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A watchtower enables a person to see far 
into the distance and announce to others 
what is coming. Can a magazine serve 
similarly in our day? Yes, from its first 
issue (July 1879) onward, The Watchtower, 
published by Jehovah's witnesses, has done 
just that.

How can it benefit you? Consider: Do you 
long for a better world, one of true justice 
and free from sorrow, hatred and war? Do 
you want to live at a time when genuine 
peace and love prevail among people of all 
races? Then this magazine can aid you. Using 
God's Word, the Bible, as its authority, it 
points out the clear evidence that the present 
wicked system of things will soon end, 
destroyed by God. But it also announces 
the coming in of a righteous new order. 
There, under the rule of God's kingdom, his 
heavenly government, people will enjoy life 
forever in true peace, health and happiness 
on a paradise earth.

Faithfulness to the Word of God lifts 
The Watchtower above the contradicting 
religious teachings and philosophies of men. 
It stays strictly neutral as regards political 
affairs. It wholeheartedly upholds the high- 
est moral standard—that of man's Maker, 
Jehovah God. From this source, it shows 
solutions to the problems of daily life.

We know that many sincere persons would 
appreciate a discussion of these things in 
their own home with a qualified person. 
One of Jehovah’s witnesses will be glad to 
call on you free of charge. To arrange for 
this, simply write the publishers of this 
magazine or contact Jehovah’s witnesses 
locally.

PUBLISHED BY
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firms this. That Law protected the poor 
and was designed to prevent any Israelite 
from plunging into hopeless poverty.

With the exception of the Levites, who 
received a tenth of the produce of the land 
for their service at the sanctuary, all Is- 
raelite families were granted a land in- 
heritance and, therefore, had a means of 
supporting themselves. Even if a man suf- 
fered adversity or perhaps squandered his 
resources, plunging his family into pov- 
erty, the land inheritance could not be lost 
for all time. The Law stipulated that only 
the use of the land (with its produce) 
could be sold, and that for just the num- 
ber of years remaining until the Jubilee 
year. The Jubilee year came every fifty 
years and was marked by the return of 
all landholdings to the original owner or 
his heirs. (Lev. 25:13, 23-27) During the 
years that poor Israelites had no land in- 
heritance, they did not have to beg for 
life’s necessities nor in other ways degrade 
themselves to procure what they needed. 
They had the legal right to glean in the 
harvested fields, orchards and vineyards. 
—Lev. 19:9, 10; 23:22; Deut. 24:19-21.

THE earth has the potential for pro- 
viding delightful living conditions 

and a wholesome, well-balanced diet for 
every man, woman and child alive today. 
Yet millions of people have never known 
what it means to have enough food and 
a comfortable home. Many live in shacks 
that provide only limited shelter from cold 
and rain. Whole families may be squeezed 
into one small room in some dilapidated 
apartment building. Is there any hope that 
such conditions will change?

Man’s Maker, Jehovah God, has in mind 
putting an end to all the corrupt systems 
existing in the earth, replacing them with 
a righteous new order. “There are new 
heavens and a new earth that we are await- 
ing according to his promise, and in these 
righteousness is to dwell.” (2 Pet. 3:13) 
This promise is a guarantee that a world 
free from want will become a reality. Were 
even just a few people to continue suffer- 
ing from want, the new governmental 
“heavens” and the “new earth” composed 
of loyal subjects would be marred by un- 
righteousness. But this will not be. The 
“new heavens” and the “new earth” will 
be completely righteous.

Because of God’s view of the poor and 
afflicted, we can look forward with con- 
fidence to a world free from want. The 
Scriptures speak of Jehovah as a “father 
of fatherless boys and a judge of widows.” 
(Ps. 68:5) His law to ancient Israel con­
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The fact that Jehovah God has not taken 
action against the ungodly world as yet is 
actually of benefit to humankind. Calling 
attention to this, the apostle Peter wrote: 
“Jehovah is not slow respecting his prom- 
ise, as some people consider slowness, but 
he is patient with you because he does 
not desire any to be destroyed but desires 
all to attain to repentance.”—2 Pet. 3:9.

God’s patience has enabled people to 
demonstrate whether they really want life 
in a righteous new system where hardship 
from want will be a thing of the past. Re- 
gardless of what their economic circum- 
stances may be, they can show where they 
stand in this matter. If they really want 
to live in a righteous new order, they need 
to learn what God expects of those whom 
he approves, repent over their past vio- 
lations of his requirements and conform 
their ways to his will as loyal disciples of 
Jesus Christ.

But what of the many millions now 
dead? Though they may have suffered in- 
justices and oppression, they did not ex- 
perience permanent hurt. Why not? Be- 
cause Jehovah God can and will see to it 
that the dead are brought back to life and 
have set before them the prospect of ever- 
lasting life. (Acts 24:15) In the case of 
those resurrected ones, what will a few 
years of suffering amount to when com- 
pared with everlasting life free from pain? 
Nothing really. They will feel as did the 
Christian apostle Paul: “The tribulation is 
momentary and light.”—2 Cor. 4:17.

Freedom from want will indeed become 
a reality in God’s new order. Have you 
taken steps to show that you desire to ex- 
perience that freedom? Are you presently 
studying the Bible and seeking to apply it 
in your daily life? If so, you may be among 
those to witness the approaching time 
when all persons will rejoice in having 
freedom from want.

God’s purpose to bring freedom from 
want to the poor is revealed in what was 
spoken prophetically regarding the rule of 
King Solomon. At Psalm 72:12-14 we read: 
“He will deliver the poor one crying for 
help, also the afflicted one and whoever has 
no helper. He will feel sorry for the lowly 
one and the poor one, and the souls of the 
poor ones he will save. From oppression 
and from violence he will redeem their 
soul.”

This loving attitude toward the afflicted 
will characterize the rule of the new gov- 
ernmental heavens over mankind. How do 
we know this? Because the principal ruler 
of that new order is one greater than Solo- 
mon, namely, Jesus Christ, the “King of 
kings and Lord of lords.”—Rev. 19:16; 
Luke 11:31.

But someone may ask, ,Why, after so 
many centuries have passed, do we not see 
Jesus Christ bringing relief to the poor?’ 
The Bible reveals that this will take place 
at a time determined upon by Jehovah 
God. While on earth, even Jesus Christ did 
not know exactly when the present system 
of things would be destroyed and replaced 
by the righteous new order. (Mark 13:32) 
However, he did point out that relief from 
the present troubles would be experienced 
by a particular generation—a generation 
that would first witness great wars, earth- 
quakes, pestilences, famines and unprece- 
dented fears about world developments. 
(Luke 21:10, 11, 25, 26, 31, 32) Are these 
not things that we have seen in this cen- 
tury? So, then, we may be sure that a righ- 
teous new order is at hand.

“ He will deliver the poor one crying 
for help, also the afflicted one and 
whoever has no helper. He will feel 
sorry for the lowly one and the poor 
one, and the souls of the poor ones 

he will save.”— Ps. 72:12, 13,
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so rro w  m ake h is  
days gloomy. Robbed 
of contentment, he is 
blinded to the bless- 
ings that may sur- 
round him. On the 
other hand, the per- 
son who may have 
little, but who does 
not permit unpleas- 
an tn ess to  get the  
better of his feelings, 
exp erien ces an in- 
ward joy from day to 
day. His positive out- 
look enables him to 
be cheerful, as if en- 

joying a continual feast. This was the situ- 
ation with the apostle Paul, who spoke of 
himself and his fellow workers “as sor- 
rowing but ever rejoicing.”—2 Cor. 6:10.

But how can a person gain the kind of 
contentment that will make his life as if 
it were a continual festival?

A basic factor is one’s recognizing that 
happiness is not primarily dependent upon 
material prosperity. A loving, peaceful at- 
mosphere in a home contributes to far 
greater happiness than can the finest of 
foods or material appliances. Various Bible 
proverbs emphasize this. We read: “Bet- 
ter is a dish of vegetables where there is 
love than a manger-fed bull and hatred 
along with it.” (Prov. 15:17) “Better is a 
little with righteousness than an abun- 
dance of products without justice.” (Prov. 
16:8) “Better is a dry piece of bread with 
which there is quietness than a house full 
of . . . quarreling.”—Prov. 17:1.

When the truth of such Bible proverbs 
is taken to heart, this has a wholesome 
effect on the family. Because of keeping 
material pursuits in their place, parents 
have more time for their children. This 
can build up close bonds of affection, mak- 
ing the home a place where peace and har- 
mony are enjoyed.

@ 0 fLt& n tm & n L

A WORTHWHILE GOAL

0HERE is something truly pleasur- 
able about being satisfied with  
what one has. The state of being 
content contributes greatly toward 

a person’s happiness and his peace of mind 
and heart.

In this world, however, many things 
can cause one to become troubled and 
dissatisfied. Dishonesty, injustices and oth- 
er evils abound. Individuals may try to 
do what is right. But the words of Solo- 
mon still hold true as regards human ef- 
forts to correct the wrongs in the world: 
“That which is made crooked cannot be 
made straight.”—Eccl. 1:15.

While we should not blind ourselves to 
wrong, we need to recognize that there 
are things we simply cannot change. In- 
stead of allowing these matters to be a 
constant disturbance to us, we do well to 
shift our attention to more positive, up- 
building things. Otherwise we may find 
ourselves so disturbed that we are unable 
to enjoy even what is wholesome. A Bible 
proverb puts it this way: “For the sorrow- 
ing [person] every day is evil, for the joy- 
ous heart it is festival always.”—Prov. 15: 
15, Jerusalem Bible.

Yes, even when a person has an abun- 
dance of material things, he can let some
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have brought nothing into the world, and 
neither can we carry anything out. So, 
having sustenance and covering, we shall 
be content with these things.” (1 Tim. 6: 
7, 8) This realistic view of material things 
shields a person from bitter disappoint- 
ment should circumstances change and his 
possessions be lost.

Moreover, those who fear Jehovah God 
do not become panicky when experiencing 
adversity. They know that their heavenly 
Father will not abandon them, leaving 
them in a totally helpless state. Their 
thoughts are like those of the inspired 
psalmist: “In God I have put my trust. 
I shall not be afraid. What can earthling 
man do to me?”—Ps. 56:11.

Regardless of what the circumstances 
may be, one who has a close relationship 
with Jehovah God can be content. He 
knows that the difficulties he may be ex- 
periencing are but “momentary and light” 
compared with the marvelous reward of 
everlasting life that God can bestow upon 
him. (2 Cor. 4:17) This enables him to 
preserve his inner joy and to look with 
confidence to the future. One who did just 
that was the Christian apostle Paul. In his 
letter to the Philippians, he said: “I have 
learned, in whatever circumstances I am, 
to be self-sufficient. I know indeed how to 
be low on provisions, I know indeed how 
to have an abundance. In everything and 
in all circumstances I have learned the 
secret of both how to be full and how to 
hunger, both how to have an abundance 
and how to suffer want. For all things I 
have the strength by virtue of him who 
imparts power to me.”—Phil. 4:11-13.

Contentment, such as the apostle Paul 
had, is surely a goal that we should seek 
to attain. It helps one to avoid the pains, 
frustrations and emptiness of a life based 
solely on material pursuits. And it enables 
one to cope with unpleasant circumstances, 
to find joy in life now, and to contribute 
to the happiness of others.

The most important element in a per- 
son’s having contentment, however, is his 
appreciating that a fine relationship with 
the Creator is his most valuable posses- 
sion. “Better is a little in the fear of [that 
is, a wholesome regard for] Jehovah,” says 
the Bible, “than an abundant supply and 
confusion along with it.”—Prov. 15:16.

“Confusion,” that is, anxiety and rest- 
less striving and struggling, results when 
the Creator is ignored and the pursuit of 
material possessions becomes the prime 
goal in life. Then, once a person’s energies 
are used up in such “confusion” and his 
life is slipping away, his course is shown 
up to be empty, meaningless. He has no 
idea as to what will come of the things 
that he has piled up through his restless 
toiling. The inspired psalmist wrote: “Like 
vapor only are his restless pursuits; he 
heaps up stores, and knows not who will 
use them.” (Ps. 39:7, New American Bi- 
hie) Similarly, wise King Solomon noted: 
“I, even I, hated all my hard work at which 
I was working hard under the sun, that 
I would leave behind for the man who 
would come to be after me. And who is 
there knowing whether he will prove to 
be wise or foolish? Yet he will take con- 
trol over all my hard work at which I 
worked hard.”—Eccl. 2:18, 19.

While the life of materialistic people is 
often frustrating and empty, that is not 
true of the life of those who have due re- 
gard for the Creator. That is why King 
Solomon could conclude his survey of hu- 
man toil and struggling with the words: 
“The conclusion of the matter, everything 
having been heard, is: Fear the true God 
and keep his commandments. For this is 
the whole obligation of man.”—Eccl. 12: 
13.

The person who has a wholesome fear 
of the Creator does not make the mistake 
of building his entire life around material 
pursuits. His attitude is like that of the 
Christian apostle Paul, who wrote: “We
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Insight on the News
given by God to the ancient nation of Israel. 
Willful murderers were given the death sen- 
tence, as were kidnappers, idolaters, and those 
who committed a number of other crimes, 
including various grave sex offenses. Prisons 
were not used; instead, for lesser crimes a sys- 
tern of making compensation was the rule. 
For example, in cases of theft the guilty party 
was required to restore several times the value 
of what he had taken. If he did not have the 
money to make this restitution, then he had 
to work off the debt.

What is evident is that the more today’s 
systems of justice have strayed from God’s 
thinking on such matters, the more confused 
and unsatisfactory they have become.

•  God's Word states that man was created 
directly by Jehovah God. But for more than 

a century, scientists who be- 
lieve in evolution have tried 

4Fit in to find support for their the- 
a Small ory in the fossil remains of 
Closet9 living things. Often they have 

given the impression that they 
have found much evidence 

about man’s supposed “ apelike” ancestors. 
One such supposed ancestor was a small crea- 
ture called Australopithecus, found in Africa. 
However, scientists now say that this could 
not have been man’s ancestor.

Also, after all the decades of intense 
searching, how much fossil evidence has been 
found? The 1976 “ Nature/Science Annual” 
says: “ Nine out of every 10 Australopithecine 
fossils is a tooth, and not always a very good 
tooth at that. Everything else exists in bits 
and pieces, some of them mere nubbins. . . . 
And in spite of the seeming plethora of finds, 
the pieces are actually still extremely rare. All 
of them— every last one— would fit in a single 
small closet. Reconstructing entire individuals 
. . . solely from the contents of that one closet 
is a task of stupefying difficulty.”

Yes, how difficult it is to try to prove a 
theory that cannot be proved, one that is 
based on a lie. The Bible gives us the correct 
information as to how man got here. That 
information comes from the One who ought 
to know, the One who was there at the time, 
the Creator, Jehovah God. Thus, the humble 
Bible writer acknowledged: “ Know that Jeho- 
vah is God. It is he that has made us, and 
not we ourselves.”— Ps. 100:3.

•  Astronomers have long argued over the 
origin and future of the awesome universe, 

and of our planet Earth. In 
recent years most of them 

Infinite have come to believe that
Universe the universe originated when

a huge mass of material "ex- 
ploded” outward. However, 

many have thought that in time the gravity 
in the heavenly bodies would pull them to- 
gether again in a cataclysmic crash. That 
would, of course, destroy the earth and all 
life on it. Then, it was thought, that all the 
material would once more "explode” outward.

However, astronomers working indepen- 
dently of one another have recently concluded 
that this is not likely to happen. After fifteen 
years of research. Hale Observatory astrono- 
mer Allan Sandage and James Gunn of the 
California Institute of Technology state that 
the force of gravity existing is not enough to 
pull the universe back together. Gunn said 
that it had no more than one tenth the grav- 
itational force required. Both scientists ex- 
pressed amazement at the results of their 
studies. They declared that the idea of an 
infinitely expanding universe that would not 
destroy itself was “ a terrible surprise” to them. 
But this is not surprising from the Bible’s view- 
point, since it clearly declares that the earth 
was not created “ simply for nothing," but 
was made “ to be inhabited,” and would be 
“standing even to time indefinite.”— Isa. 45: 
18; Eccl. 1:4.

•  A growing number of criminal justice ex- 
perts are dissatisfied with current law enforce- 

ment. They feel that much 
attention is given to reha- 

Punishing bilitating criminals, but not 
Criminals enough to ״rehabilitating the 

law.’ They point out that the 
criminal is often given far 

more consideration than the person he victim- 
ized. Capital punishment has largely been 
abandoned, so that many willful murderers 
are eventually put back on the streets. Also, 
as sociologist Ernest van Den Haag observes 
in his book "Punishing Criminals,” criminal 
justice is not uniform: a criminal may get one 
sentence in one court, but another person who 
commits the same crime may get a different 
sentence in a different court.

Of interest is the system of criminal justice
THE WATCHTOWER —  FEBRUARY 1, 1976 71



that Jesus cel- 
e b r a te d  th e  
Passover meal 
on Nisan 14, as 
directed in the 
law of Moses. 
(E x . 1 2 :6 -8 ;  
L e v . 2 3 : 5 ;  
M att. 2 6 :1 8 -  
20) He did not 
eat the P ass-  
over meal on 
N isan  15, as 
most Jews do 
today. A fter  
the destruction 

of the temple in 70 C.E., Christians had 
to determine the Nisan 14 Passover date 
themselves.

At the time when Roman Emperor Con- 
stantine made apostate Christianity the 
state religion (325 C.E.), the Council of 
Nicaea ordained that the celebration of 
Easter should always take place on the 
Sunday that immediately follows the full 
moon that happens upon, or next after, the 
day of the spring (vernal) equinox. Usu- 
ally this equinox date is March 21. Should 
the fourteenth day from the new moon, 
which they regarded as the day of the full 
moon, fall on a Sunday, the celebration of 
Easter was deferred to the Sunday follow- 
ing. This was in order to avoid concur- 
rence with the Jews and the minority of 
Christians, termed Quartodecimans, who 
still celebrated on the fourteenth of Nisan. 
In this way Christendom has come to have 
their “Maundy Thursday” always on a 
Thursday to commemorate Jesus’ Last 
Supper, and their “Good Friday” always 
on a Friday to commemorate his death.

At least by 1880 Jehovah’s anointed 
worshipers had departed from Christen- 
dom’s practice of celebrating the Lord’s 
Evening Meal several times a year and 
they observed it only on Nisan 14 after 
sundown. From then till about 1919 the

“•'){<■4 f׳ t  ,Jci.

OF ME"
ONCE a year on the Biblical date of 

Nisan 14, Passover night, Jehovah’s 
dedicated people gather together in all 
parts of the earth in harmony with Jesus’ 
command: “Keep doing this in remem- 
brance of me.” (Luke 22:19; Ex. 12:2-6) 
It is proper for the Lord’s Evening Meal to 
be commemorated on this true Passover 
night, annually after sundown, in one’s 
community.

Who are invited to Those few,
the remnant of Jehovah’s spirit-anointed 
ones, surely will attend, but also all those 
of the increasing “great crowd,” with 
earthly hopes, are cordially invited to be 
present, as well as all who are becoming 
acquainted with Jehovah’s provisions. 
(Rev. 12:17; 7:4, 9) Is this an occasion 
for ritualistic formalism or mysticism? 
Definitely not. Rather, this anniversary 
occasion, involving the symbolic emblems 
of bread and wine, recalls to the minds and 
hearts of the attenders what Jesus Christ 
did for them nineteen hundred years ago 
and what all of this means for them today 
and for an endless future.—1 Cor. 11: 
23-26.

How is this important date determined? 
In the first century Jesus and the early 
Christians accepted the determination of 
the date Nisan 14 (which commenced at 
sundown) as set by the Jewish temple 
priesthood in Jerusalem. It is noteworthy
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April 14, after sundown. The full moon 
also occurs on this same date. So if, in 
the future, any of Jehovah’s people should 
be out of touch with the governing body, 
they could determine the Memorial date 
with fair accuracy from local calendars 
that show the first full moon after the 
spring equinox. The celebration would then 
take place after sundown of the day on 
which the full moon occurs.f

What should be done if there is an emer- 
gency on the night of the Lord’s Evening 
Meal? What if there is a violent storm or 
other major disturbance that would make 
it impossible for the local congregation to 
come together at the appointed time? In 
such cases, it might be well for the broth- 
ers to meet in small neighborhood groups 
or in family groups, if necessary. In this 
way they gather together to be reminded 
of the significance of the Memorial em- 
blems of unleavened bread and wine. For 
such emergency occasions, one of the dedi­

cated brothers (or a dedicated sister, if no 
brother is present) could briefly consider 
the Bible accounts in Matthew 26:1730־; 
Luke 22:7-23, 28-30; and 1 Corinthians 11: 
20-31. If a congregation has to meet in 
small groups, the combined number at- 
tending the small groups could be sent in 
as the report of the attendance for the 
entire congregation.

As to the emblems, certainly every ef-
t  The Passover and Memorial dates basically fall 

according to a nineteen-year cycle. For details see 
Aid to Bible Understanding, page 1677, under the 
subheading “The Metonic Cycle." See also pages 
.for information on the Lord's Evening Meal ־10761078
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anointed Christians accepted the dates as 
established by the Jewish calendar for the 
determining of Nisan 14. They realized 
that the Jewish calendar listed “Passover” 
for Nisan 15, after sundown. Nevertheless, 
these anointed Christians arranged to cele- 
brate the Lord’s Evening Meal on the 
night of Nisan 14, even as did Jesus. Still, 
these Christians used the Jewish calendar 
in accepting the determination of the 
month of Nisan for each year.

The modem Jewish calendar determines 
the beginning of their month of Nisan by 
the astronomical new moon. However, usu- 
ally it is eighteen hours or more later 
when the first sliver of the crescent of the 
new moon becomes visible in Jerusalem. 
Each year, in recent times, the governing 
body of Jehovah’s witnesses has deter- 
mined the actual new moon that becomes 
visible in Jerusalem, which is the way the 
first of Nisan was determined in Biblical 
times. For this reason often there has been 
a difference of a day 
or tw o between the  
Memorial date of Jeho- 
vah’s witnesses and the 
Nisan 14 date accord- 
ing to the modem Jew- 
ish calendar.*

A ccording to our 
present method of cal- 
culation, the Memorial 
date approximates the nearest full moon 
after the spring equinox. For example, in 
1975 the Memorial date, as calculated 
fourteen days from the new moon (near- 
est the spring equinox) visible in Jerusa- 
lem, was Thursday, March 27, after sun- 
down. Appropriately, there was also a full 
moon on Thursday, March 27, 1975. The 
date for Memorial in 1976, calculated by 
our present method, falls on Wednesday,

* For the same reasons, occasionally the modern 
Jews find it necessary to add their intercalary thir- 
teenth month at a different time than do Jehovah’s 
witnesses. On such occasions, then, their Passover 
date comes to be a month later than the Memorial 
date of Jehovah’s witnesses.
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involving the partaking of the unleavened 
bread and the cup of real red wine. In each 
case Jesus offered a prayer of thanks, first 
for the bread and then for the wine. 
(1 Cor. 11:24, 25) After Jesus made ex- 
tended remarks and a prayer, they con- 
eluded by singing praises, thereafter de- 
parting for the Mount of Olives. This, then, 
sets the general procedure down to our 
day.—Matt. 26:26-30; John 13:31-18:1.

Of what do the emblems of bread and
wine remind us? The unleavened bread re- 
minds us of Jesus’ body of flesh, how he 
“suffered in the flesh” (1 Pet. 4:1); how 
he gave his fleshly body “in behalf of the 
life of the world” (John 6:51); how he 
is “the Lamb that was slaughtered” (Rev. 
5:12); and how the Law covenant was 
taken “out of the way by nailing it to the 
torture stake.” (Col. 2:14) The emblem of 
red wine reminds us of how Jesus has 
served as our Ransomer in that we have 
been delivered by the “precious blood” of 
Jesus (1 Pet. 1:19); and how his lifeblood 
was used to validate the new covenant into 
which his joint heirs are brought (1 Cor. 
11:25). While those of the “great crowd” 
do not partake of the emblems, they are 
reminded of the benefits of Jesus’ action 
and of the new covenant through which 
many benefits result to them. (Rev. 7:9, 
10, 14) Truly, Jehovah has arranged for 
our deliverance through the atoning power 
of Christ’s sacrifice, not only for the 
anointed ones but also for all those given 
the opportunity to gain everlasting life 
here on earth.—Lev. 16:11; 1 John 2:2.

How is the meeting conducted? At the 
Memorial gathering a brother who serves 
as the chairman gives a brief welcome 
and opens the meeting with a song and a 
prayer. This is followed by the Memorial 
talk, given by a capable speaker (one of 
the anointed where available) selected by 
the appointed overseers. It would not be 
well for several brothers each to present 
a portion of the Memorial talk as in a sym-

fort should be made to see that those of 
the anointed remnant are served the bread 
and the wine, even if one is ill at home 
or in the hospital. Only in a very exception- 
al situation where one of the anointed 
remnant is unable to partake of the em- 
blems on Nisan 14 may he wish to cele- 
brate the Memorial the fourteenth day of 
the next lunar month (the day of the next 
full moon), in harmony with the princi- 
pie found at Numbers 9:10, 11, and 
2 Chronicles 30:1-3,15, with regard to be- 
lated Passover celebrations. In such event 
of a belated celebration, this should be re- 
ported immediately thereafter.

What if more than one congregation 
will require the use of the same Kingdom 
Hall? It would be well to schedule the pro- 
grams to show consideration by giving suf- 
ficient time for one congregation to leave 
the hall and for the next congregation to 
begin their program. With this in mind, 
in some cases additional halls have been 
rented for the Memorial celebration. In 
these cases, several congregations may find 
it advisable to combine in one meeting. 
A combined report could then be sent in, 
fisting the names of the congregations in- 
volved.

What was the order of events in Jesus? 
day? At the first celebration of the Lord’s 
Evening Meal, Matthew was personally 
present. He presents the actual order of 
things that occurred. Jesus and his twelve 
disciples celebrated the Passover meal us- 
ing roast lamb and unleavened bread, to 
remind the partakers of what happened 
when the Israelites were delivered from 
Egypt in 1513 B.C.E. There was no mysti- 
cism as to the use of these reminders of 
the roast lamb and the unleavened bread. 
(Matt. 26:17-19; Ps. 119:2, 14) After the 
Passover meal, Jesus exposed his betrayer, 
Judas, who was then sent away. (Matt. 
26:20-25; John 13:29, 30) This left Jesus 
with the eleven faithful apostles with 
whom he instituted the new evening meal
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ter. This can be done as follows: Mix one 
and a half cups of flour with one cup of 
water, making a moist dough. On a flat 
surface, well dusted with flour, roil the 
dough to a wafer thickness, or as thin as 
possible. Place this on a baking pan or 
cookie sheet, generously forking small 
holes in the dough, and form it into a flat 
loaf. Bake in hot oven until it is dry and 
crisp.

Wine provided for the Memorial should 
be real red wine as was used by the Jews 
in their Passover celebrations. We notice 
that at Matthew 26:29 Jesus refers to the 
“product of the vine,” which, at that time 
of the year, could be only fermented wine. 
Unadulterated red grape wine is the only 
appropriate reminder of Jesus’ shed blood. 
Christ’s blood was sufficient without ad- 
ditives, so the wine used should be just 
unsweetened, unfortified, red wine. If dif- 
Acuity is foreseen in obtaining the em- 
blems, then preparations could be made 
well in advance to obtain them. Since the 
emblems in themselves are not sacred, af- 
ter the celebration is over and the meeting 
dismissed, the bread and wine may be tak- 
en home and considered common, to be 
used at some other time as normal. 
—1 Sam. 21:4.

Who should partake of the emblems? 
Only those of the “little flock” are the 
ones taken into the new covenant and 
therefore required to partake of the em- 
blems. (Luke 12:32) It was the eleven 
faithful apostles who, as the small group 
of prospective anointed ones, comprised 
the nucleus of those later to be taken into 
the new covenant on Pentecost day of 33 
C.E. (Luke 22:20) The “great crowd,” not 
being ‘new creatures’ in the new covenant, 
are not partakers of the bread and wine 
on this anniversary occasion.—2 Cor. 5:17.

Each one of the anointed who attends 
the Memorial examines himself before- 
hand to see if he is worthy to partake and 
whether he truly has the witness of the

posium. It is recommended that the speak- 
er should offer the two brief prayers over 
the emblems. (Matt. 26:26, 27) Following 
the serving of the emblems and additional 
comments by the speaker, concluding com- 
ments may be given by the presiding over- 
seer unless he is the one handling the 
Memorial program. The meeting concludes 
with a closing song and a prayer.

Only those of the anointed remnant pm- 
take of the emblems that are passed around 
to the audience. Following a brief prayer, 
the bread is passed first. Next, after an- 
other prayer, the wine is served. The bread 
and the wine are not served together. 
Those who partake ‘worthily’ should par- 
take of both emblems.—1 Cor. 11:27, 28.

The Bible says that Jesus broke the 
bread, evidently to serve the apostles re- 
dining on either side of the table. (Matt. 
26:26) This is not necessary in our cir- 
cumstance today, as Jesus was not estab- 
fishing a ritualistic precedent. There is 
thus no symbolic significance in the break- 
ing of the unleavened bread. Remember 
that none of the bones of Jesus’ sinless 
physical body were broken in death. (Ex. 
12:46; Ps. 34:20; John 19:33, 36) The 
number of cups and the number of plates 
used depends upon the number of servers 
required. A section of unleavened bread 
can be put on each plate used and the wine 
can be poured into the cups before the 
meeting begins.

What kinds of bread and wine are to be 
used? Since Jesus took unleavened bread 
that was used normally for the Passover, 
we today use unleavened bread. Some Jew- 
ish matzos are made with only wheat 
flour and water, and such may be used by 
Christians at the Memorial celebration. 
But we would not use matzos made with 
added ingredients, such as salt, sugar, malt, 
eggs, onions, and so forth.

Some Witnesses may prefer to make a 
small quantity of unleavened bread out of 
flour (wheat, rice or other grain) and wa­
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for thought with grateful appreciation to 
Jehovah, reminding us of all that He has 
done out of love for us through our Ran- 
somer, Jesus Christ our Lord. (Matt. 20: 
28; 1 Pet. 3:15) Upon arriving home after 
the program, a family of Jehovah’s wit- 
nesses may spend time discussing the 
meaning of this significant occasion. All of 
this helps to bring the family closer to- 
gether and spiritually enriches them.

The elders make careful plans for an 
adequate Lord’s Evening Meal celebration 
for the local congregation. On this one 
night, in all parts of the globe, the hearts 
and minds of Jehovah’s dedicated people, 
the anointed and those of the “great 
crowd,” being unitedly assembled, give 
praise to our Sovereign God, Jehovah. 
They give thanks again to Jesus Christ our 
Ransomer who demonstrated his great love 
for us by surrendering his human life 
for our recovery. Annually the anointed 
remnant and the “great crowd” delight 
to commemorate him as the Messianic 
world conqueror.—John 16:33.

spirit. (Rom. 8:16, 24; 1 Cor. 11:27-29) 
Occasionally there are some former par- 
takers who have come to realize that their 
relationship to God is not that of an anoint- 
ed son. They should properly cease par- 
taking, but this would not be an indication 
that they have become unfaithful. It is just 
that their personal relationship with Je- 
hovah has become clarified as being one 
with an earthly hope.

Those counted as partakers are those 
known as faithful, baptized servants of 
God. We do not invite disfellowshiped per- 
sons to attend. But if such a one is present, 
there is no reason to be disturbed if he is 
seated in a row with others and proceeds 
to partake of the emblems. Such a one is 
not counted, in any case, as a partaker.

It is always a joy to see so many new 
ones attending the Memorial celebration. 
After the program, an occasion for happy 
fellowship is enjoyed with the new ones 
and with one another. This joyful fellow- 
ship is truly upbuilding and encouraging 
to everyone. The evening’s program, if it 
is reflected upon, always gives much food

would Jesus have called him to be his 
follower while he was still sitting at his 
tax office? And he must have had a good 
education, for scholars say that the Greek 
of his Gospel is among the best found in 
the Greek Scriptures. He evidently used
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MfflTHEWS GOOD NEWS
W HO w a s

this Mat- m  
thew, the writer 
o f  th e  G o s p e l  
bearing his name? He was a hum- 
ble, honest, well-educated Jew 
whom Jesus chose to be one of his 
twelve apostles.

Was he a humble man? Yes, for Mat- 
thew himself candidly reveals that he had 
been one of the tax collectors, so despised 
by the Jews of his time. Unlike many of 
those tax collectors, Matthew must have 
been honest. If he had been otherwise,
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So we find that Matthew wrote his Gospel 
some fifteen or more years before Luke 
and Mark wrote theirs. The date 41 C.E. 
is found in manuscripts as early as the 
tenth century C.E.

True, not a few scholars object to such 
an early date for Matthew’s Gospel be- 
cause Matthew and Mark have so much 
in common, and they theorize that Mark’s 
Gospel, being the shorter, came first. But 
Matthew’s Gospel is by no means a mere 
enlargement of Mark’s. As has well been 
observed, the similarity between the two 
could well be accounted for in that Peter 
had a copy of Matthew’s Gospel and used 
it in his preaching. Mark, in incorporating 
parts of what Peter said, would thus be 
writing down much that Matthew wrote.

How much of Matthew’s Gospel is 
unique? About 42 percent of its contents. 
Matthew mentions the Kingdom far more 
often than do the others, 50 times. The 
expression “the kingdom of the heavens,” 
used often instead of “the kingdom of 
God,” is unique with him. Further, he 
gives us ten parables that the others do 
not and he is more explicit as to figures. 
It is typical that he alone tells us that it 
was for thirty pieces of silver that Jesus 
was betrayed. His concern with accurate 
figures may well have been due to his 
having been a tax collector.

THEME OF MATTHEW DEVELOPS
Matthew’s theme being that Jesus is 

the Messiah, his account at once comes to 
that point. The Messiah had to be a de- 
scendant of Abraham and David, as well 
as the Son of God, in view of God’s prom- 
ises to those faithful servants of his. (Gen. 
22:15-18; 2 Sam. 7:8-16) These points 
Matthew establishes in his first two chap- 
ters. The circumstances associated with 
Jesus’ birth, such as Joseph’s wondering 
what to do and later the visit of the as- 
trologers from the eastern parts, are 
unique with this Gospel. Certain modem

fine discernment in what he recorded. His 
Gospel is quoted more often in the Watch 
Tower publications than any of the other 
three Gospels.

Where did Matthew write his Gospel? 
In view of his objective, it was written 
most likely in Palestine. And what was his 
purpose in writing it? To prove that Jesus 
Christ was indeed the Messiah. This is 
borne out by his making some hundred 
references to the Hebrew Scriptures. In 
particular does he make a point of showing 
how Jesus fulfilled those Scriptures, from 
his quoting of Isaiah 7:14 regarding Jesus’ 
being born of a virgin down to his quoting 
of Zechariah 11:13 in connection with 
Jesus’ being betrayed for thirty pieces of 
silver.—Matt. 1:23; 27:9.

In what language did Matthew write his 
Gospel? The external evidence is that he 
wrote it first in Hebrew. This was the 
natural thing for him to do, since it was 
evidently his purpose to help his fellow 
countrymen to identify Jesus as the Mes- 
siah. Also, it apparently was his purpose 
to have his Gospel serve as a connecting 
link with the Hebrew Scriptures.

Some persons object to the view that 
Matthew originally wrote in Hebrew, 
claiming that the Greek of Matthew’s 
Gospel reads too smoothly to be a trans- 
lation. Well, the answer to this objection 
could well be that Matthew himself made 
the translation when he saw there was a 
real need for it, doing this under the di- 
rection of God’s holy spirit.

According to the earliest traditional 
testimony available, Matthew wrote his 
Gospel around 41 C.E. There is nothing 
in his Gospel to contradict this testimony. 
Apparently Matthew felt it urgent to get 
down all the facts supporting the truth 
that Jesus was the Messiah; he could ap- 
predate what a great help this would be 
in carrying out Jesus’ commission to make 
disciples in all the nations, baptizing them.
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gives us Jesus’ extensive preaching in- 
structions to his twelve apostles. It con- 
tains such gems as: “You received free, 
give free,” “Prove yourselves cautious as 
serpents and yet innocent as doves,” and, 
“Do not become fearful of those who kill 
the body but cannot kill the soul.”—Matt. 
10:8, 16, 28.

Next we learn of Jesus’ praising John 
the Baptist and his reproaching, because 
of their unbelief, the Galilean cities where 
he preached. Chapter 11 concludes with 
those beautiful and comforting words: 
“Come to me, all you who are toiling and 
loaded down, and I will refresh you. Take 
my yoke upon you and become my dis- 
ciples, for I am mild-tempered and lowly 
in heart, and you will find refreshment 
for your souls. For my yoke is kindly and 
my load is light.”—Matt. 11:28-30.

In chapter 12 we read such pointed 
truths as, “Every . . .  house divided against 
itself will not stand,” “He that does not 
gather with me scatters,” and, “Out of 
the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaks.”—Matt. 12:25, 30, 34.

JESUS’ PARABLES
Then comes chapter 13, notable for its 

parables illustrating “the kingdom of the 
heavens.” Here Matthew gives seven of 
Jesus’ parables: the sower and the differ- 
ent soils, the wheat and the weeds, the mus- 
tard grain, the leaven, the treasure hidden 
in the field, the pearl of high value, and 
the dragnet. He includes explanations of 
two of them. The next two chapters tell 
more of Jesus’ miracles and preaching. 
Then, in chapter 16, we have Peter’s con- 
fession that Jesus is indeed the Messiah, 
the Son of God, further proof of which 
Matthew gives in the next chapter in his 
account of Jesus’ transfiguration.

Chapter 18 also has a distinctive stamp, 
Matthew here describing the obligations 
that Christians have toward one another. 
After warning at length against stumbling
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critics question that Matthew himself 
wrote these first two chapters, but why? 
Is it because they do not want to believe 
in Jesus’ virgin birth? These two chapters 
appear in old manuscripts; moreover, they 
are often referred to by the early “Church 
fathers.” Besides, nothing in these chap- 
ters contradicts what appears elsewhere in 
the Christian Greek Scriptures. On the 
contrary, they show why Jesus was with- 
out sin.—John 8:46; Heb. 7:26; 1 Pet. 
2 :22.

Continuing with chapters 3 and 4, we 
find further witness to Jesus’ Messiahship. 
John the Baptist gives his testimony and 
then a voice from heaven acknowledges 
Jesus as God’s Son. Next follow the temp- 
tations in the wilderness and Jesus’ calling 
certain disciples to follow him as “fishers 
of men.” These first four chapters might 
be said to be Matthew’s introduction.

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT
What does Matthew next give? Without 

doubt the most powerful, telling and dis- 
tinctive example of all of Jesus’ preaching 
and teaching. Rightly it has been termed 
the most famous sermon ever preached. 
It is just as if Matthew could not wait to 
record it. He presents it right after his 
introductory material, although Luke’s 
Gospel indicates that Jesus gave it well 
along in his ministry. In Matthew’s ac- 
count, it covers chapters 5 through 7.

What a masterpiece it is! Starting with 
its nine felicities, or happinesses, it warm- 
ly commends those who are conscious of 
their spiritual need, the mild-tempered, 
the merciful, the peaceable, and so forth. 
In it we find the Lord’s Model Prayer, the 
admonition to keep seeking first God’s 
kingdom and his righteousness, the Golden 
Rule and so much more.

PREACHING INSTRUCTIONS
After telling more about Jesus’ miracles 

and preaching, Matthew, in chapter 10,
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Then there is a breathing spell, we 
might say, as Jesus gives to the disciples 
his great prophecy on ‘the sign of his 
presence and of the conclusion of the 
system of things,’ covering chapters 24 
and 25. Herein we find the prophetic com- 
mand: “This good news of the kingdom 
will be preached in all the inhabited earth 
for a witness to all the nations; and then 
the end will come.” Jesus climaxes this 
prophecy with the “kingdom” parables of 
the ten virgins, the talents, and the sheep 
and the goats.

In chapters 26 and 27 we read of Jesus’ 
being anointed with costly perfumed oil, 
of his instituting the memorial of his 
death, of his arrest and trial before the 
Sanhedrin, and of Peter’s denying his 
Master. Jesus is tried before Pontius 
Pilate, who vainly endeavors to wash his 
hands of guilt, but then turns Jesus over 
to be impaled on a stake, and to be buried 
in a stone tomb.

RESURRECTION AND PARTING COMMISSION
Matthew’s final chapter tells of Jesus' 

resurrection and gives his parting com- 
mission: “Go therefore and make disciples 
of people of all the nations, baptizing 
them, . . . teaching them.” Matthew then 
concludes with those comforting words of 
Jesus: “Look! I am with you all the days 
until the conclusion of the system of 
things.”

Truly Matthew’s Good News shows that 
Jesus is the promised Messiah. His account 
is accurate, comprehensive and beneficial. 
Jesus, in concluding his Sermon on the 
Mount, likened those who heard him, and 
who obeyed his words, to a wise man 
who built his house on a rock-mass, which 
house was able to weather a severe storm. 
Let us be like that wise man in living by 
the principles that Jesus enunciated and 
in obeying his commands to preach and 
to teach, so faithfully preserved for us in 
Matthew’s account.

others and stating God’s concern that not 
even one of Christ’s little ones should 
perish, Jesus tells us how to deal with 
those who sin against us. He tells Peter 
to forgive, not just up to seven, but up to 
seventy-seven times, and by means of an 
extended parable warns against Christians 
not forgiving one another.

FINAE DAYS OF JESUS' MINISTRY
From chapter 19 Matthew follows a 

chronological order and here we sense an 
increasing tension between Jesus and his 
religious opposers. They try to trip him 
up on the matter of divorce, after which 
he gives the parable of the denarius. Then 
Jesus drives home to his disciples the 
lesson of humility, remarking that he him- 
self came not to be served but to serve and 
to give his life as a ransom.—Matt. 20:28.

Matthew next tells us of Jesus’ trium- 
phal ride into Jerusalem, which, together 
with his cleansing of the temple, enrages 
his opposers no end. It is little wonder that 
they challenge him, saying: “By what 
authority do you do these things?” (21:23) 
But he silences them by asking them by 
what authority John the Baptist baptized. 
Jesus follows this with two parables aimed 
at these opposers, the second labeling them 
as murderers, and they do not miss the 
points made.

After hearing the further parable of the 
marriage feast, Jesus’ religious opposers 
come at him with trick questions: about 
the paying of taxes, about the resurrection 
and about which is the greatest command- 
ment. Each time Jesus bests them. No 
more dare they ask Jesus a question, but 
he turns the tables on them by asking 
them a question about David’s son and 
Lord, which, again, they are unable to 
answer. Jesus scathingly denounces them 
to the crowds and his disciples, repeating 
six times the condemnation: “Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!”—Matt. 
23:13, 15, 23, 25, 27, 29.
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“ By faith he left Egypt, and not 
because he feared the Icing’s

one who saw the 1 invisible G od.”
—  Hebi 11:27, “ Ne^ English Bible.'’

well as in the manner\in which he deals 
with those who love him.

2Even without seeing God physically, 
Jehovah’s people have exercised such 
strong faith in him that they have been 
moved to change their lives completely in 
order to do what pleases him. This is evi- 
dent by the fact that many of Jehovah’s 
witnesses had, before they became Wit- 
nesses, been immoral, dishonest, violent, 
lovers of worldly pleasures, seekers of ma- 
terial gain, as well as being busy in mak- 
ing a “name” for themselves.—1 Cor 6:

9־11.
3 Having “seen” him, many sincere per- 

sons have been caused to change their 
course of life and way of living and they 
have now ‘turned around’ so as to live ac- 
cording to the standards that He has set, 
by being honest and by showing appreci- 
ation for spiritual things, as well as by

O ONE living 
\  now or who  

has lived on earth in 
the past has ever seen 
God with his literal 
eyes. Jehovah is too 
glorious for frail hu- 
mans to endure the 
sight of him. However, 
his invisibility should 
not cause us to cast 
doubt on his existence, 
nor does it make it im* 
possible for us to “see” 
him as a Person with 
the eyes of faith. His qualities and power 
can also be discerned. Certain facets of his 
personality are discernible by his creative 
works, as mentioned by the apostle Paul 
in his letter to the Romans: “His invisible 
qualities are clearly seen from the world’s 
creation onward, because they are per- 
ceived by the things made, even his eter- 
nal power and Godship.” (Rom. 1:20) His 
invisibility casts no doubt on his existence, 
nor does it make it impossible for us to 
respect him as a Person, or to appreciate 
his qualities, ways and dealings with oth- 
ers, and especially with his own people. 
His unchangeableness in qualities and stan- 
dards is also in evidence. This is confirmed 
by his own expression: “I am Jehovah; 
I have not changed.” (Mai. 3:6) Jehovah’s 
invisibility should not weaken faith in his 
personal qualities, in his comportment, as
1. (a) What evidence assures us that Jehovah lives? — —
(b) Why does God’s invisibility cast no doubt on his 2, 3. What has faith accomplished in changing the lives 
existence? of Jehovah’s people?
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strong. They have endured and will con- 
tinue to endure opposition and are deter- 
mined to maintain integrity to Almighty 
God. Persecutions have raged against Je- 
hovah’s loyal ones in many parts of the 
world, particularly in Germany during the 
diabolical Nazi regime, and, more recently, 
under Malawi’s cruel and heartless die- 
tator. Through most difficult trials Chris- 
tian men, women and children have re- 
mained loyal to their heavenly Father, and 
like the first-century Christians, they have 
rejoiced in doing so. They have considered 
it a privilege to prove their loyalty to the 
Sovereign Ruler of the universe.—1 Pet. 
4:12, 13; Ps. 145:10.

7Under Hitler’s wicked regime thou- 
sands of Jehovah’s witnesses lost their 
jobs, their businesses and their homes. 
Many were not allowed to carry on their
7 9  In Germany and in Malawi, how have Jehovah’s (a) .־
witnesses demonstrated 
their faith? (b) What 
enabled them to en- 
dure?

having uppermost in their hearts the doing 
of Jehovah’s will.—Acts 3:19; 1 Pet. 4:3,4.

4 And why such a change? Because they 
have come to see with eyes of discernment 
the loving God that Jehovah is, and this 
is what has motivated them to walk in a 
way that pleases him. It is this deep and 
lasting faith that has moved them to 
preach the “good news” year after year 
without letup, even though it may be dis- 
couraging at times because of persecu- 
tions and because the vast majority of per- 
sons do not want to listen. Because we 
have “seen” him, we have the utmost con- 
fidence in him and are happy in his service. 
—Eph. 1:18; Acts 5:42; Matt. 5:8, 10-12.

LOYAL IN THEIR FAITH
5 Many who have responded to Jehovah’s 

command to preach the good news world 
wide have been doing so for twenty, thirty, 
forty or more years. The longer this ser- 
vice has been rendered, the deeper is their 
appreciation of His grand and glorious 
works. Their perspective of him is bright- 
er. Those who are of long standing in Je- 
hovah’s service nev- 
er think of quitting 
or slowing down in 
their God-given as- 
signment. They are 
determined to carry 
on, even to the a 
taining of the prom- 
ised reward.—Jas.
12.

6 Though they 
have undergone 
vere persecu tions, 
their faith remains
4. W hat has m otivated  
God’s people to walk in his 
way?
5. What is the attitude of 
those who have been 
in Jehovah’s service?
6. What have God’s loyal 
ones endured, and how 
have they regarded these 
trials?
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the sadistic history of Nazism by perse- 
cuting those whose only “crime” is that 
they obey God’s Word, the Bible, in stay- 
ing neutral as to “the world” and its poli- 
tics?—John 17:16.

9What a diabolic record this is! But 
what has enabled all these Christians to 
endure such vile treatment? They looked 
to the Holy Bible, God’s Word. They have 
found the record there of such examples 
in faithfulness and endurance as Moses, 
Joshua, the prophets and the first-century 
Christians. Particularly, they have kept in 
mind the example of faithfulness set by 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.—Heb. 
12:1-3.

“SEEING” WITH THE EYE OF FAITH
10 From a worldly viewpoint Moses was 

in an exceedingly advantageous position 
materially. He was the adopted son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter, and having this sta- 
tus he was in line to enjoy the finest of 
foods and the best of clothing, as well as 
living in royal style in the most luxurious 
surroundings. (Ex. 2:1-10) He would have 
a great deal of prestige and honor, and 
ultimately he would have inherited an ex- 
tensive estate. He received the highest of 
educations, being “instructed in all the wis- 
dom of the Egyptians” and becoming 
“powerful in his words and deeds.” Un- 
questionably, then, his position in the 
Egyptian world was a highly favored one. 
(Acts 7:20-22) Nevertheless, Moses was 
more concerned about his relationship 
with Jehovah. Therein he provided a prop- 
er example for all Christians, 1,900 years 
ago and down to today. Loyalty to God 
and his people caused him to make the de- 
cision to refuse “to be called the son of 
the daughter of Pharaoh." The Bible rec- 
ord by the apostle Paul shows Moses’ vi- 
sion and understanding when it states: 
“By faith he left Egypt, but not fearing
10. (a) What advantages did Moses enjoy in his early 
life? (b) What loyalty did he show toward Jehovah?
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accustomed trades. Their property was 
confiscated, pensions were refused, and 
they suffered other personal losses. There 
were 860 children taken away from their 
parents; a total of 6,019 had been arrested, 
several of them two, three, or even more 
times, so that, all together, 8,917 arrests 
were registered; and these persons served 
sentences amounting to 13,924 years in 
prison. Many of these faithful men and 
women were put into concentration camps 
and thus collectively spent 8,078 years 
undergoing vicious treatment there. A to- 
tal of 635 died in prison, 253 were sen- 
fenced to death, with 203 of these actually 
being executed.

8In more recent years the so-called 
“Christian” dictator of the African coun- 
try of Malawi has followed in the footsteps 
of Hitler by bringing wave upon wave of 
persecution on Jehovah’s witnesses in that 
country. In 1972, more than 30,000 of these 
Christians and those studying the Bible 
with them were compelled to flee for their 
lives to neighboring Mozambique. But in 
August and September of 1975 a resur- 
gence of nationalism in Mozambique re- 
suited in their “repatriation” to Malawi. 
Here again, they have faced up to inhuman 
tortures, beatings and thefts of money, 
property and clothing. They have been 
stripped naked, and many of their women- 
folk raped. In October 1975, entire congre- 
gations of adult Witnesses were rounded 
up and placed in Hitler-style concentra- 
tion camps. And parents have been com- 
pelled to leave their children, even suck- 
ling babies, outside the camps! When the 
police were asked why the president of 
Malawi had ordered this, they replied: 
“You are responsible for teaching your 
children wrong things. So they will be kept 
by Malawi, and we will make them be- 
come citizens of Malawi.” Can you imag- 
ine anything more demonic? Jehovah’s 
witnesses in Malawi are left without coun- 
try, home or children. Is Malawi rewriting
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relented and set out in pursuit of them. 
The chances of escape from Pharaoh’s 
power seemed nil. The Egyptian army 
was closing in behind them, and before 
them lay the great Red Sea. But Jehovah 
said to Moses: “Stretch your hand out over 
the sea.” Then He made the sea go back 
by a strong east wind all night long, con- 
verting the sea basin into a wide area of 
dry land. The Israelites began to go 
through on dry ground. As they went out 
of the bed of the sea, the Egyptians took 
up the pursuit. Jehovah then told Moses: 
“Stretch your hand out over the sea, that 
the waters may come back over the 
Egyptians, their war chariots and their 
cavalrymen.” Thus Jehovah saved Israel 
from the hands of the Egyptians! “Israel 
also got to see the great hand that Jeho- 
vah put in action against the Egyptians; 
and the people began to fear Jehovah and 
to put faith in Jehovah and in Moses his 
servant.”—Ex. 14:1531־.

13Moses’ successor Joshua also mani-

the anger of the king, for he continued 
steadfast as seeing the One who is in- 
visible. By faith he had celebrated the 
passover and the splashing of the blood, 
that the destroyer might not touch their 
firstborn ones. By faith they passed 
through the Red Sea as on dry land, but 
on venturing out upon it the Egyptians 
were swallowed up.”—Heb. 11:2329־.

11 Moses’ great desire was to be used by 
Jehovah in bringing deliverance to His 
people. For forty years he was away in 
Midian undergoing training in a godly 
way. The qualities of patience, meekness, 
humility, long-suffering, mildness of tern- 
per, self-control, and learning to wait upon 
Jehovah needed to be developed. As a shep- 
herd in that wilderness land he was 
groomed and prepared to endure disap- 
pointments and hardships that would be 
encountered. At the same time he learned 
that it was necessary to be calm and show 
strength, because these qualities would be 
necessary in his future assignment, in lead- 
ing Jehovah’s people out from 
bondage.—Acts 7:29, 30.

12 Would it not take courage and 
valor on the part of Moses to ap- 
pear before so great a king as 
Pharaoh and give him an ultima- 
turn that he must let God’s people 
go? He and Aar- 
on, h is f lesh ly  
brother, did this, 
not only once, but 
on many occa-  
s ion s .  A t la s t  
Pharaoh thrust 
the I s r a e l i t e s  
out, but soon he
11. How was Moses 
groomed for his future 
assignment?
12. (a) Why did Moses 
and Aaron have to ex- 
ercise courage in re- 
lying on Jehovah?
(b) How did Jehovah 
come to the aid of the 
Israelites?
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Moses stretched out his hand over the Red Sea and the 
waters parted, and the Israelites went 

through on dry ground
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13Faithful men of old—Abel, Enoch, 
Noah, Abraham and others down to Mo- 
ses’ time, all of those mentioned in the 
eleventh chapter of Hebrews and count- 
less others—testify to their having “seen” 
God. Of these, Hebrews 12:1 says: “So, 
then, because we have so great a cloud 
of witnesses surrounding us, let us also 
put off every weight and the sin that 
easily entangles us, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us.” 
In manifesting faith, these men gave ir- 
refutable witness concerning God and 
his unchangeable purposes. They actually 
“saw” God, not with literal eyes, but with 
their eyes of faith. Do you, too, have 
strong faith like theirs?

FAITH MOVES TO ACTION
16 When we have not seen something in 

actuality with our literal eyes, but have 
discerned it through the experiences or 
accomplishments of others, we are exer- 
cising this quality of faith. We may make 
the statement that we recognize or “see” 
a new order, near at hand. Not that we 
have been given a literal vision, though we 
truly enjoy a foretaste of it in our present 
spiritual paradise; but this really means 
that we have seen it with our eyes of faith. 
This point is drawn to our attention in 
Paul’s words at Romans 1:19, 20: “God is 
manifest. . .  For his invisible qualities are 
clearly seen from the world’s creation on- 
ward, because they are perceived by the 
things made, even his eternal power and 
Godship, so that they [the unbelievers] 
are inexcusable.” Faith is built upon con- 
crete evidence. The reliability of God’s 
word and the accurate fulfillment of his 
prophecies instill confident faith in our 
hearts.

17 It is Jehovah’s desire that all “attain
15. What may we learn from the example of the ‘*so 
great a cloud of witnesses"?
16. How do we "see" with the eye of faith?
17. How may we show ‘steadfastness in seeing the One 
who is invisible’?
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fested faith. He too “saw” Jehovah. When 
the priests carrying the ark of the cov- 
enant stepped into the Jordan River, 
the waters upstream were miraculously 
dammed up. While the priests stood on dry 
ground in the middle of the Jordan, the 
Israelites walked across a dried-up river- 
bed. Jehovah’s presence was real to those 
Israelites. On to Jericho! There, on each 
of six consecutive days, they marched 
once around the city and then seven 
times on the seventh day. When the 
priests blew horns and the people shouted, 
the seemingly impregnable walls around 
Jericho crumbled. Truly the Israelites 
could “see” Jehovah in all of this. (Josh. 
3:15-17; 6:10-16) But someone inside 
Jericho also “saw” Jehovah on that oc- 
casion. It was Rahab. By reason of her 
faith in Jehovah’s great power, she was 
spared, as also was her family. She had 
demonstrated her faith by her works in 
hiding Joshua’s messengers.—Josh. 2:1־ 
21; 6:25; Jas. 2:25; Heb. 11:30, 31.

14 On a later occasion the prophet Elijah 
was visiting a widow in Zarephath. The 
woman’s child fell sick and died. Elijah 
said to her: “Give me your son.” Then he 
“carried him up to the roof chamber, 
where he was dwelling, and laid him upon 
his own couch.” There “he proceeded to 
stretch himself upon the child three times 
and call to Jehovah and say: Ό  Jehovah 
my God, please, cause the soul of this child 
to come back within him’ . . .  so that the 
soul of the child came back within him 
and he came to life.” Did that widow ac- 
tually “see” Jehovah? Yes, but it was not 
with literal eyes. It was with the eyes of 
her faith, for her answer to Elijah was: 
“Now, indeed, I do know that you are 
a man of God and that Jehovah’s word in 
your mouth is true.”—1 Ki. 17:7-24; Heb. 
11:35.
14. How did a widow in Zarephath "see" Jehovah?
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perience when he preached in Philippi: “A 
certain woman named Lydia, a seller of 
purple, of the city of Thyatira and a wor- 
shiper of God, was listening, and Jehovah 
opened her heart wide to pay attention to 
the things being spoken by Paul.” Yes, it 
was Jehovah who opened Lydia’s heart, 
and, as a result, “she and her household 
got baptized.”—Acts 16:14, 15.

20Whatever abilities and qualities we 
have should be made use of in appealing 
to honest-hearted persons, regardless of 
their station in life. To what source should 
we look for strength? It is Jehovah who 
will strengthen us, just as he strengthened 
Moses and Aaron, to the point where we 
can act with boldness and fearlessness re- 
gardless of the occasion or the confronta- 
tion. By our constantly keeping Jehovah 
in “sight,” we will be able to continue 
exerting ourselves and declaring the “good 
news,” even if the majority of persons do 
not respond. (1 Tim. 4:10) Regardless of 
how unresponsive people may be, we can- 
not foresee what they may do in the 
future. They may change. Jehovah, in 
showing patience, gives them ample op- 
portunity to change. (2 Pet. 3:9) Just as 
Moses presented himself before Pharaoh 
again and again, should we not visit and 
re-visit unresponsive people? We will do 
so if we keep Jehovah ever before us, re- 
membering that his name is involved. 
—Ps. 16:8.

2’ Even if people refuse to change, God’s 
name is being made known. Ample warn- 
ing is given before his judgment is ex- 
pressed. Then, at the latest, all nations 
“will have to know” that God is Jehovah. 
—Ezek. 39:7.

22 In many parts of the earth today peo- 
pie are responding to God’s Word more 
than ever before. (Isa. 60:8, 22) In some 
places people come to Jehovah’s witnesses,
20, 21. (a) How may we meet the challenge of unre- 
sponsive territory? (b) How is Jehovah’s name involved? 
22. What is happening in many parts of the earth, and 
how should this encourage us?

to repentance.” (2 Pet. 3:9) Therefore we 
must be steadfast in preaching to others. 
We may feel limited in our preaching abili- 
ties, but that does not give us reason to 
hold back from such faith-building work. 
Jehovah wants all who accept “life’s wa- 
ter” to extend the same to others as well. 
Like Moses, let us continue “steadfast as 
seeing the One who is invisible,” and help 
others also to “see” Him. At Revelation 
22:17 we are told: “The spirit and the 
bride keep on saying: ‘Come!’ And let any- 
one hearing say: ‘Come!’ And let anyone 
thirsting come; let anyone that wishes 
take life’s water free.” Holding strong 
faith, we should share wholeheartedly in 
extending that invitation.

18In himself, Moses did not feel ade- 
quate to carry out his commission. He ex- 
cused himself, saying that he was not flu- 
ent as a speaker. (Ex. 4:10) Nevertheless, 
with Jehovah’s backing, he proved sue- 
cessful. We can be confident that Jehovah 
will strengthen us, too, in carrying out our 
commission regardless of personal limi- 
tations that we may have. Have not many 
already experienced this feeling, and per- 
haps on more than one occasion? When 
you started attending congregational meet- 
ings of Jehovah’s witnesses, did you say: 
“Why, I could never speak up like all the 
others”? Did you also perhaps think: “I 
could never speak before an audience, 
large or small”? But actually, are you not 
now doing all these things that you once 
thought impossible? This is because you 
have studied God’s Word and know that 
his spirit is with you and that it gives you 
strength.—2 Cor. 12:10.

19 We must remember that the work that 
Jehovah has given his people to do is not 
theirs. It is his, and it is he that opens 
the hearts of people in response. This is 
well illustrated by the apostle Paul’s ex-
18. In what way may we overcome our limitations?
19. (a) In whose work are we sharing? (b) What fine 
illustration confirms this?
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Malawi and other African countries, as 
well as in a number of Communist coun- 
tries. When a person is faced with opposi- 
tion he can draw a great deal of encour- 
agement from the examples of these loyal 
ones. How adamant they have been on be- 
half of the truth and its righteous princi- 
pies! They have the evidence that God is 
with them.—Jer. 1:19; 15:20, 21.

28 Unjustified ridicule has been endured 
in times past by many faithful servants of 
Jehovah. Remember how Job was derided 
and mocked and made a laughingstock be- 
cause of maintaining his integrity. (Job 
12:4; 17:2) Also, David was derided and 
mocked.—Ps. 22:7; 35:16.

27 Jeremiah was ridiculed and made an 
object of laughter and derision, and he 
even expressed a resolve to stop speaking 
about Jehovah. (Jer. 20:8, 9) But he did 
not quit. And why not? Because he ap- 
predated Jehovah’s greatness and good- 
ness and realized that Jehovah had been 
ever with him, even delivering him from 
death at the hands of those seeking his 
life. May we not, then, expect similar bless- 
ings in keeping steadfast, as did Jeremiah? 
As Jehovah’s modern-day witnesses, are 
we not hated by the world just as he was 
during his life? Truly, we can take com- 
fort in that we have survived persecution 
and reproaches as a people. We can fully 
appreciate that Jehovah has sustained his 
people through these trials. (Jer. 20:11, 
13) Hence, how foolish and faithless it 
would be for us to deny Jehovah’s suprem- 
acy or even to slow down in advancing the 
interests of the truth!

28 Even under severe trial, our plight is 
not as difficult as that of Shadrach, Me- 
shach and Abednego. Even when they were 
confronted with being tossed into the hot 
burning furnace, they stated: “If it is to
26. 27. (a) What has happened to faithful servants of 
Jehovah in the past? (b) What may we expect, and how 
should we react?
28. (a) Describe the trial of the three faithful Hebrews, 
(b) What instruction may we derive from their experi- 
ence and from the words of Paul?
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pleading for home Bible studies. If this is 
happening in your territory, does it not 
move you to arrange your affairs so that 
you can help more people? Does it not en- 
courage you to spend more time in calling 
on the people at their homes and also in 
assisting them to a greater extent by 
studying with them? In this way you 
can expand your preaching and disciple- 
making. Perhaps the next move that you 
can make is to take up temporary or regu- 
lar pioneering (full-time service), thus as- 
sisting many more persons to “see” God 
with eyes of faith. The need for more 
workers and zeal for the harvest work was 
never greater!—Luke 10:2, 3.

23 Regardless of the situation in your 
neighborhood at this time, the more often 
people hear the truth the greater is their 
opportunity to take in the knowledge that 
means everlasting life. (John 17:3) We 
would not want laxity on our part to be 
responsible for some not having opportu- 
nity to study and learn more about the 
great Giver of life, would we?—Ezek. 33: 
8, 9.

24 Appreciating the seriousness of the 
people’s condition, should we not express 
pity and compassion for them? (Matt. 9: 
35-38) Should it not instill in us a willing- 
ness to sacrifice our time and effort to help 
them to learn the truth about Jehovah 
even at inconvenience to ourselves?—Eph. 
5:15-17.

FIRM IN FACE OF OPPOSITION
25 Jehovah’s witnesses in various parts 

of the world have undergone severe trials; 
in many instances it has been to the point 
of losing their life. We have recounted 
how, in just the last few decades, many 
German Witnesses lost their lives. Even 
now, persecution is extremely severe in
23, 24. (a) What does repeated coverage of territory ac- 
compiish? (b) What attitude is here recommended to us? 
25. (a) What has been the experience of many of Jeho- 
vah’s Christian witnesses in different parts of the earth? 
(b) How should we be affected by this?
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30 It is important for us to have in mind 
that our keeping faith under test helps in 
proving that the Devil is a liar. Job was 
a fine example of this. Satan had made 
the challenge that he could cause Job to 
‘curse God to his very face,’ but through all 
his trials, Job ‘held fast his integrity.’ He 
continued to honor the true God.—Job 2: 
4, 5, 9, 10; see also Proverbs 27:11.

31With our eyes of faith we can look 
forward with anticipation. We can visual- 
ize Jehovah triumphing over his enemies 
and delivering his people from tribulation. 
Paul, in writing to the Thessalonians, men- 
tioned what would happen to evildoers and 
persecutors: “These very ones will under- 
go the judicial punishment of everlasting 
destruction from before the Lord and from 
the glory of his strength.”—2 Thess. 1:9.

32 Great comfort can be drawn from the 
examples of faith that have been set be- 
fore us in God’s Word the Bible. So, re- 
gardless of what might develop against us 
because of the hatred of peoples or gov- 
ernments, we can appreciate the impor- 
tance of maintaining absolute confidence 
in Jehovah’s ability to sustain us. This in- 
eludes his protecting us as we render loyal 
service to him. Let us move forward, then, 
continuing to be resolute, ‘as seeing the 
invisible God,’ the One who can make us 
sharers in the blessings of his grand 
victory.
31. To what can we look forward in faith?
32. Why should we not be deterred regardless of what 
the enemy may bring against us?

IN  TH E  NE

■ Do You Want
Good Health?

■ We Thought the System
Could Be Changed.

■ Jehovah’s Friend or the
World’s Friend-Which?

be, our God whom we are serving is able 
to rescue us. Out of the burning fiery fur- 
nace and out of your hand, O king, he 
will rescue us.” (Dan. 3:17) And they did 
not stop at that. They went on to say: 
“But if not, let it become known to you, 
O king, that your gods are not the ones 
we are serving, and the image of gold that 
you have set up we will not worship.” 
(Dan. 3:18) A great deal of comfort is to 
be gained in recognizing that Jehovah can 
completely undo any damage that Satan 
may inflict upon us. So what is momentary 
suffering in comparison with eternal life 
under perfect conditions? Paul’s words to 
the Corinthians are most comforting and 
illustrate how we should look upon the 
matter: “For though the tribulation is 
momentary and light, it works out for us 
a glory that is of more and more surpass- 
ing weight and is everlasting; while we 
keep our eyes, not on the things seen, but 
on the things unseen. For the things seen 
are temporary, but the things unseen are 
everlasting.”—2 Cor. 4:17, 18.

29 Oppression and persecution of our fel- 
low witnesses of Jehovah may be sadden- 
ing to us. It was to Moses when he saw 
the harsh treatment of the Israelites at the 
hands of Pharaoh. (Ex. 5:22, 23) The suf- 
fering that befalls our brothers should not 
frighten us, though we do, indeed, feel for 
them in their suffering. (1 Cor. 12:26) If 
like suffering should come our way, we 
will follow their pattern of endurance, con- 
fident that our faith will win out. As stated 
at 1 Peter 1:6, 7: “In this fact you are 
greatly rejoicing, though for a little while 
at present, if it must be, you have been 
grieved by various trials, in order that 
the tested quality of your faith, of much 
greater value than gold that perishes de- 
spite its being proved by fire, may be 
found a cause for praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
29, 30. (a) What pattern of endurance should we follow? 
(b) What example do we have in Job’s faithfulness?
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dependency on Christ Jesus, as well as 
appreciation of our relationship to him. 
—John 15:5.

4 Jesus stressed very much his Messianic 
headship under the fatherhood of Jehovah 
as the basis for the brotherhood. For ex- 
ample, in speaking to the crowds and to 
his disciples, he called attention to the 
hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees, 
saying of them: “All the works they do 
they do to be viewed by men . . . They 
like the most prominent place at evening 
meals and the front seats in the syna- 
gogues, and the greetings in the market- 
places and to be called Rabbi by men.” 
Adoration and exaltation was what they 
wanted for themselves. But Jesus went on 
to show that such a condition should never 
exist among the brotherhood of Christians. 
He declared: “Do not you be called Rabbi, 
for one is your teacher, whereas all you 
are brothers. Moreover, do not call anyone 
your father on earth, for one is your 
Father, the heavenly One. Neither be 
called ‘leaders,’ for your Leader is one, 
the Christ.” He further counseled that 
“the greatest one among you must be your 
minister. Whoever exalts himself will be 
humbled, and whoever humbles himself 
will be exalted.”—Matt. 23:512־.

® Jesus then denounced the Pharisees as 
“hypocrites.” He especially showed how 
their selfish, exalted thinking was detest- 
able to God—something that should never
4. What do we learn from Jesus’ words at Matthew
23:5-12?
5. What should Christians guard against?
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LOVE is not just a broad organizational 
quality. Rather, it has to do with 

the nurturing of the spirit of brotherhood 
within each one of us, and not simply 
taking things for granted. It is a quality 
that, when expressed, enables us to feel 
close to one another in the brotherhood 
of the faith. This principled love is
something for us, as brothers, to cultivate 
“in deed and truth.”—1 John 3:18; John 
21:15-17.

2 Among the early Christians, “brothers” 
was the accepted term of greeting for 
mixed groups and was not restricted to 
males. (Acts 1:14-16; Rom. 1:13) This 
term is used to embrace all Christians, 
male and female, in all but four of the 
inspired Christian letters—Titus, Phile- 
mon, 2 John and Jude. The apostle Paul 
writes also: “In brotherly love have tender 
affection for one another. In showing 
honor to one another take the lead.” (Rom. 
12:10) The term “brothers” is again shown 
to be all-inclusive at 1 Corinthians 15:6, 
where Paul refers to the resurrection of 
Jesus, and says: “After that he appeared 
to upward of five hundred brothers at 
one time.” When Peter admonished Chris- 
tians to take a stand against the adversary, 
he added: “The same things in the way 
of sufferings are being accomplished in 
the entire association of your brothers in 
the world.” (1 Pet. 5:9) This obviously 
includes male and female Christians.

3We should indeed have a feeling of 
closeness toward those who are our broth- 
ers in Christ. This feeling must include
1. What does love Include, and what can be gained by it? 
2, 3. (a) Who are embraced in the term “brothers” ? 
(b) What feeling should exist among brothers?
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8Holding close to Christ as the head 
prevents individuals from having an er- 
roneous or exalted view of themselves and 
of their Christian companions, as indicated 
by the apostle Paul’s words: “Be in sub- 
jection to one another in fear of Christ.” 
Paul then goes on to describe God’s ar- 
rangement for Christian families and for 
the congregation: “Let wives be in sub- 
jection to their husbands as to the Lord, 
because a husband is head of his wife as 
the Christ also is head of the congregation, 
he being a savior of this body.” In these 
relationships love and oneness are to pre- 
dominate, as Paul indicates: “Husbands, 
continue loving your wives, just as the 
Christ also loved the congregation and 
delivered up himself for it . . . Husbands 
ought to be loving their wives as their 
own bodies.” (Eph. 5:21-28) Both broth- 
ers and sisters in the congregation there- 
fore are placed in their respective positions 
under the headship of Christ. Elders in 
the congregation, along with ministerial 
servants, should not regard themselves as 
superiors, but should humbly serve those 
in the congregation, as such trust is com- 
mitted to them by Christ. This contributes 
toward the building up of the congregation 
in love.—Rom. 14:19; 15:1, 2.

9Since Jesus has universal authority, 
there remains no basis for our claiming 
individual preeminence and importance 
due to personal abilities. Christians rec- 
ognize this One as their Teacher. There- 
fore, whatever we may be able to teach 
as good news is from Christ through the 
“faithful and discreet slave,” and not out 
of some person’s private ability or origi- 
nality. (Matt. 24:45-47) This further 
shows that ‘one is our Leader’ and that 
the congregation and its direction are not 
dependent upon any man, no matter how 
capable that individual may be. Therefore,
8. How should all show proper subjection?
9. (a) How should all Christians view themselves? 
(b) In what ways may those long in the truth encourage 
others?

be permitted among Christian brothers 
and sisters. But wrong attitudes will in- 
filtrate the congregation if its members do 
not have love among themselves. Also, in 
giving full recognition to Jehovah, the 
Christian brothers must always be careful 
not to underemphasize the active role that 
Christ now has in the congregation.

RECOGNIZING CHRIST AS 
HEAD OF THE CONGREGATION

*Recognizing Christ as the head, each 
one should be Christlike in having tender- 
ness and compassion for all, and especially 
in displaying a close and warm feeling 
toward everyone in the congregation. 
(Phil. 2:1, 2) In growing to the full stature 
of the Christ it is vital that this closeness 
be cultivated, for it serves as a protection. 
This is drawn to our attention by the 
apostle Paul, who says that it is “in order 
that we should no longer be babes, tossed 
about as by waves and carried hither and 
thither by every wind of teaching by 
means of the trickery of men, by means 
of cunning in contriving error.” And then 
notice his words of contrast: “But speak- 
ing the truth, let us by love grow up in 
all things into him who is the head, Christ. 
From him all the body, by being har- 
moniously joined together and being made 
to cooperate through every joint that gives 
what is needed, according to the function- 
ing of each respective member in due 
measure, makes for the growth of the 
body for the building up of itself in love.” 
—Eph. 4:11-16.

7 It must therefore be acknowledged that 
Christ Jesus directs and cares for his 
congregation and this in the present twen- 
tieth century just as he did during the 
early days of the congregation. All must 
come to appreciate that Christ Jesus is the 
ransoming Agent and also the future mil- 
lennial King.—Heb. 2:10; Rev. 20:6.
6. (a) How may we show recognition of Christ as head? 
(b) What protective admonition does Paul provide?
7. What must we recognize concerning Christ?
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affection for one another. In showing 
honor to one another take the lead. Re- 
joice with people who rejoice; weep with 
people who weep. Be minded the same 
way toward others as to yourselves; do 
not be minding lofty things, but be led 
along with the lowly things. Do not become 
discreet in your own eyes.” (Rom. 12:10, 
15, 16) From this we can appreciate how 
actively helpful we should be, and how 
we should manifest willingness to work 
for and with our Christian brothers. It 
is always very fine to show this interest 
without waiting to be asked.—1 Cor. 
10:24, 33; 13:4, 5.

12 Sisters, too, can set a fine pattern for 
others. An excellent example of this was 
Tabitha (or, Dorcas), who lived in Joppa 
shortly after the establishing of the Chris- 
tian congregation. “She abounded in good 
deeds and gifts of mercy that she was 
rendering. But in those days she happened 
to fall sick and die.” When the disciples 
there heard that Peter was in nearby 
Lydda, they sent for him to come to 
Joppa. What happened when he arrived 
there? “Peter put everybody outside and, 
bending his knees, he prayed, and, turning 
to the body, he said: ‘Tabitha, rise!’ She 
opened her eyes and, as she caught sight 
of Peter, she sat up. Giving her his hand, 
he raised her up, and he called the holy 
ones and the widows and presented her 
alive.” (Acts 9:36-41) The good deeds of 
Tabitha had been wonderfully rewarded! 
What an encouragement for sisters to 
follow her way of life, also in our day! 
Incidentally, this is the first resurrection 
on record as performed by an apostle.

ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY
13 In the congregation, the brothers 

particularly should willingly accept re- 
sponsibility. They should offer themselves
12. What encouragement may sisters find In the record 
concerning Tabitha?
13. What attitude should brothers manifest in accepting 
responsibility?

much depends on how Christians view 
themselves. In other words, do they, per- 
haps, because of years in the truth, with 
past prominence or present position, feel 
their voice or expression should prevail? 
Or, on the other hand, do they genuinely 
rejoice when others show ability to ex- 
plain or apply the Scriptures and show 
initiative in planning and getting things 
accomplished? Do they encourage them 
therein? This is a true measure as to 
whether they have love for the brother- 
hood and recognize Christ as the authori- 
tative one, set on high by Jehovah God. 
—Matt. 28:18.

10 Humility is necessary for a Christian. 
It prevents him from harboring a feeling 
of superiority over his brothers. Paul, in 
writing to the Philippians, advised that 
we should be “doing nothing out of con- 
tentiousness or out of egotism, but with 
lowliness of mind considering that the 
others are superior to you, keeping an 
eye, not in personal interest upon just 
your own matters, but also in personal 
interest upon those of the others.” At 
the same time, we should “keep doing all 
things free from murmurings and argu- 
ments.” (Phil. 2:3, 4, 14) These words 
again show the importance of humbly 
manifesting love for our brothers. Follow- 
ing this counsel we will not be inclined 
to make issues just because of personal 
preferences. Further, elders who display 
lowliness of mind will be able to work and 
meet together free from contention and 
angry debates.

11How should Christians exhibit such 
humility along with devotion in serving 
others? Is it not evidenced by being con- 
siderate and interested in all, including 
lowly ones? And in granting to all a due 
measure of dignity and worth? Paul an- 
swers: “In brotherly love have tender
10. (a) How may lowliness of mind be expressed? 
(b) How can irritations in a congregation be avoided?
11. What should be the attitude and relationship among 
all in the congregation?

THE WATCHTOWER —  FEBRUARY 1, 197690



with others. When we make unfavorable 
comparisons of ourselves with our broth- 
ers, we stir up the spirit of competition, 
which can lead to “enmities.” (Gal. 5:20) 
This in itself brings home to us the im- 
portance of showing humility by being un- 
assuming—an admirable attribute in cul- 
tivating the spirit of brotherhood. (1 Pet. 
5:5, 6) It calls for honest self-examination 
to see where we can develop stronger 
feelings of attachment to our Christian 
brothers.—2 Cor. 13:5.

18 Surely, all of us will want to be foster- 
ing the spirit of brotherhood! This can 
bring to each one of us real happiness, as 
well as the love of our spiritual brothers, 
which is most gratifying. (Eph. 6:23) 
Having the proper spirit, we can be of 
the frame of mind to see how much we 
can contribute to the brotherhood in the 
congregation. (Luke 22:26) Individually, 
we will want to work urgently to bring 
ourselves closer to all others in the con- 
gregation, witnessing with them in the 
field service, and thereby strengthening 
the bond of love and the feeling of real 
brotherhood. (Acts 20:18-21) The apostle 
Paul’s mindfulness of this is well expressed 
at Colossians 3:15-17: “Let the peace of 
the Christ control in your hearts, for you 
were, in fact, called to it in one body. 
And show yourselves thankful.. . .  Keep on 
teaching and admonishing one another 
with psalms, praises to God, spiritual songs 
with graciousness, singing in your hearts 
to Jehovah. And whatever it is that you 
do in word or in work, do everything in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, thanking God 
the Father through him.” May we also 
strengthen our hearts in the perfect bond 
of love to the point that after everything 
is said and done, others, too, will recognize 
that we are all genuine Christian brothers. 
-J o h n  13:35; Col. 3:14.
16. (a) Why should we foster the spirit of brotherhood 
in the congregation? (b) What will result from our 
heeding Paul's expression at Colossians 3:1517־?
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voluntarily with the heart’s desire to serve 
well in the congregation where they are 
assigned. There are so many opportunities 
open for us in which to share. The ap- 
praisal of ourselves should be an honest 
one, having in mind particularly the desire 
to develop a strong attachment with our 
Christian companions and to assist them 
in every way possible. It is a splendid thing 
for brothers to try to qualify in the con- 
gregation to be elders or ministerial ser- 
vants.—1 Tim. 3:1.

14Either of these positions mentioned 
should not be sought with the objective of 
having title or office. Deeply embedded in 
the heart of each one should be the desire 
to help and to assist others, to work with 
real interest on behalf of those in the 
congregation, and to continue cultivating 
spiritual qualities. Obviously it should be 
your keen heart desire to assist others in 
the congregation. Particularly should you 
endeavor to accommodate the newer or 
weaker ones. This is true whether it is to 
assist them in group Bible study or in the 
preaching service from house to house, 
which is of prime importance. Your help- 
ing them with their Theocratic School 
assignments can be an encouragement. 
Your having an interest in them is up- 
building and, of course, this too is a man- 
ifestation of your love for your Christian 
brothers.—1 Thess. 2:7, 8; 1 Cor. 12:12, 
25.

CULTIVATING THE 
SPIRIT OF BROTHERHOOD

15All of us should make an honest ap- 
praisal of ourselves with a view to de- 
veloping a stronger attachment for others 
within the congregation. The starting point 
is for each one to examine himself, rather 
than to evaluate and compare himself
14. How can these brothers assist others in the congre- 
gation?
15. (a) How can we make an honest appraisal of ouiv 
selves? (b) Why should we not selfishly compare our- . 
selves with others?
THE WATCHTOWER —  FEBRUARY 1, 1976



which little would be understood, ‘till the 
time of the end;’ . . .  The fact has evidenced 
this to be the case: immense difficulties 
have always been acknowledged in many 
of Daniel’s prophecies, and they have been 
‘as words shut up’ even from believers in 
general. . . .  In these latter ages many have 
bestowed great pains, in searching into 
history, to illustrate those parts of these 
prophecies which are already accomplished: 
and by comparing them with other scrip- 
tures, to form some judgment of what yet 
remains to be fulfilled: and thus much light 
has been thrown on them. As they shall 
gradually be more and more accomplished, 
they will be better understood; and future 
generations will be far more surprised and 
instructed by them, than we are.”—Scott’s 
Bible Commentary, 1844, Vol. IV, p. 700.
The lack of understanding about Daniel’s 

prophecies in the nineteenth century 
proves that the world had not then en- 
tered its “time of the end.” But what 
about today? Are we in that “time of 
the end”? If so, the conclusion of the con- 
flict foretold in the book of Daniel should

*"V TOT long after the death of Alex- 
C /X J^ander the Great in 323 B.C.E. a 
conflict began that has continued down 
to our day. Its effects have been felt to 
some extent in every part of the globe. 
So would not news that this struggle is 
about to end be most welcome?

The amazing thing about the age-old 
conflict is that it was foretold long before 
it began. In the sixth century B.C.E. Je- 
hovah God, through an angel, revealed to 
the Hebrew prophet Daniel the start of 
the struggle, particulars about its con- 
tinuation, and its end. Considering that 
so many centuries are involved, one can 
readily see that Daniel would not be able 
to grasp the full meaning of what was 
made known to him. In fact, the angel 
chosen to convey the prophetic message 
told him: “O Daniel, make secret the 
words and seal up the book, until the time 
of the end. Many will rove about, and the 
true knowledge will become abundant.”

be at hand.—Dan. 12:4.
To understand how world events in this 

twentieth century have been fulfilling 
prophecies about the conflict described in 
the book of Daniel, we must examine the 
beginning of the conflict. Only then can 
we make a correct identification of the 
parties involved.

As late as the nineteenth century C.E., 
sincere students of the Holy Scriptures 
acknowledged that much of what Daniel 
wrote remained a sealed book. Said Bible 
commentator Thomas Scott:

“The angel, by way of conclusion, inti- 
mated to Daniel, that this prophecy would 
remain obscure, and as ‘a sealed book,׳ of
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dethroned Antiochus XIII of the Seleucid 
dynasty. Then, in 64 B.C.E., Syria, the area 
that had been controlled by the Seleucid 
dynasty, became a Roman province. Thus 
Rome took over the role of the “king of 
the north.”

Confirming this change in the identity 
of the “king of the north” is the way that 
incidents relating to the Messiah at this 
point form part of the prophetic narration 
regarding the struggle between the “king 
of the north” and the “king of the south.” 
Daniel 11:2022־ states:

“There must stand up in his position [that 
of the king of the north] one who is causing 
an exactor to pass through the splendid 
kingdom, and in a few days he will be 
broken, but not in anger nor in warfare. 
And there must stand up in his position one 
who is to be despised, and they will certainly 
not set upon him the dignity of the kingdom; 
and he will actually come in during a free- 
dom from care and take hold of the kingdom 
by means of smoothness. And as regards 
the arms of the flood, they will be flooded 
over on account of him, and they will be 
broken; as will also the Leader of the 
covenant.”
It was the “king of the north’s” sending 

out of the “exactor” through the Roman 
Empire that guided matters for Jesus, in 
fulfillment of prophecy, to be bom in 
Bethlehem. Setting forth the historical 
record of what happened, the physician 
Luke wrote:

“Now in those days a decree went forth 
from Caesar Augustus for all the inhabited 
earth to be registered; (this first registra- 
tion took place when Quirinius was governor 
of Syria;) and all people went traveling to 
be registered, each one to his own city. Of 
course, Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to 
David’s city, which is called Bethlehem, be- 
cause of his being a member of the house 
and family of David, to get registered with 
Mary, who had been given him in marriage 
as promised, at present heavy with child. 
While they were there, the days came to 
the full for her to give birth.”—Luke 2:1-6.
Then, on August 19, 14 C.E., a com-

START OF THE CONFLICT
Daniel was told: “A mighty king [Alex- 

ander, the first son of Philip (king of 
Macedonia), according to the rendering 
of the Syriac] will certainly stand up and 
rule with extensive dominion and do ac- 
cording to his will. And when he will have 
stood up, his kingdom will be broken and 
be divided toward the four winds of the 
heavens, but not to his posterity and not 
according to his dominion with which he 
had ruled.”—Dan. 11:3, 4, and marginal 
reading.

In fulfillment of these prophetic words, 
in course of time after Alexander the 
Great’s death the empire that he had built 
up passed into the hands of four of his 
generals, who had established themselves 
in power by about 301 B.C.E. Seleucus 
Nicator took over Mesopotamia and Syria. 
Cassander began ruling over Macedonia 
and Greece. Ptolemy Lagus came to have 
Egypt and Palestine as his domain. Ly- 
simachus gained control over Thrace and 
Asia Minor.

The revelation made to Daniel from this 
point onward focused the prime attention 
on two kings, the “king of the north” and 
the “king of the south.” Since the founder 
of the Seleucid dynasty, Seleucus Nicator, 
controlled territory north of the homeland 
of Daniel’s people, he now began filling 
the role of the “king of the north.” In 
view of his dominion in relation to Dan- 
iel’s homeland, Ptolemy Lagus occupied 
the position of “king of the south.” As the 
years passed, the “king of the north” and 
the “king of the south” changed as to 
personnel. Nevertheless, these “kings” or 
ruling forces continued warring against 
each other.

A CHANGE IN IDENTITY
A major change in the identity of the 

“king of the north” took place in the first 
century B.C.E. This was because, in the 
year 65 B.C.E., Roman General Pompey
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this territory? Is it not the Communist 
bloc of nations? Yes.

As far as the “king of the south” is con- 
cerned, what great power exercised au- 
thority in Egypt during the early twen- 
tieth century? An examination of any 
reference work on Egypt will tell you that 
it was Britain. For example, World 
Book Encyclopedia states: “Strong Egyp- 
tian demands for freedom from British 
control developed during World War I. An 
unsuccessful revolt took place in 1919, the 
year after the war ended. The nationalist 
movement continued to grow, and Britain 
gave Egypt independence in 1922. Egypt 
became a kingdom, but Britain kept mil- 
itary forces there. In 1936, British troops 
withdrew from all Egypt except the Suez 
Canal Zone, where they stayed to guard 
the waterway.”

In view of the close association of the 
United States of America with Britain, 
manifestly the Anglo-American World 
Power has occupied the position of the 
“king of the south.” As foretold in the 
book of Daniel, has there not been a 
“pushing” between the “king of the south” 
and the “king of the north”? Has not this 
“pushing” resulted in considerable loss to 
the Anglo-American World Power? Con- 
sider:

When World War Π ended, the Com- 
munist bloc of nations, the “king of the 
north,” dominated 18 percent of earth’s 
land area, which had 7 percent of the 
world’s population. But what is the sit- 
uation today? Thirty-five percent of the 
world’s population, occupying over a quar- 
ter of earth’s land area, has come under 
the control of the Communist “king of 
the north.”

How will this conflict finally end? Will 
the “king of the north” gain more and 
more control, finally taking over the do- 
main of the “king of the south”? No. The 
prophecy shows that both the “king of

paratively short time after having ordered 
this registration, Augustus died, neither 
‘in anger nor in warfare.’ The “despised” 
person who succeeded Augustus was Tibe- 
rius. It was during Tiberius’ rule that the 
prophetic “Leader of the covenant,” Jesus 
Christ, was “broken” in death.

OUE DAY
The prophecy about the “king of the 

north” and the “king of the south” did not 
terminate in the days of the Roman Em- 
pire. We know this because that prophecy 
points to events to take place in “the time 
of the end.” (Dan. 11:40) As noted earlier, 
Bible scholars even as late as the nine- 
teenth century recognized this period to 
be yet future. The composite evidence of 
Bible prophecy and Bible chronology 
places the start of the world’s “time of the 
end” in the year that World War I broke 
out, 1914. This is the very year acknowl- 
edged by many historians as being a turn- 
ing point in history. Hence, the question 
arises, Does what the book of Daniel says 
about developments in the “time of the 
end” fit what we have seen in the twen- 
tieth century, particularly since 1914?

Regarding what was to happen, we read: 
“In the time of the end the king of the 
south will engage with him in a pushing, 
and against him the king of the north will 
storm with chariots and with horsemen 
and with many ships; and he will certainly 
enter into the lands and flood over and 
pass through. . . . And he will actually 
rule over the hidden treasures of the gold 
and the silver.”—Dan. 11:40-43.

When we examine modern history, what 
do we find? Are there any powers today 
corresponding to the “king of the north” 
and the “king of the south”? Well, the 
ancient “king of the north” dominated 
the area to the north of Daniel’s homeland, 
a part of which is today the state of Israel. 
So, then, what great power is presently 
controlling a vast area to the north of
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also pave the way for the righteous rule 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. God-fearing per- 
sons who have identified themselves as 
being on the side of Prince Michael will 
escape the destruction to come. (Matt. 
24:21, 22; Rev. 7:9, 14) Before them will 
be the prospect of living on an earth free 
from oppression, injustice and wars, and 
even being free from sickness and death. 
—Rev. 21:3, 4; Ps. 37:9-11, 29.

In view of what is ahead, does your life 
show that you are looking forward to the 
approaching end of the age-old conflict? 
Have you taken positive action to put 
yourself on the side of Jesus Christ, the 
King of kings? If not, we urge you to 
examine the Scriptures and to learn what 
is needed to gain an approved standing 
with God. Jehovah’s witnesses in your 
area would be pleased to assist you by 
sharing with you what they have learned 
from the Bible.

the north” and the “king of the south” 
will come to their finish. Jehovah God, 
who foreknew the persistent struggle be- 
tween these two kings, also decreed its 
end. This will come about, not through a 
disastrous world war to be fought by the 
nations, but through God’s chosen king, 
Prince Michael, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Daniel 12:1 tells us: “During that time 
Michael will stand up, the great prince 
who is standing in behalf of the sons of 
your people. And there will certainly occur 
a time of distress such as has not been 
made to occur since there came to be a 
nation until that time. And during that 
time your people will escape, every one 
who is found written down in the book.” 

The “time of distress” here referred to 
will be a “great tribulation” that will bring 
an end to all human rule, including that 
of the “king of the north” and the “king 
of the south.” This “great tribulation” will

District Assemblies in 1976
L o u isv ille , Ky.; M a d iso n , W is .; M e m p h is , T e n n .; N ash - 
v ille , T e n n .; R eno, N ev.; R ic h f ie ld , O h io ; S e a ttle , W ash .; 
S p r in g fie ld , M a ss.; S y ra c u s e , N .Y .; U t ic a , N .Y .

J u ly  15-18: A llen to w n , Pa.; B u ffa lo , N .Y .; C ic e ro , lit. 
(S p a n ish  only) (tentative); D e n v er, C o lo .; F re sn o , C a lif .  
(S p a n ish  oniy); H a m p to n , V a .; L a k e la n d , F la . (S p a n ish  
also); L o u isv ille , Ky.; M e m p h is , T e n n .; O a k la n d , C a lif .;  
P h ila d e lp h ia , Pa.; R en o, N ev .; R o a n o k e , V a .; S p rin g -  
fie ld . M a ss .; U t ic a , N .Y .

J u ly  22-25: El P a so , T e x . (S p a n is h  on ly); H a m p to n , V a .; 
S a n  A n to n io , Te x . (S p a n is h  on ly); P ro v id e n ce , R.I.; 
W est P a lm  B e a ch , F la .

_ atu rd ay .)
A u g u s t  5 8 Inglew :־ ood, C a lif .
A u g u s t  8-11: E lm o n t, N .Y . (N ote: S u n d a y  th ro u g h  W ed- 

nesd ay .)
A u g u s t  12-15: E lm o n t, N .Y .; In glew ood, C a lif .
A u g u s t  19-22: E lm o n t, N .Y . (S p a n is h  o n ly).

C A N A D A
J u ly  1-4: C h a rlo tte to w n , P .E .I.
J u ly  8-11: M o n tre a l, P .Q . (F re n ch  on ly); O tta w a , O n t. 

(tentative); P r in c e  G e o rg e , B .C .;  S a in t  J o h n , N .B .;  
V a n c o u v e r, B .C .; W in n ip e g , M a n . (tentative).

J u ly  15-18: H a lifa x , N .S .
J u ly  22-25: N a n a im o , B .C .; S t. J o h n 's , N fld .; To ro n to , 

O nt. (E n g lish , S p a n is h  a n d  P o rtu g u ese) (tentative). 
J u ly  2 9 - A u g u s t  1: B ra m p to n , O n t. (Italian  on ly); S t. Cath -  

a r in e s , O n t. (tentative); S a sk a to o n , S a s k . (tentative); 
S a u lt  S te . M a rie , O n t.

A u g u s t  5-8: B ra m p to n , O n t. (Ita lian  on ly); E d m o n to n ,
A lta .; W in d so r, O n t.

A u g u s t  12-15: B ra m p to n , O n t. (G reek  o n ly ).
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A rra n g em en ts  are being made by the Govern- 
ing Body of Jehovah’s witnesses to hold 
four-day district assemblies in the cities 

listed below on the dates shown. We encourage 
you to plan now so that you will be present. 
Further details will be provided later.

U N I T E D  S T A T E S
Ju n e  10-13: Irving, Tex.; J a c k s o n v ille , F la .; K a n s a s  C ity , 

M o.; L a u re l, M d . (tentative); O k la h o m a  C ity , O k la .; 
St. P e te rsb u rg , F la .; S a n  A n to n io , Te x . (S p a n ish  only); 
T u cso n , A riz .

J u n e  17-20: C h a rlo tte , N .C .; G re e n v ille . S .C .;  K a la m a zo o ,
...............................................................................  ‘ c , M ich .

. S p rin g -  
B e a ch , F la .

(S p a n ish  only).
Ju n e  24-27: A s h e v ille , N .C .; A u g u s ta , M e.; B illin g s , M on t.; 

C icero , III. (tentative); D e s  M o in e s , Iowa; G re e n sb o ro , 
N .C .; K a la m a zo o , M ich , (tentative); L a u re l, M d . (tenta- 
five); M a co n . G a.; M o b ile , A la .; P a sco . W a sh . (S p a n ish  
only); P h o en ix , A riz .; R ic h f ie ld , O h io ; T u ls a , O k la .

Ju n e  27-30: Inglew ood, C a lif .  (S p a n ish  on ly) (N ote: S u n d a y  
th ro u g h  W ed n esd a y .)

J u ly  1-4: C ic e ro , III. (tentative); D e n ver, C o lo .; E l P a so , 
Tex. (S p a n ish  only); Inglew ood, C a lif .  (S p a n ish  only); 
M a co n , G a.; M a d iso n , W is .; N ew  O rle a n s , La .; R eno, 
N ev.; R ich f ie ld , O h io ; S a v a n n a h , G a .; S o u th  B e n d , Ind. 
(tentative); T u ls a , O k la .; A n c h o ra g e , A la s k a .

Ju ly  8-11: A lle n to w n , Pa.; B a to n  R o u g e , La .; B ism a rc k , 
N .D .: C ic e ro , III. (tentative); D e n v er, C o lo .; F resn o , 
C a lif . (S p a n ish  only); G re e n  B a y , W is .; L a k e la n d , F la .;
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m e 17-20: C h a rlo tte , N .C .; G re e n v ille . S .C .;  K a la n  
M ich , (tentative); L a u re l, M d . (tentative); P o n tiac , 
(tentative); S t. P a u l, M in n .; S t. P e te rsb u rg , F la .; S 
fie ld , III.; T u s c a lo o s a , A la .; W e st P a lm  Beach,



GOVERNING BODY ADJUSTMENTS\

tant role as legal agencies of Jehovah’s witness- 
es, their Governing Body and its committees.

These six committees, which began function- 
ing on January 1, 1976, are as follows: Service 
Committee; Writing Committee; Publishing 
Committee; Teaching Committee; Personnel 
Committee; Chairman’s Committee.

As regards our branches throughout the 
world, a Branch Committee of three or more 
members appointed by the Governing Body will 
administer the organizational arrangements for 
each branch. These committees will also have 
a chairman who will serve for one year.

It seems clear that Jehovah’s direction is 
manifest in the formulation of these recent ad- 
justments. Doubtless, too, his spirit will move 
all of us to give the fullest support and co- 
operation as these arrangements are imple- 
mented. Surely this is the time to keep moving 
ahead with the expansion of the Kingdom- 
preaching and disciple-making work. In this we 
look to Jehovah for his continued blessing on 
all that is yet to be done under the leadership 
of Christ Jesus.—Matt. 28:19, 20.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
March 14: Continue Steadfast as Seeing the 

One Who Is Invisible, 11124־. Page 80. Songs 
to Be Used: 26, 78.

March 21: Continue Steadfast as Seeing the 
One Who Is Invisible, 1125-32, and “All You 
Are Brothers.” Page 86. Songs to Be Used: 
84, 85.

EHOVAH has been blessing his people with 
noteworthy expansion of the Kingdom pub- 
lisher ranks throughout the world. Especial- 

ly has this been so following the adjustment of 
the organizational arrangement as outlined in 
the book Organization for Kingdom-preaching 
and Disciple-making, which became effective 
in 1972.—Isa. 60:17.

It is evident, too, that we are approaching a 
climactic point in the history of mankind. Je- 
hovah’s witnesses may therefore expect that 
opposition will continue to arise in many places. 
(Matt. 24:9) As we keep ״close in mind the 
presence of the day of Jehovah,” it is antici- 
pated that many more persons will take their 
stand for God’s kingdom under Christ, if that 
be Jehovah’s will.—2 Pet. 3:12.

In view of this, the time seems appropriate 
to make further adjustments so that God’s 
people will be in a better position to care for 
the many new ones now in their midst and the 
further increase they trust that Jehovah may 
yet give in the near future. (Isa. 60:8, 22) These 
are matters to which the Governing Body of Je- 
hovah’s witnesses has given prayerful attention.

To facilitate its work, six committees of the 
Governing Body have now been formed. Each 
will have its chairman, who will serve for a 
period of one year. These committees are super- 
visory in nature and it is not intended that they 
will handle all the details and routine work. 
The various corporations that have been serv- 
ing the Kingdom interests so well until now 
will, of course, continue to fulfill their impor­
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