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into the distance and announce to others 
what is coming. Can a magazine serve 
similarly in our day? Yes, from its first 
issue (July 1879) onward, The Watchtower, 
published by Jehovah’s witnesses, has done 
just that.

How can it benefit you? Consider: Do you 
long for a better world, one of true justice 
and free from sorrow, hatred and war? Do 
you want to live at a time when genuine 
peace and love prevail among people of all 
races? Then this magazine can aid you. Using 
God’s Word, the Bible, as its authority, it 
points out the clear evidence that the present 
wicked system of things will soon end, 
destroyed by God. But it also announces 
the coming in of a righteous new order. 
There, under the rule of God’s kingdom, his 
heavenly government, people will enjoy life 
forever in true peace, health and happiness 
on a paradise earth.

Faithfulness to the Word of God lifts 
The Watchtower above the contradicting 
religious teachings and philosophies of men. 
It stays strictly neutral as regards political 
affairs. It wholeheartedly upholds the high- 
est moral standard—that of man’s Maker, 
Jehovah God. From this source, it shows 
solutions to the problems of daily life.

We know that many sincere persons would 
appreciate a discussion of these things in 
their own home with a qualified person. 
One of Jehovah’s witnesses will be glad to 
call on you free of charge. To arrange for 
this, simply write the publishers of this 
magazine or contact Jehovah’s witnesses 
locally.
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Surely, then, 
we also have 
good reason to 
take seriously 
what he said 
about the com- 
ing of better 
times for hu- 

mankind. To his disciples he pointed out 
that relief from injustices, oppression, in- 
security, famines, wars and other problems 
would come at a time of unprecedented 
fear and anxiety. He said: “On earth 
nations will stand helpless, not knowing 
which way to turn . . .  men will faint with 
terror at the thought of all that is coming 
upon the world.” (Luke 21:25, 26, 
English Bible) Is this not what we see 
today?

Jesus Christ, however, did not simply 
paint a picture of hopelessness and help- 
lessness. He continued: “When all this be- 
gins to happen, stand upright and hold 
your heads high, because your liberation 
is near.” (Luke 21:28, Then, by
means of an illustration, Jesus Christ called 
attention to the nearness of that liberation 
and also the instrument through which it 
would be brought about. “Look at the fig- 
tree,” he said, “or any other tree. As soon 
as it buds, you can see for yourselves that 
summer is near. In the same way, when 
you see all this happening, you may know 
that the kingdom of God is near. I tell you 
this: the present generation will live to 
see it all.״—Luke 21:29-32, NE.

So deliverance from today’s distressing 
world situation will not come through any 
man or group of men but through God’s 
kingdom. Jesus Christ himself is the king 
of that government. His receiving royal 
authority was revealed in a prophetic vi- 
sion as follows: “With the clouds of the 
heavens someone like a son of man hap- 
pened to be coming; and to the Ancient 
of Days [the Most High] he gained access, 
and they brought him up close even before

t t  n y  j f  ANY of my friends,” said a
C״/Y d .  white-haired Indian shopkeep- 

er in Old Delhi, “believe now that things 
will get better for us.” Then he added: 
“But I don’t know. I don’t see how things 
can get better. The greed and folly of 
man has brought us to where we are, and 
we have only man to make things better. 
Why should we count on the creature who 
made things bad to make things better? 
This will not happen.”

When it comes to the future, many peo- 
pie today share the gloomy outlook of this 
Indian shopkeeper.

Yet it may be asked, Does man’s in- 
ability to bring about better conditions 
really mean that there is no basis for hope 
in the future? One of the wisest men ever 
to walk the earth did not think so. That 
man was a prophet whose words have been 
distributed more widely and translated in- 
to more languages than those of any other 
man. That prophet was Jesus Christ.

His prophecies always came true. One 
of his outstanding prophecies pertained to 
the city of Jerusalem and its temple. Jesus 
Christ foretold that Jerusalem would fall 
and that the conquerors would “not leave 
a stone upon a stone” in the city. (Luke 
19:44) Regarding the magnificent temple, 
he said: “The days will come in which not 
a stone upon a stone will be left here and 
not be thrown down.” (Luke 21:6) In ful- 
fillment of those words, the year 70 C.E. 
saw the Roman armies under the com- 
mand of Titus utterly destroy Jerusalem 
and the glorious temple. This is but one 
example, of many, vindicating Jesus Christ 
as a true prophet.
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kind after he takes over the managing of 
earth's affairs. He will prove true to his 
words: “I am the resurrection and the life. 
He that exercises faith in me, even though 
he dies, will come to life.”—John 11:25.

The rule of Jesus Christ will reflect the 
same concern and warmth that his invi- 
tation to become his disciples did. He said: 
“Come to me, all you who are toiling and 
loaded down, and I will refresh you. Take 
my yoke upon you and become my dis* 
ciples, for I am mild-tempered and lowly 

/  in heart, and you will 
find refreshment for 

/y o u r  sou ls.”—M att. 
11:28, 29.

^  How can we be cer- 
tain that Jesus Christ, 
as a mighty heavenly 
king, will be just as 
humble and concerned 
about bringing relief 
and refreshment to 
humankind as he was 
while on earth? Might 
he not have changed? 
The Holy Scriptures 
give us this comfort- 

ing assurance: “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today, and forever.”—Heb. 
13:8.

Things will indeed get much, much bet- 
ter in the not-too-distant future when 
God’s kingdom by Christ replaces the rule 
of imperfect men. What grand relief that 
will bring from injustices, oppression, suf- 
fering, pollution, sickness and death!

Surely we have good reason to want 
Jesus Christ as our King. Are you ac- 
quainted with his requirements for those 
who would be his loyal subjects? The group 
of Christians known as Jehovah’s witness- 
es are eager and willing to help anyone to 
gain a better understanding of these re- 
quirements as contained in the Bible. Why 
not avail yourself of their help the next 
time they call on you?
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that One. And to him there were given 
rulership and dignity and kingdom, that 
the peoples, national groups and languages 
should all serve even him.” (Dam. 7:13,14) 
Thereafter all the ruling powers of the 
earth that refuse to serve him are shown 
to have their authority ripped away from 
them. (Dan. 7:17, 18) Never again will 
‘man dominate man to his injury.’—Eccl. 
8:9.

As world ruler, Jesus Christ has the 
wisdom to bring about, not just better 
times, but the very 
best of conditions on 
the earth. Prior to his 
miraculous birth on 
earth, he had been in 
the heavens with his 
Father, the Most High 
God. (Luke 1:30-38)
He was the “Word,” 
that is, his Father’s 
spokesman to all other 
intelligent creatures.
In his prehuman exis- 
tence, the “Word” 
shared with his Fa- 
ther in creation. The 
Bible tells us: “The Word, then, was with 
God at the beginning, and through him 
all things came to be; no single thing was 
created without him.”—John 1:2, 3, NE.

Accordingly, Jesus Christ knows what 
life is and how it can be perpetuated for 
all eternity. He also knows how earth’s 
resources can best be utilized, without 
causing needless pollution of land, water 
and air. Under his rule, therefore, this 
earth can be transformed into a delightful 
paradise.

While on earth as a man, Jesus Christ 
opened the eyes of the blind, unstopped 
the ears of the deaf, enabled the speech- 
less ones to speak, restored soundness of 
limb to the crippled and even raised 
the dead. Having been resurrected, Jesus 
Christ will certainly do no less for man-

“On earth nations will 

stand helpless, not knowing 

which way to turn . . . men 

will faint with terror at the thought 

of all that is coming upon the world 

. . . When all this begins to happen, 

stand upright and hold your heads 

high, because your liberation is 

near.”— Luke 21:25, 26, 28, 

“New English Bible.”
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form, gave no 
consideration  
to a seizure, 
nam ely, th at 
he should be 
equal to God. 
N o , b u t h e  

emptied himself and took a 
slave’s form and came to be in 

the likeness of men.”—Phil. 2 :5 7 .־
As a man, not only was Jesus “a little 

lower than angels” but he did not even 
enjoy any special prominence among his 
fellow countrymen. (Heb. 2:7) Though 
they were born into the royal line of Da- 
vid, neither his foster father Joseph nor 
his mother Mary possessed riches or in- 
fluence. When presenting an offering for 
her purification, Mary could not afford to 
sacrifice a sheep and therefore she had to 
take advantage of the law that permitted 
offering up instead “a pair of turtledoves 
or two young pigeons.” (Luke 2:24; Lev. 
12:8) Regarding his own circumstances, 
Jesus once remarked: “Foxes have dens 
and birds of heaven have roosts, but the 
Son of man has nowhere to lay down his 
head.”—Matt. 8:20.

In the heavens, the Son of God had 
lacked nothing. That is why the apostle 
Paul could write that “though he was rich 
he became poor.” (2 Cor. 8:9) As a rela- 
tively poor man on earth, Jesus humbly 
served others. He brought spiritual and 
physical healing to many, opening the 
eyes of the blind, unstopping the ears of 
the deaf and restoring the crippled to 
soundness of limb. In everything that he 
did Jesus was motivated by love.

The Bible reports that when his privacy 
was interrupted by a great crowd of peo- 
pie “he was moved with pity for them, 
because they were as sheep without a shep-

W H A T
makes 

a person great?
For many it 
is prominence, 
being able to 
tell others what 
to do and being waited on by 
them. But is having tremendous 
authority what makes a person 
truly great?

God’s view of greatness is very differ- 
ent from that of many people. Jesus Christ, 
who perfectly reflected his Father’s mind 
on matters, made this clear. Directing his 
comments to his disciples, he said: “You 
know that the rulers of the nations lord it 
over them and the great men wield au- 
thority over them. This is not the way 
among you; but whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your minister 
[servant], and whoever wants to be first 
among you must be your slave.” (Matt. 
20:25-27) Jesus Christ backed up these 
words by setting the example in serving. 
He added: “Just as the Son of man came, 
not to be ministered to, but to minister.” 
Yes, Jesus did not come seeking to be wait- 
ed on, but he himself did the serving, even 
giving “his soul a ransom in exchange for 
many.”—Matt. 20:28.

The Son of God was outstanding in not 
being ‘position-minded.’ In his prehuman 
existence he occupied the foremost place 
among millions of spirit sons of God. Yet 
he willingly gave up that position to serve 
in the interests of sinful mankind. Calling 
attention to this, the apostle Paul encour- 
aged fellow believers: “Keep this mental 
attitude in you that was also in Christ Je- 
sus, who, although he was existing in God’s

WHAT IS
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ward him. Among those aspiring for a 
comparable position of “greatness” a com- 
petitive spirit usually prevails. This gives 
rise to bitter disputes, envies and frustra- 
tions. On the other hand, the person who 
unselfishly gives of himself endears him- 
self to others and experiences much hap- 
piness.

This is well illustrated in the case of the 
apostle Paul. He labored willingly and 
eagerly in behalf of others. To the elders 
of the congregation at Ephesus, he could 
say: “Bear in mind that for three years, 
night and day, I did not quit admonishing 
each one with tears.. . .  I have coveted no 
man’s silver or gold or apparel. You your- 
selves know that these hands have attend- 
ed to the needs of me and of those with 
me. I have exhibited to you in all things 
that by thus laboring you must assist 
those who are weak, and must bear in 
mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when 
he himself said, ,There is more happiness 
in giving than there is in receiving.’ ” 
—Acts 20:31-35.

Paul’s serving others in the way that 
he did brought him much happiness. It also 
endeared him to the hearts of his fellow 
workers. When, for example, the elders of 
the Ephesus congregation heard that they 
might never again see Paul on earth, 
“quite a bit of weeping broke out among 
them all, and they fell upon Paul’s neck 
and tenderly kissed him.”—Acts 20:37.

Yes, true greatness comes from humble 
service, motivated by love for God and 
fellowmen. Is this the kind of greatness 
for which you are striving? Have you re- 
jected the world’s view of greatness, a 
view based on being able to command 
rather than on being willing to serve God 
and fellow humans? It is the greatness 
that comes from serving that pays rich 
dividends. Such greatness brings much 
happiness to its possessor and proves to 
be a source of fine encouragement and up- 
lift to others.

herd.” (Mark 6:32-34) He manifested the 
same self-sacrificing attitude when healing 
people. He deeply wanted to bring relief 
to those who were suffering. There was 
the time when a leper entreated him: “If 
you just want to, you can make me clean.” 
“Moved with pity,” Jesus “stretched out 
his hand and touched him,” saying: “I 
want to. Be made clean.” (Mark 1:40, 41) 
Such healings drew on Jesus’ vitality. The 
Scriptures tell us that, in connection with 
one miraculous cure, Jesus ,perceived that 
power went out of him.’ (Luke 8:46) 
Nevertheless, he was willing and eager to 
serve sinful humans in this way.

The example of Jesus Christ in humbly 
serving gave real force to his teaching 
about what constitutes “greatness.” When 
pointing out to his disciples that they 
should not conduct themselves like world- 
ly  kings and others who are called “Bene- 
factors,” Jesus directed attention to his 
own example: “For which one is greater, 
the one reclining at the table or the one 
ministering? Is it not the one reclining at 
the table? But I am in your midst as the 
one ministering.”—Luke 22:25-27.

However, a person’s willingly serving 
others does not in itself make him great. 
The individual must be rightly motivated, 
doing everything as unto the Creator. One 
who appreciated this was the apostle Paul. 
In a letter to the Corinthian Christians, 
he said: “If I give all my belongings to 
feed others, and if I hand over my body, 
that I may boast, but do not have love, 
I am not profited at all.” (1 Cor. 13:3) So, 
then, true greatness comes from serving 
others because of deep love for them and 
the Creator, Jehovah God.

The so-called “greatness” of those who 
wield extensive authority and are waited 
on by others often leads to serious prob- 
lems. The person having a position of 
prominence strives to maintain his control 
by keeping others down. His underlings, 
as a result, may build up resentment to­
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Insight on the News
God’s purpose. Bible prophecy shows that 
soon God will rip control away from all the 
divisive political systems and bring them to an 
end. (Dan. 2:44) There will then be only one 
government over all mankind, his heavenly 
kingdom in the hands of Jesus Christ. (Matt. 
6:10) Those who submit to God's Kingdom 
rule will survive the end of this present un- 
satisfactory system of political rule. They will 
enter God’s new order as a united society of 
people “out of all nations and tribes and 
peoples and tongues.”— Rev. 7:9.

•  The Roman Catholic publication "Common- 
weal” states in its January 2, 1976, issue: 

"Today, at the end of the 
Holy Year, a year after the 

Who Is closing of the bishops’ synod 
to Blame? on evangelization, and ten 

years after the closing of the 
Second Vatican Council, the 

word of God is preached no more clearly and 
effectively than it was a year ago. The preach- 
ers, it seems, are talking to themselves. The 
listeners, supposedly hungry for the word, 
have turned them off.”

This Catholic magazine further states: "The 
evidence is in the polls and sociological sur- 
veys, and before our eyes in the empty con- 
fessionals and pews. More and more of the 
people of God, kicking the dust from their 
heels, have walked out of the church . . . 
while those ultimately responsible for preach- 
ing the word, the bishops, have again become 
preoccupied in a fruitless political squabble, 
an ecclesiastical power play in which they 
will recklessly squander what little moral 
authority they retain.”

God’s Word long ago foretold the moral 
bankruptcy we now see in Christendom's reli- 
gions. The Bible also notes: "For truly, if the 
trumpet sounds an indistinct call, who will get 
ready for battle? In the same way also, unless 
you through the tongue utter speech easily 
understood, how will it be known what is being 
spoken? You will, in fact, be speaking into 
the air.” (1 Cor. 14:8, 9) The clergy have not 
taught the clear truths of God. They have 
prevented their flocks from learning God’s 
will and purpose. As a result, they have not 
been blessed by God, and the consequences 
are plain for all to see.
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•  More than a century ago when Charles 
Darwin promoted his theory that man evolved 

from the lower animals, he 
. suggested that a key mecha-

Darwin nism was “ natural selection.”
“Being This was the idea that the

Discarded” Stronger survive and keep
improving to the point where 
newer forms of life are pro- 

duced. However, in recent years that idea has 
come under assault. It has become evident 
that just surviving does not result in anything 
new.

In “ Harper’s” magazine of February, Tom 
Bethell, an editor for "The Washington Month- 
ly,” states: “The conclusion is pretty stagger- 
ing: Darwin’s theory, I believe, is on the verge 
of collapse.” He added: "Darwin, I suggest, 
is in the process of being discarded, but . . . 
it is being done as discreetly and gently as 
possible, with a minimum of publicity.”

The facts continue to support the truth on 
this matter as stated at Isaiah 45:12, where 
God declares: “ I myself have made the earth 
and have created even man upon it.” No, 
man did not get here by evolution. He got 
here by creation.

6  Advances in transportation and communi- 
cations have ‘shrunk’ the world into something 

like a single community.
Thus today's problems

World have become global in
Government nature, shared by all. Yet,

Needed *he nations keep pulling in
different directions. An ar- 
tide in the Montreal "Ga- 

zette” noted that world leaders "have said 
that some form of world government will be 
necessary.” It commented: "Surely it is worth 
working for when one considers the probable 
alternatives— a breakdown in society or world 
dictatorship.” Even food shortages in various 
places, it acknowledged, are "caused by con- 
fused priorities and a lack of global manage- 
ment.” The report observed that "people must 
soon equate national or group allegiance with 
a much broader loyalty to all of mankind, a 
form of world or planetary citizenship.”

Is one government for all the world just a 
dream? By the efforts of humans, yes, as 
history shows. But one government over all 
the earth will be a reality because that is
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HOW WE 
ACHIEVED IT

Many times discipline was admin- 
istered, not only by word of mouth, 
but also by use of the literal “rod of 
correction.” When Dad was away at 
work, Mother carried out the neces- 
sary duties to keep the fam ily in line. 
We had deep respect for her right 
hand, with which she aimed the 
strap in the right direction, just be- 
fore we managed to duck under the 
bed. That was our place of refuge, as 
Mother was too stout to pursue us. 

As a large family, we learned 
to work together. 
We were all as- 
signed different 
chores around the 
home. My first 
job was to crawl 
under all the beds 
—a place I was 
q u ite fa m ilia r  
w ith—and dust 
all the springs 

and angle irons. As I grew older, I 
graduated to more responsible jobs, such 
as regularly setting and clearing the meal 
table; then, washing and drying dishes, 
dusting the furniture, vacuuming carpets, 
washing and waxing floors and inside 
stairs. At the time, I thought it was most 
unfair to subject any child to these tasks. 
But in later years I realized that my early 
childhood training was a great asset in the 
training of our own children.

Looking back now, after having to sup- 
port my own family, I can appreciate the 
hard times my parents had in providing 
for us all during the depression years. My 
father was a workingman—delivering 
bread from door to door—and so he always 
managed to put three wholesome meals on 
the table. He was also aware of our spir- 
itual needs, making sure that we all went 
to church on Sunday.

The older ones would attend the church 
service, while we younger ones went to
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As told by Joseph Alien

T3ERE are many persons 
who try to predict the 
future with accuracy but fail. For instance, 

if someone had told me when I was a boy 
growing up in Montreal, Canada, that 
someday I would be a father of seven 
children and that I would be enjoying the 
blessings and peace of mind that I do now, 
I wouldn’t have believed him.

However, let’s go back in time, for what 
happened in my early life affected the 
kind of father I became. I was born in 
1923. My mother and father had arrived 
from England in 1912, and by the time 
of my birth they already had four children, 
three girls and one boy. Two years later 
another brother arrived, and that made 
six children in the family. So, as you can 
see, I grew up as a member of a big 
family, which contributed to my being 
able to handle my own large family in 
later years.

I learned how necessary it was for a 
father to exercise his headship if peace 
and harmony were to be enjoyed by all.
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We moved away from Montreal to a 
place in the country. Here, with the assis- 
tance of the Veteran’s Land Commission, 
we purchased half an acre of land and 
began to build our “dream home.” I 
worked as an electrician in a paper mill, 
but at other times was totally engrossed 
in building our home. My wife still liked 
to go to church, which she managed to 
do occasionally. She tried many times to 
encourage me to attend. As our home 
took shape, we discussed the number of 
rooms to build and the number of children 
we would like to have. It was decided on, 
not seven, but four; two boys and two girls. 
Well, things just didn’t work out that way. 
The third year of our marriage our first 
son was born; two years later a second. 
Now it was time for a daughter, but, much 
to our surprise, a third son was born.

It was now 1952, and the future in a 
small Quebec French town for an English 
Protestant family didn’t look too bright, 
nor at that time very “healthy.” This was 
made quite plain to me by my fellow work- 
ers. Practically everyone was Roman 
Catholic, and we were Anglican. So we 
decided that it would be best to sell out 
and move to Vancouver, where one of my 
married sisters, whom we had not seen 
for a number of years, was now living. In 
June 1952, with all our worldly possessions 
packed in our car, we said good-bye to 
Quebec and eastern Canada for good—we 
thought

REMARKABLE CHANGE
—HOW IT CAME ABOUT

After living in Vancouver for three 
years, and after our fourth son was bom, 
one of Jehovah’s witnesses called at our 
door. It was the first time that this oc- 
curred in our lives. This eventually led 
my wife and me to become Jehovah’s wit- 
nesses. Let me tell you how this came 
about.

Sunday-school classes. One thing that al- 
ways puzzled me was why Dad and Mother 
never attended with us. One day I got up 
enough courage to ask Dad why, and his 
reply was that he had had his fill of it 
and didn’t need that sort of thing anymore. 
This puzzled me for years, but now I 
understand perfectly.

LEAVING HOME: STARTING A FAMILY
Soon I approached manhood and was 

ready to step out into the big, exciting 
world. What would I do? My immediate 
future was already decided, for World 
War Π was raging. I still recall very clear- 
ly the tear-filled faces of my family and 
the fears I felt as the troop train separated 
our family for the first time.

I was seventeen years old then, and the 
four years I spent in the Navy seemed to 
pass by quickly. In December 1945 I was 
discharged. Fortunately, I was still in good 
health, a little older, and a good deal wiser. 
To celebrate our fam ily reunion, it was 
decided that we all attend church service 
on Christmas Day, parents included.

The past few years had changed my 
outlook toward religion—I wanted no part 
of it. I felt that I had been enlightened, 
like my father in previous years; I didn’t 
need it. My family could not understand 
this, since I had taken such an active part 
in the church as a young man, even to the 
point of assisting the clergyman at the 
altar, serving the bread and wine to the 
participants. However, to please my moth- 
er, I went. Really, I was very happy I 
did, because that evening at church I was 
introduced to the one who was to play a 
major role in my life—my future wife.

The past four years of military training 
had taught me to respond quickly to sit- 
uations. I did in this case, and we were 
married five months later in May 1946. 
My wedding day proved to be one of the 
few times I had stepped into a church 
since reaching manhood.
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place at home with a beautiful rose petal 
between its pages. Quite a funeral!

Persistence on the part of my wife paid 
off, however, and eventually I submitted 
and joined her in going to church. I rea- 
soned that it was easier sitting in church 
enjoying the organ music than to “face 
the music” when she arrived home every 
Sunday. About six months went by, and 
it was smooth sailing. Then she really 
rocked my boat! She told me that she was 
not going back to church anymore. “You 
can go if you want to,” she said, “but I’m 
not going anymore.”

“Why? Why? Why?” I asked dumb- 
founded. Then she proceeded to tell me 
that she had been studying the Bible with 
Jehovah’s witnesses and was amazed at 
what she was learning as compared to 
what she had learned during all the years 
she had been an Anglican. She asked me 
to sit down with her and listen to what 
she had to show me from the Bible (which 
she had by this time resurrected, because 
it had become important to her again).

In one short hour, I learned that God’s 
name is Jehovah (Ps. 83:18); that this 
time period we are living in is spoken of 
in the Bible as the “last days” (2 Tim. 
3:1-5); that Armageddon is the war of 
God Almighty against the wicked system, 
and is very near (Rev. 16:14-16); and 
how we, as a family unit, would be able to 
live on earth forever, happily united in 
peace and security, enjoying perfect con- 
ditions under Jehovah God’s kingdom with 
his Son Jesus Christ as King.—Ps. 37:9-11, 
29; Rev. 11:15,17; 21:3, 4.

Well, I never had heard of such wonder- 
ful things before in all my life. It was too 
good to believe, and, sad to say, I didn’t 
believe it. While not violently opposing 
my wife, I did ridicule her. In my ig- 
norance, I would call her “Jehovah,” and 
remind her that I wasn’t having any part 
of that fanatical religion. If she wanted it, 
fine, but not I.

W ith four young boys growing up, my 
wife felt that the home training and dis- 
ciplining that they were receiving was not 
sufficient. She felt that we needed to as- 
sociate with and attend the Anglican 
Church. This I bitterly opposed. I didn’t 
want contact with any religion, and I 
didn’t feel I needed any outside help to 
raise my family. I emphasized the point 
that my next visit to a church would be 
at my funeral. However, I told her, if she 
wanted to go to church and take the chil- 
dren, that was up to her and I wouldn’t  
interfere.

She took me at my word and went. I 
stayed home to baby-sit for the younger 
ones. As time went on, she would come 
home each Sunday and very tactfully tell 
me how nice the minister was. She ex- 
plained that they were going to have card 
parties in the church hall and put on a 
few suppers, and so forth, to raise funds 
for the church. She pleaded with me please 
to consider joining the men’s church club, 
as she would like to join the women’s club. 
Also, wouldn’t I reconsider and come to 
church to keep the family united in the 
Christian faith?

I continued to resist all such persuasion. 
I told her that I wouldn’t go to church 
until she could prove to me that there was 
something worth while to listen to, not 
just boring church services that everyone 
blindly followed. As for the church’s being 
a place to learn about God, I had given up 
on that years ago. We had never really 
used the Bible in church. It’s true the 
clergyman did read a few passages each 
Sunday, but he never explained what they 
meant. Consequently we never knew what 
was in the Bible.

Our family had a King James Version 
of the Bible in the home somewhere. We 
had tried to read it, but always became 
discouraged before completing a full page 
because we didn’t understand it. The Bible 
eventually ended up buried away in a safe
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there were still times when the literal rod 
of correction was applied, and this we did 
where Jehovah put the most padding on 
the human body.—Prov. 23:13, 14.

ASSEMBLIES—A FAMILY HIGHLIGHT
Another aspect of Christian activity that 

we have loved so much is assemblies. We 
especially look forward to the district as- 
semblies of Jehovah’s witnesses, which we 
always incorporate into our annual va- 
cation. We have traveled to many big 
cities in the United States and Canada, 
and have enjoyed the variety of Jehovah’s 
creation, along with visits to the Watch- 
tower Society’s factories and farms. All of 
this has been a practical way to broaden 
our children’s education.

One outstanding assembly that we at- 
tended was in New York in 1958. On our 
way there from Vancouver, we parked the 
car in Spokane, Washington, to do some 
shopping, telling the children to remain 
in the car. On our return, they told us that 
a man had come over to talk with them. 
They pointed him out to us in a nearby 
store. He waved and approached the car. 
He told us that he had noticed our bumper 
sticker advertising the New York assembly 
and identified himself as one of Jehovah’s 
witnesses. He invited us to his home for 
a steak dinner, followed by an evening of 
Christian fellowship and a pleasant night’s 
rest.

Farther on, in Lusk, Wyoming, our 
bumper sign brought us another blessing, 
very similar to that experienced in Spo- 
kane. My car engine developed a loud 
knock during the day. A Witness in that 
little town, noticing our bumper sign, sug- 
gested that we stay overnight at his place 
while he worked on the engine. It turned 
out that he was the county mechanic and 
had access to a large garage with all the 
necessary tools to make the repair. The 
next morning we were on our way again, 
grateful for the love and hospitality that

She continued to whet my appetite with 
things she was learning from God’s Word, 
but I clung desperately to the church, 
knowing all the time that my grip was 
weakening. My wife was wielding the 
“sword of the spirit,” and eventually I 
lost. But really, I’ve never been so happy 
over losing in all my life. I left the church 
and started studying the Bible. In the 
spring, when all of God’s creation is com- 
ing to life again, my wife and I too really 
came to life and began living for Jehovah 
and his Kingdom interests, undergoing 
water baptism in the North Vancouver 
Kingdom Hall on March 31, 1956.

FAMILY BLESSINGS RESULT
Since then we have enjoyed untold 

blessings, not only spiritual, but also ma- 
terial. We came to realize that this was 
not just another religion, but that Jeho- 
vah’s witnesses are being used by Jehovah 
God to accomplish the preaching of the 
“good news” of the Kingdom world wide, 
according to Matthew 24:14. We wanted 
to be part of this loving Christian family.

The Watchtower and Awake! magazines 
provided us needed help in raising our 
family successfully, assisting us to under- 
stand and apply the counsel of God’s Word 
in our family life. We came to understand, 
for example, the true meaning of obedience 
and discipline, and the fact that Jehovah 
disciplines those he loves. We also learned 
the importance of teaching our children, 
and of spending time with them.—Heb. 
12:5-11; Deut. 6:4-9.

The result of all of this was a family 
that always enjoyed doing things together. 
The boys were a big help to me in building 
our home, even as little tots. When they 
were too young for school, I would often 
take them with me on my electrical jobs. 
We eventually were blessed with two 
daughters, and my wife took great delight 
in training them to sew and cook and do 
other chores around the home. Mind you,
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it has been a rewarding experience to work 
alongside men and women who volunteer 
their skills and time, all for the love of 
their God and fellowman. This to me is a 
foretaste of the promised New Order living, 
so near at hand.

OUR PROTECTED FAMILY
As world conditions worsen and this 

system rapidly deteriorates, family life is 
adversely affected for many. But, thanks 
to Jehovah and his Christian organization, 
our family has been protected. By applying 
Bible principles and counsel, we have kept 
free from the many snares of the world. 
The result is that our whole family is truly 
happy, and is having a full share in serving 
God.

Our four eldest sons have married zeal- 
ous Christian women, and are carrying 
out their duties as elders and ministerial 
servants in the Christian congregation. 
The eldest son, with the help of his wife, 
enjoys the full-time pioneer service here 
in Ontario. Our second son and his wife 
are now serving where the need for King- 
dom preachers is greater in the Province 
of Quebec. And the two younger sons are 
happily married and living in the West. 
We still have our two daughters and 
youngest son with us, and, like their older 
brothers, they show great love and appre- 
ciation for God’s Word. Two of them have 
already publicly shown this by water 
baptism.

Although some of our family are miles 
away, the unity of Jehovah’s organization 
makes us feel always close. We are es- 
pecially united by the Bible-based hope of 
living on earth forever in peace and se- 
curity, enjoying perfect conditions under 
Jehovah God’s kingdom. Indeed, the words 
at Psalm 37:37 have taken on a special 
meaning for my family and myself: 
“Watch the blameless one and keep the 
upright one in sight, for the future of that 
mein will be peaceful.”

Jehovah’s people show to one another. 
This was further evidenced among the 
250,000 delegates at Yankee Stadium and 
the Polo Grounds in New York city.

SHARING IN KINGDOM EXPANSION
After we returned, a curious workmate 

asked why I would go to such expense and 
travel such a distance to attend one of 
my religious conventions. When I ex- 
plained the importance of such meetings 
and the pleasant association with so many 
clean-living, God-fearing people, he nat- 
urally had many more questions to ask 
about the Bible. I answered him, using, 
along with the Bible, various publications 
provided by the Watch Tower Society. He 
was so impressed with our home library 
that he wanted all these publications too, 
and a Bible study was started with him. 
It wasn’t long until he became our spiritual 
brother. About this same time my mother- 
in-law began to show interest, which 
eventually led to her also becoming a wit- 
ness of Jehovah.

In the twenty years that we have been 
Jehovah’s witnesses, we have seen a tre- 
mendous increase in Kingdom preachers. 
This has, in turn, led to the building of 
many new Kingdom Halls. We, as a family, 
have had a share in constructing at least 
four of these, plus two large mobile kitch- 
ens used at circuit assemblies around the 
Vancouver area. Since moving back to 
eastern Canada, our share in Kingdom in- 
terests has increased.

I need to work only part time on a sec- 
ular job now, and am pleased to have had 
the privilege of working on our new As- 
sembly Hall near Toronto. Also, last year 
I was invited to work at the Toronto 
Bethel for approximately four months, 
helping with a large extension to the fac- 
tory and the addition of a new Kingdom 
Hall. On all these various building projects,
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stay in the wilderness 
at Mount Sinai (19:1- 
40:38 ). During each 
of these three periods 
Jehovah truly makes 
h im self known—h is 
name, his purposes, 
his qualities—both by 
words and by deeds. 
All of this Moses ap- 

pears to have put down in writing by about 
1512 B.C.E.

-W HEN JEHOVAH GOD
MADE HIMSELF KNOWN

.T a wealth of information the 
book of Exodus contains! It re-w z

THE ISRAELITES IN EGYPT
The first two chapters tell of the experi- 

ences of Jacob’s descendants in Egypt. 
There they increase so rapidly that the 
Pharaohs make them slaves, but still they 
keep increasing. So Pharaoh decrees death 
for all male babies. Escaping such a fate is 
an infant whose mother places it in a chest 
and sets it afloat on the Nile. The princess 
of Egypt discovers the babe, adopts it and 
names it Moses, meaning “saved out of 
water.” Moses is reared in Pharaoh’s 
house. At the age of forty he takes the

cords the birth of one of the oldest nations 
on earth and relates how Israel was chosen, 
delivered from Egyptian bondage and 
brought into a covenant with Jehovah 
God. It contains the finest legislation ever 
given a people and tells of a great many 
amazing miracles taking place. Most im- 
portant of all, it reveals how the true God 
Jehovah, the Creator, made himself known 
as never before. Moreover, it is filled with 
prophetic types and shadows of better 
things to come.

All very well, some of our readers may 
say, but how can we be certain that Exodus 
is truly historical and that it was Moses 
who wrote it? For one thing, there are 
many, many references in the rest of the 
Bible that treat the events of Exodus as 
historical and that attribute the record 
of these things to Moses.* Further testify- 
ing to the authenticity of Exodus is its 
candor, for Moses spares neither himself 
nor his people. And there is also the tes- 
timony of ancient Jewish tradition, which 
treats the Pentateuch, of which Exodus is 
a part, as authentic and as having been 
written by Moses.

Chronologically, Exodus, which covers 
about 145 years of Israel’s history, may 
be viewed in three parts: the sojourn of 
the Israelites in Egypt (1:1-12:36); their 
march from Rameses in Egypt to Mount 
Sinai in Arabia (12:37-18:27); and their

* For details see Aid to Bible Understanding, pages 
547, 548.
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never done before: “You w ill certainly 
know that I am Jehovah.״*—Ex. 5:2; 
6:3, 7.

Continuing, the record tells of Moses 
performing several miracles before Pha- 
raoh, some of which his magicians appear 
to imitate. To make Pharaoh know Jeho- 
vah, Moses is empowered to perform fur- 
ther miracles that serve as plagues upon 
Egypt—plagues of turning water into 
blood, of frogs, of gnats, of flies, of disease 
upon their livestock and a plague of boils 
on man and beast. After the sixth plague 
Pharaoh is told: “For this cause I [Jeho- 
vah] have kept you in existence, for the 
sake of showing you my power and in 
order to have my name declared in all the 
earth.״ (Ex. 9:16) In line with that state- 
ment, Jehovah makes himself known fur- 
ther by sending a hailstorm accompanied 
with fire, by a devastating plague of locusts 
and by three days of a darkness so dense 
that it could be felt. Underscoring that 
Jehovah sent these plagues is Israel’s being 
untouched by them from the fourth plague 
onward. All of this and more is covered in 
chapters 7 through 10.

Then in anticipation of the tenth plague 
Jehovah commands a “passover” celebra- 
tion. The Israelites must take a lamb or 
a kid for each household on Nisan 10, kill 
it on Nisan 14, sprinkle its blood on the 
doorposts and lintels of their houses, roast 
it and eat it after sundown with bitter 
herbs and unleavened bread, while all the 
families remain within their houses. About 
midnight Jehovah’s angel goes through 
the land slaying all the firstborn of Egypt, 
from Pharaoh’s firstborn to that of the 
lowliest beast of burden.—Ex. 11:1-12:36.

FBOM KAMESES TO MOUNT SINAI
Jehovah’s making himself known in this 

way makes Pharaoh let the Israelites go. 
First they rendezvous at Raineses. But

• This expression occurs nine times in the book of 
Exodus alone.

side of his oppressed people by killing an 
Egyptian, and he is forced to flee to Midian. 
There he marries and lives as a shepherd 
for forty more years.

Then one day Moses notes a bush bum- 
ing but not being consumed, and out of 
the bush he hears Jehovah’s angel calling 
to him. He is told that where he is standing 
is holy ground, and he is apprised of his 
commission to return to Egypt and deliver 
his people from oppression. When Moses 
asks who he should say sent him, God 
replies by his angel: “Say to the sons of 
Israel, Ί  shall prove to be has sent me 
to you.’ ”—Ex. 3:14.

Moses asks for credentials to show that 
Jehovah actually appeared to him. So 
Jehovah empowers him to perform three 
miracles on the spot. The first of these 
is that of causing his staff to become a 
serpent and then revert to a staff, and 
the second is that of causing his hand to 
become leprous and then to be healed. 
These two miracles, together with that of 
changing water into blood, Jehovah com- 
mands Moses to perform in front of the 
elders of his people. But Moses is extremely 
diffident, and so Jehovah commissions his 
brother Aaron to be his spokesman.

Chapters five and six tell of Moses and 
Aaron appearing before Pharaoh and ask- 
ing permission for the Israelites to sacrifice 
to Jehovah in the wilderness. But Pharaoh 
contemptuously and defiantly asks: “Who 
is Jehovah, so that I should obey his voice 
to send Israel away?” Adding injury to 
insult, Pharaoh increases the burdens of 
the Israelite slaves. So Jehovah assures 
Moses that by means of His power He will 
bring Pharaoh around to let the Israelites 
go, and states further: “I used to appear 
to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as God Al- 
mighty, but as respects my name Jehovah 
I did not make myself known to them.” 
True, they had heard the name Jehovah 
itself, but now Jehovah was going to make 
a name for himself in a way that he had
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adultery, steal, nor bear false witness, and 
they were not to covet anything belonging 
to their fellowman.—Ex. 19:1-24:18.

For forty days Moses is up in the moun- 
tain receiving instructions as to Jehovah’s 
way of worship and regarding the con- 
struction of a portable temple or taber- 
nacle. (Ex. 25:1-31:18) The Israelites, 
wearying of his failure to return, make 
and worship a golden calf. Upon coming 
down from the mountain and seeing this, 
Moses becomes so incensed that he smashes 
the two tablets containing the Ten Words. 
After due punishment has been meted out 
upon the idolaters, Moses again ascends 
into the mountain and receives another 
set of two tablets.

At this time Moses is given a view of 
God’s glory and he hears a voice declaring: 
“Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger and abundant in 
loving-kindness and truth, . . . pardoning 
error and transgression and sin, but by 
no means will he give exemption from 
punishment.” With this pronouncement 
Jehovah was again helping Moses and his 
people to know their God better.—Ex. 
34:6, 7.

Upon Moses’ returning to the Israelites 
again, the work of building the tabernacle 
or tent of worship gets under way. By the 
end of the first year of their exodus from 
Egypt the Israelites have completed this 
tent and all the furnishings prescribed for 
it. After it is set up and fully equipped, 
Jehovah God again magnifies his name, 
by filling and covering the tabernacle with 
his glory.

Truly, the book of Exodus reports on 
the time when the Israelites, as well as 
their enemies, got to know Jehovah better 
than they had ever known him before, 
even as he promised. By our learning about 
these things, taking them to heart and 
acting upon them, we too can get to know 
better the true God Jehovah, and that to 
our everlasting benefit.

Pharaoh soon regrets his action and with 
his military might goes in hot pursuit to 
bring the Israelites back. To provide es- 
cape for the Israelites, who appear to be 
hemmed in, Jehovah makes himself known 
to them by opening a wide corridor in the 
Red Sea. Pharaoh and his army pursue 
the Israelites into the opened corridor. 
But after the Israelites are safely on the 
other side, Jehovah causes the sea to close 
in on Pharaoh and his army, drowning 
them all. What great rejoicing for the 
Israelites, but, for the Egyptians, what a 
way to get to know Jehovah!—Ex. 12:37- 
15:21.

From there on to Mount Sinai in Arabia 
the Israelites repeatedly get to know Jeho- 
vah better. He changes bitter water to 
sweet, provides meat in the form of a flock 
of quails and sends from the sky a tasty 
cereal-like substance that they call “man- 
na.”—Ex. 15:22-18:27.

AT THE FOOT OF MOUNT SINAI
In the third month after leaving Egypt 

the Israelites encamp at the foot of Mount 
Sinai. The remaining chapters of Exodus 
deal with events taking place during the 
next nine months. There, both by spoken 
word and by supernatural phenomena, 
they learn to know still more about their 
God Jehovah, particularly about his maj- 
esty, his awesomeness, his wisdom, justice, 
love and power.

There they enter into a covenant with 
Jehovah and he gives to them his laws, 
chief of which are the “Ten Words,” or 
the Decalogue. These have proved to be 
the basis for the laws of many civilized 
nations in modern times. The Israelites 
were to have no rival gods before Jehovah; 
they were not to worship any image or 
likeness; they were not to take Jehovah’s 
name in vain; they were to keep the sev- 
enth day of the week, the sabbath, sacred; 
they were to honor their parents; and they 
were commanded not to murder, commit
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'1And I will engage you to me in 
righteousness and in justice and in loving- 
kindness [loyal love] and in mercies. And l 
will engage you to me in faithfulness; and 

you will certainly know Jehovah 
-Hos. 2:19, 20, marginal reading.

W₪₪₪K₪₪BWBW₪₪₪₪e₪₪KMBB₪M₪₪₪₪3MBMOt

3 This restoration of an exiled people to 
their distant homeland after it had lain 
uninhabited for seventy years occurred in 
connection with the handling of a mar- 
riage problem that Jehovah had on his 
hands. Almost a thousand years earlier he 
had engaged himself in marriage to that 
exiled people, the ancient nation of Is- 
rael. The location of the marriage was the 
neighborhood of Mount Sinai at the lower 
western end of the Arabian Peninsula. The 
man that officiated between the marriage 
parties was the prophet Moses, who acted 
as medieftor between God and men. As the 
fundamental set of rules to govern the 
marriage relationship, God proclaimed the 
Ten Commandments, the first command- 
ment of which says: “I am Jehovah your 
God, who have brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of slaves. You 
must not have any other gods against m y  
face.’׳—Ex. 20:1-3.

4 By liberating the twelve tribes of Israel 
from unjust oppression and detention in 
ancient Egypt, Jehovah had really bought

HiN UNFAITHFUL wife, guilty of 
acts of adultery, has little rea- 

son to expect mercy from her legal hus- 
band. She has no solid reason to feel 
secure by depending upon her extra- 
marital lovers to provide for her all the 
time. After a lengthy period of sexual 
satisfaction, even passionate lovers can 
tire of such a whorish adulteress and 
seek other flesh. In such an event, 
where can she go? Loyalty to her mar- 
riage contract ought to lead her back 
to her legal husband. But will he show 
mercy and take his adulterous wife back? 
How often is it the case that such a thing 
occurs in this merciless world, in our 
twentieth century?

2 However, there is one who says to hu- 
mans: “The thoughts of you people are not 
my thoughts, nor are my ways your ways 
. . . For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so my ways are higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.” Who is that one of such supe- 
rior thinking and acting? It is the One 
who is heaven-high above us humans. This 
One, the speaker of the foregoing words, 
identifies himself as Jehovah, and he does 
so through his ancient prophet Isaiah the 
son of Amoz. (Isa. 55:8, 9; 1:1) Jehovah 
spoke those words when foretelling the 
restoration of his exiled covenant people 
from the pagan land of Babylon back to 
their God-given land in the Middle East. 
Contrary to all humem thought or reason- 
ing, this God of mercy brought about such 
a restoration in the year 537 B.C.E.

3. This restoration occurred in connection with the 
handling of what kind of problem, and how was Mount 
Sinai in Arabia tied in with this?
4. To whom did those liberated twelve tribes of Israel 
really belong, and into what relationship did they 
choose to enter, and how?
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1. In our twentieth century, what questions arise as 
to a husband's action toward a wife guilty of acts of 
adultery?
2. Whose thinking and acting are superior to those of 
us humans, and so what did He do for His covenant 
people in 537 B.C.E.?
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a split took place within the twelve-tribe 
kingdom of Israel. The adulterous course 
of the section called the ten-tribe kingdom 
of Israel was illustrated by the wife of the 
prophet Hosea, named Gomer.

 -Gomer turned out to be a “wife of for ״
nication.” She came to have “children of 
fornication.” (Hos. 1:1-3) This illustrated 
how the ten-tribe kingdom of Israel en- 
tered into political alliances with the idol- 
worshiping nations. The wifelike nation of 
Israel began depending upon such pagan 
nations instead of on its Husbandly Owner, 
Jehovah. The economic well-being that 
she was enjoying was now attributed to 
those worldly nations instead of to Jeho- 
vah. She took up worshiping the gods of 
those nations and flagrantly violated her 
marriage covenant with her Redeemer 
and Husbandly Owner, Jehovah. For this 
reason He had a legal case against this 
spiritually adulterous kingdom of Israel. 
According to the terms of the marriage
6, 7. (a) How did Jehovah come to have a legal case 
against the ten-tribe kingdom of Israel? (b) After whom 
did that kingdom of Israel unsuccessfully chase, and to 
whom would she want to return?

or redeemed this national “wife” for him- 
self. (Isa. 63:7-9) Rightly she belonged to 
him. So he, as Husbandly Owner, chose 
to bring this wifelike nation into a mar- 
riage contract with himself. Such contract 
was the solemn contract based on God’s 
code of laws and it is generally spoken of 
as the Mosaic Law covenant. In order to 
get blessings and security due to having 
God as their Heavenly Owner, the Israel- 
ites entered the marriage relationship. 
They promised loyalty to their marriage 
contract, the Mosaic Law covenant. They 
became the only covenant people of God 
on earth. So Jehovah said: “I myself had 
husbandly ownership of them.”—Jer. 31: 
31, 32.

B In the midst of an immoral world that 
had attached itself to Baal and many oth- 
er false gods, the nation of Israel found 
it very hard to hold true to its marriage 
covenant, its contract with Jehovah as 
God and Husbandly Owner. So the nation 
in general gave way to spiritual adultery 
toward Jehovah. (Jas. 4:4) In 997 B.C.E.
5. In an immoral world, to what did the nation of Israel 
find it hard to be true, and whose course was Hosea׳ s 
wife Gomer used to illustrate?
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surviving Jews be carried into exile in 
Babylonia, he did not abolish the Mosaic 
Law covenant by which twelve-tribe Is- 
rael had entered into marriage relation- 
ship with him as Heavenly Husband. The 
legal marriage relationship between Jeho- 
vah and all Israel was not blotted out un- 
til Jewish leaders had Jesus Christ put to 
death in 33 C.E.—Col. 2:14.

10 Although the ten-tribe kingdom of Is- 
rael sought help from worldly nations that 
had been her passionate lovers, Jehovah’s 
time for holding an accounting with Is- 
rael came mercilessly upon her. She could 
find none of her eagerly sought “lovers” 
capable of helping her. As if by an im- 
penetrable thornbush thicket, she was 
hedged off from procuring efficient help. 
The one-time lovers proved to be unable 
to get the needed aid to Israel, even though 
they wanted to do so. After three years 
of siege by the Assyrians, Israel’s capital 
city Samaria fell in 740 B.C.E. The sur- 
viving Israelites were deported to the land 
of their captors. That kingdom of ten Is- 
raelite tribes was never restored in its 
God-given land. Who, then, could benefit 
from Jehovah’s disciplinary action? Only 
individuals from among the deported ex- 
iles in Assyria. They would reflect on mat- 
ters. They would recall how good things 
had been when their forefathers served 
Jehovah as Heavenly Husband and God. 
Realizing now what was the better state 
of affairs, they would turn away from Baal 
worship and seek renewed covenant rela- 
tionship with Jehovah.

11 When was the opportunity offered for 
those Israelite exiles in Assyria to return 
unitedly to Jehovah’s worship at his ap- 
pointed place? First in 537 B.C.E., under 
a new world power. How so? Well, about 
the year 632 B.C.E., Assyria’s capital
10. How did the “passionate lovers'׳ of the kingdom of 
Israel fail her, but who could benefit from Jehovah's 
disciplinary action?
11, 12. When was the opportunity offered to the Israel- 
ite exiles in Assyria to return to Jehovah's worship at 
Jerusalem, and how did this come about?
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covenant, he had the legal right and obli- 
gation to take action against apostate Is- 
rael. Finally he did so. He said to her:

7“Therefore here I am hedging your 
way about with thorns; and I will heap up 
a stone wall against her, so that her own 
roadways she will not find. And she will 
actually chase after her passionate lovers, 
but she will not overtake them; and she 
will certainly look for them, but she will 
not find them. And she will have to say, 
‘I want to go and return to my husband, 
the first one, for I had it better at that 
time than now.’ But she herself did not 
recognize that it was I who had given to 
her the grain and the sweet wine and the 
oil, and that I had made silver itself abound 
for her, and gold, which they made use of 
for Baal [or, which they made into a Baal 
im age].”—Hos. 2:6-8, marginal reading.

8 According to those words, Jehovah pur- 
posed to discipline the people of the ten- 
tribe kingdom of Israel. Not that this 
would save the kingly rule of the nation, 
for Jehovah would not reverse what he 
said earlier in Hosea’s prophecy: “I must 
cause the royal rule of the house of Israel 
to cease. And it must occur in that day 
that I must break the bow of Israel in 
the low plain of Jezreel.”—Hos. 1:4, 5.

• Still, there were individual Israelites 
who could benefit from the disciplinary 
treatment given to the apostate nation. 
Take, for instance, those seven thousand 
Israelites that had not bent the knee to 
Baal. (1 Ki. 19:18; Rom. 11:1-5) Let us 
not overlook this fact: When Jehovah 
caused the kingdom of Israel to cease and 
let the surviving Israelites be deported to 
Assyria in 740 B.C.E., he did not cancel 
his marriage covenant with the whole na- 
tion of Israel. When, in 607 B.C.E., Jeho- 
vah let Jerusalem be destroyed and the
8. Thus, whom did Jehovah purpose to discipline, but 
without reversing what decision of his?
9. (a) Who could benefit from the disciplinary action 
against the kingdom of Israel? (b) At what event did 
the marriage covenant between Israel and Jehovah 
terminate ?
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become his wife after she has been de- 
filed; for that is something detestable be- 
fore Jehovah, and you must not lead the 
land that Jehovah your God is giving you 
as an inheritance into sin.”—Deut. 24:1-4.

14 In the prophet Jeremiah's day, Jeho- 
vah emphasized that law to the covenant- 
breaking Jews in the kingdom of Judah. 
Stressing the fact that he had grounds for 
a permanent divorce from Israel, Jeho- 
vah inspired Jeremiah to say: “There is a 
saying: ‘If a man should send away his 
wife and she should actually go away from 
him and become another man’s, should he 
return to her anymore?’ Has that land [of 
Judah] not positively been polluted? ‘And 
you yourself have committed prostitution 
with many companions; and should there 
be a returning to me?’ is the utterance of 
Jehovah.”—Jer. 3:1.

15 In the face of that, only Jehovah’s all- 
excelling mercy permitted his marriage 
covenant with all Israel to continue on for 
centuries after Jerusalem was destroyed 
in 607 B.C.E. But the breaking point came 
in 33 C.E., when the nation rejected the 
Messiah Jesus and had him slain outside 
Jerusalem’s walls. Then the nation was 
divorced from marriage relationship with 
Jehovah God. Does Jewish history since 
then prove that? Yes. Mercifully, though, 
Jehovah let individual Jews who believed 
in the Messiah Jesus renew their relation- 
ship with him in a new covenant, the cov- 
enant mediated by the Messiah Jesus.

16Today Christendom claims to be in 
that new covenant. Yet, despite her claim, 
despite the 1975 Holy Year of the Roman 
Catholic Church, despite other religious 
revivals, Christendom is doomed to de- 
struction during the impending “great 
tribulation” upon this ungodly world. Yet,
14. In Jeremiah 3:1, how did Jehovah say that he had 
grounds for a permanent divorce from Israel?
15. When and how did the break in marriage relation- 
ship come, and how was Jehovah's mercy expressed 
toward individual Jews?
16. Why does the remnant of spiritual Israelites escape 
destruction with Christendom, and who else avail them- 
selves of Jehovah's mercy?
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Nineveh fell to the Babylonians, and the 
Babylonian World Power gained the top- 
most position. So Assyria’s provinces with 
their Israelite exiles became provinces of 
the Babylonian Empire. About twenty-five 
years later Jehovah’s penal judgment was 
executed upon the now renegade kingdom 
of Judah. Thus, in 607 B.C.E., he let Je- 
rusalem and her temple of worship be 
destroyed. Thousands of surviving Jews 
were deported to Babylonia, to join the 
Israelite exiles in the erstwhile Assyrian 
provinces.

12In the seventieth year afterward, Je- 
hovah saw that sufficient discipline had 
been administered to his wayward wife- 
like organization on earth. In his mercy 
Jehovah had raised up the foretold Cyrus 
the Persian to overthrow Babylon in 539 
B.C.E. Shortly thereafter, in 537 B.C.E., 
Jehovah moved this Cyrus the Great to 
declare a release for repentant Israelites 
to return to their beloved homeland.

18Was that not an exceptional act of 
mercy on the part of the Heavenly Hus- 
band toward his covenant people, the 
twelve tribes of Israel? Yes; for according 
to the Mosaic Law covenant this was not 
to be expected. In the Law, we read: “In 
case a man takes a woman and does make 
her his possession as a wife, it must also 
occur that if she should find no favor in 
his eyes because he has found something 
indecent on her part, he must also write 
out a certificate of divorce for her and put 
it in her hand and dismiss her from his 
house. And she must go out of his house 
and go and become another man’s. If the 
latter man has come to hate her and has 
written out a certificate of divorce for her 
and put it in her hand and dismissed her 
from his house, or in case the latter man 
who took her as his wife should die, the 
first owner of her who dismissed her will 
not be allowed to take her back again to
13. Why, in the light of Deuteronomy 24:1-4, was this 
an exceptional mercy on God’s part toward his wifelike 
covenant people?
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all the days of the Baal images to which 
she kept making sacrificial smoke, when 
she kept decking herself with her ring and 
her ornament and kept going after her 
passionate lovers, and I was the one that 
she forgot,׳ is the utterance of Jehovah.” 
—Hos. 2 .־913:

19Let us note that Israel forgot Jeho- 
vah. What treatment did she deserve for 
this? According to his plain warnings in 
his marriage covenant with Israel, he was 
obliged to withdraw his material bless- 
ings because of infidelity to Him as Heav- 
enly Husband. He was not obliged to pro- 
vide for an adulteress, a nation that broke 
its covenant and turned to worshiping Baal 
images and having adulterous relations 
with worldly lovers. Jehovah could prop- 
erly lay bare to public gaze the nation’s 
moral unreliableness and looseness, so that 
even its worldly allies would turn against 
it in disdain.

20Jehovah would make it like a wild 
forest that offered no protection to anyone 
from wild beasts, no security. The nation 
could not claim exemption from being 
punished just because it had descended 
from the faithful patriarchs Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob (Israel) and the twelve tribal 
heads who were the sons of Jacob. Fleshly 
connections with such men will be of no 
power or merit for snatching the nation 
out of Jehovah’s hand when he executes 
adverse judgment.

21This did not mean that Jehovah did 
not remember and stick to the covenant 
that he had made with his friend Abra- 
ham away back in 1943 B.C.E. Jehovah 
swore by himself to that covenant and will 
never break it, but adulterous Israel did 
not prove worthy to have a part in the 
fulfillment of that covenant even though
19. According to the Law covenant, what were Jeho- 
vah’s obligations toward an adulterous nation?
20. How would Jehovah set the adulterous nation as a 
forest, and in what way could no man snatch her out 
of Jehovah's executional hand?
21. Despite its line of natural descent, what earlier 
covenant of Jehovah did Israel prove unfit to share in
fulfilling?

in his loving mercy, Jehovah has called 
forth a repentant remnant of spiritual Is- 
raelites out from Babylonish Christen- 
dom. In this way they escape destruction 
with her. (Rev. 18:4) But not just a rem- 
nant of spiritual Israelites has come out of 
her. A “great crowd” of other sheeplike 
persons has taken advantage of Jehovah’s 
expanded mercy since the year 1935 C.E. 
They have gotten out of all parts of Bab- 
ylon the Great and have joined the rem- 
nant in giving exclusive devotion to Jeho- 
vah.—Rev. 7:9-17; John 10:16.

PENALTIES FOE SPIRITUAL ADULTERY
17 Because of claiming to be in covenant 

relationship with the God of the Bible, 
Christendom’s religious organizations must 
suffer the penalties for prostituting them- 
selves by friendship with politicians and 
militarists. Let them remember that an- 
cient Israel was bound to suffer God’s 
curses as penalties for violating the Mo- 
saic Law covenant between itself and Je- 
hovah as Heavenly Husband of his wife- 
like organization. As a warning of this, 
Jehovah said further by Hosea:

1 8« ‘Therefore I shall turn back and cer- 
tainly take away my grain in its time and 
my sweet wine in its season, and I will 
snatch away my wool and my linen [or, 
flax] for covering her nakedness. And now 
I shall uncover her private parts to the 
eyes of her passionate lovers, and there 
will be no man to snatch her out of my 
hand. And I shall certainly cause all her 
exultation, her festival, her new moon and 
her sabbath and her every festal season to 
cease. And I will lay desolate her vine and 
her fig tree, of which she has said: “They 
are a gift to me, which my passionate 
lovers have given to me”; and I will set 
them as a forest, and the wild beast of the 
field will certainly devour them. And I 
will hold an accounting against her for
17, 18. (a) Why is Christendom obliged to suffer God's 
curses? (b) In a warning of this, what did Jehovah say 
in Hosea 2 ?־913:

THE WATCHTO WER«—  MARCH 15, 1976180



further: “ ‘Therefore here I am prevailing 
upon her, and I will cause her to go into 
the wilderness, and I will speak to her 
heart. And I will give her her vineyards 
from then onward, and the low plain of 
Achor as an entrance to hope; and she 
will certainly answer there as in the days 
of her youth and as in the day of her com- 
ing up out of the land of Egypt. And it 
must occur in that day,’ is the utterance 
of Jehovah, ‘that you will call me My hus- 
band [Hebrew: ishi], and you will no 
longer call me My owner [baali].’ ” (Hos. 
 Or, to quote Leeser’s translation (־2:1416
of verse sixteen: “And it shall happen at 
that day, saith the Lord, that thou shalt 
call me Ishi [my husband], and shalt not 
call me any more Ba'ali [my lord].”—Hos. 
2:18; Leeser; Rotherham.

24 While the Israelites were exiles in the 
land of Babylon, they were as in “the 
wilderness.” There Jehovah mercifully 
‘prevailed upon׳ the repentant remnant 
and ‘spoke to their heart.’ He did so by 
means of the loving discipline and by 
means of the prophets Ezekiel and Daniel. 
Jehovah had promised to give his wifelike 
disciplined organization “her vineyards 
from then onward.” This meant that he 
would take her out of the Babylonian 
“wilderness,” and restore her to the long- 
desolate land of Judah and Jerusalem.

25 When Jehovah spoke of “the low plain 
of Achor,” this is what it called to mind: 
After the invading Israelites destroyed the 
Canaanite city of Jericho, the greedy 
Achan was stoned to death, together with 
his family, because of his violating Jeho- 
vah’s command. Thus Achan caused trou- 
ble to Israel by his selfish disobedience 
in taking spoil. Appropriately the valley 
where Achan was stoned was called “the 
Low Plain of Achor,” the name Achor
24. How did Jehovah speak to his wifelike organization 
in “the wilderness,” and what did his giving her “her 
vineyards” mean?
25. Jehovah’s giving his wifelike organization “the low 
plain of Achor as an entrance to hope” meant what 
for her?

it had natural descent from Abraham. To 
Abraham their forefather, Jehovah said: 
“Prove yourself a blessing. And I will bless 
those who bless you, and him that calls 
down evil upon you I shall curse, and all 
the families of the ground will certainly 
bless themselves by means of you.” (Gen. 
12:2, 3) “I shall surely bless you and I 
shall surely multiply your seed like the 
stars of the heavens and like the grains of 
sand that are on the seashore; and your 
seed will take possession of the gate of his 
enemies. And by means of your seed all 
nations of the earth will certainly bless 
themselves.”—Gen. 22:17, 18.

22 The principal one of Abraham’s seed, 
namely, the Messiah, had not come by the 
time of Samaria’s destruction in 740 B.C.E. 
nor by the time of Jerusalem’s destruction 
in 607 B.C.E. And yet the Messianic De- 
scendant of Abraham had to come through 
his natural, fleshly line. True, Jehovah did 
let the enemies overturn the kingdom of 
Israel and the kingdom of Judah, but, still, 
he had to preserve the natural seed of 
Abraham. Why? Because out of that line 
the Messiah for blessing all nations of the 
earth had to come. (Matt. 1:1-3; Gal. 3: 
 -To that end Jehovah mercifully pre (־829
served a remnant of repentant Israelites 
clear through the seventy years of exile 
that followed the overturning of the king- 
dom of Judah at Jerusalem. He loyally 
held to his marriage covenant with the 
faithful remnant. Then he raised up the 
one who prefigured the Messiah, namely, 
Cyrus the conqueror of Babylon. Through 
this liberator Jehovah restored the rem- 
nant of the seed of Abraham to the land of 
Judah.

23So, to foretell this reconciliation of 
Himself with his wifelike covenant people, 
Jehovah inspired his prophet Hosea to say
22. In spite of letting the kingdoms of Israel and of 
Judah be overthrown, why did Jehovah preserve Abra- 
ham’s seed, and what did He do to a remnant thereof?
23. To foretell the coming reconciliation of himself with 
his wifelike covenant people, what did Jehovah say in 
Hosea 2:1416־?
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people of Jehovah turn back to the wor- 
ship of Baal or other forms of idol wor- 
ship. The reinstated remnant zealously re- 
stored the worship of Israel’s Heavenly 
Husband as their God in the land that he 
had given to them. They felt deep grati- 
tude and appreciation just as did their 
forefathers when these were delivered 
from Egypt and its military hosts. Israel’s 
Heavenly Husband seemed closer, more in- 
timate, to them. Spontaneously the wife- 
like organization addressed Jehovah in 
more intimate and affectionate terms. So 
the organization called him, spiritually 
speaking, “My husband,” rather than “My 
owner.” No longer did she want to feel 
just “owned,” as belonging to a slave- 
master. She wanted to feel like a helper 
to him, just as the first woman Eve was 
meant to be to her husband, Adam. (Gen. 
2:19-24) How beautiful all that was!

28 Beautiful, too, is the modern-day 
parallel of that in our twentieth century. 
What marvelous effects are produced even 
today by Jehovah’s mercy to which his 
loyalty to his spiritual marriage covenant 
moves him! Happy are those who now ex- 
perience his mercy!
28. What like that ancient display of divine mercy is 
just as beautiful today?

meaning “Trouble.” (Josh. 7:10-26) Ac- 
eordingly Jehovah’s promise to give his 
wifelike organization the “low plain of 
Achor as an entrance to hope” meant her 
being restored to her homeland where the 
low plain was located.

28 What, now, about the repentant rem- 
nant of Jehovah’s wifelike organization? 
Did they “answer” or respond apprecia- 
tively to His persuasive dealing and his 
speaking “to her heart”? Bible history re- 
plies, Yes! Away back in the days of her 
“youth” as the nation of Israel, she had 
‘answered’ or reacted in a heartfelt way. 
She accepted Jehovah’s invitation to be- 
come his wifelike organization by enter- 
ing into the Mosaic Law covenant with 
Him. Similarly to this, the repentant rem- 
nant in ancient Babylon responded in fa- 
vor of renewing the marriage ties between 
Israel and her Heavenly Husband, Jeho- 
vah. In proof of renewal of this marriage 
relationship, Jehovah used the typical 
Messiah, Cyrus the Great, and returned 
the faithful Israelite remnant to the land 
of Judah and Jerusalem.

22 Never again did the restored covenant
26. How did the wifelike organization in “the wilder· 
ness׳׳ respond to Jehovah, and how did He give proof 
of the renewal of the marriage relationship?
27. What course did the remnant now take toward Baal 
worship, and what did the wifelike organization evi- 
dence by calling Jehovah “My husband'׳ ?

RECONCILIATION THROOGH GOD'S MERCY
before Har-Ma

upon her, how ought she to view him, to 
feel toward him? There ought to be high 
esteem of him for his undeserved kindness. 
She has reason to draw closer to him than 
ever before. There is a basis for respecting 
him more highly and for her to make the

W HEN a wayward and es- 
tranged wife is mercifully 

taken back by her legal husband, what 
kind of attitude ought she to have toward 
him? And when, after he takes her back, 
he bestows all sorts of loving expressions
l . ’How can the results of Jehovah's reconciliation with 
the remnant of spiritual Israelites since 1919 C.E. be 
illustrated ?
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Bride, the Christian congregation. But now 
they began showing more appreciation for 
Messiah’s heavenly Father, Jehovah God. 
His relationship as Heavenly Husband to 
spiritual Israel had been left out of the 
picture, particularly since 1892 C.E. His 
new covenant was misunderstood!

4 “Who Will Honor Jehovah?” That was 
the title of the leading article published 
in the Watch Tower issue of January 1, 
1926. From then on, interest in the God 
of spiritual Israel intensified. Came the 
year 1934 and, with it, the publication in 
the columns of The Watchtower of a serial 
article entitled “His Covenants.” From 
April 1 through July 15, 1934, the eight 
parts of this article were served to Watch- 
tower readers. Strikingly this serial article 
recalled to the remnant of spiritual Israel 
that Jehovah’s new covenant as mediated 
by the Messiah Jesus applied to them.

5Shortly thereafter, on November 15, 
1934, the book entitled “Jehovah” came 
off the printing press of the Watch Tower 
Bible and Tract Society at Brooklyn, New 
York. Its chapters 4 through 11 repro- 
duced the article “His Covenants,” which 
had been published earlier in the year in 
The Watchtower. Yes, the remnant of spir- 
itual Israel was in the new covenant with 
Jehovah! Gradually thereafter the hus- 
bandly relationship of Jehovah to spiritual 
Israel kept claiming attention. In response 
to all the merciful treatment that he had 
given to the liberated, reconciled remnant 
of spiritual Israel the wifelike organiza- 
tion was moved to call him “My hus- 
band.” His organization, not Satan’s orga- 
nization, was the only rightful organization 
to which to belong. Exclusive devotion be- 
longed to Jehovah as the Universal Sov- 
ereign. This the remnant recognized.
5. (a) Later in 1934, what book was published repro- 
ducing the material of the article “His Covenants” ? 
(b) Jehovah’s mercy moved the recipients thereof to 
call him what with respect to his organization?

renewed marriage ties with him inviolate, 
unbreakable. Wifelike responses just like 
those did result from Jehovah’s reconcil- 
iation with his covenant people on earth. 
And now since the year 1919 C.E., the 
results have been the same with respect 
to the reconciled remnant of spiritual 
Israelites.

2 For a wife during ancient Bible times 
to call her marriage mate “My husband” 
instead of “My owner,” it certainly re- 
quired a change of attitude, a deepening 
of appreciation on her part. In Hebrew 
she would call him “Ishi” instead of 
“Ba’ali.” (Hos. 2:18, Leeser) In early times 
Sarah showed respect for the patriarch 
Abraham by calling him “My lord,” or, 
in Hebrew, A-do nV. She was his legal wife, 
and she honored Abraham as her husband. 
She did not consider herself his slave, a 
slave like her bought Egyptian servant 
girl Hagar, who had to be dismissed from 
Abraham’s household. (Gen. 18:12; 1 Pet. 
3:6) For Sarah’s devoted cooperation with 
her God-fearing husband, Jehovah re- 
warded her miraculously with her one and 
only son when she was ninety years old. 
(Gen. 21:1-7) Respect like that of Sarah 
toward Abraham was what the reconciled 
remnant of Israelites showed toward Je- 
hovah after he released them from Bab- 
ylon in 537 B.C.E. The remnant felt again 
like a real organizational wife to Jehovah. 
His mercy moved the remnant to call him 
Ishi, “My husband.”

3In the twentieth-century parallel of 
this, the repentant remnant of spiritual 
Israelites was released from Babylon the 
Great in 1919 C.E. Down till then, these 
spiritual Israelites had given overbalanced 
importance to the Messiah Jesus and his
2. The change from calling her husband “Ba’ali” to 
“Ishi” would indicate what regarding the wife, and 
how did this become true with respect to the Israelite 
remnant after 537 B.C.E.?
3, 4. (a) Since 1919 C.E., the remnant of spiritual Israel 
showed more appreciation for what relationship, and 
what covenant had they long misunderstood? (b) What 
article did The Watchtower publish in 1934?
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8Similar opposition to idolatry of all 
kinds was expressed by the Jewish rem- 
nant that accepted Jesus as the Messiah. 
That remnant was taken into the new cove- 
nant mediated by Jesus Christ. In modem  
times, opposition to worshiping anything 
idolatrous was demonstrated by the rem- 
nant of spiritual Israelites, whom Jehovah 
used his Messiah Jesus to release from 
Babylon the Great in 1919 C.E. They 
have striven to render exclusive devotion 
to Jehovah as their God, even to the extent 
of refusing to salute the flag of any nation. 
(Ex. 2 0 : 1 2  (Cor. 6:15 through 7:1 ־6; 
They just will not contaminate themselves 
with anything that looks like Baal wor- 
ship. They tolerate no rivalry of idolatrous 
gods against Jehovah. Thus they avoid 
sharing in the accounting that Jehovah 
will hold against Christendom. Says he: 
“I will hold an accounting against her for 
all the days of the Baal images to which 
she kept making sacrificial smoke, when 
she kept decking herself with her ring 
and her ornament and kept going after 
her passionate lovers, and I was the one 
that she forgot.”—Hos. 2:13, also vs. 8.

9 “Great tribulation” lies just ahead for 
Christendom, the modern-day antitype of 
the ten-tribe kingdom of Israel. (Matt. 
24:21, 22) God has an accounting against 
her and will do to her just as he did to 
Israel: “I must cause the royal rule of the 
house of Israel to cease. And it must oc- 
cur in that day that I must break the 
[battle] bow of Israel in the low plain of 
Jezreel.” (Hos. 1:4, 5) She shares in no 
reconciliation with God. What, though, 
about the repentant remnant that abol- 
ishes Baal worship? To them Jehovah’s 
words in Hosea 2:18 apply: “For them I 
shall certainly conclude a covenant in that
8. How did the Jewish remnant that accepted the Mes- 
siah show opposition to Baal worship, and how today 
does the remnant of spiritual Israel avoid sharing with 
Christendom in God’s accounting against her?
9. Like what ancient kingdom will God treat Chris- 
tendom in the “great tribulation,“ but, according to 
Hosea 2:18, what does He promise for the remnant that 
abolishes Baalism?
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SPIRITUAL PROSPERITY AND SECURITY
8The reconciled remnant’s devoted at- 

tachment to Jehovah the Heavenly Hus- 
band led to grand blessings. The further 
words of Jehovah through his prophet 
Hosea foretold this: “And I will remove 
the names of the Baal images from her 
mouth, and they [the recovered Israelites] 
will no longer remember them by their 
name. And for them I shall certainly con- 
elude a covenant in that day in connection 
with the wild beast of the field and with 
the flying creature of the heavens and the 
creeping thing of the ground, and the bow 
and the sword and war I shall break out 
of the land, and I will make them lie down 
in security. And I will engage you to me 
for time indefinite, and I will engage you 
to me in righteousness and in justice and 
in loving-kindness and in mercies. And I 
w ill engage you to me in faithfulness; and 
you will certainly know Jehovah.”—Hos. 
2:17-20.

7 If the restored remnant, after their re- 
turn from exile in Babylon, were to con- 
tinue calling Jehovah “My owner,”
it would remind them of their own sin 
or that of their forefathers in worshiping 
the Baal images. Jehovah’s dealings with 
the repentant remnant created in them a 
disgust for the Baals, and thus he removed 
the names of the Baal images from their 
mouths. They no longer chose to remember 
them by their foul names. Logically they 
chose not to call the Heavenly Husband 
of the Israelite nation by the designation 
“My Baal,” or Ba’ali. (Hos. 2:16, New 
English Bible; Jerusalem; Leeser) In keep- 
ing with that aversion to Baal, they never 
did return to the adoration of man-made, 
materialistic images.
6. The remnant’s devoted attachment to Jehovah as 
the Heavenly Husband resulted in what blessings, as 
detailed in Hosea 2:1720־?
7. Why did the restored remnant no longer choose to 
call the Heavenly Husband of Israel “Ba’ali,“ and to 
what worship did they never return?
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has fulfilled what he said regarding his 
reconciled remnant: “For them I shall 
certainly conclude a covenant in that day 
in connection with the wild beast of the 
field and with the flying creature of the 
heavens and the creeping thing of the 
ground,. . .  and I will make them lie down 
in security.” (Hos. 2:18) Since World 
War I of 19141918־ C.E., the world in 
general has gone more and more animal- 
istic, worse than wild beasts. But Jehovah 
has brought his reconciled remnant into a 
spiritual paradise of approved relationship 
with him. To assure himself of that fact, 
any doubter merely has to go to a King- 
dom Hall of Jehovah’s Christian witnesses 
and observe God’s spirit of peace there.

12 In sharp contrast with that paradise 
of spiritual prosperity and security is the 
religious earthly estate of Christendom, 
which claims to be in covenant relation- 
ship with Jehovah God. Upon her are 
being fulfilled his devastating words of 
Hosea 2:12: “I will set them as a forest, 
and the wild beast of the field will cer- 
tainly devour them.” Spiritually adul- 
terous Christendom has become like a 
wild forest that offers no sense of security, 
no protection from spiritual dangers or 
from beastlike nations that profess to be 
Christian. Her church members are left 
victims of the worldly wisdom that “is 
the earthly, animal, demonic.” (Jas. 3:15) 
They are devoured spiritually. For Chris- 
tendom Jehovah has given no covenant 
promise in connection with wild beasts 
and birds. He does not make her “lie down 
in security.”

A RENEWED MARRIAGE ENGAGEMENT 
ON LASTING GROUNDS

13 Jehovah, as Heavenly Husband of 
spiritual Israel, has shown extraordinary
12. How does the religious earthly estate of Christen- 
dom stand out in contrast with that of the reconciled 
remnant?
13. With a regard for what noble qualities did Jehovah 
say that he would engage his organizational “wife״* 
again to himself?

day in connection with the wild beast of 
the field and with the flying creature of 
the heavens and the creeping thing of the 
ground, and the bow and the sword and 
war I shall break out of the land, and I 
will make them lie down in security.” 
What a promise of security!

GOD’S COVENANT
IN CONNECTION WITH THE ANIMALS

10 About eight centuries after that prom- 
ise was given, a remnant of natural Israel 
accepted Jesus as the Messiah. They en- 
tered into the realization of that divine 
promise. They had been drawn from the 
twelve tribes of Israel, such as Judah, 
Benjamin, Levi and Asher. And yet no 
intertribal warfare broke out between 
those Israelite disciples of Jesus Christ. 
The same has been true of the remnant of 
spiritual Israelites whom Jehovah has 
liberated from Babylon the Great since 
1919 C.E. Even though this modem rem- 
nant has been drawn from people of all 
the nations, never has there been any 
international warfare among them in this 
war-mad world. (Matt. 28:19) For a fact, 
Jehovah has broken out of their “land” 
or spiritual estate on earth “the bow and 
the sword and war.” (Hos. 2:18) As mem- 
bers of spiritual Israel of whom Jehovah 
is the Heavenly Husband, they persist in 
keeping peace among themselves.—Mark 
9:50.

11 How has this been possible? It is be- 
cause they have changed their personalities 
to be like that of their Messianic Leader, 
the Prince of Peace. (Isa. 9:6, 7) By his 
holy spirit and his written Word, Jehovah 
has transformed their personalities and 
removed ferocious, harmful tendencies like 
those of wild animals of the earth. (Rom. 
12:1, 2) In a figurative sense Jehovah
10. How has it been true that Jehovah has broken 
the battle bow, sword and war out of the “land” of 
spiritual Israel since 1919 C.E., as well as in the first 
century?
11. How has it been possible for God to break the bow, 
sword and war out of the spiritual estate on earth of 
his covenant people?
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hovah now engages to himself, he says: 
“And you will certainly know Jehovah.” 
(Hos. 2:20) This meant their knowing 
him not only because of the merciful recon- 
ciliation that he has brought about but 
also because of what he purposed to do 
thereafter. The remnant's being made to 
know him as never before sharpened their 
discernment of him as the Source of all 
the blessings that descend upon them con- 
tinually. So let us take note of how Jeho- 
vah, as the Supplier of all our needs for 
living, lovingly and joyfully adds these 
poetic words:

w « ‘And it must occur in that day that 
I shall answer,’ is the utterance of Jeho- 
vah, Ί  shall answer the heavens, and they, 
for their part, will answer the earth; and 
the earth, for its part, will answer the 
grain and the sweet wine and the oil; 
and they, for their part, will answer Jez- 
reel [=God will sow seed]. And I shall 
certainly sow her like seed for me in the 
earth, and I will show mercy to her who 
was not shown mercy [Hebrew: to Lo- 
ruhamah], and I will say to those not my 
people [Hebrew: to Lo-ammi]: “You are 
my people”; and they, for their part, will 
say: “You are my God.” ’ ”—Hos. 2:21-23, 
and marginal reading; The New English 
Bible; Jerusalem.

11Let us consider how this connected 
chain of answers or responses works out: 
In ancient times, the reconciled remnant 
whom Jehovah sowed like seed in their 
homeland, the land of Judah, needed grain, 
sweet wine and oil. These good things 
of life have their direct source in the 
earth. In behalf of the needy remnant, 
the grain and sweet wine and oil request 
the earth to release its minerals to the 
grain stalks and to the vines bearing 
grapes and to the olive trees furnishing 
oil. For the sake of that the earth depends 
upon the heavens for rainfall to prevent
17. How does this chain of answers or responses work 
out, finally ending up with Jehovah the Creator?
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mercies to the remnant of spiritual Israel- 
ites. He continues to exhibit loyal love 
and faithfulness to that remnant. In such 
a noble spirit he said prophetically to his 
organizational “wife” of which the rem- 
nant is the representative: “And I will 
engage you to me for time indefinite, and 
I will engage you to me in righteousness 
and in justice and in loving-kindness [or, 
loyal love] and in mercies. And I will 
engage you to me in faithfulness; and you 
will certainly know Jehovah.”—Hos. 2:19, 
20, and marginal reading.

14Three times Jehovah says to the re- 
pentant remnant, “I will engage you to 
me.” This makes his statement very em- 
phatic. This shows his love to be so in- 
tense as to lead him to display divine 
mercies in an outstanding way. His re- 
newal of the marriage covenant relation- 
ship is not only merciful but also righteous 
and just. How so? It is because he re- 
news the engagement on the basis of the 
propitiatory sacrifice offered by the Mes- 
siah Jesus, a sacrifice that meets the re- 
quirements of justice. (1 John 1:7 through 
2:1) So the reinstatement of the remnant 
of spiritual Israelites in an approved re- 
lationship with Jehovah proves the real- 
ness of his faithfulness and loyal love. 
Also, when he engages the remnant to 
himself in righteousness, justice, loving- 
kindness, mercies and faithfulness, it does 
not turn out in vain. All loyal ones will 
respond in faithfulness and exclusive de- 
votion to such a merciful and loyal God, 
even to time indefinite, forever! This 
means clear through the coming “great 
tribulation” that winds up at Har- 
Magedon.—Rev. 16:14, 16.

16To the repentant remnant whom Je-
14. (a) What is indicated by the fact that three times 
Jehovah says, “I will engage you to me"? (b) How is 
Jehovah’s renewal of the marriage relationship with 
spiritual Israel not only merciful but also righteous 
and just, and not in vain?
15, 16. (a) The knowing of Jehovah on the part of the 
reconciled remnant is because of what factors? (b) In 
Hosea 2:21-23, what does Jehovah say to show that He 
is the Supplier of all our needs for living?
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paradise of the remnant of spiritual Is- 
raelites, as the words of Ezekiel 36:35, 36 
foretold: “People will certainly say: ‘That 
land yonder which was laid desolate has 
become like the garden of Eden, . .  .’ And 
the nations that will be left remaining 
round about you will have to know that 
I myself, Jehovah, have built the things 
torn down, I have planted what has been 
laid desolate.’׳ So a “great crowd” of hon- 
est observers have stepped over into the 
spiritual paradise to enjoy its spiritual 
abundance, peace and security along with 
the reconciled remnant.

21In this spiritually beneficial way Je- 
hovah shows mercy to the remnant that 
had been deprived of his mercy while they 
were exiles in Babylon the Great during 
World War I. To those who were no people 
of His, Jehovah now says: “You are my 
people.” In heartfelt response the remnant 
says: “You are my God.” (Hos. 2:23) 
The “great crowd” of sheeplike compan- 
ions who are also now residing in the 
spiritual paradise join the remnant in 
making public declaration that Jehovah 
is their God. (Rev. 7 :9 1 7  (John 10:16 ;־
All of this takes place in the restored 
earthly estate in which Jehovah has sown 
the remnant of spiritual Israelites like 
seed, in order to carry out the meaning 
of the name Jezreel, “God will sow seed.”

A TRUE-LIFE ILLUSTRATION’
OF GOD’S MERCY

22 With a heartwarming display of mercy 
Jehovah succeeds in resolving his mar- 
riage problem with his covenant people. 
To illustrate this vividly, Jehovah had his 
prophet Hosea enact a true-life drama. 
In chapter three of his prophecy, Hosea 
tells us about it, saying:

23 “And Jehovah went on to say to me:
21. (a) Whom does Jehovah thus declare to be his peo- 
pie, and who join in making public declaration that He 
is their God? (b) How does Jehovah fulfill the meaning 
of the name Jezreel here?
22, 23. According to chapter three of Hosea, what was 
he instructed to do, and for what purpose?
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the growing plants from drying up due 
to drought. So now the earth appeals to 
the heavens for their rainfall in due season. 
The heavens do not shut themselves up 
but respond to the request of the earth. 
But what can the heavens do of them- 
selves? They depend upon the Creator for 
him to produce rain clouds able to drop 
down moisture upon the earth. He is the 
great Rainmaker.—Jer. 10:12, 13.

18 So, finally, the heavens request Je- 
hovah to form the rain clouds and to 
empty these of their water content. In 
behalf of his reconciled wifelike people 
now on the soil of their homeland, Jehovah 
answers the heavens. At once the whole 
cycle of operations starts off and results 
in grain, sweet wine and oil for His people. 
Thus these products of the earth give 
their answer to Jezreel, the remnant 
whom Jehovah sows on their homeland.

19In this way Jehovah’s restored rem- 
nant gets to know that all the beneficial 
operations in their natural environment 
are by His arrangement. They are not due 
to an imagined Baal or to some Baals 
who are annually worshiped by idolatrous 
devotees with shameful, disgusting fer- 
tility rites. So now the remnant, enlight- 
ened with accurate knowledge, offered ex- 
elusive devotion to the true God.

20 And now how about the restored rem- 
nant of spiritual Israelites of today? They 
too have come to recognize that the God 
who liberated them from Babylon the 
Great is responsible for the spiritual para- 
dise of plenty, peace and security into 
which he has brought them since 1919 C.E. 
Hundreds of thousands of God-fearing 
people have taken note of this spiritual
18. So what principal answer or response starts off the 
whole cycle of operations that end up with an answer 
to Jezreel?
19. Thus the restored remnant get to know Jehovah In 
what respect, so as to give no further credit to Baalism?
20. (a) Whom today does the remnant of spiritual 
Israel know to be the One responsible for their spiri- 
tual paradise? (b) How has a “great crowd’׳ of others 
stepped over into the spiritual paradise to enjoy it with 
the remnant?
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Christ, to whom He gave ‘the nations as 
his inheritance and the uttermost parts 
of the earth as his possession.’—Ps. 2:8, 9.

25After Hosea lovingly took his legal 
wife Gomer back, he disciplined her with 
sexual restrictions, including, apparently, 
his own holding back from husbandly at- 
tentions. So, too, the exiled Israelites were 
disciplined, not being allowed to have Is- 
raelite kings or royal princes or idolatrous 
priests or other paraphernalia of idolatrous 
worship. (Hos. 13:11) Lovingly, in 537 
B.C.E., Jehovah took back his disciplined, 
repentant remnant that turned back to 
him from apostate religion. These began 
looking and waiting for their Messianic 
Liberator from Gentile control. This Mes- 
siah was the King who was to come in the 
royal line of David. (Dan. 9:24-27) In 
God’s due time he did come. In 33 C.E. Je- 
hovah glorified the Messiah Jesus as King 
in heaven. A remnant of believing Israel- 
ites followed him as their heavenly Mes- 
sianic King. (Col. 1:13) These obtained 
Jehovah’s mercy.—Rom. 9:24-26; 1 Pet. 
2:9, 10.

28 The unbelieving nation of Israel be- 
came as Lo-ruhamah (Unpitied One). Un- 
repentant Jerusalem was destroyed by the 
Romans in 70 C.E., and Jewish survivors 
were scattered world wide.—Matt. 24:15- 
22; Luke 21:20-24.

27Nineteen centuries have now passed. 
Since 1914 C.E. this unmerciful world, 
including Christendom, has been in its 
“time of the end.” (Dan. 12:4) After 
World War I a repentant remnant of true 
spiritual Israelites who were in the new 
covenant began looking for Jehovah their 
God. Trembling, quivering, they came to
25. (a) As illustrated by Hosea, how did Jehovah disci- 
pline his covenant people in ancient times? (b) How 
was “David their king” looked for, and to which lookers 
was Jehovah’s mercy shown?
26. Back there, who proved to be Lo־ruhamah (Unpitied 
One)?
27. (a) In this “time of the end,” how have the remnant 
come quivering to Jehovah, and, after finding “David 
their king,” what have they been doing? (b) This has 
resulted in Jehovah’s mercy being extended to whom 
else?

 Go once again, love a woman loved by a־
companion and committing adultery, as 
in the case of Jehovah’s love for the sons 
of Israel while they are turning to other 
gods and are loving [the associated] 
raisin cakes.’ And I proceeded to purchase 
her for myself for fifteen silver pieces and 
a homer measure of barley and a half- 
homer of barley. Then I said to her: ‘For 
many days you will dwell as mine. You 
must not commit fornication, and you 
must not come to belong to another man; 
and I also will be for you.’ It is because 
for many days the sons of Israel will dwell 
without a king and without a prince and 
without a sacrifice and without a pillar 
and without an ephod and teraphim. 
Afterwards the sons of Israel will come 
back and certainly look for Jehovah their 
God, and for David their king; and they 
will certainly come quivering to Jehovah 
and to his goodness in the final part of the 
days.”—Hos. 3:1-5.

24In the prophetic drama that Hosea 
obediently enacted, he pictured Jehovah. 
Hosea bought back his legal wife Gomer 
from the unnamed man with whom she 
had been living adulterously and to whom 
she had become a slave. In order to re- 
purchase her, Hosea paid the equivalent 
of thirty silver shekels, the price of a 
slave. (Ex. 21:32) True to this picture, 
in 537 B.C.E. Jehovah repurchased the 
enslaved exiled Israelites in the land of 
Babylon. The redemption price he gave 
to Babylon’s conqueror, the Persian Cyrus 
the Great, as indicated in Isaiah 43:14. 
(Isa. 44:26 through 45:4) Similarly, in 
1919 C.E., Jehovah as Heavenly Husband 
repurchased the remnant of spiritual Israel 
from enslavement in Babylon the Great 
and her worldly political associates. Mer- 
cifully Jehovah released the remnant by 
means of his Greater Cyrus, namely, Jesus
24. (a) Whom did Hosea then purchase, from whom 
and for how much? (b) How did Jehovah fulfill this 
prophetic drama in 537 B.C.E. and in 1919 C.E.?
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Greater David, particularly since 1935.
28 Already, down till now, Jehovah’s 

mercy has been great and marvelous 
toward his reconciled remnant and the 
“great crowd” of Messiah’s sheeplike sub- 
jects. But his mercy will reach its great- 
est brilliance when he spares the remnant 
and the “great crowd” through the global 
“great tribulation” clear to its end at 
Har-Magedon. As objects of his unparal- 
leled mercy on display before all the uni- 
verse, he will bring them into his post- 
Har-Magedon New Order! “Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of tender mercies and the God 
of all comfort.”—2 Cor. 1:3.
28. When will Jehovah's mercy, already in operation to- 
ward the remnant and “great crowd," reach its greatest 
brilliance? And how?

him for an approved covenant relationship 
with Him. (Ps. 50:5) They found “David 
their king,” namely, the now enthroned 
Jesus Christ, reigning as the empowered 
King in the heavens since the end of the 
Gentile Times in 1914. With holy en- 
thusiasm they took up the fulfilling of his 
timely prophecy in Matthew 24:14. So, 
what have they been doing ever since? 
This: Preaching “this good news of the 
kingdom” earth wide “for a witness to 
all the nations” before the outbreak of 
the “great tribulation” that reaches its 
grand finale at Har-Magedon. This has 
resulted in God’s mercy being extended 
to a “great crowd” of sheeplike persons 
who are also seeking the one true God, 
Jehovah, and his Messianic King, the

o f c u l t i v a t e d  land  
and a little grass, on 
which flocks may be 
seen grazing in the  
spring. The words of 
the Hebrew prophet 
Zephaniah concerning 
Nineveh have been ful- 
filled: “In the midst of her, droves will 
certainly lie stretched out. . . . This is the 
exultant city that was sitting in security, 
that was saying in her heart, ‘I am, and 
there is nobody else.’ O how she has be- 
come an object of astonishment.”—Zeph. 
2:14, 15.

Little did such haughty Assyrian mon- 
archs as Sennacherib, Esar-haddon and

Hi S CAPITAL of 
C^rL  th e  v a s t  and  
ruthless Assyrian Em- 
pire, Nineveh was hated 
among the subjugated 
peoples. They longed 
for the day when the 
p ow e r  o f  N in e v e h  

would be shattered, never again to impose 
its oppressive yoke on others.

Today two mounds, Quyunjiq and Nebi 
Yunus, on the east bank of the Tigris Riv- 
er mark the site of what was once mighty 
Nineveh. A modem village occupies Nebi 
Yunus, standing, as it were, atop the 
grave of ancient Nineveh. On the larger 
mound, Quyunjiq, there are a few strips
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the cruel treatment the Assyrians meted 
out to captives of war. Often captives were 
led by cords attached to hooks that pierced 
the nose or the lips. Many were blinded 
or had their noses, ears and fingers cut 
off. Some were burned or skinned alive. 
Others were impaled atop pointed stakes.

The Assyrian monarchs shamelessly 
boasted about wars and sadistic tortures. 
Of his campaign against the Philistine city 
of Ekron, Sennacherib said: “I assaulted 
Ekron and killed the officials and patri- 
cians who had committed the crime [of 
handing their King Padi, Sennacherib’s 
loyal vassal, over to Judean King Heze- 
kiah] and hung their bodies on poles sur- 
rounding the city.” Esar-haddon, after de- 
feating the two allied kings Sanduarri and 
Abdimilkutte, boasted: “I hung the heads 
of Sanduarri and of Abdimilkutte around 
the neck of their nobles/chief-officials to 
demonstrate to the population the power 
of Ashur, my lord, and paraded (thus) 
through the wide main street of Nineveh.” 
Regarding what his forces did during a 
campaign against Egypt, Ashurbanipal 
stated: “They did not spare anybody 
among (them ). They hung their corpses 
from stakes, flayed their skins and covered 
(with them) the wall of the tow n(s).”

Another decorative relief shows that, 
even when the Assyrian king reveled in 
food and drink as he reclined on a comfort- 
able couch set up amidst the trees and 
vines of his pleasant garden, warfare was 
not necessarily forgotten. Not far from the 
king’s couch there might be a table on 
which his bow, sword and quiver were de- 
posited. And a grim trophy of war, per- 
haps the head of a defeated king, might 
be hanging from the limb of a nearby tree.

The cruel manner in which the Assyr- 
ians dealt with those who put up stiff resis- 
tance was doubtless designed to frighten 
others. Not wanting to become victims of

IN THE NEXT ISSUE

■ When Hunger Will Be
No More.

■ The Worship of Jehovah
Is the Truth.

■ There Is Still Time to
‘Turn to Jehovah/

Ashurbanipal think that mighty Nineveh 
would come to nothing. When consider- 
ing what archaeological excavations have 
brought to light about that city, we, too, 
cannot help but be amazed that Nineveh 
is no more.

In its heyday, Nineveh was imposing 
and impressive. Its massive seven-and-a- 
half-mile-long wall towered to a height of 
perhaps a hundred feet. In certain places, 
the wall was as much as 148 feet thick. 
Fifteen great gates provided access to the 
city. A city with such tremendous forti- 
fications would not have been easy to 
conquer.

During Sennacherib’s reign, his palace 
must have been one of the most magnifi- 
cent structures in Nineveh. Measuring 
some 600 by 630 feet, that palace con- 
tained at least eighty rooms. Many of these 
rooms were lavishly decorated with scenes 
of battles, sieges, victories, hunting ex- 
ploits and religious ceremonies. These rep- 
resentations were sculptured in alabaster 
and then painted in vivid colors. Under 
each scene appeared an inscription about 
the event portrayed. The engraved char- 
acters were filled in with copper.

“CITY OF BLOODSHED”
The reliefs show that Nineveh was, as 

the Hebrew prophet Nahum stated, a “city 
of bloodshed.” (Nah. 3:1) They illustrate
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to depose him as king. (2 Ki. 16 :5 9  While (־
Tiglath-pileser did destroy the power of 
Syria and Israel, whatever relief this 
brought to Ahaz was but temporary. Of 
the final result to Ahaz, the Bible reports: 
“Tilgath-pilneser, king of Assyria, did in- 
deed come to him, but to oppress him rath- 
er than to help him. Though Ahaz plun- 
dered the Lord’s  house and the houses of 
the king and the princes to make payment 
to the king of Assyria, it availed him noth- 
ing.” (2 Chron. 28:20, 21, New American 
Bible) So instead of real relief, Ahaz only 
brought himself and his people under the 
oppressive Assyrian yoke.

Reckoned on the basis of Bible chro־ 
nology, Nineveh’s “bloodshed” and “prosti- 
tution” came to an end in 632 B.C.E. At 
that time the city fell into the hands of 
the combined forces of Nabopolassar the 
king of Babylon and Cyaxares the Mede. 
As indicated by fire and smoke damage 
of the reliefs found at Nineveh, the con- 
querors must have burned the city. Re־ 
garding Nineveh, the Babylonian Chroni- 
cles state: “The great spoil of the city  
and temple they carried off and [turned] 
the city into a ruin-mound.”

In a powerful manner, the destruction 
of Nineveh vindicated the prophetic “word 
of God.” That destruction also demonstrat- 
ed the truth that disregard for God’s ways, 
including the pursuit of blood-spilling mili- 
tarism and deceptive alliances, cannot sue- 
ceed indefinitely. This is something to 
which we should give serious consider- 
ation. Surely we do not want to come to 
disappointment by supporting or allying 
ourselves with ways and systems that are 
divinely disapproved. Hence, we should 
make sure of what God’s Word, the Bible, 
teaches and put our full trust in His prom- 
ised Kingdom government.

Assyrian cruelty, many cities simply ca- 
pitulated. Thus, without having to carry on 
an involved siege, the Assyrians gained 
their objective—a large tribute from those 
who willingly submitted to their yoke.

*ENSNARING NATIONS B Y  PROSTITUTION*
Other nations were drawn into alliances 

with Assyria, hoping thereby to maintain 
a measure of independence. The prophet 
Nahum evidently refers to this when 
speaking of Nineveh as “ensnaring nations 
by her acts of prostitution.”—Nah. 3:4.

This can be best understood against the 
background of what the Bible says about 
the actions of a prostitute. The book of 
Proverbs describes the encounter of a 
young man with a prostitute as follows:

“The woman comes to meet him, dressed 
like a harlot, wrapped in a veil. She is loud 
and brazen; her feet cannot rest at home. 
Now in the street, now in the square, she is 
on the look-out at every comer. She catches 
hold of him, she kisses him, the bold-faced 
creature says to him, Ί had to offer sacri- 
flees: I discharged my vows today, that is 
why I came out to meet you, to look for you, 
and now I have found you. I have made my 
bed gay with quilts, spread the best Egyp- 
tian sheets, I have sprinkled my bed with 
myrrh, with aloes and with cinnamon. Come, 
let us drink deep of love until the morning, 
and abandon ourselves to delight. . . . With 
her persistent coaxing she entices him, draws 
him on with her seductive patter. Bemused, 
he follows her like an ox being led to the 
slaughter.”—Prov. 7:10-22, Jerusalem Bible.
Like such a prostitute, Nineveh deceived 

nations with empty promises of help and 
benefits. Her offers of friendship were en- 
ticing but treacherous. Those getting in- 
volved with her lost their liberty and came 
into slavery. This is well illustrated in 
the case of Judean King Ahaz. He paid 
Assyrian King Tiglath-pileser (Tilgath- 
pilneser) III to come to his help in coun- 
teracting a conspiracy of Syria and Israel
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•  What did Amos mean when he referred to 
himself as “a nipper of figs of sycamore 
trees״?

Told by idolatrous priest Amaziah not to 
prophesy at Bethel, Amos answered: “I was 
not a prophet, neither was I the son of a 
prophet; but I was a herdsman and a nipper 
of figs of sycamore trees.” (Amos 7:1214־) 
This kind of sycamore is evidently the fig־ 
mulberry tree. In parts of the Middle East, 
even to the present day people pierce the pre־ 
mature fruit of this tree with a nail or some 
other sharp object. If this is not done, the 
fruit secretes a watery juice and does not ripen. 
Amos evidently pierced the fruit of the fig־ 
mulberry and, therefore, spoke of himself as 
“a nipper of figs of sycamore trees.”

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS 
April 25: Loyalty to Marriage Covenant Moves 

God to Mercy. Page 176. Songs to Be Used: 
48, 61.

May 2: Reconciliation Through God's Mercy 
Before Har-Magedon. Page 182. Songs to 
Be Used: 77, 25.

•  How much food was left over after Jesus
miraculously fed thousands?

On two occasions Jesus Christ miraculously 
fed thousands of persons. Once, with but five 
loaves and two fishes, he provided enough food 
for five thousand men, besides women and 
children. After everyone was satisfied, twelve 
baskets were filled with fragments. (Matt. 14: 
 ”The original Greek term for ”basket (־1921
appearing in this account is also applied to the 
Boeotian measure of about two gallons. So 
the twelve baskets of fragments may have 
amounted to approximately two and a half 
bushels. In connection with the later feeding of 
a crowd of more than four thousand with seven 
loaves and a few fishes, there was a surplus 
of seven ”provision baskets” full. (Matt. 15: 
 This type of basket was larger, at times (־3437
big enough to hold a man.—Acts 9:25.
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