loved him and wanted
him as his disciple. Are we not moved
by this merciful consideration for Peter?
Jesus’ action reminds us of the father of
the prodigal, who welcomed back with
open arms his repentant son. (Luke 15:
11-32) What effect do you think Jesus’
action had on Peter? How would you have
been affected? Peter was strengthened; he
became spiritually stronger than ever. He
returned. And do you remember what Je-
sus wanted the returned Peter, as well as
all of us, to do? “STRENGTHEN YOUR
BROTHERS,” Jesus said. In other words,
help firmly to fix or establish them in the
faith. How can we do this?
19, 20. La_) By his denials, in what position had Peter
placed himself? (b) What action did Jesus take in
connection with Peter’s return?

21. (a) What was the purpose of Jesus* paying special
attention to Peter? (b) How should this affect us?
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EXAMPLES TO IMITATE

22The best way is by following the
example of Jesus, imitating the way he
treated Peter and others who needed
strengthening. And as we can see, Jesus
was merciful and forgiving. We can
strengthen our brothers, firmly fixing
them in the faith, by dealing with them
in a similar way. We need to heed the
Bible counsel: “Become kind to one anm
other, tenderly compassionate, freely for-
giving one another just as God also by
Christ freely forgave you.”—Eph. 4:32.

ZBElders in the Christian congrega-
tion are particularly responsible to give
strengthening aid to their brothers, and
so need carefully to examine Jesus’ exam-
pie. He was altogether different from
the religious Pharisees who bound “heavy
loads and put them upon the shoulders
of men.” Jesus said, “My yoke is kindly
and my load is light.” (Matt. 23:4; 11:
28, 30) So, elders, imitate him by not hem-
ming in your brothers with rules that
reflect personal views regarding matters,
and which could be like “heavy loads”
to weaken them. Rather, cultivate in your
brothers a genuine appreciation for Jeho-
vah so that they are motivated from the
heart to want to please Him. This is what
will fix them firmly in the faith.

2APeter was successful in strengthening
his brothers. For instance, his fine exam-
pie of boldness and fearlessness in preach-
ing in the face of ridicule and opposition
was a source of encouragement to them.
(Acts 2:14-5:42) How strengthening, too,
were his upbuilding letters, the first of
which was written “to give encourage-
ment”! (1 Pet. 5:12) Other first-century
elders also strengthened their brothers by
giving encouragement, the Bible saying of
Paul and Barnabas: “They returned to
22. How can we best strengthen our brothers?
23. (a) What should elders in particular note in con-
nection with Jesus' example? (b) How can elders
show that they are imitating Jesus’ example?

24. (a) How was Peter strengthening to his brothers?
(b) How did other Christians strengthen their brothers?
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Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch,
strengthening the souls of the disciples, en-
couraging them to remain in the faith.”
Also, Judas and Silas “encouraged the
brothers with many a discourse and
strengthened them.” Later Paul “went
through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening
the congregations.”—Acts 14:21, 22; 15:
32, 41.

25The Greek word (an
enlarged form of translated
“strengthened” and “strengthening” here
in Acts carries the thought of confirming
or giving support to. Steven Byington’s
The Bible in Living English renders Acts
14:22: *“Fortifying the converts’ souls.”
The Jerusalem Bible reads: “They put
fresh heart into the disciples.” You elders
will want to imitate this example. By your
zealous example in field service, by your
fearlessness in the face of opposition, by
the encouragement you give and by your
stirring discourses, you will fortify your
brothers, putting fresh heart into them
and making them firm in the faith.

such obstacles as bad weather or physical
infirmities, you may well encourage others
to imitate your good example.

27Even those firmly fixed in the faith
may need strengthening, as was true of
Jesus himself. (Luke 22:43) We can fol-
low the example of Aristarchus, Justus
and Mark in providing such aid. The apos-
tie Paul, imprisoned in Rome, wrote of
them: “These very ones have become a
strengthening aid to me.” (Col. 4:10, 11)
Yes, they were of real assistance to Paul.
How? Well, the Greek word paregoria,
here translated “strengthening aid,” de-
notes a soothing or solace. “A verbal
form of the word signifies medicines
which allay irritation,” notes An EXxposi-
tory Dictionary of New Testament Words
by W. E. Vine. So by sticking with Paul,
by comforting and encouraging him, these
men were a strengthening aid to him.

BSimilarly today, by consoling and
comforting those depressed or those un-
dergoing trial, you will prove to be a
strengthening aid to them. Just letting

%  But not only elders should strengtherthem know that you care, that you love

their brothers. Every Christian should en-
deavor to do the same. How can you? Prin-
cipally by setting a fine example in your
obedience to Jehovah’s requirements; for
instance, by regularly attending Christian
meetings. While there, a mere friendly
smile or a cheery greeting can strengthen
a depressed brother. Especially upbuild-
ing to others can be your answers given
during congregational meetings. If these
are spoken from your heart, regardless of
how insignificant you may feel they are,
they can touch the hearts of your broth-
ers, strengthening them. (Heb. 10:23-25)
Also, by being active in preaching the
good news of God’s kingdom in spite of

25. (a) What thought is carried by these words
‘strengthened” and “strengthening” ? (b) So how can
modern-day elders strengthen their brothers?

26. How can every member of the Christian congrega-
tion strengthen his brothers?
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them, will build them up. Often a person
feels the need of someone to talk to, a
friend to whom he can unburden himself.
Thus by simply being a sympathetic lis-
tener you may be able to strengthen your
brothers. Since everyone can benefit from
encouragement, would it not be good for
us frequently to ask ourselves: “Can | re-
member to extend at least one loving act
to someone today—perhaps a kind word,
sympathetic thought to someone who is
upset, depressed or needing encourage-
ment?” Yes, how vital it is that we do
as the Bible says, “Keep comforting one
another and building one another up.”
—1 Thess. 5:11.

27. How were the apostle Paul’s three companions a
strengthening aid to him, as indicated by the Greek
word here used?

28. In keepin% with this Bible example, what are some
ways in which we can strengthen our brothers?
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STRENGTHEN YOUR BROTHERS NOW!

281t is especially vital now that we be
conscious of strengthening one another.
Why so? Because, even as in the first cen-
tury Peter and the other apostles suddenly
were subjected to severe trials, so we to-
day may well face even greater tests of
our faith as we draw ever closer to the
end of this system of things. Thus it has
never been more important that we give
strengthening aid to our brothers and re-
ceive the same from them. Be conscious,
then, of those in the congregation who do
well in building up and strengthening oth-
ers, and copy their example. But particu-
larly, consider the example of Jehovah
God and his Son.

30What stands out when we consider
their examples is how unselfish love can

29. Why is it especially vital now that we strengthen
our brothers?

30, 31. (a) How do Jehovah God and his Son set such
fine examples for us in strengthening others? (b) What
should it be your determination to do, and what result
can you expect for yourself?

1 'AVE you noted
J the inclination
of humans to attach un-
due importance to them-
selves? Many have the
tendency to be assertive,
and to draw attention to
themselves by their per-
sonal bearing, their
speech or their style of
living. Their ambitious, overconfident at-
titude may eventually lead to their ex-

1. What inclination do many humans have,
can it lead?
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have such a strengthening effect on oth-
ers. And notice how God takes the initia-
tive in showing his love. In fact, the Bible
says: “God recommends his own love to
us in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.” (Rom. 5:8) Yes, while
we were still doing hateful things against
God, perhaps even denying his existence
and breaking his laws in a most flagrant
way, God loved us and made provision
for us to enjoy everlasting life. (John
3:16) And his Son acts the same way
toward humankind. For example, even
while Peter was denying him, Jesus did
not cease loving Peter. Later, as we have
noted, he made a special post-resurrection
appearance to him, which would reassure
him of his love.

3LSo then, be like Jehovah God and his
Son. Strengthen your brothers. Love them
intensely from the heart. Take the ini-
tiative in doing so. As a result, you will,
in turn, be loved and strengthened by
them. How fine that will be!

“Gird yourselves with lowliness of mind
toward one another,..
be watchful.”— 1 Pet. 5:5-8.

. Keep your senses,

periencing an unpleasant letdown, even as
the ancient Bible proverb observes: “Be-
fore a crash the heart of a man is lofty.”
—Prov. 18:12.
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20n one occasion when Jesus Christ
accepted a Pharisee’s invitation to a ban-
quet, he noted that the guests had this
lofty heart attitude. The Bible says: “He
marked how they were choosing the most
prominent places for themselves.” (Luke
14:1, 7) So Jesus made use of the occa-
sion to teach a lesson in humility. He
gave the guests the following illustration:

3“When you are invited by someone to
a marriage feast, do not lie down in the
most prominent place. Perhaps someone
more distinguished them you may at the
time have been invited by him, and he that
invited you and him will come and say to
you, ‘Let this man have the place.” And
then you will start off with shame to oc-
cupy the lowest place. But when you are
invited, go and recline in the lowest place,
that when the man that has invited you
comes he will say to you, ‘Friend, go on
up higher.” Then you will have honor in
front of all your fellow guests. For every-
one that exalts himself will be humbled
and he that humbles himself be ex-
alted.”—Luke 14:8-11.

41n what clear and simple terms Jesus
showed how humility can safeguard a per-
son! (Prov. 16:18) But not only can it
save you from suffering possible embar-
rassment before humans, it will save you
from the adverse judgment of God, of
whom it is said: “God opposes the haugh-
ty ones, but he gives undeserved kindness
to the humble ones.” (Jas. 4:6; Luke 20:
45-47) Jesus indicated God’s estimation
of self-exalted, self-important ones when,
on another occasion, he was speaking to
“some who trusted in themselves that they
were righteous and who considered the
rest as nothing.” (Luke 18:9) To these
persons, he gave an illustration about a
Pharisee and a tax collector, explaining:

2, 3. (a) What did Jesus observe while attending a
ban(wet? (b) How did Jesus teach a lesson on humility
on that occasion?

4, 5 (@) From what can humility safeguard you?
(b) What illustration did Jesus give to persons who
trusted in themselves that they were righteous?
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5“The Pharisee stood and began to pray
these things to himself: O God, I thank
you | am not as the rest of men, extor-
tioners, unrighteous, adulterers, or even
as this tax collector. | fast twice a week,
I give the tenth of all things I acquire.’
But the tax collector standing at a dis-
tance was not willing even to raise his
eyes heavenward, but kept beating his
breast, saying: O God, be gracious to me
a sinner.’ | tell you, This man went down
to his home proved more righteous than
that man; because everyone exalts
himself will be humiliated, but he that
humbles himself will be —Luke
18:9-14.

6As we read the Bible, it is remarkable
to note how often Jesus encountered per-
sons who thought they were superior to
others, and how often he warned such
ones about the danger of their I-am-more-
important-than-others attitude. Again he
did so when speaking to the crowds and
his apostles in Jerusalem just a few days
before his execution. He said: “Do not
you be called Rabbi, for one is your teach-
er, whereas all you are brothers. . . . Nei-
ther be called ‘leaders,” for your Leader
is one, the Christ. But the greatest one
among you must be your minister. Who-
ever exalts himself will be humbled, and
whoever humbles himself will be
(Matt. 23:1127) But for whose benefit
particularly did Jesus again emphasize the
need of humility? Whom was he especial-
ly trying to help and safeguard?

ATTITUDE OF THE APOSTLES

TIt is important to note that, due to
inherited imperfections, humans are in-
dined to be selfish and to think more of
themselves than they ought to think. (Ps.
51:5; Rom. 12:3) In addition, the world
tries to cultivate in us the view that our
6. (a) What attitude did Jesus frequently encounter?
(b) What questions does this raise?

7. Why should it not be surprising that people are
inclined to be proud and to seek prominence?
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family, race or nationality is better than
that of others. It also encourages us to
try to get ahead, and to outshine others,
regardless of the methods used. So it
should not be surprising that people are
disposed to seek position and prestige. Oh,
persons may deny such a quest. “l don’t
want power,” they may say. But what
do their actions show? Did Peter, James,
John or any of the other apostles, for
example, manifest a desire to have a po-
sition of prominence? Well, what hap-
pened one day when, together with Jesus,
they were traveling home to Capernaum?

8This is how Mark recorded what oc-
curred: “Now when [Jesus] was inside
the house he put the question to them:
‘What were you arguing over on the
road?’ They kept silent, for on the road
they had argued among themselves who
is  greaterLuke also recorded this inci-
dent, but evidently neither he nor Mark
was present. (Mark 9:33-37; Luke 9:46-
48) However, the apostle Matthew was
there, and no doubt he was put to shame
because of his having taken part in the
argument. Though Matthew omits men-
tioning the argument, he describes how
Jesus, on that occasion, taught them a
lesson in humility, explaining:

9*So, calling a young child to him, he
set it in their midst and said: Truly I
say to you, Unless you turn around and
become as young children, you will by
no means enter into the kingdom of the
heavens. Therefore, whoever will humble
himself like this young child is the one
that is the greatest in the kingdom of the
heavens/* (Matt. 18:2-4) What a fine
way to impress upon his disciples the
value of humility! Little children natural-
ly look up to their elders and consider
them superior. The apostles needed to
8, 9. (a) What argument did Jesus’ apostles get into
on the ‘road to Capernaum? (b) How did Jesus on

that occasion teach his apostles t%at they had a wrong
attitude?
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turn around and become like that. Did
they? Did their attitude change?

10It was not long afterward that the
apostles accompanied Jesus to Jerusalem
for the eventful final week of his life. On
their way to the city, Mark records what
happened: “James and John, the two sons
of Zebedee, stepped up to him and said
to him: ‘Teacher, we want you to do for
us whatever it is we ask you for.” He said
to them: “‘What do you want me to do
for you?’ They said to him: ‘Grant us to
sit down, one at your right hand and one
at your left, in your glory.”” Perhaps
this request reminds you of the dinner
guests at the banquet who were choosing
the best seats for themselves. “Well, when
the ten others heard about it, they started
to be indignant at James and John.” The
other apostles did not approve of this
behind-the-back attempt of James and
John to secure a superior position in
Christ’s government—Mark 10:35-41.

11James and John, as well as the rest
of the apostles, were viewing matters
from an erroneous worldly standpoint.
Perhaps they thought back to when Is-
raelite kings of the Davidic line ruled hun-
dreds of years before. They may have
assumed that the Messianic king Jesus
Christ also would have an earthly govern-
ment with men of high position and rank.
They perhaps had personal ambitions to
serve in such high official capacities. In
any case, they had not learned the les-
son in humility. Therefore Jesus tried to
straighten out their thinking, telling them:
“You know that those who appear to be
ruling the nations lord it over them and
their great ones wield authority over
them. This is not the way among you;
but whoever wants to become great among
you must be your minister, and whoever
10. Later, what request did James and John make
of Jesus, and what was the reaction of the other ten
apostles?

11, ﬁ) What wrong viewpoint did the apostles have?
(b) How did Jesus try to straighten out their thinking?
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wants to be first among you must be the
slave of all”—Mark 10:42-44; Matt. 20:
20-28.

12In view of this thinking of Jesus’
apostles, we can be sure that he particu-
larly had them in mind when he told the
people in Jerusalem a few days later that
they should be humble, and not set them-
selves up as ‘teachers’ or “leaders.” (Matt.
23:8-12) Because of the apostles’ repeated
bickering, Jesus may have determined to
emphasize even more strongly their need
of humility. The opportunity presented
itself two days later when the twelve gath-
ered in an upper room in Jerusalem to
celebrate their last Passover together.

13As the apostles were not guests, but
merely had the use of the room, no ser-
vants were there to wash their feet. In
Eastern lands, where people generally
wore sandals or went barefooted, it was
an act of hospitality on the part of the
host to have the feet of visitors washed
when they entered his house. The task
was generally assigned to the lowest ser-
vant of the household. Thus, the young
woman Abigail showed true humility
when she addressed the servants of Da-
vid: “Here is your slave girl as a maid-
servant to wash the feet of the servants
of my lord.” (1 Sam. 25:41; Luke 7:44;
1 Tim. 5:10) The apostles, therefore, had
a fine opportunity humbly to provide this
needful service, but apparently the spirit
of rivalry was so strong in their hearts
that not one of them volunteered. As a
result, they proceeded to eat the meal,
contrary to custom, with unwashed feet.

UThe apostle John recorded what then
occurred: Jesus “got up from the evening

12. Whom did Jesus particularIY
he urged the people to be humble
‘leader”?

13. (a) In Eastern lands, how did a host customarily
show his guests hospitality? (b) So, what opportunity
did_ this gpive the apostles when they assembled for
their last Passover together?

14. 15. (a) What meaningful service did Jesus perform
for his apostles? (b) What lesson was Jesus thereby
inculcating, but what shows whether the apostles then
got the point of it?
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have in mind when
and not to be called

meal and laid aside his outer garments.
And, taking a towel, he girded himself.
After that he put water into a basin and
started to wash the feet of the disciples
and to dry them off with the towel with
which he was girded. . . . When, now, he
had washed their feet and had put his
outer garments on and laid himself down
at the table again, he said to them: Do
you know what | have done to you? You
address me, “Teacher,” and, “Lord,” and
you speak rightly, for I am such. There-
fore, if I, although Lord and Teacher,
washed your feet, you also ought to wash

the feet of one another.* ™—John 13:114".

BWhat a fine way to instruct his apos-
ties in humility! You would think that
they would have gotten the point. He was
teaching them an attitude of mind—one
of humility, one that would make them
disposed to perform the lowliest of tasks
in behalf of others. Yet what happened?
As the evening progressed, Luke explains:
" There alsoarose a heated dispute
them over which one of them seemed to
be greatest.” (Luke 22:24) Can you imag-
ine that! After all these efforts of Jesus
to teach them humility, they still did not
get out of their mind the idea of rank,
and of some having positions superior to
others. Their whole culture, dominated by
the proud Pharisees and Sadducees, evi-
dently had contributed to warping their
attitude so much that they could not ap-
preciate that all of them were brothers,
equal in station.

16Jesus’ references to God’s kingdom
that night doubtless laid the basis for this
argument about who seemed to be great-
est. (Luke 22:16-18) It is truly an out-
standing evidence of Jesus’ patience and
forbearance that he did not get angry with
his apostles and strongly reprimand them
for their selfish desire for distinction, and
16. (a) What comments of Jesus doubtless laid the

basis for the argument? (b) How did Jesus patiently
continue to try to help his apostles?
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to have the most prominent places with
him in his Kingdom glory. Rather, he
again patiently told them, no doubt with
an appealing tone to his voice: “The
kings of the nations lord it over them,
and those having authority over them are
called Benefactors. You, though, are not
to be that way. But let him that is the
greatest among you become as the youn-
gest, and the one acting as chief as the
one ministering.”—Luke 22:25-27.

VITAL TO LEARN THE LESSON

171t was so vital that they learn this les-
son of humility. Their very lives were at
stake, as well as the lives of the Christian
flock. How so? Well, consider to what
their attitude contributed that night. Jesus
warned them: “All of you will be stumbled
in connection with me.” But the apostles
protested that this would never happen.
They felt ready for any eventuality, and
so each said: ‘Even if we should die, we
will never disown you.” And in Peter’s
retort, we catch a strong hint of the ri-
valry that existed among them: “Although
all the others are stumbled in connection
with you, never will 1 be stumbled!”
—Matt. 26:31-35.

18Well, we recall what happened. All
the apostles failed their Master miserably.
They were inattentive, neglecting to listen
to his repeated instructions. And finally
they fled in fear, leaving Jesus to face the
mob that came to arrest him. And Peter
denied three different times even knowing
his Master! Peter had, in effect, said: ‘All
the others may have weaknesses in their
faith, but not I—I will never fail you,
Lord.” But his overconfident, I-am-more-
faithful-than-they-are attitude contributed

to a terrible crash for Peter. How vital it
17, 18. (a) Why was It vital that the apostles learn
humility? (b) "The overconfident attitude of the apos-
ties contributed that night to what?
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is to learn humility! Did the apostles even-
tually learn?

19Yes, they did. Jesus’ loving patience
with them was richly rewarded. An evi-
dence of this is the forthright, honest way
in which they recorded Jesus’ teachings
on humility. We can just imagine how
badly they must have felt when they
thought back on how they had acted. Nev-
ertheless, they wanted others to benefit
from their mistakes and particularly from
the fine instruction that Jesus provided
them. Further evidence that they learned
the lesson well is their own counsel encour-
aging humility. For example, the apostle
Peter later wrote: “All of you be like-
minded ... humble in mind.”—1 Pet. 3:8.

20Still other evidence that they finally
learned humility is found in the Bible book
of Acts. From reading it we can see how
the apostles worked together in unity to
build up the Christian congregation. None
of them ambitiously sought prominence
or prestige, nor did any act as though
he were chief among them, trying to
make his word law. Rather, evidently a
body of
besides the apostles, decided on important
matters affecting the Christian congrega-
tion. The disciple James, half brother of
Jesus, who was not an apostle, apparently
presided when the decision was made re-
garding circumcision. (Acts 15:6-29; 12:1,
2) This suggests that there may have been
a rotation of presiding elders, with one
acting as chairman on one occasion and
another at another time. A spirit of true
humility developed among the apostles.

THE LESSON EMPHASIZED—WHY?
21The apostle Peter, years later, felt
the need to emphasize the importance of

19, 20. (a) What evidence is there that the apostles
learned humility? (b) How, evidently, was the early
Christian congregation presided over, and what does
this indicate as to the attitude of the apostles?

21. How did_the apostle Peter emphasize the impor-
tance of humility?
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humility, and did so in the first of his
inspired letters preserved in the Bible
canon. In chapter four he mentions the
sufferings that Christians can expect to
undergo for their faithfulness to God, and
then says: “Therefore, to the older men
among you | give this exhortation . . .
Shepherd the flock of God in your care,
not under compulsion, but willingly . . .
neither as lording it over those who are
God’s inheritance, but becoming examples
to the flock. . . . But all of you gird your-
selves with lowliness of mind toward one
another, because God opposes the haugh-
ty ones, but he gives undeserved kindness
to the humble ones. Humble yourselves,
therefore ... Keep your senses, be watch-
ful. Your adversary, the Devil, walks
about like a roaring lion, seeking to de-
vour someone.”—1 Pet. 5:1-8.

2Why did Peter, after mentioning the
sufferings of Christians, say, “Therefore,
to the older men among you | give this
exhortation”? It is for the reason that if
elders lack humility, this attitude can add
to the suffering and burdens under which
Christian brothers may already be labor-
ing. But the humble attitude of elders is
refreshing, and makes it easier for broth-
ers to show endurance. (Isa. 32:1, 2) So
Peter admonishes elders ‘not to lord it
over those who are God’s inheritance, but
to become examples to the flock.’

23Evidently Peter recalled Jesus’ com-
ments about worldly rulers who “lord it
over them,” and who “wield authority
over them,” and that he said: “You,
though, are not to be that way.” (Mark
10:42-44- Luke 22:25-27) No, Christian
elders should not be like the proud Phari-

22. Why, after mentioning the sufferings of Christians,
did Peter use the word “therefore’’ in prefacing his
exhortation to elders?

23. (@) What comments of Jesus may have influenced
Peter to exhort elders not to lord it over the flock?
(b) With what quality should elders be girded, and
with what results?
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sees who told others what to do, but then
were unwilling to lift one finger to do
these things themselves. (Matt. 23:3, 4)
Rather, they should set the example; they
themselves should be willing to do what-
ever they ask others to do. They should,
along with all other Christians, ‘gird
themselves with lowliness of mind.” In
keeping with the meaning of the Greek
word enkombdomai, translated at 1 Peter
5:5 “gird yourselves,” they should secure-
ly ‘tie upon themselves as by knots’ this
humility. As a result, they will never con-
sider themselves above menial tasks, such
as cleaning the Kingdom Hall, or above
sharing in all features of the Christian
congregation’s preaching activities.

24At the same time, those who gird
themselves with humility will not arrogate
special comforts or privileges to them-
selves, as though they deserve better things
than those received by others. At Christian
assemblies, for instance, could it not be, in
effect, lording it over their brothers if
elders secure for themselves special meals
and the best work assignments, while al-
locating to their brothers what is infe-
rior? Or would it be setting the example
for the flock if they went to the head of
the cafeteria line and obtained their meals
ahead of those who had been waiting lon-
ger? True, there may be emergencies, due
to urgent work assignments, when it may
be necessary to go to the head of the
cafeteria line or to eat at a different time
or place than others do. Yet these are
matters to think about seriously. Why?

SFor one reason, when a person re-
ceives authority, he may especially be in-
dined to think that he is a better, more
deserving person than others. But is he?
24. In what ways might elders lord it over the flock?
25. (a) Are those with sgecial abilities or privileges of
service superior persons? (b) What counsel, then, is
it vital for Christians to heed?
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He may have certain abilities that qualify
him as a Christian elder and to handle
an assembly operation, but these abilities
do not make him a superior person.
(1 Tim. 3:1-7) Jehovah God does not
consider the elder, or any other human
with special abilities, to be superior to his
brothers. How vital it is, therefore, that
the person should be heeding God’s coun-
sel to exhibit “ lowlinessof
ing that the others are superior”! (Phil.
2:3) This humble frame of mind will safe-
guard a Christian from the terrible crash
that pride can bring.—Prov. 16:18; 18:12.

BAlso, this humble attitude of the
Christian elder will protect the flock. The
“sheep” can easily be stumbled and turned
away from the Christian congregation if
the elders arrogate to themselves special
privileges, seek prestige or prominence, or
in other ways show a proud, haughty
spirit. God’s Word urges: “In showing
honor to one another take the lead.”
(Rom. 12:10) But if the flock see the
elders, who are supposed to serve as ex-
amples, honoring themselves with the best
of things and acting in a high-handed,
arrogant way, how will the flock be af-
fected? They are bound to be hurt. The
sufferings that they endure because of
being Christians will be increased, and
this could lead to disaster.

26. How can lack of humility on the part of the elders
endanger the flock?

QAjiJit to *tafee

Z  Is it any wonder, then, that the apos-

tie Peter warned: “Keep your senses, be
watchful. Your adversary, the Devil, walks
about like a roaring lion, seeking to de-
vour someone”? If a Christian elder cul-
tivates a proud, haughty spirit, he may
open the way for the Devil to succeed in
devouring him, and also members of the
flock. So elders, seek to avoid even the
appeasiiege of being high-minded or supe-
rior. Gird yourselves with humility. Be ap-
proachable, kind, tender and compassion-
ate, as when a nursing mother cherishes
her own children. (Eph. 4:32; 1 Thess.
2:7, 8) Always look to the example and
teachings of Jesus Christ, and do your
best to imitate him.—Phil. 2:5-8.

28Just think how fine it will be when
all persons living exhibit lowliness of mind
and consider that others are superior to
them. What refreshment and peace there
will bel Even now, within the Christian
congregation, we are receiving a fore-
taste of this blessing of being associated
with humble, unselfish men, women and
children. Are we not encouraged, then, to
gird ourselves with humility? It can safe-
guard us, preventing us from being de-
voured by the Devil, and assist us to sur-
vive the *“great tribulation” and to live
eternally in God’s fast-approaching righ-
teous new order.—Ps. 133:1-3; Rev. 7:9-14.
27. How can elders keep their senses and keep the
Devil from devouring them and the flock?

28. What fine prospect is there for the future,
where do we get a foretaste of this?

and

GUBssia(T2 g

* With reference to the Messiah, John the Baptist said: “The
one coming after me is stronger than I am, whose sandals I
am not fit to take off.” (Matt. 3:11) In the first century C.E,
it was common for people to take off their sandals upon entering
a home and then to put them back on when leaving. The service
of taking off a person’s sandals was viewed as very menial, to
be performed by the lowest slave. Therefore, in saying what
he did, John expressed great humility, representing himself as
unworthy of being even a slave of the Messiah.
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-ATREACHEROUS CITY

EW cities of the ancient world were

as treacherous as Tyre. The cities of
Israel’s neighbors did not claim any friend-
ly relations toward those who worshiped
Jehovah God. At least for a time, Tyre,
however, was very different.

Hiram the king of Tyre, for example,
enjoyed friendly relations with the Judean
kings David and Solomon. He assisted
Solomon with materials and manpower in
building the magnificent temple to Jeho-
vah at Jerusalem. (1 Ki. 5:2-6; 2 Chron.
2:3-10) Later, Hiram and Solomon shared
in an extensive shipping enterprise. At
Ezion-geber on the Gulf of Agabah, Solo-
mon had built a fleet of ships. These ships
were then jointly manned by servants of
Solomon and skilled seamen sent by Hi-
ram—1 Ki. 9:26-28.

But friendly relations between Tyre
and God’s covenant people Israel did not
continue. Treacherously, Tyre eventually
allied herself with Israel’s enemies. The
inspired psalmist wrote: “Against your
[God’s] people they plot craftily; they
conspire against those whom you protect.
They say, ‘Come, let us destroy their na-
tion; let the name of Israel be remem-
bered no more!” Yes, they consult together
with one mind, and against you they are
allied: The tents of Edom and the Ish-
maelites, Moab and the people of Hagar,
Gebal and Ammon and Amalek, Philistia
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with the inhabitants
of Tyre."—Ps. 83:4-8,
New American Bible.

The treachery of
Tyre went to the point
where her slave mar-
kets were selling Is-
raelites to the Greeks
and the Edomites.
There being no Scrip-
tural reference to any
direct warfare be-
tween Tyre and Is-
rael, those sold may
have been taken as captives by other peo-
pies, thereafter coming into the hands of
Tyrian slave traders. Or, it may be that
the Tyrians made slaves of fleeing Israel-
ites who sought refuge in Tyre and its
vicinity.

On account of Tyre’s treachery, Jeho-
vah, by means of his prophets, declared
calamity for the city and her inhabitants.
We read: “I shall pay back your treatment
upon your heads. Because . . . the sons
of Judah and the sons of Jerusalem you
have sold to the sons of the Greeks.” (Joel
3:4-6) “This is what Jehovah has said,
On account of three revolts of Tyre, and
on account of four, I shall not turn it
back, on account of their handing over
a complete body of exiles to Edom, and
because they did not remember the cove-
nant of brothers. And I will send a fire
onto the wall of Tyre, and it must devour
her dwelling towers.”” (Amos 1:9, 10)
These prophetic words were progressively
fulfilled with the passing of centuries.

NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S SIEGE
Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar began
the siege of Tyre sometime after destroy-
ing Jerusalem and her glorious temple.
According to the first-century Jewish his-
torian Josephus, the siege dragged on for
thirteen years. During the long, exhaust-
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ing siege, the heads of the soldiers were
“made bald” from the chafing of their hel-
mets, and their shoulders were “rubbed
bare” from carrying materials used in
constructing siegeworks. Yet, despite Ml
this effort, Ezekiel 29:18 reports: “As for
wages, there proved to be none for [Nebu-
chadnezzar] and his military force from
Tyre for the service that he had per-
formed against her.”

Secular history gives no indication as
to how thorough or effective the Bab-
ylonian siege proved to be. From the pro-
phetic description contained in the book
of Ezekiel, however, we learn that the
Tyrians sustained great loss in lives and
property. (Ezek. 26:7-12) Evidently, then,
the Babylonians received ‘no wages’ for
their strenuous efforts in that they did not
get what they had hoped to receive. What-
ever spoils they took must have fallen far
short of their expectations. This may have
been because only the mainland city suf-
fered calamity, whereas the island city,
a short distance off the coast, escaped.

The indications are that Tyre recovered
from the blow meted out to her by the
Babylonians. When the Israelites returned
to Judah and Jerusalem from Babylonian
exile, the Tyrians supplied cedar timber
from Lebanon for rebuilding the temple
of Jehovah at Jerusalem. (Ezra 3:7)
Years later, in the time of Nehemiah,
Tyrian traders lived in Jerusalem and sold
fish and a great variety of other merchan-
dise in the city.—Neh. 13:16.

ALEXANDER THE GREAT’S SIEGE

But the prophetic word directed against
Tyre was not dead. The city was yet to
be stripped of all her glory. Emphasizing
that Tyre had not experienced the fi-
nal fulfillment of the prophecies directed
against her, Jehovah God moved his
prophet Zechariah to declare: “Jehovah
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himself will dispossess [Tyre], and into
the sea he will certainly strike down her
military force; and in the fire she herself
will be devoured.” (Zech. 9:4) This and
earlier prophecies witnessed a startling
fulfillment in the year 332 B.C.E.

It was then that Alexander the Great
of Macedonia, invading the Middle East,
demanded that the cities of Phoenicia, in-
eluding Tyre, submit to him. While the
other cities gave their allegiance to Alex-
ander, Tyre refused to open her gates to
him. At the time the city was located on
an island about half a mile (0.8 kilometer)
from the mainland and protected by mas-
sive fortifications. The portion of the wall
facing the mainland reached a height of
not less than 150 feet (46 meters).

Faced with Tyre’s stubborn refusal to
submit to him, Alexander began his siege
of the city. Having no fleet, he ordered
that old mainland Tyre be torn down and
the debris used for building a mole or
causeway to the island city. At the far-
ther end of the causeway, measuring some
200 feet (61 meters) in width, he set up
war engines and erected towers. Using
fire ships, the Tyrians managed to destroy
these towers and also damaged the mole.
Undaunted, Alexander had the towers re-
built and widened the mole. Realizing that
he could not attain certain success with-
out ships, Alexander got together a tre-
mendous fleet from Sidon, Rhodes, Mallus,
Soli, Lycia, Macedonia and Cyprus. Thus
the inhabitants of Tyre lost free access
to the sea. The fall of the city was sure.

Not wanting to drag out the siege,
Alexander ordered the construction of
floating siege equipment on which batter-
ing rams were mounted. His forces then
pushed their way into Tyre’s two harbors
and scaled her fortifications.

After having been besieged for seven
months, Tyre fell. Confronted with des-
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perate resistance even after the city was
taken, Alexander’s men put Tyre to the
flames. Besides the 8,000 Tyrians who
were slaughtered in battle, 2,000 were
later killed as a reprisal, and 30,000 were
sold into slavery.

END OF TYRE'S GLORY
While Tyre experienced a number of
revivals thereafter, Bible prophecy was
fulfilled upon her. Today the former glory
of Tyre is no more. Ruins and a small
seaport, called Souro, mark the site. Re-

garding the place, the Encyclopaedia Bri~

tannica (1971) notes that it “is of no
particular significance; it had an estimat-
ed population of 16,483 in 1961.” (Vol.
22, p. 452) Thus the history of Tyre to
the present day testifies to the correct-
ness of the prophetic word:

* If some anointed Christians survive into the
New Order, will they grow old and die, or how
will their earthly life end?

Frankly, the Bible does not say. In whatever
way it is to occur, the earthly life of these
spirit-anointed Christians will have to come to
an end so that they may receive their reward
of life in heaven.—1 Cor. 15:35-38.

Jesus’ illustration of the wheat and the
weeds shows that some “sons of the kingdom”
will be alive on earth at the 'tonclusion of the
system of things.” (Matt. 13:24-30, 37-43) Also,
certain Biblical patterns suggest that some of
these anointed ones may survive the destructive
"great tribulation.” (Matt. 24:21) Consider a
few of these patterns.

Ezekiel chapter 9 describes a "man” with a
secretary’s inkhorn who was to "mark” indi-
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“l [Jehovah] am against you, O Tyre, and
I will bring up against you many nations,
just as the sea brings up its waves. And they
will certainly bring the walls of Tyre to ruin
and tear down her towers, and | will scrape
her dust away from her and make her a
shining, bare surface of a crag. A drying
yard for dragnets is what she will become
in the midst of the sea."—Ezek. 26:3-5.

The fate of Tyre clearly demonstrates
that Jehovah God does not view treach-
erous action lightly. This should impress
upon us the importance of knowing God’s
will and sticking loyally to him. Just as
he will not leave treachery unpunished,
so, too, he will not fail to reward his
loyal servants. “God is not unrighteous,”
wrote the apostle Paul to fellow believers,
“so as to forget your work and the love
you showed for his name."—Heb. 6:10.

viduals who were to survive Jerusalem’s de-
struction in 607 B.C.E. It is understood that
this represents in our time the marking work in
which the collective body of anointed "sons of
the kingdom” are taking the lead. Ezekiel’s
account indicates that it was after the execu-
tional work in Jerusalem was done that the
"“man” who completed the marking turned in
his report to Jehovah. That suggests that some
of the anointed class will survive on earth the
executional work to come upon this generation.
(Ezek. 9:4, 8, 11) A related indication of this
same thing is the fact that the prophet Ezekiel
himself kept on living in Babylonia after the
destruction of ancient Jerusalem.
Additionally, Noah’s wife (who pictures
the class of anointed ones espoused to the
Greater Noah, Jesus) survived the flood.
(Matt. 24:37-42; Eph. 5:25307) Consider also
Elisha, who lived through the destructive work
carried out by Jehu, as the remnant of the
anointed today hope to survive the destructive
work of the Greater Jehu, Jesus Christ. (See
New Heavens and a New Earth' pages 95
and 321, and “Let Your Name Be Sanctified;"
pages 351-365.) Consequently, the remnant of

383



anointed Christians may live on earth beyond
the end of this wicked system of things to
complete their preaching and teaching to the
earthly generation, perhaps even to some of
the resurrected ones.—Ps. 71:18; 91:16.

If this understanding is correct, the anointed
Christians on earth in the New Order will have
to come to an end of their earthly life to take
their place in the "heavenly kingdom.”—2 Tim.
4:18.

Many Christians feel that it would be un-
likely for such anointed ones in the New Order
to continue to age and finally die as do many
persons today. Those reasoning this way think
it would be inappropriate for this to occur to
Christ’s spiritual brothers at a time when sur-
viving mankind is advancing toward bodily
perfection. So they have wondered whether God
might miraculously cut short the earthly lives
of the anointed ones, as he evidently did with
Enoch so that Enoch did not experience any
pangs of death. (Gen. 5:24; Heb. 11:5) God, of
course, could do that. But there simply is no
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clear-cut Scriptural statement that this is how
things will occur. Nor does the Bible suggest
any other answer to the question.

Consequently, we must trust in God. There
is no point in speculating as to details. If Je-
hovah felt that such information was necessary,
he certainly could have included it in his Word.
Yet he did not. Whenever and in whatever way
the anointed ones end their earthly life, they
will instantly be resurrected with an immortal
spirit body. That will be a victory over death.
(1 Cor. 15:51579) They will thus be able to join
the rest of the "bride” of Christ, reigning with
him in his rulership of one thousand years.
—Rev. 20:6.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
July 18: How You Can Strengthen Others. Page
368. Songs to Be Used: 63, 66.

July 25: How Humility Can Safeguard You.
Page 374. Songs to Be Used: 42, 106.

THE WATCHTOWER — JUNE 15, 1976



