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A watchtower enables a person to see far
into the distance and announce to others
what is coming. Can a magazine serve
similarly in our day? Yes, from its first
issue (July 1879) onward, The Watchtower,
published by Jehovah's witnesses, has done
just that.

How can it benefit you? Consider: Do you
long for a better world, one of true justice
and free from sorrow, hatred and war? Do
you want to live at a time when genuine
peace and love prevail among people of all
races? Then this magazine can aid you. Using
God's Word, the Bible, as its authority, it
points out the clear evidence that the present
wicked system of things will soon end,
destroyed by God. But it also announces
the coming in of a righteous new order.
There, under the rule of God's kingdom, his
heavenly government, people will enjoy life
forever in true peace, health and happiness
on a paradise earth.

Faithfulness to the Word of God lifts
The Watchtower above the contradicting
religious teachings and philosophies of men.
It stays strictly neutral as regards political
affairs. It wholeheartedly upholds the high-
est moral standard—that of man's Maker,
Jehovah God. From this source, it shows
solutions to the problems of daily life.

We know that many sincere persons would
appreciate a discussion of these things in
their own home with a qualified person.
One of Jehovah’s witnesses will be glad to
call on you free of charge. To arrange for
this, simply write the publishers of this
magazine or contact Jehovah’s witnesses
locally.
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YT AVE you noticed how few people
QJTJL these days seem to have genuine
joy? They keenly sense that something is
missing in their life, but they do not know
just what it might be. Has this been your
personal experience? If so, could it be be-
cause your spiritual needs are not being
satisfied?

We cannot escape the fact that we need
more than food, clothing and shelter to
make us happy. Otherwise unhappiness
would be unknown among materially pros-
perous people. But we know that this is
not the case. On the other hand, some
persons with little in a material way ex-
perience great joy. Why? They have
found that the Bible expresses a basic
truth when it says: “Happy are those
conscious of their spiritual need.” (Matt.
5:3) Such an awareness of spiritual need
prompts the individual to take action to
fill it. The spiritual satisfaction thus
gained can be the source of joy of the
highest caliber.

But where can a person look for spiri-
tual nourishment? Could it be in one of
the prominent religious organizations of
Christendom? Or, might it be among a
comparatively small group of devoted
Christians?

For an answer to these questions, let
us focus our attention on recent develop-
ments in Italy. Expressions such as the
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following are to be heard there: “We just
started a study of the Bible and have an
eager desire to get deeply into the only
truth in the world.” “lI want you to know
that | got farther and farther away from
religion but have a secret hope of finding
the light of the true faith.” “It is the third
time | have talked with your fellow work-
ers. Although I am a Catholic, 1 keenly
appreciate what you do and receive much
spiritual benefit from it. |1 accepted the
Bible study you offered and want to thank
you very kindly for the work you are ac-
complishing in spreading the Word of the
Lord.” These are but a few samples of
the comments received daily at the branch
office of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract
Society in Rome.

Some may think it strange that in Italy,
considered by many to be the cradle of
Christianity, there should be persons who
could not satisfy their spiritual needs in
their own church and want to study the
Bible with Jehovah’s Witnesses. Interest-
ingly, though, Cardinal Poletti, due to
people’s waning interest in the Church,
recently called Rome a “missionary field.”
This may well apply to all of Italy.

Yes, an ever-increasing number of Ital-
ians are becoming conscious of their spiri-
tual need. Particularly during the last
thirty years there has been greater em-
phasis on getting advanced education. So
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Italians are reading more, and one result
has been that many have come to realize
that they have not received Bible educa-
tion from their religious leaders. In fact,
until quite recently reading of the Holy
Scriptures was not encouraged by the
Church.

HANDICAPPED PERSONS RESPOND

The Bible’s message appeals to people

of all kinds. Severely handicapped persons,

for example, are no excep-

tion. They, too, can experi-

ence great joy when their

spiritual hunger is satisfied.

Take the case

of one young man

in Italy whose

arms and legs

were paralyzed

in the prime of

youth on account

of a road acci-

dent. Thereafter

a friend spoke to him about the Bible and

presented him a copy, along with the Bible

study aid The Truth That Leads to Eternal

Life. Within two months the young man

had read these from cover to cover and be-

gan studying the Holy Scriptures with Je-

hovah’s Witnesses. Soon he recognized the

importance of sharing with others what

he had learned. His brother-in-law, who

was not then one of Jehovah’s Witnesses,

would take him by car so that he could

speak with others about the Scriptures.

Since the paralyzed man had to remain in

bed or in his wheelchair, he would take

advantage of every occasion to speak to

those who visited him. Also, he tried writ-

ing letters by tying a pen to his wrist. But

this did not work too well, as his writing

was just too bad. So he bought an electric

typewriter and came up with a device that

could be tied to his wrist, enabling him to
strike the keys with it.
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Six months after his baptism, this young
man began devoting about one hundred
hours each month to aiding others to learn
about the Bible. He conducted as many
as six Bible studies, and had the great joy
of seeing three of the persons with whom
he studied progress to the point of getting
baptized at a circuit assembly of Jehovah’s
Witnesses.

In spite of his physical condition, he is
finding happiness in assisting others spiri-
tually. In one of his letters, he writes:
“l am grateful to Jehovah because he has
given me the potential to cultivate heart-
felt interest in the Holy Bible and the de-
sire to serve him.”

Through a study of the Bible, a deaf-
mute couple were likewise helped to find
real satisfaction and joy in life. Besides
their physical handicap they had other se-
rious problems. Their marriage was most
unhappy.

Every night the husband would come
home drunk and would at times beat his
wife. Their fi-
nancial situa-
tion was very
bad, and they
had to support
four children
ranging in age
from six to
thirteen years.

Because of

poor health,

the wife feared another pregnancy. When
she again became pregnant, she tried to
commit suicide. But she was rushed to the
hospital and so escaped death. At this time
a deaf-mute friend of hers, who studied
with Jehovah’s Witnesses, communicated
with her about God’s kingdom. This woman
gladly accepted the offer of a Bible study.
Soon her husband joined in the discus-
sions.

As a result of having their spiritual
needs filled, their life changed for the bet-
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ter. No longer did the husband smoke,
beat his wife or get drunk. Freed from
expensive habits, the family’s economic
situation improved noticeably. Later, the
wife got baptized at a circuit assembly of
Jehovah’s Witnesses in 1974, and the hus-
band was immersed in the summer of 1975
during the “Divine Sovereignty” District
Assembly. Presently both are busy in help-
ing other deaf-mutes in Italy to come to
an accurate knowledge of the truth.

A NEW AND HAPPIER WAY OF LIFE
Thieves, drug addicts, prostitutes, as
well as persons whose lives were all
wrapped up in such things as sports and
the like, have come to appreciate the value
of spiritual things. That is why they are
now pursuing a much happier way of life.

Unknown to herself, a Witness mother
played a role in helping a thief to make
a start in caring for spiritual needs. She
customarily read aloud to her baby from
the Bible. One evening she concluded her
reading with Ephesians 4:28: “Let the
stealer steal no more, but rather let him
do hard work, doing with his hands what
is good work.” Then she closed the Bible,
put it on the bedside table, and turned
off the lights to sleep. When she got up
the next morning, the Bible was nowhere
to be found. No one in the home knew
anything about it. What had happened to
this Bible?

Some months later, during a district as-
sembly of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Cagliari,

Sardinia, aman
approached her
and asked:
“Do you know
where | got a
knowledge of
the truth?”
“No, | don’t,”
was her reply. He con-
tinued: “I got to know it
under your bed.” The
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Witness could not believe what she was
hearing. Shown the Bible he had with him,
she immediately recognized it as the one
that had disappeared from her bedside
table. The man explained that he had gone
into her house to steal. But, hearing a
noise, he hid under the bed and stayed
there until the Witness finished reading
her Bible, turned off the light and fell
asleep. “As soon as | was sure you were
asleep,” the man added, “I took the Bible
from which you read ‘Let the stealer steal
no more,” left the house and went home.
That Bible was my last theft.” In the mean-
time he had looked for Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses and started a Bible study.

Then there was a young Italian woman
who tried to study and to explain the Gos-
pel to others, but did so under the influ-
ence of drugs. Later she came in contact
with Jehovah’s Witnesses and, with her
husband, began studying the Bible with
them. On the basis of what they learned,
they stopped living an immoral life and
using drugs. Both are now trying to help
other young people to appreciate that God
can be reached, not by using drugs, but
by doing his will as explained in the Holy
Bible.

There are times when those who take
in the rich spiritual food of God’s Word
come to look at matters from a completely
different standpoint. Spiritual things be-
gin to take on the greatest importance in
their life and they are willing to give up
things that at one time were very dear
to them.

This was the experience of a girl who
had become a champion discus thrower.
She relates: “Every day | would be at the
stadium for training. Rain or wind would
not stop me. My goal was to win the Ital-
ian record for my sport.” But, then, as
she studied the Bible, this girl realized
that involvement with competitive sports
could hinder her from cultivating the right
Christian spirit. So she decided to quit
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sports and eventually, as she herself wrote,
“was baptized in Rome at the same sta-
dium where | used to be honored for my
sports performances.”

Another who began to look at his life
differently was the owner of a gymnasium
where judo and karate were taught. After
studying the Bible, his conscience moved
him to view training for violence in a dif-
ferent light. He decided to sever his con-
nections with these “martial arts.” Having
acted in harmony with his conscience, he
takes delight in acquainting others with
the Christian message of peace.

A MARVELOUS LIBERATION

Truly, spiritual food from Gods Word
has helped people to break free from ways
that they came to appreciate as being out
of harmony with Christian living. Some
in Italy have also experienced a liberation
from harassment by superhuman forces.

This is what
happened to
a nine-year-old
girl. One day she
went to visit her
aunt and was
brought before a
clairvoyant in
trance. As a re-
suit, the little
girl was struck
with paralysis,
her eyes became
wide open and glassy, and the color of her
face turned extremely pale. From then on
the girl had visions and heard voices; she
was also able to perform apparent healings
and to foretell deaths. Experiencing sleep-
less nights, she was greatly upset and
often cried out of fear. She also perspired
profusely as if engaged in a fight. On her
breast the figure of a cross appeared. It
looked as though her breast had been cut
open.
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The girl’s parents were very distressed
about what was happening to their child.
Clergymen were unable to provide any
help. One of them even suggested the pos-
sibility that the little girl was on the way
to “holiness.” But the child suffered great-
ly and was most unhappy. She wanted so
much to be like all the other little girls
and play, run and jump.

When the father was in the depths of
hopelessness, he came in contact with Je-
hovah’s Witnesses. He told them about his
daughter’s condition. From the Bible, he
was shown that what had happened to her
was not the will of God. A Bible study was
started with the whole family. When they
recognized that Jehovah’s Word condemns
idolatrous images, they got rid of every-
thing in their home that had associations
with false worship. As the little girl pro-
gressed in the study of the Bible, she be-
gan experiencing grand relief. Soon she
no longer heard “voices,” visions varnished
and the cross on her breast disappeared.
She regained the joy of living, and the
entire family was happy for the unde-
served kindness of Jehovah God. Soon they
expressed their gratitude by getting bap-
tized, symbolizing their dedication to the
God of mercy, Jehovah.

PERSONS IN RELIGIOUS PROFESSIONS

It is also noteworthy that people in re-
ligious professions are giving evidence
that their spiritual needs are not really
being cared for. lItalian magazines and
newspapers continue to report that more
and more seminaries are closed or almost
empty because fewer young men are will-
ing to take up the priesthood. Also, a grow-
ing number of priests, nuns and friars are
leaving religious orders and taking up oth-
er vocations. And surprisingly, among Je-
hovah’s Witnesses can be found a growing
number of former nuns, friars and priests.
How did these persons become aware of
a spiritual need?
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There was the friar who was sitting at
the door of a monastery when a woman
came to tell him that Jehovah’s Witnesses
had visited her home and left the Watch-
tower and Awake! magazines. He sug-
gested that she leave the magazines with
him, so that she would not be contami-
nated by reading the two journals. But
this friar later read the magazines and
was startled to learn that the Gospel ac-
counts speak of Jesus as having half
brothers. As soon as he could, he went to
the library and eventually located a Bible.
After looking up the Bible quotations ap-
pearing in the magazines, he was con-
vinced that they contained the truth.

To the best of his ability, he began to
tell the other friars what he had learned.
For this, he was reproved, moved to other
monasteries and finally taken to a hos-
pital on the pretense of being insane. Upon
being released from the hospital, he went
home and explained to his family why he
left the monastery. They were furious with
him, but he did not lose his courage. He
located Jehovah’s Witnesses and began
studying the Bible with them.

For several years now this former friar
has been proclaiming Bible truth to others
and is finding great joy in doing so.

Another case in point is a man who had

been a parish
priest for seven-
teen years. He
was very con-
scientious about
observing the
precepts of the
Church. But then
certain doctrines
began to trouble him. He was unable to
understand how a God of love could tor-
ment His own intelligent human creatures
in a fire throughout eternity. Later he had
the opportunity to read the Bible study
aid The Truth That Leads to Eternal Life
and other Watch Tower publications.
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After some months of meditation he de-
cided to give up his position as parish
priest and find secular work. He began to
associate regularly with the local congre-
gation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Finally he
symbolized his dedication to Jehovah God
by water baptism. He is now finding much
joy in conducting Bible studies with some
of his former parishioners.

SMALL BEGINNINGS

The work of Bible education carried on
by Jehovah’s Witnesses in modern times
had a very small beginning. Italy is no
exception. Back in 1946 only 120 persons
were spreading the Bible’s message to
their neighbors. By 1950 that number had
increased to 1,211. Twenty-five years later,
in 1975, 56,264 were busy in encouraging
others to study the Bible.

Many more persons are attending the
meetings of Jehovah’s Witnesses in their
Kingdom Halls. Often the attendance is
double the number of Witnesses associated
with that particular congregation. To com-
memorate the Lord’s Evening Meal on
April 7, 1975, for example, 120,031 were
present in the various congregations
throughout Italy.

As in Italy, people elsewhere from all
walks of life have benefited greatly from
studying the Bible with Jehovah’s Chris-
tian witnesses and attending their meet-
ings. Once having their own spiritual needs
filled, they are eager to share with others
what they have learned. This adds to their
happiness, for the Scriptures tell us,
“There is more happiness in giving than
there is in receiving.”—Acts 20:35.

If you desire the joy that comes from
having spiritual needs satisfied, why not
invite Jehovah’s Witnesses to conduct a
free Bible study in your home or at any
other location convenient for you? See for
yourself how a regular program of spiri-
tual feeding can enrich your life and add
immeasurably to your joy.
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OD’S ser-
G vants have
always met stiff
opposition in
their efforts to
help people. Je-
sus Christ’s op-
ponents used
every form of
ridicule and criticism, with false charges
based on any trivial thing that they could
find.

Because Jesus ate and drank they ac-
cused him of being a glutton and a wine-
bibber. (Matt. 11:19) Because he went to
the homes of sinners when invited and
spoke the good news to them, they said
he was mixing with sinners. (Mark 2:15,
16) When he actually cured people, releas-
ing them from the grip of terrible diseases,
they wanted to stop him on the ground
that he broke their self-made rules con-
cerning the Sabbath day.—Matt. 12:9-14.

These religious men preferred to let the
people suffer if they could just do away
with Jesus, because his preaching and
course of action showed them up to be
teachers of no value. (Matt. 15:14) They
wanted plaudits of men rather than honor
for or from God.—Matt. 23:5-7.

The apostles experienced the same op-
position. When Paul was unjustly in a
Roman prison, put there at the instance
of religious opposers for spreading the
light of the freedom-giving good news, his
opponents did all they could to ruin the
good effects of his preaching. Paul said
about this: “True, some are preaching the
Christ through envy and rivalry, but oth-
ers also through goodwill. . . . The former
do it out of contentiousness, not with a
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pure motive, for
they are suppos-
ing to stir up
tribulation for
me in my pris-
on bonds.”
—Phil. 1:15-17.
These who
were ‘stirring up
tribulation’ for Paul were mainly Jews who
had claimed to become Christians, but had
broken away from Paul’s pure apostolic
teaching. They feared to suffer reproach
and persecution as Christ had suffered.
(Gal. 6:12, 13) They did not have pure
motives, but sought to cause doubts,
strifes, divisions—in short, to tear down
the apostle’s work and the spirituality of
those he had worked so hard to build up.
They wanted to break down the apostle’s
spirit by adding to him this burden on top
of the prison bonds he was suffering.
When writing to the congregation at
Corinth about such opponents, Paul de-
scribed the hardships that he and his com-
panions had undergone, “through glory
and dishonor, through bad report and good
report; as deceivers and yet truthful.”
(2 Cor. 6:8) Yes, these fighters against
Paul even went so far as to say that he
was a deceiver, misleading the disciples.
This was to the end that the congrega-
tions might break up—that these men
might cause the true Christians to break
away from the congregations. It was not
so much an effort to get new disciples of
their own from the outside world. No, it
was an attack against the Christian con-
gregation, to “draw away the
of Christ, and to keep others from listen-
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ing to the message that these true disciples
proclaimed.—Acts 20:30.

Therefore, it is obvious that these oppo-
nents of the early Christians were not try-
ing to build up others, even though they
themselves claimed to be Christians. They
themselves were not occupied in making
disciples of Christ, but they tried to tear
down those who might be listening to the
good news.

TRUE PREACHING BUILDS UP
What about the situation today as to
the preaching of the good news of Christ’s
kingdom and its coming rule over earth?
Jehovah’s Witnesses as modern-day Chris-
tians are working hard to get this good
news preached to every individual. They
do not claim infallibility or perfection.
Neither are they inspired prophets. But
they are trying to live clean lives and to
help people by teaching them the good
news. Millions are responding.

Is such activity a building work? One
only has to look at the results. When we
examine this activity can we not see an
outstanding example of worldwide unity
of teaching, conduct and love? We find
people in the hundreds of thousands each
year changing their personalities so that
they become law-abiding citizens, main-
taining Scriptural morality, raising happy
families, bringing to others the same high
standards. Where else do we find people
that take their own time and resources
to show love for their fellowman by spend-
ing hours calling on people at their homes
and teaching interested ones the truths of
God’s Word? Where else do we observe
such an international program eliminating
racism among those taught, and where
they are ‘beating their swords into plow-
shares, learning war no more’? (lsa. 2:4)
Where else do we find a body of people
concerned with supporting and defending
the purity of Bible truth at all cost?
—1 Tim. 3:15.
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TEARING DOWN BUT NOT REBUILDING

Nevertheless, as with early Christians,
Jehovah’s Witnesses have opposers today.
Some spring out from among their own
ranks, just as it was with early Chris-
tianity. (Acts 20:30) But what is the ob-
jective of such men? It is to down.
What they say and publish is almost whol-
ly in the form of an attack upon Jehovah’s
Witnesses. Do we see them upbuilding any-
one? Are they sharing in a great ingath-
ering of clean-living, Kingdom-preaching
Christians? If they do draw away some-
one who is associated with Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, where is this person to go? Where
will he be built up spiritually?

The same questions arose when Jesus
was on earth. Some began to murmur and
to walk away from Jesus because he said
something that they could not accept. Je-
sus then asked his apostles: “You do not
want to go also, do you?” Simon Peter
answered: “Lord, whom shall we go away
to? You have sayings of everlasting life.”
(John 6:67, 68) Where could they get
spiritual upbuilding? Could they go to
these disgruntled ones and get help? They
knew they could not. They would only
have to abandon what they had believed
and have nothing, or go back to the bond-
age of Judaism, from which Christ had
liberated them.—Gal. 4:8-11.

Do modern-day opponents of Jehovah’s
Witnesses have a program for building
people up in a knowledge of God? Do they
offer the people a progressive spiritual
education? No. They generally ally them-
selves with the religious systems of Chris-
tendom, often recommending that people
join or rejoin the denomination of their
choice. In cases the clergy let these dis-
gruntled ones use their pulpits, not to
preach the Gospel, but in an attempt to
tear down Jehovah’s Witnesses. Further-
more, these men go back to the things
that they themselves once threw down
and publicly declared as false—the doc-
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trine of the Trinity (‘God in three per-
sons’), the immortality of the human soul,
a hellfire of torment for the wicked, and
other unscriptural teachings. They say
that the Witnesses deceived them, some-
times for many years—the same charge
that “false apostles” made against Paul.
But now, they say, they have suddenly
seen the light—that these doctrines that
they had rejected were true all along. They
repent at having doubted such doctrines
and having talked against these while being
associated with the Witnesses.

Does not this wavering from one posi-
tion to another raise questions as to the
sincerity of these opposers? Most of them
were former church members who came
to declare that such doctrines were false,
originating in non-Christian religions.
While they were associated with Jehovah’s
Wi itnesses they offered proofs of their con-
viction to others as they preached to them.
Are these men, when turning against Je-
hovah’s Witnesses, following the pattern of
the apostle Paul? He once was a firm be-
liever in Judaism, believing that he could
gain righteousness by works of the Mosaic
law. But he threw these things down when
he became a Christian. His opposers said
that Christians should return to subjection
to the things of the Law, and trust in such
works for salvation. Paul answered: “If
the very things that I once threw down
I build up again, I demonstrate myself to
be a trangyesa—Gal. 2:18.

It is a serious matter to represent God
and Christ in one way, then find that our
understanding of the major teachings and
fundamental doctrines of the Scriptures
was in error, and then after that, to
go back to the very doctrines that, by
years of study, we had thoroughly deter-
mined to be in error. Christians cannot
be vacillating—‘wishy-washy™—about such
fundamental teachings. What confidence
can one put in the sincerity or judgment
of such persons?
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Moreover, Jesus said of his disciples:
“They are no part of the world.” (John
17:16) Butwho can deny that the church-
es of Christendom are an integral part of
the world? Those going back to ally them-
selves with these churches ignore the fact
that the clergy have blessed the wars of
the nations, members of the same denomi-
nation praying on both sides for the vie-
tory of their own army and the destruction
of the other. Persons returning to support
these denominations bring back upon
themselves the bloodguilt from which they
were once freed—Compare Numbers 35:
33; Revelation 18:24.

If a person has cleaned up from doc-
trines that dishonor God—the Trinity, the
fiendish torment of souls in an eternal hell
of fire, the destruction of our planet Earth,
the support of blood-spilling national war-
fare and like beliefs that would make the
Christian defiled as a part of the world—
and then turns back to take up these doc-
trines again, he is doing what the apostle
Peter described of some persons in his day.
Peter wrote: “Certainly if, after having
escaped from the defilements of the world
by an accurate knowledge of the Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, they get involved
again with these very things and are over-
come, the final conditions have become
worse for them than the first. For it would
have been better for them not to have ac-
curately known the path of righteousness
than after knowing it accurately to turn
away from the holy commandment deliv-
ered to them. The saying of the true prov-
erb has happened to them: The dog has
returned to its own vomit, and the sow
that was bathed to rolling in the mire.””
—2 Pet. 2:20-22.

MAKING SURE OF ONE’S POSITION
How, then, can a person be sure that
his position is right if he has developed
faith in Jehovah God and His kingdom
through studying with Jehovah’s Witness-
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es? On this point the apostle Paul admon-
ished Timothy, who faced men who would
try to shake his faith. Paul said: *“You,
however, continue in the things that you
learned and were persuaded to believe,
knowing from what persons you learned
them and that from infancy you have
known the holy writings, which are able
to make you wise for salvation through
the faith in connection with Christ Jesus.”
—2 Tim. 3:14, 15.

How was this advice very helpful to
Timothy? Well, Timothy had been raised
by a devout Jewish mother and grand-
mother. He knew what the Hebrew Scrip-
tures said. He was persuaded to believe
them, and to acquire faith “without any
hypocrisy.” (2 Tim. 1:5) Then, when he
heard the teaching of the apostle Paul,
he was further persuaded (not through
smooth talk, but by proving Paul’s teach-
ings from the Scriptures) to accept Chris-
tianity. Now Paul tells Timothy to recall
from what persons he learned: Were they
teaching him for some selfish gain—to get
money or make a slave of him, or did they,
instead, truly love him? Was he made a
disciple of a man, Paul, or of the Lord
Jesus Christ? Knowing these things, he
would be able to discern the bad motive
in one who would try to turn him away.

Likewise, Jehovah’s Witnesses today,
and those learning from them, can con-
sider: What persuasive power has con-
vinced me of the things | have come to
believe? Was it smooth or clever talk by
men? Was | in any way forced or put un-
der coercion? And what about those who
taught me? Were they profiting financial-
ly? Did they ask for money to pay for
their time and expense of coming to my
home regularly? Did they make me a dis-
ciple of themselves, and when teaching me,
did they tell me what to do out of their
own ‘wisdom,” or did they appeal to the
Scriptures as a guide? Did the ones calling
on me show concern for me? Had other
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religious organizations shown such con-
cern? Paul said concerning himself and
his associates when they were in Thessalo-
nica, “We became gentle in the midst of
you, as when a nursing mother cherishes
her own children. So, having a tender af-
fection for you, we were well pleased to
impart to you, not only the good news of
God, but also our own souls, because you
became beloved to us.” (1 Thess. 2:7, 8)
Were you also beloved by those who came
to you, and did they put themselves out
repeatedly, as ‘imparting their own souls
to you'?

What a contrast, then, such Christians
would find if they thought about the kind
of persons the opposers showed them-
selves to be! As Paul wrote to the con-
gregation at Rome: “Now | exhort you,
brothers, to keep your eye on those who
cause divisions and occasions for stum-
bling contrary to the teaching that you
have learned, and avoid them. For men of
that sort are slaves, not of our Lord Christ,
but of their own bellies; and by smooth
talk and complimentary speech they se-
duce the hearts of guileless ones.”—Rom.
16:17, 18.

RESULTS TO THOSE WHO FIGHT
GOD’S SERVANTS

What, then, shall we say about the ef-
forts of the few disgruntled persons who
try to tear down the work and effects of
the preaching done by Jehovah’s Witness-
es? It turns out as the apostle wrote about
those who preached in order to tear him
down: “What then [shall we conclude]?
Nothing, except that in every way, wheth-
er in pretense or in truth, Christ is being
publicized, and in this I rejoice.” (Phil.
1:18) By making a contention these un-
wittingly awaken attention to what Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses are saying. Paul refers
back to the Egyptian magicians in Moses’
day as an example of the final outcome of
such opposition efforts. He says: “Now
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in the way that Jannes and Jambres re-
sisted Moses, so these also go on resisting
the truth, men completely corrupted in
mind, disapproved as regards the faith.
Nevertheless, they will make no further
progress, for their madness will be very
plain to all, even as the madness of those
two men became.2—" Tim. 3:8, 9.

At Hebrews 6:4-8 the apostle describes
the even more perilous situation of those
who fall away from the truth. Then he
speaks to those who have been faithfully
and sincerely serving God, saying: “How-
ever, in your case, beloved ones, we are
convinced of better things and things ac-
companied with salvation, although we
are speaking in this way. For God is not
unrighteous so as to forget your work

and the love you showed for his name, in
that you have ministered to the holy ones
and continue ministering. But we desire
each one of you to show the same indus-
triousness so as to have the full assurance
of the hope down to the end, in order that
you may not become sluggish, but be imi-
tators of those who through faith and pa-
tience inherit the promises.”—Heb. 6:9-12.

Following the fine counsel of the Scrip-
tures, let everyone who has undertaken
to bear the name of Christ and of Jehovah
his Father continue through faith and
patience to build up his Christian brothers
and his neighbors so that he may inherit
the marvelous promise of everlasting life
for himself and help others also to attain
it—1 Tim. 4:15, 16.

Insight on the News

e “The dream of everlasting life is probably
as old as mankind,” wrote Dr. Viktor Tobiasch
in “Ausblick,” a West Ger-
man journal. He cited various
efforts to lengthen the human
life-span. These have includ-
ed use of organ extracts and
even the ‘freezing’ of the
body in liquid nitrogen so
that it might be thawed out “to a new life.”

Prof. Tobiasch also said that around 1955,
in highly developed lands, average life ex-
pectancy rose to about seventy years. How-
ever, he explained that this was due to
improvement in life expectancy for the new-
born and small children. The average life-span
for adults has not increased.

These comments underscore two points
made in the Bible. First, “in themselves the
days of our years are seventy years; and . . .
because of special mightiness they are eighty
years." (Ps. 90:10) Second, it is not surprising
that mankind should dream of everlasting life,
for “even time indefinite he [Jehovah God]
has put in their heart.” (Eccl. 3:11) Of all
earth's creatures, humans alone have a God-
given concept of past and future time indef-
inite or eternity. Moreover, life eternal is
Jehovah’s purpose for those who love him.
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Dream of
Life
Eternal

e “A Query into the Quarter Century” is
the title of a message issued recently by
twenty experts from various
fields who met under the

What ©f sponsorship of the Charles
the F. Kettering Foundation and
Future? Wright-Ingraham  Insti-

tute. They concluded: “Fam-

ine, social unrest and possible
political chaos may not be far away. .
By the year 2000 the problems in food pro-
duction, storage, transportation and distribu-
tion will make today’s problems appear as
child’s play.”

Humans themselves can never solve such
problems, for “it does not belong to man
who is walking even to direct his step.” (Jer.
10:23) God alone will end social unrest,
assure adequate food and remove man’s other
difficulties. Jehovah soon will ‘make a banquet
for all the peoples’ and bless godly persons
abundantly. (Isa. 25:6-8; Rev. 21:4) W.ith
those pleasant prospects in view, appreciative
ones wisely pursue a course of dependence
upon the Creator, as did David, who prayed
to God: “Let my steps take hold on your
tracks, in which my footsteps will certainly
not be made to totter.”— Ps. 17:5.
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IGHT and darkness constitute one of
the greatest contrasts. If in broad
daylight you were walking through open
country new to you, you would feel quite
confident. Not only would you see nearby
objects, or take a few steps and reach
out and touch them, but you would also
enjoy a clear view of the distant landscape
and pick out various details, even a mov-
ing object visible on the skyline. In total
darkness, however, it would be foolhardy
to take a single step without a torch or
lamp. Your movements would be marked
with extreme care and caution.
2Not only is light a vital necessity for
all forms of life and movement, but it
also adds much to the beauty and pleasure
of life. Perhaps after walking in the glare
of the noonday sun, you step into a shady
wood. What a delightful contrast! Why is
it so attractive? The light is now soft and
kind to the eyes, reflected in an endless
variety of shades and colors as you stand
and look at the different trees and their
foliage, and maybe some flowers in the
undergrowth. On raising your eyes, in-
stead of being dazzled by the sun, you see
that the sky is broken up by the branches
and leaves into myriads of tiny points and
splashes of light. You feel that you just
want to stand there and enjoy the quiet
beauty of it all, especially if you are with
1, 2. By contrasts, how can we increase our appreciation
of light, both as a necessity and as a source of delight?
THE WATCHTOWER— MAY 15, 1976

a companion who also knows how to enjoy
things quietly.

8 Ofcourse, you would not appreciate the

tremendous value of light, either for its
usefulness or as a source of endless delight,
unless you were alive and able to see with
your eyes. In fact, the better your health
and the better your vision, likewise the
better is your appreciation of light. Life
and light indeed go hand in hand.

4Sad to relate, many persons take these
things for granted. They are glad to enjoy
for themselves all the benefits of life and
light, but do not stop to consider their
real source. They think that life came
about largely by accident, a process of
evolution with no one responsible for
starting it or controlling its operation. As
for light, they say that we on earth need
go no farther than the sun for its source.
What a surprise, not to say a shock, these
would have if they had the experience that
a certain man once had. He related it to
King Agrippa Il as follows: “l saw at mid-
day on the road, O king, a light beyond
the brilliance of the sun flash from heaven
about me and about those journeying with
me.” Who was this man? What was the
occasion, and what was its significance?
—Acts 26:13.
3. What natural association can be seen between light
and life?
4. (a) Why and how do many take these things for
granted? (b) In face of a complacent attitude, what
experience can be cited?
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5Many, including those who claim to be
Christians, believe that certain parts of
the Bible, recorded as factual, can be rele-
gated to the realms of myth and legend.
But even those taking such a view do not
deny that such a man as Paul, formerly
known as Saul of Tarsus, actually lived
and wrote many letters that form part of
the Christian Greek Scriptures. There is
likewise no reason to doubt the details
concerning Saul’s conversion as recorded
by that reliable historian Luke, at Acts
9:1-30. The entire record bears the stamp
of truth, including the words spoken to
Saul by Jesus on that occasion. It was
entirely contrary to anything that Saul
could possibly have just imagined, in view
of his set purpose in going to Damascus
at that time. He described the intense
hatred he then had of the Christians, say-
ing to King Agrippa that “by punishing
them many times in all the synagogues |
tried to force them to make a recantation;
and since | was extremely mad against
them, | went so far as to persecuting them
even in outside cities,” that is, away from
Jerusalem. It was when on his way to the
city of Damascus that he had the shock
and surprise of his life, as mentioned above.
That was the occasion. What was its sig-
nificance?—Acts 26:8-11.

WITNESSING TO THE LIGHT MEANS LIFE

61t will be of great interest and bene-
fit to pay careful attention to what Jesus
said to Saul on that occasion. We will
learn much regarding the close relation-
ship between life and light, showing how
we are all involved, whatever our reaction
might be. Telling of the commission he
was about to give to Saul, Jesus said: “For
to this end I have made myself visible to

5. For what reasons can Saul’s experience, resulting in
his conversion, be accepted as authentic?

6. What commission did Jesus give to Saul, and why
should we be interested?
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you, in order to choose you as an atten-
dant and a witness both of things you have
seen and things | shall make you see re-
specting me; while | deliver you from this
people and from the nations, to whom |
am sending you, to open their eyes, to
turn them from darkness to light and from
the authority of Satan to God, in order for
them to receive forgiveness of sins and
an inheritance among those sanctified by
their faith in me.”—Acts 26:1618".

, Saul’s immediate acceptance of his
commission to be a witness is shown by
what he went on to say to King Agrippa:
“I did not become disobedient to the heav-
enly sight. I continue to this day
bearing witness to both small and great
. . . that the Christ was to suffer and, as
the first to be resurrected from the dead,
he was going to publish light both to this
people [the Jews] and to the nations.”
(Acts 26:19-23) Saul rightly understood
and got the point of what Jesus had said
to him. The question is, Do you too get
the point of Jesus’ words and how they
should affect you? Consider.

8Jesus was obviously using figurative
language when speaking to Saul about see-
ing certain things and opening the eyes
of others to turn them from darkness to
light. There was nothing new or unusual
about this. Physical sight and the mind
are closely linked, and we frequently use
expressions that can have either a literal,
physical meaning, or a figurative and
sometimes a spiritual meaning, as related
to the mind and heart. Do you not often
say, “Oh! yes, | see,” meaning that you
understand and appreciate what has been
said? We have a good example of this
when, in a certain letter, Paul prayed that

7. How did Saul, later known as Paul, give evidence of
his acceptance of his commission?

8. (a) Explain how some expressions can have both
a literal and_a figurative meanln?, (b) What shows
whether the Bible uses figurative language?
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God “may give you a spirit of wisdom and
of revelation in the accurate knowledge
of him; the
enlightened.”—Eph. 1:17, 18.

9From the foregoing it can be seen that
light is used as an apt symbol of truth and
of related things that welcome inspection,
such as righteousness. In contrast, dark-
ness is used as a symbol of error and
ignorance, and also of related things that
shy away from inspection, such as shame-
ful conduct and evil deeds.

DPaul evidently realized that, under the
direction of the risen Lord Jesus, he was
to bear witness to the light by “making
the truth manifest” to others. (2 Cor. 4:2)
That is, not truth in general, but the truth
as contained in God’s Word, the Bible.
(John 17:17; 1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Tim. 2:15)
Those who responded would get their men-
tal eyes opened and would see the steps
they must take, not only to come into the
light, but to gain life. And this life, simi-
lar to light, is something more, much more
than the present physical and temporary
life belonging to our fleshly bodies. Such
a deeper meaning regarding life is evident
in Paul’s next words to the Ephesians:
“Furthermore, it is you God made alive
though you were [formerly] dead in your
trespasses and sins.” This explanation is
only the first step to a full understand-
ing of life from God’s viewpoint.—Eph.
2:1.

11Hence, we can say that life and light
go hand in hand, figuratively and spiri-
tually speaking, as well as literally. Wit-
nessing and testifying to the light, the
truth, meant life not only for Paul, but
also for us—first as recipients of the
9. What do light and darkness, in contrast, each sym-
bolize?

10. (@) Was it truth in
witness?_(b) Acceptance o
progressive benefits?

11. (a) How can we witness to the light, and how is

this related to life? (b) What attitude must we avoid
in this connection?

eneral to which Paul bore
Bible truth results in what
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light, then as light bearers to others. Do
you see, do you appreciate, where and how

eyesof your heart hayimg deeninvolved? To help us in this, let

us pay a little more attention to what Je-
sus said to that man on his way to Da-
mascus. Oddly enough, though physically
blinded for a time, he now began to see
things mentally, everything, in fact, from
a totally new viewpoint. His heart was also
involved. He was not rebellious or disobe-
dient. We trust the same can be said of
us, keeping in mind Jehovah’s warning
given to Ezekiel: “Son of man, in the
midst of a rebellious house is where you
are dwelling, that have eyes to see but
they actually do not see, that have ears
to hear but they actually do not hear, for
they are a rebellious house.”—Ezek. 12:2.

UNDER WHOSE AUTHORITY ARE YOU?

12When speaking to Saul, Jesus said that
the objective for opening the people’s eyes
was “to turn them from darkness to light
and from the authority of Satan to God.”
(Acts 26:18) These words thus mention
a root source and a governing authority
as regards both darkness and light, or, we
might say, as regards both death and life.
We certainly want to know under whose
authority we come, and how a transfer
can be made, if desired, from one to the
other.

BGod’s Word makes it clear that Jeho-
vah is the Source of both life and light.
He is “the Creator of the heavens, . . .
the Former of the earth and the Maker
of it, . . . who formed it even to be in-
habited” with living creatures. The ac-
count of creation in the book of Genesis
confirms this, saying: “In the beginning
God created the heavens and the earth.”
Then, as affecting the earth, “God pro-

12. What objective was set forth in Saul's commission,
leading to what question?

13. How does God’s Word show that Jehovah is the
Source of (a) light and (b) life?
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ceeded to say: ‘Let light come to be.””
It later mentions the “greater luminary
for dominating the day,” that is, the sun,
earth’s principal source of light, and also
of energy, without which life on earth
would be impossible. The crowning act of
earthly creation came when “Jehovah God
proceeded to form the man out of dust
from the ground and to blow into his nos-
trils the breath of life, and the man came
to be a living soul,” “in God’ image.” Ad-
am, and then Eve, were created perfect,
with all the senses and faculties, physical
and mental, for the full use and enjoy-
ment of both life and light.—Ilsa. 45:18;
Gen. 1:1, 3, 16, 27; 2:7.

Interestingly, it was regarding life, saying
that Eve would not die but would continue
to live in the flesh on earth if she did as
he suggested. He promised her increased
enlightenment when he said, through the
serpent: “In the very day of your eating
from it [the forbidden fruit] your eyes are
bound to be opened.” Then, implying she
would become free to exercise authority
independent of God, he added: “You are
bound to be like God, knowing [for your-
selves] good and bad.” (Gen. 3:1-5) Satan
thus claimed that God’s word and com-
mand given to Adam were not to be relied
on as a true light to guide and keep him

14 From this it is evident that, not onlgnd his wife in the right roadway leading

is Jehovah God the Source and Author of
life and light, the Creator and Life-Giver,
but by virtue of such he is rightly the
Supreme Authority, the Supreme Ruler in
government. (Ps. 103:19; Dan. 4:17, 35;
Rev. 4:11) Accepting this, we naturally
want to know how there could possibly be
an authority in opposition to Jehovah.
What is the “authority of Satan” that Je-
sus mentioned? How did it come about?
And how can we come out from under its
domination?

15As the inspired ac-
count shows, Satan at-
tempted to use his influr
ence in a subtle way, and
in this he was successful.
How so? By insinuation
and falsehood. He put
forth error, under cover
of a lie, as a substitute
for truth. In other words,
he put darkness for light.
14. On what basis is Jehovah
seen to be the Supreme Author-
ity, this giving rise to what
question?
15. (a) How did Satan subtly
seek to undermine God’s author-
ity? (b) How was God’s word
involved in this? (c) What

prompted Adam and Eve in their
course of action?
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Adam and Eve’s course of selfish
independence led them away from
light and life into darkness and death

to life. First Eve and then Adam decided
to disobey God’s simple and direct com-
mand, and to strike out on the roadway of
selfish independence, a roadway leading
away from life and light in God’s favor into
darkness and death.—Ps. 119:105; see also
2 Corinthians 11:14.

16We pause here to consider one of Sa-
tan’s chief tactics and how it operates. By
subtle means, by deception, he tempts us
to view things from a selfish viewpoint,
as he did with Eve. If at

heart we are, or become,

governed by selfishness,

then we readily fall into

Satan’s snare and are

easily blinded and de-

ceived. We seek to justify

ourselves, and put out

of our mind the fear of

God. See how clearly and

forcefully this is ex-

pressed in Psalm 36:1-3:

“The utterance of trans-

gression to the wicked

one is in the midst of his

heart; there is no dread

16. (a) Why is it helpful to con-
sider Satan’s line of approach?

? How do the Scriptures give
enlightenment respecting this?
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of God in front of his
eyes. For he has acted too
smoothly to himself in his
own eyes to find out his
error so as to hate it. The
words of his mouth are
hurtfulness and deception;
he has ceased to have in-
sight for doing good.” God’s
judgment of such is well
expressed by the prophet
Isaiah: “Woe to those who
are saying that good is
bad and bad is good, those
who are putting darkness
for light and light for dark-
ness . . . ! Woe to those
wise in their own eyes
and discreet even in front
of their own faces!” We
should certainly fear lest
we “become hardened [and
hence blinded] by the de-
ceptive power of sin.”—Isa. 5:20, 21;
Heb. 3:13.

Erom the time of the rebellion in
Eden, mankind in general came increasing-
ly under Satan’s influence and control.
Though Satan was primarily responsible,
yet man himself was also to blame to a
large extent. Keep in mind that God did
not leave himself without a witness to the
world of mankind. Though he is invisible,
yet “his invisible qualities are clearly seen
from the world’s creation onward, because
they are perceived by the things made,
even his eternal power and Godship, so
that they are inexcusable.” Closely in line
with Psalm 36:1-3, Paul went on to say
that “although they [men] knew God,
they did not glorify him as God nor did
they thank him, but they became empty-
headed in their reasonings and their un-
intelligent heart became darkened.” (Rom.
1:19-23) True, Satan put darkness for
17. To_what extent was man himself responsible for
becoming increasingly subject to Satan’s influence?
THE WATCHTOWER — MAY 15, 1976

language

light, but it must be admitted that men
in general preferred darkness and ungodli-
ness to light. Enoch’ inspired prophecy
confirms this, with fourfold emphasis on
ungodliness. (Jude 14, 15) The three re-
ported exceptions up to the time of the
flood, namely, Abel, Enoch and Noah, only
served to show up the inexcusableness of
the majority. Those men ‘walked with
God.” Of Noah it was said that he ,showed
godly fear and condemned the world.’
—Gen. 5:22; 6:9; Heb. 11:47".

KINGDOM AUTHORITY

18 After the Flood, the time came when

Satan began to exercise authority by way
of specific visible rulership. For the first
time we read of a kingdom. Satan found
a willing tool for his ambitious purpose
in Nimrod, and concerning him we read:
“He made the start in becoming a mighty
one in the earth. He displayed himself a

18. What development occurred after the Flood regard-
ing Satan’s authority?
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mighty hunter in opposition to Jehovah.
. . And the beginning of his kingdom
came to be Babel... in the land of Shinar.
Out of that land he went forth [in con-
quest] into Assyria and set himself to
building Nineveh.”—Gen. 10:8-12.
®Fired with that same ambitious and
defiant spirit, certain men thus determined
to set up and retain authority in their own
hands. They said: “Come on! Let us build
ourselves a city and also a tower with its
top in the heavens, and let us make a cele-
brated name for ourselves, for fear we
may be scattered over all the surface of
the earth.” This suited Satan’s purpose,
but it was in direct opposition to Jehovah,
the Sovereign Lord, and his declared pur-
pose. He did not shut his eyes to the situ-
ation. God “proceeded ... to see the city
and the tower that the sons of men had
built.” He then made this observation:
“Why, now there is nothing that they may
have in mind to do that will be unattain-
able for them.” So Jehovah broke up their
united purpose by confusing their lan-
guage, and causing them to be scattered
over all the earth. (Gen. 9:1; 11:1-8; Acts
4:24) The majority of men, however, still
preferred human rulership, and there were
always those who had Satan’s spirit of
ambition for power and authority. This
resulted in man-made kingdoms, some-
times just a city-kingdom, then expanding
to embrace an entire region, such as the
kingdoms of Moab and Ammon, and finally
the great empires and world powers.
20Religion played a large part in all
these kingdoms, but the rulers and their
subjects did not recognize Jehovah as the
Supreme Ruler to whom worship and sub-

19. (a) How did opposition to Jehovah manifest itself,
and what was Jehovah’s reaction? (b) Though halted,
how did this opposition continue to develop?

20. (a) What part has religion played in man-made
kingdoms? (b) What exception to this does the Bible
record? (c) How and to what extent has Satan held
rulership over most of mankind?
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jection were due. (Jer. 10:10; Dan. 6:26)
The Bible mentions only one exception,
namely, Melchizedek, king of Salem. He
served also as “priest of the Most High
God,” and, when blessing Abram, he said:
“Blessed be Abram of the Most High God,
Producer of heaven and earth.” Abram
himself made similar reference to God
when addressing the king of Sodom. (Gen.
14:18-23) Otherwise, through false reli-
gion and deception, Satan held rulership
over all the kingdoms, along with the dis-
obedient angels who joined in with him.
This is generally not realized because Sa-
tan and his demon hosts are invisible to
human eyes. Invisible, yes, but all the same
effective. On three occasions Jesus spoke
of Satan the Devil as ‘the ruler of this
world.” And telling of the Christian’s fight
against the Devil, Paid says it is a fight
“against the authorities, against the world
rulers of this darkness, against the wicked
spirit forces in the heavenly places.”—John
12:31; 14:30; 16:11; Eph. 6:11, 12; see
also 2 Corinthians 4:4.

2LFrom this it is evident that when Je-
sus spoke to Saul about turning people
“from the authority of Satan to God,” this
is a transfer from one rulership to another.
As Paul wrote: “He [Jehovah] delivered
us from the authority of the darkness and
transferred us into the kingdom, of the Son
of his love.” (Col. 1:13) Today, the situ-
ation has reached a great and tense climax
on the two opposing sides, that of Jeho-
vah God and that of Satan the Devil. The
foretold “enmity” between the two sides
has indeed come to a climax. (Gen. 3:15)
Under Satan’s rule, the darkness is of
greater density than ever. The rulers and
the ruled do not know which way to turn

to solve their many vexing problems. It
21. (a) What is involved in being delivered from Satan’s
authority? (b) How have things today reached a climax
on both™ sides?
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is a ‘gloomy darkness that may be felt.’
(Ex. 10:21, 22) But under Jehovah’s rule
by his Messianic King, Christ Jesus, the
light of truth and righteousness is shining
with a greater intensity than ever, giving
clear direction and confidence to his sub-
jects, besides many spiritual pleasures and
delights. The issue before mankind thus
centers around the theme of rulership and
kingdom authority.

2Notice how this theme is emphasized
in the book of Revelation. In a vision giv-
en to John, he hears loud voices in heaven
saying: “The kingdom of the world did
become the kingdom of our Lord and of
his Christ, and he will rule as king for-
ever and ever.” This was fulfilled in 1914
C.E., at the end of the uninterrupted rule
of the world by Gentile powers, permitted
by God for 2,520 years from 607 B.C.E.
Then, after seeing the birth of the Mes-
sianic kingdom, the war in heaven and the
hurling of the dragon, Satan the Deuvil,
out of heaven, John hears the proclama-
tion: “Now have come to pass the salva-
tion and the power and the kingdom of
our God and the authority of his Christ.”
In contrast, the next vision tells how the
dragon gives the “wild beast” (a symbol
of Satan’s worldwide political organiza-
tion) “its power and its throne and great
authority,” so that all peoples of the earth
give it their worship. Similar authority
and worship are further mentioned re-
garding the “image of the wild beast,” a
symbol of the present-day United Nations
organization. In fact, Satan’s organization
“puts under compulsion all persons” to re-
ceive its mark of identification, without
which life is made next to impossible.
—Rev. 11:15; 12:10; 13:2, 15-17.
22. Where and how are authority and rulership stressed
re_zgardmg (a) the Messianic kingdom, and (b) Satan’s
bid for supremacy?
THE WATCHTOWER — MAY 15, 1976

ZBUnder whose authority are you? Are
you content to be identified as a supporter
of Satan’s world order? Or do you sincere-
ly desire to escape from under his author-
ity but are uncertain as to what steps to
take and fearful of what might be in-
volved? As a source of encouragement,
turn again to Psalm 36. After describing
the bad attitude of those who are always
right in their own eyes and, hence, can-
not see or learn to hate their errors, the
psalmist then turns to Jehovah. He extols
His loving-kindness, faithfulness and righ-
teousness, and the blessings that come to
those who take refuge under His wings.
After saying that Jehovah is “the source
of life,” he adds: “By light from you we
can see light.” In other words, it is only
by learning how to look at things, includ-
ing ourselves, from his viewpoint, that we
can be turned from darkness to light and
can come to see and appreciate the steps
we must take to gain eternal life under
God’s authority. Happy are we if we walk
hand in hand with that light, with truth
and righteousness, for “the path of the
righteous ones is like the bright light that
is getting lighter and lighter until the day
is firmly established.” Then we can join
with David in his prayer: “Continue your
loving-kindness to those knowing you, and
your righteousness to those upright in
heart.”—Ps. 36:5-10; Prov. 4:18.

23. (a) In view of this, what questions should we ask
ourselves? (b) How is the latter part of Psalm 36:9 to
be understood, this leading to what fine conclusion?

INTHE NEXT ISSUE

m Jehovah Our God
—Righteous and Just.

m Generosity Is Rewarding.

m Glory—What Is It? How
Does It Affect Humans?
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OHN, the apostle, was cer-

tainly one who believed that
life and light go hand in hand.
Notice how strongly this is em-
phasized in his Gospel and in
his first letter. He opens his
Gospel account by introducing
“the Word” (that is, Jesus, in
his prehuman existence) and
tells of the Word’s close relation*
ship with God. John then says
that “what has come into exis*
tence by means of him [the
Word] was life, and the life was
the light of men. And the light
is shining in the darkness, but
1. How does John's Gospel closely relate

life and light, also make the contrast with
darkness ?
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“Go On

C
OF

"You were once
in connection

darkness, but you are now light
with the Lord. Go on walking

as children of light**— Eph. 5:8.

the darkness has not overpow-
ered it.” Thus John loses no time
in telling of the conflict between
light and darkness, making the
point that the darkness could
not gain the conquest over him
who was God’s “Chief Agent”
for conveying both life and light
to mankind.—John 1:1-5; Acts
3:15.

2John then makes some illu-
minating remarks that will help
those who perhaps are uncertain
as to what steps to take to es-
cape from the realm of dark-
ness under Satan’s authority. He
shows that it is our own attitude
and response that is the deter-
mining factor in benefiting from
the light, rather than our back-
ground or past experience or nat-
ural temperament. In fact, we

2. (a) For whom was the true light to
be made available? (b) Who did, and who
did not, accept the light bearer, Jesus?
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might have a most favorable background
and yet not accept the light, as John
pointed out. Showing first that the light
was to be available to all, without dis-
crimination, he said: “The true light that
gives light to every sort of man was about
to come into the world.” After saying
that the world of mankind in general
“did not know him,” or recognize Jesus for
what he was, John then continued: “He
[Jesus] came to his own home, but his
own people did not take him in. However,
as many as did receive him, to them he
gave authority to become God’s children,
because they were exercising faith in his
name.”—John 1:9-13.

3What a masterly summary of the situ-
ation! Why, of course, that generation of
Jews had the best background, and their
past experience gave them the best rea-
sons for accepting Jesus as their heaven-
sent Messiah, the One to whom the Law
pointed. (Rom. 10:4) By his human birth
Jesus was one of them, born in their own
home so to speak, yet he was rejected by
the majority of them. The bad attitude
of the majority was further shown up in
contrast with the good attitude of those
who did receive him, appreciating that
“he was full of undeserved kindness and
truth.” Note, too, that the responsive ones
were given “authority to become God’s
children, because they were exercising
faith in his name.” That is, faith in what
his name stood for, the One who provided
“the release [from condemnation] by ran-
som through the blood of that one,” and
through our exercising “faith in his blood.”
—John 1:12, 14; Eph. 1:5-7; Rom. 3:25;
Acts 4:12.

4How does this aid us to take the right
steps in fleeing from the darkness into the
light and freedom of God’s Messianic King-
3. (@) What responsibility rested on that generation of
Jews? (b) How were those blessed who received Jesus,
and on what basis?

4. How did Jesus tell of God’s provision for mankind,
and on what condition was it to be had?
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dom? This can be answered best by looking
a little further into John’s Gospel. In quot-
ing Jesus’ words spoken to Nicodemus, at
John 3:16-21, we find more information.
First we read: “For God loved the world
so much that he gave his only-begotten
Son, in order thateveryone exercising faith
in him might not be destroyed but have
everlasting life.” Ah! yes, not only light,
but “everlasting life” was to be available
to the world of mankind, at great cost
both to God and to his beloved Son. How-
ever, one all-important condition had to
be met, that of one’s “exercising faith,”
one thus manifesting the right attitude and
response. Failure or refusal to exercise
faith meant one’s coming under, or re-
maining under, God’s adverse judgment.
—John 3:16, 18, 36.

5Jesus next stated an important prin-
ciple: “Now this is the basis for judgment,
that the light has come into the world
but men have loved the darkness rather
than the light, for their works were wick-
ed.” That “basis for judgment” is as true
today as when it was first spoken, and it
operates the same way. He that deliberate-
ly “practices vile things hates the light
and does not come to the light, in order
that his works may not be reproved,” as
Jesus explained. That is the reason why
“his own people did not take him in.” They,
and especially their leaders, acting as
“blind guides,” did not want to be exposed
or disturbed in their preference for tra-
dition and hypocrisy. A similar situation
obtains today, especially in Christendom.
—John 1:11; 3:19-21; Matt. 15:7-9; 23:
16-26.

6Still, you may not see your way clear.
Perhaps you say that your past life will
not bear inspection. Yes, but what was
your response when you learned for the
first time of God’s great love for man-
5. What Important principle did Jesus state, and how
does it operate?

6. Despite your past life, what steps can and should be
taken?

309



kind, “his kindness and forbearance and
long-suffering”? Instead of manifesting an
“unrepentant heart,” perhaps you, like
Saul of Tarsus, showed at heart a good
attitude. If so, you would honestly and
humbly admit your unclean condition, per-
haps extremely unclean in some respects.
This would cause you to feel sincere regret
over your former way of life. Thereby you
would act in accord with the fact that
the “kindly quality of God is trying to
lead you to repentance.” That is the first
step—repentance. Paul mentioned the fur-
ther steps when he said to King Agrippa:
“l went bringing the message that they
should repent and turn to God by doing
works that befit repentance.” In other
words, true repentance must be followed
by conversion, a turning around in one’s
course of action, followed by the step of
dedication to do God’s will, turning fully
to him in whole-souled devotion. In this
way you ‘exercise faith,” you putit to work.
—Rom. 2:4, 5; Acts 26:20.

7Have you taken these steps? And have
you given public evidence of your dedica-
tion to God by submitting to water baptism
as this is observed by Jehovah’s Christian
witnesses? If so, then it can be said with
authority that you are a true disciple, a
follower of Jesus. Note what he said for
your encouragement: “lI am the light of
the world. He that follows me will by no
means walk in darkness, but will possess
the light of life.”—John 8:12.

8From Pentecost of 33 C.E. onward,
it is true that Jesus’ immediate followers
were given a “new birth to a living hope”
of a heavenly inheritance, becoming “shar-
ers in divine nature,” of immortality.
These make up the “little flock” who share
with Christ Jesus in his heavenly throne.
(1 Pet. 1:3, 4; 2 Pet. 1:4; Luke 12:32;

7. What public evidence is given of dedication, and how
did Jesus give encouragement to those becoming his
followers ?

8. How do the Scriptures distinguish between those
glve_n a heavenly hope and those with an earthly hope
uring God’s kingdom?
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1 Cor. 15:54; Rev. 3:21) However, Jesus
said on one occasion: “And | have other
sheep, which are not of this fold; those
also I must bring, . . . and they will be-
come one flock, one shepherd.” These “oth-
er sheep” are given hope of everlasting
life on a paradise earth under the heavenly
kingdom, and are identified with the sheep-
like ones who do good to Christ’s spiritual
brothers, mentioned in the parable at
Matthew 25:31-46, and being now in course
of fulfillment. They are also identified
with the “great crowd” mentioned at Reve-
lation 7:9-17, and following the descrip™
tion of the heavenly class, numbering 144,-
000—John 10:16.

9Jehovah’s Witnesses today, numbering
well over two million, are a living testi-
mony to the truthfulness of God’s Word.
Among them is a minority, a nucleus, who
have the heavenly hope. Closely gathered
around these is a large and growing num-
ber of those whose hope of life during
God’s kingdom is earthly, and they de-
light to give all possible support to Christ’s
“brothers.” (Matt. 25:40) Both groups
form *“one flock [under] one shepherd,”
and concerning his sheep, all of them, Je-
sus said: “My sheep listen to my voice,
and | know them [by name], and they
follow me. And | give them everlasting
life.” All of them have been restored to a
family relationship with God, so as to be
called “children of God,” and are rejoicing
in the ‘flight of life.—John 10:3, 27, 28;
Rom. 8:19-21.

WALK IN THE LIGHT AND
AVOID STUMBLING

10Considering now John’s first letter, we
find some fine and direct counsel for those
who have turned to God in dedication and
commenced following in Jesus’ footsteps.
As in his Gospel, John starts by writing

9. How do Jehovah’s Witnesses today correspond to
Jesus’ ‘one flock of sheep’?

10. What counsel does John give those desiring to share
with God and Christ?

THE WATCHTOWER — MAY 15, 1976



about Jesus, this time as the “word of life,”
and he mentions a sharing, not only with
himself, but also “with the Father and
with his Son Jesus Christ.” John then says
in his customary emphatic style: “God is
light and there is no darkness at all in
union with him. If we make the statement:
‘We are having a sharing with him,” and
yet we go on walking in the darkness, we
are lying and are not practicing the
truth.”—1 John 1:1-7.

1 As these words indicate, a knowledge
of the truth concerning Jehovah and his
purpose, besides conveying a rich blessing
and enlightenment, brings a responsibility
that cannot be sidestepped. It is not simply
a question as to whether we have a clear
knowledge of the truth. Rather, the more
searching question is as to how we are
responding to the truth in our hearts, as
evidenced by our entire course of action,
both in public and in private. It is the
heart attitude, the real person we are with-
in, that determines how we view every
situation and possibility and the course
that we decide to take. As God’s Word
says: “More than all else that is to be
guarded, safeguard your heart, for out of
it are the sources of life. ... As for your
eyes, straight ahead they should look. . ..
Smooth out the course of your foot, and
may all your own ways be firmly estab-
lished. . . . Remove your foot from what
is bad.”—Prov. 4:23-27.

21f, however, we seek to use the knowl-
edge of the truth or our standing among
Jehovah’s people for selfish ends, with a
bad or impure motive, then we would be
viewing things in an impure way, and our
vision of matters would be a perverted,
distorted one. Though we might not real-
ize it, we would not be able to see straight
in a spiritual way. As Jesus said: “The
11. (@) A knowledge of the truth brings what degree
of responsibility? (b) How does Proverbs 4:2327" help
us in facing up to our responsibility?

12. (a) How and why is it’”;JossibIe for the “light*" in
one to become “darkness”? (b) What illustration of
this was seen in Jesus* day?
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lamp of the body is the eye. If, then, your
eye is simple [all one way, in focus], your
whole body will be bright; but if your eye
is wicked, your whole body will be dark.
If in reality the light that is in you is
darkness, how great that darkness is!”
(Matt. 6:22, 23) We could stumble over
the very thing which, if taken aright,
would result to our advantage, because
what the ‘eyes of our heart’ receive would
prove to be, not light, but darkness. This
was well illustrated in the religious leaders
of Jesus’ day. Had they accepted him as
the “chief cornerstone” in God’s arrange-
ment, how richly they would have been
blessed! Instead, they rejected him. They
stumbled and fell over him. In fact, their
rejection of Jesus was so extreme, even to
a murderous hatred of him, that it brought
upon them God’s extreme adverse judg-
ment. As Jesus said: “The person falling
upon this stone will be shattered. As for
anyone upon whom it falls, it will pulver-
ize him.”—Matt. 21:42-44; see also Ro-
mans 9:32, 33.

131t is also important to consider how
we may influence others. As Paul wrote
to the Corinthians: “All things are lawful;
but not all things build up. Let each one
keep seeking, not his own advantage, but
that of the other person.” He then ex-
plained that especially where there is a
question of conscience, “not your own, but
that of the other person,” we must be
careful to “keep from becoming causes for
stumbling.” He also counseled the Ro-
mans: “Make this your decision, not to
put before a brother a stumbling block or
a cause for tripping.” Yes, if by your con-
duct “your brother is being grieved, you
are no longer walking in accord with love.”
—1 Cor. 10:23-33; Rom. 14:13-15.

14Jesus, too, spoke very strongly about

13. Regarding our influence over others, what is it im-
portant to keep in mind?

14. (a) What two expressions of Jesus stress the impor-
tance and danger respecting stumbling? (b) How did
John express himself about this?
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this. He urged that if there was anything
about our own selves that we were allow-
ing to stumble us, we should get rid of
it. As for other disciples, he said: “Who-
ever stumbles one of these little ones who
put faith in me, it is more beneficial for
him to have hung around his neck a mill-
stone ... and to be sunk in the wide, open
sea.” And again: “It is not a desirable
thing with my Father who is in heaven
for one of these little ones to perish.”
(Matt. 18:6-10, 14) If the *“eyes of your
heart” are indeed enlightened to see how
precious each “one of these little ones” is
in Jehovah’s eyes, you will appreciate the
forceful way that John expressed himself
when he said: “He that loves his brother
remains in the light, and there is no cause
for stumbling in his case. But he that hates
his brother [if only one] is in the darkness
and is walking in the darkness, and he
does not know where he is going, because
the darkness has blinded his eyes.” It was
John’s undivided love and loyalty that
caused him to write thus. These are good
qualities of the heart that govern our
attitude and course of action, forming part
of “the new personality . . . created ac-
cording to God’s will in true righteousness
and loyalty.”—1 John 2:10, 11; Eph. 1:
18; 4:24.

16Further, note Paul’s earnest appeal:
“That you no longer go on walking just
as the nations also walk . . . while they
are in darkness mentally, and alienated
from the life that belongs to God, because
of the ignorance that is in them, because
of the insensibility of their hearts.” Later,
he builds up on the positive side, saying:
“Become imitators of God, as beloved
children, and go on walking in love. . . .
Go on walking as children of light, for the
fruitage of the light consists of every sort
of goodness and righteousness and truth.”
What fine and attractive fruitage! He con-
\1,\% svr¥ohualti Wv\glnklgg and appeal did Paul give as to how
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eludes: “So keep strict watch that how
you walk is not as unwise but as wise
persons.”—Eph. 4:17, 18; 5:1, 2, 8-15.

ABSORBING AND REFLECTING THE LIGHT

1B The scriptures that we have discussed
thus far have dealt mainly with our per-
sonal conduct as children of light, also our
responsibility toward others. There is,
however, one other aspect that is promi-
nent in God’s Word. Jesus said: “l am the
light of the world,” and Paul said that
Christ Jesus “was going to publish light.”
(John 8:12; Acts 26:23) How were these
scriptures fulfilled? Was it just by the
good life that Jesus led and his exemplary
conduct? That is as far as many who claim
to be Christians get in letting their light
shine. But was that the reason why Jesus
was finally arrested and brought before
Pilate—because of his kind and good
deeds? Of course not. The issue involved
was that of rulership and kingdom au-
thority, centering around Jesus as the piv-
otal point, as shown by Pilate’s question:
“Are you the king of the Jews?” In reply,
Jesus readily acknowledged that he had a
kingdom and was therefore a king, but
Pilate had no reason to be disturbed. As
Jesus said: “My kingdom is no part of
this world. . . . My kingdom is not from
this source.”—John 18:33-36.

17That kingdom had indeed been the
theme and basis, the central truth, of all
of Jesus’ preaching and teaching. Matthew
says that, after John the Baptist was ar-
rested: “Jesus commenced preaching and
saying: ‘Repent, you people, for the king-
dom of the heavens has drawn near.”” In-
terestingly, Matthew points out that at
that particular time and place the proph-
ecy was fulfilled: “The people sitting in
16. (a) In letting our light shine, is it only a question

of conduct? (b) When Jesus faced Pilate, what impor-
tant issue was  discussed?

17. (a) What was the main theme of all that Jesus
taught and_proclaimed? (b) In what way did Jesus
make this I:jght shine right to the end? (c) What scrip-
tures guided and encouraged Jesus in this respect?
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darkness saw a great light, and as for
those sitting in a region of deathly shad-
ow, light rose upon them.” (Matt. 4:12-
17; lIsa. 9:1, 2) Jesus keenly realized his
responsibility to bear witness to that all-
important truth, as he said to Pilate: “For
this 1 have been born, and for this | have
come into the world, that I should bear
witness to the truth.” (John 18:37) Je-
sus had thoroughly absorbed his Father’s
Word, and he appreciated that Jehovah’s
purpose was centered in the kingdom of
which he was the promised king. As God’s
only-begotten Son, he knew that such
prophecies as Psalm 2:4-8 and Isaiah 9:
6, 7, speaking of a *“son,” referred to him
and would be fulfilled in him. He also knew
that he was the one referred to in the
prophecies of Isaiah where Jehovah ad-
dresses him as “my servant,” saying that
he will give him *“as a light of the nations,
. to open the blind eyes, to bring forth
out of the dungeon the prisoner, out of the
house of detention those sitting in dark-
ness.” And again: “l [Jehovah] also have
given you for a light of the nations, that
my salvation may come to be to the ex-
tremity of the earth.” (Isa. 42:1, 6, 7; 49:
6) In fact, Jesus knew that some of these
scriptures had already been quoted as re-
ferring to him, as when the angel Gabriel
announced his conception to his mother
Mary, and by Simeon when Jesus’ parents
brought him into the temple as an infant.

—Luke 1:31-33; 2:25-32.
18Jesus faithfully reflected all that he
had absorbed. This is seen in the first part
of his Model Prayer, tying in the King-
dom with the sanctification of God’s name:
“Our Father in the heavens, let your name
be sanctified. Let your kingdom come. Let
your will take place, as in heaven, also
upon earth.” (Matt. 6:9, 10) Though that
Kingdom message shone as a shaft of light
(a) What vital truths does Jesus'

hI| ht? (b) How did events turn out when Jesus as
Ilg earer appeared to be completely eliminated?
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Model Prayer

during all of Jesus’ ministry, the stormy
clouds of religious opposition appeared to
have blotted it out completely when Jesus
was publicly hanging dead on the terrible
torture stake. Then what happened? Why,
on the fifty-first day thereafter, at Pen-
tecost, there was Peter publicly addressing
a big crowd in Jerusalem, explaining that
the outpouring of the holy spirit was proof
that God had indeed raised his Son from
the dead and had exalted him to his right
hand, in fulfilment of the Scriptures.
—Acts 2:22-36.

19 From then on, that shaft of light shone

with a greater intensity and a broader
beam, especially when the Kingdom mes-
sage was taken to the nations, commenc-
ing with Cornelius. (Acts, chapter 10) All
who accepted and absorbed that message
into their minds and hearts responded by
reflecting that light, remembering Jesus’
commission: “You are the light of the
world. . . . Let your light shine before
men.” (Matt. 5:14-16) The entire record
in the book of Acts confirms this, conclud-
ing with the incident when Paul was “bear-
ing thorough witness concerning the king-
dom of God,” and pointing to a further
fulfillment of lIsaiah’s prophecies. (Acts
28:23-28) Peter, too, stressed the primary
obligation resting on the Christian con-
gregation when he wrote: “You are *... a
people for special possession, that you
should declare abroad the excellencies’ of
the one that called you out of darkness
into his wonderful light.”—1 Pet. 2:9.
20After centuries of the so-called Dark
Ages, what is the situation today? Granted
that Satan’s ministers have been very sue-
cessful in obscuring the light, “transform-
ing themselves into ministers of righteous-
ness,” but that was no problem to Jehovah.
19. What record did the early Chrlstlan congregation
make as to reflecting the true light
20. (a) Is there any possibilit that Satan or his ser-
vants might outshine Jehovah? (b) What does the

modern h|st0r¥ of Jehovah’s people reveal, as he fore-
told through Tsaiah?
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He is always Master of the situation. In-
deed, to him, “the darkness might just as
well be the light.” (2 Cor. 11:14, 15; Ps.
139:11, 12) The night might seem endless
to us, but nothing can delay the dawn.
The rising sun first catches the highest
hills and mountains and any city or tern-
pie built thereon. That is exactly what
has happened. The restoration of funda-
mental truths and related activities from
the 1870’ on was like the early morning
light. Then, after a brief, stormy testing
period from 1914 to 1918, the sunlight
of God’s restored favor on his faithful
ones burst forth in 1919. Since then their
path has truly been “getting lighter and
lighter.” (Prov. 4:18) They are experienc-
ing what Jehovah foretold when address-
ing Zion, his organization, saying: “Arise,
O woman, shed forth light, for your light
has come and upon you the very glory
of Jehovah has shone forth. For, look!
darkness itself will cover the earth, and
thick gloom the national groups; but upon
you Jehovah will shine forth, and upon
you his own glory will be seen. And na-
tions will certainly go to your light, and
kings to the brightness of your shining
forth.”—Isa. 59:20; 60:1-3; 62:137; see
also Isaiah 2:2, 3.

21Jehovah’s “servant” is now seen to
embrace those serving with Christ Jesus

m

21. Who comprise Jehovah’s “servant™ today, and how
they reflect his glory?

in an

as their head, and making up a servant
body of “witnesses,” spiritual Israel. To
these, Jehovah says: “You are my wit-
nesses . . . even my servant whom | have
chosen, in order that you may know and
have faith in me.” (Isa. 43:10-12) These,
along with their many sheeplike compan-
ions, are sharing in the worldwide kingdom
proclamation. They gratefully absorb the
ever-increasing light of understanding
that shines from the pages of God’s Word.
Thus, like Moses, the spiritual Israelites
“reflect like mirrors the glory of Jehovah.”
They do so by their personal conduct, also
by declaring “this good news of the king-
dom ... in all the inhabited earth for a
witness to all the nations.”—2 Cor. 3:4-6,
16-18; Matt. 24:14.

22The remnant of spiritual Israel and
their companions gladly press forward
in their God-given work of Kingdom-
preaching and disciple-making. In line with
the foregoing, their prayer to Jehovah, in
which they invite others actively to share,
is beautifully expressed at Psalm 43:3, 4:
“Send out your light and your truth. May
these themselves lead me. May they bring
me to your holy mountain and to your
grand tabernacle. And | will come to the
altar of God, to God, my exultant rejoic-
ing. And | will laud you on the harp, O
God, my God.”

22. What is the prayer of Jehovah’s dedicated servants,
and how do they live up to it?

*UnuAuaH W c

e In a village of western Africa, one of Jehovah's Christian witnesses
left a copy of The Watchtower at a non-Christian religious edifice.
The caretaker of that building later announced to the villagers, *An
angel of God has brought a message to the village,” and held up the
magazine. He then took it upon himself to say that anyone wanting a
blessing from God should contribute ten cents or more for a piece or

page of the magazine.

One elderly man bought a page. What he read on that one page was
enough to arouse his interest in the Bible's message. Soon he began
studying the Scriptures with Jehovah's Witnesses and made excellent

progress.
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Christians at

CORINTH

Get
'Matters Set Straight’

E apostle Paul, in writing to his
friend Timothy, stated that the in-
spired Scriptures are profitable “for re-
proving, for setting things straight, for
disciplining in righteousness.” (2 Tim. 3:
16) His first inspired letter to the con-
gregation at Corinth, written from Ephe-
sus about 55 C.E., certainly did serve to
‘set matters straight’ as well as to reprove
and discipline those Christians in Corinth.

Some five years before, around 50 C.E.,
Paul himself established this congregation
during his second missionary tour. As it
often happened, his preaching immediate-
ly aroused opposition. But then the Lord
Jesus appeared to him in a night vision
and assured him of protection and success,
for, as he said, “lI have many people in
this city.” (Acts 18:5-11) And so it proved
to be, Paul staying in Corinth eighteen
months. Fittingly he could say to those
Corinthians: “l have become your father
through the good news.”—1 Cor. 4:15.

Paul’s first letter to them is filled with
vital information that has served Chris-
tians extremely well for the past nineteen
centuries. In it he answers a number of
questions that the Corinthian Christians
had raised. He also comes to grips with
their problems concerning which he re-
ceived reports.

For one thing, they had asked Paul
about singleness, marriage and separation.
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In answer Paul showed that, while the
ideal was singleness, yet in view of the
prevalence of sexual immorality, marriage
was a wise choice; it is better to be mar-
ried than to be inflamed with passion.
Married Christians should give each other
the marriage due and should not separate
from unbelieving mates who are content
to live with Christian mates. Those mar-
rying should only marry fellow believers.
—1 Cor. 7:1-40.

The Corinthian Christians had also
asked about meat that had been offered to
idols. Paul assured them that idols were
nothing and so could have no effect on
food. But if eating such food would cause
a weaker brother to stumble, it would be
better not to eat, for we are to seek, not
just our own advantage, but that of oth-
ers. Yes, ‘whether eating or drinking, we
are to do all things for God’s glory.” (1 Cor.
8:1-13; 10:18337) Paul’s counsel on head-
ship, on woman’s role in the congregation,
on speaking in tongues and on congrega-
tional meeting procedures likewise appear
to have been in reply to questions from
Corinth. There were other matters, how-
ever, that Paul said could wait until he
visited them again.—1 Cor. 11:34.

THE MORE IMPORTANT THINGS

It is indeed ironical—yet so true to
human nature—that the foregoing matters
about which Paul was asked were not near-
ly as weighty as those about which he
received reports, for these were really dis-
turbing to him. True to human nature?
Yes, for it is prone to be more concerned
with the form and externals than with the
substance and that which lies underneath.
—Matt. 23:23.

Paul was distressed because there were
divisions among them due to their glory-
ing in personalities. As a result, ‘Christ ex-
isted divided’ among them! But Christ,
not one of their teachers, died for them!
God makes things grow; all that Paul and

315



Apollos could do was to plant and water!
Continuing, Paul stressed that the wisdom
of this world is foolishness with God and
that no one has any grounds for boasting.
Why not? Because whatever a person has
he has received in the first place! Their
fleshly thinking even had them ruling as
kings!—Chapters 1 through 4.

Paul was also greatly disturbed by a
case of gross immorality in their midst.
He was very plain. ‘A little of such leaven
ferments the whole lump,” and so they
should ‘remove the wicked man from
among themselves’! (1 Cor. 5:1-13) Paul
likewise heard of their taking one another
to worldly courts. Surely among them
there were men capable of judging such
matters, especially since the holy ones will
even judge angels. Besides, would it not
be better to suffer wrongs at the hands
of a brother than to take him to court?
(1 Cor. 6:1-8) With such conditions pre-
vailing in their congregation it is not sur-
prising that Paul also had to reprove
them on the way some were observing the
Lord’s Evening Meal. Certain ones even
used the meeting place to eat and drink
ahead of the celebration to such an ex-
tent that they did not discern the mean-
ing of the Lord’s Evening Meal—1 Cor.
11:17-34.

The fact that some of them were saying
“there is no resurrection of the dead”
served as a basis for Paul’s giving them
an extensive treatment of this teaching,
for which Christians since then have been
most grateful. He established that Jesus
was raised from the dead, absolutely prov-
ing that there is a resurrection. Then Paul
went on to show the importance of the
resurrection hope and gave further details
regarding when and how the resurrection
will take place. Most fittingly, he closed
that fine exposition with an appeal to ac-
tion: “Consequently, my beloved brothers,
become steadfast, unmovable, always hav-
ing plenty to do in the work of the Lord,
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knowing that your labor is not in vain in
connection with the Lord.”—1 Cor. 15:
1758.

SELF-CONTROL AND LOVE

In addition to the foregoing, Paul’s first
letter to the Corinthian Christians con-
tains many other gems to help them and
all Christians since then to be better imi-
tators of Paul, even as he was of Christ.
(1 Cor. 11:1) Thus he writes: “lI pummel
my body and lead it as a slave, that, after
I have preached to others, I myself should
not become disapproved somehow.” (1 Cor.
9:27) Plainly he tells them: “What! Do
you not know that unrighteous persons
will not inherit God’s kingdom? Do not
be misled. Neither fornicators, nor idola-
ters, nor adulterers... will inherit [it]
And yet that is what some of you were.”
(1 Cor. 6:9-11) And after listing some of
the bad things the Israelites did in the
wilderness, Paul tells them that “these
things went on befalling them as exam-
pies, and they were written for a warning
to us.... Consequently let him that thinks
he is standing beware that he does not
fall.1—" Cor. 10:1-12.

And what fine things Paul writes them
regarding love: “Love builds up”! (1 Cor.
8:1) More than that, “love is long-
suffering and kind. Love is not jealous, it
does not brag, does not get puffed up, does
not behave indecently, does not look for
its own interests, does not become pro-
voked. It does not keep account of the
injury. It does not rejoice over unrigh-
teousness, but rejoices with the truth. It
bears all things, believes all things, hopes
all things, endures all things. Love never
fails.” What a standard to aim for!—1 Cor.
13:4-8.

Truly, God’s holy spirit inspired Paid to
give the Corinthian Christians in his day,
and Christians since then, fine counsel
so that they may all keep “standing” and
“not fall.”—1 Cor. 10:12.
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+Paul Sesld
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AUL wrote his first letter to the Christians

in Corinth apparently early in 55 C.E. But

after writing it he was much concerned as
to the effect that his admonition and strong
reproof would have on his spiritual children.
Would they take it to heart or ignore it? While
waiting to hear from them Paul journeyed on
to Troas and then to Macedonia before Titus
arrived with a favorable report.

However, a certain condition still existed
among those Christians that greatly distressed
Paul. A number of individuals of considerable
prominence among them were downgrading
Paul’s ministry. As a result, his second letter
to them became an intensely personal one. In
almost every chapter he refers to his ministry,
telling of his irreproachable course and of the
persecutions he endured. He has great love for
them—**you are in our hearts to die and to live
with us”—and so he feels he can use **great
freeness of speech” toward them; all of which
might be said to be in line with the proverb:
*The wounds inflicted by a lover are faithful.”
—2 Cor. 7:3, 4; Prov. 27:6.

He begins his second letter by blessing God
for the comfort He gives his servants. Then
Paul tells of the persecution he (and his com-
panions) endured and how he *conducted him-
self with holiness and godly sincerity among
them.* In chapter two he writes of his great
joy at hearing a good report regarding them
and then notes that he (and his companions)
are adequately qualified, for they are not
peddlers of God’s Word but speak in sincerity.
Continuing, he tells that he does not need
letters of recommendation to them, for they
themselves are his letters, written on hearts.

In chapter four Paul says that he did not act
with cunning nor did he adulterate God’s
Word, but acted in a way to recommend him-
self to every human conscience in the sight of
God. Again he reminds them of the persecution
he endured. Continuing, he tells them: *W\é are
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pressed in every way, but not cramped beyond
movement.” However, he is able to endure all
these things because he has his sight trained on
the unseen things that are eternal. Yes, “we
are walking by faith, not by sight.” He appeals
to them, “l hope that we have been made
manifest also to your consciences.”

Paul begins chapter six by entreating them
“not to accept the undeserved kindness of God
and miss its purpose,” and then goes into detail
as to how careful he was that his “ministry
might not be found fault with.” After again
assuring them of his love and telling them to
widen out in their affection for him, he warns
them not to be unequally yoked with unbe-
lievers. Continuing, he counsels: “Let us cleanse
ourselves of every defilement of flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in God’s fear.” Then
Paul again defends his course: “We have
wronged no one, ... we have taken advantage
of no one.”

In chapters eight and nine Paul touches on
the matter of their making contributions for
their needy brothers in Jerusalem and then
gives wise and comforting assurance: "What-
ever a person gives is especially acceptable
according to what a person has and not ac-
cording to what he does not have/ and “he that
sows sparingly will also reap sparingly; and
he that sows bountifully will also reap bounti-
fully. Let each one do just as he has resolved
in his heart... for God loves a cheerful giver.”
—2 Cor. 8:12; 9:6, 7.

Next Paul tells that in his Christian warfare
he did not make use of fleshly methods and
“weapons” but his “weapons” were, neverthe-
less, powerful for overturning reasonings and
for bringing every thought into subjection to
the Christ. He thus reproves them for com-
plaining that his letters are powerful but *his
speech and bodily presence are weak/ All his
counsel, however, is out of concern for their
spiritual well-being, for he has promised them
in marriage as a virgin bride to Christ. He
therefore rebukes their “superfine apostles,”
lists his own qualifications and then recounts
an impressive list of things that he endured
as a servant of Christ. Yes, if anyone was a
devoted servant of Christ, Paul was one even
more so!—2 Cor. 11:1-33.

Truly Second Corinthians is an expression of
Paul’s great loving concern for his spiritual
children at Corinth. No question about it, his
“great freeness of speech” toward them is in
keeping with the proverb that *the wounds of a
friend are faithful.”
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Come to the "Sacred Service™ Assembly!

LL dedicated Christian worshipers of Jeho-

vah God, take note! Also all you persons

interested in knowing more about God and
the Bible! All of you are invited to attend one
of the **Sacred Service” District Assemblies that
are to be held throughout the world beginning
in the summer of 1976. Last year, according to
partial reports received from 36 countries, at
least 2,375,681 persons attended. How many
will attend this year? Will you be one of them?
You will be greatly blessed if you are!

This assembly will provide just what you
need in the way of spiritual food. Each day will
feature one aspect of a Christian’s sacred ser-
vice. The theme of the first day is “*Sacred Ser-
vice as a Family.” Among other things the
program will deal with family problems and
will spell out what is required of Christian
husbands and wives. Especially will all young
folks benefit from the talk *What Does Youth
Want out of Life?”

**Your Sacred Service in the Congregation” is
the theme of the second day. Our need of Je-
hovah’s organization will be highlighted. Also,
how elders can cooperate with one another and
how all can derive more benefit from the circuit
overseer’s visit. As a rule, the baptism will take
place on this day, the subject of the talk being
**Baptism Opens the Door to Sacred Service.”

"The theme of the third day will be **Sacred
Service in the Field.” Encouragement will be
given to make our field presentations more
Biblical. How we can make the most of all our
opportunities will also be discussed, as well as
how to be more fruitful in making disciples and
our privilege to devote more time to witnessing.

**Enduring in Sacred Service” is the theme of
the fourth and final day of the assembly. The
need to keep the right mental attitude regard-
less of the time will be stressed. Also, how we
can stand firm in faith and how prayer can
help us. The public talk **Wll Serving Jehovah
Solve Your Problems?” should prove to be most
helpful to the public and especially to those
newly interested. The assembly will close with
two talks that should deepen our appreciation
of all the good things heard and stimulate us
to act on what we have learned.

A new feature of this assembly will be that
from the second day on, the program will begin
with a review of the previous day’s highlights.
And each day a drama will be presented, two
based on Biblical events and two in modern
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settings. Before the Assembly, it is suggested
that you read Second Kings chapters 22 and 23,
and Daniel chapters 1 and 3.

Are you conscious of your spiritual need?
(Matt. 5:3) Then put forth all possible effort,
yes, leave no stone unturned, to attend one of
the **Sacred Service” District Assemblies.

ASSEMBLY LOCATIONS

These are listed below for several countries.
Those requiring assembly rooming accommoda-
tions may obtain a Room Request form and
rooming address from the local congregation
of Jehovah’s Witnesses, or from the branch
office of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract
Society in the country where they plan on at-
tending.

BRITISH ISLES
July 1*4: Sheffield, South Yorkshire,
Football Ground, Hillsborough.
July 8*11: Dublin, Irish Republic, Industries Hall, R.D.S.,
Ballsbridge. Sheffield, South Yorkshire, Sheffield Wednes*
day Football Ground, Hillsborough.
July 15*18: Cardiff, Wales, Cardiff Arms Park.
July 22*25: Edinburgh, Scotland, Murrayfield Rugby Ground,
London, England, Rugby Union Ground,

Sheffield Wednesday

Murrayfield.

Twickenham.
July 29-August 1: London,

Twickenham.

England, Rugby Union Ground,

July 1*4: Charlottetown, P.E.1" Sportsplex, 56 Maple Ave.

July 8*11: Montreal, P.Q. (French only). Blue Bonnets
Raceway, 7440, boul. Decarie. Ottawa, Ont., Civic Centre
Stadium, Lansdowne Park, Bank St. Prince George, B.C.,
The Coliseum, 1100 Patricia Blvd. Saint John, N.B.,
Lord Beaverbrook Rink, Main St. Vancouver, B.C., Pacific
Coliseum, Exhibition Park. Winnipeg, Man., Winnipeg
Convention Centre, 375 York Ave.

July 15*18: Halifax, N.S., Halifax Forum, 2901 Windsor St.

July 22257 Nanaimo, B.C., Beban Park Recreation Centre,
2300 Bowen Rd. St. John’'s, Nfld., Feildian Gardens,
Pennywell Rd. Toronto, Ont. (English, Spanish and Por*
tuguese), Woodbine Race Track, Hwy. #27 & Rexdale
Blvd., Rexdale, Ont.

July 29-August 1: Brampton, Ont. (ltalian only), Assembly
Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Hwy. #7, 1 mile west of
Mississauga Rd., Norval, Ont. St. Catharines, Ont., Gar-
den City Raceway, Glendale Ave. Saskatoon, Sask., Exhi-
bition Grandstand, Exhibition Grounds. Sault Ste. Marie
Ont., The Sault Memorial Gardens, 269 Queen St. E.

August 5-8: Brampton, Ont. (ltalian only). Assembly Hall
of Jehovah’'s Witnesses, Hwy. #7, 1 mile west of Mis*
sissauga Rd., Norval, Ont. Edmonton, Alta., Edmonton
Coliseum, 75th St. & 118th Ave. Windsor, Ont., Windsor
Raceway, Hwy. #18.

August 12157: Brampton, Ont. (Greek only), Assembly Hall
of Jehovah’'s Witnesses, Hwy. #7, 1 mile west of Mis-
sissauga Rd., Norval, Ont.

August 26*29: Corner Brook, Nfld., Humber Gardens.

UNITED STATES

June 10*13: Irving, Tex., Texas Stadium, 2401 Airport Fwy.
Jacksonville, Fla., Memorial Coliseum, Gator Bowl Sports
Complex. Kansas City, Mo., Kemper Memorial Arena,
1700 Wyoming St. Laurel, Md., Laurel Race Course,
Rte. 1. Oklahoma City, Okla., Myriad Convention Center,
One Myriad Gardens. St. Petersburg, Fla., Bayfront Cen-
ter, 400 1st St. S. San Antonio, Tex. (Spanish only), Con-
vention Center Arena, S. Alamo & Market Sts. Tucson,
Ariz., Tucson Community Center, 260 S. Church.

June 17*20: Charlotte, N.C., Charlotte Coliseum, 2700 E.
Independence Blvd. Dededo, Guam, Harmon Loop School
Cafetorium. Greenville, S.C., Greenville Memorial Audi*
torium, 300 E. North St. Kalamazoo, Mich., Wings
Stadium, 3600 Van Rick Dr. Laurel, Md., Laurel Race
Course, Rte. 1. St. Paul, Minn., Civic Center, 143 W. 4th
St. St. Petersburg, Fla., Bayfront Center, 400 1st St. S.
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Springfield, Ill., Fairgrounds Grandstand, Illinois State
Fairgrounds. Tuscaloosa, Ala., Memorial Coliseum, 10th
St. & Hackberry Ln. West Palm Beach, Fla. (Spanish
only), West Palm Beach Auditorium, 1610 Palm Beach
Lakes Blvd.

June 23-26 (Note: Wednesday through Saturday): Detroit,
Mich., Tiger Stadium, Cor. Michigan & Trumbull.

June 24-27: Asheville, N.C., Asheville Civic Center, 87 Hay-
wood St. Augusta, Me., Augusta Civic Center, Commu-

nity Dr. Cicero, Ill., Hawthorne Race Course, 35th &
Cicero Ave. Des Moines, lowa, Veterans Memorial Audi-
torium, 833 5th Ave. Greensboro, N.C., Greensboro

Coliseum, 1921 W. Lee St. Kalamazoo, Mich., Wings
Stadium, 3600 Van Rick Dr. Laurel, Md., Laurel Race
Course, Rte. 1. Macon, Ga., Macon Coliseum, 200 Coli-
seum Dr. Mobile, Ala., Municipal Auditorium, 401 Audi-
torium Dr. Pasco, Wash. (Spanish only), Pasco High
School, W. Henry & N. 14th St. Phoenix, Arlz., Arizona
Veterans Memorial Coliseum, 1826 W. McDowell Rd.
Richfield, Ohio, The Coliseum, 2923 Streetsboro Rd.
Tulsa, Okla., Tulsa Assembly Center, 100 Civic Center.
Wailuku, Maui, Hawaii, Baldwin High School Auditorium.

June 27-30 (Note: Sunday through Wednesday): Inglewood,
Calif. (Spanish only), The Forum, Manchester & Prairie.

July 1-4: Anchorage, Alaska, Anchorage West High School,
1700 Hillcrest Dr. Cicero, IlIl, Hawthorne Race Course,
35th & Cicero Ave. Denver, Colo., Denver Coliseum,
E. 46th & Humboldt St. EI Paso, Tex. (Spanish only),
El Paso County Coliseum, 4000 E. Paisano Dr. Ingle-
wood, Calif. (Spanish only), The Forum, Manchester &
Prairie. Macon, Ga., Macon Coliseum, 200 Coliseum Dr.
Madison, Wis., Dane County Memorial Coliseum, John
Nolen Dr. New Orleans, La., Municipal Auditorium,
1201 St. Peter St. Reno, Nev., Centennial Coliseum,
4590 S. Virginia St. Richfield, Ohio, The Coliseum, 2923
Streetsboro Rd. Savannah, Ga., Savannah Civic Center,
Orleans Square. South Bend, Ind., N.D.U. Athletic Cen-
ter. Juniper Rd. Tulsa, Okla., Tulsa Assembly Center,
100 Civic Center.

July 8-11: Allentown, Pa., Fairgrounds Grandstand, 17th &
Chew Sts. Baton Rouge, La., L.S.U. Assembly Center,
Louisiana State University. Billings, Mont., Yellowstone
Metra, Yellowstone County Fairgrounds, Hwy. #10 E.
Bismarck, N.D., Civic Center, 6th St. & Sweet Ave.
Cicero, IIl, Hawthorne Race Course, 35th & Cicero Ave.
Denver, Colo., Denver Coliseum, E. 46th & Humboldt St.
Fresno, Calif. (Spanish only), Fresno Convention Center,
700 "M" St. Green Bay, Wis., Memorial Arena, 1901
S. Oneida St. Hilo, Hawaii, Hilo High School Auditorium,
556 Waianuenue Ave. Lakeland, Fla., Lakeland Civic
Center, 700 Lemon St. Louisville, Ky., Coliseum, Ken-
tucky Fair & Exposition Center. Madison, Wis., Dane
County Memorial Coliseum, John Nolen Dr. Memphis,
Tenn., Mid-South Coliseum, Mid-South Fairgrounds. Nash-
ville, Tenn., Municipal Auditorium, 417 4th Ave. N.
Reno, Nev., Centennial Coliseum, 4590 S. Virginia St.
Richfield, Ohio, The Coliseum, 2923 Streetsboro Rd.
Seattle, Wash., The Kingdome, 201 S. King St. Spring-

field, Mass., Springfield Civic Center, 1277 Main St.
Syracuse, N.Y., Onondaga Memorial Auditorium, 515
Montgomery St. Utica, N X, Utica Memorial Auditorium,
Oriskany St. W.

July 15187: Allentown, Pa., Fairgrounds Grandstand, 17th

& Chew Sts. Buffalo, N.Y., Memorial Auditorium, 140
Main St. Cicero, Ill. (Spanish only), Hawthorne Race
Course, 35th & Cicero Ave. Denver, Colo., Denver Coli-
seum, E. 46th & Humboldt St. Fresno, Calif. (Spanish
only), Fresno Convention Center, 700 “M" St. Hampton,
Va.f Hampton Coliseum, 1000 Coliseum Dr. Honolulu,
Oahu, Hawaii, McKinley High School Auditorium, 1039
S. King St. Kailua’Kona, Hawaii, Kealakeha School.
Lakeland, Fla. (Spanish also), Lakeland Civic Center,
700 Lemon St. Louisville, Ky., Coliseum, Kentucky Fair
& Exposition Center. Memphis, Tenn., Mid-South Coli-
seum, Mid-South Fairgrounds. Oakland, Calif., Oakland~”
Alameda County Stadium, Nimitz Fwy. & Hegenberger
Rd. Philadelphia, Pa., Veterans Stadium, S. Broad &
Pattison Ave. Reno, Nev., Centennial Coliseum, 4590 S.
Virginia St. Roanoke, Va., Roanoke Civic Center, 710
Williamson Rd. NE. Springfield, Mass., Springfield Civic
Center, 1277 Main St. Utica, N.Y., Utica Memorial Audi-
torium, Oriskany St. W.

July 22257 ElI Paso, Tex. (Spanish only), EI Paso County

Coliseum, 4000 E. Paisano Dr. Hampton, Va., Hampton
Coliseum, 1000 Coliseum Dr. Honolulu, Oahu, Hawaii,
McKinley High School Auditorium, 1039 S. King St.
Providence, R.l., Providence Civic Center, 1 LaSalle Sqg.
San Antonio, Tex. (Spanish only), Convention Center
Arena, S. Alamo & Market Sts. West Palm Beach, Fla.,
West Palm Beach Auditorium, 1610 Palm Beach Lakes
Blvd.

July 29-August 1: Inglewood, Calif., Hollywood Park Race

Track, 1050 S. Prairie Ave. at Century Blvd. Long Island
City, N.Y. (French only), Jehovah's Witnesses Assembly
Hall, 44-17 Greenpoint Ave. Providence, R.l., Providence
Civic Center, 1 LaSalle Sq. West Palm Beach, Fla., West
Palm Beach Auditorium, 1610 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd.

August 4-7 (Note: Wednesday through Saturday): Elmont,

N.Y., Belmont Park Race Track, Hempstead Tpk. at
Cross Island Pkwy.

August 5-8: Inglewood, Calif., Hollywood Park Race Track,

1050 S. Prairie Ave. at Century Blvd. Lihue, Kauai,
Hawaii, Kauai High School Auditorium.

August 811~ (Note: Sunday through Wednesday): Elmont,

N.Y., Belmont Park Race Track, Hempstead Tpk. at
Cross Island Pkwy.

August 12-15: Elmont, N.Y., Belmont Park Race Track,

Hempstead Tpk. at Cross Island Pkwy. Honolulu, Oahu,
Hawaii, Roosevelt High School Auditorium, 1120 Nehoa
St. Inglewood, Calif., Hollywood Park Race Track, 1050
S. Prairie Ave. at Century Blvd.

August 19227 Elmont, N.Y. (Spanish only), Belmont Park

Race Track, Hempstead Tpk. at Cross Island Pkwy.
Honolulu, Oahu, Hawaii, Roosevelt High School Audi-
torium, 1120 Nehoa St.

Do You Remember?

Have you read the recent issues of The
Watchtower carefully? If so, you will doubt-
less recall these points:
 What did King Solomon mean when he
said: "Foolishness has been put in many
high positions I have seen servants on
horses but princes walking on the earth just
like servants"?—Eccl. 10:6, 7.

In this world, unqualified persons may be
put over capable men of noble or princely
disposition. These princely men may be
granted no dignity but may be treated as
servants by those who have the authority but
who really lack the qualifications to dis-
charge it properly.—P. 6.*

* All references are to The Watchtower for 1976.
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* Why could the apostle Paul say that his
*tribulation meant glory’ for Christians?
—Eph. 3:13.

Paul’s faithful endurance exalted Christian-

ity as something worth suffering for and even
dying for. It demonstrated the conviction that
being a disciple of Jesus Christ was of the
highest value, deserving any sacrifice.—Pp.
57, 58.
e What is the point of Proverbs 15:15: **All
the days of the afflicted one are bad; but the
one that is good at heart has a feast con-
stantly”?

The person who allows his affliction or
sorrow to dominate his life finds that every
day is gloomy. He is blind to the blessings
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that may surround him. But the person who
does not permit unpleasantness to dominate
in his heart experiences an inward joy from
day to day. His positive outlook enables him
to be cheerful, as if enjoying a "feast con-
stantly."—P. 69.

» Does God’s promise to remove "pain” mean
that all sensations of pain will be a thing of
the past?—Rev. 21:4.

No, sensations of pain serve a beneficial
purpose in alerting a person to danger, en-
abling him to act quickly in avoiding further
contact with the source of the pain. Pain will
‘be no more’ in that the causes of human
suffering—oppression, crime, sickness, death
and the like—will be removed from the
earth.—P. 131.

& At Hosea 2:16, what is meant by the fact
that, as foretold, the Israelites would call
Jehovah no longer "My owner,” but “My hus-
band”?

This pointed to the changed situation of the
repentant Jewish remnant. No longer would
they as a composite wife want to feel as being
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just owned as if by a slave master. The desig-
nation "My husband” reflected a greater
intimacy and a feeling of being like a helper
to God. Also, because of previous defilement
with the worship of the false god Baal, which
means "owner,” they would rightly avoid using
the title "Baal” with reference to Jehovah
God. Thus they would not be reminded of
their sin and that of their forefathers in
worshiping Baal.—Pp. 182, 184.

* In what sense is Jehovah humble as stated
at Psalm 18:35?

Though in submission to no one, Jehovah is
humble in the sense that he condescends to
deal with sinful humans, showing favor even
to those whom men despise.—Pp. 197, 198.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
June 20: Life and Light Go Hand in Hand.
Page 301. Songs to Be Used: 40, 110.

June 27: "Go On Walking as Children of
Light." Page 308. Songs to Be Used: 28, 2.
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